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TO 

W'lLLIAM HOSCOE, Esq. . 
LtTmi J. 

Sir, 

= itu V/>ijr prnij^hlct, published 

w'lhin these ^fiw /^*ays, under the title of 
•* '''‘irisideralion on the Causes, Objects, 
i.nd Consequences of the pirsent War, 
and on* the Expediency, or the Danger, 
of a Peace vith France,” having fallen 
into my hands, and appealing to to ex- 
press sentiments and opinions, whici if ge- 
nerally adopted, would be greatly mischiev- 
ous to the country, I thin v 't my duty to 
make some observations t i ; and, as 
>Qufcove evidently pointed at me, in sA’eral 
par5,v7.T:i^' the pamphlet, no ''apology vvill, 1 
presume, be thought necessary for my ad- 
dressing myself, in thii> c*ase, more im iie- 
diat<?ly to you. ^ 

' When one IS told of the publication of a 
book, or paper, the first question which in- 
variably i»^)resents itself is: ** What is it 
about r ' Your pampldet is, to be sure, 
-about war, and peape j but. Sir, it is about so 
many ojiner things as well as war and neace»^ 
)t<W(ers upon so many dill:L\*^t subji^cts; it 
contains so many opinions unsupported by 
reasoning, ami so many ashCM lions unsupport- 
ed by proof, tliat, to answer you upon every 
point would lequire a \oliime of no mode- 
rate size. If I were asked, howc\l;r, what 
appears to roe to be the object, which you 
have had in view, 'in wiitiiig and publishing 
' this pamphlet, J should nnswor, that youi 
main practical object evidently is, to induce 
thf* people, especially Ihoic of ilio manufac- 
turing districts, to -unite m petitions for 
peace j that your reason for this is, 
that the war, if continued much Ibuger, will 
produce financially embarrassments, such as 
these wliid) led to the overthrow of the mo* 
warcliy of France, while, on the other hand, 
there exists, ih reality, nobe of those dan- 
gers, which I, amongst other persons, ap- 
pmbend from a ptMce, made at this time, 
^fid leaving Kfapoleon in full posse*.sion ol! 
a)) the ports and naval arsenals of the contlj, 
iae«tt</£uioix\ * ' 

Jrou had confined ymityself to (hi.s one 
* ' to have answered^ou would haj^e 
l^UppJalOi straight^forwari^work; 


der the pretence of show ing. tJiat the war 
has now no latioiuiJ object, you have gppo 
inlt a histoiy (a very paitial on«ul2?Ktd) of 
the al lodged objects of both the laSt and the 
present w^ar, not only at their outset, but al- 
so at the .several stages of iheir progress. 
Not content with this, w Inch Ins nothing at 
all to do with the question of peace or war 
tiou '^; you linve given us a history of the 
warl “kc operations, interspersed with discus- 
si< MS upon points of public law and of ptdUi- 
cal economy; w'ith dost riptions of the cha- 
racters of public men ; and with a delined- 
•tion of the views and motives of political 
paities. To follow you through all the,^ 
topics, a sentence of statement demanding, 
in general, a page of answer, is a task too 
seiioua to be thought of ; and yet it is, on 
the other hand, by no me«in8 pleasant to suf- 
fer any pai t of your pamphlet, from the sen- 
timents or assertions of w'hicli I dissent, to 
pass off under a silence, which might ver^ 
reasonably be inteipifclcd into an assent. Jii 
this dilemma the cours*i4', which appe^y-s to 
me the best to bo puryiTil 'his : to reset vc, 
for a future letter, all the mg/o*-s>ive topics of 
your pamphlet, and to examine now into 
the natuie c '* youi statements and opinions, 

I With respect to lh&> real original cause of 
the present war between England and 
France : If. With respect to the bn^aking 
off of the negociation in ISOt), and the views 
then manifested by Napoleon: III. ’’Viih 
respect to the relative situation of the two 
countries, supposing peace to be now made, 
leaving all the ports and naval arsenals upon 
the continent of 'Europe i.j’'»the liaffds, qr 
uiuier the acknowledged controul, of our 
enemy. 

But, first of all, I think if necessary to 
state to you mv reasons for diffcring'vcry 
widely indeed fioimyoii, a& to the ^ndency 
of u^ar in general/ which 1 \yorcc\vc you to 
con>ider as a pure, un mixed mV -, and which 
I consider as being, not only ueces.«*.ry, as it 
Dolorionsly is, in lunnv cases, in the present 
state of the world, but al^iAips conducivp to 
the elevation of human natjjire, to the genei**' 
rai happiness of mankind, and, of course, as 
heing.a good, though, like the greater part of* 
other good tbings»not unmixed with evil. I 
am aw'«ire ^f the force uf habi^ and men aio 
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in the habit of talking as you do, of the 1 The source of disUn(!lioii is publid^ility.* 
horrors of war/’ can safely defy | Public utility, :ffter avcry]ptle trMng, is 

you, and all the “ pliilanthropists” now in found to rcbl at the point of publi^tfety 
existence, to prove, that there is, as the and were it ncTt for the occasionirt existence 
consequence ot war, any thingXa niillionthj^ of wars, and |ur the continiml possibility olj 
part bO^liprrid as a sight (£ the* interior their rcciirretcd^ fiublic safety would be a 

those receptacles of dibyp^and of inlaniy i nicie sound Clthout sens^ In manner 

which are tenanted tin ongh i.'ie influence of Npatj;iotism, loj'alty, fidelity under alI44<dif- 
that luxury, wliich it is the natural tendency fcientappearancc.'* and in all its differentiic- 
of war to abridge, and which can be com- grec;, would be oblitei^itcd from the cjta- 
}jtetely:.xlfstroyed only by war. That war logue of virtu^; a#id, in short, man would, 
makes af/uft ot the great scheme of the Cre- and must, become a stupid, uninipassioned 
ator is abundantly obvious from the univcisal animal, having ijScar^but th^ of obtjji*iipg 

propensity of his cioaturcs; wjio, from man his food, and no enjoynien^jj^t that of do- 

himself down toihe lowest reptile, discover, vouring it. 1 jun not, observe, contending, 

the moment the}' have the powers ol moticjn that war, may not, as well as love, be, in 
and perception, that to war makes a p^t ot some eases, and even in many cases, procTTit- 
their nature as much as to lo\*c. Loo/, Sir, ti\e of mischievous eiierts ;* but* if llook 
at all the natural sports of cliiklieii, and of Ixick into history, or, if I look around me it 
young animals of every kind ; you will find, the present moment, I am compelled to coi^ 
that they are only so many sorts of sham- dude, that its effects are, in general, the rc* 
lights. And, if you see, that ail God s ciea- veise. The Greeks and Romans were re* 
tures, in the moments of their greatest cn- nowiied loi their science and their freedom, 
Jeyment of lifej in those moments when but^iot less renowned for those than for 
they are free from all pain of mind and of their wars; a^d, which is well wpMw»«^ 
body; when they arc full of health and of remat k, with their martial .spirit ^fitTy 'lost 
ipirits; when they are pertectly unresirain- their love of liberty. 1’hc two nations ol 
ed, and bidden, as it were, to be as happy as ujodern Europe /ite most famed for science, 
their natures w ill permit : if you perceive, and, in fact, ft'r freedom, are- JCrnncr'JWid 
thflt, in such a state, they all, without a sin- England ; and that they have been the 
gle exception^discover a propensity for war, fre(inently engaged in w^irs i-» a fart too no-*'^ 

will you still say, that war is, in itself, and torious to be stated. China olfers us an ex- 

for its own sake, a thnig h|U'rid to conteni- ample of a natfhn li\i!ig in perpetual peace: 
plate? But, lioly is to w'ar, to fight and, I believe you will MiOt den that, as 
(which is the same thing) a passion natural compared with /In* Kjirqpcan, a Chinese is 
to all the creation ; but, it ap^iears to me to hardly w'onhf of the name of man. 
be necessary to the elevation 'Of human na- du* same may be said ot all the inhabitant^, 

ture, and to the happniess of niankwid; for, of Asia; wherennto may be added, that the 

if we suppose a state of the w'orlc!, from internal government of those uinvarlike 
which war comp) for ever ba- sialer»if'iqa empires is uniformly a pure ties- 

•nished, not only is Iheic no longer any u-e "potism, the life of every subject being at ihe 
for courage, fortitude, emulation, magnani- mere mercy of the priiia*, wiiose very plea- 
inity, and many other ennobling quaiitie*,* sures do not luifroqnently consist of what 
but the very words describing tlio^c (jualities w'e should call :ict> of deliberate murder, at- 
haye«^io longer any meaning; and, if you tended with a refinement in cruelty. You, 
stnp man of those qtialities, w'h^t he,^s to bir, make a pathetic appeal to vour readers 
this world at least, belliT lhan a brute ^ in upon the horrors of w'ar. “^Vcrewe,“ say 
giving to the dilferent classes of men, which you, t("»divtsl ourselves for a moment of 
compose the diflcrcnt nations of the earth, that iiriiation of mind and inflexibility of 

languages so different, ^lat the sounds used " heart, which blinds us lo'all the evils and 

by the%ne are utterly unintflligiblc tunny of horrors of w-ar, it would be pnpos.sible 

the other, the Creator seems toh.nesaid, " that we should not acknowledge the Cala- 
is be yen for ever separate and, herein is mi ties it introduces, and feel a most sin- 

impiied the necessity of war ; for, without cere disposition to Jerminate them. •If 

war it is, I evident, tine to preserve wc inrn our eyes to the contiii^ut of Eu- 

^'Jrt separatlon*Kybuld, unless the nature# of rope, what deva.station and slaughter'has 

niaii we-e previously changed, be quite im- it occasioned, from the confines of Russia 

possibld. As to w'i.sd.om and science, too, to the Soutlrfrn extremity of Italy. If 

w liere would hr tlie of them, if war were# w’c look to Igypt or South America, wd 

banished from the earth ?*TIip object of the .^1 find thesamc cause for sorrow and 

learned Ijs w^ll as the, brave h^jd^ftinctio^, j period ofQcietyhave the 
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'' cont^sof th| field 1)6611 more obstinate, 
‘'•or attfcded wRli such a pfofiise destrnc- 
" tion (ffliuniari life. To the sufferings and 
• “ the dearh*of the thonsancis who have fall- 
en, we are toVld the ii^scry^nd the ruin 
“ of the tens of* thousaiic(s ?iiat smvive 
• ^ “ them, vylfb havyto lament^tie death of 
“ t^^ctr relatives, their protectoTs, and tlieir 
“ friends : and who, amidst grief and hun- 
get* and wretchodiess, pour forth their 
“ curses on the unsparin^swo^^i of war, and 
''' on those wlio call it iiim action.” 'I’he 
principle, upon which yoiiTstfe proceed ap- 
plies to all wars, under whatever circiim- 
'fitanccs 5 for, it is because linrian misery and 
a tWstrueiion of huiii.in lift have been pro- 
duced by tlws war, in which wc are now en- 
gaged, that, according to your doctrine, we 
oflght to led a sincere disposition to terny- 
iflite that war. But, Sir, though war is cer- 
tainly the imnicdinte cause of the death of 
many persons, it docs not follow, that it is, 
for that reason alone, to be held in .such ab- 


•Lelter to Tf'%. Roscoe, ksq, 

luxuries. This is one of the general effS 
'of war ; and, hence iuis, that war, in sonA 
cares, operates to the good of nations. IJeme"' 
it i.s, that the coiupaiatively barren lands of 
England arc /overcd’with rich crops, while 
tfie rich lands of Italy scarcely afforded 
iiread to its ener vated inhabitants. • The 
'state of England :.'fi(ri'Vance, compared with 
that of Germany aTid Italy, is a rjuite snfii* 
cient proof, that the general and permanent 
effect of war is not to destroy, or e\en to 
ch(xk, tlie prosperity of nr tious^.Vjfcifs' tlf& 
history of Holland pretfy clearly e\ inccs, that 
the moment a nation ceases to be warlike, 
that moment she commences her decline, 
and has already made some degree of progress 
on her way to suhjeg.'Uion. 

ikic, Sir, notwithstanding what has here 
been said, I am not, as you seem to insinuate, 
and a.'* the Morning Chionicle scruples not 
to assert, so much in love with war as to 
think It a pity that th('re ever sliould be a 
cessation of l)o^tiliries. To •‘peak ol war as 


lyjrrcnce, seeing, that first or last, all tfiose 
-’»T^K'o^«jTMist meet with dcatl* in some shape 
yfnv other. As to i!ie wretchedness produced 
by war, you will hnd it very difficult, I be- 
lievj^ to show, by the of dispassionate 
reason, that there is much want wdiich 
arises, or which can arise, to any persons re- 
maining rt home, from the death of t>ther 
persons, who are killed in war, it being pret- 
4 y evident, J tlijnk, that i 3 i' those who arc 
personall-y ciigagcct in war, very few indeed 
been, previous lo^tkeji being \a en- 
gaged, the -protectors (»f their kindred and^ 
■ Triends, 'fhat war doi's, In no \ciy sensible 
degree, tend to enhance tljc dcanh of proii- 
sions has been amply pun'Cit by reasoning as 
well as by experience ; and, th^Migh, in 
some countries, the siuldmly withdrawiiigN* 
a groat number ot*hnii(U iVom the field ma/ 
have the effect of causing a scarciu ofgrain ^ 
yet, in tliis countrv, no siu li efiect is to h(‘ 
apprehended 3 becan o, if a youth he taken, 
by war, from the j,il>ingh to day, anolh«-r, 
who was just ijuitling ilie plough for the 
side-board,- takes his ]naa; to-i«orrows and 
that, too, froiTj causes arising out of the v ur. 
A thousand mci/aie called from the plough, 
by the •war, to garrison the forts at Ports- 
mouth ; a'thJf^sanJ others supply ilidir place, 
4;oming, throiigii various ehaimels, fr<'m the 
manntaatories, which have been destroyed 
1 ) 5 '^ the war. The same <pi:intily of food is 
raised ; the same number of persons are fed ; 
hut, am the same quantity of manufactures 
are not exported oi made, there is a diminu- 
tion in the importation anti creation of Inxui^ 
ries, and a diminution also in the vices ivlgiich 
invariably accompany the enjoy men‘^f*thu^o 


1 being, in all possible ca-'-es, a good, would bc^ 
I as absurd, as it is to speak of iL as an evil, in 

* all possible cases. I wished to enter upon 
I the discussion with you, relative to the ex- 
; pediency of a peace, at this time, with 
j Frince, without h.ivi ng against me, from 
! thi beginning to tlio enei, the weiglit of that 
j prejudice, which yon 1 ) i\ e «o carefully chc- 
I rislied, tls ;t war is, in itself a [>;ire, unmixed 
j evdj a thing, in all ca?e 3 , to be held in ah- 
■ horreiice, .nui, ^f i oivsc, t(> be, at all times, 

* goiten rid of as ioou as p(Ss‘«ible, wirluMU 
, much, or, ])ciluM^s, any, con>idera!ion as to 

* the term-;. Vial, if I Ikik* been so fortunate 
) as to reijiovtjthis p’.ejntlii'e fnanthc minds of 
i my u aders, 1 h..vc ikU much .ipprelicnsion 

. as Ui their d^cisK’n upon tiio PC/ml's to be dis- 
1 cussc-d 

i I //V//i N'i.'-.r/ fn fJu^ real rai/sp* 

f fltc u'‘ir Ictir^'cn t.ny/iind and 

: J'ra^'rr, von allow , Sir, that there were ccr- 
I taiii *' iinpe«iimcnts” relating to ilie evacna- 
j tion ofHoll.-uid by the Fivik'Ii troopsf and of 
I the Mnnd*of M.ilta by the English; but, 
that the chief Tan of the war, was, the 
writings and publications of certain " t/tt- 
priuiijdt'd" individuals in England, who 
found an intcfe.si'hi tlio revival of^th« war. 
Yon complain of the conduct of the French 
emigiants, in this respect, and tlien yon tell 
us, that *' another, and still more formida- 
blc party” [of these enemies to peace] 
cou'iisU'd of the innumerable bands of 
" joi.irnali-’Ts and hireling wntei s, 

" upon the credmlify and fatter# upon the. 
" calami lies of a nation; men Nvhotlourifh. 
“ most in the miilst of tumult; to whom 
" the diausters of the connjry are as valna- 
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' ble as Iier triumphs, a destrbctive battle as 
a licli Jiarvest, and a new war as a free-* 

** hold estate Their reiterated cla- 

inonrs,” you tell ns, “ appeared like the 
public voice. Scarcely \v(^e the prelimi- 
naries of the neaty concluded, ikon" [ah 
odd so*t of Mnolish, this]/*' new grounds ot^ 

" war were rliscovc rcf^ S By these' 

'' means the coinbninhltS were prepared tor 
a new explosion.” And this, Sir, is, in 
another part of your pamphlet, what you call 
^ haWi; shown that ih.e present war wa-> in- 
stigi’vcd by a few iiilcresied and nnprinci- 
pled individuals.’* Tins representation of 
yours, .“.ir, is not true; and, as you have, 
fren. your frequent (juotiug of them, pro\ed 
that yvjLi have read llie .several official dis- 
patches, connected with the ruplijfe, in 
J803, yc‘U must have known, that it was lUit 
true, ill no one of these papers is there 
conrained any complaint against the Faigii^li 
^iress, previous to the slginng of the dclini- 
tive treaty; it \s notorious, that, at the liaie 
of signing the definiiivo treaty, and for se\c- 
ral months afterwards, all those liirelings, of 
■whom you speak, were engaged in praising 
the then first Consul and his govcrmiicnt; 
and, when, in the month of July, ItsO'i, Mr. 
Otto, fiiade his comjilaint to Lord Ilawkes- 
bury, the only presses he complained of by 
name were, that of Peltier, the Courier de 
Londres, and oi Cobbett. lie did, indeed, 
add, " and others like them;’* but those 
others it*would have J)een*-Nery diflicult for 
him to have pOinteci out As, therefore, 
Mr. Peltier and the Courier de Londres, b •> 
long to your class of foreigneyt, who sight 1 
without ceasing for tbc return of feydal vas- 
salage (not so degrading, by the bye, as the 
vassalage of our inanulactories), you leave 
to me, of course, the undivided honour of 
•having instigated the war, and 6t' being an 
interested and unprincipled individual,” 4* 
•' hireling who fattens upon tJie calamities 
of the nation.” But, Sir, again I say, 
that y#ur repre.scntation is not true, and that, 
as you had evidently read the offfeial pajfbrs, 
you must, at the time wltUn you wrote it, 
have known it not to be true. This will appear 
from the whole tenor of the papers, but par- 
ticularly from General Arldr^s-y’s letter to 
Lord H?lwke'>bury, of 8. Germinal, year 11, 
that is to say, in the month of March, Iiip3, 
in which letter he says: “ A few days after 
" the ratification of peace, one of his Bri- 
" tannic Majesty’s ministers declared that 
peace establishment mu.sl he considcr- 
able ; (tnd, the distrust e.xcited by lliis de- 

* See Mr, Otto’s letter, Rf^gistcr, Vol. ill. 
page 1002, 
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** claration, made in parliament|/{with as 
“ much bittefness asimpriprietv,^^irnishfd 
" a commentary for the exaggefation and 
" alarms wllicli were circulateH in de.spica- « 
“ ble paiTip|ile(s, and in ncfwspapers as cofi- 
" tempt i ble ds ^hose libels. Since that 
" time thcftd writers hj(ve fonn^kthcmselves 
" invariably supported ih their insoltrit ob- 
" ‘’servatioiis by particular phrases taken 
" from th»5 speeches leading members of 

parlian'.enL 'fkese speeches, scarcely to be 
*' cvcecdcd by the news- writers tlieni.selves, 

“ li.ive, /or eighteen months, tended to 
“ cncouiwigc insult against other govern- 
" nient.4, to that degree, that every- -Kuro,- 
" poan mu.st be olfended, and every rei^son- 
“ able I?ijg'.isliinaii nuist be hiyniliated, 'by 
" such uniic.nd-of I’centiousncss.” I In a 
spbsequent part of the .san.'c letter Aiidrec:.s- 
sy tclK Lord 1 law ke.sbiiry, tk. ^ the wish / f 
the First (Jonsul is, that measures slirjuld bo 
adopted in both countries to prevent any 
nienlion being made of what was parsing in 
theptlier; and tliis prevention he wished to 
bo extended t(^the *' oflicial discussivnN- i’s 
well as to the polemical writings ;”"'lhat is 
to say, to the parliament as well as to the 
///Yv>. Js it trut^ then. Sir, as you have 
prcsenteil, lliat the complaint of Fianc*” 
made against wi etched " hirelings” i 
that it was a few “ interested and unprinci^'*' 
pled individuals’ ' who blew up the dame of 
war ^ Or i.s yoix representaiion fal.se ? Ifeie, ^ 
in the letter of Andreos^y; is a Qomplaiut 
made of tlu* laiij^j^iat'^e of the ministry, of die 
opposition in' parliament, of pamphleteers 
’ and of new.^paper editors. Were all these— 
" interested and unprincipled” individuals, 
who “fattened- upon the calamities of the 
natioit,?” It is evident, not only from this 
Wlter of Andreossy, but from the generally 
•pervading tone of the correspondence, that 
Buonaparte aimed at silencing, not only the 
press, but the parliament, as far as related to 
him and his actions; and that, drst or 
last, nothing short of this would have satis- 
fied him. You, indee*l, appear to think, 
that there vyould be very little harm in the 
succe.ss of an effort of this kind. “ To fo- 
“ reign states,” you tell uu,* “ that which a 
“ country docs, or which it permits to be 
“ dong by its subjects is th^ same. With 
“ our internal regulations they can have no> 
“ concern ; but, they have a rightjo expeft 
“ from us that respect for ikeir institutions, 

•' which wc claim /hr our own.'' Well, Sir, 

t See the letter of Andreossy, heglsler 
Vol. III. p. 1055. The whole of the papers 
arc collected in iho volume, and at the place, 
here rarferred to. 
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and wh^^'is this respect-, which wecKiim for ' by the Dilke i)f Brnnswirk’s prnclnni.ition, 
oiir insfitutioiis S Can you ciic an instance, issued in 17^)-^; when we were told, as you 

'wliereinfcomplaint has been made by Eng- now tell us, that it was from indignation at 
^ laijd of a libel upon her in‘jtit«iions ? How the attempts to conqucM* and enslave her, 
rfany thousand^ of limes hasXthc king of that France became ^^•arllke and became hcr- 
Flngland been loaded, in llie^^Juerican pa- stJf a conqueror j and that, having, through 
per«, with every egathet and rfiiie expres- the courage and exertions inspired by^a love 
'» sive of wfiat is hjneful and \^i('ked; how i^f liberty, got ri(Vof, or subdued, all her 
mar^^ thousands of times have all tair iiisii- enemies, .she, from the we became 

tiitions been treated in the same m inner ^ luMself the slave of a single military despot, 

how many thousands of tipies have we been who kept a Cayenne DiligencS continually 

odied slaves, beasts of bnrdcn, journeymen up»}.i the trot; wiicn we werejjra^jr.told 
thieves, and all this becausrwe did notri.se- this, we laughed still more j and, \l was (his 
and overturn our institutioift. Yet, have that you would have prevented by the cutting 
you never heard, I believe. Sir, that our mi- of oiir cars off, or the splitting of our noses, 

nfster in America made, at any time, a com- Jf your doctrine be adopted, how shall w'e 

plaiht upon this score. You cai» tind no dare to wnic at all reep. c ling fneign nations? 

claim,” of this sort, tint wc have ever Who will daro to s:iy, that the go\ei nment 

mjide ; and, whether in a manner '' un- of France, or Spain, or Iv.issia, or Turkey, 

principled,” or not, yon have evidently in*- is not as good as I he government of England ^ 

vented sulih a claim, ononrpait, tor tlie Who will dare to d(‘scrl:je the character of 

purpose of defending, or of giving the air of foreign princes or ministers r Who will dare, 
reasonableness and fairness to, the claim of to write history? Who will dare to write a 

Buonaparte, which claim, yon leave your book of travels 5* Who wdll dare, upon sub- 

to conclude, ought to have tfooii jeers connected with foreign princes, of 
tgranled, in order to pievent tt.w renewal of states, to move his pen, or to open his lips ? 
^'.ihe war ; but, I think, it will not be ditflcnlt “ In war time we may abuse them as much, 
to convince those readers, tinit the man who as wc please.” But, not to dwell upon 
. '-;J have granted this claim, would have the baseness of this, upon the total want of 
. . no claim too great to be gianted. If principle which it developes, when the war 

rtoarc to respect the institutions” of fo- ronses, the newly-invented public law of 
Vcign nations, we are to respect one as well libel begins again to operate j so that the 

ns the other j and, why should we not, then, ulontical paper or book, which was a lawful 

** respect” the liK^iiisition in Spain r \'<)- publication but •ycslerd.iy, may, l(»-day, if 

lumes Iiave been writtoi!^ bv us against liiat a copy of it be sold (etory sale being a fresh 

'' fi.?s'titution i” and, if we'ViOght to be per- jinblic.Uioii), hubjectboih the aulhorand the 
milted to >^rito freely uj)o:i that subj -cf, puldi.dier to^lhc loss ot their cars and to 

why were we to hold onr longues as to tlje conlii'emenl id jail at tjie discreiion of the 

institutions of Bnonaparic, one of w hieh was judge, Afrcf broaching a doctrine like lhi.s, 
the celebrated Cayenne Diligence?” it is with .singular [nojirictv, that you ob- 

Why, Sir, pray tell us why, we onglft not ser\c, in tlic true aiioniey -general-like style, 

be permitted to speak of the latter insii- . that “ to incioach upon ihe treedom of the • 
tntion” as well as of the former ? About the prrs.s, will never bo the act of any rraJ! 
time, to which w'c arc referring, Buona- ** J/icml to the inUnesls of wan Idtid) but, 

parte, by a sham election, made hims^df ” to /o/ro/;/ //v /.•cc7//i{>i7.w/CA.y is not to eii- 
Consul for Life, in direct violation of what crt):ich upon, but to pre-iCrve tbat^free- 
WMS then called the «con-.litution of France.” “ dtau.” 'iiiese are almo^t the very w'o ids 
This must have been a scvcic mortitication to of Mr. lilack'-toiic. \\ho, .soon after he had 


you, and otiier-s, w hoi.e wisdnii] had, in 17 tH), 
perceived the day -star of libciiy a<lvanciug 
o*er the vine-covev’d hills and gay regions 
cf France;” and, out of rompasiion for 
yon, we might 1iavcdisgui'.-ed the fict,*ifthar 
]«d been pos.sib>e; but it w*as inipos.sibJe, 
and, jjicrefore, w'e did laugh most heartily at 
•hds/pqsl-like senate and legislative corps. 
AlltAc wor-ld laughed as w'cll as we,‘ “ the 
Qidy a inference w'as, we dared laugh out;” 
and, when we were told, that, this rnilitarv 
despotism, the establishment of w hich could ^ 
^owYjfe no longer disonised, had been caused 


put them into piint, becan.c a ‘lulge. This 
very Jonn ul’ words w.rs used in the case of 
Mr. Hcriot, who was pro^ecufed hv that fa- 
mous Wiiig, and “ Irieiid to the iiKtresl.s of 
mankind,” Lord St. \'iiict.tit, for having 
pubfisbed an aliedged f.il.-.buod iclative to his 
conduct, as Lord of the Admiralty j and. 
who. 111 order, J suppose, to prove to all 
\Ut world as clear as dayiiglit, that the tl^jig 
a.sseitod by Iiim u'.i;> false, wa.s l)«>nght iii 
trial by a form ('f process wdiic h pVwented 
him from producing aifv evidence to piov© 
that it waJi true. ‘Kcve.ihelcss^, ijenut 
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want of that information which must gene- 
rally prevail upon such subjects, would 
fiiin make the people believe, that Buona- 
parte was sincerely disposed to preserve 
the peace, and to dq^ist from all encroach- 
ments j and that the sole cause of the w/ir, 
in which we are now engaged, arose not 
fi'oiri’ any opinion entertained by our minis- 
ters that it uas necessary to our safety, but 
merely from the irritation produced by the 
unjust and offensive aspersions against the 
rpler of France,*’ written and published 
by ^1-magogues,” by “ mercenary 

** scribblers,” by “ a few interested and 
unprincipled individuals, who fatten upon 
the calamities of the natir)!! j” than 
which attempt to impose upon the unwary 
and to excite discontent in the distiesscd, 
I am inclined to beliete that few readers 
will be able to form an idea of any thing 
more completely unprincipled, especially 
when they come hereafter to compare your 
present exertions with that profound silence, 
which, while in parliament, you observed, 
upon the subject of the negociation of ISOt). 

IF. Before I speak of the Negociation of 
1800 and of the vmvs then manifested ly 
Napoleon, I cannot help making a remark 
or .two iipcm the manner, in which you 
introduce that part of your subject, reserv- 
ing, however, the pretty story about Mr. 
Fox and the assassin for a letter of lighter 
matter. ** The reins of government,” upon 
the dQiith of Mr. Pitt, you say, fell from 
the hands of his panic-stricken colleagues 
in office. A change in the administra- 
tion of the country look place, and the 
union of Lord Grenvill^’ and Mr. Fox 
** with that of their friends, ;enc(?uraged the 
hope, not only of a speedy termination of 
‘‘ hostilities, but of that steady and gradual 
V amelioration in our domestic concerns, 
** which, without alarming the fears of the* 
weak, might satisfy the resaonable ex- 
pectations of the country.*’ Now, Sir, 
it appears to me, that if your wisdom liad, 
upon this occasion, been equal to your 
aieal, you would not have sai(^ a woref about 
the reins falling from Ihe'hands of the panic- 
stricken colleagues of Mr. Pitt ; seeing that 
those very men have, and that, too, in a 
mordent of the war still* more calamitous 
than that in which they quitted office, rc- 
grasped the reins of goveinment, andf hoist- 
ing the Duke of Portland to the head of the 
jninisiry, have not only defeated their po- 
ijiicahcpponcnts, but have adopted measures, 
wiiich have made the eilcmy, though now 
bccoivic the conqueror of all the continent 
of Europe, lower his tone with ■ respect Ip 
England, You tell us,Sir,that thw change 


which took place, at the time referred to j 
that the union of Lord ^renvillq and Mr. 
Fox with thal of their friends, ^Acouraged 
the hope of a speedy terminatipf! of hos- 
tilities 5 bi/, yiDudo not give us any reason/ 
or producePany indication &f public feeling, 
upon whict tliis assertion is ffiunded. Dif- 
ficult indeccl would it be for yo6*to doeilher.^ 
The new "ministry was composed of Mr. 
Fox and three others, who had approved of 
the peace of Amiens, besides Mr. Adding- 
ton and Lord Ellen borough, who were in 
office when th^ peace was made; but, in 
this same roMiistry were Lord Grenville, 
who was at the head of the whole, Mr. 
Windham who was at the head of the w-ar 
department, and, in one post, or another, 
every lord and every coiiimono**, with, {be- 
lieve, the sole exception of Loid Folkestone, 
who had voted against the peace oi Amiens, 
your delightful ptface of Amiens, the non - 
preservation of which you so pathetically 
lament. Nay, sir, in this ministry were, 
without exception, all those noblemen and 
gentlemen, whose speeches in parliament 
hail given si,' much oifence to Buonaparte, 
previous to the commencement of the war ; 
and who, moreover, had, from time to time, 
taken special care to convinpe the nation, 
that their opinion of his character and views 
had undergone no material change. Pray 
tejl us, then, sir, how their elevation to 
power (of whiclj, observe, they were at the 
very liead) could, in any sane mind, cn- 
courage the hope of ‘a speedy termination 
of hostilities.’*’ Yet, when you coqjie af- 
!erw.^^dsto speak of the Icrnai; nation of the 
war between France and Russia, and of the 
second change in the ministry, which had 
taken place in the interim, you again advert 
to ihi^ disposition in the late rwinistry, and 
that, too, for purposes &o evidently of a 
factious nature as not to leave them the pos- 
sibility of their being misunderstood. In 
the mean time,” Sray you, d^jichange 
** had taken place in the British rtfcistry, 
founded on one oft he most extraof^nary 
popular delusions'evcr practised oR the 
credulity of a nation. As the nevi^ii- 
** nisters consisted chietly of those, wffioaad 
supported, with undeviating pertinacry, 
the w'ai- system, it was not to be expected, 
(bat any change of measures, favourable 
to a pacification, was likely to take place.”. 
Then you proceed to hi)eak of the olfcr* of 
lliissiiin medialif)!!, and to ascri^^ its ^fjec- 
lion to this pertinacious love of yar, in the 
present ministers. This is a point of great 
importirt'ce with you ; it is the foundation 
work of the false notions, which your 
pamphlet is calculated to inculcate j and; 
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thereforo. It is necessary to remove it. The 
persons, now alive,# who had most pertina- 
ciously supi&irted the *' war systfem,’* were 
Lord Gren>^le, late first lord of the trea- 
silfy. Mr. Winciham, late secretafV of state 
"'for tne war departnfent, Mr. pienfille, late 
first lord of the admiralty. Lord PItAwilliam, 
late president ot the council, Lor J Spencer, 
late secjetary of state for the homfe depart- 
ment. Here were five cabinet ministers, 
all of whom had voted against the peace of 
Amiens ; all of whom ha(> undeviatingly 
contended, that no peace with Buonaparte, 
under circumstances, such as evjsted at the 
*time when that treaty was made, could be 
safe 5 all- ol whom had contended, that, 
iTierelj^ as a trial against time, the chances 
of war were better than the changes of 
peace. Now, look at the present cabinet, 
and J^ou will find, sir, that there are some 
wh(f were in office when the peace of 
Amiens was made ; that almost the whole 
pf them, not then in office, spoke in favour 
of that peace ; and that there is not amongst 
lh#m, nor, 1 believe, in any of the suba^ 
tern post of the ministry, one^single man, 
who cither spoke or voted against that peace. 
I do not say this in conimondatioii of their 
conduct ; for, my opinion is, that that peace 
was injurious as well as disgraceful to Eng- 
land ; but, I say it for the purpose of shout- 
ing, that the caust?, to which you are de- 
.sirous of attributing the rejection <»f the 
pfficr of Russian mediation has no toundation 
in fact, and is a pure Invention of your own. 
I must say, too, that I hfok upon it ns an 
invention procf?eding from a motive, which, 
without the least exaggeration, may l)e 
called unprincipled for, (hat motive 
evidently is to endeavour to* obtain ven- 
geance on the ministers for your defeat at 
Liverpool, by representing them as being 
so pertinaciously attached to a system of 
war, that, w/ii/ti they remnitt in office, the 
country, whatever its sufferings may be, 
and however useless and hopeless may be 
the continuation of the contest, has not the 
smallest chance of a restoration of pence. 

Having cleared up this point;. I should 

now proceed to the Negociation of 1 80Ci ; 
but, not having room to conclude it in the 
present siieet, I shall postpone it to my 
next, remaining, in the mean while, • 

^ , Your, itc. 

Bothy, l y/i Ftl\ 1808. Wm. C’oni»ETT. 

PI-RISH COMMEKCF..” 

Sill,— Such is the motto you have adopt- 
ed' to several of your late speculations, but 
before I concur in the sentiment, I rcqtiire 
ixuirQ explanation. If I understand Mr. 


Spence, he does by no means maintain that 
foreign commerce is injurious, or that it 
shotTld be either at once, or gradually given 
up. He says only that the loss of it would 
not be so hurtful as is generally imagined, 
whicji under our^ present circumstances it 
consoling, and I think he has in a great 
measure proved it. But if I understand 
you, Mr. Cobbett, you are for applying the 
axe to the root, completely, and without ce^ 
remoii) . You maintain that natural weahh 
cannot arise from foreign commerce. Now 
let ns t?ke the instance of HQlland- 
will not surely deny that Holland was a rich 
country. Though her commerce is almost 
ann ill! lilted she is still a rich country. Her 
riches were not at the former jieriod, muck 
more th.in now, adventitious or Boating. 
They were fixed, permanent, icalised. How 
were these riches acquired but by foreign com- 
merce ? Her terrilorv, though fertile and 
cultivated to the uttermost, was small and 
never could afford subsistence to half of the 
inhabitants. Her riches could not therefore 
arise from agi icultnre or her own produce, 
or the internal consumption either of it or 
her manufactures. — I conceive only one 
way of surmounting this example and still 
adhering to your doctrines as applied to this 
country. It may be said that the Diftck 
were merely Carriers. The gain oT the 
Carriers though small is steady and cerlain. 
And are not we also Carriers, though ii(»t 
in the same proportion as the Dutch, regard- 
ing I lie extent of dur commerce and theirs, 
because we liatt' a great country to supply, 
and a luxurious people, while they w'crc a 
^rnall country ^nd an ucconomical frugal 
people. we send bullion and our 

manufactured goods to the East' Indies, and 
bring back ica.s and other luxuries, or ariicles 
we might do williout, are all these consumed 
•by ourselves } Do wo not send a surplus to 
other countries, and from thence derive a 
profit which is an addition to the natural 
wealth ? Instanang the trade to the last, 
the most unprofitable commerce we foltbw, 
is giving you every advantage. — ^I'ill I am 
heller iiivnucted, T shall hold my opinion 
tliat while the balance of foreign conimere^ 
is ill our favour, however small that balani« 
may be — if the tende of export and inipou 
were precisely at par — it is highly advanta- 
geoussfor llie country to preserve it, were it 
meioiy becaiis'* it .supports a multitude of 
industrious people. I don’t .speak of the 
mej^chants or the capitalists, but the actual 
manufaciurers. J c()n*>ivler it a mere fall^^y 
or sophistry, to .say these are reJdy paid 
l^from the produce of oui* own .soil. Weio 
it so, the country would long ago have felt 
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the burden of excessive population. But 
these manufacturers purchase ‘the produce 
from the wages which commercial mei>are 
able from the surplus gain to afford. They 
are in truth mniiitained in a great measure by 
foreigners, and thus commerce and agricul- 
ture mutually tend to the support and*en- 
coui*agement of one another. — I. 


LEGISLATIVE KEGULATION'S. 

Sir, — There are two subjects affecting 
the politii^ of this country, which, though 
they^have by no means escaped your notice, 
have not been immediately placed in :i point 
of view as calling for legislative interference 3 
though I confess, that to my humble appre- 
hensiem, they seem to demand the early con- 
sideration of parliament. Tlie first of these 
subjects relates to the liberty, which by oiir 
laws are given to subjects of this country, 
of becoming ilie proprietors of funded or 
hiiuied property under tin? doininiou of a 
foreign jiowcr. The second regards the pro- 
priety iif a naval or military commander 
being directly, or indirectly, interested in 
the traflic of any merchandize, or other com- 
mercial spoculatioii. No nation has ever 
yet depended for its support on the volun- 
tary allegiance of its < in/cij-». Laws have 
always been ciiactcil tv> entoice allegiance, 
and to punish th(\si who have witlilnld it : 
and tlioiii’Ji that nation must be weak in- 
deed, whose subjects arc kept in a state ut' 
obedience purely by means of force, .nid iis 
exi.steflce iriust coiuinuc^cxticmcly preca- 
rious, yet have such coiiipulsiiry laws, ». ven 
ill republics, been ever held cs'^cniial , not 
as implying that the atVcelioiS'i of the pco})l<? 
were to be draibl^’d, but cenert th.ft 
aberration from duty, wbicl] no state can be 
entirely free from, and to prevent the iiiis- 
chievoiiM eifccls which the example of one 
disaffected ciii/cii might jitoduce, by con-* 
taminating the miiul'i of others : such being 
the frailty of hutnaii nature, that even error 
has at all periods found its votai i^-.. Jl’ then 
alleg^’ance be mj ci.'icnlial to the welfare and 
existence of a stale in times of iranqiflllity, 
how much more impoittfiU does it become 
in those unfortunate periods, when the dis- 
tracted ambition of one nation, or the petu- 
lant arrogance of aiiolhei* threatens her 
with Bear approaching hostility. It is then 
that allegiance, which before w'as scj^rccly 
mftre than a name^ is called upon to assume 
a palpable existence. Jt is then that a state 
imperiously calls for her Nestors and her 
Ulysseses : for the most vigorous and atle 
counsels*?'of her subjects. It is then that 
she expects that those wlio are delegated J 
with the great and* important trust of de- 


fending their country, should be animated 
with the zeal of a-Nelson, and feci no satis- 
faction greatet than that of ‘'vshaking-otl 
this mortal coil,” in so dear ami honorable 
a cause. But, sir, that these puri)Oses shoi^d 
be answJred, it is essential that the 
viDUAL sLnulfl not conflict with the ruuLic 
interest. iSelf-love, liowevtir^ qiiainrfy af- 
fected to.be despised by some, is thegrerft- 
ma.siersj)ring of the human machiife, and 
.statesmen and philosophers must invariably, 
regard its operation*, both in their specula- 
tions and practice. To edict therefore the 
advantages vvK^ch rchultfrom true allcgi»ince, 
tlie snbject*1n all his interests must be con- • 
nected wnih his country : he must have all 
l)is nearest and dearest ohjeirts insulated with- 
in hciv territories * by this means tlic ifubject 
and the state an? idemified in point of be- 
nefit, and to defend and p; elect the latItM' is 
to preserve the treasures of the former. Jiut 
when the subject is mnviscly permitted to 
become a fundholder or lantl proprietor in a 
foreign territory, his inteiest is immediately 
divided, and the Hercules, wliich but 
tSis would have been of iuenlimable benefit 
to his nali\i/ state, becomes a mere useless 
("olossii.-, striding the vast ocean,* w'ith one 
foot on 1‘itlicr tcirit(>i v, hut of utility to 
neithei. But what if the interest of the .sub- 
ject dionld prepoiulorale against hi.s native 
country ? AVe may be told that a hero woultT 
offer up all T)r'i^ale inieicst at the shrine of 
patriotism; but let it be remembered that 
all men ate not hcroesf 4 iowevcr we may 
boast of integrity and inflexible justircj w'e 
sliould rcllcet, the.t only one Lucius Junius 
Brutus has been met with in’ tliirteeii cen- 
turies j and that the conduct of this man (a 
chief magistrate I) in puiii.shing his two .sons 
for yreason agaiinst the stale, ha.s been the 
subject of unceasing panegyric by all his- 
torian.?, from that pcrjpd to the present : . 
a sufiicient example to prove how few arc 
the instances in which public duly triumphs 
over private feeling. It i.s not, however, 
(luring the immediate period of a war that 
tJiis distraction of interests in the subject is 
to be regarded ; the most material consi- 
deration, is the conduct of such a man pend- 
ing a negotiation, to preclude the necessity 
of a war. What concession.?, werj such an 
one minister, is it to be supposed that he 
woultinot make, to prevent iliat hostility, 
which would deprive hlVn of a prtiperiy 
upon which the splendour of 
might possibly xlepend ! And witl^vhAt ad- 
vantage wT)ulil that enemy treat with us, in 
whose power should be placed a considera- 
ble mass of the property of subjects. ' 
Indeed view Ac subjeeV as tfispassionalcly^ 
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and with as little prejudice as you please, it 
is burroumled on all sides with the niObt 
glaring disadvantages : whether ^ve are at 
preseilt laboring under any inconveniences 
arising from any of the circumstances before 
noticed, 1 shall no| anticipate j sii^iciently 
clear it is, that the subjects Af power 
possessing projisirty in a foreign stdfe, must 
to* such power prove extreiiiely pernicious 
in its C(wi sequences j and [ therefore trubt 
that sonic early legislative provision, will 
■^nit an end to so bancful*a practice. With 
’ respect to the second of the subjects mcn- 
rioiicd by me, regarding nnvjfcand niilitarj' 
commanders, eitlier directly or* indirc-cily 
ciigagingiii commercial spccuKilioiis, 1 .^haJl 
not LMitcr ’iuto any reasoning to shew the 
impolicy of jiermlliing such a species of 
tratMc, as the (?l3servalious 1 have already 
maclc^ on the former subject, are equally 
-it^plipablc to the present. Whether the 
articles of war, or any regulations aflecting 
^ our army or navy, proliihit any ofiicer naval 
nr military from becoming a merchant I 
know not j but if theie be any such prohi- 
bition, it certainly docs not provide againt>f 
the embarking a sum of rnonc)^ or being 
interested in the prolits ot any mercantile 
adventme, or such a prohibition is indeed 
but little attended to, and shouKl be better 
expressed. I'liat a naval or military com- 
lUandor should be iiiliuenced with no in- 
tcre.st that may induce even a momcniary 
deviation from the strict jicrformaiu'e of 
those services whioli Jiis country ju.stly ex- 
pects from him, is so 'jcJf, evident, that I 
shall hot ficcupy more of your time, Mr. 
Cobbetl, than t*d expres.s my earnest wishe.s, 
that a regulation to this clfect, may also 
engage the early attention of the ensuing 

parliament. W. V. S . — Lincolns Inn, 

Jan. mh, • 

r*U\DlSG* SYSTEM. 

Mr. Corbett, — I take the liberty of sug- 
gesting a few hints on the subject of our 
PuETic Debt and Sinking Imnd, in conse- 
quence of the letter of €. S. which appeared 
in your la.st Register.— I have neither 
time nor ability to enter into a minute dis- 
cussion of the various opinions, which have 
at difterent^ times appealed in your Register 
on this most interc.'iiing and important sub- 
ject} but as I have ! bought your idea? to 
hav^ been sometimeli erroneous, I shall con- 
tent myselfvitha few observations, in hopes 
that you, who are more comjieteiit to the 
task, will pursue the enquiry, and either ac- 
knowledge ihe propriety of my opinions, or 
endeavour to convince me that 1 am wrong. 
Your correspondent quotes from the S 2 >ccch 


of I.ord H. Petty; a passage to shew that it ' 
was the opinion of Mr. Pitt, as well as him- 
self^ that great mi.schief might arise from 
the extinguisliing at once a very large por-^ 
lion of the national debt. — He says, that bjr^ 
returning all iheir.pcaniial*lo the holders of 
stock*, capital itself \vould cease to be of 
value and the nation might be nearly ruined, 
— In order to prove the fallacy of this rea- 
soning, I .shall lir.st state that I consider the 
whole ( t the national debt to be an ideal 
property, entirely dt pending on tile regular 
payment of an annual interest, raised^ by 
taxes fn)m the people. The^contmual ad- 
dition to the amount of the debt mu.st lower 
the value of money by inert'asing the sum 
to be rai.sccl upon the people out of the pro- 
duce of their industry. — Docs not this de- 
preciatifin lessen the re.il bnrthcri of the 
debt, in proportion as a pound of tlic interest 
will buy les.s corn than it use;d to do ? This 
is .some consolation to me in comparing the 
prc;ent debt with that of former times , the 
real pressure there may have been nearly 
equal to v. hat wc experience now. — Doe.s 
not that part of the ])roduce of liic taxes 
which is received by the conimissioncis for 
the reduction of the national debt, a.s the in- 
tcre.st of the stix;k redeemed, keep up the 
price of the slocks wiien bi ought into Hie , 
maik(‘i for the purcha'^* f)!* other stock, by 
providing a con.stant supplv for those, who, 
troin any cause, w.ant lo ('onvert their fixed 
capital mtu money ? In ntlicr words, doe.s it 
not keep down ih#; interest of mon^ by 
making 3 per cent, worth more than it 
otherwise w^oiild be ^ — If the operation of 
llw Finking Fu^d should ci)niiime so long 
a.s to bring iutOj^Ihe marlx^t more fnoney as 
interest of rtie .stock rcileemed, than would 
buy the new stock vvanled to be created for 
the exigencic.s of government, and what 
.‘diould be brought lor .sale by individuals, I 
copccivc it miglit so raise the price of 
5tock.s, or in other words lower the rate of 
interest a.s to make the annual revenue from 
every kind of property proportionably 
as was* iluj cd%e when consols were above 
()0. — In this view 4 conceive the Sinking 
Fund an assistance to llie commercial world, 
wdiich a ways lind.s money scarce v. hen in- 
terc.st is bigji. Su 4 )posc no part of tiio Na- 
tional Debt is wiped <Hit, or .suppose tax 
producing |)jrt of the iuttrest of the debt is 
repealed, but an addition i.s on the contrary 
annually made for iheycai’s services, w'ill 
not the real value of money, that i.s, its rela- 
tive talue to corn, continue to be depreciatedy. 
so as to raise the actual price of ev^y pro- 
perty measured by the circulating medium; 
which I presume to coiiiinue to be Bank of 
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England notes, 'whilst the proportion of re- 
venue from such property is Jes*sened, till it 
shall make rorn nominaliy so much higher 
here than in other countries, and raise the 
exchange so much against England as to 
make bullion hear' a higher value in that 
state than as coin ? This would occasioiAwo 
prices of every coiurnodity. a money price 
and a paper price, or in other words cause 
the measure of property to be Bank of 
England notes compared with their value in 
the corn market, and give to tho'^e notes a 
price of s(^iuch silver per pound sterling, 
instead of ’saying a'* we. now do, gold and 
silver are worth so many pound notes per 
ounce or larger weight. I conceive this has 
been hitherto prevented since the restriction 
on the bank and depreciation in the value of 
money, by an actual depression in the gene- 
ral market of t!ie woild for bullion, by the 
encreased quantity furnished from America, 
and the lessened demand for it in France, 
&:c. since the revolution, when the church 
plate has been melted down to aid the sup- 
ply from America in the work of depre.s- 
sion. — When the relative proportion of the 
price of bullion to paper money sluill be 
found to alter, will not this be corrected by 
cancelling a proportion of tlje debt, that is 
by Nuking orV a certain quantity of taxes ? 
•For as increasing the taxes or the sum to be 
paid out of the pioduce of the estates of the 
country raises the? nominal price of corn, 
and thus lowers the value of a pound note j 
J condeivc the priqo of ’corn would be re- 
duced, or the value of a pound note be raised 
by the contrary ojieration of lessening the 
taxes. 1 call it the noinii«al price of conf, 
presuming with Pr. Smitftv that the real 
price as measured by labour is always nearly 
the same. If these ideas be correct, may 
not the alteration in the price of bank notes 
as measured by bullion, become the crite* 
rion to judge how soon a part of the dobt 
should be extinguished ? — As the commis- 
sioners only buy stock voluntarily offered for 
salft, it is impossible they can throw more 
capital into the hands of life public than 
shall be actually wantedf and as ext’nguish- 
ing the debr is only annihilating taxes, how 
can it have the effect to depreciate the value 
of circulating capital accoKding to Lord H. 
Petty’s statement. He appears to confound 
the present purchases of the commi.vioners 
wdth the ultimate extinction of the debt, 
which 1 have endeavoured to shew must be 
independent of each other. — The purchases 
by the cominis.sioucrs must raise the price of 
stock, 4hat is lessen the intere.st or revenue 
l/Om capital — but the extinction of the tlcbj 
wilLincr ase the value in corn, or real value 


of the interest or mottey so derived from ca- 
pital.— -1 remain, &c.f Lasey. 

TITHES. 

Sir, — ^As very great and important ta- 
siness, wiHl in all probabKity, beagitatedand 
di.sciis.sed\aT thV. ensuing meeting of parlia- 
ment j there is none of a doiiicstic na(\irc of 
equal weight and importance than the sub-' 
•jeet of tithes, as the abolition of which is 
fi-rvi ndy and SLrir>psly prayed for by thou-* 
j^ands of hi.s Majesty’s faithful and loyal sub- 
ject.s, both clergy and laity ; and although I 
much adrnire,*^nd approve of your remarks 
and ob'»ervntions upon most subjects upon 
wliich you write, yet I am truly astonished 
at your objections for a commutation , in 
lieu of this most abominable, and detestable 
of all taxes and impo^^s. this curse upon 
industiy and agricultural improvement**, 
which nothing can ameliorate but a Aotal 
abolition It is far from my wish that the 
clergy should sustain one farthing lo.ss by 
any innovation or change in the tiihing sys- 
tem, my most ardent wiali i.s to make the 
clmrch truly respectable, and I am confident 
every landholder and occupier, will readily 
and chcarfully pay more by commutation 
than they do at present. — Wlien we consider 
the manifold disputes, the enmity and hatred 
which is established and riveted, between 
the tithe owuier and fanner, not only for 
their lives, but frequently descend to gene- 
rations } when we sec our churches desert- 
ed, and religion fest declining ; w'hen we .see 
in our courts of ‘justice thousands of pounds 
spended in law, arising oftentimes from the 
most frivolous causes, must .surely be a con- 
viction how grievous and detestable the pre- 
sent tithing .system must be to every one. 
Tojllustrate that disputes at law frequently 
arise from frivolous causes, I beg leave to 
state the case of a ver.y industrious, honest, • 
worthy friend of mine, residing in the vves- 
tcni part of this country. The great bashaw 
Ty the -Monger, w ho is a layman, has been 
in the practice of taking his tithes in kind, 
and from an elcctioh pique he harboured 
agairst n'^y friend, ordered his men whom he 
sent to collect his tithes, to treat him with 
every kind of insult and indignity j acqord- 
ingly, when they first came to cpllect their* 
lithq^, they let their trace horses loose in a 
fine field of wheat, to eat and trample my 
friend’s corn, while they loaded their caffs j 
at another time they left open a^ate vjhich 
they passed through, and let a nurnber of 
cattle into another field which was not cut, 
and did considerable damage ; at another 
time broke open a gate, and went into ano- 
ther corn field, and carried away what they 
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thought proper before the tithe waj; set out, 
and wlien my frienll went to remonstrate, 
and pray they would discontmue to harrass 
and injure him jn such manner, he receiv- 
ed n# other apologj than the mo;t heinous 
curses and scurrilous abuse, whigh was too 
much /or Johi\Bull to take, and h,i gave one 
of the fellows who was the njost abusive and 
impertinent a box under the earj and, I 
dare say, Mr. Cobbett, you and every reader 
/of your Register, will say, what a pity but 
lie had given him a good threshing. And for 
this great assault the great tiyie-monger has 
^actually instituted a suit against him, which 
is now pending in a court of law. To enu- 
merate hoV very grievous and obnoxious the 
jpresewt tithe system is, would iiii a v(Tlumc 
of your Register. Consider, Sir, how many 
miliums of acres of w«is(e land would be 
«-t/fought into cultivation, if aoonimutaiiou of 
tithes should fortunately take place, and how 
I many of hands would be employed in such 
^ cultivation, which now is thrown out of ''m- 
ployrnent by the rigorous decrees of Buona- 
parte. I am persuaded, but few Jandholdofs 
will begin this great national improvement, 
without an alteration takes place in tithes, 
lor no sooner has the farmer brought his 
land into an excellent state of culture, at an 
immense expcnce, but in comes tJie tithe 
man immediately for the tenth of its pro- 
duce. 1 beg to state the case of a gendt- 

mau who inclosed a part of IVIindip Hills 
near Bristol. Hejn:j,Je an excellent fence, 
ploughed it thrice over, and carried an im • 
inenite quantity of manure; and for thefiist 
crop (which 1* believe was oats) the tithe 
man’s demand was ten shillings per acre the 
whole value of the land per acre by the } ear, 
the gentleman discontinued arty farther im- 
provements in enclosing hi.s waste land, from 
tile rapacity of this man’s exorbitant demand. 
Such vultures, such* blood suckers are the 
generality of tithe owners. Whenever the 
abolition of tithes takes place (and which / 
hope 1 shall live to see) what a happy, pros- 
perous, thriving country will Old England 
be. Our granaries will always be filled with 
corn, and in case of bad crops, or bad har- 
ve.st which often occur, we shall alw'ays have 
a store for every emergency, without the aid 
of any foteign power to sujiply us.' And 
however lukewarm many people iitity be 
about a revolution or change of government, 
arisu^; scikly from the oppression of tithes, if 
thif^ious tax could be removed, and an 
equivalent Substituted, we m.ay then bid de- 
fiance to Buonaparte and his subjugated vas- 
sals. Our chinches will again be filled wdtli 
thousands of absentees, religion will re- 
vive and prosjier, and unanimity, cordiality. 
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and brotherly love w ill be established be- 
tw^ega all ranks. — I am. Sir, &c.— J. F.D. 
Taunton, Jan. 8, 1808. 


TITHKS. 

Swt ; — Mudi has been written in your Re- 
gister lately on the subject of tithes; but 
amongst tlie ditferent opinions wliich have 
been theie advanced, nothing accovclingto 
my app-eliension h.is evinced either know- 
ledge or ability — ^Th<* learned niul the un- 
learned, — the l.iiKllord and the tenant ; eVen 
the merchaiit, the tradcsinaa. a’ul the me- 
chanic, haverai.sed llieir voicesagainst tithes, 
as being o|>piessive : but it is to be doubted 
if a few of these rightly understand what 
they conside as obnoxious.— To sliake the 
.siriicture on wliich tithes arc founded, needs 
more than ronuncn mgcuLiity ; but to prove 
that the rcMsonings ai'.d assert ioas of ihbse 
who liy tvO raise a cl.miour against tlieni, 
aie fallacious and absuid, requires not splen- 
did attainments, but simply a few facts tliat 
are growing a little antiquated and almost 
forgotten, tlirongh the siipincness of the 
clergy. — ^Ibere is a monition (quoted by 
Lyndwood) from Wincbelsey, Archbishop of 
Canterbury about the year 1300, to the cler- 
gy of his province, dcsiiing them ** to^ad- 
“ monish and induce tlieir parishioners to 
pay fully and without di ml nut ion the 
tithes of milk, isre. &c. ^.c. “ but if 

** they should fail to obey, let them (the* 
clergy), compel them, }kc. Sec.”, This 
document sidbciemly pi»ovLS that the law of 
tithing rif'iii'd, tuai / ro>^nizf‘(l and aried 
upon lu those days. \o\v, Sir, as Winchel-’ 
soy was A'clibijliop .some few ye.irs prior to 
the year 1#;00 * I shall Assume it, as being 
undeniably 500 years ago, and proceed to 
ask, whether tiie Ilow'arJs, the Russclls, the 
(ji'cys, the Grenvilles of the prei-ent day have 
*a more ancient, or can make out a more ho- 
norable nncl legal claim to their possessions 
than the parson to his tithes ? I deny that 
they can. Then Mr, Cobbett what are those 
innovators anjJ meddlers about, who wiffli to 
overturn this ancient i.nv * Allow' me lo 
a.sk, that, wdienyoiiare about to purchase.ir 
piece of ground, ifvou do not first of all 
consider that it is subject to a land tax and 
tithes ? And if do not p”y accordyigly 
AH records convince us that our ancestors did 
so. Db you think that any oneef your corres- 
pondents knows an instance, where a pur- 
chaser has been taken by surpri%e and ha» 
be«n really ignorant ot tiie tithe laws. — You 
and I may as well sny to the butcher of 
whom we buy a surloin of beef, mat it. is 
oppressive to make us ixty 9*^1. a pound for < 
the bor.i* in it, as that a man should in ibeso 
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days declare tithes to be so ; we ought to 
know that there are bones in the beef; •and 
every purchaser of an c.'state does know 
that the estate is subject to tithes, if he has 
not paid an equivalent •for its being tithe 
free. — I shall leave it to those who hav<! lei- 
sure and inclination to settle whether tithes 
are due jure divino” or jure humano>'* 
or whether it was a pope or a king who was 
the first author of appropriations ; it is 
enough fbr me to have proved their antiqui- 
to be as great or greater than any other 
tenure; as* in* so doing, I humbly presume 
that my argument in defence of them is un- 
answerable. — I am not so blind and preju- 
diced as not to discover some hardships in 
the strict gathering of tithes ; but every 
succedaneum which I have seen proposed, 
has been in(‘fficient and inadequate ; and I 
am constrained to express mv fears tliat no 
plan can be adopted, whieJi will be better 
for the community, and at the same lime 
secure the indejieiidence of the clergy, than 
the old fiishioned one, which system-mongers 
are anxious to annihilate. — 1 am, kc, &c. 
D. X. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Brazil Tkapf.. — Circular Letter from the 
Portuguese AmLassador to the (ioveruor of 
the Lland of St Catherine, and Condi- 
tions of exporting goods to St. Catherine, 
until the pleasure of the Prince Recent be 
knbwn. — London, bearing date the Olh of 
January, 180.S. * 

(Concluded from p. T2 \.) 

Rdly. Besides, every master and ship- 
per will bind tjiemsobo^, to pay at the 
custom house of the said port, the same 
duties (hat were paid in Portugal upon everv 
such article, or in 1 icu thereof, such as may have 
been already established by his Royal high* 
ness the Prince Uegent.~Jlhly. According 
to your olier, and to ascertain that no c(jn- 
traband goods arc exported thither, the 
of the said cargo sworn, and au- 
thenticated as usual at this Custom 'house, 
will be signed by the agent and consul ge- 
neral, Mr. John Charles Lucena, and by 
me. — 5thly. On Ihc^e conditions, wJiicli 
contain all that fair trade ciin wish for at pre- 
seiitr I will mo.st willingly provide every 
captain with a letter of mine to l);e<g*>ver- 
iiur of said port, informing him ot what 
1 have done, and requesting him earnestly to 
require immediate instructions from the Rio 
de Janeiro, in case his Royal Highness is 
alreadydurivcd ; and should his Royal High- 
ness be not yet arrived, requesting him be- 
sides not to enforce the existing laws, but 
to suspend^hem until he receives the in- 


structions required, wlijch cannot fee long in 
coming, aKd in the mean while not*to mo- 
lest, but perniitthe said ships to wait ‘peace- 
ably for Ike ucw oiders ; uiicss he shoulibe 
authorisi?d by his formtfr instructions to ad- 
mit the eiKry'of such good.s, on paying the 
same duties a.*! in Portugal, rftul to allow the 
captains >10 invest their proceeds in the pfo- 
diKie of the country, in whicli casel*will ar- 
dently request thc^Governor to facilitate thi^ 
trade. — P. S. J need not say, that upon your' 
application witji the licence of the privy 
council, kc-.^tec. &c. the manifest will be 
signed by^ue, and my letter to the governof 
will be ilelivered immediately, the 

least expcucc to any of the concerned. — 
N. Bf I request their r’.f'ollejiciestheVicerof 
and governor of the ditferenr ports of Brazil, 
which this sliip may enter in dui'-ess? tl^jit 
they will cause it to be accompanied J^y x 
giiarda costa to the port of the island of St. 
Catherine, in order to avoid any unjust sus- 
picion against the captain, of illicit com- 
merce. 

• 

Exofani ).— (f certain ports in 
Spain, notified to the American Minister, 
in Loudon, by Mr. Canning, 8/// Jan,, 
1808. 

The undersigned, his majesty’s princi- 
pal secretary of btate for Foreign AlTaifs, 
has received his majesty’s commands to ac- 
quaint Mr. Pinkney, that his majesty has 
judged it expedient to •establish the most 
rigorous bloi:kade at tlie entrance of the port* 
f Carthiigeiui, (\idiz and St. l.ucar; and 
of all the intermedialc ports, situated 
and lying between the .said ports of Car- 
thagena and ‘St. Lucar ; Mr. ' Pinkney 
is ^ therefore requested to apprize the 
American Consuls and merchants, re- 
siding in England, thyt the ciUranre of all- 
the pt)rls abovcrnenlioned arc, and must be 
considered as being in a stale of blockade ; 
and that, from this time, all the meax m^ s 
authorized by the law of nations, and the 
respective treaties between his majesty and 
the different neutral powers, will be adopted 
and executed, with respect to the ves.sels at- 
tempting to violate the said blockade, after 
this notice. — ^I’he undersigned rcyjuests Mr. 
Pinl^ney to accept the assurances of his liigli 
consideration. 

American States Mr, Jeff9rso1t^Lct~ 

ter to the Assembly of Pennsylvania, de- 
clining the alft'K of serving again, as 
President, Dated, Dec, 10, 1807- 

Gentlemen, 1 received in due sea- 

son, the Addres.s of the General Assembly 
of Pennsylvania^ under cov«r from the 
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Speaker of the two Houses, in which, with 
their approbation o^ the genera^ course of 
my administration, they were* so good as to 
express their desire that I should (^unsepl to 
be pi^posed again the public voice, on 
the expiration of my present tern* of orfice- 
Kntcrt^ining, I do, for the General As- 
^txnbly of Pennsylvania, those sentiments of 
high resjK'ct which would have prompted an 
immediate answer ; 1 w’as certain, neverthe- 
/ess, they would approve*a delay wdiicb had 
F for its object to avoid a prenfature agitation 
of the public mind, on a subj^it so interest- 
jngjis the election of the chief mr^istratc. — 
That I should lay down my cliargc, at a pro- 
per period; is as much a duly as to have 
borne k faithfully. If some terminatipn to 
tTie service of rtie chief magislralc be not 
alHxe^ by the constitution, or supplied by 
■^./ifct»ce^i| IS office, nominally for years, will, 
in flR^t, become for life, and history shews 
how easily that degenerates into an inheri- 
tance. — Believing that a represcMitative go- 
vernment, responsible at short periods of 
clcclions, is that which produces the great^ 
cst sum of happiness to mnnkiudf f feel it a 
duty to do no act which shall essential ly im- 
pair that principle j and I should unwilling* 
ly be llie peison, who, disregarding the 
sound precedent sot by an illustrious prede- 
robsor, should furnish the fust example of 
[irolonging beyond the second term of oiilce. 
— Truth also requiies me to add, that 1 am 
sensible of that doclgie^whieh doeliriing ycai s 
bring on — niid feeling thejr physical, I 
ought not to d«ubt their mental clFect ; iiap 
[iV, if 1 am tlic first to pcrcidve and to c biy 
this admonition of human natnie, aiul to so- 
licit a retreat from caies too i;reat for the 
wearied faculties of ng(\ — imr i!ie appi‘f>ha- 
tion which the General Assomhly of r<‘ifn- 
s}Ivariia has been pleased to expn-ss of ihe 
principles and measniAs piiiMieci in (he ma- 
nagement of tbeir affairs, 1 .jui sincerely 
thankful 5 and should 1 be so fcrtui.ate as to 
cafiy’inlo retirement tlie e<jual approbation 
and good will of my fellow-citizens general- 
ly, it will be (he comfort of my future days, 
and will close a .service of foity yeil.s, witli 
the only reward it ever wished. 

Ftrithia.— /’ n;(7awui//rm of tlfj QucKin 
Louis' Maria, upon dissolving the Gt>vTrn» 
imnt. — Dated at Florence, Dec. 10 , ItfO/. 
lu^piiMuance of a convention between 
their Majesties the F.rnperor of the French 
and King of Italy, and the King of Spain, 
Tuscany har’* been ceded to his Imperial Ma- 
jesty j and yesterday evening the Queen (to 
whom other states are to be <a.ssigije4{) de- 
parted hence with a train of between forty ^ 


and fifty carriages, containing baggage and 
priv^tte property ; after which the Etrurians 
were discharged from their oath of alle- 
giance, and the government declared to be 
di.ssolved by the following proclamation 
Chaises Ixmis, Infant of Spain, King of 
Etruria, Ac. and on the part of his Majesty, 
her M.ijesty Maria Louisa, Infanta of Spaui, 

Queen Regent of Etruria. Whereas bis 

Majesty the Emperor of the French and King 
of Italy lias informed us, that, by virtue of a 
treaty concluded with his Catholic Majesty, 
other states are appointed for us in^excliango 
for the kingdom of Etruria, ceded to the 
most illu.'jt'rious Emperor by the aforesaid 
treaty; we consider our reign in Etruria as 
dissolved from this day, and hence discharge 
the Etrurian nation from every oath of alle- 
giance towards our Royal Person.— Yet we 
cannot separate from subjects so dearl}'’ be- 
loved, without publicly as.suring them of our 
entile gratitude, and of the memory which 
we shall at all time.s retain of the faithful at- 
tachment which they have displayed during 
the time of our govern n;ent. — Yet if there is 
a thought which can diminish our affiiclion 
at such a separation, it is this, that the king- 
dom of Etruia — that so obedient a nation 
becomes .subject to the liaippy governnmnt 
r)f a monarch w'ho is adorned with the most 
heroic virtues, among wlji«li tlie co>nstaiit 
care is pre eminent with which he labours 
to assure tlic pro.'jperily of the people under 
hi*^ aulliority. , • 

Am ! k n. a n S r \ tf h -Mesenge of the Pre^ 
^:>:di‘fit to /he ^rcss, 7'claling to an Em- 
l.irgo, /h’c. 1 1 l/so the 

.l(L oj /a,/ing vu* Einbnt go,paiS" 

td Dec. ' 22 , 180 /. 

Mnss NOK. — I'lie communications now 
ipade, shewing the great and increasing dan- 
gei«> with which our vessels, our st'anicn, 
aiul merchandize arc threatened, on tliehigh 
seas and else where, from the bolligereiic 
powers ol Europe, Jtnd it being of tiie gro^jiC- 
est imiw)rtance»to keep in safety their essen- 
tial resources, I deep it my duty to recom- 
mend the subject to the consideration of Con- 
gress, wlio will doubtless perceive all the rd- 
vantage that may be expected from an inhi- 
bition of the departure of our verssels Ivoni 
the ports of the United States. I’heir wis- 
dom wfll also sec the necessity of making 
every preparation for whatever event may 
grow out of the present crisi.s. 

Aer. — Be it enacted by the Senate aikl 
House of Representatives of the^’iiited 
States of America, in Congress a.ssembleiJ> 
diat an embargo be and hefeby ts laid on all 
sliips and vessels in the ports and with- 
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in the limits or jurisdiction of the United 
States, cleared or not cleared, bound to any 
foreign port or place: and tliat no clearance 
be furnished to any ship or vessel bound to 
such foreign port or place, except vessels un- 
der the immediate'directfori of the Pre^iident 
of tlie United States ; and that the President 
be authorised to give -.uch instructions to the 
officers of the revenue, and of the navy and 
revenue cutters of the Lhiiicd States, as shall 
• appear bgst adapted for earrying the same in- 
fo full elfert Provided, that nothing herein 
contained shall be considered to prevent the 
departure of any foreign ship or vessel, either 
in ballast, or with the goods, wares and mcr- 
chcuulize on board of such 1‘oreign ship or 
vessel, when notified of thi?i act. — Sect. 2. 
And be it further enacted, That during the 
continuance of this Act, no registered or sea- 
letter vcusel, having on boa’id goods, wares 
and merchandi/e, shall be allowed to depart 
from one port of the United States to the 
other within the same, iinle'-s the master, 
owner, consignee, or f.ictor of such vessel, 
shall first give bond with one or more sure- 
ties to thecollector of the district from which 
she hi bound to depart, in a sum of double 
the value of the vessel and cargo, that the 
said goods, wares, and nu -rcliandize, shall 
be relanded in some poit of the United 
States, dangers of the •^eas eA.ec'ptftd j which 
bond, and also a certificate from the collec- 
tor where the same may be rela tided, shall, 
by tjie collectors respectively, be transmitted 
to the secretary oft the freasury. All armed 
Vessels p 0 s.sessiiig public commissions froin 
any foreign powers are not to be coiisiacred 
as liable to the embargo by this act. * 

• 7 • . 

Sf.mn.— i)t’crcc agnifist En^Jandf dated 
Jan. 3, ISOS. 

The abominable attack committed by Eng- 
lish ships' of war in 1S04, by the express cir- 
Jer of that government, when lour frigates 
of the royal ileet, which, s.’.iling under the 
full assurance of peace, wrro unjustly sur- 
pfized, attacked, and commdied to^ surren- 
der, determined me t.) bieak all connection 
with the British cabinet, and to consider 
myself as at war with a nation which had so 
iniquilously violated the law of nations and 
of Jiuraanity. — So atrocious an aggression 
was a sufficient motive for brtMking all the 
bonds which unite one nation with unolher; 
even had I not considered what 1 owe to 
myself, to the honour and glory of my 
crown, and to my beloved subjects. , Two 
years ^ war have elapsed, and Great Bri- 


tain has not moderated her pride, dor re- 
nounced the unjust d<tmi nation wljicli she 
exercises oter .the seas j but, on the contra- 
ry, confounding at once frieiius, enemies, 
and neuffak, .she has maniftjsted the for:.ial 
intention of geating tht?*n all with the^sarae 
tyranny.— From these considerations I de- 
termined, in February last }^ar, in tonfor- 
mity to "tbe wise measures adopted by my 
intimate ally, the Emperor of the French and 
King of Italy, to ckeclare, as I have declared^ 
the British isles in a state of blockade, in or- , 
der to see if that measure w'ould reduce the 
British ca^inS to abdicate its unjust supre- 
macy over the .seas, and to conclude a .soli5 
and durable pence. Far from that, the Eng-| 
lish eo\ernmcnt has not only rejected the 
propositions which w'eie iiyade on the pafflT* 
of my intimate ally tlie Emperor of the 
Frencli and King of Italy, v/ hether dfrectJI^ 
cir by the mediation of dillOTflf jicwer^ 
friendly to England, but al-o having com-^ 
mitted the most enoi rnous of atrocities aiidl 
injuries, by its scandalous attack on the city ^ 
j#aiid harbour of Copenliagcu, it has thrown 
( otF the j and no per on can any longer 
doubt that its insatiable ambition aspires to 
the exclusive* commerce and navigatiort of 
the seas. Nothing can prove this more 
evidently than the measures which that go- 
vernment Ins just adopted by )ts orders ^of 
the I4ih of November last ; by which it not 
only licclares the coast of France, Spain, 
and their allies, and all those occupied by 
the armies of citheT power, in a state of 
blockade, but •has oven subjected the ships 
of neutral pow'cis, the friends, and even the 
allies of England, to the visits of English 
cruizers, and to be forcibly carried into an 
English port, where they are to be obliged 
to pay a tax on their cargoes, the quantity 
of w hich is to be determined by the English 
legislatuic. Authorised by a just right of 
reprisal to take the measures which shall ap- 
pear to me proper to prevent the abuse 
which the British cabinet makes of its pow'- 
er, with respect to^iieutral flags, and to see 
if wc cannot force it to renounce so unjust a 
tyrany, I have resolved to adopt, and do 
hereby require there shall be adopted, in all 
my States, the same measures which have 
been takcMi by my intimate ally^ the Kmpe- 
roBof the French and King of Italy, and 
which are of tlie following tenor. — [Here 
follows a literal copy of the ^cree of the 
2fith December, i.ssued on this subjeSt^by his 
Majest} the Emperor and King.] 
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rioii\a Report gf a Committee of iheMou'.eof Commons, piintecl in 180*2, the following item stands on 
4 he credit si'lc of the Civil List. “ Hy amount of sums advanced to His Royal Highness, the Dfkke of 
“ York, which is to he repaid hy instalments of .irljOCO i|uartcrly, fiom 1st Jan. 10^>5' ,i'5 i-iOCO. 17* G.** 
So thaf, It appears, fiom this document, that the l3ukc of Yoik has drawn ihis larr:f ■•m of money from 
the public purse, over and ahfivc his pensions, pay, and allov. . sr„s ; and tliat, ac * ntinf? to the statement 
of the Report, the repayment f wji'ch was not to Vj^m until thiee vears after the advance wasinadc} is tp be 
slow, that the inreiest, at 5 centum, v/ill swallow up five eights ot the principal. , 
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TO 

WILLIAM llOSCOi:, liSQ. 

^ Letter II. 

Sir, • • ; 

Upon rovertinc; to the subject 
r/f'S3^ Negociation of 1 ennnot, upon 

reflfling'yolTr rcinni'ks a second linie, foibear 
taking some notice of the curious '' inci- 
dent,’* which appears to liave led to the 
opening of that negociation, namely, the 
tender "of his services made ly an assassin 
Mr. Fox. This whs, indeed, a curious ‘ in- 
cident;” and yet, somehow or otner, it has 
happened, that there never was an incident 
that gave rise to less conv'ers.nion, in public, 
or in private, it was a thing, which, ns it 
were hy compact, all men w^re in the mind 
to pass over in silence. As to myself, I will 
tell you flatly and plainly, that I looked upon 
the whole as being a matter of mere contri- 
vance, as completely *as any incident” of a 
play-honse piece ; and, tii^ leason why 1 
never said this, before, was, that Air. box 
being dead, I felt a repugnance at oomincnt- 
mg upon the part, which he had had the 
weakness to act ; which lepugnance is now 
outweighed by tlie considerations aryiing 
from tile evident motives, whence you have 
set forward this aluio**! forgot ten incident. 
The stfjry of the! incidonr is this : a piMson 
makes shift to get from France to Knglnnd 
*•* without a passport,*’ a very CNtraordmary 
thing in itndf; but hither he comes, and, 
going to Mr. Fux, tells him, that a scheme 
had been h imed for killin^g LCajipleon, at 
Passy, attended with neither risk no’* uncer- 
tainty. Air. Fox drives him from hN pre- 
sence; but orders him to be kept in custody 
of the police, until the French govern^iwiit 
bejuformed of the; matter, which informa- 
tion by Mr. Fox to Mr. Talleyrand, 

111 Snetter dated on the 20:h of Februaty, 
J8(K) ; and, when it becomes pretty certain, 
that the information is received in France, 
and, of course, that measures are taken to 
dt^feat the intention of the as.sa85in' and his 
i^Ueagues pi Passy^ the assjsflu is sent off 
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1 out of th'' kingdom. This letter of Mr* 
IA‘x |3rings him one from Air. Talleyiand' 
Peiigord, formerly JJiskop A' Autun, and 
one of tiic* gjardjans of fijeholy oil, which 
h:id been kf-pt in a bolile at Rheinis, ever 
since the coronal ion of Ch.irleniagne. The 
Risliop conveys to Air. Fox the tli.mks of 
iiis imperial and royal majesty, Napoleon, 
and, at the same time, gives iilp.i, in the way 
of “ news,” an extract IriMu tlie Lmperor's 
speech to his legislators, abenu peace; thi.s, ^ 
accompanied w'iih a hint from Mr. Talley- 
rand, upon the same topic, leads to a nego- 
clai'on in form. But, first let us, since you 
will have it s ), imjuiic a little into thepre- 
habiiiiii s f)f liie plot at Pass/. First, it is, 
as was biTore remarked, not a little extraor- 
dinary, that any one should, without the 
consent, or connivance, of the French go- 
vernment, g'T from France to Grajesend. 
Where was ho t5 embaik? On board of 
what? How \\.‘s he to p:is’s unmolested? 
Secondly, upon the Mijrpositic n, that the plot 
V .15 really foirrJ»d, the house taken at Passy, 
and tlie pi^'parStions forthe murder all duly 
made, how c.ame Mr. Talleyrand not to let 
jMr. Fox know whether the thing liail been 
discovered, or what had been tlie result of 
•tliat inquiry, to which Mr. Fox’.s letter 
would ivjrurally have led Tiiiidly, how 
comes it that we have ncser hea:d the AIo- 
nileursny any ihing up'^n ihe subject, which 
was one of great public -interest ; and ftow 
comes it, L-o. that neldier the envoy of the 
asv'Hssins, ruM' any <lho el ihebaiul, h.is ever 
been brought to jusdee ? Mr. Fox certainly 
did not act as I should have done I should 
have looked upmi the man as sentjrom 
France, in the same manner lli.n A.'chce dela 
1 ouclie was ; I should have had him con- 
tined, and strictly examined ; and, .should, 
in the meanwhile, have informed the French 
govgrmnent, lhai, unltss it could be clearlv 
proved, that preparations for ass^sination 
had actuallv been made at I’assv, the envi;y 
vwoulfl be considerctl as a sp> , and very soon * 
bangeti hi that capacity. This is^what 
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i {MMild have done in a like case, and should 
nc:vt*r havt' thought of availing myself of sucji 
.1' o],porUinity to give a mark of my at- 
to Mr. Talleyrand. . I see much 
of ;; want of presence of piincl 5 much of 
• ikncss, in this proceeding, on the partiof 
.v-i.F«a; but, it will, I beii('VO, require a 
ji'Mi* (5t Iho^e party spectacles, that yon seem 
"o hcive on y6ur nose, to sec any thing of 
Dol-le-miiHlcdness” in it. Mr. Fox, dis- 
gi'.se the fact how you will, must have seen 
through the tiick that was attempted to be 
played Jiini j. or, at any rate, the best fliat 
can be .s.iid of him, in this case is, that he 
was the dupe of Mr. 'rallcyrantl. And, Sir, 
you gravel/ retail to us the recognition, on 
the part of '1 alleyrand, of “ those principles 
** of honour and virtue, by which Mr. Fox 
had always lieen actuated, and vi'liich," rs 
Talleyrand said, had already given anew 
character to the war,'* thereby intimating. 

^ that theretofore, our government had carried 
on the war like assas&ins, though it should 
have been renirmberetl by Mr. Fox (if for- 
* gotten by Mr. Talleyrand), that the war had 
theretofore been earned on by persons, then 
composing tvvo-t birds of the cabinet, of 
which Mr. Fox was a member. But, at the 
clos^ of this your eulogium on Mr. Fox, you 
have a most unworthy insinuation. You 
say : ** Even the political opponents of Mr. 
Fox ought to have felt rightly upon such a 
subject. They ouglu to have known, 

* ‘ that^t was no rt to Ips great and gene- 
** rous mind to rejtfct the proposals of an 
avowed assassin.'* And, liow do you 
know, Sir, that they did not feel rightly up-^ 
on this subject ? What warrants you in sup- 
po^ing, that they wftuld have ^employed the 
assasain ? And, if this benot what you mean 
to insinuate, to what rational purpose docs 
your observation, with respect lo them, ^ 
tend ? I'or my part, when I came to .see tlie ' 
papers (Pari. Debates, Vol. VIII. p. <}J, and | 
the following pages) I thought the conduct j 
of the then opposition remarkable for for- 
bearance; and, if Mr. Fox h,nd beei\alive 
at ihe time when tJie discussion upon those 
papers look place, I am inclined to think, 
that (lie assassination plot at Passy, which 
certainly equals the Meal-Tub Plot,” or 
any c£ the other plots of ibd reign of Charles 
II. w^ould have been made to afford, at St. 
iStephen’s, wdierc you then were, a good deal 
of merriment j especially if you had taken it 
into your head to de.sciibe the conduct of 
Mr. Fox, upon that occasion, as exempli- 
fyingijujthe most striking manner, one of 
the most important maxims of morality, 
and exhibiting to the W'orld a noble proof, • 

tl^at, amidst the rage of iialional and in- \ 

* 4rtr I 


dividual' animosity, the eternal laws of 
justice and of virtue wAe neither dver- 
thrown nor shaken.** The horse laugh, 
which would have drowned yopr voice long 
before you had 'arrived at this period, woi^^T 
have convinced you, that if you chose to 5e 
the dupe of the Bishop of Anrun, there were 
not many others disposed to follow your ex- . ■ 
ample. * , 

Mr. Talleyrand, as if he had been a little 
ashamed of the miserable tiick ^hc had re* 
sorted lo, got rifl of the subject in great 
haste, and proce<yled to (hat ot peace. Tlie 
negociation vvas opened, and that, too, at the 
very place whicli the French must have 
vvfshed. In .speaking of this negociation, 
you appear to be sadly divided between *;onr 
anxiety lo vindicate the lopiluct and the * 
niotive.s of France .mid your fear of throwing 
blame upon your own pai t y j but , after . 
apparent struggles in your bosora^ tne fft’- 
mer gains the preponderance, and you make 
a very decent sacrifice of your friends upon 
the altar of your country’s enemy. You tell 
usythat, in the first place, England insisted, 
that Russia sUould, as an ally of hers, be a 
party to the treaty ; that, w'hile a debate was 
going on about this, Russia, though in spite 
of our remonslrance.s, entered upon a sepa- 
rate negociation ; that, being now at liheity 
to treat for omselve.s, a dispute arose about, 
the ba.sis of the treaty, and that, ** unfortu- 
nately,” we insi.^ted upon the slate of actual 
posses.sion, as a basis, ^ihpugh neither the 
language of Mr. Talleyrand nor the circum- 
stances of the case could w^arrant us in so 
doing; that, while thi.s disjxUe was going 
on, the treaty between Ras^a and France 
ariived at St. Petersburgh, where it was re- 
fused to be rarified, which induced us to re- 
timi*to our first resolution of not negociatin- 
but in conjunction with Russia, though ** the 
teims were such an knight havx satisfied ' 
“ both the honour of the sovereign, and the 
expectations of the British ministers; 

** that, “ unhappily** tlie negociation wai> 

" thus broken off, ahj the contest continued 
for intcre.sts not our own.” ^Ve will 
speak of these '* sati.sfactory terms’* by-and- 
by; but, here we must .stop to ask you, who 
it was that conducted this negociation on the 
part of England ? Why, those very men, 
whose departure from office you have, in 
another place, told us, depiivcd thenation^f 
all hopes of peace. But, there is gLfl qi^stio n, 
in which you. Sir, arc more.nearly coneW'n- 
ecl. There were, in parliament, twodisfcus- 
sious, relative to the negociation of 180b’, 
the principal one on the .'itbof January I8O7 
(See Pari. Deb. Vol. Vlll. p. 505), when 
Mr. Whitbread mdved an amendment to the 
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addt-es's proposed ^by Lord Howick. After 
an eblogium on Mr. 'Whitbread's speech, 
tipdn that occasion, yon say, in a tone 
lamentatien mixed with, anger, yet, 
th% motion ofyMr. Whitbread*’ (vrhich 
softened the asperity of* that of Ix^^d 
Howick) *Swas negatived without a di- 
* vision. ’’And, whose fault wa.s that ? Why, 
it was the fault of your pacific ministry. 
It was the fault of liiose very men, whose 
elevation to po\'/ef, /ou jell us gave the 
people a confident e.'tpcctation of peace, 
and whose fall you tell fis, deprived the 
})eopIe of all hope of peace. •Not altoge- 
ther, indeed, was it their fault j for, though 
they had a decided majority in St. Steph<‘ii’s, 
yet,«*the ** negative vviihout a division” was 
not their fault, but your fault, and 
ev^y man’s fault, who disapproved of 
the negociatioii. It was 
in your power to divide the House. It 
required no knack at speaking for an hour 
at a time. A single syllable, clistinc:!y 
proiiouncedj woufa have been sufficient ; 
and, if you refrained from making so slijflit 
an effort to serve the cause oi* peace then, 
when your party was in power, what credit 
is due to your professions now ? A ne- 
gociation is broken off upon grounds, which 
you represent as feigned •, the enemy, you 
•say, oflbrs satisfactory terras of peace j our 
ministers conic to paiTtament with an as.ser- 
tion that a continuation of the war is ren- 
dered unavoidable by the injustice and am- 
bition of the enemy ) ycyii now say that 
tliis assertion was false; and yet, oh, pa- 
triotic geutlefrian j real friend of mnn- 
kind j” and great enemy to the tra- 
** gedy of war !’* Wliat do you do ? Sit, 
at the back of the minister, like a mouse 
in a cheese ; say not a word ; give your 
silent assent to whiit j'ou now say was a false 
assertion ; but, the ministry being cluingcd, 
and the new miiiistiy having ousted you 
from your seat in parliament, yon come 
forth in a pamphlet and say that, which you 
ought to have said in •your place in parlia- 
ment; you now address to faction and dis- 
tress, that which you ought to have adcfrcss- 
ed to the public spirit and reason of tlie 
nation. Upon the supposition that you 
were incapable of speaking (which is not, 
however, the fact, you having spoked, hi 
allt six times) ; upon this siippo.silion, of 
t3p<i)&4h(Wup()osirinn that your talents and 
faemties arc of that peculiar .sort which are 
not to be brcu.ight to bear agaluht a minister, 
to whom you are looking up for emohimeiits 
or honours; upon this supposition, which 
is the ^ most favourably to you that 1 can 
conceive, why did you not bring out your 
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pamphlet "at an earlier period ? The tiro^ 
far it to have been useful was immediately 
after the parliamentary discussion, above 
referred to j and, if that had been, from 
your great dutits as n law-givef, let slip, 
yoTi surely might jiave published it aftei* 
you were happily diaburthened of, that 
chaigt^. But, no ; you stop till the rup- 
ture of the negociatioii has produced all 
its mi '^-! j id's ; you stop, in short, until the 
very hour, when you think that your pam- 
phlet, joined to the distresses in the manu- 
factoring districts, will have a chance of 
producing an efPect hostile to the party, to 
whose superior cunning you owe your fell 
as a public man. You now affect to lament 
the consequences of the rapture of the ne-* 
•gociatio'n ; you now di.splay before the pub- 
lic its terrible effects upon the North of Eu- 
rope, seeming to suppose, that we should 
forget, that no small part of those effects 
had been already produced, when the dis- 
cussion in parliament took place. In short, 
it is as clear as noon day, that of what you 
have now said, against the breaking off’ of ' 
the negociation, not oi:e word would, in any 
way, have been said by you, if the late 
ministry had remained in power, and if 
you had remained in parliament. 9uch 
a person it becomes to be cautious how ho 
accases others of a want of principle. 

It is true, however, that what has here been 
said has little to do with the question itself, 
though it may, by exposing your conduct 
and motives, be useful in counteracting 
! your designs. I'lie ministers might be 
suuch to blam(k for breaking off the nego- 
ciation, luougly you coijjd not discover it, 
until the)’*were out of place, and though, 
so tlu from appearing to discover it in due 
j time, you, with all the information before 
►you, give your silent assent to a solemn 
jjjoceeding, the purpose of which was to 
give to their,, conduct the stamp of public 
approbation. To come to a decision upon 
the merits of the case itself, we must gow 
take a view &f those ** satisfactory terms,’^ 
which were offered by France, during the 
negpeiation of 1800'. These terms were? 
that Hanover was to be restored to the king^ 
Malta, the Cap^ of Good Hope, the 
French possessions in the East Jndiesf and 
Toba^p, in the West Indies, were to be 
left in our hands ; while the only condition 
which France asked in return was, that wef 
should leave her the absolute mistress ot 
cvefy port upon the c<mtinciTt of Europe, 
those of Russia, Sweden, and B&nmarJb 
excepted, ‘the island of Sicily being to be' 
•surrendered to her, and' the king of ihaf^ 
country being to be made a jjgpsicfesf et 
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Sp.iin. Planover for the honour of the 
crown.^'Malta for the honour of the navy,* 
and the Cape of Good Hope for the 
** honour of commerce.’* This was the 
ingenious arrangement of Mr- Talleyrand,- 
ot whom you seem to be an humble pupils 
for you, too, tell us, that tlie R'l ms oflercd 
by Frafice were such as might have satis- 
lied both the honour of the sovereign and 
** the expectations of the British ininisfry,'* 
had notthein** determinalion not to desert 
** our Russian ally prevented such terms 
from being accepted." As a proof of 
the truth of this assertion of yours, yon 
refer to the declaration of Lord Lauderdale, 
that the arrangement contended for, by ns, 
in favour of Russia, was considered as 
“ an object, 7nore interesting^ if postil te^ 
^ to England, than those points which 
might be considered as peculiarly eon- 
nected with her own interccis and, in 
^onlirmation, yon quote too King\ Decla- 
ration, rceenlly madewiifi regard to Russia, 
in which the C>:ar is reminded, that “ the 
ffogociation of ISOO was hrokeii off upon 
points, tmmcdictelif ar4>cti”g, not kis nf(f- 
jestifsoivn interests^ but tho‘-e of his impe- 
rial ally/* LTpon the strength of these Ilo- 
claratv)ns you assert that the war, after the 
ncgociation of lSO(j, was conrimv'd for 
“ interests not ntir own," leaving out, with 
yotir usual fairne.s.s, all the qualifications 
accomp.anying the expression, in both dc- 
clamtioivi. Lord Laudcrijale only s.ays, 
that the arrangement desired for Russia was 
an object “ more interesting/’ than (ho-;e 
points peculiarly connected \jitli our own 
juteresis; and he adds, possible f 

•clearly implying ihdl those poiuts^were of 
themselves of very great jftlerest. And, in 
the king’s recent deel.iration, the word 
, immediately' so qualifies what follow?, 
as to give to the declaration a meaning not 
«t all different from that of I/^rd Lauder-* 
dale; which meaning plainly is, that, , 
tliougj^s as to the interests of England, there 
were great differences, yet, it happened, 
that it was upon points njore immediately 
connected with the interests of Russia, that 
the r:gociation was broken off.' But, to 
l ave adhered to the fair construction of 
these declarations would not have suited 
your purpose, which was to bring your 
readers gradually to the following clencfling 
argument: ** that, as the non- compliance 
** by France with our demands, on the part 
of Russia, was the only reason for co»- 
** tinuing<i.hc war, there exists not now, 

" when thr.f reason U effectually removed 
“ by tbe.avow’ed against us, either 

** any just ground of eiffi|ac^ against Francs; 


I for her conduct in this^ transaction, or 
** any difference of interest between tho 
" two countries, nhich cap now be alledgcJ 
** as a motive for continuing tlip war;” an 
argument, which might Inwe done honou-' 
to counsellor Rramble or seller Bother- 
em, but which one would have e;cpectcd .to 
be .scorned a man piitfing forward such 
high pretenmon.s to fiiirness and integrity ; 
for, to say nothing more of the false pre- 
mi.ses upon which von proceed, who, above 
the level of a journeyman callico-weaver, 
does not perceive,- (hat, though the reason 
for beginning a war,’ or conrlnning a war, 
may be removed, in (no course of the war, 
there may be other reasons arise,' 1n the 
course of the war for its continuance, .or 
prolongation ; and tliat the same .set of 
terms, whicfi would have been desirable at 
the former .stage of the war, woiijd be ♦ 
tally inadmissible at tl’.c latter Your ene- 
my sr^zc.s your county of Lancaster ; you 
go to war in order to recover it ; you suc- 
ceed, but he gets possession ot Somer.set- 
.«hirf ; and, arc you to ct:i«e the war, !'‘- 
CMUsc the orign.aI reason of it is removed } 
This pan of your argnment, is, therefore, _ 
worth nothing; and, .'»s to the proposition, 
that we h.ivc no just ground of offence 
against Frawre for iier conduct in the 
ncgociation of ISOf), beran^e Russia h.ia 
now openly avowed her hostility agaln.st 
''' us,” it is loo mi.scrable a mockery of rea- 
soning to merit serious r^nvrk. Not only 
may it happen, that a new reason for con- 
tinuing n w:u* may arise, during a war ; but 
it may happen, that the new -reason may* 
arise out of the removal of the original 
reason ; and thi.s has been the case in the 
pre.sent insfande ; for, if we were now to 
negoefete, the basis and the terms ought to 
^be very different indeed from what they 
might have been at the j:<briod of the nego- 
ciaiion of 180(i. And, yet you tell us, 
that the war is now continued without 
** an object and without a cause,” merely 
because wc have lost xhe ally, for whose 
sake we, more immediately, broke off the 
negocintiontronducted by Mr. Fox. 

The terms, as above stated, would, in 
my opinion, have given to this Country, in 
the state in which it was in 180(5, not a 
momerft of real repose. Hanover is set in 
the foregrornd, though il would be verj- 
difficult to shew' how the restoratioi?..of that 
electorate could bai’e been an honour to tJkQ 
crown ’* of England, That France w^ould 
offer to restore il was foreseen and foretold, 
long ago; and, the mighty sacrifice she 
►thcre?ii would have tpade must be evident^ 
whflrn were«ollttd^ firsc* tliat she hasstrip-* 
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It of its Teiy skinVand next, that she 
couia, at any time, have re^occapied it at 
‘lie*r pleasure. It was one of the sins of the 
^ts ministry^ to demand the restoration of 
^mover, their Motive for^ which was evi- 
dent to ail the worlds namelyj that of flat- 
tering certain prejudices as the sure means 
’ of keeping their places; and, •it is not a 
littlt^surprizing, that you. Sir, 5^011 who cleaily 
wish to pay your court to the people, should 
have held forth, as a great* concession to us, 
the restoration of that, which the whole 
nation rog.^^ds as a mill-stdhe about its neck 
Bur, the iriUli appears lo be, fliat you Were 
divided jn your hopes and fears here itgatn. 
You must have perceived, that the reslbra- 
, tioifof llanjver was not a favoarite object 
W'ith the nation ; but, on the other hand, 
yqur anxiety to justify France iiidaccd you 
tg^^nake the most of the oflbr with respect 
to that miserable electorate. She oflered 
us, however, the C^pe of Good Hope (a 
prtsses.sion of Holland), Malta, her CDjonies 
(or rather factorie.'^) in the Kasi-lndies, gud 
the island of Tobago, of all which we were 
in actual possession, while tlieTe existed not, 
in the world, the means of taking any one 
of them from usj and, if you do not per- 
ceive the fact, Mr, Talleyrand did, that the 
perpetual possession of all lluse, ami of all 
• the colonies of both hemii[;!ierc'», would not 
have tended, even in the slightest degree, 
to the security of England, in wdiicli respect 
they w^ere, all fttken together, of far les.s 
importance than that littleidot in the nrip of 
Europe, called the island of Si. Marcou, 
You pass over, with great cautiousness, 
what France would Imve retained, in case 
we had made peace u|K)n the terms pro- 
posed. You tell us that the King of r'Japles 
was to have had the Balearic islands and 
an annniiy from to enable him to 

maintain his dipiHif but you omit to 
state, that he was to have been deprived of 
the island of Sicily, by the peace, which 
'Napoleon had .not been 'able to take from 
him durihg the war ;• and, you also omit to 
state, that Sicily and Italy in pt^ssession of 
France, Malta must be given up by us tVir 
want of the means of feeding its inhabiianrs. 
In short, ^ there appeal s to me to have, been 
offered by France nothing that would have 
enabled us to dismantle, wilhont abandoning 
aH ideas of safety* a single ship of war. or 
a single regiment that wai, at the 
time the negociation began, ncce&sary for 
our defence^ and, the whole of the nego- 
ciatron only tended to confirm meti in their 
former opinion, that Napoleon would con- ^ 
sent to no peace, that should not work more . 
rapidly thao war towards his grand obj^t^ 


the conquest and complete subjugnlion of 
England. You, however, think very difte- 
rently. You think him perfectly sincere in 
all his pacihe professions ; and, as the rea*- 
soii you give in%i,Tpport of this opinion may 
be comprehended by others, though it is not 
by me, I shall here state it in youii own" 
words. ** Whether the ruler of France was 
** or was not .sincere in his professions for 
“ peace, I hiiall not underlL'^o to judge. 
There i.s, how'cver, one circumstance 
u'liich strongly favours the idea that he 
zvas io, and which may, Ihcrefore, be 
allowed to stand agauvst the vague asser- 
** lions, so generally made to the conrrar\ 
[Now, reader, watch narrowly for this cir- 
ciitU'»tance ] “As Hauoxcr was to b^ im- 
“ mediafely and unconditioiiall)' restored to 
'' its eiector, an application appears to have 
been made, during the negociation, by 
“ Buona])arle to the king of IVnssia, to 
“ whom the possession of it had been ceded* 
“ by Fiance as a conquered province, to 
deliver it up to its former sovereign.’* 
[Have you found out (he circumstance yet,* 
reader?] ‘‘.This application excited no 
“ small share of indignation on the part of 
the kino of Prussia, who is said to have 
“ cxpre.ssed his determination, not to allow 
himself lo be divested of his dominions at 
the will of the Frencli ruler.” [Have you 
got it yet f] “ The consequence of thi.s was 
“ a most singular complication of^aflairs, 

** We w'ere aliffady i^i w^ar with Prussia, 

** who had also refused to divest herself of 
“ IIano\er, although she had not the slight- 
• “ est pictcnstuns to the sovereignty 5' and 
“ though th/ establishment of peace.be- . 
“ tween England,’ and France might have 
depended upon il” Hsre you found the 
“ ciicurnstance*’ yet, reader?. If you have, 
}ou will do me a favc^ur to lend me a little 
of your sharpsightednL\->s ; for, after having 
read the- paragraph over twenty times, with 
the utmost anxiety to find the .stattr.uent of 
a circum.stance “ strongly favouring tiie idea 
tlfat BuoiTaparte was sincere in his pro- 
fessioijs for peatre and that was to be 
allowed to stand against the assertions, 

** so generally made tothe contrary;** after 
nil this anxious perusal, 1 can find, njtonly 
no such circumstance stated, but nothing at 
all ti^it has any conneciion with, the subject. 
Perhaps, however, Mr, Roscoe, you may 
mean, thar tho application made to the king 
of Prussia, for the surrender of Hanover, 
was a proof that Napoleon confijj^ently 'ex- 
pected, that lie should .soon have to restore 
it to the elector, and, .of course, as confi- » 
dently expected that a treaty of peace would 
grow out of the negociation klij^^going 6u. 



Aye; bat this, Sir, is quiie another thing. 
He might conhdently expert, and sincerely 
wish for, a, thing called a treaty of peace 
with England; and yet, at. the same time, 
entertain towards het, vie^s the most de- 
cidedly hostile. It was some circumstance 
such as would have favoured the idea of his 
being really peaceably inclined towards us, 
that I was expecting to hear you state 5 such, 
for instance,' ns an ofF«'r to set Holland and 
Spain free. *^This would have been some- 
thing ; this would not only have stood against 
vague assertions,” but against that chain 
of reasoning and of facts which have been 
advanced as the foundation of the opinion 
that he was not sincere in liis propositions 
for peace; but, the offer of Hanover to us, 
so far from standing against such reasoning 
and facts, tend only to confirm us in the 
taonclusions drawn from them. 

Upon this part of the subject more will 
be said in my next letter, when I come to 
examine into the nature of your statements 
and opinions with respect to the relative 
situation of the two countries, supposing 
peace to be now made, leaving all the ports 
and naval arsenals upon the continent of 
Europe in the hands, or under the controul, 
of ofir enemy. The present I shall conclude 
with a remarl^ or two upon the notions 
which you seem to entertain respecting the 
rights of sovereignty. You tell u.s, in the 
passage above quoted, that Hanover had 
been ceded by jfrance to the king of 
Prussia, as a. conquered province.*' Pre- 
sently after you have to speak of the king of 
Prussia’s refusal to deliver it <’ip again, npoii 
the application of J^Vance ; ^^vhcTenpon yon 
observe, *' that Prussia had not the slightest 
** pretensions to the sovereignhj though 
the country (a conquered country) had been 
ceded to her by France. You acknowledge, 
the right of conquest in France; you ac- 
knowledge her right- to cede the electorate 
to Prussia; and yet you assert, that Pras-^ia 
hacknot the slightest pretensions to the sove- 
reignty of it, when France those t<»com-. 
mand her to give it lip; syid, moreover, you 
justify France in deman.ling it without any 
equivalent, acknowledging that France has 
still a right to consider it her own, and so 
to estimate it in the terms of a treaty, which 
she is making with us. Any thing so de- 
cidedly, so undlsgnisedly, French ns ihis, 1 
jiever before rqet with in any English writer; 
and nothing so inTpi)4^ntly profligate in any 
of the reports of the bishop of Aulun.* In 
vain W06IO you save appearances ^y the pal- 
try misrepresentation' which folh)ws ; ** Yet 
/* Prussia was now to be our ally ; and thiif 
country diad to defend her in a war dtea- 
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sioned by ner unjust refusal to restore to 
their lawful sovereign the patrimoniaf and 
'' long-descended dominions of the HoiVse 
of Brunswick.” No, Sir, it was not;i. 
refusal to restore them to tl^e elector, it vf^s 
a refusal to ^ive them upWo France, and 
that, too, without any equivalent, .that 
France migkt have them as an article of ces- 
sK)n to ns in the treaty that was, as was^lhen 
expected, about to ' be made. You, all 
along, speak of Hanover as something, and, 
indeed, as a great thing, which France had 
to restore to us ; *bcfore she could restore it 
she must po?»sess it in right of conquest ; 
that right she had ceded to Prussia; the 
right Dt Prussia must have been just as good 
as the right of France ; and yet you contend, 
you flatly as.sert, that to the sovereignty of 
Hanover Prussia had not the slightest p»*e- 
tensions. 1‘hcre may possibly be some lew 
persons, in England, who have, through all 
the transformations of the French govein- 
ment, from a simple democracy up to a 
simple military de.spotism, retained their 
original partiality for the rulers of that coun- 
try; and the^c persons may applaud your 
present efforts; but, if I am not the most 
deceived of men, those edbrts will, by evciy 
other description of persons, be considered 
.as proceeding from n want of principle as 
fl.igrani as any that has been witnessed for a- 
Jong series of years. 

I am, yours, &c. 

« Wm. C03BEIT. 
Botleq, }C) FeJ;., 1608. 

SUMMARY OF POlrlTICS. 
Amrricav States. The good citi- 

zens of this yirtuou.s young empire are, it 
would seem, resolved not to leave the small- 
est doubt in the mipd cf any man living, 
that all which I have said bad of them js 
short of the trutli. lliey will, before they 
have done, put their friends here to the 
blush, 1 tim afraid, and will go very far to- 
wards confirming the truth of the late assert 
tions of the Bishop ef Autun, namely, that 
republican government is fit for nothing 
but to* m?ke men rascals” This is the 
substance of what the Bishop said ; and yet, 
it is very strange, that some of those who 
were attached tq the Bishop whiJi6 he held 
republican government tp be absolutely 
cessary jo preserve from becoming 

brutes, should be attached, to hkn^oow as 
much as they were before.i^— — The mrst 
thing yi'hicb I have to notice, relating to the 
American States, is a quarrel between Mr. 
John Randolph one of the members of the 
House of Representativea of the United 
States, and CJeneral Wilkioson, who h^s 
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tong \)cen entriyted with conixnaads upon 
the Western frontier of the United States. 
It appears, that Mr. Randolph had long sus- 
42 ^ted Wilkinson of being . ia the pay of 
^ain, with wb^ the American States have 
had many squatmles about boiindaries, &c. ; 
and* that, at dust, some documents came into 
'tlie hands of Mr. Randolph, iwhereon to 
substantiate the charge. Amongst othere, 
the following letter, from the Baron de Ca- 
rondelet, Spanish intendant at New Orleans, 
to a Mr. Porrell, at New Madrid, dated 20th 
January, 1806. In the •galley the Victo- 
ria, Bernardo Molina, Patroif, there have 
'' been ^ sent to Don Vincent Folch nine 
thousand six hundred and forty dollars, 
vfhichfium^ without making the ieast use 
of it, you will hold at my disposal to delU 
4 rer it at the moment that an order may be 
“presented to you by the American Gene- 
ral, Don James Wilkinson.” This bet- 

ter, duly attested, Mr. Randolph produced, 
in his place, on tlic 'Dst of December last, 
and nnde a motion upon the subject. After 
some lime spent in debate, the discussfen 
was .idjonrned. I innst now cbpy from the 
Washington newspaper of the same date. 
The matter is curious, and of political im- 
portance, because it atfords us a true picture 
of a people, with whom we have, at pieseut, 

•a great deal to do. The reader will bear in 
mind, that we are here going to speak of 
the most virluons people upon earth,” as 
they have called thefnselves, oven since the 
commciK'ement ol this pre.seut session of 
Congress. 

I’his moVning the town was alarmed by 
bills, stuck up at every tavern, corners 
of streets, &c. The following is a copy, 

« as near as I can recollect : — 

'' HECTOR UNMASKED 1 
** In justice to my character, 1 denounce 
** to the world, John Randolph, Member of 
Congrev, a prevaricating, base, calumnia- 
V ting scoundrel, poltroon and coward. 

‘‘ Jas. Wilkinson.** 

Correspondence between Randolph and Wil- 
kinson. , • 
Washington, Dec. 2 , I 8 O 7 . 
Sir,^— *I understand several expres- 
** sions have escaped you, in their ^ature 
personal, and highly injv\rious to iny re- 
Station. The Exceptionable language 
to you, may be briefly and sub- 
'' sfantially compassed in the following 
^ statement.- That you have avowed your 
** opinion I was a rogue— that you have 
** ascribed to me the internal disposition to* 

** commit murder, to prevent the exposition 
of my sinister designs, and through me 


V have stigmatised those citizen^ soldier.s, 
* who compose the meritorious military 
'' corps of our country. No person can be 
'' more sensiblj of the pernicious tendency 
of such crue/and undeserved reflections, 
''*in their application to public men or pri- 
vate individuals, than yourself j -yor is 
any man more competent tp determine 
the just reparation to which they establish 
a foir claim. Under these impressions, I 
can have no hesitation to appeal to yo *.r 
‘‘ justice, your magnanimity, and youegal- 
lantry, to prescribe the maimer and the 
measures of redress, being j^ersuaded your 
decision will comport witn the feelings of 
a man of honour, and that you will be 
'' found equally prompt to assert a right or 
repair a wrong. I transmit this letter 
through the post office, and shall expect 
your answer, by such channel as you may 
deem most proper. I have the honour to 
be, Sir, your obedient servant, • 

Jas. Wilkinson,” 

The Hon. John Randolph,'* 

Sir, Sever il months ago I was in- 

^ formed of your ha\ ing .said, that you were 
^ acquainted with what bad passed in the 
grand jury -room at Richmond, last spring, 

** and that you had declared a determina- 
** tion to challenge me. I am to consider 
** your letter of last night, by mail, as the 
** execution of this avowed purpo.se, and, 
through the same channel, retujm you 
** my ’answer. Whatwer may have been 
the expressions used by me, in relation to 
** your character, they were the result of de- 
liberate opiifion, founded upon the most 
authentic evidence, Ae greater part of 
** W'hich my country imposed upon me the 
painful duty to weigh and to decide upon; 

'' they were such, as to rhy knowledge and 
** to yours, have been delivered by hundreds 
of the first men in the Union, and pro- 
bably by a full moiety of the American 
people. In you, Sir, I can recognize no 
rig^t to ho[d roe accountable for my ^ub- 
lie or private opinion of your character, 
that would not* subject me to an equal 
** claim from Colonel Burr, or Serjeant 
" Dunbaugh. I cannot descend to your Id- - 
'' vel. This is my final answer. ^ 

John Randolph.” 

** Brigadier General Wilkinson." 

Washington, Dec, 23. 

Sir,—— I have received your letter of 
^ the 25th instant, by mail, in \i^ich ybu 
' violate truth and honour, to inolilge the 

* inherent malignity and rancour of your ^ 

* soul. On what ' level,* pray Sir, shall 
^ we find the wretch, who, tqjgasqiie his 
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cowardice, fabricates falsehoods, andhead- 
unprovoked insults upon unraeriled injus 
ries? You, John Itandolph, are this man, 
and yonr own breast cyn best solve the 
*' proposition. Yon ' cininot descend to 
my level j’ vain equivocal thing ! Anefdo 
ypu believe this dastardly subterfuge will 
avail you, or that your lion's skin will 
** longer conceal your true character ? Etn- 
** brace the alternative still within your 
read), <nnd ascend to the ‘ level’ of a gen- 
tlcnian, if possible ; act like a man, if you 
can, aijd%pare me the pain of publishing 
you to the world, f.ran Insolent, shnder- 
ous, prevaricating poltroon. 

Jamks Wilkinson/* 

N. B. The first idea suggested by the 
indecency of your i ^»;'onse to my letter, 
was the chastisemeof of rny cane, from 
which the sacred re.'pect I owe to the sta- 
tion you occupy in the councils of the 
'' nation, has alone protected youj and to 
the co!i^cqllenI con diet of feeling and du- 
iy must be ascribed tiie delay of ibis note. 

“ James Wilkinson.” 

John Randolph, 

There is every chance, 1 tljink, of Wilkin- 
son’?. being bribed by Spain 3 for, as to 
awmercicl cvmce’/*//v,” what commercial 
concerns could he possibly have ? But, this ! 
is nothing.new. It was proved ns clear as 
day-light, that the secretary of state, in the 
lime. fjl Washington,^ asked the French mi- 
nister,' Fauchet, tor a brib'? 5 and, to say the 
trnrl/, the tact excited no public indignation, 
and very little surprize. Ii? what a states 
then, roust that peq]/ie be ? know what a 
state they are in ; 1 know how unlninciplcd 
they are ; I know what profligates tljey are, 
■women as well as men 3 but, I wish to rest 
upon fads such as these now laid before die < 
world, and which facts none of their in- 
terested avlvocates can deny. An extract 
from a Boston p.iper of the 31 st of Decem- 
ber fwill enal)je the reader to judge of the 
correctness of my opinions, \filh regjfrd to 
the ctfcc'ts of an CiiibargOtin America. “ All 
the letters from Washington announce a 
war with Great Britain uS nearly inevita- 
“ hie. The embargo was^ carried by the 
inSuciice of a .spirit hoaiile to Great Bri- 
" f.tin, and of course not very in.lopepdent 
of France. If the ftcofjlc t'f' Nviv Enul/mtl 
** Cjiiictiy sultuit to the system of attaching 
ouf Jal<: to that of Ftance^ onr indepen- 

" lienee is at -an en /. The embargo hp- 

pears, cy the language of the government 
p'M)crs, intended to produce a coercive 
** etFoct ujion Fnglaiid. Wiuat would 
compel, ber to do } To make reparation 

< , t *. j 


for the attack on the Qliesapeake ? She 
has sent]\^. Rose, expressly commftsioii- 
'' ed to do nil that her character can suffer 
to be doae \Vithoutdegrada6'6n, to sati^ 
** the wounded feelings of our country, lie 
is now iie?ir 6ur coast irtiot arrived, bear- 
“ ing the olive branch, and teiKlering us sa- 
tisfnetiun,, peace and good will. It is 
therefore madness to say, the embargo 
has any relation to the attack on the 
Chesapeake. ^ What then are we to coin- 
pel Great Britain to do by this embargo ? 
She shall abaixlon her chilli to her own 
‘‘ subjects 'whenever (hey can get on board 
our merchant vessels ! This is the only 
“ point that now labours between the two 
governments. To effect this conc(?s;sion ^ 
** on the part of England, we are called 
upon to sacrifice the prospeiity of , the 
'' country — to submit to the most distress- 
ing privations — many to ab.solute nnn, 
and all this with dignity and patience. — 
Let those who already see consternation 
stalking through onr streets, and hundreds 
*^^of poor but imlusirious men, even on the 
scH\>iul d.ly of the embnrgo, standing 
without any employment, suing for some 
means of earning a day’s support for their 
family, let them imagine this state of 
things, protracted a few months, and 
judge of the consequences. Will they be 
" supportable ? Jt is evident from the tone ‘ 
** of the National Intelligencer, and cor- 
roborated by all thcileticrs we have seen 
from Washington, that the embargo is to 
last, until its eftects are felt across the 
— If so, it must continue many 
months. Can it be bqrne with dignity 

and patience r rWe have given, in all, 

“ towards twenty millions of dollars, 10 
** prevent the French from owning territo- 
ries in onr neighbourhood. It is now 
cuntidvnlly asserted 1*1131 Buonaparte has 
made arrangements, in liis w'ay, with the 
** crovernment of Spain, to cedd him the 
** Florida.s ! Thus, after wasting our tfea- 
siiry, and incurring»an enormous debt, to 
“ secure the management of our own af- 
fairs wftiiOiit interruption, we are to have 
a French colony bordering with Us upon 
** the Atlantic. It is as evident ns any thing 
** can be, that with such a territory run- 
** ning so far beyond them as our Louisiana 
jiossciisions, we are itiore exposed, aud 
less able to defend ourselves ever. 
Thus ends the miserable policy’ of iat« 
tempting to attain security by purchasing 
the ground that a suspected and meddle- 
some tenant might occupy. ’’—Now, 
this .seems to me to be a pretty good answer 
to A. B. of the Morning Chronicle, to Mr. 
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Ro9Coei upon the sapie subject 'and to Mr. 
Alexander Baring, Ivl. P. who hjs written a 
long and most soj)o] ific pampldet in defence 
of the conduct pf ‘America, under the guise 
of% examination iuto our conduct towards 
America. I recojjfect someiiMng;,(»t' the au- 
thor 0/ this pamphlet, and of liis connec- 
.tions ; and, 1 would beg leave to e. finest to 
him, that M.*P. after his name", sLould, in 
candour, be followed by any titles v.'i.icli he 
may choose to attach to tpfiose <: )nncctions ; 
for, it by no means fair thru the reader 
should see but one side of liiiri. 'i'iiis is a 
, proper man indeed, to answer Mi*. vS pence ! 
We see no ' melancholy cffecis” following 
embargo here. We do not see a picture like 
that described above. It is cn.sy to con- 
I ceive how the^ Orders in t!Io»iiiCil will af- 
fect Mr. Baring, but Mr. Baring 's i.ot 
Enghind j nor can he be cou'^idfred as an 
i II) l^rtial judge in the ca^c. Jt has been 
stated by the ministers, that the Orders of 
Council have not diminished the commerce 
of England. I w'ish they 4nay j but, I am 
surlj tl;ey will make iniseiy enough in SpaiA 
and Portugal, and that tlicy will produce 
most serious inc.»nvenieiice in France, and 
in every country under her controul. Na- 
poleon’s ministers call upon the chemists to 
lind out something lO answer the purpose of 
sugar and codee 3 and I have heard of a pro- 
ject for making grass into beet in France, 
without the help of the slomach of an ox. 
One is just as prol^abl^ as the other. Let us 
try these Orders for a year or two. Let us 
try the sovereignty of the sea j and, I am 
vcMy much tlcceived, if, at the end of that 
time, Napoleon will not bedi.->po.sed to make 
a real peace with us. The cjjnlest now, is 
that of Plngjand against all ilie’ rc.st of Eu- 
rope, . A low years of this will give quite a 
now turn to men’s minds 3 it will make the 
idea of being a matcli for all the worid fa- 
mtliar to us, which will be infinitely more 
valuable than all the commerce of all the 
Bai ftigs and of every body else. 1 can easi 
]y conceive an apology, for such a person as 
Mr, Baring. Men brought up, from their 
infancy, to count their gains, mflst be ex- 
pected to feel most sensibly any measure by 
which their gains are diminished. They 
may writ8 and advise what is hostile to the 
interests of their country, and yet he* very 
honest men 3 because they see things through 
a i^ise medium. Their gains they identify 
with their country's good ; and, when their 
gains are diipinished by any mea.sure, they 
iiatnrally coiiclude that such measure is in- 
jurious to the country. For my part, I am 
satisfied, that the Orders of Council are 
Vf'cll calculated to promote the permanent 
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interests of England, and being so satlsfi^edt 
1 etpbarrass myself but very little as to the 
effects which they may have upon indivi* 
duals, especially such as are so closely con'* 
nected with other countries as to render them 
less tiian half Englishmen. 

Procefoings in Parliament.— tTIjo 
subjects of the greatest interest, which 
have been brought befgre parliament, since 
the publication of my last remarks ihercoft, 
are, first, the Danish Expedition^ second, 
the intended motion upon India Affairs’^ 
third, the Curates' Suspension Billi fourth, 
the-Droi/j of Adiuiralty. — A motion similar 
to that made in the Commons, was made 
in the House of Lords, relative to the Da- 

E.xpedition 3 that is to say, a motion 
for the production of the papers, or infor- 
mation, upon which the expedition w^as 
undertaken, it being alledged by the gen- 
tlemcn opposite," that positive propf of 
the hostile dif.po.sitiori of Denmark, or, at 
least, of the intention, and the power, of 
France, to seize the Danish fleet, was ne- 
cessary to justify our conduct towards the 
former power, in this debate, the gen- 
tlemcn opposite" certainly had the best 
end of the argument ; because the minis- 
ters, very unwi.cely, had, at several stage* 
of the proceeding, talked of such in forma* 
tion as the grounds of their measure; 
whereas, if they :'ad rested their justifica- 
tion solely upon ‘oe notorious circumsran- 
ccs of the case, ^ihey would have ,Jbeeii 
plagued with none of •these discussions; 
the common senic of the country being 
\nih them, thc^^ might have leti ; heir oppo- 
nents to indulge in ilieir unavailing accusa- 
tions. But^ not o.dy dftl lluir ti.o^idity; 
their wMut of courage tu del’cnd the mea- 
sure upon the only solid ground, lead them 
to pretend to have received positive ii.for- 
maiion 3 they did not stop here, and say, 
thht w^e cannot reveal this iUibrmation, 
without great injury to the public service, 
but, in tlie debate in the House of Com- 
mons, •Mr. Canning did produce pape^.s; 
that is to say, he read parts of letters from 
Mr. Garlike, our la^e minister at Ctijienlri- 
gen, and also of letters from Lord Hutchin- 
son 3 and, having done this, it appeared 
impossible lo gi\fe any good reason ^hy 
the whole of the correspondences should 
not bd produced. Motions w'ere, there* 
fore, made for this purpose ; , and 
though they \verc negatived, as all .motion* 
agamst the minister are, I ihink, however 
odd it may seem 5 though thei^ motions 
were nct^aiived, tlie public could see no rea- 
•son whatever for the refusal, it appearing 
mauiicstly iLujiisr, that you should tell 
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that the exposition of the correspantlence f safety of ^nglanil ? But, now that he is the 
■wonk! be injurious to the nation, at thcfvcry avo\veder«ray of this country, he is ^ith 
moment that you yourself read from it tho^e people, become a very wise rnati, and, L 

parts which suit your *Diirpose. Here we suppose, ihey will soon begii^to think, t^ his 

have an instance of the Xniacliievous effects I government is an admifilble one. Nayfeom- 
of that eternal desire to triumph in debate. ; plaints a made against wic pres? for abusing 
There was not the least necessity for the him. It is very true, that tlie base hirelings, 
reading of tho papers in (juestion. The who had anpl.iuded him to the skies bnt a 
speech of Mr. CtUining, without any othcM* < few days betoro, did, the inoment*lie had^ 
l ^cts testate than such as vi’ere notorions, and ; made the peace of Tilsit, begiu to assail 
needed Only to be brought together, and j him in a'niost; unmerciful manner, not for- 
pjaced in a strong light before the public, getting to hint, that a repetition of the ef- < 
was quito sufBcicnt. Not sufiicic'nt to sa- of jmor l^aul’s ** two pfenny-worth ot 

tisfy every man, perhaps ; but, certainly whipcord*’ might be of sovereign utility? 

ninety-nine men out. of every hundred. This was very base, certainly ; but, from us, ^ 

iiur, this was not enousrh. There must be who ahvays thought justly of him; wlio aJ- 


a debating triumpi), and this trinmpli, like 
most triumphs g:mcd by unfair means, 

has been but very short-lived. It was 

carious, however, to hear the Jangnage of 
the Outs, upon tins occasion. Tiiey were 
quite* indignant that Mr. Garllkc’s corres-. 
ponclence had been misrepresen ed, which 
mi representation might injure !iis lair fame 
in foreign countries. 'J'licy did not make I 
the motions, or the speeches, ycni would 
have thought, for any purpose connected 
with a desire to harrnss tlioir rivals in tho 
T.i«:e of prolit and power ; no, but from a 
deep sense of the injustice, which had 
been done to this gentleman, who, they 
were under great apprehensions, might, 

' by the courts ahniad, be suspected of jia - 
ving^ said one thing to. them and another 
thing to liis own gWernment ; rather than 
leave him in wliicli predicament, they 
woulJ almost siifl'cr m.nrtyrdoin, ns far, nt 
least, as martyrdpm coukKhc inflicted by 
the hearing of long speeches. '■ Generous 
souls ! I dare say, that Mr. (rarlike, who, 
tliongh he is .said to be a most accomplished 
diplomatic minister, may know little aboiil 
St. Stephen’s, was overpowered vvith supli 
an amazing display of generosity; but, if 
lie be wise, he will leave it to be, like other 

rigjjfeons deeds, its own reward. Lord 

Hutchinson stood in need of no dcl^-nder. 
He spoke for himself^ and, he not only 
cleared up the misrepresentation, which, 
as be stated, had been made with respect to 
his letters, but told a long^ story, gave a dc-* 
tailed narrative, of his conversations with 
the Emperor Alexander, proving, hoyever, 
as far as it proved any thing, that the war 
with Russia was noi produced by the Danish 
expedition, though he thought it was has- 
iexedby that measure. Bur, of what*use 
was it to ^ive us the words, or the opinions of 
that Autocrat? What are his sayings and opi- 
nions to us ? Is he the only judge, or any* 
judge at of wh.it is necessary to the 


ways# held him and his nr^iies in a-jmjpc 'r 
degree of rslimation j who always abhorred 
the idea of relying upon him atul ’Ms#.lavcs 
for the preservation of the iiidepeiidenye of 
England ; from us, all that can be expected 
is, 'that we should now abstain from down- 
right abuse of him, being perfectly at liber- 
ty tokiugh at him as much ns wc please.. It 
Vvould appear, that there is something conta- 
gion? in ihft toticli of princes. Most moo, 
who hrve been admiited to converse w-illi 
. them, become their enlogi.>;s; and }Ct, as 
I far as 1 have been able to veiily facis ; as far 
I as liio public coiidncf of princes cMii warrant 
' the forming of an opinion, 1 can discover rto 
i other general cause for this than that of va- 
! nity, the vanity, the empty vanity, of heiitg 
j considered as Uic frituui of a prince* as if 
I that oilnno wert^any thing honoural>le ; as it 
I it added to the importance of the person 
[ professing such friendship.* ’ 1 wo conntry- 
men being in a wood, where king Wiiliani 
' was hunting/ said the one to the ot lor, in a 
tone of exultation, the king rode close 
6y me that he almost kpocked me down.’’ 

“ Aye,” said the other, '' but f)c spoke, 

to me.” ** Indeed ! wjiat did he sa}y‘' 

— Why he said, with such a noble 
voice, standout of the way, yon son of q. 

h .” The vanity here displayed w^as 

not at all more contemptible and ridiculous 
than that which we daily W!tne.ss in persons 
who have not ti.e same apology tijat might 
be made for these poor woodmen, Du- 

ring these debates, relative to the Danish 
Expedition^ Marquis Wellesley, according 
to tlJe news-paper reports, made a long 
speech, in which he dwfelt much upon flae 
unprincipled ambition of Napoletwf; upon 
the ravages of his conquests, and his fbtal 
contempt of all the principles • upon which 
nations have hitherto acted towards one ano- 
ther. This was all very true ; but, I am 
afraid, that the noble Marquis will see, that, 
notwithstanding all the violences and crimes 



277T FEBRUARY 2f, ISO^.^^ParUamenlary Proceedings', [27B 

of Napolbon, he wiy not only escape (for a gancc and injustice^ when, at a later period, 

while at* least) with impunity { h^t will be he liad the indiscretion to put himself with- 

flattered and caressed j that, not only will in the reach of their tangs. For this, 

hej^suflered ip enjoy the fruits.of alibis amongst other thij^s, I was glad to see 

detnK>nings and plianderings and murders, then] overthrown ; l^d, if ever there was 

but tfiat all these \Wtl receive a^sorr of legal perfect justice done to men, upon this earth, 

sanction, by aiid by when we come to make it is tb«it which they have experienced at the 

peace, in like manner, the noble .Marquis hands of the Wellesleys, who, the moment 

will seei, as a nojtorious strumpet is, by the the king's determination was known, voted 


ceremony of marriage (when she has the 
good look to find a man b^tse enough to mar- 
ry her) “ made an honest woman,” and, 
if she chance to have a rick or powerful 
Jiusband, becomes an object of praise and 
admiration. Nay, it would not at all aston- 
ish me, if Napoleon, thus purified, were 
jto set.^p for a satiiist of tyranny andjdun- 
Jer, verifying ftie old saying, that the 
grgatest rogue cries rogue first.” But, 
let us hope, with the noble Marquis, that, 
in tfie end, justice will take place j lliat, out 
of this unnatural state of things, will arise, 
some how or ether, the means of inflicting 
vengeance upon the heads of all those, who 
are now able to set law and justice at de^ 

fiance. ^The second subject of^parlianicn- 

fary debate, which it appears to me necessa- 
ry to notice, is a motion, or rather intended 
motion of Lord Folkestone, relative to//* dia 
Affairs, and particularly, as it would seen*, 
to. the trausactions in Oude, first brought 
forward by Mr. Pauli. His lord.ship pro- 
po.ses to confine himself to the moving of 
certain resolutions,.ex 4 ]rcssive of the opinion 
of parliament, as to tliose transactions ; but, 
Mr. I’ierney, and the rest 01" the ** gentle- 
men opposite,’* are for a committee of inqui- 
ry ) they are for a regular set to, and not for 
a single motion, which will get rid of the 
matter at once j they are for bout after bout, 
milking, in the whole, a grand combat. 
The most interesting point, connected with 
this discussion, will be, however, to see in 
what manner the '* gentlemen opposite” 
will take the matter up. The public cannot 
hav6 forgotten the manner, in which, while 
in office, they treated, Mr. Pauli ^ the means 
whic4 use of to thwart all 

hii endeavours to institute a faif inquiry 
into these very transactions. They have 
pow no other Information to go upon, than 
what he Vrung from them with almost as 
much difficulty as he would have got dhe of 
their places; and,*if they proceed at all, 
the;/ ma.st proceed upon that, for which they 
are^ndebted to him, after having subscribed 
their hundrQds of pounds, for the purpose 
of keeping him out of parliament, that he 
might DO longer have the power to torment 
them with this very sul^ect, and after ha- 
ying treated-him with such intolerable ar.ro- 


against tlv.m, to a man, and are now 
amongst the most formidable of their oppo- 
nents. It will, indeed, be curious to s(^ 
how the "gentlemen opposite” .will now 
take this matter up. The eyes of the public 
will be, as they well know, fixed steadily 
upon thorn ; and, for myself, I give them 
my w'ord, that I will not fail to Jo my best, 
in order to enable my readers to judge of 
their conduct now, compared with their 
conduct, as connected with the same subject, 

in IflOo. The Curates* Suspension Bill 

has made no great figure in the report of the 
debates ; but it relates to a matter very par- 
ticularly worthy of public attention. The 
history of it is this: In l7gG, an act was 
passed, having for its object the bettering of 
the situation of curates of the established 
church ; but, into the same act, after it got 
to the Lords, was interwoven a clause, nvi- 
king a former benefice voidable, in case the 
incumbent accepted of a perpetual curacy, 
augmented by Queen Anne’s bounty. Be- 
fore this act was passed, a perpetual curacy 
might be legally held with any other bene- 
fice or benefices. Nothing could be more 
reasonable than this provision ; because the 
intention of the gugmentation of the revenue 
of the perpetuq^ curacies^, was, to make it 
sufficient for the maintenance of a clergy- 
man. Nevertheless, tJie act being generally 
considered as containing nothing but provi- 
gions relating to stipendiary curates, there 
did, with respect to the clause just spoken 
of^ a general ignorance prevail. Under the 
influence of this ignorance, the Rev. James 
Scolt w^as, ill 1805, nominated to the [jer- 
petual .curacy of Titley, in Herefordshne, 
having, in J801, bqen presented to the rec- 
tory of Brampton Bryan, in the same coun- 
fyt by his brother-in-law, Lord Oxford, 
with whose consent and approbation he ac- 
cepted of the perpetual curacy. In 1.80^) 
(Mr. Scott being out of England, as chap- 
lain of a king’s ship). Lord Oxford, finding 
that, in consequence of the act of J 79^^ bis 
brother-in-law bad, by accepting the cura- 
cy, '<0 which acceptance he had Riven his 
consent, forfeited the living ofwrampton 
Bryan (the latter being worth seven time^, 
'^perhaps, as much as the former), took advan- 
tage thereof, and presented another person 
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the living. To prevent tije-.eiicct of this, 
a biJl uas ‘brought in, and pas&'ed, doring 
the last session of parliament, suspending 
the efieci of the abovt^-mentioned clause ui 
the act ot 179 ^^ andjL the bill, ju»t now 
pdssed^ repeals that suspension ; so ihfit Mr. 

Scott lostfs his living. With respect to 

tSe suspension bill, it was jiot at all more 
unjust than the biispeiision bill passed iiit 
1600, or 1801, relative to non-reiidence, 
^vhich iirofecsedly had an effect upon past 
actions, and was to all intents and purposes, 
u law after ike f)}ct. ; or, what the Icani- 
** ed” call, An ex past facto law. But, I 
am not pleading its defence,* and, I should 
have voted for its repeaU especially as it ap- 
pears that Mr. Scoti, having two benefices 
■with cure of .souls, loft them both, while he 
V ent even out of the kingdom, no matter in 
what capacity, but, in fact, in a capacity 
which gave him a third eJerierd income, in 
doing which, though he has bur too many, 
whose example ho can plead, it is, 1 think, 
impossible for any one to justify him. Y^, 
what shall be said of Lord Oxford ? He 
first gives him the living; he next gives 
his consent and approbation to the accep- 
tance of the curacy; and, then, he avails 
lvm.sclf of' a clause in an act of parliament, 
of which Mr. Scott, at least, w^as ignorant, 
to take from him the living, worth seven 
times, nay, I believe, ten times, as much 
as the curacy, 1 think, 1 may safely defy 
any one to cite me any ,jthiiig to match tins 
transaction. The subject admits not of am- 
plification. Tlicro can bo no f tnnmcncnpon 
it. which would not we.ikq^) the impro.sHon 
produced by the bare tacts. ^ The only point, 
upon which a doubt can jxjssibly ari^e, is, 
whether Lord Oxford did actually give his 
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to the lath \i»as the subiect of higlfeulogium 
w'ith the Archbishop.— The Droifs oj Ad* 
miralty would, if We had room, form a 
most copiops subject; which, for Ih^re- 
sent, I shall content <nyself with iperdy 
opening.*^— 2-At alime,^when we ore" called 
upon to sacriiice our ** iast«hilling and our 
last drop of blood,” it becomes our duty* to 
enquire into how vntlioyis are eapended. 
The Royal family, in ail its branches-, hat^e 
an abundance^alicAvcd from the taxes, with* 
out any occasional grant.s at all. The aggre- 
gate of the siAu is immense, and makes no 
trifling figure when compared with tlie sum 
necessary to. maintain tvvelve hundred thou- 
sand poor. We arc told, that' these- 

Droipi of Admiralty arc very diicien(,^ 
and so were many things now no longer it? 
existence. Fur every innovatici^ thahis to^ 
diminish our liberties or to encroach upon 
our property, an apology is founded upon 
the altered circumstances of the times 
and the woild. Well, ib'ni, why aie we 
not to make the same plea fora change with 
respect to ihenc droits of admir.dty ? l/ WQ 
look back‘, 1*11 warrant we shall tind, that, 
during all the preceding reigivs, from .the 
JNorman conque‘)t downwards, the droits of 
admiralty have not araounicd to n stun so 

large as that of the present reign alone. 

But, there are so many important considera- 
tions that present themselves as apperti.ining 
to this subject, that I will not attempt to en- 
ter upon them here.#— ^Below I insert the 
debate, as I tiinl it in the Morning Chronicle, 
being anxious togivc lo every thing connected 
with this matter as exiensiVe’and as speedy a 
circulation as possible.-— — ^'I'he reader will 
not fail to notice what Mr. Sheridan says 
about the Prince of JVaks, 'J'here. will be 


consent and approbation to the acceptance of 
the curacy by Mr. Scott ; and, -if we wei^i 
to place no reliance upon the assertion of Mr. 
Scott, undenied ny Lord Oxford, still the 
undeniable fact, that Lord Oxford himself^ 
upon Mr, Scott’s acceptance of the curacy, 
became his tenant of the tytkes belonging to 
the curacy, would cojnpletely remove all 
doubt ; for, as Mr. Scott states, in his pe- 
tition, it is the strongest proof of the 
** knowledge, assent, and privity” of Lord 
Oxford, to the nomination and appointment 

of Mr. Scott to the curacy. Such was the 

opinion which Mr. Scott's curate at Bramp- 
ton Bryan entertained of the transaction, 
that he, though, probably, a very, poor 
man, refused, it seems, to accept of the li- 
ving j 3^3, it was not until soipe time had 
been spent in the search, that an acceptor 
*waa found, in the person of a Rev. Mr. Gra- 
fcapj,, whose nudikcss to sh^w kisoledience 


few of the grants that will not find an advo- 
caioinoiie, or in another; and, ifibe en- 
cpiiry was in any other hands than those of 
Sir Francis Burdett, I should expect to see 
it die away in smoke. 

OROZTS Ot>Al)MIBALTY. 

Debate^ in the Hofuse oj Commons, Mth Feb, 
1808 , &s en in the Morning Chronicle, 
Sir F. BuRDexT rose, in pursuance of 
notice, to make his motion relative to the 
captured property at the dispo^l of the 
cro\^m. He thought it unnecessary, in the 
first instance, to entef*upou any detail.* It 
appeared to him, that these accounrts being 
intended as a ground of parliamentary^pro- 
ceeding, must be grant^ of course. Xfe 
would, tlierefore, for the present, simply 
move, that there be laid before the house an 
account of all captures by hisMa|esty’s NavhHj 
Forcesjj since the year if $2, eisdmed to 
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‘ remauiin:r ?lt the dispoyl ofthe ci*o^dD; st^^ting" perty came to the king in a double cap?4clfr. 
the ara'oitPit of each capture, lbe»et|3rocieeds, ,That*which was seized before the dfeclara- 
a7iil the application up to thi«f day .-—The tion of war, and the issuing of letters of mar- 
CiiANCELLOR Of THE Exche<^^ Said, qUe and reprisals, belpnging to him jf/Tt? CO • 

that T^vas almost impossible, if not entirely rencB. That which was captured afterwards 

pr>, to make np nn ac^fcount of siitb individual was liiH as lord high admiral, whose rights 
cnptiireiv Mncfa of the proceeds of these accrued to the crown when the office w'j^s 

c.ipnires had accrued to the king, x^ot jure put into commission. But it was the custom 

aironce, but in his capacity of lord high Ad- -to give up what part belonged to him in this 
iiiiral. A great part had been given to the capacity, or, after the issuing of reprisals, 

' capton, anil the whole i^as ^as much the to the captors. Another .species of property, 
property of his majesty as the appropriated was that which was captured in port, or by 
portion of the Civil List. Wifcatever might .such as were not licensed captors. This was 
1^ the policy of this, the house had sanction- properly the droits of the admiralty, and 
ed it. Unquestionably, if bad advice was belonging to the king in virtue of the office 
liven to the* crown in the di.spo.sal of this of high admiral. Jn I yp5, when the French 
jnoney,^hat woujrj be a good gronneb ^or ro.nde an iirnption in Holland, cncoiirage- 
l^arliainentaiy inquiry: but, considcreil ns ment was held out to the inhat)it£ints to re- 
“a fun^, the house could not intermeddle move to a neutral conntr}% and if they did 
in the application of it. When this sum this, the property detained hereon that oc- 
had grown to a large amount, grants had oasion was to he restored to them. But as 
been made out of it for the public service. * they had not done this, it was condemned to 
Grants had certainly been made out of it at the crown as taken before reprisals. The 
different times to the younger branches of! Spwiish property seized before reprisals 
the rb 3 %al family: but this was far from* in 17p<5, was also condemned as ih^ 
being illegal, that he doubted ithether it i droits of the admiralty. On the breaking 
wonid be considered by an v as an improper out of the war in Tvlav, hovtiliiii'4 

application. The hon. baronet had a right were not conimei ced against Holland till 
to know what had been the proceeds since the lO’.h of June following ; Dntch propert)** 
1792, and what was the amount at present, however, w'as detained iji th.e mean time, 
BiU as he had alleged no instance of mis- and aftc’wards C(>rdomnccl as p» ize to tha 
application, he ought not, at this momeiit, crown. Spanish, Pmssi.fn, and Danish pro- 
to insist upon an account of the applic.i- perty w as condemned under similar circum- 
tion. It would he stttntfient (cr him, there- ^^ances, the captors in " no claim ; j^ml 
fore, to confine him«ell m the, otlior points in ca'^c of a ronvciil'^'n to restore it at tli'it 
at present, and afterwards mine for any fur- end cf the war, the crown would be bound 
ther informatioiT, • when lie had examined to do so. But conv'^'utirn rf that sort 
the papers, and stated any groinid.s for (lej»ir- existed, and conii^quently ^he property re- 
ing farther information. — Sir Francis Bur- niained at th^ di‘«p' 's«al of the crown. Then 
DETT had no objection to follow the line how was it applied } A moiety, or perhaps 
chalked out to him by the right hon. genf. two-thirds was granted as a reward to the 
for the great object he had in view at ibis captor.^ — a circumstance that mu*-* be pleas- 
timo was to have the* amount before the ingjothehon. biironet (IVde) who was 
house. He. had not, indeed, as yet stated anxious for the interests ol ti’p nav.d service, 
any facts of misapplication : yet he appro- Anothe*^ j)art had been applied ro the relief 
heiUlecl the house would not endure that so cf the public exigencies of the vfiue, to 
large a sum should be at«t he disposal ofthe extent fjf two (Millions — one having been 
crown, without any inquiry, eveu ahhongh granted some time ago and anoriier lately., 
it should be admitted that the croi?'!! had Part had bt^en applied to the relief of those 
the legal right, of which, however, conslfk^- wdiohad suflei-ed from the breaking, out of 
Table doubts wereentertained.— Sir Charles the war. The Spanish government had 
Pole expresled bis approb.Mion of the motion sequestrated property belonging to thiscotiB- 
ofihehon. baronet, forallhis reflections on the try, which, by a stipulation in the treaty of 
subject convinceilhim that the admiralty court Amiens, they had engaged to restore. This 
lOugbfc to ‘be upon a new footing.-.-TiiK was not done, and some of the captured pro- 
•Aovocate General ob.serred, that the ad- perty belonging to the crown, was applied to 
miralty court hjad nothing to do With the the relief of the sufferers Anot^r part 
subject of this motion. Before the house had been granted to captors who had not 
proceed any further in it, it w-as proper been allowed to act under the* ordinary dis-' 
th.it it should know what grounds could be cfetionary powders; and another to those 
mgde out for aiiinquiry. The captured pro-^ who had suffered from the in^ivency of 



283] POLITICAL REGISTER.— Dror/lo/ AdmiraHy. [284 

captors. These had been the different modes Inctantly signed by the fight bon. ^cnt. (th^ 

in which this property had been disposed Advocate-General) «£25,000> was 'restored 

of. But he did not by any means wish to to the hon. baronet [Hear ! hear!]* being 

keep out of view, that a very small part of theamouptdf his claim, and that too wth- 

it had, out of bis JVlajesf/^ grace and libe- out deducting from it any of the exposes 

rality, been Conferred on the younger 4)ran- of the pr<Kes(^. It was l^omc time, indeed, 

ches of his family. Was he the only father before the right hoiU' gent, .(the Advocate 

jn*the kingdom who was not to be allowed General^ could be induced fa give a recomV 

to make grams out of funds, appertaining j mendatioii to this effect, and his acruples 
to him by law, to his own chddren ? U were highly to bis credit. These circuiu- 

any thought so, he was not ashamed to say stances formed patt of the Records of the 

that he differed from him The house Admiralty Court, but he had only received 

would dispose of the motion as it pleased, the papers rhaomorning. Here, then, was 

but no instance of misapplication hud been an application of a large sura as a reward 

stated — no grounds of inquiiy had been laid, for a violation of the laws of the country. 

The house was competent, certainly, to go He was glad, therefore, that a ‘disposilidu^ 

into such an inquiry, but in his opinion appeared to examine ihis^subject, ^ut 

no reason had been assigned for the exercise thought the business would be ver^ 

of its right on the present occasion. — — - imperfectly done unless the house at tended to' 

Mr. Lushington perfectly agreed with the the application of the money, which was, 
last speaker, that this motion had no refer- perhaps, the mostmaterial pointof tbowhole. 
ence- to the Admiralty Court. He also —Sir II. Popham observed, that having been 
agreed with him in the greater part of what thus personally attacked, he could not but 
he said relative to the right of the crown A) offer a few observations in his own vindica- 
thrs property j but differed from him mate- 9ion. Ahhough, if the hon. gent. who*bad 
rially as to constant pi opriety of the appli- thrown out such aspersions as had never 
cation. One instance ot miaapplicatioa he been used in that house, had given him any 
would state to the house. An hon. baronet previous intimation of his intention to bring 
(liir H Popham) whom he saw in hi.s place, forward circumstances in which he was par- 
had, in the year 17 b 7 , obtained leave of ticularly concerned, he would have been 
absence on half pay from the naval service, better "prepared to meet his statement. He 
in which he was then a lieutcniaiit. He would, however, now advert to a plain and 
went (oOsteiid, and there proem ed a ship, well known fact. The house would recol- 
tlie' El Elrusco, bearing the Imperial tlag, Ject he went to the East Indies at a period of 
in which he freigfited a cargo for the East profound peace^ and had been there employ- 
indies. He there exchanged his ve.ssel for ed in the service of the East India Company, 
an American ship, and C5\rried a cargo ^to It the hon. gent, would consult the record.^ 
Canton in China; having {aken in a fresh oftheIndiaHou.se, he would find that lord 
cargo there, of wliich a Fi-ench'’ supercargo Cornwallis, the Governor General*, and the 
at Canton had a share, he sailed first for Ire- Council, had recommended him strongly to 
land, and from that to Dungeness, where | thd Court of Directors, and said that he had 
be landed goods, or, in plain English^ deserved that the Directors should apply to 
smuggled them [Hear! hear ! and laughter], the Admiralty to promote him. He had* 
Lieut. Bowen of the Brilliant frigate, Capr. beside.s received acknewdedgments and pre- 
Robinson, seized ihe ship in Oatend Roads, sents for his 8ervice.s, He was not, surely,, 
aft^r ‘a person had escaped on shore with the only Br^itish Officer who had gone ob 
part of the goods. This vessel was brought board a neutral vessel in order to acquire 
to judgment in the Adgniralty Court. Du- knowledge and skill in his profession. It, 
ring the proceedings, the hon. baronet was singtilar tlu t the hon. gent, should select 
claimed his sliare ot the cargo and freight ; him an object to attack for what had been 
but when it became necessary to serve a pro- so generally done. Surely his exertions in 
ces» of the Court upon him, he was not to India must have been very extradrdinary [a 
be found, and, in short, had absconded, laugb] to induce the Governor and Council 
The ship w^as condemned ; but for ^11 the to recommend him so strongly, and to pro- • 
trouble, the inconvenience, and loss of duce tins particular attack. Perhaps he «was 
time occasioned in the prosecution of the sorry that he had gone out under a foHeign 
business, Captain Robinson did not receive flag ; many might, in a moment of disap- 
one shilling. Yet afterwards, in conse- pointment, do thing.s which they might after- 
qoence of a Treasury Warrant, signed by , wards disapprove. But he trusted that he 
the Marquis of Biandford and Mr. Long/ would never violate the laws of his country, 
founded upon a report fur that purpose, re- nor resort to smuggling without there being 
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; homelliin^iii the cas^whicJi woiiljf do away 
ihe essen<:e and effect of the (jfft^ce. He 
haped 4his matter would be fully inquired 
into, and thoroughly sifted, that the House 
miglf^be enabled to judge upon k complete 
view • of all the| ci ecu m stance# — Mr. 
Sheridan fully agreed with the hon. 
captain,* that after the attack which had been 
made ugoii him, the matter ought not to 
rest there. It was clue both to the house 
oAd him, that the matter «hould be investi- 
gated. He .also agreed, that ITis hon. friend 
behind him might have given notice of 
Ijis intention ; but then it was to be^>bserved 
that he had only read the pa|)ers that moni- 
iug, and had slated the facts upon an occa- 
sion w'^ich had suddenly arisen. Rut if it 
i ;v9s necessary to* have this affair inquired 
- ^nto, upon the st.atement of his hon. friend, 
it was* much more so after the defence of 
the hon. captain. He said, he had, likd 
other officers, entered, dn time of ponce,, on 
board a foreign vessel, to acquire additional 
skill in his profession. But how did other 
officers engage in these services r I hey werc^i 
employed entirely in their own profession — 
but who ever heard of their taking advantage 
of a* foreign flag to trade to the East Indies, 
and land teas at Dungenessr The Chan- 

cellor OF THE ExcHEauER lose to Order. 
It .was not consistent with any rules of order 
or justice, that a conversation should be car- 
ried on so long that had only arisen collate- 
rally 5 and that person'll attacks should thus 
be made on an individual, without giving 
him any nedice, or allowing him time to pre- 
pare his defence.. -To whai purpose was this 
carried on? There was no motion on that 
particular question before the house; audit 
was impossible that such a statement, unau- 
thorised as it was, could be a &nfficicnt grouttd 
for calling, in the first instance, for an ac- 
count of the application of the sums arising 
* from captured property belonging to tlie 
crown. .He hoped liie right honourable 
gentleman himself would thank him for 
interrupting him ; ar^li he also hoped 
that an opportunity would be afforded of fully 
considering the case which had ocoasioned 
this deviation from the main object. — Mr. 
SvERiDAN rose again, but not^ he said, to 
con)plain ofthe Chancellor of the Excliequer 
Jiaving/interrupted him ; on the contrary, 
he ^lould npw abswin from any further 
^ cumq;ici>t/}n the hon. captain's (Sir Home 
^Pophi^rn) defence— at the same lime, Mr, 
Sheridan shewed, that he had been perfectly 
' in order, and now only deferred his argu- 
ment from a principle of delicacy, under- 
standing the Chancellor of the Exchequer to 
agree with the lion, captain, that a turibcr 


-Droifj of Admit ally ^ , [2SS 

and fiill inves^gation was absolutely neces- 
sary.# Afler what had passed, after the 
charge so distinctly and forcibly made, and 
urged by a member^in his place, it was ab- 
solutely necessary ti the character and ho- 
nour* ef the hon. captain, but what was of 
more importance, it was essential to the 
cliaracter and honour of the House tli^t 
,sucb an investigation should take place.— 7 
Mr. Sheridan then said, he should add only 
a few words on that part of the question 
which related to the ap/dication of the mo-‘ 
ney arising from these Droits of Admiralty. 
He had no hesitation in saying that he not 
only did not censure, but he cordially con- 
curred in, and approved of that part of the 
application this day avowed by his Majesty’s 
Judge Advocate, namely, his majesty's gra- 
cious gifts to the younger branches of his 
Illustriops Family. No member but must 
feel that their incomes never had, under the 
pressure of the times, been adequate to the 
expenditure imposed upon them by their 
rapk and situation, and he had never heard 
any charge of wanton extravagance preferred 
against any one of the illustrious individuals 
alluded to. So far was he, therefore, from 
objecting to these acts of his majesty’s pater- 
nal genercfity, he only lamented that his ma# 
jesty’s royal munificence bad been confinedto 
the younger branches of Jiis august family. 
Had the heir apparent participated in it, he 
believed the house and the country w'ould 
have not merely bcen^salisfied, but gratified ; 
[hear ! hear ! J for ii' Vcr Tnust it be forgote 
ten, that the Prince had an. unliquidated 
clahu, which, greatly to his honour, feel- 
ing* for the pubiicj)iirtiicn, and tliedifficult- 
of the timesf had been, by*his royal highy 
ness’s expiess desire, suspended, but no- 
abandoned, (he meant the arrears of the 
Duchy of Com wall) : that debt still rem^in- 
0(1 indisputably due, either from the sove- 
reigjb or the puWic ; and, towards the dis- 
charge of that debt, lie could not coaceive 
an application of the funds now under dis- 
cussion, .roorcr grateful to the people, than 
in part directing them towards that object. 
His majesty’s nmnfticence towards the 
younger branches of his august family, was 
an act of bounty, in the latter case it would be 
an act, not of bounty' merely, but of justice ^ 
The Advocate General said, that this 
property* was not properly condemned to 
the crown, but came by a forfeiture, which 
on good grounds might justly be i emitted. 
The ^ound cn which he recommend<*d the 
grant to the hon, captain, was tlllfe. He 
had gone to Ostend, and from that sailed- 
mider a foieign flag to India. If he wms 
re:»iraincd as a British subject from doing w 



2571 * POLITICAL IlEGTSTER.-^>jjfr, Young on p28S 

by the law of his country, unquestionably misapplicawon of. the Admiralty -Droits. — 
this was a violation of it. But it was per- Mr. Bran!) said, that the oppositiofl to the 

fectly well known to the Indian governnnenr, account of application convinced liimT that 

that he was there, and ^ was the policy at it ought not to be dropped. •The misappli'. 
that time to encourage*’ exportation from cation had been proved •in one instand/ at 
J^ndia in foreign vessels. Whatever offence least in a slatement that fhad arisen out of * 
bad been committed, was against the Bast the partial communications oi> the otlier side 
India Company, and as tliey had by inipli- of the manner in which these suras were a|K 
cation remitted it, he thought himself justi- plied. They appeared to have a coiKcious- 
fied in recommending the remission of the ness that all was not right on that score.—: 
forfeiture. Mil. Tikrmry called the right ! Mr. Huskiss^n ifien moved the Amend- 
bon. gent, to circler, as he was entering upon ment proposed by his right hon. friend. That 
a defence* of the hon. captain, instead of an Account be ^^roduced of the Net Proceeds 
yonhning himself to the facts for his own of the captures, &:c. since 1/93, together* 
justification.— Some di-'Ciission arose here with the Balances in hand.— The Cuancel- 
abont the question under discussion, whe- lor of the p^xciiEnuER said, that the only * 
ther It was the original motion or the amend- ditlerence between himself j»nd the hdh. , 
ii)cnt suggested by the Chancellor of the ronet was as to the production of an account ^ 
chequer, and in some measure as'ientcd to ? of application. Pie contended tha^ tin's * 
—Sir FiUNCisBuBur.TT however, now re- v/as not necessary, till a misappiication was 

fased to withdraw' his motion. The appa- stated. One instance had been mentioned, 

rent fairness of the right hon; gent, opposite, — but it Iiad not been |5roved ; and came ra- 

had led him rather to assent to his amend- ther under the description of a forfeiture 
ment at first, because Ins object was to get which Iiad been remitted— a thing that was 
an account of the large sum at the disposal ver}^ common. — Mr. Adam said that it 
or the crown, without the conlroul of Par- TV'cnld be viWscr to call only for the amount 
Harnent, thinking tins a sufficient ground of thesumintlic -first instance j neither. of 
for an enquiry. But since ilie gross and the motions would include the case which 
migrant in.stance of inisipplicition, stated by }»ad been adverted to. This ought tc be in- 
tbe hon. gent, behind, had come to his vestigated, but in order to get at it, a mo- 
knowledge, be considered the application tion must be made for an account of the foV- 
asthe mo.st important part of the subject, feitures remiltcd.-SiR Charles Pole ob- 
Md must persevere in his original intention, served, that neither of the motion.s were so 
He sliould abandoi\ his (Kity if be withdrew full as he could w^ijdi. • He stated that it 
hi.s motion, and pic doubted, it the house often happened that ten years elapsed be- 
xvould allow him were he so inclined.— The tween the capture and the time the captors 
discussion thus of course proceeded on the could get their prize money. * In such cases 
original inotion.-rTHB AiVi'ocatk Gene- prize money was of no use. — Sir Francis 
BAL proceeded to state the grounds on Burdett said, that his motion was sufficient- 
whicli he had recommended the remission ly comprehensive to include all that was ma- 
of the forfeiture. It amounted to tlii.s, that terfal at present. — The Jiouso then divided, 
/the company themselves had, by cpiploying For the original Motion 57. For the Amend- 
the hon. captain in making soundings, apd nieiit 82, * 

by giving him presents, &:c. recognized bis 

right of going to India, as much as if they jVJr. aUTHUR YOUNG 

had given him a licence. The only question on 

was, whether, under iheFc'circumftances, agriculture, manufactures, and com- 
the forfeiture ought note to be restored, and merge. 

it had been determined that it ought. — Mr. Sir,— have read with much attention 

Lushington disclaimed all idea of reflect- the several papers which have appeared in 
ing upon the right hen. ggnt., who, he wa.s your Journal,* upon the subject of trade and 
wefli informed , had acted in thi.s business manufacture, under the title of Phlsh Cum^ 
reluctantly. In his own justificatipn, he fierce; and, I have considered with%equal 
stared, that he had heard the facts long ago, attention the essay recommended by you, 
but doubting whether (bey had been accu- arfd written with great ingenuity* by Mr. 
rate!}' stated, he bad from hearing the notice Spence j but, I must confess myself to bo 
ot vesteplay, applied at the proper jSlace very far removed from that sort ' of eonvic- 
ihis morning, and seen the documents. He tion, which you seem to think should flow 
thought himself in duty called upon to make from his reasoning ; the same doctrinea 
th*nratement, in'oppositioa to the assertions ' were warmly debated about forty years ago 
o.i the ojti^r. side, that there bad been no | in France, and in my opinion sufficiently re- 
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fated by v^inons \^itrrs both iifengland and In another place he considers it as un-' 
on the Continent. The conjrofersy lasted 4 necessary. 

considerable time ; but it hiw slept for above " There can be no doubt then, if such be 
thirty years ; ^ihe Ecbnoinists ^aje the name the painful nBUira of those opinions, which 
to, their science* which cn- resolve our greawess into our commerce, 
gaged the pens-oj* many extrem^y able men thaBall those who hold such opiiiioni, would 
whose works abound with observations be highly gratified to have their fallacy proved 
•tiquafly lummous and important^ but in- to them. They would doubtless be rejoiced 
volvedin such a cloud of verbiage, and per-, to have it convincingly made out, that our 
plexed with such a jargon of terms, techni- greatness is independent of our commerce j 
'Cal in their scien'ce, thal^he large measure of and that our glory and our prosjJerity ne^d 
liberality and truth is to bifsepirated from not suffer diminution, even though we bad 
much error, and nnnv mistakes : the leading infinitely less trade than wc havcf p. 9,” 

^ points which tliose writers laboured to prove. But, from the utmost attention I can give 
were ^ ‘ to the chain of Mr. Spence’s reasoning, I 

I. That agriculture is the only source of cannot see the consiswncy of such aiiimon-i 
natioi^al wealth. with other passages in his work, which ap- 

• U. That raaifufactures and commerce add parently militate directly against tlicni. Thus 

nothing to national riches. he says, 

in. That as agriculture pays all faxes, let The value obtained in foreign markets ' 

thenv be imposed in whatever manner they for the manufactures which a nation exports, 

' may, all should be laid, in the first instance, resolves itself into the value of ti e food 
on land. whicli has been expended in manufacturing 

These are the doctrines which Mr. Spence them, and the profit of the master iiianufac- 
and* you, Sir, have undertaken to re-esta* turer, and the exporting merchants These * 
blisb, with some variations, iuaa series of profits are undoubtedly national profit. Thus, 
papers which manifest great powers of in- when a lace manufacturer has been so lohg 
tellect, and vigour of expression. I have employed in the inanufactuving a pound of 
waited in earnest expectation of seeing some flax into lace, that his subsistence during 
of your numerous correspondents examine that period, has cost ^'30, this sum is the 
the doctrine as a question of fact andexpe- real worth of the lace > and if it be sold at 
nence, ratlier than one of theory and reason- home, whether for 4^30 or the na- 

ing3 but, as I do not perceive that any one tion is, as has been shown, no richer foi- 
ls inclined thus to tret^J the subject, I am in- this manufacture. Bqt if this lace be exported 
claced to send you some doubU upon it, and to another country, tiiid (here sold for 
beg leave to refer you for morfe particular ob- it is undeniable that the exporting nation has 
jections to my.Political Arithmetic printed added ^£*30 to wealth by its sale, since 
1111774. ^ the cost to'it wasjonly 5^30, p. 4^.'* 

There i^ a measure of truth in the first of And agai» more decisiveTy, 
the above maxims, for a nation may exist An attention to facts will prove in op- 

without commerce or niannfacture, but not position to the opinion of the Q^conomistes, 

for a moment without agricvjlture ; but such that in Britain agriculture has thriven only 
truths are about as viiiuable as the ink that in consequence of the influence of rnanufac- 
' traces them; they are rendered interesting tnr^s ; and that the increa.se of this influeuce, 
not from being true, bat by the conclusions is requisite to its further extension, p. 2/.” 
that arc drawn from them ; and the grand That manufactures arc noihing more th^ 
conclusion drawn by th^ CEconomists and a transn^utation ^f foc^d into fabric s, was 
agreed to, illustrated, and applied to the itarted and amplified by the CEcouuinistes^ 
state of this country by yourself and Mr. Mr. Spence thus adopft it. 

Spence, forms the subject of the second of None of this wealth, however, could 
these maxims. Mr. Spence has however with truth be said to have been brougJit into 
some observations, that apparently deviate so existence by the rflaimfacturer, fer as tJw^- 
widely^that l must beg leave to trouble you land proprietor had given in exchange for 
with, two quotations. In the fol- the prodace of the manufacturers labour, aa 

Jowiu^ hc.ailows nothing to commerce. equal value in food, which no longer re* 

'' Having thus stated the grounds of my mained in existence, all the merit which 
'conviction, that we derive national could >oslly be conceded to the latter, w^oukb 
u'ieaUh whatever, /rom oitr comvierce, I fro- be his having traiismiUod wealth ofSo pc- 
ficc. p, 04.*' 


Supplement to A a, 8. FoL Xllh'^Pr^ee lOd. 
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Tiiihable a nature as food, into the mot e du- 
rable wealth of manufactures, p. IS " 

Now, Sir, it seems to me only neccssat-y 
to oppose some of these passages to each 
other, in order to shew, I will not say a di- 
rect contradiction, hut at least ground suffi- 
cient for a suspicion that tliere must be some 
degsee of uncertainty in the cornhi nations 
whence such conclusions arc drawn ; and 
that the subject iins not been examined with 
that attention which its importance demands. 
The error .n}ay perhaps be found in the 
transmutation idea ; the food is admitted to 
be wealth, Wealth flowing from agriculture, 
the fabrics are wealth, but still agricultulral 
wealth ; as it has been no more than a trans- 
mutation ; but, I contend that it is a crea- 
tion y and not by the farmer who cultivates, 
but by the manufacturer who, demands. 
Without the demand the fooS would have 
never been produced ; the cause of produ- 
cing is in the consumer, much more than in 
the cultivator y who is a machine employed 
to make a commodity demanded, and be- 
comes a machine that has lost its wheels \{ 
that demand ceases. A machine that would 
not, as to present importance, have had any 
existence had not such demand ariaen. If 
J understand Mr. Spence in the passage 
quoted from p. 22, he will not deny it, in- 
consistent as it may seem with tire general 
train of bis reasoning. 

The habits of my life for forty 3 ears, have 
given me a decided preference for agricul- 
ture;' but, Sir, it for un agrivuliure ani- 
mated by a great demand j and, Avhen I 
hear the sister employments, dtprecicJed 
which constitute that demaciJ. I must re^^ 
dily confess that l^m alarmed, lest the first 
and great basis of our national ‘prosperity 
should sutler as much fro.nf its fi lends, as 
ever it did from enemies. 

Mr. Spence gives the following definitiotv 
of wealth ; ** Wealth is defined toconsiat Ui 
abundance of capital, of cultivated and pro- 
ductive land, and of those things whie^mep 
usually esteem valuab’e. p. 11.” 

lilat abundance of cultivated and pfoduc- 
tjveland is w'ealtb, will got be easily contro- 
verted ; but, let me be more explicit and 
affix to the word al^undance, the idea of that 
abundance whiclr we possess in England. 
Ih&n, I presumci Mr. Spence will admit 
that this abundance has been created by the 
demand forrned by maniifactures ancf com- 
merce, as farming two of the great parents 
of national consumption. This fact does 
av\iy \\xe peculiarity of one article in Ihis 
dehuttion: . The other two, capiial and 
things usually estemerl\ belong equally to | 
inaiiuLctuic;^ Slid commerce. Tins deflni-T 


tion then, f ill n(;t agree with the general 
clue of (he masoning tha9 depredates conw 
merce and maiifcfacture, . " 

The same gcniieman says, Gold and 
silver are undoubtedly wealth? yet they aro 
but a small portion of what has properly a 
claim to that title ; and a tialion which has 
abundance of gold and silver, is in faef/ not 
richer tliarr if it had noncr It has paid an* 
^qual value of some other wealth for them, 
p. 20.** There is much truth here, but it 
should be W'ell (discriminated. Gold and sil- 
ver are expressly admitted to be wealth ; but 
then, it is adUcQ, that a nation is not^ the 
I idler for them. Is a man richer for having 
a grainery full of corn, far exceeding his owm 
cotibuyUption I Why is he richer ? Because, 
he bastthat wliPcIi will purcl^tsc every ShingJ. 
else. Then money is wealth for the same 
reason ; and still more so wdth a nation,i«for 
foreigners will take your money, though not 
your paper, or corn. 

The great importance of money would, 
perhaps, in no other circumstance be better 
understood, than by clearly analysing ano- 
tiier observation of this writer, w'herein he 
attributes alf our wealth and greatness to the 
establishment of manufacturers as a distinct 
class, p. 24. 

It would, however, lead me too far to give 
this, but if you reflect upon it,’ you will pre- 
sently convince yourself that this step in the 
naiiuiitil progre.ss depended absolutely on 
money, and could not have been taken with- 
out it. • • 

But, Sir,, it isttime to come to facta, anct 
experience; are there no facts to which wo 
can refer? Has the progress’ of our com- 
merce been so regular as not to afford some 
better data, than reasoning and suppo-sition } 

I tl\ink a period may be found, in which a 
great decline in the exports and the imports 
of the kingdom did c^cur; and it^ seems . 
more satistactory to examine what w^ere the 
consequences, than by any train of logical 
reasoning, to justify so enormous a para* 
dox as the idea that we could now lose all 
our exports and impotts wiih so small an in- 
pohv6nt«qce as you and Mr. Spence seem, in 
e jf^asure, lo suppose. Such a period did 
occur; and it has occurred but once, from 
1^8 to 1806. Through that loig^ period 
the rue of export, and import, was gradual 
and almost regular, except during the Ame- 
rican war. The exports then fell about dlia 
fourth, and it well deserves Mr. Spehce*.s*at- 
tentioh (for it is the circumstance to which 
he attaches the cure of the malady) that the. 
imports fell nearly in ah equal degree. Hera 
then w'os a great experiment, and'W'e have 
only to eiiamm^ the result, in order to un 
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derided how It U safe to nst to 'lexical tells us ipay be rendered harmless* But^ 
reasoning In questions of pc|lit|:al cecononiy. fiirbid it policy, that it shooM ever come 

I was a farmer through t}\e whole of the again to my table! A few circumstances will 

American w^r, and long before ^it 3 and e&- giye an idea bf dj^tress well worth the atten- 

ptrienced evi Is. qf a very diSbrent complex- tibn of poliiicta^is. X^ie price of corn was 

icAi from any Mr. Spehce supposes ; it was ruinously loW, 

but a taste of tne dish which this gentleman 

Wheat. Rye. Barley. Oats. Beans/ 

I 

1778 4 9| 3 4j 2 lOl 3 ‘ 3f 

1777 5 8J 3 6 2 Hi » ^ 

1778 5 3 3 a| 2 10 lOi 3 5| ' 

W9 4 2i 2 n 2 5i p 3 0* 

i;%0 4 5| '2 , pj* 2 l| 7i 2 pj • 

Average 4 JOj 2i 2 6 i: Pi | 8 2i 

* fhe prodaSts of grass were equally de should according to Mr. Spence’s principles 
pressed. have proved an immediate remedy : but no 

Combing Wool per tod of 28lb. suqb n^atterj not the smallest effect to lessen 

s. d, the distress so universal in the agriculture of 

1778 . - - r 14 <5 the kingdom. The decline in commerce 

1779 - - - 13 6 and manu^ctures had an mmediate effect in 

1 780 - - - 1 1 () lowering prices, which could not be felt 

• 178 I - - - 10 6 • months by any class in the state without les'* « 

1782 - - . - 10 O sening the consumption of fabrics — a reac- 

1783 - - - 14 Of tion which again played back on the farmer, 

from 30 to 40 per cent. lowerMhan for 40 till the effect became a system of vibrations 

years preceding J. Many farmers had 3, 4, of saving from incapacity to consume. TJiere 

and .some even 5 )rears wool on hand — and was no visible or knowm transfer in consiimp- 

^ the stock became so great as to keep down tioa stated by Mr. Spence : the money or 

the prices several years after the cause had value before employed on foreign superBui- 

ceased to operate, thanks to the aWminabje ties, was not transferred to different objects 

police of our w^oljaws. The difficulty of madeathomdj lyt the power, the <heans 

getting rid of any live stock was great. The of consuming fell. Cbiu, cattle, and wool 
farmers wave in such distress that labourers sunk in price, and the landlord instead of 
could find but a very partial eniployment, j-ent from inatyr tenants, saw entries of ar- 
and numbers fell a burthen to the parishes. rears; the labourer idle, or working foriow 
All lands not underlet before, sunk in rent pay ; the* farmer with Rih products unsold; 
eonsiderably : an intimate friend of mine and the landlord with tax bills and arrears, 
was obliged either to reduce a farm from were all people who would hare spurned at 
^500 a year to ^£*350, or suffer arrears to the visions of comfort, had they been held 
that amount ; be •preferred the former, forth in advice to transfer consumption from 
Every species of improvement was arrested ; one object to another ; Mr. Politician, u e 
not a shilling spent that could possibly be spend all we reedae i what would you have 
'Saved. No wonder Aat the price of the morc^ 

soli itself should be equally affected. Laud If die declUie of one-fourth of our e$*port 
fell from 30 to 20 years purchase ; some was trade (though accompanied by. Mr. Spence's 

to my knowladge sold at IQ. * remedy of a declinh in the imports aUo) bad 

If it be asked what occasioned so many such an effect as every old man now Jiving 
circumstances marking distre.ss, that admit- experienced in the American war, wb.^ 
ted not fit’- a doubt ; 1 can only reply, that should W'e have tb expect at present froiuiihpe^ «• 
ever/ well informed man at that tifbe in loss of the whole I Far am I from axsserting 
tljc kingdom, attributed it to the decline of that ftiin must be the consequence; but, 
m4nuf:u;tures and foreign commerce. Our thus much I may venture to assert, that it 
export trade did sot sink more than one- not a speculation to be treated lightly, or 
fourth of the total ; and this w'as attended contemplated with the complacence of peli- 
by A corre.sponding fell in the imports, which ical apathy; erroneous hope maylie as mis- 
— — — — chievoils as undue fear. 

* AnnaJs Vol. IV. p* agi, f Anuals Vol. An observation is however necessary here. 

IX p, 3:i2. do not co»Kei\ o that the fltcts slated raount 

; ib. p. 458. 
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to the least proof, that any naval war at pre- 
sent would be attended with such dn effect ; 
and this for reasons so obvious, that to en- 
large upon them would be useless. 

Before yourself, Sir, or^JVlr. Spence are 
ready to determine that the' annihilation of 
commerce would not be attended with ex* 
trembly pernicious cflects. Jet us examine 
what it amounts to. 

British produce and manufacture ex- 

ported in 

J8()4 - - ’-^40,349,642 

1805 - - - 41,068,042 

1806 - - - 43,242,176 

Of which, produce makes about 2 mil- 
lions'". 

Imports into Great Britain in 1806. 
jkoithcrn European produce -e£'4,-l3 1 ,754 
Southern European - - 2,6-12,740 

Ahierican and colonial - - 12,085,899 

Irish pioduce and manufactures 3,245,7-12 
British ti^»herics - - - 469,146 

^ Prize goods - - - 735,938 

Sundries - - . - 1,482,870 


thing of ini[brts, amounts ta the value of 
fifty millions it the lOwest/empJoys 12^000 
ships, and near *90,000 seamen. Werejt 
possible here to detail the innumerable links 
of this immC-nse chain, which ties togeth^ 
the roanuficlurci^ and cofcmcrce of tli* 
kingdom, ami animiites ifcfe exertion of 
every fanner in Britain, we sh'oiild think 
that man bold, and that poliuciau a daring 
o5e, who can speak lightly of such an anni- 
hilation, or can clream/jf rolling at pleasure, 
so mighty a tide into any new and imaginary 
channels. 

Add the exports and imports together, tite 
amount is ‘ 

I8O6 Exports - . - ^3,2/12,176 

Imports - - - 25,094,^89 

Clrina, wSre. 1804 - « 5,214,(1^1 

;j,550,b86 

The imports must include the 
payment of the seamen, but 
not in the exports; half tJie 
amount at ^50. - 2.250,000 


‘£xcliTsi%’e of East Indies t - 25,094,069 

I8O7. 


Imports from the East Indies'} 
anti China ill 1804 | j 


5,214,621 


British and foreign shipping employed in 
the trade of Great Britain in I8OO. 

Enl^td inwards. Ships, Tons. 
British - - i;2,il(5§ 1,482,412 

foreign II - - 3,792 612,800 

Tuns of Shipping belonging to the Ports 
of the British Empire. ^ 

1794 - # - 1,^89,753 

lb04 - - 2,208,570^ 

I8O6 Exported e.xclusive of pro- 
duce - - - 41,242,176 

Re exportation of import- 
ed commodities - 9, 1 24,479 , 


50,366,655 


The exportation trade or foreign tfeni'* 
mercc of the kingdom, without saying any 


* See. the account ordered to be printed 
' b^t^ie House of Commons, April fi, I807., 
'f'^GCouftt ordered to be printed April S, 

1807- « 

+ Ordered to be printecl April 18, IS06. 

II Navigated by 88,963 seamen. 

§ Account ordered to be primed April P, 
^1 Accoui^ ordered to be printed April I A, ' 
1864. 

Fapr r ordered to be printed the IS 

April,. IfctOO. 


^ 75,800.886 

^’10 per tori, estimited to last 
12 years ^\l,235,.343. We 
know not the proportion em- 
ployed by foreign trade, if 
halfi it will be - - 617,6/1 

76,418,557 

It would demand too much time to carry 
the e.stimate as far as it woifid go, but whe- 
ther it be 70 millions or 80, the conclusions 
must be nearly the :>nmc. it may be useful 
to consider any sucli anifmnt in comparison 
with the grand and admitted basis of nation- 
al wealth, the product of the soil. Let im 
call tlve land rent 3.5 millions, and sn{ipos6 
h.ilf to be grass, and half arable: the pro- 
*duce of grass is usually Qslimated at double 
the rent, that of arable was formerJ}'^ sup- 
posed to be treble, but we will calculate at 
quadruple ; then the produce of the former 
will be «35 millions^ and of the latter 70, to- 
getlicr 105 f . The value imported and ex- 
ported with the additions nbpve noted, 
amount then *0 near three-foiuUis of the 
gross produce of llib soil of England : /S 
millions would be exactly so, and more 
than dopble the land rent of the kingdom 


* In so rough an estimate it is not ofeon-*^ 
sequence to be accuraie, a slight inspecUoii 
will shew the various items are omitted. 
1,482.412 tons of shipping at ' 

t ^I*he object before me is not an accurate 
estimate of products, but to accept one tiiat 
Inis been referred to by ether wriiera. 



307J ^ FEBRUARY 20, \^^ ^^Jgrlcuttui0^ T^amifactures, m ' ( 29 S 

Tlia immense ydcttiti: whm\ would be 
4he result of cutting off our foreign com- 
ni^ce, Mr. Spence fills b|r a dasTv of bis 


pen. , 

If Buona]>artg succeed in\lestroyingour 
e^^ort trade, our mipart trade njust fall with 
it; and ex^tcily ift proportion as the former 
sufiets, so Aiust the latter. It is this inevi- 
iiible loss of our import trade, which will 
supplj^ the remedy for any evils that may 
• aficcr our nianulhciuring class, dependent on 
our export commerce. When we can no 
longer obtain the conimocifties with which 
foreign nations have been wont to^supi^ly us, 

* we must necessarily seek for succedaueums 
at home, .p. 

- For instance, if the consumers of the 
airtieres which \#e import and sell at*home, 
to fifty millions, W'ere to resolve no longer 
to(»nsume them, is it not self-evident, that 
if they chose, they might take the place of 
our foreign customers, and purchase with 
the fifty millions ibas saved, the goods to 
the same amount which we now export ? 

p. 66/' • 

The theory of the case here si]j>posed (for 
purer theory never found its way into the 
}>ages of Utopia !) whatever ingenuity may 
be found in it, proceeds upon ideas more 
easy to trace on paper than to realise in prac- 
tice. The writer delivers it as if difficulties 
Were out of the question, difficulties, which, 
even upon his own principles, and granting 
his own facts, do not seem to be sufficiently 
considered ; he renlarCs, 

In what, then, can the iums above this 
amount, which .are spent by the numbers in 
this country, who have their ^1^10,000 and 
^'20,000 a year, be expended but in luxu- 
ries ? And, as from this consideration, it is 
plain, tliat the population of the manufac- 
turing class, at present occupied in providing 
necessaries, is fully equal to fabricate all 

• that are wanted of this description, it fol- 
lows, that the ndditionul population of this 

’ class, pan only be employed in the manufac- 
ture of new hi xnnes. p.3c).** 

It appears to me that Mr. Spence here an-' 
swers himself: he states truly that ihe de- 
mand for necessaries being supplied, our 
manufacturers could only be employed in 
providing' gew luxuries, but by whom are 
tliese new luxuries to be demanded ? iFivi- 
dentlyfiy those who have saved the amount 
of om* imports, that is to say, those who have 
' dranlf foreign winesj and ten, and consumed 
•sugar find spices, may instead thereof' con- 
sume finer cloth, carpets, hats, sticks, and 
gloves. See. Uid the higher classes ce^se to 
consume foreign wines, tea, sugdr, and spice 
in ffie American war } Without doubt they 


copsomed on the average proportionably to 
their receipts of income ; when arrears took 
tlie place of rent they ate and drank less, hut 
did not transfer tlieir consumption of coin- ' 
modities which they waited, to more doth 
and* kettles, and beef which they did not 
want. Nor could they have done it for a 
very plain reason ; the lessened consump- 
tion followed the decline of income, which 
left: them nothing to transfer. Mr. Spence 
ought to admit the justness of this remark, 
as lie has wjth much truth observed on Mie 
mischief which would follow landlords hoard- 
ing instead of consuming. 

Let us suppose, that, patriotically in- 
duced by this reflection, they resdved not to- 
spend, but to save the £ J ,(X)0,000 which 
their revenue amounted to. Is it not self 
evident, that all those members of the manu- 
facturing and unproductive classes, who had, 
directly, or indirectly, been accustomed to 
draw the revenue destined for their subsist- 
ence, from the expenditure of this hiun, 
would have their power of consuming .th^ 
produce of the earth diminished by the whole 
amount of this ^"1,000,000 ? And if so, ic 
follows that they would be obliged to use 
food, both less in quantity, and deteriorated in 
quality. The farmer consequently, covAd 
not sell so much of his produce, nor at so 
good a price as before, find thus he wouUH)e 
incapable of paying the rent, which he had 
been accustomed to pay, and, in the ^d, 
the kind proprietor •would be as much in- 
jured by this saving scheme, as any of the 
other classes of society, p. 3*1.” 

It is rather surprising that a writer of Mr. 
Spence'.s abilities^ while sp judicious a re- 
fiection passed in his mind, should not sihs 
how directly applicable it is against his own 
system. If laiullords by hoarding or with- 
drawing from circulation, would thus injure 
manufaoturers, and by consequence farmers 
and* themselves, if by thus persisting in sa- 
ving tor five years, they would, as Mr. 
Spence in another place observes, have 
income at all, dees it not by fair parity of 
reasoning follow, that with drawing a large 
portion of commercial profit and circulation, 
would be attended with similar efiects ? The 
deduction is direct and decisive : the incon- 
veniences would be flu* same j the stagnafi 
similar; and consumpiion lessened in pio- 
portion » the amount withdrawn. This I 
conceive is one of the weakest links in tho 
chain of his argument; tho stagnation re- 
snjtiiig^frdm a decline of commerce is a ],ri* 
vation of income; consumption stagra^ea 
with income ; and the first notice which the 
landlords 'would receive of'a neccsshy of' 
transferring thoir consumption J^r^m fo- 
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reign (o domestic conbmoditieSf would be tliem^ mighctiecoihe much wiser and con* 
ihe decline of their own income9>>^being an sume other cciiin|ti^jtie8 w^ich'they neither 
inability to consume any thing in proportion want, nor ddiim. Sncb peculations, may 
to the amount of such declension. The loss shew, and have^hewn, what great talents 
is first felt, by merchants ahd master manu* can effect iq, confounding in minds of 
factvrers; it descendsthrough all the classes readers that have been icdkj.ng pros^ all th^.r 
employed by them. The farmer is n6xt /ive> t^if/iozi/riiff62£^f;7^r it, the plainest dictafes 

affected; then all the labourers in husband- of common sense. But sucli a^play of parts 

ry; then landlords, and eveiy class in the may be clawed with panegyrics on folly /or a. 
stale who are benefited by their expenditilre ; fever. 

and in this progress of degradation the rami- But, 1 beg leave to take another me*asure 
hcations on every side spread through a of thii object, whioii a remark of your’s, 
thousand different professions and employ- Sir, brings to rn/mind. ** In no one year 

ments, with* an unceasing reaction. In such of the late scarcity, the corn imported from, 

a slate of things, to suppose that any of all the foreign nations put together, was 

these classes can make a pause for consider- more than enough to supply opr wauls for 
alien, and determine before hand to transfer one week/* (VoL XIL p. 905 .) 
their consumption from one object to ano- Now^ this is so far from being accurate, 
ther, is an idle delusion. Every man con- that the error is enormous. • imports' of 
tiniies his aGCUStomed consumption till his wheat and flour (reduced to quarters) in 
income lessens, and the only change that 1800 was 1,384,345 quarters. Jo 1801? it 
takes place is his expenditure lessening writh was 1, 4^4,5 18 quarters. Of the lOJ mil- 
hk income. We have experienced the ef- lious^ of our population, there may be 7 
fectsof exports and imfiorts, lessening one that Veed on wheat; however, instead of 7 
fourth, what then would be the effect of their call the consumption of wheat 8 millions * 
annihilation altogether. If the gross pro- cffqrs. then at a/^// in the last 
duce of cultivation be stated at 105 millions, of those yeirs, 1,4(14,000 persons lived on 
and the gross amount of manufacture and foreign corn ; or a mean between one fifth, 
commerce as far as foreigners are concerned and one sixth of the total The weekly 
al fd millions; it will surely appear a para- consumption is 153,846 qrs.and consequent- 
dox well calculated to- make a plain man ly, we imported for above 9 weeks consump- 
stare, jto hear it asserted that 76 millions tton, at the average ratio tonsuming. But 
might be withdrawn from, or transferred in with w'beat at per qr. w'e may easily 
such circulation of 181 millions, and that so suppose that our import fed the nation du- 
littlemischiefwoul4 be the result that friends ring II or 12' weeks; to the great disgrace 
to their country could view the operation of the political system of this country f- 

without alarm. And 1 should conceive that But let me further examine our jmporta- 
tbe amazement of such a pla^'n understanding tions. From 1 7&I to 1 806 there Imve been 
would be increased, when the explanation is imported 12,220,219 qrs. of wheat, and on 
given — that those who drink tea Hnight sub- an average of the 26 years 413,000 qrs. per 
stitute sage or balm; that those who drink annum. These gentlemen might therefore, 
wine might drink water ; that tobacco be- be 'lold that the manufacturers for exporta* 
ing a vile weed men might leave off smoakc tion have beeiv fed by foreign trade, Mr. 
ing ; in a word, that those who ccfhsum'e 

commodities because they want and desire ^ At a qr. pet head per ann. 


t C^orn Imported in I8O6. 

Species. Quantity. At per Quarter.j Value, 

Q. B. s. ’d. c£‘. 8. d. 

parley. 3385 5 38 6 10,367 6 3 

. 3406 3 43 9 7451 8 9 

Oats... 510,242 3 23^ 8 65-1,811 8 10 

Pease,. J5^i4 4 43 6 3294 0^9 

Bye... 829 5 47 4 . 1963 3 10- 

Whifat. 1,506,986 - 79 Cf 5,932,3^ 14 o 

Total..; : v.j 2,028,3^" 4 6,630,482 2 3 


. nianyr^ectlons' doth Such a tabje suggest! Look at the countries fU’oufid the 
Baltic.-^LoQk at the wastes of Britain, an^ draw the conclusion. 
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Spence contends that thefr ntnjfber certainly 
is not fnore than dOO^OOPi pronbiy not more 
than <00,000. Now 413>^0(7are fed with 
wfteat imported, and the import of oats feeds 
a great number of other manufacturers, who 
idhst consequently be working for home 
consumption, do noi,^ tJtbrefore, only 
feedjourseluoSt hut we cloaih and supply you 
•with a large portion, of your necessary fa^ 
hrics^ ‘where is this transmutation of British 
corn into manufttciures for exportation ? If 
it be a transmutation, ft transmuting the 
corn brought from Prussia and Poland by 
foreign commerce: you are* so unahJe to feed 
us, that you do not feed yourselves tcUhout 
our assistance. Our demand for the products 
' ®/* grass w so great, that if you supply it we 
' ^ otli^s for corn, not onlymto feed 

^ourselves, but a large portion of those who 
mqpufacture for your necessary consumption. 
Thus might the cl^iss employed on foreign 
supply retort on Mr. Spence. 

The principal consumpt'on of well paid 
manufacturers, so far as the landed interest 
is concerned, is in the products of grass 
land. * 

Beer is an article of consequence j bat of 
corn imported barlify is .but a trifle. 

If we are to lose our foreign trade we 
should' look for compensation, not in trans- 
ferred consumption, hut in raising at home 
the commodities hitherto imported : corn to 
(he amount of four millions sterling : 40 or 
.00,000 Ions of hemp and flax, aitd a long 
list of other articles, ^he production of which 
would c eate a great and pew circulation, 
however inferior it might be in amount to 
what we had lost. 

An observation might be made here in re- 
ply, but so obvious and superflcial, that I 
trust it would nor be urged by the gen’leman 
wliose performance excited tljese remjfrks. 
It may, however, be said - that if the m.mu- 
* facturers w'orking export be fed with lo- 
reign corn, stop the trade and the ronsiuiip- 
tion of English corn will at least remain the 
samfe, or,, rather be increased by the amount 
of the redviced consnn)|)tion of half a nuUton 
of amply fed workmen turned into parish 
paupers: and something ot 'this s&rt would 
be (be case, \vere it a question of mouths 
only, and not of - income. But, Sir, you 
. well kn<fw that all these combination^ and 
contj|6sts depend^, not on numbers but on in* 
coAe, that is, on consumption. Forty mil* 
lions storliug in ex))orted fabrics, are 
]:^r head 'per nnbdm (o ^^00,000 pcrsoivs em- 
ployed to prpduce tliem. Deduct tbe very 
small pioportion of inatcriaU in a really rau/ 
fitate,.-atid the. large renwinder will, when 
reckoned to every man, woman, uiid child. 


form an i^ome (above .£300 a yearto a fa* 
mily’bf five) in which the consnmptjon of 
ebrn win make but a paltry amount : at a 
quajrter of wheat per head, or 5 quarter^ It 
will be under sBm in above £300*. 

put I must confess. Sir, that I want faith, 
in the power of Buonaparte to hedge in the 
cuckoo, as stopping trade has been called — 
nor, do I believe, that were America to join 
him, onr trade would .suffer in any degree 
that would necessitate us to make an inglo- 
rious or dangerous peace. If those manu- 
facturers who have been consumj&rs, nof ot 
onr own, but of foreign corn, should become 
clamourous for peace, they will take the sure 
means to render a sate one Impossible; and 
were they to be listened to by government 
in the conclusion of it, we should have far 
more reason to deprecate and condemn the 
commercial system, than ever the writings 
of Mr. Spence are likely to produce. What- 
ever tbe evils resulting from a loss of trade 
may prove— we must manfully resolve to 
bear them: but let not the people^ be de- 
ceived into the expectation (bat they would 
be light : they would be heavy enough ; and 
disappointed hope ought not to be added to 
the burthen. 

It would take too much time to expati^ite 
on tbe folly and madness of that polfcy, 
which has during years given to foreign- 
ers so much of the benefit from our manu- 
factures and commerce, while our own land 
remains waste in space sufficient to produce 
ten times as much^: and restricting the im- 
mediate benefit to the products of grass 
Could we have imported milk and butter and 
mutton, our legtslaiive system would doubt- 
lifss have been Equally cjierted in giving to 
Germany and Poland that supply also, of our 
markets. A syitem so full of absurdity, and 
gross stupidity, that 1 cannot attribute the 
constant prosperity of this kingdom, in spite 
of such endeavours to counteract it, to any 
cause but the overflowing bounties of Divine 
Providence, which in favour of this happy 
country seems employed, not only in •the 
diftusihn of dtrect good; but to extract it 
even from the very evils brought on us by 
our own blind orrors, and misconduct. If 
sucJi a series of blessings as we have expe- 
rienced, hath no effect in turning the 
of the disobedient to the wdsdom of the just, 
we ha^e as much cause for fear as hitherto 
for thanksgiving. 

I luteiuled to have Irottbled you with 
some remarks, on the third great maiim«of 

■ i-i- .. 

* * I accept throughout this paper Mr, 
Spence’s data— but it miglueasily be .shewn 
"thill they demand much revision. 
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tiie n^ronoim.'ito*, that all taxes fall on land, has been tpnfcccnitcd tlie example and 

whVh I hold U> be as eironeons as th« icstj practice of jj many ages, was never,^at any 

and which you have very judiciously depait- period, so wellundoratoodor so scrupn]l(»us- 
rd from, Vol. XI 1. p. by representing ly acted upon, as at pre.scnt Reposing un-* 
than a. the fruit of Jaivl and larour. But Jer the shMier of equal Jaw* the ineaij^st 

l!)i.s Ictfi'r has been c\lcntlcd to sounfoic- subject is protected in bis ^possessions, which 

^e^ll aloi^glh, that I shrdl trespass no longer cannot be wiesled from liim, even by the 

f>n\our patience.— 1 hn VO the honour to be, legislature, without a full dnd adequate 

t>:r, yunr obedunt anti very humble servant, eqnivaJtnf. "I ho Fame salutary influence 

Arthur Young. *of legislative justice and legal protection, 
Jj. mf/WJ Ilfitlf 7 which guards ilie pj;operty of the individual • 

‘ ./<■//. 'i2, 1^0S. f from violation/ spj ends a shield over the 

property of the Diihllc, or of public bodies. 
iREtAyr) AS IT IS. 'i‘he prepetty of the clergy, any more titan 

rLndt'Xy Letter Ath. ^hat of the laity, cannot, consistently with 


Siu, — -The sccuii.iy of property is so 
ab'-olntcly Ci'Cnlial to the posses.sioii and 
matntenance of a free constitution, tliat. 
Without il, civil liberty and popular rights 
would he idle phantoms, existing only in 
name. A government, that could di.spo.so 
of the properly of its subjects at pleasure, 
w ould have nodiiliculty in establishing itself 
independent of every .«ipecies of control. 
Ar.tbority, without the means of supporting 
it, is dangerous jfndy to the posse.ssor ; and 
a constiluiion, that withholds the dominion 
over these means from the c'cccuiive power, 
b^st provides for the employment of them 
in tb(j promotion of public objects and 
national iuicMC.sts. It is to the spirited re- 
s' stance made, at all times, by our ance.stors, 
ag;-in'.t the arbitrary attempts of government 
to bivncV' iho security of private property, 
that wc are indebted forTbat system of civil 
righs and political freedom, which is so 
jijistlv the pride of this country, and .so uni- 
vci sally the envy of the bther nations t>f 
Em ope. Nay, the most essential part of 
our present fon.slitution, the greatcouncil of 
the nntion, originated with the Saxons, 
w'h.O'io property in their possessions was ab- 
solute and allodial, vcsied wholly in fhem- 
selveF., and thoroughly independant of the. 
paramount rights of any superior. The 
Nor;nans modified the right by an alteration 
of" the tenure. They .secured to (be indi- 
vidual his poscessioiis', but subjected them 
to (lie operation of p^iamouut rights and 
feudal conditions; yet, the property still 
remained, though in a qualified shape, 
•«^:»ranteed from invasion in any quarter, 
and crediting that spirit of indepeiidance, 
which, after many struggles. and ^various 
success, has at length terminated in the es- 
tablishment of the wisest system of civil 
gevernnient and municipal law, that ^ever 

existed in any nation. The security of 

property, therefore, is not more e.ssential to 
prwate happiness.lhaii to public rights, anc^ 
the principle of its legal inviolability, which 


! ibis principle, be ap])roa( hed, exivept under 
j the .»<anclion of an act of the legisl.iture, and 
I for a Just compensation. The right 5li« 

; clergy to their tythes is of common law 
I fouiidatioii, and consequently not to be af- 
I freted, so far as the pre.seiit possessors are 
concerned, in any oilier manner, than as 
any private property of an individual, which 
may be required for a public use, that is, 
vpon a tail* estimate of it.s value andean 
adequate ejuivalent. It is quire another 
que.stion, how far it may or may not be 
desirable, to continue the compensation to 
the succes.sors of the present incumbents, 
who have a property in possession in the re- 
venues of their benefices. To indemnify 
the latter would bo but an act uf justice; to 
continue the equivalent, in tlic same pro- 
portions, to the former, must be a quc'^tion 
to be determined by‘cot)sidcrations of ex- 
pediency. — Upon (he scoie of right, the 
clergy of Ireland have as good, a title to (heir 
tythes, as the land propi ietors have to their 
estates. But this right vests, absolutely, in 
the pre.sent incumbents alone. As no cler- 
gyman can look upcjn liim.self, as heir or 
successor to any benefice, during tlie in- 
cumbency of the present posse'^sor, no one 
can complain, if the legislature, in its justice 
and wisdom, should regulate the succession, 
in a manner most likely to promote (he, ge^ 
neral interests of thf5 chnrcli C'^tabUshment. 
But it may be said, that, thougI\ no indivi- 
duals hays a v^ted right to the succe.ssion, 
the right is .;t all times vested in the whole ’ 
body of the clergy, and that, therefore, any 
equivalent, which nnight, be givep to the 
pie.sqnt incumbent, ought to be conUnuetl 
to his successor, boep^ he must be one of 
that body, in which the right at all 
re.’»ides. In admitting the aggregate ri^ht, 
it is not nece.ssary, that we should subscribe 
to the individual advantage. If the title be 
in the whole body, and not in the single 
person, w^ho may be appointed to succeecf, 
it would follow^, that the benefit of the 



,^05] f’EB’RUARY 26, i608 ^0 


cession 9nght to he extended, m much ss 
possible, amongst \hc members pf the ag- 
gregjite*body. When a bene/ic! of two or- 
three thousand pounds per annum falls in, 
the{e can be nO doubt, that a pesson, emi- 
rcully qualified, cdidd be procured, to un- 
‘dertake the du!y,iwith a revenuef of fixe or 
seven* hundred pounds per annum ; and 
■there can be as little question, llmt the re- 
mainder of the revenue of such benefice 
.could be most advantageously employed, in 
adding to the amount oY' small livings 
under one hundred pounds per annum. Tliis, 
however, is not a subject fo be discussed 
* here, where the object is an iivquiry into 
the operat^ion and efiect of tythes, in Ireland, 
^nd to ascertain the amount of popular 
"urietvSiice, thatiarises from that cau^e. In 
this investigation, the consideration. of the 
siil^ect naturally divides itself into three 
distinct points of view, in which it will be 
necessary to regard the question of tythes j 
1st. the intrinsic oppression of tythes from 
their partial operation 5 2dly. the aggravat- 
ed ^oppression of tythes from the vexatious 
mode of collecting than and the exactionit 
of proctors and rytlie farmers f and 3 dly. 
tlie grievous cunsequcnces, that result to tlie 
nation from their inequality of pressure, and 
the discouragement of agriculture, ' that Is 
the consequence. But, before 1 proceed to 
examine either of these heads, 1 must an- 
ticipate an objection, which may be made, 
namely, that the property in lythes has 
been inalienably restt'd in the church, and 
is, therefore, not wilhinlhc operation of that 
right, w'hich the legislature constantly ex- 
ercises, of disposing of the property of any 
individual, vx hich may be necessary to the 
service of the slate, upon giving a fair 
equivalent. Tythes arc, in reality, a public 
property, assigned by the legislature to a 
particular body, as a remuneration for the 
performance of certain public services. The 
same authority, that conferred the properly, 
has the power of regulating or altering the 
services to be performed ; and it would be 
absurd to .suppose, that it had not an equal 
control over the terms of remuneralton. 

In fact, the parliament of Ireland* by abo- 
lishing tythes of agistment, first by an ar- 
bitrary vote of the house of commons^ and 
lastl3^by*the act of union, has clearly shewn, 
thj^^e clergymen hold their property,, in 
tyfbes, subject to the discretion and regula- 
tioli of the legislature. — lu order tolprta 
any adequate idea of the severity of tythes, 
under the first point of view, in which I 
propose to look at their operation^ it will 
be necessary to consider them in relatfon to 
Justice and (o expediency 3 4 hat is, as to 


iboir nggravaied pressure upon a small part 
of the surfaoe of the country, and as to ilie 
polity of leaving the particular classes, 
which, at present, bear most of the burthen, 
still liable to such* an incumbrance. The 
origin of tythes lies in those remote ages, 
wheit the produce of agriculture constimted 
the principal, if not the only, source 
national income. The provision, therefore, 
for a national clergy conJd not otherwise 
have been procured, than by subjecting (he 
profits of Ian-' to some charge for ftjeir snp^ 
port. As renU were then paid in kind, so 
also were ty this. Such was the* origin of 
the establisjiimfnr. Possibly the example of 
the jewi^h inytituiion might have influenced 
our ancestors, in regulating the rate of this 
charge ; and, though the divine right was 
never dreamed of, as is abundantly manifest 
from thesiUtice of ihego.spel, the practice 
of the primitive church, and the glaring dif^ 
ferenre between the jewish and Christian 
establi.sliments, it is yet natural (o suppose, 
that the pro|)ortion was adopted from ffte 
institutions of that nation Ihus did tythes 
originate, From ihe circunutances of the 
:imes and the rate of contribution, imposed 
jpon the only source of income then known* 
we may collect, that tythes were, in their 
first institulioH, intended to be a provisieti 
for the ministers of a national religion, pro-, 
portioned to the respectability of their si- 
tuations and to the extent and importance 
of the benefits, to be derived to society from 
their professional exertions and 'nstructSn , 
and that they were inlencled equally and im- 
partially to afi’ect all properly. A.? every 
individual in th^ community paiticipated in 
the services of«the cler^, 50 none could 
reasonably t)bject to contribute their full and 
fair proportion to their support. The in- 
dividual, who contributed, was amply re- 
quited in the pastoral attentions and spiritual 
cdjfication of the order he supported. This 
was ajl fair and justj both parties were 
punctual, and both were sati.sfied. The 
consideration followed the value, whicl^of 
course* must liiive preceded the considcra-» 
tion. The clergyman received, without de- 
duction, the portion allotted to him by the 
state, and the layman was easily reconciled 
to a sacrifice of a small portion of his tem- 
poral effects, to reward the services of tli c ^a ey* ^ 
whose duty it wm to watch over his eternal, 
intere^s. But how different must the case 
be in a country, where the great mass of 
the population is of a different persuasion 
from the clergy, for whose support tythes 
are levied 3 in which, neither the whole of 
I the property# nor the whole produce of th^ 
piand, is subjected to the charge > in which. 
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those who enjoy the advantage of the aer- 
, vices of the clergy, contribute but n very 
small portion of the public provision for the 
establishment, whilst the greatest portion of 
the burthen bears altog^her upon the poorer 
classes, who never derive any benefit at all 
from the establishment ? Here considera- 
tion must be raised as the value sinks. The 
spirit of mbnopoly and the daemon of bi- 
gotry may, and must, often go hand in 
hand, and unite to persecute, as well as to 
collect. ,The individual, who is assessed, 
looks upon it as a severity, to be compelled 
VO contribute, what produces him no cor- 
respondent advantage. His ingenuity is ex- 
erted to evade, his prejudices instigate him 
to defeat the claim, and every effort of 
fraud, artifice, and intimidation will, almost 
naturally, be essayed to render the charge 
upon'himself light, and to die clergyman un- 
productive. Alutual interest, the only sure 
basis of reci|)rocaI integrity in transactions, 
that regard property, cannot mediate, and 
the person, who is constrained to pay for 
what he does not, cannot, or will not, re- 
ceive, easily persuades himself of the pro- 
priety of endeavouring to reduce the con- 
sideration to the standard of the value. The 
clergyman procures his stipend witliout sa- 
tisfaction, and it is given with reluctance. 
'!!rtie people loudly murmur, whilst their 
turbulence and often outrageous conduct, 
become a source of general apprehension and 
universal complaint. All parties are dis- 
coi^tenled, and the hopeless evil, that gene- 
rates this extremi^ of 'dissatisfaction, and 
undermines the peace, good temper, and 
virtue of society, grows too inveterate to 
yield, but to the wisdom if legislative ih- 
tcrference. — Thitf short sketch ^ill be suf- 
ificient to convey some idea of the state of 
Ireland, as to tytlies and the oppression, 
arising from the intrinsic defects of the pre- 
sent system. The abolition of tythes ot 
agistment has narrowed their openiticfti, 
from extending over the whole surface of 
the country, to tliat limited portion of it, 
which is wrought \vith rai|jch labopr and 
heavy ex pence, in tlie various processes of 
agriculture, 1 mean tihage. The necessity 
of indemnifying tbemsel\*es for the defi- 
ciency df revenue, created by the exemp- 
Jpn of pasture and feeding grotnids from 
tlie operation of tythes, has constrained the 
clergy to raise their rates, upon ihe smali 
portion of land, th^t remains subject to their 
charges, infiottely higher, tlklu it would 
otherwise be desirable,’* or perhaps prudent, 
for them to attempt. And, as the rates are 
alwa)^^ regulated by the value of the parti- 
cular crop, and potatoes yidd a more pra-« 


fitable reibrn than any other species rf cul- 
ture, potatoes are consequently estimated 
higher inf the clergyman's bpok-^f ratq^, 
than any other crop. Thus the atfera^e 
charge for tythes of potatoes is fifteen shil- 
lings per ncre, for wlieat thirteen, torley 
thirteen, « here thirteen, oats eight,* and 
meadow land five. Th&e ^ sonie- 

times vajy considerably in different districts, 
but the variation is, as offen above,ods be- 
low, the averages here stated. Barley, for 
instance, and potatoes are often charged one 
guinea, and ohe guinea and a half, in parti- 
cular places, 4 >er acre. Such local exor- 
bitance, however, is only to be incidentally- 
noticed. The object of this paper is not to 
exaggerate grievances, but to collect unde?*^ 
niable data, and make them the fouxd^ion 
of general and indispotabie results, 
various averages above stated will givc^^one 
general average of eleven shillings per acre. < 
The amount of revenue of the Irish church 
establishment has usually been estimated at 
half a million annually ; but w’ithout im- 
puting any sinister motives to those, who 
estiniatc it at that Sum, and who take infinite 
pains to represent the Irish clergy, as in a 
State of comparative poverty, I must be al- 
lowed to carry my estimate of the annual 
amount of tythes much higher. I believe it 
to be little snort of one million, but I shall 
take it, for the sake of avoiding all possibility 
of cavil, at eight hundred and twenty thou- 
sand pounds. Now' by applying my general 
average charge per acii^ tp this sum, that is, 
by dividing this sum by eleven shillings, we 
shall find that the whole number of acres, 
liable to the charge, does not exceed fifteen 
hundred thousand, five hundred thousand of 
which are cultivated by the labouring poor, 
w'hich, at fifteen shillings per acre, pay to 
the establishment three hundred and seventy 
thousand pounds, being nearly oife half of 
its whole tevenue. Tlicre is but one other 
datum necessary, towards a clear conception 
df this question, in relation to the justice of - 
the case. The whole surface of Ireland is 
estimated at fifteen ipillions of acres. The 
follawing resqlts then follow obviously. One 
tenth of fthe .superficial contents of Ireland 
bears the wh^e weij^t of the tytlie establish- 
ment ; one third of that proportion, being 
one thirtieth of the whole, is charg^ with 
nearly one half of the whole tythe establish- 
ment; that proportion of tne popomien, 
which has nojpropetty, is compelled to pay to 
clergymen, ftotn whom they derives ;io ad- 
vantage, nearly one half of their whole pro- 
vision, levied off one thirtieth of the surface 
of Irelafidii wliiUt the remainder of the po- 
pulation of that country, pobsesaing ' the 
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Tvhde of the property in it, contr^qle little 
more than the other half of the^^ifllon for 
their ow^ercy, frorntwer(ty*mnptbirtiethf ^ 
of tife. Mper&ial contents of/ the country. 
Is it neoessatyto add another observation 
to prove the ifiiquity of suchr a* state of 
^hlogs ? Would it not be an insult to a man 
of common sense/to attempt to give a di- 
rection to his fbelings or bis indignatiOD, by 
any remarks, calculated to impress* the ex- 
))ediendy of some modification ? This state- 
ment speaks for itself, aty) requires not far- 
ther comment or illustration^I come now 
to consider the grievances, arising from the 
vexatious manner, in which tythes afb col- 
lected in Ireland, first pfemlstng/ that, in 
general, these vexations are not imputable 
Jo th^ clergy, for, if the real fact were 
IsnowD, it woulQ appear, that, so faf from 
gaining, they Iqse by most of those trans- 
actfiSns, which constitute the oppressions, 
of which so many, and so just complaints 
are made. The clergyman cannot manage 
his own concerns in t}'tbes, b^^use, in the 
event of litigation, he cannot be a witness 
in bis own cause, and a direct interference^ 
in such worldly transactions, wQ|Lild be de- 
rogatory from the character and sanctity of 
bis official functions. He is, therefore, 
both from feeling and from necessity, obliged 
to employ agents to manage his business, and 
it is, not unfreonently, the fault of his pa- 
rishioners, by their harrassing opposition to 
Ids interests, that he withdraws himself al- 
together from any concern with them, and 
lets the tythes of liTs benefice to a tytbe 
farmer; when a clergyman does not resort 
to this courscji he employs an agent, who is 
called a proctor, to superintend the admi- 
nistration of his temporal concerns in the 
parish, in the collection of tylhes and the 
adjustment of a composition for them. T^e 

S roctor is usually allowed ten per cent, by 
is employer, upon jhe gross income of the 
parish. If this were all, there would be 
no just ground of complai nt. B at the proc- 
tor,. not content with this allowance, levies 
an infinitely larger income from the pa 
risbtoners, under the head of lees. To give 
a clear view of this point, it will,be neevs- 
aary to state, briefly, the manner, in which 
the business of the composition for tythes 
is conflicted. In the spring of the year, the 
proctor and his assistants make a tour pf the 
paaMh, in order to estimate^ by inspection, 
tite growing hopes of the hastKiiKtinan*^s 
toll, The vdue, they set upon each parti- 
cular crop, is set down in a book, theblack 
register of their extortions j and t^e entries 
iXk thif. book govern their conduct, when 
they come to regulate thecon)posUioi]i in 


each, case. Before the harvest 

gathered in, a meeting of the parishioner^ 
is summoned *to attend the proctor, and of* 
ten the clergyman, for the purpose of tyth® 
letting. Each indivjdual agrees to a com* 
position for his own tythes, and, as a year's 
time is generally given fof the payment, he 
passes 3 promissory note for the amount, 
first paying the proctor his fees. 1 t should 
be ebservf^, however, that, wlien the owner 
of the crop refuses to agree to the compo- 
sition demanded, his tythes are sold to an- 
other person. There is no such practice, as 
setting out the tythe for the clergyman to 
draw it. If two or three, in a parish, were 
to give notice to that effect, , it would be 
considered a conspiracy against the clergy- 
man, and 'ample damages would be recover- 
able. The fees of the proctor, to which he 
can have no legal right, he being the ser- 
vant of the parson and sufficiently paid by 
his employer, amount to ten per cent, nomi- 
nally upon the composition; but infinitely 
exceed that sqm by means of his fraud and 
exactions. Every sum, under ten shillings, 
compounded for tythe, he charges as ten ; 
and every sum, over ten and under twenty, 
he charges as twenty, so that by rating all 
the intermediate sums, as the decimals next 
above them, and imposing a fee upon each, 
as for such decimal, he levies an exorbitant 
average of direct and compound per cen- 
tage, of not less than twenty per cent, upon 
the whole amount of the coinpusiton. The 
tytlie farmer also following up the principle, 
upon which be rent) a parish, disposes of the 
tythes to the highest biclier. In bis train 
are valuers, bidders, canters and process 
servers, and iRe whole tribe ef popular 
pests. TJ^e pActor strips, but the tythe 
farmer scourges his victims. Should the 
owner of the crop be disposed to compound 
for his tythes, at any reasonable rate, a bid- 
tier is at hand to enhance the price ; should 
he hesitate to raise his proposal to the ad- 
vanced oficr, a canter steps in, and inter- 
cepts the natural claim, which the cultivator 
has, to becoine^the purcliaser of the fruit# of 
his own industry. So that, whether com- 
pounding or not Qompoiinding, hetw'cen the 
bidders puffing, tlie canters unprincipled in- 
terference, and the exorbitance of the tythe 
fitrmer, the husbandman is sure to be tli e M- 
crifice. Whenever a pari.sh i.s let, by uS 
clerg}y3ian, to a tylbe farmer, he uniformly 
reserves the whole income, which he an- 
tecedently derived from it, deducting only 
tlus , allowance of ten per cent usually 
to proctors. In a parish, so circumstanced, 
the profits of tbte tythe farmer arise princi- 
pally from the plunder of; the people. The 
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clcrofvman continues to receive (he same or more expressive features. The characters 
anvniiit of income, bat his piv'ishiuners are are so legible and distitfct, that even be who 
subjected to contributions, connnensurafe runs, maf' read, and the most^a|^ient 
with the avarice and rapacity of hU repre- ghnee must iarry conviction )o any suscep- 

scrttiUsre', I be tythe fasmer. Twenty per tible mii^l am disposed^ to think, that 
cent, fall.s intinitejy short of (he anioiiiit ot even the deputation, from the self-conslitut- 
Jiuch exactions, u hich frorpienlly cejurrt, and ed Hiberi»ian*society, tlyngh wholly intent’ 
sometime^ exceed, tlic income reserved by upon schemes of evangelical* amelioration, 
tBe clergyman. It will be obvious from could ik^ have overlooked the evidence ’of 
lliis, that, at the v( ry lowest calcnl.uion, an temporal misery presented in every »tage of 
addition of one hlth Is thus made, to tlje their rapid progress through Ireland, it ia 

burthen i)f tythes, ikH fur the support of the true, these gentlefncn travelled with such 

clergy, but for the advantage f)f tho.se mis- velocity, and were so exclusively taken up 

cVe:nits, who so unfeelingly traftic upon the with the importance of their mission, that 

distresses of their native country. The evil, they may*not, possibly, have been as ob- ^ 
however, does not stop here. Nor content servant, as men, who should mix, considera- 
wiih the j|lluwanee maile by the clergyman, tions of sublunary comforts, with their viewx 
Cfjiial (o his proctor’s salary, and the amount for promoting the spiritual, welfarc^qf ^ 
of his exactions in the gro.ss. the tythe far- nation. Yet, if they did not resign them- 
mer swells the black list of his enormities, selves to actual slumbers, or toreliginu^e- 
by exacting the same amount of fees as the veries, the moment they entered the mail 
proctor. Enough has now been .stated to coach, which alone could have enabled them 
enable ftwy man of common sense, employ- to travel over so large a spacci in so short a 
fng ordy the most snpcrncial observation, to time, if their eyes were competent to the 
estimate the average of the aggregate and ordinary functions of organs of vision, or 
arbitrary contributions, wrung from the agri- Aeir minds susceptible of common inipfes- 
cuiture of the conntiy and the industry of sions, they fiiust have perceived enough to 
the poor^ by these \ilc agents of pcpular satisfy them of t lie practical misery of the 
grievances, the tythe farmers and proctors country, notwithstanding their spiritual pro- 
life allowance from the clergyman to his sertption of the great mass of its inhabitants, 
proctor is ten per cent., which, with twenty Of ail the publications upon the state of 
per cent., the estimated amount of his illegal Ireland, that I have seen, the report of a. 

' fees, gives him a revenue of thirty per cent, deputaiiun, from the Hibernian society, is 
iT[>on that proportion of the tythe establish- the most reprehensible and mischievous. It is 
meiK, which is managed by him. 'The from the firr.t to the last ^n uninteirupted 

tythe farmer, on tlfe other hand, has the ti.ssue of ignorance, presunaption, bigotry, 

Scime profits, tinder the same heads, with and inrolerauce. The individuals, who com- 
the addition of at least twentv per cent., thj posed that deputation, may be good and well 
lowest profit which lie can derive from his intentioned men, as well as the misguided 

farm in the tyihe^. Taking tha profits of members of the society, that deputed them 

the proctnr, therefore, at thirty percent., and to their mission. But, surely, the abstract 
those of the tythe farmer at fifty per cent., merit of good intention cannot sanctify the 
the aggregate of both is eighty, which gives actual violation of every principle of candor, 
a general average, upon all thetythes in the moderation, anddecenc}’. If this assuming ’ 
kingdom, of forty per cent., as the measure deputation had laid in their claim to ia- 
of iheir oppression. 'I his subject will ap- spiration, they might have some colour of 
pear with more cogeiuy by reducing these claim to the credit, which they confidently 
general statements to a dcfufite result in expect to be given to their report. But^ 
specific ‘sums. Thus an establishment of without the agency of the Divine Spirit, it 
eight hundred and twenty thousand pounds, is impo.ssit>]e, that if 'should be exempted 
at forty per cent., yields thrije hundred and from the application of those rules of ra* 
fifty thoasand pounds to proctors and tythe tional consideration, which decide ^on thq . 
Jasaiers; and, of this sum, *one hundred and merits of all human productions. *l%e de^ 
forty thousand pounds are paid by the labour- putatidh set out from Dublin on their 
ingcUftsc.^. It would be idle to weakeli this gress, on the thirty-first of last July* alJS. 

rrisf by superfluous declamation or argument, after visiting Kilkenny, Clonmel, Watei*^ . 

Jf tlie melancholy picture of popular suf- ford, Cork, Limerjck, Gort, Tuam> Ar- 

feri»g, exhibited in this detail, produce no magb, Dundalk, and Droghsld^ they, re- 

conviction of the magnitude of the grievance tnmed on the nineteenth of Aiigust to 

and the urgency of redress, no human co- Dublin, a fier having performed a journiey of ' 

louring cyn give it a more imposing form, | between night and nine hupdrW tpilps^ i®. 
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twenty days. It i^llisurely^ be bbvibtra to 
every uni^judiced mindi tKut^ in||o shbrf a 
time, and in tbe precipitancy orsuch a rapid 
transit thfougna^country, no idea could be 
formed of the exterity manners, stitl less of 
tbe itftcrual principles of a people which 
. . would warrant any pftrson, bavinga regard fur 
^ his character or for truth, in making guy po- 
sitive asyrtion upon the subject, even with- 
out committing the principles of a society, 

’ •pi'ofessing to have been iormed f<»r l^md 
Jde public purposes. In reality, ihe report 
apt)ears to have been drawn ui^with a view 
Xjf tbe objects of the society, but y^^ithout 
•any reference whatever to the actual state of 
r^ion in Ireland, and the mission of the 
.ib^}uiati 9 n was ad^ted purely as a sanction 
foists publication. Tbe fabricators of Ibis 
more than monkish document of religious 
excluSTon never once thought, th^t their 
production would be ever minutely exa- 
' mined, and trusted to the credulity of the 
British public, which swallows with avidity 
. every tale respecting Ireland, and to the 
habitual apathy of those, acquainted with 
the real state of that country.-^fiu^ the no- 
tice 1 have taken of this report, has diverted 
me, for the present, from the consideration of 
the grievous effects of the operation of tythes 
on the agriculture of Ireland. 1 could not> 
however, resist the impulse of indignation, 

I felt, at finding a few enthuslastb, daring 
' enough to put up a whole nation to the ban 
of sectarian interdiction^ The ofHciousness 
of these zealots wilf be productive of se- 
rious consequences, if not restraine<l by the 
timely interposition of some competent au- 
thority. The few observations, that I have 
made upon their presumptuous publication, 
will, I hojje, have the effect of inducing 
those, who may see (hem, to reflect, before 
^ they receive the ipse dixiis of a body, so 
constituted and conducted, as tbe criterion 
Of the religious state of a calumniated peo- 
ple, or a proof of the impartiality and jus- 
tifiable, zeal of an officious and intolerant 
communion of sectarists. ^ 1 shall take my 
leave of these .evangelising gentry, for the 
present, having already encroached too far 
upon your indulgence, but shall seize an- 
other opportunity, with your permission, 
after 1 shall have detailed the actual griev- 
>ances of Jr^hnd, to resume this subject, an 
order^ expose the absurdity, infatuation, 
nd dapgerqus tendency of the projects, and 
modes proposed for executing the projects, 
of this intemperate and intolerant society, 
and of their post 'travelling missionaries,—^ 

I am. Sir, lec,— V indsx.— Z ronefon, Ri. 

1808 . 


OFFICIAL PAPiUS. 

. Order in Council f refaiingh 

Portugal and the Br axils, dated Jan, 6^ 

1808. I 

At the Court at the Queen’s Palace, the 
(5th of January, 1808, present, the Kings 
Moss Excellent Majt-siy in Council.-—, 
Whereas it is expedient, in the prej^ent statA 
pfihe subjects of her Most Faithful Majesty, , 
and during tbe interruption in commercial 
correspondence between Great Britain and 
Portugal, that claints should be i^ermitted to 
be given foi* Portuguese property brqught in* 
and detained by his Majesty's ships of war 
and privateers ^ his Majesty is pleased, by 
and with the advice of his Privy Council, to 
order, and it is hereby ordered, that clalma 
for Portuguese property, given by persons 
duly authorised by the owners, or by the 
Consul, or other person authorised by the 
Portuguese Minister resident at this Court, 
shall be admitted in the High Court of Ad- 
miralty j and it is further ordered, that im* 
mediate restitution shall pass of all such pro- 
• perty as shall appear by the bills of lading or 
other documents found on board Portuguese 
ships, coming from Portuguese settlements 
to the ports of Portugal, to belong to her 
Most Faithful Majesty, or to any of her sub-^ 
jects residing at the date of this order, in the 
Brazils, or in any foreign settlement belong- 
ing to her crown, or in England, or in any 
country in amity with his Majesty, upon a 
general claim for eveij^such ship and goods^ 
given by the consul "under the authority 
aforesaid ; and it is further ordered, that the 
properly of the subjects of her Most Faith- 
ful Majesty, at th^datc of ibis order, resi- 
ding in Por;iigal either beJdhging to them 
separately, or jointly with subjects residing 
in (lie Brazils, or other places beforenien- 
tionecl, shall be pronounced to belong as 
clanned, upon a general claim given for tlie 
same; on board such Portuguese ships as 
aforesaiil ; and it is further ordered, that the 
property last-mentioned, as well as all 
other properly, ugder private claims already' 
given or to be given, and pronounced to be 
Portuguese property, and belonging to per- 
sons resident in Portugal at the date of this 
ordei\ shall remain subject to his Majesty’s 
further orders j and,sn the mean time, shall 
be put .into the joint custody of agents to be 
named onJbehalf of his Majesty, and on be- 
half of the Portuguese Minister resident at 
this court, or of any claimant j and that such 
parts thereof as are perishable, or which it* 
may be otherwise expedient to sell, sliall be 
sold by tbe aforesaid agents, under commis* 
siiMis to be issued by the High Court ot Ad* 
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mlralty, and the proceeds thereof deposited 
.in the said court ! — And the Right Honour- 
able theLordsCommissioners of his Majesty's 
Treasury^ his Majesty's Principal Secretaries 
of State, the Lords Obrnmissioners of the 
Admiralty, and the Judges of th^ High 
Court of Admiralty and Courts of Vice- Ad- 
xeiralty, are to take the necessary measures 
herein as to them shall respectively apper- 
tain^W. Fawkbnbr. 

. France. Commercial Decree, signed 

. Napoleon, and dated at the Thuilleries, 
Jan. 11, 1B08. 

Napoleon, &c. upon the report of our 
Minister of Finances, seeing our decrees of 
the 23d November and 11th December^ 
1807 \ with the concurrence of our Coun- 
cil of State we have decreed and do decree 
as follows: — Art. 1. When a vessel shall 
enter into a French port, or in that of a 
country occupied by our armies, any man of 
the crew, or a passenger, who shall declare 
to the principal of the Custom House, that 
the said ship comes from England or her co- 
lonies or countries occupied by English 
troops, or that it has been visited by an Eng- 
lish vessel, shall receive a third part of the 
produce of the net sale of the ship and cargo, 
if it is known that his declaration is exact. — 
Art. 2. The principal of the Custom House, 
who shall receive the declaration mentioned 
in the preceding article, shall, in conjunc- 
tipn witli the Commissary of Police, who 
shall be called on /or that purpose, and the 
tw'o principal custom house ofHcers of the 
port, shall cause each of the crew and pas- 
sengers to undergo, sepan.tel/, the intewo- 
gatory prescribecl: by (he setond aiticle of our 
decree of the 23d November, 180/. — Art. 
3. Any functionary or agent of government, 
who shall be convicted of having ^voiired 
the contravention of our decrees of the 23d 
of .November and 17th December, IS.07, 
shall be prosecuted in the criminal court of 
the department of the Seine, which shall be 
fqrmecl into a special tribunal for this pur- 
pose, and punished, if convicted, as ff guilty 
pf high treason. — Art* 4. Our ministers are 
charged, each in his respective department, 
with the execution of the present decree* 

Holland. — Decree against Sweden, signed 
. by the King of Holland, and date^ on the 
ISlhofJotnuary, 1808. 

Loura.Napoleon, by the grace of God 
and the constitution of the kingdom. King 
of Holland, and Constable of France.-— — 
Whereas w'e have received information that 
ihe orders adopted relative to the blockade 0/ 
the BrltlsU islands;^ have not been carried in- 


to^exe^ution with like /imejagainst Swedish- 
ships ; and whefeas this kingdom^ equally 
at war with Sweden and EngUnd, — ^We have 
decreed, and hereby decree^ atf follows t 
Art. 1. Every Swedish ship* which shall en- 
ter the pprtsi: of this lungdom shall be im.-» 
mediately seized,, and al^ all Swedish mer- 
chandize shall be confiscated.— II. All Swe- 
dish suBjects, who may have heretofore ex- 
ercised diplomatic functions wit&in our 
kingdom, or whq may have served as cori- 
suls or conlmorcial agents, and who still re- 
main in Hollapd, are rec^utred to leave the 
kingdom immediately upon tlie pubiicatloh. 
of this d^ree. — III. All other Swedish sub- 
jects who may be found in our ports, .or 
other parts of our kingdom, shall imttgiediate- 
ly bo arrested, and trenf^ as prisonerfof 
war. — IV, The measures at present in forCe 
for the blockade of the British isUr,ds,'%all, 
in like manner, and without exception, be 
made applicable to Sweden.— V. Our minis- 
ters of finance, justice, and police, are 
charged with the execution of the present 
^decree, which shall be proclaimed at all 
places wt)pre its publication may be neces- 
sary. 

Prussia.— D ec/orefiou against JE^nglandm 
Dated at Munich, Dec. 1, 18O7. 

The King being obliged, by the 27tb 
article of the treaty of peacf of Tilsit, con- 
cluded on the 9th of July, I8O7, to shut, 
without exception, Uic Prussian ports and 
states against the trade and navigation of 
England, as long as the present war lasted 
between England and France, his Majesty 
Itns not liesitnted to take progressively the 
mo.st appropriate measures to fulfil bis en- 

agements. In dii'ectiug these measures^ 

is Majesty did not dissemble the prejudice 
and loss which would result to the commerce 
of his dominions in general and that of his 
subjects, who, by a long series of misfor- 
tunes, have acquired new rights to his patera 
nal solicitude and benevolence ) but hU Ma« 
jesty yielded to the consolatory hope, that 
the mediation offered by Rossia to England, 
by accelerating the return of a definitive 
peace between Britain and France, would 
soon bring about an order of things nmre 
congenial to the particular interests of each 
poqjer,— The King has been deceived in bra 
yest expectation ; the events that hav^i|licn 
place since, and which are too wqll ki^wn 
to render it necessary to recapitulate them, 
&r from bringing the so much desired period 
of general peace nearer, haveoUly placed it 
at a greater distance.— All commuiiicac ion Is 
broken off between Russia and England. 
The declaration of his Majesty the Emperor 
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prove* thaf titete U nS ^ ^ 
weeo tKBte two.powers. HiePmssiraM*. 
iesty,* inMwItely connected by aU hi* rela- 
tion* with the cause and system of the conti- 
nental neighbouring and friendly powers, 
has no other rules <jf conduct thannns duties 
founded upon foe interests of his states, and 
the obligation contracted by a solemn treaty. 
—Conformably to these principles hi* Ma- 
lesty, setting aside those considerations 
which be bad hitherto resjfechjd, in the vain 
hope for a speedy general pacifiiation j 
and liaving refused, since- Ae mission of 
•Lord Hutchinson, to recwveat h» court anr 
English diplomatic agent, has just wdered 
hTs legation at London to quit England as 
a/possible, and teturn to theContiiient. 
—His Majesty the King of Prussia, in ma- 
fcinf^known the resolutions which his en- 
gagements and the interest of his monarchy 
impose upon him as a duty, declare* by the^ 
presents, that, till the restoration of a defini- 


PoUTWOAi..-*— Proe/oifialiwi . ^ thelfnqvtf 
titor Qtneml. Dated at Lnbon, .mdet'. 
thb .Seal e) the Holy Q|5S«. Dee. 7A, »$07. .. 
j>on Joseph Maria de Mello,. ritolar-. 
bishop of Algalva, irfquisitor-generd of thi* 
kingdom, member of her-raajesty’s council, 
and her confessor.— To all the feithftil of the 
holy church, health, peace, ^d the grace e£ 
our Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour aadOod. 

> ^The place of inquisitor general of this 

kingdom which. we occupy, unworthy of it 
afi we are \ the hoJy episcopal character with, 
which we are invested ; the exemplary seal 
with which the most eminent and tenerahle 
cardinal patriarch of Lisbon has just reconii'^ 
mended, with so touching an unction, in hta 
last pastoral letter, the preservation pf traa-» 
quillity, peace, and Christian oafon, neoes^ 
sary in all times, and above all in the pre- 
sent; all these considerations impose qpoa 
us the duty of concurring on our side, and as 
far as we can, in a salutary object, and with- 
out which we cannot hope for any happiness 
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sia and England.— F hbdeiuck William. 

PopTUGAL. Decree ly General Junot 

^for confiscating English properly.— Dee. 

4, l«07. ,, 

AH gqods, jewels, and silver, as well as 

moveable and landed property of any nature 
wliatsoever, belonging to any individual sub- 
ject to Great Britain, found in any territory 
of the Poviugncse donSinions, shall con- 
tiscated —All goods of British manufacture, 
of any kind wh^iuoever, shall be also confi|- 

cated It is Expressly ordained, that any 

person of whatever class, who shall have in 
his possession any sum or good.s belonging to 
subjects of Great Britain, shall appear and 
declare the same in the course of lluee days, 
kat the Secretary’s Office, M. Legoy, .appoint- 
. ed commissary cid interim, whose fesulence 
is ^ No. 10, opposite the Foimtain of the 
‘ lAoretto > ind in the interior parts ot Portu- 
gal tliese declarations are to be made before 
the magistrate of the place. — —A^ny person 
who shall not make a true and exact jleclara- 
tion, shall forfeit ten times the sum ot the 
object so declared, and,sUall receive brides 

corporal, punishment, if the object should 
* _'_iT nrvinMrfir whjcil 



per 

bgttftie or French merenanw, or tho^. of 
any diher nation, shall declared in tlw 
' saffie manner under the like penalties.—^ 
The administrator general of the nnpnces, 
and the regency council, are charged with 
the execution of decree. 


them to all the faithful of the holy churob, 
to the inhabitants of this city and kingdom, 
wc conjure them to be atlehtive and docifo 
to the wise and pacific instructions of tbeiv ■ 
venerable father and pastor, in a circutn^ 
stance which concerns their present fate and 
their eternal happiness. We can do nothing 
better than to recall to them the paternal ad- 
vice of that great prelate. Let tlicm conii- 
der the situation in wbicfr we are, the fa- 
vours which the Divine Goodnc.ss has heap- 
ed upon as, in the midst of our tribulations ; 
leUhem bless Ged in all things j let them 
adore with an hmiible and 4 'ontrite heart the 
immutable Becrees of Providence, and let 
them be grateful for the innumerable bene- 
fits we have received from his all-powerful 
hand.— Let us reckon amongst these signal 
bei\pfits, the peace and good order which 
have and do reign in this- king-tom since a 
great army .has come to our succour.— We 
are certain of our happiness if we knowhq^ 
to profii*byit—vfe enjoy equal security both 

ill onr hou-ses and out., I^et us not forget 

that wu owe these advantages to the zeal and 
activity of the general in chief who com- 
mands us, and wlipse virtues we have lon§_ 
known; that the army which is in the miufC 
of us is that of his Majesty the Emperor ot 
the Frctfcb and King of Italy, Napoleon-tha 
Great ; . that that Moqarch has bt*en sent by 
God to protect religion, and render peopln 
happy; that Iw will pour npwi us the 
sings of peafce, if we love each other wiih 
fraternal qharity— tbal by that means relU 
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gion aii^l its ministers will alwayi be respect- 
ed, arid that' m fine we shall ^njoy all ^orts 
of happiness if we shew' ourselves worthy of 
f\ich gr^at protection. is thus that we 
ought to coudnet ourselves to nccomplish 
faithfully the precepts of the l ord, wliQCom- 
inands us to obey power, not through fear, 
Silt through a duty of tnnscience. — Let us 
' incesSi'intly have before our eyes tlie touch- 
ing c«hortations which the venerable pastor 
of this cjty and diocese has addressed to his 
fiock, to unite them in Christian charity, and 
to , obtain peace and repose, of which we have 
$o nnich need; and because that object is of 
the greatest importance, even for the preser- 
vation of the purilv of our faith, we cpnjurc 
;t}l the deputies of the council genera! of in- 
ffuisition and other ministers of the holy of- 
fice, to unite their zeal to ours to maintain 
and consolidate the public tranquillity — We 
recommend it especially l » all the regulars in 
geheral, and to each in particular, to give, in 
£i)l circumstances, the example of perfect 
submission, as it become.s the ministers of a 
Cod of Peace, who offer daily the sacrifice 
of propitiation, and who ought to be models 
of evangelical perfection to the people.— 
We exhort them to recall without ceasing 
to the faithful their duties, and above all to 
infpress them with this truth, that there ne- 
ver can be too much peace and union. And 
in order that our letter may reach all the tri- 
bunals of inquisition in the kingdom, we 
bavg caused ft to be stuck up and published 
in the churches of 9ur dllitrict, in the accus- 
tomed form. 

Denmark. -Dispatcher published bpt 
Denmark, relivtivb T<f the Copkn- 

HAOEH Expedition. Published in 

January, ISOS. 

Extract of a Report from M, Rist , formerly 
( harge d' Affaires from Denmark to the* 
English Court, to the Mir^ister of State, 
Count Bernstcfff.^Ij}ndon, 2/th Sept, 
ISO7, 

f It Was probably to give more weight to 
those considerations, which* IVTr. CAning 
proposed to me, by reading to me yesterday 
hi^^firsf minute of the pioposition of the 
Court of London, that he thought it right to 
add 10 ? brief exposure of Jthe consequences 
**^Mnch ihreieflisal on our part to treat would 
be attended with. He then read to n^e the 
following five menaces.— ft containeil— 

1. The confiscation of a!l the vessels already 
detained) and yet to be detained. 2 The 
capture of our colonies. 3. The destruction 


I of our trade. 4. The ipossibility .of being 
obliged toi introduce, Swedish tr/iopjt into 
I Copenhagen. .* 5. The necessit^yvKich might 
j arise of rewarding and indemnifying his 
Swedish Majesty with the possession of Nor- 
way.— Mr. Canning judged it fit to leaitj our 
these menaces in the copy of the verbal note 
which he sent me. 

Exlratt of a Report from the Samf to the 
Satne. London, Oct. 2, 1807. 

‘ I thought Merry had taken his de- 
parture, when he called on me yesterday, 
and told me, iBat intelligence, received by 
govern men t, had retarded his departure, .and ‘ 
made Mr. Canning w'isli to see me once 
more before he dispatched him- 1 accord- * 
ingly i^'aited on thi minislffr, accoiniSaniefI 
by Mr. Merry. The object of the interview 
was to acquaint me that a nies^enger^tar- 
rived this morning, bp.d brought li»c confir- 
mation of the disposition of his Swedish 
Majesty to co-perate with his Britnnnic Ma* 
jesty for the common interest, in case that 
his assistance should be tvanted ; in other 
Words, that Swedisli troops were ready to 
replace thofie of the Engli.sh f^nvcrninent in 
Zealand, if the latter were obiigcil, on tic- . 
count of the capitulation, as another desti- 
nation, to evacuate that island. Mr. Can* 
nlng concluded by proposing to me to avail 
myself of the departure of Mr. Merry to 
press my Court to accede to an arrangement, 
the refusal of which would unavoidably be 
followed by the Swedish co-operation, and 
to represent to my Court tlie urgent neces- 
sity of coming speedily to some preliminary 
accommpdation. 

Letter from Count Bernstorff, Danish Mi- 
nister for Foreign 4ff^^^Sf Baron //'W- 

terstedt, First Secretary of the Cabinet of 

his Swedish Majesty Kiel, Oct. 17th, 

I8O7. 

Permit me, sir, to apply direct to yon, to 
require of you oiticially an explanation, 
which it is important for iny Court to obtain 
in an authentic manner. The English go- 
vernment thought pro!t)er to make a propo- 
sitioD) founded In part on the threat of a 
co-operation of Sweden in the hostile mea- 
sures of Great Britain against Denmark. 
The eabinet of London dares to ass^t, iha): 
his SWedish Majesty has ofifered to cause the 
Engltsn troops in Zealand to be replaced^ 
part of bis own troops, in case that the foN 
mer should be obliged to e^cuate tb*at 
island. 

To le continued. • 


IVkited by Coi and’Eaylis, No. Great Queen $freer, and publiehed.by R. Bagfthaw, Biydges Street, 
guvem Garden^ where foinisr NumWet zany be hid ; told ilso by J, fiudd, Crown and I^iuey RalMtietl 
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The gentleman appears to be so cotnpletely absorbed in the contemplation of the sins of England, that he 
“ has 'not a moment's leisure to notice any one of the numerous enormities of France."— Am eri^ aw 
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TO 

william ROSCIDE, Esq. 

Letter 

• SlR> • 

Before I enter npon the mat- 
ter proposed to be treated of in this letter, 
•me me leave tp request your attention to 
Jtne letter of a correspondent, which I shall 
ins^t by way of postscript to this, and in 
which', as you will perceive, the ** incident” 
of the assassin isreg.irded as an invention of 
Mr. Fox himself. I do not say, that I adopt 
the opinion of my correspondent; yet, I 
must confess, that he has staggered me ; 
and* however reluctant my readers may b^ 
to acknowledge an English statesman to have 
beej^uilly of such an act of meanness, they 
will, doubtless, be more reluctant to shut 
their ears against the truth. The matter 
ought to be cleared up. It was strange, that 
tlje assassin should be taken to Mr. Fox*s 
house ,* that he should not have been talked 
with in the presence of any third person ; 
that police-officers,* and not king’s messen- 
gers, should Lave to dc.il with hjm ; that 
there should have been no talk about the 
matter, at the tilnC when he arrived, or when 
he was sent away; and, that iLe w'hole 
should remain a profound and impenetrable 
secret, ’till the very moment that the nego- 
ciation papers were laid before parliament. I 
should like to have this matter inquired into. 
The messenger, or * police-ofiicer, who 
brought the as.^assin up from Gravesend, 
and who took him to and from Mr. Fox, 
will be able to say that he did it. Some of 
(he police-magistrates will be able to say, 
that they committed the man to prison ; or, 
at least, the jailor will be able to produce 
some record of the receipt and delivery of 
this famous person. Some inquiry of this 
sort is nedfessary, not only to the vindication 
f conduct of Mr. Fox, but also to fliat 
of tiecharacter of the English government ; 
for, what can be more injurious to that cha- 
racter, than the supposition, that the mini . 
ter for foreign aftairs, by collusion with his 
colleagues, had recourse to such a stratagem 
tor the purpose of opening the way to a ne- 
gociatiou with the enemy ? Pray, Sir, think. 
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of this ; and, be assured, that, until the mat-» 
ter be cleared up, there will generally prevail 
most serious doubts, not as to whether there 
was any reality in the plot at Passy, but, as 
to w Iiether the honour of the invention be- 
longs to the late ministry, or to Mr. Talley- 
rand; for, as to its being an invention, by 
one or the other, there is no doubt at all. 
This is a subject, which, in all likelihood, 
would never have been agitated, had it not 
been for your meddling indiscretion ; and, 
therefore, upon you it devolves as a duty to 
clear the matter up, so as to remove the im- 
pression which your revival of it has pro- 
duced. 

Now for the remainder of your pamphlet. 
In de.scribing the events of the last continen- 
tal war, you have occasion again to speak of 
the conduct of Prussia, and you call her ta- 
king possession of Hanover ** an indecent 
seizure but, we never hear, you talk of 
any act of indecency committed by France, 
though you had before spoken of the cp* 
sinn"' of that electorite to^Prussia by France. 
How could it be an " indecent seizure," if 
it was a cession ?" All, however, are cri - 
migial in your eyfes, except Napoleon. If 
he put u king in^posse^sio^ of an electorate, 
the act is ^ a cession," on his part, in vir- 
tue of his a.s conqueror; bnt, on 

the part of the power w'lio receives it from 
Wm, if that powder fall under his displeasure, 
the;act of receiving is ‘^an indecent seizure.” 
Well might you, in your preface, make an 
I attempt to waid off the charge of partiality 
for France. • 

HaviiTg brougfit us down to the treaty of 
Tilsit yoU say : of, the part which Great 

Britain acted in this dreadful struggle, it 
** is not necessary to say much. The inef* 
ficiency of that janion between her and 
** Russia, which had been so triumphantly^ “ 
dwelt upon, as likely to restrain, or over- 
** turn Ae power of France, soon oecarne 
** manifest." And then yon proceed to 
state, that we were utterly unable to send a. 
single man to assist her. or to make any di- 
version in her favour. Upon this latter point 
there arc two opitiious; and, yon will • 
that the Emperor of llussia, that 
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mous Autocrat, whose offer of^ mediation 
you choose to i*egard as sincere and .equita- 
ble, «has declared to the world, that your 
friends, the late ministers, might have sent 
kirn men and money and have made diver- 
aio'ns^in his favour. I, for my part, am of a 
coi^rary opinion ; and, if I blame them at 
sill for their conduct in that war, it was for 
sending money to Prussia, and for attempt- 
ing a divcrsi 9 ii in Egypt. But, who was it, 
that d>frelt so triumphantly’* upon the 
uttion of England and Russia ? Not I. Not 
the nationi who never expected any good 
from it. Not the then opposi^n ; because, 
whatever they might think, tl^ would take 
excellent care to say nothing, that might run 
the risk of implying approbation of the con- 
duct of their rivals for power and profit. 
Who was it, then ? Why, the late ministers; 
those men, for whom, upon every occasion 
that offered, during your short-lived senator- 
ship, you voted. It was they who triumph- 
ed ; and you. Sir, were one of those, who, 
tacitly, at least, joined in the triumph, while 
1 was using the utmost of my endeavours to 
guard the nation against being deceived by 
the hopes and expectations, which you held 
forth, as the consequence of the union, of 
which, now that it has failed, you stand for- 
ward to speak so contemptuously. I thought, 
tliat the union was a wild project; 1 thought, 
that the states against ^ich France was 
drawing the sword, were rotten to the core ; 1 
thdhghr, tliat there was ft moral cause, more 
owerful than herjfrms, working for France; 
thought, that Napoleon would reach 
Petersburgh by May day, ’’^unless the Em- 
peror submitted to his ten^s of peace. All 
this I thought ; but, all this I said, even be- 
fore the French troops began their march 
against Russia; and, if you had thought the 
aime; or if you had anticipated the conse- 
€;uences of the union, at which you now 
Jangh, why did you not say so, at the time 
and in the place, when and where your opi- 
nions might have been adopted by others ? A 
person, not then in parliament, m;^, with 
perfect consistency now, for the first lime, 
express his disapprob^ion of the refusal of 
tbe terms of France in 1806, and tell us to 
look at the consequences of that refusal, 
"Connected as it was with a new coalition 
project; but you, who were then in parlia- 
ment, who said not one word iu the way of 
disapprobation of the rupture of the negocia- 
tion or of the forming of the new coalition, 
stand now self*accused of a want either of 
spirit or of principle. 

■ The Danish Expedition is a most copious 
topic with you, as, indeed, might have been 
expected f and; to say tkt truth, if you hare 


Letter to TVhi, Roscoe, Esq. [334 

failed in making your readers believe, that it 
was marked with every eliaracter o^rocity, 
the fault is not in your want of gpdiu will to 
that purpose. According to the Danes 
have, all ajong, observed {a wise and tempe- 
rate policy (noS excepting their league with 
Russia and Sweden in 1801) ; they have 
maintained a firm and undeviating indepenr 
.dence; neither influenced by intrigues nor 
intimidated by threats (not excepting the 
plea which they made of the threats of Rus- 
sia for entering hito the coalition of 1801) ; 
they were, indeed, naturally devoted to 
our interests.** These are falsehoods so no- 
torious, tliat one is surprised how you could 
have expected them to pass for truths 
amon^t any portion of even the le^t in-. 
formM of the peopk of ^England. Tla; 
Danes themselves acknowledged, nay, they 
pleaded in justification of their ccnduct^^iii 
ISO], when they joined in a coalition to 
compel England to give up the exercise of 
the right of search, that they were unable to 
resist the commands of Russia ; and they 
Lave since acknowledged, that they withdrew 
their troops from the frontiers of Holstein 
upon the threats of France ; and, with these 
facts, so well proved, so completely iiflde- 
nied, you cooly assert, that they have unde- 
viatingly preserved a dignified independence, 
unmoved alike by blandishments and by 
threats. With a like adherence to truth yob 
proceed through a detail of the several cir- 
cumstances of the expedition, the merits of 
which having been so amply discussed al- 
ready, shall now be passed over. But, there 
is one passage in this part of your pamphlet, 
which deserves particular attention. In speak- 
ing of the doctrines, which have been held, 
upon this occasion, you tell your readers, 
that a reverend divine has lately asserted, 
from the pulpit, in the face of a learned uni- 
versity, that the nations of the earth have, 
no laws in common, and that, where 
there is no law, there can be no transgres- 
sion. That they are to be considerjed as 
so many wild bea^sts, and that the strongs 
est, when it has the power, has also the 
right* to destroy the weakest** Now, 
Sir, my firm belief is, that this is a falshood 
of your own inventing; and, if there Were 
no other reason for this my opinion, the false 
statements which 1 have already noticed, in 
other parts of your pamphlet, would 
ficient ; but, why did you not name this re- 
verend divine ? Or, if that would have neen 
to show a bad taste, why not point but tbe * 
particular occasion ? Why lea.Ve the designa- 
tion so very bald, if not for the obvious pur- 
pose of avoiding detection ? That some such 
words nay have been made use of, by way of' 
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illustration^ and cAcplained by the conte^t^ is 
possiM^ but, that any gentleman of the 
uitiversuW has declared, from the pulpit, 
that the n^t<lns of the earth are,to be consi- 
dered as so matiy wild beasts, and that the 
strongest, when it has the powef, has also the 
tiglu to destroy the weakest, is what I do 
. mot believe, and what, I am convinced, will 
hot iie believed by any one of your readers^ 
whose ignorance, or whose sectarian preju- 
dice and bitterness, do not disqualify him for 
the forming an impartial judgment in the 
case. Of met yon say th#t I have dared to 
insult the common feelings and the common 
Sense of mankind, by asserting thui' might 
conslKutes right'' This, in the naked 
" waydn which jiou state the assertion^iis aiio- 
^ flier falshocd. 1 assefted, and still assert, 
tlmt there is no law, to which nations im- 
plicitly bow; that there is no rule by which 
they are bound j that there is no common 
tribunal amongst .them j that there is no 
W'liere any judge to decide between them 
and no where any power to enforce obedience 
lo*any decision j and that, therefore, it il>^ 
after all, amongst nations, mighPwhichcon-* 
stij^tes right,, and must constitute right in 
all cases, where the sword is the judge. But,' 
is this a general and sweeping assertion, that 
might constitutes right?” And is it moral 
right that is here spoken of? You must cer- 
tainly know better. I use -the word right, 
in the sense, in which you use it, when you 
tdl your readers, Uia> Hanover was ceded to 
Prussia by France, “ who possessed it by the 
right of conquest '' That is to say, by the 
fight of force] that is to say hy might; and, 
when you are speaking of the rights of 
France, dear harmless France, you seem to 
have no objection to the application of this 
doctrine, though it would, perhaps, be very 
hard to imagine any case, wherein right has 
•been more completely founded upon mere 
might than in that of Hanover. But you 
proceed to complain of me for saying, that, 
wkh the maritime power, which this 
country now posse.ssasi, not a ship belong- 
ing to any other nation should be suBered 
to pass the seas, but upon conclitibns pre- 
scribed by us.” You are, Sir, without 
exception, the most flagrant mi sq no ter, the 
most barefaced garbler, that ever appeared 
in print. Just as if I had founded the f)ro- 
posti ‘of exercising this rigour at sen upon 
the sole circumstance of our having the pow- 
er to exercise it. Just as if I had said : 
Now, my boys, it luckily happens, that 
we are able to oppress and insult all the 
'' world, therefore, let us do it.” But, my 
fenders will remember, jhat, in the first 
place, I claimed for my country no rights 


Upon the seas, which bad not been claimed 
by her' in the best times of her history 5 ' and^ 
that, in the next nlace, 1 stated the exerciso 
of a rigorous maritime sovereignty of the 
seas to be necessary to our defence, as long 
as Kapoleon should insist upon an absolute 
controiil over all the sea-ports and naval arso^ 
nals of the continent of Europe ; and added, 
that, in proportion as he was disposed to let 
gohisholdof those sea-ports laqd arsenals, 
in proportion as he was disposed to grant the 
former freedom to the land, we ought to be 
dispo.sed to relax in the exercise bf our sore- 
reignty upon the waters. • Was this a recoovt 
mendatioti to our government to shut up 
the channels of the sea, against all other na- 
tions, rntfrely because we were able to do it 9 
Equally gross is your misconstruction of the 
meaning of that passage, in the king's decla- 
ration against Russia, wherein he says, that 
ir was time that the effects of thatdread> 
which France has inspired into the na- 
tions of the world, should be counteract- 
ed by an exertion of the power of Great 
Britain.” 2'Aw^,” say you, after 
having poured out accusations against the 
policy of Buonaparte, we are, at length, 
** become converts to it, and confess it to 
be right'* Is there. Sir, in the dcclsffa- 
tion, which you have quoted, any such con- 
fession ? On the contrary, is not the merci# 
less policy of Biionaparie complained of, in 
that declaration ? I’hc meaning of the wprd.«i 
quoted is this : that Fr^ance having, by the 
** dread which she has in.spired, caused na- 
** tibii after nation u> become the enemies 
*\of England, xvhose lenity towards sqcli 
nations had f>nly tendq^l to induce others 
to follcAv their example in yielding to 
" France without resistance, it was lime to 
** put a stop to this, it was time to counter- 
act the elfcets of a dread of France, \ y 
showing to such nations that they had 
‘something to dread from the exertion of 
** the power of England.” And this you 
call a confe.ssion that the tyranny of Buoia- 
parte w’ns right.'* My neighbour, who is my 
enemy, has, by divejs acts of severity, in* 
spired sucli a dread amongst the cottagers of. 
the manor, that they are induct d, one aft^ 
another, to rs.si.st Jiim in his projects for my 
total ruin, I perceive, and say, ll>at his con- 
duct to’svards them is unjust, and wicked to 
the last* degree ; and I myself, though 1 
have the power, refrain from using it agaiast 
them f Mlh at last, their, accumuiated hos^- 
lily threatens even my existence. There is 
one, vtdio lives just close by me, who has 
more pow'er to injure me than any of the 
dthers, who has, upon every advantageous 
occasion, shown a hostile disposition towards 
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me, who has very, recently apologized for bis 
hostility by alledging that he was unable .to 
resist the commands of a neighbour less 
strong than my chief enemy (and who is 
now leagued with my chief enemy)} to 
this cottager, now quite exposed to« the 
power of my chief enemy, wiio having 
lon^set all law at deiiance. openly threatens 
that he will make him use his axes and bill- 
hooks and scythes for my destruction } to 
this cottager ^ go, and demand the surrend- 
er of these instruments of mischief, ac- 
companied .with a promise to return them 
to him, as soon as I have settled matters 
■W'ith my principal enemy. He refuses ; 
talks of his independence, which ho has 
before shown to be nothing} talks of the 
law, which he knows to be a dead letter. 
Well, say I, if you will not surrender with- 
out force, I must and wmII force you, lor 
my very existence depends upon these your 
arms being kept out of the power of my 
great enemy. 1 lament the necessity, but 
this I must do, or I perish. Now, is tltis 
to follow tlic exnmpb of my enemy V’ 
Is this to confess that his conduct towards 
the other cottagers was rio A/ ?** We are 
now, you say, ** apostates to the cause of 
^virtue, independence, and hUegrity, 
** which we pretend to have so long sup- 
ported, and openly acknowledge, that 
it cannot contend with that of iniquity 
and oppression.'* If a man attack me 
with a knife, and I, for the purpose of 
preventing him from destroying me, have 
recourse to my knife also, 1 thereby certain- 
ly acknowledge, that my naked hands are 
unable to contend w'ilh a knjfe } but, am*I, 
for that, to be cSlled an apostqje to the 
principles of fair boxing ? The diflerence 
betw^een ns is, that be, by choice, resorts 
to his knife, and 1 to mine from necessity ; 
he for the purpose of destroying me, and I 
for the purpose of preserving myself You 
have here the argument of my lord of 
Clackmannan (whose son is our Envoy in 
Ait^erica), that is to say, th^ we began the 
war with ret^olutionary France upon the 
ground of her having set the Jaw ot nations 
at defiance, and that, therefore, we should, 
by no means, have acted in violation of 
» those laws. But, Sir, irr the coarse of this 
war, we have seen the several nations of the 
continent quietly submit to this Vroletion of 
law on the part of France } we upheld what 
was called the law, as long as We found any 
nation willing to uphold it too ; but, when 
We saw thetn all submit to its violation by 
our eofitaf, and ;evesi^:|oln their ferecs to ' 
that enemy against us, or, at least, refuse, 
to join ix% against that enem/v or even to I 
. ^ . ! 


remonstrate against hislaggrcssipns, wero 
wc still to adhere to the law' ^ Wheryjve saw 
him respect no law, either of ngiwrality or 
of war } when we saw almost €very nation 
ill Europdi a'nd the American States too, 
howto hiSoWUl} when all that had been 
called public law was, in«fact, at an end, 
were we jilohe to be bound by it, nrferely 
^because we began the w'ar for its support ? 
If a general be ordered to quell a rebellion, 
is he to be bound down to the letter of the 
settled law of the land, while his opponent 
sets it at deliai^:e ? But, as if you were 
afraid of leaving it to be supposed, that you 
attributed criminality to Napoleon, you 
hasten to let ns know (or, lalher,. perhaps^ 
to let him know), tJiat, though you 
for moment, supposed “ iniquity” /k 
him, in order to impute iniquity to us in 
following his ‘'example,*' you y^'-rselt tire 
by no means sati>fied, that he has ever done 
any thing wTong, with regard to neutral 
nations. The passage I allude to is curious : 
*' Co7iqiie7'ors , in open W'ar, have, indeed, 
been cruel and nrispariiig to their ene- 
mies } gevernments which have displayed 
an open hostility to more powerful states, 
or which, after r ^panted revious It arises, 
have persevered in inoi/itaining alliances 
supposed to he injurious to a belligerent 
and successful pozver have been changed, 

or extinguished ; but and, then 

follows your assertion that the affair of Co- 
ptmhagen is infinitely ;ivorse than any thing 
of this sort. That yon allude liere to Buo- 
naparte and his remonstrances there can be 
no doubt, and that, by the “.pej severing” gc- 
vernment you mean particularly that of Por- 
tugal there can be as little doubt. Nut a 
word of disapprobation escapes you. You 
do not justify Buonaparte in bis seizure 
upon Portugal and his extinguishing of the 
government, merely because that govern- 
ment would not obey Ins orders in confis- 
cating English properly 5 in words you do 
not justify this act,} but, your tone. and 
manner are jiLSiific^ory. You wanted the 
courage to say, that which your unnatural 
partialit}^ could not refrain from insinuating. 
He made ** repeated remonstrances” did 
he, Sir, against the alliance betw'ccn Portu- 
gal and England ? What '' alliance'* was 
thero>? None. A treaty of peace and 
commerce, but no treaty of alliance v^l^t- 
ever. Nay, the Portuguese were willing to 
shut their ports against English ships. This 
even was not enough } and the government 
was extinguished, the country seized 
upon, because the government would 
not consent to commit an act of fraud 
upon England, This you urm '' ftrsevi* 
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** ring; after repdtied rerPonHrance^, in alli- 
''anco&i^pposedto be injurious to a bellige- 
rent anS^uccessful powef/* WelJ, but, 
there was juw^he same sort of alliance" ex- 
isting between Denmark and France as be- 
tween .Portugal and England! We remon- 
strated with^enfinark repeatedly, as will be 
seen by a reference to the dispatches 5 but, 
we cQuld not prevail on lier to break witli* 
Fi inice. At last we see her completely at 
the mercy of France and our new enemy 
Russia. And wLat do we ask her to do ? 
Not to confiscate French tfnd Russian pro- 
I^ertyj not to give us a farthings but to 
place in our bands, until the end of the war, 
^at fleet; which, as she had before assert- 
- ecL ahe was obliged to employ against us, 
^wnen Russia alone commanded her so to do. 
She refuses, and we seize the fleet, making 
war upon her for the purpose. But, we at- 
tempt not to change or to extinguish the 
govern men t, as France did in the case of 
Portugal, though, in this case, we might 
take t^' ourselves the title of conqueror'* 
and “ successful belligerent” with full 
much propriety as jou liave applied those 
titles to Napoleon. Add to this, that we 
are notoriously in a state of great peril from 
the combination formed against us, and that 
France is m uo pei il at all ; that we act from 
necessity and she from choice} that we j 
seek for safety, and that she openly declares 
her intention to destroy us. Yet, you say 
not one word itv di'^approbatioii of her 
seizure upon Portugal, you allude to that 
act in a tone apologetic } while you ransack 
your [wetical ‘vocabulaiy for terms of re- 
proach wherewith to describe our seizure of 
the Danish fleet. After this, nothing that 
comes from your pen, need surprize us, and 
wc naturally look for passages such as the 
following. ** That, if Denmark was weak, 

** we should have supported her.” Rut, 
she would not let us support her. Read the 
dispatch of J^rd Howick, and you will find, 
that she v^ould, upon up account, suffer us 
to send to her assistanoe, which we repeat- 
edly oflered to do. Thus we should, at the 
s.ime moment, have converted aT neutral 
into an ally, and raised that ally to impor- 
tance, a part of the policy of Bnona- 
part^, which it would be much better for 
this country to have imitated, thafi to 
4 iave contended with him in that course of 
** conduct, by which he is stated to have 
** inspired so much dread into the nations 
of the world.*' Why do you say he ij 
" slated F* Is it not so, my good attorney ? 
Or, are yon afraid, that lie will take the 
law of you ? I observe, that, all through 
^ur pamphlet^ wh<^t) ^01^ haye to speak; of 
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his acts , of violence, you always put the 
assertion into tbe mouth of somebody else*, 
He is accused” of so and so} it ** ispre^ 
tended" that h^ has done this and thatf 
we impute" such and such motives to 
him* 5 the supposed" views and conduct 
of Buonaparte. But, from the beginning 
to the end, not one bad act or bad motive 
do you impute to him. Leaving you, how- 
ever, to hug yourself in the imaginary safe- 
ty which conduct like this will provide for 
you, in case the w'orst should happen, let 
me ask you. Sir, where you have been able 
to discover those neutrals, whom, by sup* 
porting them,'* Buonaparte has “ converted 
into allies ?” And where have you found 
out those allies, so converted, whom he has 
** raised to importance ?“ Have you found 
them in Holland, in Prussia, at Hamburgh, 
in Switzerland, at Genoa, at Naples, in 
Portugal, in Spain ? Good God ! What 
an impudent assertion, and that, too, 
from a person, who quotes Scripture as 
glibly as a metliodist preacher, and who, 
therefore, ought to have remembered, that 
lying lips are an abomination to the 
1.0Td.** Austria you tell us, w'as so in- 
dignant at our proceedings against Den- 
mark, that'* she is said to have declai^d 
“ war against England." This was very 
unfortunately chosen as one of the conse- 
quences of the expedition, seeing the fact 
is now notoriously false, though you mjghc 
not be apprized of Jt. The correspondence 
between Prince Sinhreniberg and Mr. Can- 
ning fully proves, that the Emperor of Aus- 
tria (poor man! did not only not declaie 
war on account •of the P^ni.sh expedition ; 
but that b^has, since that event, b:'en made 
the miserable instrument, in ilie hand.s of 
France, to propose an opening of a neg(3cia- 
tion for peace between us and ‘ the latter 
power, in order to save that power the mor- 
tification of having made the proposition 
itself. Our ministers treated that proposi- 
tion in the manner that it deserved. Tl^py 
did notssneak into a negociation under beg- 
garly pretences of attachment,” either 10 
Napoleon or Mr. TPalleyiand. They ex- 
pressed their readiness to treat, but they 
would correspond upon the subject with 110 
one but the enemy* and despised the trick 
of an ii vented assassin. You, ho>vever, 
aresofdridof this invention, that, in wind- 
ingup your attack upon the Danish expe- 
dition, you once more bring the assa&sUx 
on board, and that, too, in a manner, 
which is worthy of particular notice. Hav- 
ing spoken of the principle, upon which- 
rtif ministers, in their declhration, justified 
the Danish expedition, yon proce|d thus : 
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The assertion of such a principle is the 
more unpardonable^ in the Brftish minU- 
try, as they h^d before them the recent 
example of one of their predecessors^ 
f* who, in rejecting. the proposition made to 
** him to assassinate the ruler of France^ has 
placed this important subject in the most 
striking point of view. It was, indeed, 
hut too apparent, from the observations 
to which this circumstance gave rise in 
the Honse of Commons, on the part of 
some of those who now direct the atfairs 
V of this country, that the conduct of Mr. 
Fox on that occasion was beyond ilieir 
comprehension, and consequently not 
likely to be the object of theii imitation.** 
Why, no. The sham a'sassin had not suc- 
ceeded in imposing upon any person of com- 
mon sense, and, therefore, it was not like- 
ly that the trick would be imitated. But, 
you, Sir, who anticipate complaints against 
you upon the score of partiality towards 
France, because you have used no harsh 
language tow'ards her or her ruler; you, 
who beg to be excused from joining ip the 
abuse of Nfapoleon ; you, mild and modest 
gentleman, scruple not to accuse your poli- 
tical opponents of a disposition to employ 
assassins, if the occasion were to ofier it- 
self, though those opponents are the persons 
to whose hands the affairs of the country 
have l^een committed by the king, for whose 
person and authority you profess so much 
|;espect. It was but loo apparent, that 
** they would not have imitated Mr. Fox.” 
That is to say, that it was but too apparent, 
that they would have accepted of, and re- 
warded, the services of the pssassin. NoW, 
What were the circumstances that made this 
eo very .apparent ? Why, Mr. Perceval 
blamed the word atlachment,” which 
Mr. Fox made use of in his letter to Talley- 
xand. That was all that was said about the 
assassin part of the correspondence ; and,* as 
no one, whose heart is not made of the 
very basest materials, can, in my opinion, 
entertain any sinqere attacdiment” towards 
Talleyrand, I must, of course, believe that 
Mr. Fox was not sincere in liis use of tbe 
yord; and, so believing, 1 also blame him 
for using the word. I am not speaking of 
personaT auction. That was out of the 
question between Mr. Fox and Talleyrand. 
It must, if existing at all, have been anattach- 
xnent from a similarity of thinking; an at- 
' tachmept founded upon Talleyrand’s charac- 
ter or conduct 5 andj^ if'Mr. Fox did enter- 
tain such attachment, 1 am sure he was un- 
lit to be entrusted with the confidence of 
either the king or the people of England. 
4 od according to youj li|lr, Perccyars 
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having expressed his disa^robation of tbie 
phrase is to be considered as a proof,^jtJhat bo 
and bis colleagues would, if t^p^&casiod 
were to offer, hire an assassin, tb take the 
life of the Emperor of France. Here you 
are excessively bold ; here there U no mafks 
of tbe meek, unotfending philanthropist. 
You are tiipid and tender hearted only to* 
wards Napoleon and his allies. The poor 
king of Prussia you abuse vKi^hout mercy ; 
the Prince Regent of Portugal you repre- 
sent as persevering*' in his attachments 
hostile to FrancCf in spite of all remon- 
strances^;” thp editors of the English 
press yon call interested and unprincipled 
individuals and the ministers you clear? 
ly accuse of a disposition to qmploy assassins 
to take^olf their enemies. It is not, the'ii, 
your want of the faculty of abuse ; it is 
nothing of mildness and moderaaon in ydbr 
nature that disqualified you tor joining in 
recrimination against the French people 
and their ruler 5” but, the cause is to be 
sought for in your partiality for that peopU^ 
aiid^heir ruler, of which, indeed, you ap- 
pear to ha.ve been conscious, when yoq 
were protesting, by anticipation, against 
such a charge. And, Sir, if it be glaringly 
inconsistenl in those who have been uni- 
fbrmly hostile to the cause of rational li* 
berty, and the constitutional rights of tbe 
subject in this country, now to abuse the 
despQtism of France,” Is it not equally 
inconsistent ip yop, wfeo have been so loud 
in your professions in favour of liberty here, 
and who, with such unbounded joy, hailed 
the dawn of liberty in France, now to dis-* 
cover so decided a partiality for the dcspotlsn^ 
established there ? You do pot say, indeed, 
that you love that despotism ; but it is quite 
impossible that you can have any great aver- 
sion to it, otherwise you could not discover 
such cautious tenderness towards tbe person, 
who is known to be its founder. Not only 
do you discover a tenderness towards him j 
but you miss no opporluiiity of bestowing 
your praises on hinq; and, though all that 
you have said of him were true, instead of 
being, for the most part, false; or, sup- 
posing yoii iO think it true, still, had you 
been a hater of despotism, • at tbe bottom of 
your heaft, you would have b^n more 
sparkig of those praises. We are often 
struck with admiration at bravery 
hardihood of highwaymen. There 
. few persons who were not so stricken, up- 
on reading the account of the map lately 
killed in the woods in Sussbx, who had 
, lived in those woods, in the dead of winter, 
many days and nights with scarcely any co» 
v^ring upon any part of his body, who. 
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vrhen 'bard' parwled, and, at last, closely 
beset by a troop of horsemen, sunk him- 
self undtl^the water, all bat his head and 
one hand, thto remaining, fof several hours, 
keeping his tire-agns ready ro'difeharge up* 

. on* his pursuers, and who^ when finally 
overpowered bymumbers, rejected the offer 
to spare hislife, and waskilM ii^the act of 
defeij^ding himself to the very last extremity^ 
There were few persons who could read this 
' account without feelings of adtni ration; 
but, I will venture to sa^, that, in the 
thousands of conversations^ to which it gave 
rise, there was not one, wherein, detestation 
of the robber and the murderer was not aU 
most the* only feeling that was expressed. 

• Yojj# however,^ a philanthropist by tradb, 
iSein to be of a different taste, l^ou are 
** lavish in your praises of the valour, the skill, 
affd the wisdom of Napoleon; upon ail 
these topics you speak for yourself; but, 
when you have to speak of any of his mis* 
deeds, though the fact be notorious, you 
take care to put the words into the mouth of 
somebody else } and, in all cases, where itiv 
possible to make an 01d-B:iiley4ike defence 
for him, that defence is made by you, with 
as much apparent earnestness and zeal, as 
if, at the several paragraphs of your pampii- 
let, you had received a refreshing fee. I 
do not mean to insinuate, tbit you have re- 
fceived, or that you expect, any fee at all ; 
but, 1 think, the public will agree with 
me, that this cori<juG4 of youVs iji a pretty 
good proof, that you have no very deeply 
rooted hatred to despotism, t'ind that all your 
cry about liberty must be regarded as mere- 
ly poetical. 

' I should here have proceeded to the con- 
cluding and most important subject treated 
of in your pamphlet, the main object of 
which might be disnii^.^ed in a few pages ; 

. but, there arc so many misrepresentations 
and falsehoods to expo, o, as 1 proceed, that 
another letter will be necessary for tJie pur- 
pose,— —-vln. the mean while, 1 remain, 

Yfiwi, &c. 

V Wm. COEiy^TT, 

Boiley, 23rlFel\ 1S0«. • 

Post Script. The following letter, S\x, 
it appears to me to be your duty to answer ; 
for, again 1 beg you to believe, that this let- 
ter expresses the opinions of the pubMc in 
gWieral.— Sir, in your last, you have some 
pertinent remarks, respecting the assassin 
who offered to Mr. Fox to put Buonaparte 
to death. On this point both Mr. Fox 
and Mr. Koscoe attackiad you, as instiga- 
ting tlic assassination of Buonaparte, in 
saying, that, ** If you were a Fremshfuan, 
ygn wr^d attack h^im by auoth(prJnstru* 
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" ment th4n a pen.***— —The writer of this 
'^•has heard, that a king's messenger, a 
chief, or favourite, and well informed 
person, did say^isoon afterthe publication 
** of the Negociation J^apers of Mr. Fox 
with France for peace, about a year ago, 
that no one ever could discover, iliat there 
was any such person as the one described 
by Mr, Fox j that he, the messenger, had 
inquired of all the other messengers, and 
** that they had made every inquliy, but that 
no one could find that such a person had 
been in custody, and they ^re all per- 
suaded that no such person ever appeared 
before Mr. Fox. Neither at the Alien of- 
fice could any account be found of such a 
person. It would, indeed, have, been 
strange, if any such person Ijad offered 
himself to Mr. Fox, after the notoriety of 
Mr. Fox*8 abuse of those, whom he, by sc 
strained construction, pretended had ex- 

cited assassination.- Mx*. Fox, T am 

persuaded, fabricated the story, in ofder 
to commence a correspondence with th» ^ 
French government for a negociation for 
" peace ; and had he succeeded in making 
peace, and the fact been known, he would, 
have been praised for his ingenuity, as h(» 
is now, by Mr. Roscoe, for his humanly. 
In either case, the trick was to tcU to hix 
advantage.— —Mr. Fox was sworn Se- 
cretary of State, Feb. 7, 1800, and gazet- 
ted the 8th. On the 20th, he wrote the 
letter to Talleyrand about the assassin, 
saying a few djxfi ago'* the assassin 
came, &c. &c. Mr. Fox could not have- 
been a week in office' when the assassin 
Addressed hipi ; and it is singular, that 
during ilie half year M afterwards lived, 
though his conduct to this assassin was a 
profound secret y no other assassin offered 
his .services. But, pray look at tlie letter! 
The assassin came to his house^ not to the 
•office, and wax with Mr. Fo.x alone in his 
closet, lie would not be in custody of x 
police officer, but a king’s messenger, ax 

it is ^uch the Alien office employ. Hbw 

far did Mr, Fox, by this step, reflect oa 
the general character of the English go- 
vernment ? And what becomes bow% of 
Mr. Ro.scoe s half dozen pages on Mr. 
Fox's humanity and* morality ? I repeat-, 
my belief, Sir, that the whole story was a 
pjiix fabrication; if it wps not so,. the 
contrary not only admits of proof; but of 
easy proof*, unattended with any circum- 
stance that can pos.sibly be injurious •to 
** ^t\y one upon earth, not excepting the aa- 
sassin himself, who, seeing that he was so 
f* very lucky in escaping^ from France to- 
England and from the justiccL which, ha 
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** ought to have had dealt him hare, need, 
'' surely, not be afraid of any consequences 
'' which can result from the desirable and 
dtiBired proof of bis having been here. 

took him..away? was he 

landed upon the continent ? Why such 
squeamish ness about keeping him here, 
fin til M. Talleyrand’s answer was receiv- 
ed ? “ Our laws did not permit us to keep 
him in prison.” No? They Aave 
permitted men to be kept a good while, 
** in prison, Mr. Cobbett, without any trial 
''or examination.— Were I testate all 
" the suspicious circumstances that present 
" themselves to my mind, I should extend 
" this letter to a length that might be in- 
" convenient to you, and that certainly 
" would be useless.—! am, Str, your 
'' friend, and No Sham Philanthropist. 
" FeA. 22. 1808.” 

‘ "SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 
PfiocKEDiNGS IN Parliament. - I. 
Orders in Council, II, PHition oj the 
Middlfisex Grand Jury, Upon the Or- 

ders in Council discussions have taken place, 
in both Houses of Parliament ; and, of 
course, as these orders have been advised by 
the ins, the outs discover that they arc very 
mischievous and wicked things. After vo- 
lumes have been spoken and written upon 
the subject, there are very few persons, 
comparatively speaking, who soein to have a 
cleat idea of what these famous orders are, 
or, of the eflcct winch they are intended to 
produce, in spite, therefore, of the stulti- 
fying eliects of the many speeches which I 
have read, relative to thes^^ orders, 1 
endeavour to comrftunicale to the reader my 
ideas respecting them j which I shall do, 
however, with great diffidence, being far 
from certain, that my ignorance of the mat- 
ter is not equal to tliat of almost any one of 
the orators v\hose speeches I have read. 
Here, then, at a venture. Ihe Emperor 
of France having, by his several decrees, ob- 
strittted, as much as Jay in this powpr, all 
commerce with England, carried on by neu- 
tral ships, nud having, by one particular de- 
cree, declared thi^ whole kingdom iii a state 
of blockade, and ^ordered his cruizers, of 
course, to seize, as lawful prize, neutral 
vessels, bound to or from any port of this 
kingdom ; having, in shprr, declaredcto the 
neutrals, that he should consider the slight- 
est mark of their having bad, or being about 
to have, communication with England, as a 
proof of their ships and cargoes meriting 
eontiscaiion, the lute ministers intimated to , 
the neutrals (thore being only , pciunark, J 
Poriugnl, and the American States), that, ! 
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if they submitted to Aese- mandates of 
France, England, in exercising he^ndoubt- 
ed right of retaliation, wouJd^^^a course, 
seize and coDfi.scate all neutr^sBips and car- 
goes, bonrfd to or from apy jrort of France, 
or under the known coniroul of Fiance/ or . 
in a country allied with France ^in the wan 
The neutrals do submit ; for, neither of 
.them make any public remonstrance, or pro- 
test, against the decrees of France. There 
are instances cited, in which the decrees 
were acted upon*; but that is of no conse- 
quence ; for, if* the decrees had their in- 
tended effect, namely, that of putting an 
end to all communication between Eng- 
land and neutral states, there wouid,^ of 
course, no captures ensue ; §nd, if th€i^,did 
not prcJdnce that effect to the desired extelfii, 
they would naturally produce it in some de- 
gree. Less communication with neulfhis 
would exist in consequence of them ; some 
ships would be prevented from coming to 
England, and all would come charged with 
an additional weight of insurance. Thus 
rs.atters stood until November last, when 
the present ,^inisters caused the Orders in 
Council to be issued, which orders contain a 
set of rules intended to prevent France, all 
her allies, and all the countries under the 
known controul of France, from having any 
communication with neutrals, except through 
the channel of the custom house of Eng- 
land, where the goods of the neutral, in- 
tended for those countrips, are lo pay a duty, 
which duty, tinally paid by the enemy, will 
go into the English treasury. There are nu- 
merous rules contained in. the Orders in 
Council ; but this one will suffice for out 
purpose, because the aiguments, on both 
sides, which apply to this, will, with some 
insigiiihcant variations, apply to all (he rest. 
—There are two objections, which the 
GUI'S make to this rule; the first is, that it 
is contrary to the law of nations ; a very 
vague charge, and one that cannot be sub- 
stantiated, even if we were to admit the book 
of a Frenchman, wl\pse name was Vattel, 
and which contains merely the opinions of 
the said Vaticl, to be the book of the law. 
binding upon ^gland ; for, neither in (hat 
book, nor in any other book upon the sub- 
ject, is there any instance of a case<«uch as 
tluit now before us. The better way of 
stating the objection is, therefore, to say 
the rule which we have laid down is unji^st^ 
This, indeed, the outs do say. They say, * 
we have no right to punish America, for in- 
stance, because France has broken tbrougl^ 
all (he rules relating to neutrality. Very true ; 
nor do vjfo intend to punish America ; we' 
intend to punish France > and^ if America 
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saiFer, it is neithel our fault nor our wish. 
The decrees of Napoleon arc intended to in- 
jure-us. 'ISiat is ve?y fair, .and we have 
a right to retaliate. But, the decrees of 
France relate \a , America j 'thhy make 
.America an instrument in producing the 
injury to us j therefore, we have a right 
to malce America our instrument in pro- 
ducing^ injury to France. Let France 
repeal her decrees, and America ceases to 
‘sutFcr. As matters stood, previous to the 
Orders in Council, a ship-lftad of tobacco 
came from America to Euglwd with all the 
additional once, which arose fron^ the high 
insurance, occsisioiied by the danger of cap- 
ture in consequence of the Ficnch decrees j 
whil^nothor sh^-load of tobacco went to 
ItSnce, free from such high price, b&atise 
'{here was no danger of capture from ns. 
Wfs this just ? To suffer things to remain in 
such a htate would have been a most base 
desertion of our naval superiorly. But, say , 
the OUTS, the Americans did remonstrate | 
against the French decree, and obtained an { 
assurance, that ic should not be enforcedt 
with regard to them. TJiis is nqit the fact. 
No such assurance is contained in the note 
of the French minister to the American mi- 
nister. upon this subject $ and, if such an 
assurance had so been given, we had nothing 
to do with it. The decree contained no ex- 
ceptions ; the decree remained uu repealed j 
and there was not, and is not, any public act 
of the government^ ot the American states, 
protesting against either the principle or the 
practice of that decree. Here, therefore, 
was a complete> acquiescence, on the part of 
America ; and, I think, it evidently appears, 
that the correspondence between the Ame- 
rican and French minister was intended for 
no other purpose, than that of putting the 
former in possession of something io shew to 
^s, in order to induce us to forego our in- 
’ tended and threatened retaliation. But, how 
the out faction can stand up, in the face of 
Uhe correspondence novi^ublisbed, and com- 
plain of the measures oflfretaliation, must be 
matter of astonishment to every one not ac- 
customed to observe the conduct of political 
parties. At the outset of that correspon- 
dence (which, as having been laid before 
Parliament, will, of course, appear, in its 
place in the Parliamentary Debates), , Lord 
»H^ick writes to Mr. Erskine thus ; I 
tiignsmit to you also the copy of another 
Note presented by their lordships to the 
American commissioners, previously to 
the signature of the treaty, on the subject 
of the extraordinary declarations and or- 
ders of the French government, issued at 
V Berlin on the X6lh o( November last. 
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** This note I must recommend to yourpdv* 
** ticuiar attention j you will state to the 
American government, that his majesty 
** relies with confidence on their go<^ sense' 
and firmness in resisting pretensions, 
which, if suffered to take effect, must 
'' prove so destructive to the commerce of 
alfneutral nations. His majesty has learht^ 
that the measures announced in the decree 
** have already, in some instances, been car* 
ried into execution hy the privateers of the 
enemy i and there could be no doubt ihetb 
** his majesty would have an %ndispuleM 
right to exercise a just retaliation. Nen- 
“ tral nations, cannot, indeed, expect that 
the king should suffer the commerce ot 
his enemies to be carried ou ■ through 
them, whilst they submit to the prohibi- 
tion which Prance has decreed against the 
commerce of his majesty’s subjects. But 
though the right of retaliation would un- 
questionably accrue to his majesty, yethia 
majesty is unwilling, except in the last 
extremity, to have recourse to measures 
whicli must prove so distressing to all na- 
tions not engaged in the war against 
France."— -Has America resisted the 
pretensions of the decree ? It is notorious 
that she has not ; and, it is equally notorious^^ 
that the president, in his last speech to the 
Congress, says that he has nothing to com- 
|yiain of in the conduct of France, though the 
French decree, observe, remained unre- 
pealed, and unmodified. The consequertte 
is, then, that, according*to Lord Hpwick’s 
own letter, we had a right to adopt the mea- 
sure of retaliation, especially as events had 
oc(*Hrred, rendered such measure 

more and more necessary tfl our safety. And 
yet. Lord Howick and his patriotic colleagues 
are now blaming the measure, and that, too, 
upon the ground of its injustice towards 

America. ^The other objection to this 

m^sure, i.s, that it Is impolitic ; that it is 
calculated to injure us, more than it is to in- 
jure P'rance. I will not repeat the argu- 
ments that 1 already, more than onc%, 
made use of to prove the contrary of this 
proposition ; but, I think, the negative of it 
might be pretty safely inferred from what 
Lord Henry Petty has saidfc support of tho 
affirmative. He is reported to have told 
the House of Commons, that the ** arts of 
subslituSion,** to which the French would 
have recourse, would be lasting injuiiesto 
this country and to her colonies. Why, 
now, if, by these arts, the French .shouMi 
find out chemical sugar and coffee and cot- 
ton, what harm would that do us ? None 
ihnt 1, can see ; but, while* the discovery is‘ 
going on, the inconveniences of P’rance must 
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be very great indeed^, while the Orders in 
Council must go near to the producing of 
stai'v^ition in Spain and Portugal. Holland 
also must suffer severely c Hamburgh, Den • 
mark, Russia ,* all must endure, not only in- 
convenience, bur siidering ,* and the two fold 
consequence ofl hat sulfering will naturally bo, 
a J)erfect conviction of the great power of 
England, and a hatred of France whose am- 
bition exposes them to the effects of the ex- 
ercise ofethat power. But, his lordship ap- 
prehends, that we are in greater danger from 
z'glut thag France is from a scarcity. Ha 
is afraid that wc shall die smothered with 
sweets 5 or, if we survive the effect of the 
sweets, that a superabundance of cloathing 
will kill us. The fact is, however, that we 
hear a general outcry raised in France, and 
in all the countries under her controul, 
against these Ordeis in Council ; wc hear 
an out-cry in America also j but we hear 
none in England, exceptamongst persons like 
the Barings and amongst the opposition, 
both animated by motives purely selfish. 
——The bill for giving effect to the Orders 
in Council has been carried by a very great 
majority in the Houses of parliament, and 
is certainly approved of by a still greater 
majority out of doors. The measure is 
looked upon as an act of defiance of all the 
world ; as an assertion of our right of mari- 
time dominion. The enemy, encouraged by 
our long forbearance, issues, in the heyday 
ofMriumph and from a capital which he has 
•onquered, a decree denari ng England in a 
state of blockade. As if he had said : 

' Now, that I have conquered the continent, 

‘ I will set seriously about ^ ray last lah^iir, 

^ and will begirf by ordering the iolanders 
f to be closely shut up, until 1 have leisure 
to invade them.” Our answer to this is, 
an Order in Council, making him pay a duty 
into the English treasury upon eveiy article 
of foreign goods that he receives ; and rliis 
we enforce. I will suffer nothing,” says 
he, to come to the continent from or 
thlough England.” To which we gnswer: 

the continent shall have nothing- that does 
not go from or through England.” Why, the 
very effect of such words, if adhered to, out- 
weighs, in the scalh of national consequence, 
all commerce of all the Barings on earth, 
^rd Henry Petty, however, thinks nothing 
of this. Nay, he thinks, that it would be bad 
policy to induce America to declare war 
against France 5 because it would diminish 
the sale of our manufactures. A fine 
statesman it must be, who has a mind of 
this stamp !t— T he publication of the cor- 
respondence with America has brought ta 
light a fact, which 1 have often said I believ- 


ed to exist ; namely, that the late ministers 
went a considerable way in giving* up to 
America the. great point of >he right of 
searching for seamen. It is j;;]6ar thgt Lords 
Holland ^id'Aiickland d^d pledge themselves 
to do something more than enforce the strict-, 
cst possible orders for regulating tlie manner 
of searclyng. Now, w'hat was that some- 
thing more ? They are hard pushed by Mr. 
Canning, to explain what they meant ; and, 
it must be confessed, that they give an an- 
swer far from satisfactory 5 and, in short, it 
is evident, that^ rather than have gone to 
war wiih^ America, they would have aban- ^ 
doued the right altogether. For this, if for no ^ 
other reason, it was a fortunate circumstance 
for the country that the)^ were dismissed% 
Whed one of them tells us, that it woufi 00 
a misfortune to see Ametica at war witli 
France, because, by that event, we shdbld 
lose the sale of certain manufactures, 
what are we to expect from them ? It is 
abundantly evident, that the politics of the 
little clan of Scotch wrileis prevailed in the 
date cabinet; that the ministers were •the 
mere fumaels, through which they blew ; 
and that all would have been peddling and 
patch-work. It was so long ago as Decem- 
ber, 1806‘, that I took the alarm as to theii: 
intentions with regard to America ; 1 en- 
deavoured to communicate that alarm to the 
public ; and I flatter myself that my endea- 
vours were not without avail. I stated my 
reasons for fearing, tl^t a good treaty would 
not come out of the hau^s of Lords Holland, 
and Auckland; that my fears were well^ 
founded the proof is now. before the world. 
Well might the President refuse to ratify the. 
treaty, not finding it to contain all that he 
demanded: He sent it back, too, like a set; 
of articles of capitulation, underwrittei^ 
here and there : this I agree to ; this 1 

rejeet; this 1 agree to, provided so and «o.’ ; 
What an insolent proceeding ! Yet, if the^ 
lare ministers had been in place, when this 
disfigured instrument came back, my. firm, 
belief is, that they gvould have resumed the. 
negociation upon the former basis, and 
would, like the commanders of a town, sum- 
moned to surrender and reduced to its last 
dead horse, have put their hands to the hu- 
miliating conditions imposed. Tb« right of 
Bearding for English seamen on board 
American ships ought never, for one 9^. 
ment, to have been entertained, asappint 
for discussion. Not only was it so entertain- 
ed by the late ministers ; but it was expressly 
left open for future discussion, 'and a note of 
that purport accompanied the treaty. What wait, 
this but to acknowledge that there were enter- 
tained by our own government doubtsrespecu 
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ing the existence oil the right?' Upon the 
same psyiciplej that coipirierce ought to be 
prefevred to every thing else, they would, jn 
all likelihood, imye acted after the peace of 
Tilsit ; and, tDen,^ instead of throwing 
j^apdleon and his vassal states •intp conster- 
nation, as we npw have, we should have 
been to*tall7 occupied in sending negpciations 
to Paris^ and in looking out for the enecny's 
flotilla. - ■■'II. A Petition from a late 
Grand Jury;, of the county of Middlesex, 
complaining of certain enormities in the 
managem'ent of the Ci^ld-Batli-Fields prison, 
was, a few days past, brought before par- 
Hiamcnt by Mr, Sheridan (who, while in 
office, said 'iiot a word about abuses of any 
sort] i^but, it wjyj withdrawn, at the sug- 
geflron of the ministers, because it pui^ort- 
c3 to be the petition of a grand jury who 
weft no longer a grand jury. U’lie object of 
this was, of course, Iq obtain delay, and to 
take from the petition pari, at least, of 
its consequence. It was presented the next 
day, signed by the foreman of the grand 
jurys in his private capacity j so that, it is J 
now the petition of one individn:|}, instead 
of being that of the Grand Inquest of a 
County. The substance ot' the petition 
fias been given in the news-papers ; but, I 
do not choose to offer any remark > upon it, 
until I can lay it before my readers at full 
)ebgth. It is truly curious to observe how 
indifferent and cold the opposition appear 
to have been upon thi% subject. No anima- 
tion ^ none of that eagerness which they 
discover in pleading the cause of the poor, 
harmless, suflering Danes.’’ The prison- 
ers in CoJd-Bath-Fields prispn are their 
countrymen, and are entitled to their pro- 
tection ; but, then, there was, in all pro- 
bability, nothing to be gotten ; no debating 
triumph to be obtained, in this case 3 and, 
there was, on the other side, the fearful 
consideration of what might happen in the 
way of indirectly giving credit to the form- 
exertions of Sir Frauds Bnrdett. The 
petition, .however, ncitKter party, nor both 
together, can stifle. It ^nust appear in 
print 3 and it Is one of the thingsf which 
will, in the end, produce those effects, 
which every good man so anxiously wishes 
for. Along with the petition should appear 
names of all the persons, who ^’gned 
, first petition 3 for the public will very 
w^kknow how to decide upon^ die question 
pf informality.” 

Botley, 25 th Felruaryj 1808. 


.TVTHES. 

Six,'— wi-Whep a periodical work^ J»He 
yoursj; has forced kself into aqticf ^ and is 
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become, by itsbwn intrinsic merit, the ob** 
jectof gener&l attention and perusal, it im- 
poses'on its author a sort of necessity to pre- 
sence the character Jt has acqui I qd, by ad- 
mitting into its pages s;uch^ contributions on- 
ly, as have some merit at least to recoin- 
mencT them. The first requisite for good 
writing is good sense, and sound argument. 
, An ingredient, almost as necessary, is good 
grammar. And although, where the former 
obtain, a few small errors in the latter may 
b|? easily overlooked 3 yet when the language 
made use of is as barbarous and ungramma- 
tical, as the facts are false, and the arguments 
inconclusive, you need not fear to incur the 
loss of your merited reputation for impartia- 
lity, by refusing to admit such compobitions 
into your Register: and I am sure your read- 
ers in general would have thanked you, if 
you had spared them the trouble of labour- 
ing through the sapient reflt'xions of your 
sagacious correspondent, J. F. D. the ty the 
hater of Taunton. Alter having observed, 
that there is no business of a domestic na- 
ture likely to come before parliament of aa 
equal weight and importance the sub- 
ject of tithes, 0* the abolition of'irlucfi is se- 
riously and devoutly prayed for, ixx.” he ve- 
ry sagaciously tells us, that nothing caq 
amelkrafe this movt abominable impost but 
a total abolition. This appears to me a cu- 
rious way of mending a thing. And to 
mend the matter still more, he proposes an 
equally curious mode of abolition 3 viz. IJy 
commutation. I always Hbcught till now 
that Taunton had been in the South of Eng- 
land 3 but, 1 conclude that I have been un- 
der ^^^listake, jii^ suspect that it is situate 
in of Iivkind. /. F. D. then tell* 

us that our churches are deserted, and our 
religion declines 3 because, what? Because 
the farmer, who rents his land is subject to 
tKe payment of tythes3 and \v\\o, therefore, 
pa\’9 so much less rent to his landlord as the 
tythe is worth, wants to cheat tlic person 
who is intilled to that tythe of his just dues. 
For (as,D. X. ii^the next letter has truty 
said) the owner of tlve tythe has as good a 
right to that tythe, as>(he owner of the land 
has to his rent : the law, and prescription^ 
which is a branch of the law, has given it to 
him. Is not this •the fact, Mr. Cobbelt? 
And if it be so, is this honest ? In 99 case* 
out of of the disputes that occur between 
the owner and- tythe payer, is not the main 
cause of them to be found in the unjustifia- 
ble attempts on the part of the latter to bent 
down the other, and compel him to accept a 
very inferior and unequal price for his tythe? 
It IS almost universally true, that when A 
i^ewincan^beiU appearsin a parish, a combi* 
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mtion of the farmers is immediately formed right scarcely Jess.obnoxfous than the other) 

to harrasg him into an acceptance of trficir or of any land owner to his rents, ba»4mnted 

own terois : a natural feeling of resentment down and persecuted for claiming theirown: 

against oppression frequently iii*gcs the tythe Jet not the right be loade^^nth an abuse 

owner to resist suc|;l attempts, and he resolves which belongs not to it: let us not remedy 

fo take his tytlie in kind : this again irritates one evil by substituting a greater : and a'bove 

the farmers, who work him up” as the all, let us do as we would be^done by, and 

phrase is in the poor rates : and so thequar- render ueto every man his due. I dare say, 

rel continues with mutual aggravations ; but, were I a farmer, I should rather not Jet the 

as 1 said before, it generally originates in the parson’s team into my field : but considering, 
unjust and unmanly attack of the multitude duly that p tenths only of its produce be- 

against the individual, in their base attempts longed to mysdlf by the law of the land, and 

. to make unfair bargain with him in the that the remariving tenth by the law of the 

outset, whether he be a lay itn proprietor, or land belonged to some one else (no matter | 
a member of the church.— J. F. D. then con- whom it not being mine) I do think without ® 
descends to Jet us into a very great secret, complimenting myself too highly*, I should 
viz. that disputes at Jaw of a very serious ini- have |ionesty enough to offer him a faieimjke 

S ort, frequently arise from frivolous causes, for it; if we happened to difier about 
ut, sorely. Sir, wc do not want an oracle price, which if it were a fair one, would j^e- 
from Taunton to tell us that. We know ry rarely happen, I should propose lo call 
very well that the feather of a partridge, or in an honest surveyor, who knew the value 
the scent of a hare has given rise to more li< of the thing, and wdlild do what is right be- 
tigation, than all the disputes about tythes tween man and man, and abide by his deci- 
that have been agitated since the days of sion. And where is the tythe owner, Mr. 
Archbishop Winchelsey, 500 years ago. (No *0. who would reject this oiler ? Or rather, 
bad argument this, by the bye, in favour of where Is the farmer who is honest and just 
a position of your own, Mr. C. that a pro- enough to maVc it? — 1 protest. Sir, I have 
jxinsily to war, or to fight, which is war, is a not seen or l^eard of any plan th.at appears 
passion natural to all the creation) 'But to me so likely to reconcile the sliepheid to 
what has this to do with the right to tythes ? his fiock, and to cut up by the roots that pro- 
Does J. F. D. seriously think that if his lific source of parochial C( nlention, the 
Bashaw tythemonger harboured a pique quarrels about tythes, as the apf^ointmentnn- 
’ against his friend, he would not have con- der the authority of parliament by the ma- 
trJVed to indulge it eveg if he had been no gbt rates of each county, erf' a competent per-* 
tythemonger ? A pack of fox bounds would son in each parish as a surveyor and assessor, 
have done the business as effectually. But who should be sworn to a due and impartial 
this is not an evil arising <jut of the tythes, discharge of his duty, and subject to a heavy 
but from the malevolent sj^rit of map^ I fine for every breach of it, whose duty it 
defy J. F, D. ancfall the Solomov^,^ Tann- should be toasse.s8 and ascertain the value of 
ton Dean to contradict me in the assertion, every ty thable article : for which he might 
that if my rich neighbour injures me, a poor be paid by a poundage or percentage to be 
cottager, by turning his trace horses into my limited by statute, and to be borne equally 
little fiedd of wheat, and trampling the corn by both parties, who should be bound by the 
which is to feed my family, or by leavftig assessment so to be made. This plan 1 think 
open the gate of the next field, and giving at least as likely . to fill our churches, and re-i 
access to other cattle, and thereby doing me store unanimity, cordiality, and brotherly-^ 
cohsiderable damage, or bj* throwing down love between all rauVs, as J. F. D.’s plan of 
my fences and carrying off my corn ^before amelioration by means of abolition, brought 
the tythe is set out, a jury of my Somerset- about by commutation. If you think these 
shire neighbours will teach him a better les- strictures worth your notice, 1 am sure they 

son, and give me ample redress for the in- will receive it. But if they should not find 

jury and insult. And the greater the dis- a place in your Register, 1 shall not quarrel 
tance in point of rank and fortune between with*yo.iir impartiality, being sure td find ■ 
me and my oppressor, the moic signal will your pages filled with better matter than mkt* " 

be their visitation upon him for his injustice, ever Row from the pen of your constant 

This, Sir, is not rnere theory : every circuit reader and admirer.-^SuvM fcumuE.— • 
htrmgs it into practice.— Observe, Mr. Cob- 17 , 1608 . 

^tt, that I am not defending the po/icy of P. S. From a passage or two in the Taun-^ 
the present system of tytbing: but Jet not ton. Apollo's letter, about a reyplution and 
those whose rigbt.to tythes is as indisputable* change of government, I am almost inclined! 
as that a lord of a imn.or to tfis firnes (a to suspect that aometbiug more if 
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than tioeets the ear,^dcd tb,at whilst he pre* 
tends te quarrel merely with lythes in the 
ordinary acceptation of the word, he in fact, 
means to conv8y a aly censure on adminis- 
tration, who h^e ijot only sanction^, but 
adopted the principle^ of ty thing in an unli* 
mited extent^ by taking from the subject a 
tenth of the whole produce of the country 
of evenr denomination. O, ho! Mr. Sly- 
boots ! r 

OFFICIAL papers. 

Letter fnm Count BemstoiJf\ Danish Mi- 
nister for Foreign Affairs^ to Bawon IFct^ 
terstedt. First Secretary of' the Cabinet of 
his Sweetish Majesty— ^ Kiel ^ Oc£, IJth, 

(Continued from page 320.J 
^ The loyalty of the sovereign, whose in- 
tention it is thus attempted to calumniate, 
and the nature of the relations which subsist 
between Denmark and Sweden, sulficienlly 
prove the falsity of that insidious assertion. 
— But we shall feel great satisfaction to be 
auitforised by Ifis Swedish Alajesty himself,® 
to answer by a formal denial an insinuation 
more injurious to him, than it is to us. This, 
Sir, is tlie only motive which induces me to 
demand of you a frank and positive explana- 
tion on this subject. — I take leave to re- 
quest you will .send it me by tl.e bearer of 
tins letter, Mr. de Flolsten, Lieutenant of 
the Royal Navy.— I feel happy in having an 
opportunity of calling* me to your recollec- 
tion, and of ofFcringyou the assurance of my 
high consideration. 

Answer from Bvron TVetterstedtj Minister of 
State. fJehinbourgh, Oct. 27, 1807. 

I had this afternoon the honour to re- 
ceive, through Lieutenant Holsten, the let- 
ter which your Excellency has addressed to 
me, dated the 17th October. — As ilie duties 
of my place do not allow me to deviate from 
the regular mode ofoiHcinl communication 
between the two courts, your Excellency 
will permit me to restrict myself entirely to 
acknowledge the receip/of your letter, and 
to express to you the happiness I feel in hav- 
ing the opportunity of renewing to Jou the 
assurance of the high consideration with 
which I have the honour to be, &c. 

Note addressed by the Minister of State, 
Count Berm tor to Baron Taube, Charge 
^Affaires of his Swedish Majesty. Kiel, 
Nov. 5, I8O7. 

The annexed copy will inform Baron 
Taube of the object of a communication, 
which th^ Undersigned, Minister of State, 
thought it right to' address to Baron Welter- 
<tedt^ First Secretary oi the Cabinet of bis 


Swedish Majesty. The latter having judged 
a iftode of communication inadmissible, 
which, from the absence of the Swedish em- 
bassy, and the interAiption of direct corres« 
pondence with Stockholm, appeared to the 
undersign^ the only way, and, at the same 
time, the speediest and most authentic mode 
of communication. It only remains to re-« 
• quest Baron Taube will ha\^ the goodness 
to express to his court the wish contained in 
the note addiessed to the aforesaid ftaron.— 
It is of material importni(C€f for the Danish 
government to be enabled to refote, in an 
authentic manner, an invidious charge, clear* 
ly destined to compromise a sovereign, 
whose h y.dty is above all suspicion, to make 
him share in the odium, which attaches to a 
conduct equally atrocious and perfidious, and 
to produce a, misunderstanding between Swe- 
den and Denmark.— — I’lie undersigned re- 
quests Baron laube to accept the assurance 
of his high consideration. 

Note addressed by Baton Tauhe to Count 

Bernstorff Miiiisler of Sta'-e. Kiel, Ab- 

vemher 5, I8O7. 

. The undersigned Swedish Charge d*Af- 
faires has just received the note, ^\iih which 
his Excellency Count Bernj»torff, . has this 
day honoured him. — Although the events 
which have taken place, as well as the season, 
seem already to re«:olve the question which 
forms the object of youi* Excellency's note, 
the undersigned will take the earliest oppojj- 
tunity to bring it ta the knowledge of his 
master, and flatters himsclT, he shall .soon be 
able to return the answer. — undersign- 
ed a\ail.s himself #vi!li plcasiiie of this op- 
porffrijty, to reqtiest his Excellency will be 
pleaseoSihrccept the assuiance of his sinceie 
respect. 

Note addressed by Baron Tauhe to Covi^t 
^BernstorJI'y Dhcctor of the Department of 

Foreign Affairs. Ktvf, Nov. 24, I8O7. 

* The undersigned .has not failed to bring 
to the knowledge of the King, his master,, 
the contents of the note which lii-j Excellen- 
cy Baron Bernstbrff addressed to him, the 
5th of November last, and of the copy w hich 
accompanied the same. — It is by order ofhis 
court Ihattht* undersigned hastens to declare 
to the Dafnlsb minister, th.at all explanation 
wdth regard to the note above mentioned be- 
comes superfluous, his Majesty being of opi- 
nion tbal! he‘ ought solely to be judged byljis 
actions, which he shall always know liow to 
justify.— The undersigned having the honour 
to present this answer to Count Bernstorni 
Director of the Department of Foreign Af--- 
fairs, begs leave at the same time to repeat* 
Che as'^urance of hi^igh consideration^ 
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Note addressed ly Count Bernstorff, Minify 
ter of State, to Baron Taule. Kiel,"Dec, 
4, 1807. 

, The undersigned 4 ^Di rector of the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs, has had the ho- 
nour to receive the note, which Baron 
Taube had the goodness to address to him oft 
tSe 24th November, in order to declare that 
the court of Stockholm deems it superfluous 
to give the demanded explanation to the dis- 
position' which the English minister has 
thought himself authorised to send his Swedish 
Majesty with regard to Dunmark. The Da- 
nish government thought to render a service 
to the Court of Sweden, byoffei iiig an oppor- 
tunity to refute a charge which it felt inclined 
to consider as calumnious, and which, so long 
as it remains nndenied, cniinot but compro- 
mise him against whom it is preferred. The 
said government is the more surprised at the 
refusal of the explanation solicited, ns thi.s 
refusal is but too liable to be considered as a 
tacit acknowledgment of the intentions 
which were announced to him in an oflicial 
manner by the intimate ally tif Sweden. — 
Andthe.se pretended intentions being aliea- 
dy hostile against Denmark, she was the 
more of opinion that she owed it to herself 
demand from the Swedish government a 
enial thereof, without waiting, that actions 
should furnish the necessary information on 
the subject. The reasons which occasioned 
the above demand existing still in all its 
fdVee, the undersigned authorized to ex- 
pect here, and r^uests Baron Taube will 
have the goodness to support it at his court. 
He has the honour to repeat, on this occa- 
sion, the assurance of histhigh con^i^ra- 
tion. * 

Note addressed ly Baron Taule to Cotint 

Bernstorff. — Kiel, Dec, 21st, 1807. 

The undersigned has brought the note to 
the knowledge of the King his Master, 
which Count Bernstorff had the goodness* to 
address to him the 4th of December, touch- 
ing the explanation required by the Court of 
Cbi^enhagcn, with regardrto a pretended 
denunciation of intentions entertained by 
Sw'eden, to occupy the island of Zealand 
with Swedish tjrpops. The King avoided 
once to explain himself on this suQect j but 
as the Dani.sh governmetit required an an- 
swer, the undersigned is ordered to declare 
in ap offleial manner— That bad bis Majesty 
judged it necessary to occupy Zealand with 
his troops, jointly with those of his ally, he 
should nave done it ; and the King wishes' 
diat he may never find himself in the case 
to regret that he acted otherwise. The un- 
dcr.signed has the lionour to renew to Count* 
Bernstorff the assurauce#f his high con- 
sideratioot « « 
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of the Senatus Consultum upon She ConX 
scription of 1 809i declared ly Re^naud 
de St, Jean dAngely, Muster of State, 
Senators, when ycMir wisdofim Called out 
the conscripts of 1808, your Wishes 'were 
directed towards the peate which sigpal vic- 
tories had prepared— you wished to ensure 
new means of conquering and pacifying. 
The success surpassed your hopes — the flames 
of war are extinguished upon the Continent 
— a durable pfiace has been sworn between 
the two grea*i'^^t Sovereigns in the world, 
and Eiitppe lias time to breathe. — But there, 
is a government to which the repose of Eu- 
rope is despair, to which peace h terror, to 
whicji di.sCord i.s iicce.ssitf, and wa^ahopc. 
England has replied to the offer of a generous 
mediation offered by the Emperor of Russia, 
by carrying fife and the sword into ♦‘heter- 
ritories of liis most ancient ally, by profess- 
ing more solemnly Contempt of the rights of 
n.ntions, by proclaiming more inhumanly 
the principle of eternal war. The indigna- 
«tion of all Sovereigns has replied to the in- 
jurious muuifesto.s, to the cunning declara<- 
tions, to the barbarous acts of the Cabinet 6f 
St. Janies. The predictions which the ora- 
tors of his Majesty made to you a year ago 
in this Tribune are realized. It is, we said, 

^ from the bosom of the Continent, which 
England would set in a flame, that hence- 
forth a terrible war shall be waged against 
her. It is by applying tq her on all the Eu- 
ropean shores the principles she has applied 
in all seas, that we shall bring her back to 
the ancient principles of the Jaw of nations 
and of civilized states. It is by eiUling her 
ships from all the coasts where we have sol- 
diers and allies, that the English ministry 
will be punished for the culpable refusal of 
giving peace to the world.*- Such, senators, 
were the words we addressed to you in 
speaking of the conscription of 1808, and 
behold a sacred and powerful league is form- 
ed to punish the English oligarchy, defend 
the rights of nation^ and avenge humanity. 
From the Baltic to the Mediterranean, from 
theNile^to the Narva, but few points remain 
to the English ships where they can land, or 
where they are not forbidden to touch,— But 
it is not sufficient to have, by a just recipro- 
city,5}ronounced against England that dread- 
ful sentence of outlawry j she must not 
permitted to be at rest in the seat of dier 
iniquitous domination, upon any of her 
coasts, -in any of her colonies, under any 
points of the globe, which are not yet inter- 
dicted to her. It is necessary that, repelled 
from one part of the world, menaced in all 
others, England should know not where to 
direct tht; little military force of which she 



t49] FEBRUARY 27# Tapern fi55if 


has the disposal ; atfd that our armies, more 
formid^hle than ever> shduld be ready to 
carry into her possessions our victorious and 
avenging eagltk Such, gentlemen, are the 
motives which huve^determined his Majesty 
to demand a new conscription.v*-The levy of 
.the preceding yeas has been, as you fore- 
saw, the pledge of continental pqace— the 
levy of this year will be the presage of a 
maritime peace. The pillage of the arsenal 
‘'and port of Copenhagen — the emigration of 
the Portuguese fleet, have not yet left the 
Continent without ships. — Qur legions can 
yet reach the Englisli militia j Ireland may 
\ yet hope for succour against oppression ^ 
India may* yet expect deliverers ; and while 
our^cient phal^xes shall march to hasten 
thf®®ys of justice, new legions of Joong 
warriors shall be trained to discipline and to 
baftle, under the paternal eye of those war- 
like magistrates, of those senators generals, 
who with so happy a zea4 h^ve already formed 
brave men to replace those whom war has 
snatched from the country, or who have 
been restored to their families. — His Majesty# 
will have a superabundance of ^ means to 
realise his pacific views, or to execute his 
warlike projects. To the powerful armies 
of his faithful allies, his Majesty will unite, 
f6r common defence and triumph, so for- 
midable a mass, that success will not long 
be doubtful.— So just a cause will not be 
vainly defended by so much force, and pro- 
tected by so man^ powers. A league so 
imposing in its elements, so generous in its 
policy, so just in its objects, so great in its 
means, will at length bring back onr enemies 
to justice through fear, or to submission 
through victory. 

Holland. Commercial Decree, —Jan, 

23, ISOS. 

. ^Considering that every European nation 
ought to co-operate with all its might to the 
triumph of the cause of the continent, in a 
content which will dot be of long duration, 
and whose result is not doubtful. Consider- 
ing that our pwsrticular duty as well as the 
dearest interests of our people command us 
to accede in all points to the desires of his 
Majesty the Emperor of the French, our il- 
lustrious brother, and even to surpass his 
hopes. Considering that the indemnitjiand 
]^ef which our kingdom has a right to de- 
maryl and expect depend entirely upon the 
powerful intervention of France. , Coxisider- 
iNig, In fine, that however great the sacrifi- 
ces hitherto made by this country may be, 
and how’ever painftil its situation, both under 
the relations of commerce and those of fi- 
ipance, it is of much greater interest to dissi- 


pate all the doubts that might exist with re^ 
spect to our*intcntions, and to prove lo Eu- 
rope, in the most signal manner, our attach- 
ment, and that of onr people, to the com- 
mon cause; have decrce<} and do decree as 
follows: — Art. I. From the* publication of 
the present decree all the ports of our king- 
dom shall be shut against all ships, whatever 
bo their denomination. Those only are ex- 
cepted from this disposition, (and provision- 
ally till a new order,) of which mention is 
made in the 2d article. — II. Armed ships of 
our allies are not included in the., exclusion 
directed by the preceding article. Tht'y may 
enter and quit our ports, and bring in their 
prizes by conforming to the ordonnances is- 
sued relative to the entrance and departure 
of ships of war. — III. Ships of the allies or 
neutral ?powers, which may enter our ports 
to avoid the danger of the sea, shall have no 
communication with the interior of our 
kingdom. They shall be subjected to qua- 
rantine, and be under the most severe super- 
intendance. The commandant of the port 
shall make them pnt to sea as soon as the 
weather shall permit.— IV. Fishing boats 
are under the direct superin tendance of the 
civil and military authorities upon the co:^st. 
These authorities shall take care, on their 
responsibility, that no communication take 
place, by means of the fishermen, with the 
enemy’s ships and other ships. To that end, 
there shall be placed as a sentinel, a soldier 
on board each lishiiig boat. On the netuifn 
of the boat, the sentinel slfall make his report 
of what has passed during the fishery, con- 
trary to the dispositiems of the present de- 
cree and the ow^er of the boat and crews 
shall ipj^jsecutefl with aft the rigour of th# 
laws. Given at Utrecht, 23d January. 

Fbance. — —Decrees for raising Conscripts 
* and for uniting certain Countries with 
France , — 23d Jan, 180S. 

The Conservatory Senate assembled to 
the number of members presented by act 
go, of .the act pf the Constitution of the 
22d of Frimaire, year 8, having considered 
the project of the Senatus Consultum, drawn 
in the form prescribed by article 57 of the 
constitutional act of the loth Thermidor, 
year id. — After Imviiig heard on the mo* 
lives of the said project, the orators of the 
Councibof State, and the report of the fe- 
cial Commission nominated in the sitting of 
the Kith of this month ; the adoption hav- 
ing been discussed with the number of voioes 
prescribed by article 50 c.f thu organic 
Senatus Consultum of the Iblh of Ihermi- 
dor, year 10, decrees as follows*— Art. i. 
Eighty ihousaiii OSmscripts gt the Conscrip-. 
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tion of the year 1800, are placed at the dis- | reserve to himself the e ipire. Jn this posi- 
posal of government. 2. They shall beita- tion, all powers could and ought to^pxpect 
ken from among the youths born between from each other a mutual support— And at 
the 1 st of Jan. 1789 , ^ and Jan. 1 , 17 <) 0 . what a moment did Portugal litray the cause 
3. They shall be employed, should there of the continent ? Ought^Ei^laiid to expect 
be occasion to complete the legions of re- still to hatjie an ally, when, exercismg' her 
serve of the interior, and the regiment hav- violence on every sea, 5 he,ineuaced the new 
ing; their depots in France. — ^I’he present world as well as the old; attacked, without 
Senatus Consiiltum shall be transmitted to any motive for aggression, the flag of the 
bis Imperial and Royal Majesty. Americans, and dyed (heir own shordS with 

We require and command, that these pre- their blood — when, scandalously famous by 
•ents, sanctioned by the seals of state, and the disasters of «Copenhagen, which she sur- 
iuserted in the Bulletin des Loix, shall be prised in the insist of peace, she sought, in 
addressed to the courts and tribunals, and the pillage of her arsenals, for some sad and 
ftdm'inistrative authorities, that they may be bloody spoils.— But the scandal of this un- 
inserted in their respective registers, and ob- derstanding between the Portuguese govern- 
served, and caused to be observed ; and our mont and England may be traced to other 
Grand Judge, the Minister of Justice, is times.* When Phigland meditated, in TS53, 
charged to superintend the publication. the rekindling in Europe that war which 

Napoleon. your Majesty has so gloriously terminatfcd. 
By another Decree of the Conscr\atory she sent a fleet to Lisbon; the ministers had 
Senate, in the same form, and in a like confcrencc.s — time his developed the object 
manner signed by Buonaparte, the towns of and the result. — Have not the English squa- 
KehJ, Wesel, Cassel, and Flirshing, are to dron sent to the River Plate touched at Ja* 
be united to the French Empire. Kehl to peiro? Did not the troops sent to Buenos 
the department of the Lower Rhine ; Cassel Ayres and^onte Video receive provisions 
to the department of Mount Tonnerc; from the Brazils? Those distant succours 
Wesel in the department of the Roer; and may have escaped the attention of Europe; 
Flushing in the department of the Scheldt. but she saw Portugal receive and victual in 

* her ports the English ships destined to block- 

FaANCE.— of the Minister of Fo- ade Cadiz, to attack Constantinople and 
reign Affairs relative to Portugal. Made Egypt ; those which were to land troops in 
in Oct, 1807j and published an. 24, Naples to stir up revolt; those which were 
^808. to introdiu^e English q;»erchandize' upon all 

There is no scwerei§n in Europe w'ho the coasts of thei Medilcrranean, though 
does not acknowledge, that if his territory, Portugal knew all the ports in the South 
his jurisdiction should be violated to tlie were shut against them.— A F^'ench consul, 
detriment of your Majesty,' he would bgi^e- | whom Portugal had acknowledged and ad- 
sponsible for it. If a Frencu ship^wp’v seiz- | mitted to (he exercise of his functions in the 
ed jn the port of Triest, or Liiibon, the go- port of Faro, has been taken from his house 
vernment of Portugal and the sovereign to by the intendant of the customs, sent to 
whom Trieste belongs, would have to coiisi- prison, taken out only to be exiled, and 
der that violence and damage done to youf the Portuguese government refused for.Ji^nsje 
Majesty's subjects as a personal outrage^- months to repair that outrage. — Protcstation» 
they could not hesitate to compel England of neutrality ill concealed this hostile con- 
by force to respect their territory and their duct. The court of Lisbon should have ex- 
ports ; if they adopted a coi^frary conduct, if plained itself without shuflling. Your Ma- 
they became accomplices of the wrong done jesty proposed it to accede to the system of 
by England to your ^ibjects, they would the continent, and had it done so, you would 
place themselves in a state of war with your have forgotten every thing.— Far from de- 
Majesty. When the Portuguese government ferring to your Majesty’s proposal, the Por- 
suflered its ships to be •visited by English tuguese government had no other solicitude 
ships, its independence was violated by its tliantliat of inform ing the court of London, 
own consent, by the outrage done to 4s flags, of tranqiiillising England relative to her 
as it would have been had England violated terests, of guaranteeing the safety of the Eng- 
its territory and its ports. — ^The enemy ought lish and of their property in Portugal, 

to 4)6 placed in a state of interdict, in the ' (To be continued.J 

midst of the seas, of which he pretends to 

Prmted by Cox and Baylis, No. 7S* Great Queen*Street, and published by R. BagAbaw, Brydges Streetf 
Coveai G^eD» where former Nombers may be had ; sold also by J. Buddj Crown and Miue^ Pall-Mall 
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** The civility of this man is vroiukitul : he spares us the tiouble of contraMirting him, by conttathctiiig 
** himself, ^ay, lie goesstilf tuither, and, by pioving hmibclf to be a luj, spates us the pain of callins 
him so.”-— — *Poi*ii, LcTThns. • 
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TO 

WILLIAM UOSf^OE, Esq. 

Letter ly. 

SlR> 

Tlie part of youf pamphlet, 
which remains to be examined, is, as yon 
state, intended to show, that a peace with 
>’/SRce, to be made as soon as possible, up- 
on tlie terms before projjosed by her. is ab- 
^lutely necessary to the safety of England, 
and that nothing hut a political suicide, a 
total incapacity to ^^.eet the bounties ol 
Providence and to improve its blchsings, 
can induce us to hesitate for a moment, as 
to the course we ought to puisue.** Jf 
you had, by any regular cliain <jf' reasoning, 

’ founded upon admitted, or notoi ioiis^ facts, 
endeavoured to make the truth of these as- 
sertions app'ircnt, it would have requiied 
but a short space, wherein to answer you j 
but, you have mingled, or, rather, nu'.hed 
•up, so much of history and of other matter 
along with the aignrnrnt which you employ, 
that, after much paips taken to pick out the 
latter from the fcfrnicr, I find myself obliged 
to follow you through thick and thin. 

Amongst the, fatal conseqnciices of the 
Danish expedition, yon mention our loss of 
all continental allies. ** In every contest,” 
say you, “that may henceforth take place 
** between France and England, British 
** courage a/one must be employed, and Bri- 
*L^Jp h blood must flow. We arc nov/ ef- 
factually deprived of those /jo«;er/h/ allies, 
who hitherto engaged the attention pf 
“ our enemies, and rendered the continent 
the theatre of war.’* Sentiments of the 
same turn are expressed by you elsewhere, 
and, it must not be forgotten, that^ou set a 
high value upon Hanover (a thing which 
France has to ofTef* us), and tell us, that, if 
we had but accepted of Napoleon's tarms. 
of peace, we might have had our sl^^rc of 
^^fluence upon the continent. Tliis is your 
language, and these are your sentiments, 
you ore endeavouring to impress your 
readers with an idea of tlie evils of the Da< 
nish expedition! apd to indpee tliem to be- 
lieve, that the terms of peace, which were 
efliired by France; were iuch as We ought to 


have accepted of. But, by-and-byyou have 
to say sonieiiiing about continental connec-^ 
tions, as considered with regard to the peace 
that may now be made j and then, it being 
your object to induce us In insist upon no- 
thing that Biionaparle is likely to wish not 
to grant, your sentiments are quite altered j 
and you leil us, lh.it you Impe, that “ fo- 
“ reign subsidies will never again be advert- 
“ ed to, but to It' cievaied/' Jn another 
place, that, “ if, instead of blindly aiming 
\ at continental htfluence and connections g 
I “ we duly estimate our own interests, ira- 
I “ portance, and security, \vc may regard all 
I “ theeflbrts of France to rival us, as a ma- 
“ litime power, without dismay. 'I'he ba- 
“ lance of power, that chimerical source 
** 7var and bloodshed, now exists not even 
“ in name. Let us attend more to ourselves 
** and less to our neighbours.” All fhis 
would have been very well, if it hud stood 
by itself ; if it had not appeared in the same 
pamphlet with your afleried larnent-ilion at 
the fatal conpcquenccs of the Danish expedi- 
tion, amonget width yow number the loss of 
our “ powerful allies upon the continent,'* 
wdiich loss has le*t us, for our defence, 
*f British coujSge and BritisJi blood alone** 
Buf',«?T]ihad two purposes to answer, and 
but one matter lo w ork upon. You wanted 
to persuade us that the 'Danish expedition 
had produced a fatal conscijuence to us j and 
you also wanted to persuade us, that leaving 
the wliolc of the conlinenl with all its ports 
and arsenals, in the hands of Napoleon, 
would not be at all dangerous to ns. To ef- 
fect the former^ purpose, It was necippatir to 
set a ^Igli value upon the aid we derived 
from continental cosiuections; to efFect. 
hatter purpose, it was necessaiY tp decry 
tho^ connections, and to represent Kngtand 
as self^ependen tdbr her safety. Y ou want- 
ed to blow both hot and cold, and, if yoa 
had (]por gentleman !) but one mouthi it 
was nature's fault, and not yours. 

But, we are" now' coming to a passage, M 
the penning of winch you must oertaitily 
have invoked the genius of the great Tailey^ 
rand, and at the conclusipp of which 
must h^ve bridled up ]rpi^Ahead^;yrtth a 
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congratulatory smile, sayiog, there, petti- '' terested and unprincipled iudividu^ i'* 
** foggers, match that \( yoacai\.'* It has that it is demonstrated, that the disagree* 
been thought, and said, by many persoiN, ** ment arose from publications in this 
that the Frenoh aim at the destruction of our country.*' But, here again, niggarBly 

constitution, liberties, and religion; and, as nature has^ refuse<l you the^xwo mouths, 

the destruction of them would naturally be When you wanted to causTe it*tobe believed, 
included in the conquest of England, the that Englanfi began the war withoui any rea* 
F esich do, in my opinion, aim at that de- sonable cause, and that there existed, in 
stiiiQtion. By V ay of combatting this opt- reality, nO grounds of hostility, and nd 
nion, you ask : At what period, since the grounds of alarm as to the designs of Buona- 

revolution in France, has the French go- parte, then it was necessary for you to find 

** vernment profmed to us, that we should out the real rating of the war, and that cause 

** relinquish, or divest ourselves of, our con- was, the offence which Buonaparte took at 

stitution,* Hbeities and religion?” To the publications ih England ; but non*, when 

whom did you address this, Sir ? Certainly your object is to persuade us, that your great 

you must have supposed, to the most base friend (I must call him so, however it may 

or the most stupid of mankind You are a shock your modesty), has not the* least de- 

fit person, indeed, to complain of insults to sire ta do any thing thatf can, ** in -the 
the comr^ on sense and common feeling of ** slightest degree, imiinge upon the inde« 
the nation ; yon, who have the impudence “ pendence ot EngLuid>” you find it nece**- 
coolly to desire us to believe, that tlieFrench sary to speak \ery lightly of the complaint 
do not wish to de-troy us as an independent about our licentious press,” and to tell us, 

nation, because they never have made to us a that, befoie the war troke out, those corn- 

formal proposition to give our consent to plaints weie abandoned, and, at last, 
such destruction. Verily, if 3*our verbal dis- ** foiiued no part of the discussions:” in 
course be like your written, the rabble of 6lher words, that the publications from the 
Liverpool treated you with unaccountable press were the cause of the war, and 
ft^rbeamnee. You proceed to tell us, that that what you have befote asserted, upon 
neither in the negociations of 1301, lb03, that subject, was a wilful falshood. 
or 1806, do we tind traces of any propost- Barefaced aud disgusting as these contra- 
tion on the part of Fiance, whitn could dictions are, however, they are quite equal- 

infringe, in the slightest degree, upon the led by some which are yet to be noticed. 
independence, x\\Qinteie\t, or the prosper You tell us, that the cause of war now al- 
' of this country.” You may know, ledged is, that if peace were once esta- 

though I do not, how toihstingui'ih between blished, it would en^le France io create a 

national interest** and prosperity,” or ** marine, by u Inch she might overpower 

you may, from your intimacy with John Doe ** tlie Biitish navy and subjugate the coun- 

and Richard Roe, think, thpi tautology is a ** try.” These words you ihsert as a quo* 
beauty in compo’^i^ion ; but;* as to thg^ub- tation, but without reference, for a reason 
stance of w'hat you say. It L this, from best known to yourself. No, Sir ^ this also 
the beginning to the end. Fiance has not, is false. It is not thus, that the objectors to 
in any of the three negociations,. proposed peace express thenaselves ; for this w'oiild be 
0/7 7 one thing, to which we had any solid to declare for ** perpetual war,” a declara- 
ground of objection; an assertion, which, tion, which, with your usual attenffSiTto 
from my soul, I believe, Arthur 0*Connor trutli, you have ascribed to us. We say, or, 
himself would not, for his character's sake, 1 do, at least, that, if we were now to make 
venture to make m the face of tho world, peace with Napoleon, leaving him in posses*- 
YdoKnpeSar to bb aware of an exception that sion of alUthe ports and naval ariienals upon 
oveti ymx political friends (if you have any) the continent, and without making any ati« 
ifHght^ish you to hav6 made with to puIatioo'Vo prevent the creation of a marine, 
fhe psbposiiions, made through iUldreqasy, that he would, in a very few years of poaoe, 
sedative to the press, and the seeches in create a navy sufficient to overpower us; 
Yatlinment; but, say yod, even the com* and* that, therefore, we oughMo keep on 
plaints made by the Flinch ruler against the #ar, tilt we can obtain the separating of 
ahe of the British nyess were someof the maritime states from him, ore 
** abandoned, and eventnaHy formed no stipulation such as 1 have mentioned;«fae* 
** liart of the dficuiii^loiis;*^ though you bad, cause, in the case of a peace, nqvr made, 
he>oieidisibn injftnite palm to inculcate a be- without such stipulation, Weponld notdis- 
lief, ili#ti$o|)resent war arose whoUp from mantle a ship or disband a regiment; tbft 
the pub^rioss in Ehgland against Buona- the expences of peace would be equajit to 

* ibaf biltigated by a few in** the expences of war, and the danger mfi; 

^ * 
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nitely greater ; tbit be wcml^ obtain repose^ cuc^ ui with the other } Wbeii it. tt 
ood ^at we aboald receive an aogmentaUon putpoae toi* sooth us into peaces we ate told 
of. inquietude; that he, never having any that it la a mark of insanity to suppose thsd 
apprebensionf of us, would have leisure to France can ever ^val the naval power of 
mature bis maritime projects* while our na- England, but, when yo^ take up thecudgeiii 
yy-must from tbeVery nature ol^ its constitu- we are warned to take care how we provoke 

tion become, day after day, in a state less her to become a naval ]>ower. While the 

forididable^han it now is. Thij is what I former scheme is in your mind» )^u telf us, 

have, over and over again, stated ; and, if that France, even in the best days of her 

you had taken this statement, you would navy, was unable to cope with. Holland, 

' have had something to answer. But, now, quite forgetting to tell us that Holland now 
let us hear what you say in trder to convince makes part of France ; but, wh^en you come 
us of the absurdity of the alarm aitsing again to your cudgelling operations, you do 
from the notion, that geace, now made, not forget this circumstance, but remind us 
upon the terms proposed by France, will that almost every maritime state in Europe 
enable Napoleon to create a marine. You is now Under the absolute controul of France, 
tell us, that I^ancc is, by nature, not a or, as you, with your accustomed candour, 
na<® power ; that, in the most pre^perous choose to express it, “ associated witli her 
days of her navy, she was unable to cope ** in the same cause.” But, sir, to your 
with the Beets of Holland ; that those per- argument, there is a little deficiency in ^iiit 
sons are almost insane, who seem to imagine, of analogy, to which, in your next edition, 
that, because Buonaparte has been so sue- it may not be amiss for you to attend. Give 
cessful by land he must, if he turn his atten- me leave to place it before you in as clear a 

tion that way, be equally successful by sea ; light as [ can. France {you say), at die be- 

and that, therefore, we may safely malie ginning of her revolution, was not military 
peace, leaving dreams of alarq;^ to the un- (false in fact) ; the attack upon her made 

* manly creatures who entertain them. But, her not only military but a military con* 

lest your powers of soothing should fail, you, queror, and that because the nations of 
a little further on, try the effect of threats, the continent became her instructors in tni- 
and tell us, that, if we will not make peace, lilary tactics,” France (you say) is not now 
then Buonaparte may, and, in aU likelihood, naval; but a perseverance in a naval war, 
•will, beat us by sea. You say, that, in the on our part, will, or at least may, as in the 
commencement ot the Fiencli revolution, other case, make her not only naval, but a 
France was not m'^itary; that the attacks naval conqueror. No, sir; andifyonhhve 
made upon her nWe her military ; that, if deceived yourself by this sort of logic, your 
she had been left yuiet, she would not have brain is of that kind which Swift describes 
become formidable to her neighbours ; that as not capable of bearing many skumming^, 
she was compelled, in her defence, to take \ on quite oveijbok the want of similarity 
a government purely military; that, '"in in the eijcumstances. If was (taking your 
like manner,*' France is not now a naval fact for granted), at the beginning of her 
power (though she has been ** attacked " war that she was not military ; but it is at 
by a navy for many years), and, if left in a the end of fifteen yeais of war that she is 
would not be a tall likely mot naval, though the war has, all along, 

. to httempt it ; but, if compelled to assume been naval as well as military, ns the total 
it, if threatened with perpetual war, if destruction of her fleet, old as well as new, 
karrassed from year to year by protracted is, to her, at least, a convincing proof. For 
fiostilities ; if compelled to become naval your argument y) have been worth any thing, 
for her own safety ; then it is impossible as applied to the pujpose which you had in 
to say that the same spirit whicl\ hoB been view, there should liove been no naval wet 
manifested by land may not be excited by all this^ time ; or, you should have been able 
sea, an event greatly to be dreaded, and to say, that France was destitute of a navy 
the more to be apprehended, as she is in and that* now, in consequence of 
now associated, iatliere^/ccasrr^^ with our ** attack” upon her, she hid drilled 
almost every maritime state ill Europe.” liersoiynto a formidable naval power. The 
^Foor, injured, harrassed” France, '‘com- nations of Europe,” you tell us, *' have been 
pefied’* to become naval for her own her rffs/rat/ors in military affair's,” and yob 
safety !** Never was there any thing ut- express your fear, (hat, unless we n^ke ' 
tered so devoid of principle as this. I defy iieacc, we shall, in like niauner, ** li*ame 
the Old Baifejt to produce such an advocate, her instructors in naval affairs.” Beconie ! 
And SQ, ymi wish to tame us as they do Now, really, sir, 1 must cbaige .you, itl yoor 
dephsnts ; stroke us with one hand and capacity of pleader for France, as being very 
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ungrajeful ; for, have we not been endea- 
vouring to instruct her these fifteen long 
years, in afi sorts of naval affairs, in battles 
of all ^izes, and in all p^rts of the world, 
not forgetting to givp, as it were purely for 
her sake, here and there a lesson to her al- 
Tics. even unto those nations, who “ aie 
** now associated with her in the same 
** cause ** (say ^nod cause in your next edi 
tion, to make the thing complete) j and, if 
they bavef. not one of them, profited fioin 
our instructions, in all that time, v^hat lea- 
aon is thereto suppose, that they will begin 
now to profit from them ^ This is your 
main argument ; upon thi'» aigiimcnt you 
ring all the changes; and in this aigunient, 
which is one of experience, you are com- 
pletely beaten, fifteen years ot experience 
having proved, that, iu aear, France, though 
having for her principal object, the destine 
tion of England constantly in view, and 
though having at her conimind almost all 
the naval force of the continent t'f Euiope, 
has been daily sinking a» a maritime sbrie ; 
and, yet you uould fain mike us believe, 
that the only way to pie\ent her fium be- 
coming formidable at sea is io make peace 
with her, and that, too, upon teims, which 
shall leave her in quiet pO‘>sc3sion of all the 
means which the continent affords for the 
creation of a na>y. \'our proposition, 
stripped of all its useless words, and con- 
nected with undeniable fact, is this : the 
only danger which ve have to appioliend 
from the hosliliiy of Fiaiu e, is, ll at she may 
create a navdl force ; bhe has now, and has 
had for some years, aimo-t the whole of the 
naval means of iJie coiiline^it at her di*?- 
posal ; we have b6=n at war vvitl^^jer for 
fifteen years, and she b is been daily sinking 
in naval power ; ilfrtjoie, in order to pre- 
\cnt her from rising In nav.U power, let ns 
jnake pe^Rc with her as soon as possible, and* 
hiaist upon no stipulation that shall prc\ent 
her from making use of the absence of our 
naval force for ibe creating of a 'naval force 
of •her own. This is, disg4r.se it how you 
wilh the advit'e winch you give to your 
Country; advice which«no man would give, 
who was not the enemy of bis country, or, 
at least, who, from want of real patriotism, 
had not suffered his spi to against his party 
opponents to get the better of every higher 
corj^iderati<7n. . ^ 

You admit, air, for argumeufs sake, that 
Franexs would, ili case ot peace, increase her 
navy so as to threaten the independence of 
England ; and, under tliis admission, you 
ask : “ What is our remedy against it ? 
The answer,** ^oii continue, is ready^ 
from the whole tribe of' aiamiists ; rau- 
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PETUAL WAR. Tliis lYthc nv 9 tved object 
of all their exertions, the sole preservative 
against their tenors. Continually haiuit- 
ed in imagin ition by the sp^tre, Buona- 
** parte, they cannot sleep in iwace, unless 
the blood off I heir fellow suhjecuVbe daily . 
and hoinly flowing in their defence, in 
every pi^it oflhewoild.” For maliilnan^ 
aspersions there is nothing like a philan- 
thropist by trade ; but, .sir, wliile youVere 
draw/ing such a hateful picture of the cow- 
ardice of othci'T, you certainly forgot those 
symptoms of uiifc-Mgnecl fear, which yuu ex- 
hibited at rdverpool, where }oii retreated at 
the vtry'Ionnd of thevniteof } our oppo- 
nents, ci) ing, if we aie to believe the pub- 
lidied re])ats, like a stout , Italian, w'hen a 
liitic hliickguard of a Inzcn yeais old 'has 
gi^en a hoist to his boaid ot buttle images ; 
\un must havtj forgcjitcMi this, or )ou wouIU 
have shown some compassion for the cow- 
aidiccofus, who ue,'3i least, your coinitry- 
ineii. But, sir, wdieic is it that you have to 
refer to w Ii it you have here given as the an- 
ac*'er of tho^e whom you (brave man !) 
term the al.4i:mists ? JP'hn has ever said, that 
pcipctual war is the object of Ins exer- 
tioiis, and the side piescrvative” against 
the dangeis which he apprehends ? I be- 
lieve, that no one has ever said it, inpiint or 
oiUofpiint. But, J will tell you what w^e 
.say : we say, that a war to last until cur 
giand children are fatlieii of familieb ; that 
a war for a luindu'd ye^rs to come, would 
be preferable to the buhjiigat’on of our coun- 
try by Fiance; and, prelciable, too, to a 
peace, vvhicli, in our opinion, \vonld speedily 
lead to siuh siibjngitioii. 'Whether the 
sort of peace which you recommend would 
have thi-* effect, is a question which has 
bctoie bjcn discussed by me, ami which L 
shall not discuss again here ; but, thcil you 
feel conscious of the badness of your 
pretty evident from your having recoiirse 
to such flagrant inisrepres.c*nrations as that 
which t have just noticed. Perliyaps, 
however, it is in the way of induction that 
you have made this .statement of our senti- 
ments. ^'’e insibt, that perpetual v/ar U 
preferable to subjugation by France; we in- 
sist that pcr|)etual war is prefcTable to such a 
peace as would speedily lead to subjugation ; 
wesaf what soit of peace we should think 
preferable to war; you are, 1 suppose, 
opinion, that we shall get no such peacq as 

Sec RegisKr, present volume, page ()5, 
and svibscquent ariiclcs upon tlfe subject Of 
Peace', where I have used arguments, whicb, 
as far as my knowledge reaches, ito one has 
yet attempted to auavver. 
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(hl$ Walter $ and, hence yqu cotMiude, that we 
are for perpetual war, which, in this way, 
yoQ take u** to have openly avowed, as the 
sole prevcnti^ for the evil which we dread. 
But, observe, you take it for granted (tor 

• arg*anient's sake) that our apf)reheiision8 aie 
wdl/ound^, as^to iher/zeani that it W’ould 
pur into the Jiands of our enemv*; and how 
do y^u console us ? Why, by telling us, first,* 
that we have not the power, by (ontinuing 
the w'ar, to prevent the operation of those 
mean sj_ but, next, that the “ imtuensc pre- 

paiations for «ubduinj> A are not the vo» 
iuutnnj act of onr enemy, whcs has, pio* 
“ hahlij, other objects jn \iew; but are 
“ Jonod lipon him by the pmci^rfing hosti- 
ol (bis caiiufry, and the drel'ind pur- 
pose of wjoing ai;ainst him perpetual (var; 
‘^or, In other words, of contejiding w ith 
** him, till one of the two countries be de- 
stroyed as a naiion and subjngatf'd to the 
" will of the othei ’ *Jt is useless to repeat 
the aocitsation of f.dshood, so often before 
prosed upon yon ; u is useless lo expresn 
one's contempt of j oar m'srepiex'ntationtf; 

• but, it is sidl les, nseJe-s to asl\fyon wdiere 
you have ever seen s ch a dctlaraiion on the 
part of hngland against France You do, 
indeed, quote a passive from the author of 
JFat h PisiTf/iu': “ He (Buonapjitc) s,iys 
** there !•* Kxmi enougli in the world for 

him and us. ’ Tis f iKe*, theie is not room 
enouoh m it for his new^ despotism and 
the Jihertics o/ J^ngland.” W'herenpon 
you, like a true pettifogger, ask: How 
** did, then, the Idieriies of England exist 
so long in the Aame w'oild with the (indent 
goutrrnient of Eraiice? Or, why were 
** Air. Pilt and his friends so anxivuis to es- 
tablish that go\ernmcpt?’* What a mise- 
rable quibble! H it not evident, that the au- 
thor of irar in Disguise W’as not talking 
'adopiTfie intem d doqrotisin of Buonaparte > 
Is it not minifest that ho was speaking of 
his univeisnl despotism, and pariicnhrly of 
4he elterl ol h).s power over the maritime , 
states of tJie woild, to induce England 
to •‘•et about counteracting the eft’ect of 
w-luch power was the avow'od Object of 
the pamphlet in qiiestion? A man who can 
guilty of such glaring misconstruction ; 
who can wulfully expose himself to the ina- 
putatiuLii of Ignorance, rather than fore^ the 
Wvantvige to be derived from falshood, is 
vreB worthy of being the advocate of the 
cause you have e.sponsed ; but, he might, 
methinks, h 4 ve spared us his moral rejec- 
tions and his references to holy writ, 'I’here 
is indeed, one W3y, m which we may be said 
to force Buonaparte to make vast prepara- 
tions for invading us, i^iely, in r^uhhg to 


put on his ^oke nuietiy. It is the second 
•blow that makes the battle,** say the Qua- 
kers) and, as towards the Emperor Napo- 
leon, you, Sir, Appear to be a perfect 
Friend.’* l*he refusal of the Prince of 
Portugal to make a fraudulent seizure of 
Englisb property, held under the sanctioa ol 
the law, you term a “ perseveiing, after re- 
peated rcmonsti*ances, in the maintaining 
of alliances supposed to be iirjurious to a 
bclligerthf and successful power)’* and 
our conduct you debcnbe by the wwds 
persez^enng bobtility that iato say, that 
by our pcrsexeiing in a refusal to submit to 
Napoleon's terms, we /orcc him to make vast 
prepaiations tor inx’ading and conquering us. 
“ Under snc/i circumstances,*’ you proceed, 
there can be no doubt that every effort 
will be nude by him for the invasion of 
'* these islands.” And then you go en again 
with your throafs. But, Sir, why do you 
not address } ourself to him ^ Since you fitftl 
us so '' persevering;” so mulishly obstinate 
111 our reluctance to put our heads into the 
yoke, wh) do yon not ask him to think of 
some terms of peace that wre shall look upon 
as sale ? This is a way of putting an end to 
thv* w'ar, tliai has not, it would seem, come 
athwait your mind; and yet, there appeae^ 
to be nothing unnatural in the idea ; unless, 
indeed, jou regard it as the height of pre- 
sumption in us to think of any terms 
not stnctly conformable to the dict;*^cs 
of bis promnigataii will. In that case 
your conduct is consistent, w'hatever people 
may think of you as ^ legislator and a patriot. 

Suspecting, apparently, that the infaJlibi- 
litv id your ow'h judgmei^t may be doubted 
by some lew persons, at least, you appeal 
for a pre‘*umjnivc proof of the inotfensive- 
of the vicvvs of France, to the opinions 
of the several ®ets of ministers, upder W'hom 
ne^ociations have been carried on wdth her 
for the termination of war. You tell us, 
that Lord Sid mouth and his colleagues, in 
1801; that the same ministry, in 1S03)' 

Lord C>rcn\ illc rftid Mr. Fox, in 1S06; per- 
ceived no such objections to a pacitieation aa 
the fears of the alarmVis have now discover- 
ed; and that even the present mini.sters, 
“ have acknowledged, in the face of Eu- 
** rope, that there w^^s no substantial cause 
'' for hostility between France and this 
country, either from apprehensions of 
this, or of any other, nature ; but, that 
** the war vvas continued on account^ of 
Russia and that his majesty w'asron^ 
t«*ndingyor interests not kis own.'* This 
falbhood 1 have exposed on^e before; but, 
In this place, k is stared still mo.*e distinctly, 
and, therefore, shall agau be poi|(ed ou 
• * • » 
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TJie words of the declaration ^ere, that 
the ne^ociation was broken off' iipdn 
points, immediatehj $iffcct\ng, not his ma- 
'' jest v’s own interests, bfit those of his ira- 
** penal ally.** Now, was this a declara- 
tion, in the face of Europe, that his majesty, 
in continuing the war, was “ contending 
for interests not his own ^‘* And, that 
‘there was no mlstantiaf cause for war bc- 
tween England and France, but that the 
“ war was continued on account of Russia 
only y* What an impudent misconstruc- 
tion ! What'a scandalous attempt to mislead 
the uninformed! Besides, what was this fa- 
mous ncgociation of 1805? To hear you. 
Sir, would not anyone suppose, that it was a 
ucgocintion, just upon the point of ending in 
a treaty of peace, when home demand of 
ours in favour of Russia came, unfortunately, 
and broke all oft' again ^ To hear you, w'ho 
would not imagine that this was the case ? 
But, the fact is, as the tact pretty generally 
is with respect to your representations, 
completely the reverse; for this promUing 
oegociation, instead of being upon the point 
of ripening into a treaty of peace, bad 
scarcely begun to show blossom, when it 
wah blasted by a dispute about the basis, that 
to say, about the foundation upon which 
the negociatprs should begin to talk at out 
terms. The ncgociation, in truth, never 
really began, it nc\er existed; and we call 
th< silly thing, which was going on in lb05, 
n ncgociation, only becauce we have no w'oid 
w'hereby to characterize it. Yet you speak, 
all along, of the negociation as an nlVair of 
great importance , you spenk of the parties 
as being agreed as^o tenuA ; *jikI you express 
your approbation of those terms, as well you 
may, for they arc the dear oft'spring of your 
own prolitic brain. Such a way of repre- 
senting transactions, may do very well lor 
the Lives of Lorenzo de* Medici and Pope 
Leo the Tenth; but with regard to transac- 
tions of yesterday a little more fidelity is re- 
quired. llic sev'eral sets of mnnsttfrb, to 
whose opinions you have tippvaled against 
the alarmists,*' all be.ir witness against 
yotu 111 1801, Lord ^dmouth and bm col- 
leagues expressly declaied, that they bad 
made peace “ by way of experiment,'' and 
accompanied this dedaratioti with another, 
that a large peace establishment would be 
necessary, m order to keep us upon our 
guard against probable dangers ; which de- 
eUyation, as you well know, was complained 
iHr bv Buonaparte. In IB03, the same mi- 
nisters declaied, that we were at war with 
Buonapartd, leaause we could not Hue in 
peace with him ; and they repeatedly .stated* 
their s.tspicions of bis hostile designs even 


during the short interval, of peace. After 
breaking off the negociation of 1806; the 
late ministry solemnly declared, that the 
“ restoration of the general trabquillity was 
retarded only by the ifyjustice and ambi* 
tion of tile dnemy," I'hese are excellent 
authorities for you toappeal*to irw corrobora- 
tion of ycfiir opinion, that the views of 
France are just and moderate; that| the 
manner in which the last negociation was 
put an end to is a proof, that there is now no 
rational object in continuing the war. and e 
ground whereon for the people to proceed in 
petitioning the king to hasten negociations 
lor i^eacc. 

Thus, Sir, have I had the patience to go 
through the whole of your paSnphlet ; aad, I 
inusf say, that so much misicpresentation, 
misconstruction and falshood, accompanied 
with so little tiutli and sound reasoning; so 
much assurance with so little candour ; so 
much malice with so little wit ; so much 
profession of morality and religion with so 
little of the practice of either, I never before 
ifiet with in any one of the hundreds of po- 
litical publitations whereon it has fallen to 
my lot to remaik. You appear to me not 
only to have laid aside, or set at nought, that 
conscience, of which you speak so feelingly 
HI yoitr preface, but also to have been so in- 
fatuated as to suppose that theie was not, in 
thcwliole English nation, one single person 
capable of detecting youi miserable attempts 
at deception. As to 'your paiiiahty for 
France, which is tooglaiing to be denied, 

I do not impute it to a desire on your part to 
see that country conquei youlr own. You 
donotpiooccd that length in your wishes. 
That is a state of things, which, indeed, yon 
do not at all contemplate. You liave a liking 
for the rulers of France, partly because they 
are the enemies, not of your country, but of 
the politicians you hale in your cdUnV'yl' 
and paitly, I am afraid, because they are tri- 
unipbaiit. You owe the French rulers a 
grudge and the French people too, for hav- 
ing, by their actions as well as their solemn 
declarations, so completely belied your opi- 
nions add predictions ; but, you have not 
the courage to acknowledge your error, and 
you therefore still have an attachment to 
them, while you throw the blame upon the 
powdirs by whom they were, as you call it» 
attacked. Your excuse is, that they wcfC*' 
compelled to adopt a simple military det|K>* 
tism in tbeir own delence, forgetting, appa* 
rentiy, what is notorious to gll the world, 
namely, that, it was not 'till after they were 
out ol danger, nay, after they had brought 
their enemies to their feet, and trammed 
them onJer their feet. Chat they adop ei a 
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fim^ military despoti^nof. Tl|is you must 
kitowms well as the rest of mankind; you 
mu&t be satisiicd, that the French are« by na* 
ture« disquallAsd for the enjoyment of what 
we ^ call freedom that their minds are as 
• much averse from entertainidg the idea as 
oil iStaversaUVoniTmixiug with water; that, 
in short, a Napoleon, or some sueh master, 
they not only must have, but will have from 
choice. All this you must now clearly per- 
ceive ; you must, in your heart, despise the 
F rench ib r it 5 but, the worst of it is, take 
aw^ the French as objects *of your admira- 
tion and applause, and your sourod temper 
leaves you no object at all, which is a state 
of existence too dreary for any man to en- 
dure.* There if another feature in your 
pamphlet, which 1 dislike ; and that is, llint 
you never, by any accident, suggest a saving 
of the public money, though one would 
4hink that it must have occuried to you, ns 
being likely to contribute towards the light- 
ening of those burdens, of the weight of 
which 3^>ii fear the fatal consequences. TJie 
vile jobbing of the ministers; their greedi- 
ness ; their uniform propensity screen pe- 
<:n]ators ; their waste of the public money, 
in all manner of ways ; none of this do you 
blatne. You hate them only as bitter ene- 
mies of the French, and, in that light only it 
is that I view them with approbation. The 
^kte ministers were full as bad as the present, 
as to the management of the public money ; 
and, they were, besides, very cold indeed in 
their feelings for the honour of the country. 
Tliese present ministers have done more for 
the niainteunilce' of that honour than has 
been done before, since the year 1792 ; and 
for this reason I prefer them. You w^ould 
prefer them top, if you were not actuated by 
feelings of revenge, joined to your partiality 
for Franco; and, at any rate, if they have 
more formidable than your pen to 
resist, they are secure in their places for life ; 
for, the effect of every word, which you nt- 
Icr against them, is totally destroyed by your 
evident partiality towards your country's ene- 
mies. You hate your dog for devouring 
your eatables, but when you perceive that 
others hate your dog because h^keeps the 
thieves from breaking into your Bouse, you 
not only keep him, but your resentment 
against nim is a good deal softened hf the 
^9ihKX)very; and do you not think that the 
nation will be actuated by similar motives ? 

I am^ Sir# yours, &:c. &:c. 

Botley, , Wm. COBBSTT. 

March 1 , 1808 . 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

PcaisK Commeiicb/*-— — LT uder tliis 
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I head I must place the little which I think ft 
J nebessary to say, at present, upon the suN 
I jectof Mr« Ak'ihvr Young's letters, the 
, second of which vjVil be found in this sheet. 
The statement in this second letter, respect- 
ing the consequences of a lotjl stop to the 
importation of corn, is, at the first glance, 
truly alarming, so that I, who am not very 
apt to be scared by battalions of figures, have 
really started back at the array of Mr. 
Young. Haw'ng taken time to rally, bow* 
ever, 1 find that my alarm was groundless ; 
and, as the matter is of great pobiic impor- 
t.tnce, 1 cannot let it pass without some few 
observations respecting it. — 1 had said, n|)on 
a former occasion, that, compared with the 
annual consumption of the nation, the impor* 
ration of food was a mere trifle ; and that I 
believed, that, in no on 3 year, did the impoi- 
tation amount to more than Rufiicient to feed 
the people for one week. This Mr. Young 
says he was astonished at ; and he has now 
shewn, that the average annual importation 
of co|n, for 2() years 1 1st pa»t, has amounted 
to neaily, or perhaps quite, two millions of 
pounds sterling. Now, the population of 
Great Britain is 1 1 millions, and, it we allow 
the food of each indi\idual, taking one with 
the other, to cost about 4s. a week, 01 
week's food amounts to the two millions of 
pounds ; so (bat, if this rate of subsistence 
be admitted, I was not much out in my 
reckoning, and that the average consump- 
tioH of individuals ^surpasses four shillings a 
week there can, I think, very little doubt. 
It will nut do to tell me, that it is only corn 
that we aie hese speaking of, and that in- 
dividuals do not*conbume^s. worth of corn 
weekly; for, though this fact be conecr, 
I answer, that, if we have a plenty of every 
thing else but corn, we can do with less of 
that } and that, the only way of estimating 
is, to speak of food altogether.— -I wish 
IVlV. Young had informed us what quantity 
of provibions of various kinds is annually 
evportcd from Great Britain and Iielai\;l; 
for, 1 am incline to think, that the amount 
of it would surpass that of the imports. The 
shops in America, strange as it may seem, 
were tolerably well supplied with English 
cheese, which, of coarse, would remain at 
home, if we cea^ to receive American 
corn. Mr. Young does, however, say that 
the 8Q}9plics of corn from America are not 
worth speaking of; and I was glad to hear 
him say so, because, as the public will h^ve 
perceived, the American clan have been 
endeavouring to frighten us with the spectre 
of famine, to arise out of the cutting off of 

•these abundant supplies.** Great praise 

is due to Mr^ Young fur his rebearches, fur 
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his accuracy in detail, and for the ability Conannons, on tlae24tb of ^ebiuary. Th<a 
with which he disrusscii nil the sfibjccts c^f bill establishes imposts and prohibitions.witii 
which he treats j hut, Ido think, that he re<}pect to goods, going from England to the 
leaves the argiin}ents of hjr. Spem*e wholly Continent , and, as was obiervtid in my last, 
unanswered, it bcinjg impossible that any the rcgulauons adopted in the Orders will 
combination of facts can overact a principle, neccssaiily compel mo'll of the goods, w hith 


supported by vcnions, which caiiiKit be 
fcho^n to be enopcons. Be^i Ics, vrhat has 
Mr. Yonng’^ expciiei ce piovcd ^ Only this, 
that, at a Pi’i/ku! n* period, when mannfac- 
Mres wcre.ljp^;nishing wheat was cheap and 
agriculture upi>n the decline, ns indeed, it 
must necessarily be. I see no great evil in 
this, being 'Snxions only, that the point 
may be settled, that England can exist groat 
and free, indt pendent of commerce, by 
W'hich, observe, I always mean, liade with 
Jorei^n nations. ^Tliereis one oihrr to- 

pic, touched upon by Mr. Young, wliicli I 
wish to advert to for a nioiiicnt . I mean, 
his proposed General Enclosure I til. lliat 
8iich*a bill would be like the bed of Pio- 
cnistes ; that it would be an ontrageoub in 
vasion of pri.’ate propoity ; that it would fall 
upon title dtcds and lecordb withteelbas 
unsparing as thobe of a paper- mill ; that it 
would give lise lo conf i<.ion and li»igatu/n 
without end, must, I thii’k, be iv. dent to 
every man at all conversant in the divci'» 
tdfiures an I claims nppcit lining to the un- 
enclosed lands of this kingdom. But, wh»it 
good would it produce ? Would it tau‘»e 
more corn to be rai&cd > If it would, it 
wocld bo a calamity ; for corn is now too 
cheap ; at least, so ivoc s5»d the p.irli.imcnt, 
in their acts for expoituion. Would it 
cause more pel sons to be bcin and rained 
up ? Why, then, increase of consumption 
would go hand itf h^nd with in< lease of 
production} and no incio'’'eot abundance 
would take place. * But, my opinion it, 
that it would cause no iiicreri'»e at all in the 
quantity of food laiscd; and this opinion I 
shall retain, uiitil I see the UiUiU now m- 
producing cix?;/ , a crop more I 
than suflicient to pay all the expcncos of 
rent, taxes, and tillage. W^u-n I see such 
an accession of hands as to have biougiu out 
manure, and to have woikcd all the land, 
now enclosed, into this stale ; tlicn I shall 
say, enclose more land, for we cannot 
make this more pruduclivc}” but, while 
I se^ one third part of the enclosed land 
producing annually nothing at-alI,^or, at 
most, not half eiiuiigh to pay the cxpenccs 
of rent, taxes, and tillage, I shall continue to 
thiiik, that a General Endomre bill would 
be a vvondious monument of national folly. 

Orders itc Council bill giving 

eflect to the rules laid down in these Orders, 
glvK^ rise to a discussion^ in the House of 


the Continent icccivcb from iibroad, to pass 
throiigii ouj Cu'itoin-house. ArSongst the . 
aiticlo*, cninnciated in the bill was JesuiCs 
tiark, a Wbll known nieditinal drug. *Mi. 
Whitbread caught hold of this as a line topic 
of declamation, Riovcfl foi leaving out the 
aitirle, and insist'd lhat this was *’•* an' frt- 
human mode of wartaie just as if zt'chad 
begun it. ^llie object of tins bill, and of all 
the regulatioiib in question, is to retaliate 
upon the Kiiipoioi ot France|/or his decree, 
declaiin'g Kngi ind m a state of blockaSe } 
making it enm nal in any natioa hold any 
sort of comUiCiCial communication witR 
us, and providing a jmnishment for such 
Clime, placing us iinier an iiitcidictj de- 
priving us ot aid aiul comfort to be derived 
fiorn loictgn connection and inte»*course. 
What do wc " We lotaliato, but with Kss 
rigour, lorj^upon ceitain conditions, w'p al- 
low a commnnicMtiun with the Coi’tincnt. 
FTe makes no exceptions m favour of our sick* 
No cxciptious i{ all ; and why should we ? 
Mr. Whitbread’s loaic i-* tins ; “ if jou 
pi event the u moval ot disease, jou mustjj 
** on the same piinciple, wish its incieasej 
and this piinciple will leui to the piomo- 
lion ot poisoning and#assdssin ilion the 
conclusion he evidently aimed at being, that 
ilio-ie who appiove of this bill, would pro- 
mote assassination, if they had the opportu- 
nity. Mo, Sii ; for though I approve of 
this bill, I would not [iromote assassination 
any moie than you wxiiild , though I approve 
of the bn’, I do not wuh lo prevent the re- 
iiKiVil (d disease, any more than )ou wish 
tr> punent the u luoval of thirst by charging- 
sixp. iicea pot for your porter, when yba 
see many poor wi etches who cannot possibly 
gel It at that price. You cannot, 1 dare 
sell your porter cheaper without danger to 
your foitnne j nor can we suffer the hark to 
go to France without danger to our fortune 
as a nation, because the same argument; 
which will tHpply to the baik w'ill apply to 
every other article, the very object of the 
bill biiing to produce suffering and distress 
amongst those w^ho aio leagued together<^ 
whether willingly, or not, for onr destn^c* 
lion. You, Sir, like Mr. Roscoe, never 
seem to recollect, that the enemy has it, at 
all times, in liis power to put an end to this 
inhuman mode of warfare,** and that, 
too, by tbe simplest of all means^ namely, 
that ot ceasing to carxy it on himself. ** Ofa^ 



it } a fine story, indeed,^ to eicpect him 
it to recede !** Why, really, Sir, if we do 
I suffer-ourselvcs to yield lo insolent preten* 
tions like this, we aie uuwoUhy of being 
independent ; we no| only must polish as a 

luMioif, but we ought so to perish.* You 

aie dial me ^ lest rfapOleou's agents sbpuld 
go .to Ilfs hosiJil ils and say : Behq)i(l, here 

IS ail hdigleh act of parliament, which 
prevents you fjom obtain. ng a remedy tor 
your complam's.” If such v'ero to be 
tile conduct of lii'i agents, lln^eile-t, it ap- 
peai^W'tffe^ would be tins . the sick soldiers 
would say : Aye ! is it so, uicleod ^ Why, 

, “ then, that England is a ,;reat power yet. 
'' The acts. of that piiliamcnt aie mighty 
things lingl.i yd I-, not humbled, nor 
it so very easy to i oii(|uer her. Wliat ! 
can that parlia.neu^, tli* j, shut up all the 
fliannels of the boun iless ocean ? Why, 
then, Fiance, af'ei all oui fighting and 
conquering, is 1 rih better than a besieged 
town.*’ linsisMliir they uonld natii- 
rdly sn upfui beam ' «>nly one su’e of the 
sloiy ; but, if they nUi * to hear the other 5 
if they wi‘ie told, that this was, on#(iur pait, 
merely in a< t nt ictaiuiliou, and that they 
miglit Iiave Jesuit’s Baik the moment ihcT 
commander chose lo re\oke his interdict 
dgwiinst us, thoir execration would fsll upon 

Ills head and not upon ours. Mr. Wil- 

^ berforce was, upon this occasion, with the 
JcsuitMiaik p’lty He, acute gentleman, 
discoveied a distinction between this case, 
and the i:ase of a bcs*cged town. He saw, 
thai, in the latter case, a prohibition of this 
ooit might indiWv^Hi geneial to capitulate j 
but, that tlieie was not tlie least piobabilily, 
tint the prohibition pioposed w'ould put an 
e id to the present contest w'iih Fiance, 
Flitting an cud to the contest i> not imme- 
diately conU mplaied j whdt is in conteiu- 
.phlioii itr b) make ilic Continent lue the 
•elfecfs of abetting a man, who has sworn 
our desiniction, and who has placed us un- 
der ap interdict. Now, the people of the 
Conlinenr, in France as well as out of it, 
h^ve yet the power of giving vent and eflfect 
to their feelings, or they have not ; if they 
have, the sullerings which our prohibitions 
produce amongst them must lead to openly 
expressed hatred against him who is the 
jc-iuse of those prohibitions ; and, if ihey 
kaj-e tiiot, if the people of the. Continent 
are completely subjected to the will of 
.Napoleon, that no sutFerings can possibly 
iwove their passions 5 w’hy, then> how U it 
possible that any regulations of ours can 
>vor\ a change in their minds lo our disad- 
vantage) Bqt,, Mr. Wilbcrforce thinks it is 
certain^ that Napoleoa wiU have the bark^ 
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some how or other j; and,, that all wbioh we 
shall^ain wiUbe an addition of hatred from 
the people of France. As to an addition o( 
hatred, I am not dfi;atd of that. 1 believe 
they neither love nor bate us, any more than 
one can be said to love or hate an ox or a tat 
hog. They would willingly conquer us and 
pillage ns, if they could, fot which it wodfi 
be foolish in us to be angry with them, see- 
ing, that, if the occasion suited, we should 
be very hkely to conquer and pilLiga them. 
At this present iimc all we aim at is dejcnce $ 
one way of defending ourselves is \o weaken 
our enemy, and one way of wealSening him 
is to make him get jesuits baik at the ex- 
pence of a guinea an ounce instead of a 

shilling an ounce Mr. Whitbread re- 

ninded us, that, in case of a scarcity here, 
the enemy pi event us fioin receiving 

corn from the contment, by way of retalia- 
tion ) an 1 so starve us. But, he ha^aireadi/ 
cut oft* our cominu lication with the com 
countries of the continent ; and, does Mr. 
Whitbread suppose, that he would have 
opened the communication last month, if 
we had had a short haivest ? the idea is per- 
fectly luUculous. — — The same argument 
that has been urged against the piohibilion of 
jej»nit’s bilk will apply to all articles what-^ 
everj tor they all, in a greater or leas de-* 
gree, either directly or uubfcctly, are con- 
ducive to the convenience, and necessary to 
the w'arts of the people of the continent. 
By the cutting off of the supply of cottoiS 
some pel sons, at lca’>t* will^reaily suffer j all 
suffering is not upon a sick b‘d; but all 
suffering leads to^a sick bed ; if yon, ^Ir. 
Whitbread will |ay, prevent people from 
obtaining that which is nftessiry to keep 
them fiom suffeiing. you must, on the same 
principle, wish then suffoiings to increase ; 
and, as all suflenngslead to death, at a faster 
or sJow^er pice, this principle will lead lo the 
promotion ofpoisoning and a v»a5si nation — 
The truth is, that there was no foundation 
whatever for the objection, which was ma- 
nifestly brought friruard for the purpose df 
debate. To the whole of the measure, in- 
deed, there might be fome solid objections, 
but I have observed none such. The mea- 
sure is a most impuiUnt one. It is indeed, 
though not in wordt a practical asseition of 
tfie sovereignty oj the sea. As .such it is 
looked Ufioii by other nations 3 and the only 
fault of it is, that it was not adopted under 
that name , and that the duties now to ^ 
imposed were not denominated a tribute^ 
This measure gives quite a new aspect* to the 
war; it places ns upon a new fooling, and 
gives us a new character. Weare not now go- 
ing sneaking about like a set of hucksters 
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a4id -smbg^iers; irteeflling this and that 
neutral ta bur friends and to Meal with us. 
We say (and I atn only sorry that wc do not say 
it fiatlyand plainly). y»u shall none of you 
Imvte any communication with one another, 
v^thout paying tribute to ns. There are 
t^e persons who call this “ piracy,'* 
though I wi'.h they would consider a little 
their piracy upon the public purse. The . 
late attorney general (a very worthy man/ I 
believe) •called upon his brethren of the law 
to say, whether they ever rend of the like 
behig doiiejiefore. Tliey might Iinve called 
upon him to say, whether he ever pmu of all 
the. ports and naval arsenals of the continent 
being in the hands of one man before; and 
when he ever before heard of England’s 
being declared to be in a state of blockade. 
What would our ancestors, at any period of 
oorhistory, have said, ifanypower had had the 
assurance to decree tiieir country in a state 
of blockade ? Does Mr. Whitbread think, that 
they would have stood balancing about com- 
merdal interests 9 They would not have he- 
sitated a .single moment to declare every 
country their enemy who should refuse to 
resist such an intolerable pretension. 

Lord* Lake.— O n Tuesday, the first 
jy;)stant, a debate took place, in the House of 
Commons, upon a grant proposed, by a 
message from the King, to be made to the 
successor and family of Lord Lake, and upon 
j. aiiptbcr grant proposed to be made for the 
purpose of erecting a nyjnumeni to his me- 
vwry. It was cuflous to see how both Ins 
and Outs pressed forwnrd, as it were in 
rivalship, in support of 4hi.s proposition. 
Thus they always ^o, when» the public mo- 
ney is to be bestowed upon any of themselves. 
Mr. Whitbread, Lord Folkestone, and Sir 
Fiancis Rnvdett were the only persons who 
spoke against it; and, upon the division, 
which Sir Francis Burdett called for and in- 
sisted upon, tliere appeared but 25 to veke 
against the pecuniary grant out of 230 
The pecuniary grant was of 
wifh a retrospect; making an additional 
sum of p.fX)Ol to be paid down imme- 
diately. Never was there a more fiagrant 
instance of the waste of public money ; and 
this, too, 'at a time, when weave told, that 
tlw sacrifice of ,oitr last sKBling is necessary. 
This lord Like, who was a conqueror of 
tawneys ; who, as far as I have heard, nwer 
was engaged against any thing worthy of the 
name of an army, and who enjoyed, while 
in. India, an enormous salary, receives a 
|>eerage. comes home, dies of a cold, and, 
we are called upon to make a noble 
provision for his-famiiv. Mr. Whitbread H 
went only half way. He objected to the 


9 exxd. and the iponatnent ; but, on account ' 
of the poverty of Lord Lake's fanfily, as- 
sented to the pension of 2,0001., though' 
that was by far the most objectionable part 
of the proposition, it being,' in fact, aijTort* 
gage upoif tlfe taxes,, of the nation to the 
amount of 100,000l/'prIiffeipaU I.wiJl here 
subjoin what was said by Sir Francis But:- 
dett upon the subject, exactly a.s I ^nd it . 
reported in the Oraclr newspaper, reserv- 
ing some further remarks for another oppor- 
tunity. f feel it my duty to^f^gter my 

** protest agaifl.st this motion, as well as 
** again*^ every thing of this sort in the 
'' present condition of things ; and I do it 
on three grounds — one is lhaf of a pub- 
'' lic/iatnre, and the othefc a>» particularly 
“ applying to this case- Perfectly agreeing 
'' in nil titat I have heard as to the partici\^r . 
case of my lord liake, it is not nece.ssary 
for me, and certainly not a plea.snnt task, 
to dilate at all on that subject. But servi- 
ces, whenever they come before the house 
of commons, and a demand of remune- 
ration is made for them from the public, 

** ought always to be of that kind and de-^- 
scription that no man can feel any incli- 
nation to ask what these services were. 
They ought to be of that brilliant kind, 
that no question could be asked concern- 
ing them, because they are knowp 
throughout the world ; or else, in my ■ 
humble opinion, they ought not to be 
brought forward before this house as the 
ground of remuneration from the public. 
But, in the present situation of this coun- 
try, and from the burthens set upon the 
people, it is necessary there should be 
more than what may be called extraordina- 
ry services to justify such a demand as 
this on the purse of the people. There- 
fore, on that ground, 1 shall feel it my 
duty to object to the vote now ^pofed.'^ 
Hat, on general and constitutional ground, 

1 object to it still more strongly ; because 
1 do think that his majesty has ample 
means and resources, without coming to 
this house, to reward all the merit ->that 
this aAd all the countries in the world ever 
produced ; much more, I fear, than can 
be produced by this country at present ; 
and ample, I am certain, for the reward 
of%ll the merit which is now before us. * 
What have been the arguments used off* 
all occ^asiona, when an application is made 
for any pension by which an addition is • 
made to the burthen^ of jtbe couxttiy, 
which the king possesses the means of de- 
fraying ? What is it but a parti^ ground 
' — a pretence that there are m means in 
* the bands Of th«s crown to reward inerito* 



Tim stihrices ? Should .tfuM of 
y be possessed by the crown, why 

. ** abould they be wasted in the reward of 
MU-vices which do not meet the light, and 
pfq^bly, if known in this house, would 
meet the reprobation of evefy ihember ? 

■ It is«oi\thv groiftid that 1 shall lake the 
tense of the bouse on this question. With 
respvt to the merits of lord T.ake, my 
opinion is, that the merits of the people 
** of England, in suffering such privations 
" as they^Jbave borne, are much greater 
than those of any individulB, either now 
in existence, or who has lived since the 

• ** commencement of our present difficulties. 

I therefore shall not only give my negative 
'' to the proposition now before nS;^ but 
think Hrmy duty to divide the house upon 

• ir- 

** The Chancellor of the Exchequer said, 

** he had not a lower opinioiv of the merit of 
the people of Englandthan the worthy ba- 
ronet; but did not know how they could be 
rewarded with pensions. As to the povv- 

• er of the crown to reward merit, he wish- ^ 
^ ed to know whether the worthf baronet 

was aware of the extent of the Civil 
** List, with which tlie Crown had power 
'' to reward merit, wltich was only to the 
amount of 1, 2001. a year, which in effect 
''^amounted to no more than 8001., and 

• ** this the king could only grant for his own 

life. 

Mr. IVin. A explained his sense of 
the meaning of sir F. Burdett in the re- 
'' ward he expected to be given to tlie peo- 
pie of Englrfud' for their merit, which 
" was that of the vigilance of their repre- 
sentatives in taking care of their interests, 

** Sir F, Burdett.—** Before tlie com- 
** mittee come to a vote, I think it fit to 
say a few words more ; not in explana- 
tion ol'*wbat I before said ; for that has 
btSen done most completely by the hon. 

** gent, below me (Mr. Wm. Smith) ; but 
**• to assign reasons why I am unable to ac- 
cede to the wishes of those who have re- 
commended to me not to divide the 
** hoQse. The right hon. the Chancellor of 
" the Exchequer, not intentionally, misre- 
" presented what I said about rewarding 
‘ the people of England for the manner in 
which they have subipitted to pfiva- 
tSons, and their various sufl^rings. He 
chose to state the Pension List, as 

• if the crown had no other means of 
yeferding .merit, but out of the Civil 

" List. I Mieve tlial makes but a very ' 
small part of the tn^ntf possessed by the ' 
« crowii 10 reward maritHHiMliere I might ^ 
appcid tb tfaailght hm yhi'^MQeeUor of ^ 


" mh give m sifme Pifornk^n^ 

withmlt going out of hU own 
that the crown doef implv weam 

of rewarding cxtrwfdindry merits wUk^ 
out having recourse to the Civil List, I 
should be very happy to agree in voting 
for this reward supposing the reward to 
S* have been deserved, and tHsre were no 
other means of providing it than that of 
'' adding to the burthens of the pebple ot 
England. But if ministers bad como 
down to this house, and told i]a that the 
** patronage of the reversions of sinecure 
places were, henceforward, to be afbo« 
** lished for ever ; I .should certainly not bo' 
** niggardly, as it h.a5 been called, even in 
** my mode of rewarding the memory of 
deservMiig men for their services to the 
** public ; and that too, iti the present 
“ exhausted state of the pocket of the 
people ; but, before I can consent to 
“ doing that, I must be ateuti^ that 
“ sinecures, and the reversion of sinecures, 
are to be put an end to. I must say as 
** ministers have forced me to it, that my 
lord Lahe*s character is nothing tike that 
** of mxj lord Nelson's, and yet ministers are 
proposing to my lord Lake a monument, . 
as they did to the memory ot lord Nelson. 

I say that the memory of lord I.»ake has 
** not the same call upon the gratitude of 
** his country as that of my lord Nelson. 

1 do not think that true merit will ever 
" go unrewarded by the people of Eiighuid 
and 1 am satisfied that if a tenth part of 
'' tlie patronage c£ ministers was bestowed 
only on objeew truly vvqjlhy of rcraune- 
jation, every military and naval man in 
this country, deserving of encouragement, 
would be tuUy satisfied, without any ad- 
ditioD to the burthens of the people.** 
Here he took a short view of the charac- 
ter of Lord Lake in India, and observed 
that his successes there » tvex e not exiraor^ 
dinary, for every British ojfiar achieved 
victoties in fn^a. But, laying aside all 
** these considerations, he went upon the 
broad constitutionaT ground, that unless 
ministers gave the house an Hwssurauce that 
all sinecures and reversions in places, W'ere 
** to be abolished, lie must persist in taking 
the sense of the house. '•' Or rather,’* 

“ said he, ** I will divide the bouse upon 
this subject," for, taking the sense of (he 
** house,” is a common expression, when rtic 
sehse of it is too plain already. Havmg 
** , stared these principles in my own jastifi* 

'' cation, for persevering in my intention to 
^ divide the house, I shall not detain you 
" any longer^ but merely to say that I have 



POLITICAL JtEGlSTEH;- Nr. 
not imn^ a >yhich Ji|i< gltered my 
original ooicMda on this su|>ject/’— <The 
Civil List! Poor civil list aftbrds, according 
to Mr* Pefcevars account, only ££*800 3 year 
for -the king to give away, in rhe reward ot 
i^Orit, Jiut, this civil list is a thing made <•! 
stretching ^materials. It can ho o\tendt.d 
tnis^ivay and that way. In 1801 or 1&02 
(S^ account ot' 1602) there was /iri out of 
this civil list, upwards of 100,000 ro the 
kings sons 3 and so the civil Ji>t fell into rzr- 
rear^ and then the minisicr, Addington, 
came will^n bill to parliament for the pur- 
pose of making the people pay otV the i\v- 
rearj that is to say, pay, amongst o' 
things, fhcJJ00 ,0<X) widiout 

ron^entof parliament, had been iein to the 
king’s sons, and thaf, t{)v>, nb'it-rve, notuith- 
.stanuing the Droits oj AdruhaU]i /- -Mnic ot 
this hereafter. 

Botle^j4tli March, leOS. 

ACniCULTUHJ?,' MAN'UJ AC TUKtS, AND COM- 
- MKKCE. 

Sir, It gave me very groat concern to 

perceive by yoiit last Journal, that the loiter 
ill which 1 requested you to c«ancel the ac- 
count ('.f corn iniponed in IbOo, thd not 
^ome to your hands in lime; as 1 stated in it 
that the account was greatly erroneous. A 
severe disorder in my eyes Inn obliged me to 
depend on an amanuensis, whicli has occa- 
fiioned errors 1 much lament : the following 
\As the iinportation of tjiat year. 


Corn imjwrted in 1 8 f)b\ 


Species. 

Quantity. 

1 

y\tpcr 

Quurter. 

Value. 

« 

r— 

Q. 

ii.i 

[ 

i S. 

d. 

J. 

Barley . . 

5,3l=j 

a 

3S 

0* 

JO,30"7 

Brans . . 

3,400" 

S 

43 

9 

7,4.51 

Oais . . . 

5 10, '242 

3! 

25 

8 

0.54, fill 

}^»ase . 

1 J..514 

4] 

43 

(i 


Bye .... 

e2f) 

5 I 

d/ 

4 

1 ,()03 

\Vhcat , . 

313, ()17 

_i 

79 

0 

1,2.59,723 

Total. . * 

,840/2fj5 

“i 

t 


1 ,937,003 


Now, Sir, as I shotild be sorry to trouble 
you merely with an erratum, permit me, on 
this ?ac:ounf to observe, tliat it furnishes a 
proof of a degree. -ipf prveariousness in the 
national rcsourcc.s, that ought to make a 
deep impression on the minds of (hose in 

^ Flour reduced to quarters at 3 Cwt. 
pet quaver.— -There is an error also in the 
stxm total of the import of wheat fur 26 
years, hut at the average, or 413,000 qrs, 
h nearly thp truth, 1 will nf4 trouble you* 
vyUh the correcliun. 


AgrkuUute, CSTc. Lfl70 

whose bands the safety of the kfngd^tm is 
placed, lb find ih.d our consumptioiv of 
wheat in a year of mu ’erate plenty, exceeds 
the produce by more thi n a million sterling, 
accompiifticf! as it is by population admitted 
i/ll all liamKinbe iiicrtMj>ing» niust surely be 
I <-onsidc»cd us a jii"! of jtpprehpnsion. 

} V/erc ih^- countijes which lu\e usually su^j- 
I plied us, in a state of iiu’ei/cndence j/nd sc- 
I ciniiv, the prospect would be tarfiom plea- 
sing; but when we cast un ai^xious eye to 
the ports of lUe Ikiltic, the liewbeconies 
dreary indeoii. • To expci t cur orcacl irom 
Amcric;^, wouhl be. to look for it from a 
j (MAinlry vvlumce it never «came, except in 
j qnuiitirM'> nerfe-. t’.y iusignitiewnt when «Lom- 
j paivti 'v.io iIiL' may, nitude •four tiemand. If 
I tlic pf.ee of wheat was at preseiu Wh, there 
i arc mrnn' w lu' Vvonhl dep-recate all cc^^Tlde- 
.'11 of the .subject ; but the price is now .so 
niodcnue ^ to p»-cvcnt the smaliest alarm : 
no triihii!' ir olive *101* such di'eussions as 
niny tend to linow a light c»ii the .subject; 
acd cught to lUvUice the k\t;i-la‘nie ol' the 
•kingdom to give a diicct nnd .'^teiuiy ullenlion 
to It. Wilio c.Mi coi.lcmphite the cons 
quence of a short ert.p, a milclev/, (*r a wet 
harvest, without terror? ISLin favtnrcs and 
commerce inactive ; and dl dispo.sed minds 
giirhcring chsconients into petitions for 
jieaco 1 It is easy to imagine such a combi- 
nation, but not so ea.^y to meahure the re- 
sult. 1 know not any view that can be »akcii 
of the subject, over wbi(;li there is not sus- 
pended a (lark cloud which sheds a gloom 
not oa.sily dispersed: if there is any ciicuni- 
slnncc that tend.s peculiarly to thicken jt, the 
present state 01 our extensive wastes is well 
caiculnu d to do it. — Upon this subject Mr. 
Spence has several very just observations, 
but he otfers one remark in which I cannot 
agree with him: and, as it is upon pn im- 
p'ltant point, I must crave your 1 cm her in- 
dulgence for a moment. — “ It is calcuhited, 
that ill this kingdom tiiere are twenty two 
millions of acic.sof waste land; and, -it U 
frequently a.iked, by the followers pf the 
economi'ites, as well as by those who are of 
a very dkicrent opinion cm matters of politi- 
cM econesmy; why this wa.ste laud is not 
brought into cultivation, and why suck a 
source of riches as tins, is neglected ?, For 
this wry good reason -'that the greater part 
of this laiiiL with tlie present demand for; 
and the pre^nt prices of the produce 4bat 
could be raised from it, would »ot pay for 
cultivation. livery person who has baqM>c- 
casiun to Jet land^ knows> that there are, ma- 
ny more farmerSi^vantiiig farntia, than there 
are farms, themi aiid lhw being 

the case, .ih«i if the 



wiiHe l^ndu in the he {ytofk- 

ablyrukivated^, it would speedily be occu- 
, pied by these farmers who sO eagerly seek 
employment for their capital.** P. 38.— It is 
I conceive, a great piistake, cp supfiose that 
t^ese'lands remain uncultivated idr want of 
a demand of the uncultivated produce ; see- 
ing tba\ the^rices of all the retnrn^of grass 
lands are adequate to their production ; with 
a regnlSr import of corn to an immense 
amount : the reason for the scandalous state 
in which the^ are left is exceedingly differ- 
ent? tIic/*Sre under rights ofstoinrnons, and 
cannot be touched without distinct acts of 
. parliament to permit the plough to ^produce 
grass and corn, instead of gorse and ling. 
Rather than give t|ii.s permission by a general 
act of eujjlpsure, parliament is content ftiat a 
large portion of the people shv)ald be fed by 
‘ fortign, rather than by British corn ; and is 
content to remain, at the present moment, a 
quiet spectator of the waste stale of these 
lands, at a period when a short crop, or a 
week’s mihlew, w'ould make an enormous 
import necessary, Ministt*n best know 
where it is to be had ; to nie it seejns just as 
probable to procure it from the moon as from 
Prussia or Poland. Were such a moment 
to arrive, wc should see the I wo Jionses call- 
ed together 5 commiuces appointed} exami- 
nations, proceedings, proclam irioiis issued ; 
Jiarrangues pronounced} substitutes leco.m- 
tnended j the volunteers in activity ; govern- 
ment alarmed; and Buonaparte delighted. 
And what would be the effect of all this ? 
Experience has told us : the g<Mioral‘ alarm 
would raise the .price rapidly, and thus les- 
.sening the sumption, w'hat ini^bt have proved 
a dreadful famine, converted into no more 
than a severe scarcity; but with die foreign 
supply cut off we might expect the'^e evils to 
attend a innch smaller deficiency than pro- 
duced the^same evils on a former occasion. I 
leavcto others fully to appre^datc debates on 
Copenhagen, and tlie other ver^ hfiportanc 
9 occupying that attenJon which might 
be given to measures for establishing the se- 
curity and prospei ity of the kingdom on the 
sjolid foundation of our domestic resources, 
?utjo return; The demand for farms is at 
pt*es0^t Very geneful, a proof that capital is 
not ^vanting ; and wherever an act of erieJo- 
|ur <5 appropriates a tract of waste land, 4 iei- 
ther iiands nor money are waittiti^ for its 
cnliufc, plantation, or other i^roVi&ment, 
according loathe soil tjind otiter circumstances 
of thjjjifasc. Enfield Chase is not a proof to 
the'eanrrary; atidweie other royal forests 
cncldseci on the same principles, the mc^siYte 
wonW.l)e;^ually nugatory. If a general 
briLwas to pa'ss^ fo^y millioits of 


It f|9 

fofo'j^nlv^fioh neces^tydC^^ 

poningcofti would be remove! ; ami 
farmers ^lludbd to bj( Mr. Spence who pda^ 
sess capital, but want employment, 
by their vigorous, exertions, sooii convio^ 
that gentleman that the only obstacle in 
their way is the negative at present put <fti 

the power of enclosing. 1 have the ho*^ 

/nuur to be, Sir, &e. AhthorYoung.— 

1808. 


CURATES* SUSPENSION BIJ-L. 

Sir, The account published by yon, 

in your last week’s Register is so extremely 
incorrect, that I am induced to send you a 
statement, which will, I believe, compleiely 
refute the aspersions, which have been most 
unwarrantably thrown on the conduct of 
Lord Oxford, in a transiicrion, which you as- 
sert to be unparalleled. By the Ist of (jeo. L 
augmented curacies were subject to the 
same rules of avoidance as other boneficetf, 
and the clause inserted in the act of 1 / 9^9 
only declared that to be law, which, in tacr, 
was law before. — ^I’he Jiving of Branipton 
Bri.au was, in 1800, given by tord Oxford 
to his hrotberdndaw Mr. James Scott. In 
1805 the perpetuajUuracy of Titley became^ 
vacant. To this piracy Lord Oxford’s an- 
cestors had been great benefactors — to the 
amount of near 5£&1200 ; and, in con'^e- 
queiice, the right of nomination had alwaiys 
been exercised them. On this occasion, 
however, the Warden and* College of Win- 
chester disputed the light, and it appeared 
that they were legally entitled to it, ht?can^e 
nothing but an nuit of parlifiment, could alie- 
nate their cimrch prcferni!lu : but hnd (tie 
curacy been in l.ord Oxford’s nomiiuUion, 

\vr)uUl have given it to Mr. Bissiel, and not 
to Mr, Scott. Though a contrary statement 
wa.'* mnrle, in the House of Commons, by 
Mr.» Whitbread, yet he w'as positively con- 
tradicted on this point, by annthtT honour- 
able member. It is to be observed, that at 
the iimt; of Mr.&otl*s nomination to tlte 
perpetual curacy of, Titley, he was a Fellow 
of New College Oxfofld, of which College 
the Warden and all the Fellows of Winches* 
ter, must necessarily have, been previously 
Fellows,— It is impossible^ir^b construe Lord 
Oxford*^s having become the renter of part 
of the tjghes ift the parish of Thley, into a 
consent and approbation, on his part, of Mr; 
Scott’s nomination to the curacy, becda<ie. 
Lord Oxford’s .principal residence is in 

S Irish, and he only rented the Of tliW 

:id, in his own cccnpntion. I leav^ it to 
jym to judge, whether tbecompodfi'diitg for 
irtiaU tythes, instead of paying them ihkin# 
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i§ not, irhiit «r«iy man would do, whether 
ibe incuoili^t bad obtained Ids prefenpent, 
with Of i^tSoat hi» consent.-^Lurd Oxford 
availed t f his right to present to 

Brampton Brian, as soon as ever he was in- 
<,mtned that the*' living; was voidable He 
Ihotight himself fully justified in so doing, 
os disputes of a very unpleasant nature had 
jirUen between him and Mr. Scort, in con- 
sequence of which he was anxious to removed 
Mr. S^ott, from the neighbourhood of 
Brampton Brian, where his lordship has 
another mansion, at which he frequenily re- 
sides, and^he garden of which is immediate- 
ly adjoining to the Parsonage House. — Lord 
Oxford's character and conduct are too well 
known, in his own county and neighbour- 
hood, to admit of a suspicion that he w’ould 
act either unjustly or oppressively towards 
any individual, especially towards one, with 
whom he was so nearly connected. — With 
regard* to the respective values of IJrampton 
Brian and Titley, the latter has hitherto been 
as profitable as the former ; and bad the rec- 
tory of Brampton Brian been “ ten times** ^ 
or even seven times** the value of the 
curacy, which is upwards of «£'20() a year, 
how came Mr. Scott to hold this valuable 
rectory together with his fellowsliip of New 
College, for more than years, when, by 
the statutes of that CoUi^, no Fellow can 
bold preferment of a greater annual value 
than ifflUO?— -Your assertion, that Mr. 
Scott's curate at Brampton Brian refused to 
accept the living is totally- destitute of foun- 
dation. — T rely upon your candour, either to 
insert thi.s letter, or to contradict what was 

erroneous in your origitfal statement. 1 

am, Sir, yours, &c — A.B. C. — Fifb. 25, 1B08. 

ABMY. 

Sill,— -Whenever our army becomes 
the .'iubject of conversation, either in or out 
of parltamenr, 1 always hear agreaUfuss 
made about their high state of discipline. 
Yet, neither members, field marshalls, gene- 
mis, or inspecting field ofi^cers, seem to know 
wherein real discipline consists. Cfne thinks 
It lies in the cut of a soldier’s hair, and in the 
particular length of his queue $ another on 
bis being able to aUnd for hours on one leg 
like the Botley common. Sir 

Jamea Cradock hates the mustache ; Lor^ 
Paget and their Royal Highnesses die Prince 
of Wale^, ami Duke of Cunibenand, are 
great to its growth. A lew years 

ago a^^goon was thought to be defenceless 
witht^t bTa helmet, now he is clad in furs 
andt^peU like a man-milliner, with a great 
ninft* upon iiis hpad. Among the heavy dra« 
cocked bats are abolished, among tb%i 


light they are just comiog into tFo^e. Sven a 
man may become a ca|Htal good soldier by 
introducing some barbarous accent into the 
plainest and simplest English Words of coili* 
mand. ,Every thing for sound and shew.-*- 
But whepce,comes it, Mr. Cobbett, that all 
this low imitation and frjvoliiy, originate en- 
tirely in^lhe higher ranks of fno orrhy, and 
that there is such a total dearth of genius and 
talent among that class of men who bear the 
name of Generals ? But this would only he 
a temporary grievance : the s;vil, Mr. Cob- 
belt, has a ni^ich deeper root!^ It proaeeds 
from this, that no man of superior talent, 
(and v^ry few of tho.se who possess common . 
sense), will remain in the army, if their 
rank runs so high . as to remove them from 
the command of a battalion. The^pommand 
of a battalion is an object ofambiuou, winch 
almost every one who aspires to it can atttiin, 
and it is a situation also, in which a man 
may chance to distlc'iguish himself. , But the 
officer who gets a step beyond that, unless 
he possesses great family connexions, or par- 
liamentary interest, sees nothing before him 
but “ a jiull, dreary, unvaried, vista of ex- 
clusion and despair.** Despair drives tBS ' 
man of genius from the field, and the pru- 
dent man will '^rather turn his commission 
into cash, than be honoured with the ap- 
pellation of General, while lie starves du- 
ring the rest of his life on a lieut. colonel's 
pay. Hence it comes, that in the last teii 
yeiirs, 4-5th5 of our best officers have retired 
from the service beforb they attained the 
rank of generals. It is the radical defect of 
our English army, and if. you or any man in 
Plngland, will point out a cure, you will ren- 
der a greater service to your country than if 
you had added thousands to its numerical 
force.— I am. Sir, yours, &c.— — V. 

COLD BATH FIELDS rRISq.N. 

Copy of the Petition, presented to the House ’ 

oj Commons, Feb, ig, 1808. 

To the Knights, Citizens, and Burgesses 
of the Honourable House of Commons,* of 
Great Britain and j(reland, in the United 
Farliaqient assembled;— The Petition of. 
Alexander Stephens, of the Honoerablp^* 
ciety of the Middle Temple, and Park 
in the County of Middlesex, Esquire^^HpO- 
bly^ shewetb. That certain persons 
serving of grand jurymen for the 

coiinlw^'^f fltddlesex, to the numb^ of about 
nine^ ^yihg visited the House of^ri^ctlon 
for ^ said county, 'commonly dfAbd the 
CcM Bath Fields Prison, on-THiesdavJ^ov. 
8, in the year of our Lord ISCy, ptitween 
the hours of 1 1 bnd 12 in die imenoonF:—— * 
Thejr there disebvered^ that all t^jS loaves 



jbund by tl^em («acb of €on • 

lain, ouiic^, aiid to be daily, 

at td d'cloqk in the tnorniiig) were greatly 
Indent tn paint of quantity, as will be seen 
•IrpQi the annexed statement on the part of 
one magisifatel of the city o(^I^udon. 

the prison weight demanded and 
used upon CfK* ])res%nt occasion, for trying 
tho loaves in rotation, proved also cfehcient, 
as was tally demonstrated in both instances 
on the same day, when compared with the 
standard at Guildhall, in the presence, first, 
of Sir W.4<^tjlUoii, Knigh^, then Lord 
Mayor ; and afterwards of Hichard Phillips, 
Esq. then and still one of the sheriffs of Lon- 
don and Middlesex, as well as of four of the 
late grand jury ; and, moreover, that the 
scales of the said prison were'lhlse and frau- 
dulent : •=****^ 

' ® fr^n Mr, Sheriff Phillips 

to tViUiam Alainwarmg, Esq. Chairman 
of the Quarter Session^ ^c, 

<* SiH I consiefer'ita duty which I 
owe the public to inform you, as chainnaii 
of the quarter sessions, and, I believe, one 
of the committee for conducting the business 
of the prison, that I was present Vheii an 
appeal was lately made by the grand jury of 
the comity to the standard weights in Guild- 
hall $ that I witnessed the examination of 
the pound weight for weighing meat and 
other provisions in the House of Correction, 
*Cold Bath Fields, when it was found to be 
seven-eighths of an ounce too light ; and 
that on weighing some loaves which were 
found in the same prison, by the grand jury, 
they appeared also to be considerably too 
light, one or two of them being from an 
ounce and a half to two ounces under weight, 
I should compromise the feelings which 1 
bear towards the respectable magistracy of 
the county of Middlesex, if I were to omit 
to make this formal communication.—-! 
ha^ve the honour to be, &c.— R. Phillips, 
Sheriff; — Bridge street, Nov. 13, I 8 O 7 .** 
•Your petitioner, together with other gen* 
tlemen, late members of the grand jury, also 
discovered : that several of the liege subjects 
of this realm were committed to close custo- 
dy in cells destitute of dre, S feet 3*inches 
loqgf by 6 feet 3 inches wide, two of them 
in irons, 2dtht>ugh sick ; some, if not all, of 
these were innocent in point of fact, as all 
Were then innocent in point of law, b^mg 
detained under the pretext of !» exftmina- 
tion, find consequently uheondemt^ bj: the 
legal ^gnieiif of their peers, or eeep the 
accustfr^y verdict of a grand jury. Of this 
number were a mother, a^daitghter, and a 
son, of crediiable appearance I the two for* 
user in on.e,ceU >2 so sitiiated as to be exposed 


tpacontinmdcoi^tsrf^jpxt^^ air, with* 

. oat :^he possibility of obtaining, even dnridf 
the" eeverest ^o^t, an artificial warmth by 
means of fuel, while tlie convicts below en*o 
joyed all the comforts of an open roon^ 
ward, with occasional adeesi to fire;*.--^ 
Inliat in one of these lonely cells ^01 closely 
confined a foreigner of some the 
valier de Blin, who, as we were told^ by one 
•of the jailors, while so immnred,J^id been 
deprived ofhis reason, and who presented to 
your petitioner, after communicaiing with 
him for some lime in the French langoago 
through the key -hole, and 'demanding 
entrance, a memorial on his knees.— —r* 
That in this place, originally destiped 
for the improvement of the morhls of 
petty offenders, a female priso^r* as we 
have learned, has been lately deblHi^d bjl^ 
the son of the chief jailor, or govei^OT, wlo 
then held an office of trust in the prison, and 
has since had a child, now, or at least lately, 
burdensome to the parish of Kensington, 

in the county of Middlesex ^I’bat four 

debtors were shut up in this House of Cor- 
rection, the only ccmmunication be- 
tween w'hom and the world, appears to take 
place occasionally, by means of two iron 
gates, at upw'ar& of vsix feet distance from 
each other, with a jailor walking in at inter- 
vals, so as to preclude complaint ; and that 
from the examination of a debtor, and also, 
by a letter from him, both in the possession 
of your Petitioner, it appears that he was 
shut up with persons guilty^of robbery, and 
unnatural crimes— And, lastly, that six ii - 
nocent persons, the bills agaiti*it whom had 
been thrown out by tJie Grand Jury, were 
dragged from C3)ld Bath die Ids prison to, 
HicksVh^ll, in open day, at the close of 
the session, first manacled, and then fastened 
together by a rope, to be discharged by pro- 
clamation,— —Your petitioner, therefore, 
conqeiving that such gross instances of fraud, 
coupled whh such an open violation of the 
laws, and even of the express orders of ses- 
sion, are calculated to bring his Majesty's 
vernment into contempt, and cast an unme- 
rited odium on our moi^t excellent constitu- 
tion I thinking also, that if &uch malpractices 
were detected in a casual and slight survey, 
of less than two hoyrs duration, far greater 
abuses are likely to be brought to light, by 
the intervention of the gi and inquest of the 
nation, &ost humbly and earnestly solicits 
this Honourable House to fake the premiset 
into consideration, and by a public and open 
examination at its bar, or any other mode, 
afford such relief as may seem meet. 

; A. SvEPHifeiti. 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS. forces your Mspesty to declare il. Longer 

P&AKCfi.«-^~i^e)&orr of the Minister ef Fo- delay woiitd btify place Lisbon irt tie hands 

reign Affairs lelntlve Portugal. Made of the "English. 

in Oct. ISO 7 , aw^ puhlisked Jan. 24, Second Report ^ made Jan. 2 ^ 1808. Put^ 
, 1SC%. (Concluded from p. 352.J « lished Jf^n. 24. 

* It' had neither protected the French nor H*« EVxcollency rccal’T to the recolfecfion 
their bomcnorce ; the persons and trade of of his Majesty how necessary. \yeie thb ac- 
fheir enenaies have coniinned free and fa- tive anc^ vigilant nieasnres wKi?h have been 
voured. Portugal proini'icd to join the cause taken, and so well seconded, by the rapidity 
of the cdulinent, even to declare war againsf of the march of the French troops-Portu- 
England ; but she wished to make it, if I gal only sequestered the Englikh goods when 
may use the expression, in concert with her, the English were secure froix that measure, 
to furnish her, under the appearance of hos- which Porlugail did not cvcn/^^wct tosexc^ 
filily, with the means of ccjiitiiming her cute. — She concerted hti' fight with the 
trxde with Portugal, and thiough Porfigal Englisl?; and a little while before we rc- 
Vrith the rest of Europe ; a kind (d* war eqni- coived the news of it, a courier 1‘ad carried 
alent to a perfidious neutrality, Succcurs to Italy, wh(^-t!:^,Empe((or (hen was, new 
were demanded of England, and to gain prot^statioiflof ;iitaoiifiv.yjt common 

"time, attempts were made to deceive your cause of the continent. He announced the 
Majesty by vain declarations j scruples were return of M. de Lema, who had notquRted 
alleged upon some of the consequences of Lisbon, and the arrival of the ambassador ex- 
the war when none were entertained upon traordinnry, M. de Marialva, probably the 
war itself, wJiich breaks all ties. — —In vain dnpe, as was the courier, of the bad faith of 

did your Majc.sty, deigning to condescend to her court. Portugal is at length delivered 

the.se pretended scruples, mod ity your first from the yoke of England; yonr Majesty 
demands — I he same refusals were renewed — occupievs^it with your troops — it had been 
Portugal made promises, but delayed the ex- left defenceless on the sea side, and a part 
wutiou under difterent pretexts. Atone of t'he cannon on her coasts had been spiked, 
time it was the Prince of Beira, a child of Thus Rlngland menaces iicr at present, block- 
■ twelve years, who was to be sent to the Bra- adcs her ports, and would Jay waste her 
2i]s to defend that colony — at another time it shore.s. Spain has had fears for Cadiz — she 
w'as a squadron expected from the Mediter- has had fears for Ceuta. It is against that 
ranean, which it was wished to have in safe- part of the w'orld that the English appear to 
ty in the Tagus.— Thus PorKigal, embarras- wish to direct their secret expeditious. They 
sed in her ariifve.s, itiaking with the Court have embarked troops* at Gibraltar — they 
of London engagements, real and useful to have recalled from that quarter those which 
the English, with France, vague and pre- had been driven from ihie Levant, and a part 
tended engagements, w^ied for succours of those which they had accumulated in the 
and advice froifi England, sought to delay city. Their cruizers on the coast of Spain 
the measures of the cabinet, and, humilia- become more vigilant, and seem to wi.sh to 
ling herself before both, blindly committed revenge upon that kingdom the reverses they 
to the chance ot events, the intere.sts, per- have experienced in the Spani.sli colonies, 
baps the exi,stence of a nation, which nnani- All the peninsula deserves to fix particularly 
mously desired her not to give them up *10 a the attention of your Majesty. • . 

power so fatal to all its allies.— The epoch Report of the Minister of War on the Me(i’> 
which your Majesty had fixed for the ex- sures taken ly France under the present 
pected determination, w^ich youjiad con- clr cams tances.^^th Jan. 

aented to prolong for a month, arrived. Por- Your Majesty ordered me to form the 
lugal decided her o\gn fate. She broke ofif first and seco/id corps of observation of 'the 
her last coiuiections with the continent, by Gironde. The first of those corp.s^ 
reducing the French and Spanish legations manded by General Junot, hn.s conquered 
to the necessity of quitting lasbon.— Porta- Portugal. The head of the second is ready 
gal has placed herself in a state of war with toti)]lowthe first, if circumstance.^ require 
France, notwithstanding the benevolent dis- it. Youf Majesty, whoso vigilance is never 
position of your^Majesty towards her. War at fault, wished the borps of observaljpn of 
with Portugal is a painful but necessary du- the ocean, confided to Marshal Moncey^ to 
— li’he interest of the continent, from be in the third line. 
wheisce the English ought to be excluded, ( To he continued ) ' 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Loro Lake (continued from page 375.) 
It was oly^ed before, biUls not unworthy 
oY being aga:»\^observed, th^it in making the 
grant to the family of I-iOrd Lake, ^boih par- 
ties were perfectly of accord. They can 
wrangle Upon other points 3 they can dis- 
pute, inch by papers relating to 

any mcrUr;^ir"*s 4 s™n they can* trump up a 
^arge agaihsteach other, amounting to an 
allegation that they are respectively un/it for 
place. This is all fair play ; but, when it is 
a question of merely pAblic interest 3 and es- 
pecially when the money of the public is 
proposed to be granted to one, or any, of 
themselves, the two factions, like two law >• 
»yers at the end of a pleading, are all polite- 
ness and complaisance, all liberality and 
generosity ; they seem to strive to their 
utmost to out-do each other in protesting 
against every thing that is wmw.— O f 
^Lord Lake the people of England know 
nothing. There are not, in all probability, 
two persons out of a thousand, in the coun- 
try, who know that there ever was such a 
man in existence ; and now that his name 
comes to be frequently mentioned, the first 
question you heaV, is, “ who and what was 
he ?’* It is impossible to make the people 
believe, that a person, of wdiom they have 
never heard before, should merit, out of 
the fruits of their labour, such large sums of 

money. Mr. Pauli has, in a public letter, 

stated that this lord, for several years, was 
in the receipt of not less than twenty thou- 
sand pounds annually. Nobody has con- 
Irad'cted this statement, and, I believe, no- 
body can, with truth, contradict it. He 
had, besides, a lucrative sinecure, and bis 
pay as a colonel of a regiment. »Yet, the 
demand upon the public purse is now made, 
under the allegation, that he died poor, and 
that his family stands in need of something 
from the public, wherewith to mainvRin a 
degree of splendour suitable to the title of 
nobility. I/ord Folkestone objected to this 
pie^f ppverty, and well he nnght ; for, if 
itliiradmitted, where 4 hall we hope to find 
an ^nd to the demands proceeding thereqn ? 
The plea of one poor man is as gooil as that 
of another poor man ^ and, if we contiiie the | 


concession to those who have titles of no- 
bility, the number, God knows,* js by no 
means small. Admit the validity of thia 
plea, and it follows, that, when once a titlo 
is bestow'ed, for services real or pretended, 
that the nation, wdiatever may be its circum- 
stances, is bound to maintain the family for 
ever afterwards. No matter ‘whence the 
poverty may have arisen. No matter from 
what extravagance, what frillies, what vices : 
if, without any inquiry as to these points, 
the parliament is to grant money, upon the 
bare plea of poverty, as it has done in the 
present instance, it is nn matter what the 
cause of the poverty may be 3 and, U we 
lived under a race of profligate princes (a 
case which history proves not to be impos- 
sible), some of them nfight first pillage and 
impoverish a subject, and then send him to 
parliament upon the plea of poverty, making 
use of their party connections for the purpose 
of thus disguisedly perpetrating their rob- 
beries of the people. A case of this sort, is 
not, indeed, to be apprehended at the present 
time 3 but, it is sufficient to show, that it 
may possibly exisL in order to prevent the 
establishing of the precedent in question.— 
But, seeing that poverty is the plea for a 
grant, out of Qpr earnings, of nine thousand 
pounds in ready money,’' and two thousand 
pounds a year in perpetuity 5 seeing that the 
taxes of the nation are to be mortgaged to 
the amount of fifty or sixty thousand pounds 
(not one hundred thousand as stat^ by mis- 
take in my last) upon this plea, we may, 
purely, be p^»rmitted to ask, /lou^ Lord Lake 1 
became poor ? Mr. Paull’s statement re- 
specting the pecuniary affairs of this lord is 
as follows, and, before he peruses it, the 
reader is requested ato bear in mind, that 
this statement has not been contradicted. 
Let the conduct of Lord Lake at Lin- 
celles, and on the continent, and in Carle- 
ton-house, have beeti ever so meritorious 
(fon even Lord Castlereagh will liardiy 
bring to our remembrance his services ax 
Killala or in any other part of Ireland)* I 
maintain that he was more than aTnply 
remunerated. He had bis regiment, and 
he had the government of PIn mouth. In^ 
1800, he was offered a red ribbon 3 but. 
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in preference, he pressed for, and obtain- 
ed, piincip'illy through lliefinfluencd of 
*' his R yal Highness the T: mce of Wales, 
ihe situation the mo?t lucrative that the 
crown could bestow on a military man — 
that of (;or)im:indcr-in-chief, and senior 
'*** member of the council of Bengal, with a 
'' hxeJ salary, exclusive of powerful pat ro- 
nage, and the means of providing for his 
“ fanjily, of .il(j,000 pt-r annum, paid 
mojrthly, in a country vvliere t!ic legal in- 
tercst is twelve per cent. — :i situation that 
no military man, fur rrany years past, 
'' was allowed to remain in for more than 
three oY four years at most , a period 
during which a splendid fo-^une may ho- 

nouraljly be acquired. Lord l.nko was 

appointed in ia(X). and arrived in Bengal 
rally in the following year, and I assert as 
a fact, what I can pn/.e, and I dare the 
friends of T^ord J.al- to (!‘.niy it, that pie* 
vions lo A«i;jn4, U’(M, the breaking out 
of the j\I<;hrai!a w.ii*, lod Lake had j 
" .saved «:nHicient to pay iivo the hands of 
Mr. John Rudd (who received a numihly ; 
** instalment, on account of those having j 
* claims, in Kngland, on Lord Lake), the 
enormous sum of ^38,OtX), which, I was 
• ** well as'jurcd by those who had the raa- 
** nagemeut of the fund, was (he who/e 

** debts of the deceased general. After 

•* the piyments to Air, lliftild e^f ^'38;000, 
Gen»*ral Lake took the field against the 
Mcihraitas. At Alk'gheer, Delhi, and 
** Agrah (exclusive of grain, calile, and 
stores, to a gicat amount in value, and of 
every descrijVion), thc«nm, in aclnal mo^ 

** wey, was, eigiit lacs at Allegheer 5 ten at 
Delhi; and at Agrah, though stated ntonly 
** 24 lacs in I.ord Lake’s dispatches, the 
actual sum w'as 34 ; but taking his own 
statement of money (exclnsixe of cattle, 
grain j and stores), 8 at >\!legheer, ten at 
Delhi, and 24 at Agrah, those sums make 
42 lacs of rupees, which, at ^J2,.50O for 
the lac (the rate at which the mohev was 
borrowed by the Confpany) Lsrd I,ake 
received, at these places, one-eighth of 
dfe’525,000, ora sTim exceeding ^(}5, 000; 
y the elephants, camels, horses, grain, and 
** valuables, w’ilh the w'hole of the camp 
equipage taken at Afleghcer, Coil, Delhi, 
Agrah, Laswaree, Sassuee, Bidjigheer, 

' Cpllhurah, &c. attendant on Hifidoslance 
*• armies, amounting to 130,000 lighting 
^0 men, exceeded the value of 50 lacs "'of 
'• rupees^ or *£’634,000 sterling. But take 
l^eir vHue only at equal amount to the 
specie, and Gen. Lake received a sum in 
lie ‘money of at l^rast 1 30,000 st«- 

Jaig. From Sept. 1803 to April lb(>7, 

• • • % 


Gen. Lake received, exclusive of the in- ' 
torest, accruing from this enormous stitn> 
and exclusive oflield-allowances, the’sum 
of i£56,000, paid monthly, or exchange^ 
for company paper, •making, with t j^ 
sum paid *JVIr. Rudd, an^ of 

^^22-1,000, exclusive 'of immense 
amouifl of intcrcsi icccived in Judin; and 
yol, nutwithstanding these well ku^wii 
'' facts Lijrd Casileicagh has the audacity 
" to come to garlianicnt for a grant, from 
the buidencd people of Gr*?^ Britain^ of 
'' J'2,00') per Snn. for the (jf the 

deceased general. Tljiit, gf-uilcmcn, 

this is not ail. Lord Lake carried with 
him to India, his son George Augustus 
" a as his aid-de- 

camp and military !5ccr?1^. f:4«^ 'A ho, as 
, .such, became postma.stcr in tire iiolil, ^id 
I '' fora consideiable time acting adjutant- 
general, orquaiier-mahter-general, to the 
Knig’s forces serv^ing in India ; which si- 
tuation gave him increased rank and pay. 
Exclusive of the tfmolnmciits arising from 
the latter appoinlm(*ril, captain, now 
'' Licut.-l^olonel Lake, from the hour of his 
arriving in India, received (living in the 
^‘Jamify of nisfatberj a monthly allowance 
of ..£750, or o£s,000 per ann., exclusive 
" of interest, his allowance for six years 
'' exceeded £M8,(X)0, and in that period he 
'' received also a further sum, exceeding- 
“ ^’l5.0()0 for prize-money, making an 
aggregate of .£63,0(X1 sterling, exclusive 
of the interest, accumulated by monthly 
'' p.iyments. Thus I have proved, that the 
late Lord Lake, and h’is ’young son, re- 
'' ceived a sum, in six years, greatly ex- 
'' cceding 4^^3(X),()00 ; and yet, without 
consulting the fame of the deceayed, or 
** the distres.scs of the country, the King’.s 
mini.stcrs dare to propose the grant I have 
mentioned ; and it is yet to be seen, if 
“ there is one member bold enough to resist* 
it in the Hon.se of Commons.” — «-Now, 
as I have before observed, this statement^f 
Air. Pauli (for the making of . i which he is 
entitled to the thanks of the public) has hi- 
tJterto • remained' unanswered. There i.s, 
indeed, no reason fo suppohe that it is nta- 
terialJy incorrect. The sources of Lord. 
1/ake’s wealth are pointed out; the amount 
of Tt mentioned in detail ; the statement h 
made public ; and'there is pot any ground 
for suppo.’iing, that it has not proceeded 
from public motives. Three hundred thou % 
.sand pounds, therefore, allowing i7Slp.be 
fifty thousand pounds more or less, is, ac- 
cording to the best evidence that we possess, 
the sum^ which, within the last seven years, 
has come into the’hands^ ’anii becoine the 
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property, of Lord T ake aftd of the heir to 
his title. How,' then, ba^ this money been' 
^ upent ? Whither is it gone ? ' One’ of two 
^ facts is certain : either it has been squander- 
away, or it is s;^li, for the greater part, 
those, who bow come to 
the npp^gj^jd'^natioti with the plea of po- 
verty, choose as to which side* of the di- 
lemma they prefer. Mr. Whiibtead said, 

that he was disj)osed to resist the proposed 
grant ; but, when he heard the plea of po- 
verty advanr/'id, he was obliged to give way. 
Give way P Ji/hat, without tany inquiry, to 
ascertain wheftilrilie plea was founded, or 
not? Upon otlicr points j upon poin^^s where 
part^ intcivstsare nt stake, Mr. Whitbread 
can express his the correctness 

of thea^sprtiqn^^^^^tije mini.^tei'S. NiTy, he 
can contradict, flatly contradict those asser- 
tions. But, when the question is whether 
the public money shall be given av/ay, he 
lias no doubts at all, it seems, and sco#:ds to 
be so illiberal as to call for any inquiry, for 
any proof, whatever. Tie delights to dwell 
upon the miseries occasioned by the wary 
backs the petitions of those w^o call for 
peace j he bids the ministers look to the 
hundreds of thousands of .starving manu- 
facturersi” but, he appears to forget, 
that it is the taking of the fruiis of the peo- 
ple’s labour, and the bestowing of them 
^upon those who do not labour y that this, 
and this alone is the real cause of national 
distress. War creates distress in the same 
way } but, it appears strange, that he, who 
BO sorely' Ivameiits over those who are dis- 
tressed by the war^ should have no feeling 
for the distress occasioned by pecuniary 

grants. I’his grant to the family of Lord 

Lake is anotlier of the expences which India 
has brought upon England. It has been 
proved, over and oA cr again, llml the jjosr 
fcession of India is injurious to ihis country, 
and a benefit to thi* East India Company 
only. ^Bnt, the thou.sands of evils attending 
that ppssession are bidden from the sight of 
most men j ^d, indeed, if one reflects for a 
moment on the m^ans which have been 
used, by the pmlverful parties iiitcre4ed, to 
uersuade the nation, that the possession of 
India is necessary to the well-being of Eng- 
landj it is not to be wondered at, that de- 
ception so complete should generally pre^^il. 

. The poor-houses of England are, in the one 
iburtb part, perhaps, mled by the induence 
of India. ,T^liat is the accursed channel, 
tbroijgif which much of the fruit of English 
Industry patties' into the possession of those 
who do nothing. Yet, for the keeping open 
of this accursed channel we are content to 
«weat and to pay, and your patriuU of the 
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new school, such as Mr. Roscoe, while they 
seem to grudge, a guinea for the defence of' 
England heilelf, are ready to gram millions 
for the ** securing, and extending of our 
Empire in the East,” The grant of a 
million of pounds to the ‘East India Compa- 
ny (which already owes the nation six ox 
seven millions) passes the House of Cotfi- 
mons without a single word of comment, 
from any quarter of that Assembly s and, 
thefe appears to be little doubt, that the 
whole of the delta of that Company, the 
individuals of which are gaining great riches^ 
will finally, and, perhaps, very shortly, be 
thrown upon the nation, which is already <0 
taxed as to leave no man in possession of 
any thing, which, in the true sense of the 
word, he can cdl his ojvn, even the pro- 
prietors of the soil being little else than the 
stewards of the ministry.— This is the 
situation, in which we are, when a demand 
is made upon us for money to support the 
dignity of a family, which, during the last 
seven years, have received out of the .taxe!» 
raised upon us, three hundred thousand 
pounds. For, observe, it is a gross decep- 
tion to represent this sura as having been 
derived from any other source, 'fhe plun- 
der of the Mahratlas, for instance, consist- 
ed, I suppose, of gold and jewels, amongst • 
other things ; but, the army of India y thq 
fleet of India ; the wars for the preservation 
of India ; the thousand of expences on ac- 
count of India, arc from English resources > 
and we shall find-, That, .in this circuitous 
way, all that is gliined by Indian adventurcrsi 
comes from the sweat of our brows. Look 
into the account •of the money annually 
voted by paiTiament ; see* what immense 
sums arc voted on account of India, while, 
on the other side, not one penny is received 
from India, in any shape, or under any 
name. Out uf these sums it is, that Lord. 
Lake and his son have, according to the 
statement of Mr. PauH, in his excellent let- 
ter above quoted, received three hundred 
thousand pounds. What they have received 
in the wJy of salary, pay, or allowances, or- 
under whatever other ii^me the lingerers of 
our earnings have been able to invent, ob- 
viously comes from the taxes, because you 
will find, in the accounts before-mentioned, 
millions paid to the Easit India Company, 
for expences, real or pretended, of wars for 
their own protection, while it notorious, 
that they are millions in debt to the nation ; 
and while it is equally notorious, that they. 
ha\^ a debt, which the nation is finally to 
take upon itself, which debt has, ofeourse, 
partly ari.sen from the sums of money paid 
to Lord Lake and his son. Where U the 
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difference to «s, whether we pay three hun- 
dred thousand pounds directly te Lord Lake 
iind his sen^ or whetb^ that sum be paid 
to them by a company, who receive the 
money from us^ without Iiavin^^ given us 
:uw value for it ? Th\s, iherefore, is the 
true light, in which to view the transaction ? 
vve have, during the last seven years, paid 
three 4iundred thousand pounds to Lord 
i./tike and his successor, and now that Lord 
Lake is dead, that successor comes to us for 
the means of supporting his dignity, he 
being too poor to support it out of his own 

purse. 1 object to the monuvicnt also, not 

merely as a thing of expcnce, but as not be- 
ing merited. 1 know of no deeds of great 
valour performed by Lord Lake, or by any 
Commander , that has ever been in India. 
Even Lord Cornwallis was a hero there. It 
is an inferior species of warfare which is 
there 'earned on. It is against a people not 
to be counted against Europeans. I should 
as soon think -of a monument for a man, 
ho, with a pack of mastiffs, had vanquished 
a numerous herd of cattle. We despise the 
idea of ** the conquerors of Peru and 
Mexico,” yet, it would be impossible to 
point out any essential difference in the two 
cases. The heroes, indeed, who return 
from India", will tell you that they have had 
bloody fellow's to encounter ; but, you have 
always this one fact wherewith to answer 
them : that there are thirty or forty millions 
of those bloody followi, kept in subjection, 
nay in abject slavery, by a thousandth part 
their number of' Europeans. I'liere is 
iiQ valour to be displayed^ in the defeating of 
snrh people ; afid, therefore, none of the 
r^fwards of valour ought to attend it. The 
parli.ament may, as far as they can go, put 
the name of Lord Lake upon a level .with 
that of Lord Nelson ^ but they cannot, thank 
God, give it any other than its proper place 
in tlie minds of the people. “ Brave 
man !” oh gallant man 1 ” They may 
repeat this as long as they plea.se. They 
' may even pass a vote to that anidlint ; but 
the people will still Iiave their own opinions; 
or rather, they will have no opinion at all 
about what they have never heard of ; and 
they Will remain hear|- whole though Bfty 
I/)rd I^kes should expire in a year. Sir 
Francis Rprdett appears, from the report of 
his speedn; to have made somethmg sound- 
ing like fm' apology for denying Lord Lake 
have discovered any proofs of" great mi- 
litary prowess ; but, surely, there required 
no apotogy -for speaking tiie truth, which 
ought to be speken, and freely too, of the 
.f*ertd as w;-!l of the living ; for, as to fli.e 
n;a.vivi; that ly) barm is to j^e .«aid of the 


I dead, if it means*nny thing more than that 
particular care should be taken not to cx- 
aggerate, and not to speak evil of tbeni un- 
necessarily, it is perfectly absurd ; becaui^ 
tlie observ^nep of it musH, of course, J|re{|d^ 
biography, and history, not only hspwaTbut 
as far as ij: produced any^ffecr'Sv allf mis- 
chievous. What, I would ask the reader^ 
must be the character of that maxim, the 
observance of which would transform the 
Newgate Calendar into a s^ies of pane- 
gyrics ? The gil^beled robber as w.ell 

as the peculator or corrpprz,'/ or borough- 
monger ‘'wliom he murdered ; and, if the 
circumstance of death is to sea^ up our lips 
with regard to th^atter, sphere is the justice 
of hbnging -up the’ 1 fv>vvi er that his name 
may be held in execration the last 

of his bones shall remain unreduced torits 
native dust, nay as long as the fragment of 
the rpost durable of^wood and ot metal, shall 
retain the signs of having been dedicated to 
the commemoration of guilt ? Where is the 
justice of this ? Let those who are advocates 
for the ^axim answer me the que.stion. 
Indeed, there seems to be no reason for tliis 
maxim, other than that it has been found in 
some Latin author, who, in all probability, 
was actuated by a sellish motive, and whose 
doctrine, therefore, will, it is to be feared, 
never want an abundance of advocates. 
If ever there be an occasion, where thp me^ 
ritsef a person deceased ought to be freely 
discussed, it surely is when a claim is pre- 
ferred, founded upon those merits. A similar 
discussion in history is useful, and, there- 
fore, proper ; but, in a case like the present 
it is absolutely necessary to the ends of 
justice ; and, if the persons, who are to 
decide upon the claim, act in trust for 
others, and yet shun the discussion, they 
are guilty of a breach of that trust,— 
But, I may be' asked, why these observa- 
tions, now that the monument project has 
been given up? The observations apply to 
the grant of money as well as to the'monu- 
ment ; but, the proposition Was made, and 
it was^ from very shame only ihat it was 
abandoned. Hou/ was it abandoned too ? 
What were the reason; given ? These rea- 
sons are worthy of being recordi^. Lord 
C^lereagh, who had on the 29 th of Peb. 
given notice, that he should move for the 
monument, came to the House of Comt 
mouS, on the 2 d of March, andsat^, that, 
in calling the attentiosi of the <hpuse to 
the notice respecting a moiuxmeuPto be 
erected to the .memory of lord Lake, 
which had been su^pencM by a notice, 
having a prior claim to iho^attention of the 
[^house, on a former night, did. not mean 



spij ^ [304 

torecar to thatnoticei or again to offer to meddle with; and I shall be glad to know 
the boose the motion which was the sub* what he meant by the difficulties of par* 
"ject of it. Having communicated with ** Ifamentarj/onn that had arisen’* to pre- 
many persons devoted to the memory of vent his motion for tlie monument. His 
(5 lord Lake, and participating in the high lordship is famous fc/t talking much and say- 
^X^epMtion in whibh be held till services ing little, and this is an instance of his ta* 
man/ he found that it was lent in that way. I know of no parlia- 
" thc^goRffiSfwish of those persons to give mentaryform” that there was to pi event 
^'*way to iAe dlffiiulim of pari Amenlart/ the making of the motion, of uhich notice 

** form that iiad arisen. The family of the • had been given. No: what he mig|it have 
'' noble lord, deeply penetrated with a sense said, w as, that the opposition which the 
** of gratitudejor the vote pjssed the other grant had ii*ct with, made him fear, that 
" night, was willing to rest ^ts claims on the the monument might meet wilh a much 
public louhiy.jhi^ rather than press a stronger opposition. Perhaps thirty or forty 
point upon wbiefi wawy tf those who had ptisoiis might have spoken against it. This, 
voted in approbation of lord Lake’s gene- however, hef would not have regarded ; but, 
ral merit and ^rviecs, may be found in it was the dwnion that he was afraid of, and 
opposition. . feeling he thought it he was quite sure, that the house would be 

" his diTty to cOncede ; but be could not divided, seeing that illibernl’' man. Sir 
iielp lamenting that parliament appeared Francis Burdett, would, in probability, be 
to have laid It down as a principle, that present. To havecairied the question by 
** the glorious testimony of a public monu- mere dint of office and of influence would 
ment was to be confined to the services of have been a little too barefaced, and he saw 
those who died in battle. Lord Howe’s that it was to be can led in no other way. 
monument was the only exception to this j llie reasons which he gave for withdrawing 
rule, foi that ot lord Cornwallis’s stood * his notice were truly worthy of him and of 
**"ion very distinct grounds. He* admitted the claimants. “ The family of the noble 
that the limitation to those who died fn ** lord was willing to rest its claims upon the 
battle was a good and convenient general '' vote already passed.” That is to say, they 
** principle. But at the same time, when weio not sublimated by their nobility out of 
** monuments were held to be the most their sober senses ; and that like good, pru- 
* appropriate maiks of public gratitude, as dent, philosophical people, they preferred 
being at the same time most honorable to the solid pudding to the empty praise/’ 

** the deceased, and best calculated to excite or, at any rate being provided for them- 
emulation in tlw minds of posterity, it selves, they were c«inlent to waive their 
" seemed to be a strange exclusion that pie- claims to that which was to have done honour 
** vented a lord Lake, a loid Rodney, and a to the memory of hun, upon the alleclged 
lord Duncan,* from btMtig found among merits cf \ihoni, 4 hey had claimed and ob- 

the illustrious heroes thus consecrated to tamed that piovtsion 1 cannot dismiss 

" fame, while many persons of much in- this iOibject, without going back a little to 
** ferior rank and merit were so honoured, notice the reported spcedi of Mr. Bankhs, 
The distinction would never be asked hut op the 2()ih of Febiuary. “ He thought 
** for striking examples of merit and ser- the qne&tiou might be judiciously divided; 

vice, and the reward may safely be grant- he could not resist the grant of the 

" ed without the fear of deviaing into " p'enslon to loid l^ke, and di tiered on this 

** abuse,’ It would certainly be no injuiy to as he did on many other topics^ from an 

those who fell in battle, tor imit to a paiti- hon, Imonet, lie thought, that to li; 

cipation of this honour, those who had " bei ally icward ‘brilliant services was, in 

** equally entitled themselves by victory, ** all cases, the best economy. He object- 

and who bad no other bar to theil claim " ed, however, to tile retrospective date 

but that of a greater interval of time be- commencing at 1803. He disapproved 

tween their service and their death. It also of extending the grant beyond the 

“ was not tlie death but the service that was ** present loid Laxe's successor, //c sen* 

” the proper object of leward.”— — I ^ill " suted the p}inu pie oj annexing, of course, 

not pester the reader with any remarks upon “ pensiofis to pea ages for the were put post 

'these of his lordship, which are of " of sustaining the tank of ike patty, Ii 

tio raorij importance than the coiiversaiion a late review of the pension list which fel 

whiob passed at mother Catalaui's, when he ** to his lot, with othcis, in the aiuhaegt 
and his wife, the otiier .lay, were honoured by a certain duty, he was sorry to fnd si 

an admission to a select party of that celc- many names of high tank on that Ihi 

brated squallcr. His facts aic all that 1 shall«^ ^ He thought that ilie hoiiUur of a monu 
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'* inejpt shonlU be confined to those who of high rank** which Mr. Bankes has foond . 

had fallen in victory, or died in cowe- upon the pension JTst, I wonder whether bis ^ 

qncnce of wounds lecciied id the action eye rested, for a moment, upon the name of 
that led to victory.’* -t AstoMr Kar.kes*s j Lai^y Louisa Per^vt , a daughter of the Earl, 
differing from Sir. Francs Hurd^tt, upon * of Uxbiid^e, wdio has a fortune of, perhaps^ 
many other** topics as well lu that of this j sixty thou'slincV pounds a year.^ ThisjV/»*s^. 
gr^it of tiie public money, it was lund j could not ha\ e been granted of 

ly neccbbary to dccLiro it; foi, 1 will ven- i poverty, and yet, I. have never heard of any 
tvire to say, that there are not ten men very brilliant services that Lady Louisa has . 
in the whole nation, who ever did, or tendered the conntry ; nor is it, indeed, , 
ever will, couple their names together, t easy to conceive.*, how she can, in any pos- . 

If, howe'er, we imiy judge fiom the siblc way, havC'bceii of set vie« to that pub- 

answer of the baronet, the declaration is lie, from whosO earnings Addington 
not likely to have any very strious effect thought ^it pioper a pension, 

upon ejtiier bib health or his .spirits 3 for, he This is very “ indeJicafe,” it will be said,, 
Is reported to have said (and he is not apt to A man must bea very brute to ask for the rca- . 
disguise his' sentimehts). that he was con- sons wdiy hisi^Dcv4» ^cn hV the tax-gatherer 
fident, that he should be able to console lu’.dgiven loTLady Loms^OiUlt y^’.hep a poor 
himself for the want of a participation in vvci.ian comes to ask relief from the parish, 
principle with th« honourable gentleman, it is not at all indelicate** to enquire, affd. 
— — Mr.^Bankes might as well have said most rigidly, too, into the grounds of her 
nolbjng aboui the pension list, nr. til 't had claim; and, there isj besides, a Idw' to corp- 
been fojth coming; for it is now nearly a pel fathers, who are able,, to maintain such 
year since the making of it out was of their children (of wb.atcvcr age they may 

upon the ameiided, or rather, the changed, the), as are incapable of maintaining them-, 
motion of Lord Cochrane. Jn that list, his selves; a /lint, from which, I think, Mr. 
lordship wished to have stated only the Bankes and his colleagues of the finance 
names of memlers of ike House of Com- committee inai'’, if they are so disposed, de-, 
,^mons and their relations, only the names of derive considerable profit. 

the guardians of the public purse,*’ who Mk.Stkelk. This geirlcman, whose 

touched out of that purse. This was over- name made a great figure in the wranglings 
ruled, and all the pensioners were to be put of last year, is now nev.T mentioned.' The 
into one list. This list, however, hangs pqblic will bear .the circumstances in mind- 
back. When it comes, any one will be Mr. Sjeele was one of the army paymasters ; 
competent to move for a division of it; for, he was succeeded by I.ord Temple; 'Lord 
the thing to be desired is, a list of all the Temple found that Mr. Steele had taken out, 

members of tlie House of Commons, who .a large .sum of the put^lic money without any 

re^ceive, by themselves or tf^eir relatiojis, any proi^er authority ; these facts were laid before 
sums of money but of the taxes, that is to a committee, called the finance committee;' 
jgay, out of the sura.s which they annually a report from this committee was upon the* 
vote away. This is the list which ihena- point of being made, when the short parlia- 
tion wants to be funli^hed with ; and we ment was dissolved 5 and, as the public will. 

bhall liave it, sooner oi later. 1 perfectly hardly need to be reminded, the whig papers 

agree, wnb Mr Bankes in censuring the p«-ac- as.serled, that, in order to avoid the poblisli- 

tice '' of a/Hii?xing, as a matter of course, ing of this report, the ministers resolved 
pensions 'm peerages tor the mere purpose upon a sudden dissolution. Yet, mark the 
of sustaining the ran[: of the ^ party ;*’ sequel, one whole session, and half another 
brit, I should censure equally, the peering session, have now passed, and not one word 
of men,.. merely because ill have, iiomai- havctlioHe whigs said ajjout Mr. Steele rmd 
ter how,, gotpoisession ot innnensc sums of bis money ! Ko \ that would not suit their 
m iey,.aqd are, thereby, enabled to bring purposes wow'. They have oth^r game; and, 
' Eeve»*a|, votes ipto parliament, I^know that having taken time to cool, they have consi- 
• J have .the^,. misfortune to difi'er, in ibis re- der^'d, perhaps, that it would not be ‘^liberalV 
aped, frojm :the Edinburgh reviev^ers, who to press hard upon poor Tommy Steele.” 
think this jfhe pnJy modd' ol obtaining *■ a true As to public justice, that is quite aijotber, 
repfesebtation of the people;” but neither matter.' And yet, with facts like this 
that clrc.tiitistanre nor the silence of Mr. before his eyes; vyith 'many sodk facts^* 
Banjoes upon the subject, does at all lend \o there is a correspondent, in the present Sieet, 
convince” me, that , a man ought to be made who complains of my hostility to the, Whigs, 
a lord merely bjccause he has amassed a larg^l J will answer him at length in anpther Num- 
0 um of mciuey. Amongst the «• names ^ ber ; but, I wUl now observe, tbatltov^ 
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not b^en able to discover, in .any part of 
their conduct, one proof of their desire to 
'^’^]pronaote the interests or hopour of the conn* 

« try, and that, as far as relates to the ma- 
-Niagetne^t of the public * iponey, I think 
n worse thali their successpVs. The 
very thin^that they should have set 
about wasli^ wquif)r into this adair of Steele, 
r-. If was an affair of the utmost im[?ortance j 
'and it was peculiarly their duty, as guardians 
of the people’s money. This is the sort of 
matters relating to which they; should move 
for, papers. Ine power of^ the House of 
Commons is si*r*pl,Y thi 3 .P<>wer of the purse-, 
but, for reasons whVch are now obvious to all 
*the world, this is llio only power, which 
the regularly traii^pd opposition seem never 
to wish to exercise,^,.. • 

ArmV*. Cvjjcr Castlereagh has, I per- 

•cesve, "given notin' of his intention to in- 
troduce into ilie ivlntiny bill of this year a 
clause to give recruits the choice of enlisting 
for life, or for term of years. This is, in 
fiict, to repeal the law for term of years; 
because there is no doubt, but by subsequent 
bill, or rc^ulaiio/if the ministers will take 
care that there slut 11 be no eiilLAnent for 
terip of years. If there ever was a mea- 

sure, in tlieir approbation of which all men 
of sober judgment might be said to be 
unanimous, it was that of changing Uie mi- 
litary service to term of years. There was 
only one little knot of men, under the im- 
mediate guidance of stupidity, substantial, 
tangible stupidity, €ccompanied with obsti- 
nacy proverbial, that opposed this measure, 
and that, too, from motives too bad and 
base to admit of 'description. Yet, is this 
measure now to be rehderecl nugatory by a 
side-w’ind clause of an act of parliament, 
made for the professed pur[>ose of punishing 
mutiny and de.serlion, two crimes chiefly to 
be ascribed to the want of this very measure. 
The reasons for changing the engagement of 
soldiers from that of for life to that of term 
of years have been so often stated, and re- 
maiap so completely unansw'ered, that it 
would be a w^aste of time to repeat the state- 
ment of them here ; but, it may not be un- 
necessary to point out some of the* conse- 
quences, which will result from the passing 
of the clause now proposed. The first will 
be a falling off in the numbers recruited for 
the regular army, unless a higher bounty be 
given; for, it never can be intbecontem* 
'’platieu of any man in his senses to create a 
**air cov^petition between the two conditions 
of service, it evident that none but an 
ideot will enlist for life at the same bounty 
which is held out to him to induce him to 
tqjilt for 6v«'4r seven years* Yes j U 


self-evideut that none but a real ideot, a crea- 
ture that U incapable of distinguishing M 
oun£e of breijd from a whole loaf, will ev«r 
be persuaded to work twelve hours for a* 
shilling, when he cAi have, froin (lie same 
master, and for die very same sort ot work, 
a shilling for working only three ^ or four 
hours. The clause, therefore, must be in- 
tended to produce no effect at al), unless it 
»be attended with some regulation gwing i - 
perior inducements to the service for M , 
The chief of these inducements must be uf 
a pecuniary nature j that is to say, a higher 
bounty muht be given, and tiicn w(3 come 
back again to all the evils of high bount)', 
which have been so long n subject of general . 
lamentation. We shall again have men de- 
serting in a post chaise and four ; and, after 
all, so many men will not be raised at once 
for the regular army ; more frequent drafts 
must be made from die militia, and more 
frequent applicaliqiis to the oppressed and 

affrighted parishes.-^^ Another consequence 

will be this : there will be a distinction made 
between the treatment of the men, who 
have enlisted for term of year.j, and those 
wdio have enlisted for life, unless the former 
choose to chaise the condition of their ser- 
vitude, I leave any man, who knows any 
thing of the army, to judge of the slate into ^ 
w’hich this will throw a regiment. I leave 
him to judge of the many acts of oppression 
that will herefrom arise. No term-of-yoars 
men must be left ; for then tlieir example' 
would 1)0 fatal ; mutU>y and desertion \vr>ul4 
inevitably be ihe.conscquAice. They must 
be frowned upon; the door of prornotkn 
must be shut against tliem with the hand 
kept upon the kfti^h to signify, that it may 
be opened upon - their compliance. Thus 
will each regiment be deprived of the best 
services of the best of its men, who, feel- 
ing, as they must, the injustice exercised, 
towards them, w'ill have nothing left theiii 
but* to hang or blind or maim them- 
selves, or to desert. I do really think^ 
that if party malignity siiould so far 
prevail las to effect the adoption of the 
clause above-mentioned, it will be very likely 
to give rise to a genetal mutiny, — Tins 
sudden change in the military system, in 
that part ef it which is certainly the most 
important, must exdiie contempt for the go- 
vernment in the minds of the soldiers. It 
is a matter that conce> ns them ■all so closely, 
that they must think about it, and they linll 
talk about it. What must they, then, thyik 
and say of this capriciousness in law-giving ? 
Lord Castlereagh is deceived, if he supposes, 
qhat they have their cyesishut. They have 
rfic use of their eyes and their ears and tfieia 
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tongues into the bargain j arid, there is this tyrannical disposition, would wish to prp* 
circumstance attending their remarks apd vent. The best of* the men will be the last 
opinions, that they are all of a m'^rid. What to be tempted to sell their liberty .for the' 
must that mind be with Respect to laws and means of a debauch, and yet, in the waf of 
regulations, which are changed with every these men jt will be absolutely necessary 
change in the ministry? To what sort of throw evei^sort of discouragement. Jljilcisr 
motives must they attribute such changes ? useless to tell me about the 
In this case the change is so obviously against tice and hiyuanity of the omcer^^^'heuffi- 
them; it has in it something so ungracious j ccrs, generally speaking, will act agreeably'*^ 
it has such striking marks of a return to op- *to the will of those who are able. With a 
pression, that it must be, by them, so con- breath, to sink or to raise them j and, if that 
sidered. It will be in vain to disguise the will be, that these should be no, men remain 
real nature of the measure by calling it a per- upon term-of-ye^rs service, 1 would not for 
mission to choose. There is not a private a trifle be, even for one^w^ of my life, in 

soldier in the army fool enough not to per- the skin W a man. ^There is no just 

ceive, that the government thinks that the ground for the change proposed.; there is 
measure last adopted left the soldier too no good reason thati^an be g^ven for it ; and 
'much at liberty; loosened its hold upon 1 trust k will not be pers?^^^;cd in ; for, if it 
him ; that it now repents of what it has done be, I am fully persuaded that The very*^ exist- 

in his favour; and that it wishes to re-grasp ence of the army will be endangered. Andj 

him for life. It is quite impossible to per- is this to be done from a mere motive of pe- 

suade him that this is intended for his good, tulance? Merely to provoke an opponent; 
or, that it has not proceeded from a spirit of or to prevent it being said hereafter, that the 
harshness towards him ; from a disregard of great and salutary change, which has been 
his feelings joined to an opinion, that he was lately adopted, with the general approbation 

made merely to be food for powder.— It of the couqjtry, is to be ascribed to the wis- 

is a well-known fact, that, at a late Quarter dom of that opponent ? There is something 

Sessions of the peace, an offender having had so shocking in the idea that one turns from 

his choice, to go into the army or to Botany it with horror.—— After all, however, if it 
®ay, preferred the latter for a limited period be resolved, that nothing, however good. 
Ip the former for life ; expressing, at the built up by a political opponent, shall re* 
same time, his readiness to enlist under main undemolished, the fair way would be» 
Mr. Windham’s Plan.'* Nor is this at all to bring in a billof re’pea/. To endeavour to 
surprizing. Hope h not only one of the sap the foundation by a side wind clause ; to 
chief ingredients ii\. the ^happiness of man, enact a provision that shall surely work its 
but man may be said to live upon hope, fill ; and then to cry out, that the thing 

Hope for something or other he will. Some was not calculated to stand, would be a most 

will have no thoughts of lAaving the array, unmanly mode of proceeding, and discovef a 

but will live upon* the hope* of promotion, mind made up of meanness itself Once 

The number of these must, however, be more I must observe, by way of conclu- 

comparatively small. The chief hope of sion, that it is paltry in the extreme, that 
the far greater part must always be the ter- it is despicable hypocricy, to pretend to 
mination of the servitude. Let this hope be give the soldiers, already enlisted, their 
built upon a positive engagement, and tjie choice of volunteering for life, or remaining . 
soldier contents himself therewith; because upon their present footing. There will be; 
the foundation is sure, and’clear before his and there can be, no choice in the case, un- 
eyes ; but, if lie has no such engagement to less the soldier were arrived at very neS?iy 
rest upon, he seeks for some other fhunda- the end of his term. The soldier may indeed 
tion, and desertion is ^he first that presents choose ; for he mdy enlist for lite, desert, 
itself ; for he must have hope, or he cuts bis or cut his thferat ; but, as to living, a term- 
throat, Not only is it, in the case contem- of-years man, in a regiment, almost the 
plated, to refuse him a lawful hope where- whole of whose men are enlisted for life, 
with to cherish his patience, but actually to with a strong desire in all the officers to in- 
take such hope away from him ; and, as to duce nim to enlist for life as well as the rest, 
the guineas for which he may be iniliiced to the thing w*ould be impossible. Again, 
sell it, they will bo forgotten w-hen he is therefore, 1 must express my earnest wish 
rousfed from the sleep, into which he has that the ministers may abandon a scheme so 
been thrown by the expending of those gui- evidently full of danger and of cruelty. 
neas. Here, too, the eflect will be precise- Orders in Council Bill^— ** A g®- 

ly that which anyone but an obstinate hu- nera) meeting,” says Uie Morning Chroni* 

man brute, bent upon the indulgence of his j ok of the 8th instant, of the 
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V trade ia'to take place on Thursday next;, 
the purpose of taking measures with 
re^rd to the Orders in &oncil. Several 
f resojLttons are, understar^, to be 
prmfced by Mr, Mullett and Mr, Mann, 
" anIX?2^ t|iat Mr. A. Baring, the 
aumorol the celebrated pampl^et upon 
" ^ this subject, will faring forward Petitions 
f to bbth Houses of Parliament. A very iiu- 
' rnerous and respectable assembly is ex- 
^ pected, as reqnisitiom is signed by 
" •several of the most emine«t merchants in 
the city.’*— T>='*:jT/g measures f What 
. do they mean by taking measures*? And 
what right have these men to meet, in greater 
numbers than f^ies, any more than other 
people*?^ Mr. Baring has, possibly, half a 
million *of money in his pocket, a circum- 
^ stance which has not tended to lesssen the 
number of puifs, which Mr. Perry has in- 
serted in his pamphlet j .but, a circumstance 
by no means sufficient, thank God, to au- 
thorize Mr. Baring to dictate to the minis- 
ters and to the parliament. Sir John New- J 
port is alarmed lest Ireland shoulc^suffer for 
want of the primum of its linen manufacto- 
ry ,* which it now gets from America. In- 
stead of primum of linen manufactory, why 
could not the honourable Baronet have said 
linseed. It is shorter, more correct, much 
more easy to be understood, and is preferable 
'for every purpose, except, perhaps, that of 
convincing his readers, that the honourable 
Baronet w^as once* at school. — —As to the 
ground of alarm, however, it is purely 
imaginary. It indeed, Indian corn, or 
water-melons, had been the the primum 
of the linen manufactory,” the case would 
have bteen desperate; but, the primum 
" of (he linen manufactory,” that is to say 
(throwing aside this verbose manner of ex- 
pression), linseed, will grow in Ireland, full 
.as well as it will in America; and, as there 
is a scarcity of land only, in the former 
country, or rather of cultivation, I see no 
hdrm, but a great deal of good, likely to arise 
from converting part of the linen weavers 

into husbandmen. Mr. Perceval’ii answer 

was, that such observations would tend 
to show the Americans how they might 
continue to distress us. ” This was a cry- 
ing answer. It discovered a want of re- 
source. As if it was not the business of the 
opposition to make distress, if possible, in 
order that the country might be tired of the 
ministers and drive them out of then* places ; 
an<f, ns if Mr: Perceval and his set had not 
done the sanie thing when they were out of 
office. No, no: crying will never do. The 
^‘iiy to have answered ^ir John was to Lajfe 


prevent the sun from shining and the raitt^ 
from falling vpoh the land in Ireland ; 
that the longer the I|ish would be without 
American linseed, the longer the Americans 
would be without shirts.^-^ — When we come^ 
to talk of distresses, we have decidedly the 
advantage ; and of this all the world will fie 
convinced, if the bill now passing remain in 
|‘ force for a year. 

Botley, \Q March, 1808 . 


DEraNCE OF THE WHIGS. 

' Sir, — ■■■In common with others of your 
readers, I have remarked, with some sur- 
prise, the extreme hostility which >you seem 
to cherish against the late administration. So 
strong is your propensity to ^blame them, 
that you not only seize with avidity every 
circumstance that falls in your way, which 
can by any possibility be made a ground of 
accusation, but not unfrequently " travel 
out of the record** in quest of materials for 
censure. What can be your reasons for an- 
tipathy so violent, for invectives so acrimo- 
nious ? Those who, with me, are of opinion, 
that the late ministers deserved well of their 
country, and who beheld their dismissal 
from office with the deepest regret, regard- 
ing it as really a public calamity, cannot* 
greatly admire the wanton and illiberal re- 
flections on their conduct, which so frequent- 
ly occur in the Political Register. If it be 
inquired what the late ministers did to merit 
approbation, I also \fould^sk in return, who 
is there so unreasonable as to expect every 
political virtue to be brought into full exer- 
cise, everyneedfuf plan of reform completed, 
every long established aneWnveterate abuse 
extirpated, by any set of ministers, within 
the compass of twelve short months. For ■ 
my part, lam inclined to give them credit 
for having accomplished as much as time 
and circumstances would well admit of : nor 
ought it to be forgotten that it was the urg- 
ing of a most salutary measure of reform, 
equally Just and expedient, which occasion- 
ed their dismissal. Admitting, however, 
that both the Ins an(jl the Outs are alike 
worthless, and deserving of tlie reprobation 
you bestow upon them, admitting that the 
demerits of the tvKO factions, as you call 
them, if weighed against each other, would 
be almost equally balanced ; it appears ta, • 
me that the manner in which (be present 
ministers contrived to sneak into power, 
and to circumvent their more maiily andHro- 
nourable rivals, is a circumslanco ui itself 
nlone abundantly sufficient to turn the scale 
^against those who coulvl stQo]> to such artifi- 
ces. Allowing, then, that the late ministers 
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cJcscrre rcprehemhn fcnhGir cldinquGticics, 
it seoms hardly lair tiiat the moa.'»iire of 
chasUscmcQjt dealt out to them, should'^so 
much exceed what* talL to the sfiare of ihcir 
opponeau — Indeed, at tiicpoiiod of the late 
change of admlnistiraiion, 1 could not but 
wonder that the secret maeliinations, the 
back-stair cabals, the mystery of iniquity’* 
by which that change was cfiectcd, did not 
draw down a few more strokes of your scor- 
pion scourges. Bch ro that time, notwith- 
standing the occasional severity of your ani- 
madversions, you appeared, on the whole, 
inclined to think rather favourably of the 
late administration. At the close of your 
strictures on their behaviour in regard t(' the 
Hampshire petition, if I mistake not, you 
declared, even on that occasion, that yon 
wished tlicm well, and hoped for their conti- 
tuiancejn ofHco. And, I pertectly recollect 
that in giving your sentiments on Lord Hen- 
ry Betty’s plan of li nance, you rcmaiked, 
that whatever diftcrent \icw.^ might be en- 
tertained of the thing itself, y<Mt were 
pleased to think that one good etlect w'oukl 
certainly result from it, viz. that it would 
have a tendency to promote the popularity 
of the ministry, and thereby enable them to 
maintain their ground against the intrigues 
fcof the secret cabinet. I confess, indeed, that 
any disposition which you might discover to 
support tkc late administration, appeared to 
arise quite as much from a contemptuous 
opinion entertaiued of their opponents, 
as from any peculiar feelings of regard to 
themselves. For, 'Srell do I remember your 
being accustomed to esprtjss yourself con- 
cerning the then opposition, both as a party 
and indi\idually„ ^ in the fnost degrading 
terms. You laughed them to scorn for their 
pusillanimous abandonment of the helm of 
state on the death of their leader. You 
treated fheir opposition to the executive go- 
vernment as equally factious and feeble. You 
ridiculed the editor of the Morning Chroni- 
cle for dignifying so contemptible j set of 
woidd-le statesmen, with the name of “ the 
Opposition.’* And yef, not long afterwards, 
you are found hailing with exultation, the 
triumph obtained by ‘that very junto — the 
k^ne of all good government during the pre- 
sent reign — the success of whose intrigues 
you had just before so afrongly deprecated. 
You are tbund rejoicing at the exaltation of 
those very men whom you had lately profess- 
ed to dcs pi •*£!:’ and expressing gratitude to 
his majesty for the change in his councils, 
which, you said could, not be for the worse, 
and might be for (he better. I am at a loss 
to conjecture how you can explain away in- 
cuBsisteiicy *0 glaring,— In youj: Registor of * 


/ Jan. 30, you allude to a notice, given by Mr. 
j Sheridan, of a mpfloii on the state of Ire- , 

' land : whence you conclude that the . 
tion of Catholic emancipation, as it \& caned> 
is again to be brouglit forward, Mr. f 

S, express! stated that hi did not iut&tl to . 
include tliefcafholic question ' 

jects of his motion. Is it f)ossi&1c?^iat‘ you . 
could hav5 totally ovt*rl(K)ked this dcclara-'*^ 
ilion ? If not, why was it passed over without • 
the least notice? Why did you gratuitously 
assume that Mr^S. and his friends are again 
about tf» agitaig the Catholic question^? 
Why, if not because jt.^furni5hed you with 
an opporMinity of bringing a charge against 
(he present o| position, of facticus and in- 
consistent conduct, in proj^psing a measure 
when (f'ut of oilire* which they abandoned 
wdien in place : because it ailbrded ground 
for accusing them of ba .encss in so abandonr ■ 
ing, for the sole purpose of keeping their 
places, a measure which they had judged it 
I'.ecessary to proprise'. Knw, t am by no 
means convinced that in all cases a member 
. of parliament ought to feel himself abso- 
lutely precluded iVom giving support to a 
measure nfert iy because particular circum- 
stances may have led him to deem it impru- 
dent to forward that measure when in office. ‘ 
And, as to the blame which the late minis- 
ters have incurred in consequence of not 
having resigned their places rather than con-, 
sent to arrest the progress of what was called 
the Catholic Bill, the charge has always ap- 
peared to me extremely fotile. It cannot 
surely be contended that it is the duty of xni- 
!iisters to throw up their places in sullen dis- 
gust whenever anydiflerence of opinion may 
arise between themselves and the king. On 
the contrary, it may be asserted that such a 
step can but rarely become necessary, and 
only in extreme cases. Now, it is by no 
means clear to me that tha case in question 
w'as one of that description. The measures 
which the bill was designed to carry into ef- 
fect were doubtless highly expedient and 
proper, but I do not know lliat they were-of 
such imperious necessity, as to brook no de- 
lay, to bend to no circumstances whatever. 
The late •ministers, so far from having been 
guilty of any dereliction of duty, appear to 
have judged wisely when they resolved to 
relinquish their object for a time, till they 
could® introduce it under auspices more fa- 
vourable for its accomplishment. Abandon 
the measure ! What injustice in such a 
charge ! Were they not particularly cdreffif 
to have it understood that by giving up fchc 
measure then, they did not pled^ them- 
• selves never Ip bring it forward again ? And 
was it not in consetyicpce of being tUvs- 
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stead/ to fbeif principles, and frank faaavow- 


them, that tht^y lost tlreir places ?•*— In 
Register ot* Jap. 1 6, you say that you 
rrjoice ill the pro^^pect of “ the complete 
SihnihjjBfion of Whi^i;gism, which ijas existed 
years to the infinite injury of 
hngltnll'T J»sjs SO extraordinary a decla- 
intion, and %o much nt variance x^ith some 
■^f the doctrines you now profess, tuat you 
must 3lJow me to call upon you for an ex- 
planation of your meaning. By Whiggism, 
J believe, is couimonly undeubtood iliose po- 
litical principles winch ere i«e a generous at- 
tachment to thatclp’-''^ ter of fieedom, which 
is the distinguishing feature of tbd English 
constitution. The salutary and genuine 
operation of thc^fc princi[des on a representa- 
tive of the people, \Mis well descnbfed by 
one of our sen iiors, wnen he 'lared that 
* Wh considered it to be his duty to keep 'his 
car ever open and attentive to the ^*okc(j the 
pecipfe, while* his eye was steadily fixed, with 
watchful jealousy, on the ihrone. In order 
to justify the flippant language above quoted, 
it will not be sufficient to say that you dici^ 
not intend to speak ligbdy of ^^hig princi- 
ples, but meant only to express your disap- 
probation ot the conduct of the Whigs, con- 
sidered as a political party. For, if so, the 
sentiment ought to have been differently ex 
prcistd. Wh’ggism ought not to be brought 
into di^'gr ce on account of the faults of 
those who profess it. If the votai.es of 
Whiggisni have sometimes eired, has not 
this arisen lroni*their having lost sight of 
those puie and genuine principles, which, if 
faithfclh acted upon, would have been the 
safeguard of their honour, and their protec- 
tion fiom lepioach^ To annihilate Whig- 
gism Would be to annihilate the constitution 
itself. Unless, therefore, )ou can find out 
some other definition of the term than what 
Is here given, I do not see how you will be 
able to defend the expressions alluded to, or 
how they lan be reconciled with the senti- 
ments which you are in the habit of expres- 
sTng about freedom and reform. You highly 
value the Bill of Rights, and other constitu- 
tional laws, and strongly recommend them 
as the grand antidote of all political mala- 
dies. You consider them as the bulwarks of 
the constitution. Yet, how were, these bul-' 

. warks erected if not by Whiggism? --j- Re- 
lying on your candour for the insertion in 
jropr Register, of these remarks, — I am. Sir, 
your very obedient servant,—- TaBBOR — 
froresster. Fed. itjOS. 

» . 

OH WAR. 

StR,—— In consequence of a ver)' able 
letter addressed by you to Mr. Rost^e, 
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which appeared in your Register of the I3th 
instant j I am induced to trouble you with A 
few ^ observations upon an abstract priiiciplo 
contained in it, concerning which, itseems# 
you ai)d henre at variance. The principle 
to which I allude, is— the general question 
of War: not only as affecting the present 
contest betvseen England ond Fiance,* Uut 
its influence upon society at large — It is un- 
necessjry to dilate upon the importance of 
the questiuo or to say that it is one of tho«o 
which have occupied the most seiious atten- 
tion of (he fir^i characters in all ages, and in 
all countries : ahliough, by the way, it is 
worthy oi mention, that, with the exception 
cl Hoboes, who contended that the natural 
statp of man is w\aifaie ; most otlier eminent 
political wiiicrs ot this counfr), hive put it 
down as a state repugnant to the feelings of 
linmanity. To undei stand the question bet- 
ter, It may not, how'cver, be amiss to divide 
It 111(0 Its several parts; to class those pat U 
according to their order, and to discuss them, 
in .IS ftcparate a mannei, as their nature will 
admit ot. 'i'his, I will endeavour to do un- 
der the following arrangement. 1st. An 
inquiry into the tendency of mankind to 
w«nr ; — 2d. Whether that tendency is natu- 
ral, or whether it proceeds from any other 
cause 3d. The good or evil resulting from* 
it, or the operation of its effects upon so- 
ciety at large . — and 4th. The advantages or 
disadvantages of it, when considered relative^ 

ly with a disposition to peace. 1. Now, 

Sir, you have, 1 thiRk, as-eited it, as a set- 
tled principle, that a tendency to war makes 
a pait of our nature; and, to establish your 
assertion, have r^erred us to the propensity 
which isexhibifed in earlji life to engage in 
those sports that approximate nearest to it. 
The foundation of your argument is so 
vague, that it is not easy to understand it: 
but, supposing this propensity to exist, is it 
to be inferred that the practice is indicative 
of a disposition to annoy — Is it to be infer- 
red, that, because I learn the art of fencing, 
my object is to pick quarrels, and to run my 
adversary through the body ? May 1 not en- 
deavour to acquire this habit, with a view 
of seff ({eJrTtcc upon some future emergency ? 
And so may, in like manner, this propen- 
sity to warlike exercise shew itself in our 
youth, and I have no doubt is instinctively 
implanted in us, for the purpose of preparing 
ourselves to act in defence of our persons. 
7’he law of self preservation” is generally 
admitted to be the primaiy law of nature | 
and it is an injustice to the wisdom of tlie 
Creator, to suppose that this early spirit pro- 
ceeds from motives of acting aggressiv^ to 
the, prejudice of another, father than tiefett* 
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"ively in one’s own personol protection 
I'hat it must proceed from one cause or the 
other, is, certainly, very clear j Jbut, that it 
should proceed from the^former, is, certain- 
ly, very strange, indeed, I know not how 
to entertain a thodght of it, without im- 
peaching the mercy of the Almighty 5 there 
is something so extravagantly preposterous 
in the idea, that He should make for the 
eal^e of unmaking ; and that he should form 
his creatures to-day, and implant in their 
systems a desire to annihilate one another 
agaiiiito-morrow. I can, however, readily 
' conceive that the disposition may proceed 
from the latter causey and, at the same 
time, be perfectly consistent with liis viewj 
of mercy, policy, and justice : in favour of 
this opinion, the law of self preservation** 
is countenanced by the sacred Oracles, and 
forms a part of the code of Moses. A 
** man may be forced to kill another, in his 
bvfii necessary self defence, and then the 
sin is not in the slayer, but in him that is 
slain ; for, in all cases of force, not he 
who is compelled to strike the stroke, but 
he, who is the cause of the evil, bears the 
whole guilt.” The justice of this decree 
is universally admitted : and in the English 
law especially; where it maybe adduced, 
%ii\d is allowed — as an argument for a breach 
of the peace, or for the commission of homi- 
cide itself! But I know not how it can be 
well defended, that we should be born with 
a propensity to injure one another; that this 
propensity should sj^cw ifself before we are 
even physically able to put it into execution; 
and that it should not only be sanctioned, 
but be encouraged by thet^eator.— In re- 
ply to this, you may, perhaps, say — if there 
is no disposition to attack ; where is the need 
of these precautions to defend ? This ques- 
tion will be better answered under the .se- 
cond head of my arrangement, wherein, I 
admit the disposition to attack ; but conceive 
that disposition to proceed from, and he 
strengthened by principles different from 
those which you have stated. To this head 
of my arrangement, I shall iromediatfly ad- 
vert, after noticing an zygument that is made 
lise of by you, to prove the intention of the 
Creator to encourage a spirit of warfare and 
opposition. You mentiop, that He seems 
to have said, at the time of giving diiierent 
fanguages to diffeient classes of men, be 
you forever separate.'* Now, wliat lie 
actually did waavery much to this cflect, as 
appefirs in the iltb chapter of Genesis, ver- 
to 6 , 7 flod 8 : viz. ** And the Lord said, 

** behold, the people is one, and they have 
all one language ; and this they begin to 
dp: and now nothing will be restr.^ncd 
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'' from themj which they bare imagined to 
d. Go tp, let us go down, and then 
confound their language, that they fiKy 
** not understand one another’s speech. * So 
the Lord ^ca tter^d them abroad from Whence 
upon the (acqof all the'&rlh.’* Herpifc-, , 
say, is implied the necessit)^j)f lfor» 
without w^r, it is, you think, evideti'e that to 
preserve that separation would, unless the*^* 
nature of man w'ere previously changed, be 
quite impossible. It appears, however, that 
this measure was not thought^ expedient by 
the Creator, wbor evidently, produced, and 
believed to be suflicient'r-the confusion of 
tongues, for the purpose of disuniting Hia 
people, and keeping them in a state of sepa- 
ration. If His intention had been to have 
acted according to youi idea, would He not 
have said — " Go to, let us go down ahd in- 
stil info their hearts a spirit of contention^ 
that they may fight, and Bee from one 
'' another, and be separate?’* But the exe- 
cution of this plan would but ill have cor- 
responded with that amity and meekness 
ij^ani rested in all His works, and so justly es- 
teemed among the principal attributes of the 
Deity.— ll. That a tendency to war, how- 
ever, does exist in the minds of some men, 
cannot, for a moment, be doubted; but 
then, it does not follow that this tendency, 
generally speaking (for there may be a very 
few exceptions) is natural. On the contrary, . 

I cannot conceive any thing more unnatural, , 
than that we should be gifted with a blind 
propensity mutually to destroy each other, 
without knowing why or wherefore. If it 
be not naturally ingrafted . in the system 
then ; it must be acquired in the growth : 
and if it be acquired in the growth, there 
must be a reason for its acquirement ; and 
that reason such as may be readily discover- 
ed, The fact is. Sir, that the actions of^ 
most men are regulated by a principle of self 
interest ; and so long as the ultimate object 
to be obtained is for their oyvn immediate 
benefit, they are not over nice as to th& 
means which they employ to become pi/a« 
sessed of it. Tlie mind is, at first, inclined 
to starriest this idea, believing it to be re- 
pugnant to the principles of morality and 
justice; but when it is considered that, by 
an admirable connexion, vir/ue and fiul/ie 
happiness arc so joined together, that it is 
almost impossible to attain the one, Withoul * 
following the other,— the circumstance no 
longer seems strange of men acting fr6m 
motives of self inte rest ; and, yet, 10 con- 
formity with the principles of. virtue, df 
there are, however, very few who act v!r- 
tuou.sly, for the sake of being virtuous ; who 
accommodate their conduct tp the rules ojf 
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«qait 3 r^ from a sliteer loye of equity; who 
^ ^onue the paths of morality, from a pure 
y ^^ffection for ks principle ; and who live with 
\ justi^, piety and chastity^ from an absolute 
of their merits :^th^e are still 
'fewerA>viH|o vice, for the sake of vice; 
who commit acfs of cruelty and injustice^ 
•wfrom an intuitive desire to be crfiel and un- 
just^ and who delight in deeds of indiscn-w 
minate murder, of calm, deliberate destruc« 
tion', and of ravenous rapine^— from an un- 
^ected fondness for their intrinsic qualifica- 
tions. Nevertheless, Sir, this would be the 
case, if, according to your idea, wo were en- 
‘ dowed with a blind propensity to war : for, 
then should w^ be led on to the indulgence 
of this propensity, without any other care 
than that of gratifying it ; our spirit of con- 
mention would prompt us to wreak our pas- 
sion upon the innocent, as well as the guil- 
ty, — between whom, indeed, we should be 
unable to discriminate; our intellect would 


then it is nc^ esteemed for itself, but for the 
object it is capable of acquiring. He must, 
indeed, bc^ very fond of fighting, who ek- 
poses himself to the danger of receiving a 
bard knock from his enemy, for the sake 
only of obtaining an opportunity to give him 
a harder. The noble mind of Don Qui^te 
dela Mancha might, to be sure, have che- 
rished such ideas; but, since his time, it 
would be difficult, I think, to point out ano- 
ther, who was so great an amateur of the 
profession. But, to be serious. Those, 
bred up to arms, do not love war for the sake 
of war ; but, like the rest of mankind ii]< 
other respects, love it from motives of self 
interest, or from motives, which approxi- 
mate very near to it : some, more distin- 
guished than others, love ic for those virtues 
you have particularized: viz. patriotistn, 
loyalty, and fidelity. Some, for reasons less 
noble, but equally unsubstantial : viz. ho- 
nour, rank, and reputation ; and others, for 


be disordered ; our reason would lose its 
sway ; and, in short, if ‘Mo war, to figl^t 
{which is the same thing) were a passion 
natural to all the creation," ^ you have 
stated ; “ the blood and baseness of our na- 
tures would lead us to most preposterous 
conclusions." But, if this tendency to war 
be not radically inserted in us, but proceed 
, from some other cause ; if it proceed from 
N the cause which 1 have hinted to be the 
source of most men's actions ; there is no 
fear of its urging us to such extravagant 
bounds, because the argument, which 1 made 
use of before, concerning the connexion of 
virtue and public happiness, applies also, in 
great measure, to the present case. This, I 
shall endeavour to shew under the third head 
of my arrangement, treating of the opera- 
tion of the effects of this tendency upon so- 
ciety at large : but, before quitting this 
, head, I am desirous of explaining myself 
more fully, for differing from you in opinion, 
that the tendency of mankind to war does 
tftft proceed from blind inherent qualities, 
but from those motives which are the pivot, 
upon which, our conduct generally turns. — 
If some ultimate benefit is held out by en- 
gaging in a war; if an opportunity offers Of 
bettering our fortune ; if a soldier expects 
to be made a corporal, by fighting well ; or 
a corporal, a serjeant; or any .otbef officer 
; looks to promotion for his exertions ; the 
nf^stery is immediately developed, and we 
are no longer at a loss to discover, why it is 
that the love of fighting predominates. It is 
not the medium, but the nfjjeci that is belov- 
ed 5 and if the object can only be acquired 
through the assistance of the medium : no* 
W'onder that the medium * is esteem sd :'bnl I 


what the generality of mankind are grasping 
after: viz. wealth, power, and dominion. 
This position maybe denied; nay, it may 
be denied by persons believing it to be un- 
true, because it is frequently dressed up in 
false colours and disguised so, that, upon a 
cursory view, it is imperceptible by the uij- 
derstanding : but, nevertheless, the truth of 
it is confirmed by actual observation, so as to ^ 
render unnecessary the use of farther argu- 
ment. If it w^ere not so, Mr. Cobbett, how 
happens it, that tlys French army has attain- 
ed its present pitch of discipline and order ? 
If it were not,* Sir, that each soldier looks 
forward to promotion, and fights for the ap- 
probation of •his general,'; for the mainte- 
tennnee of his character ; and, more espe- 
cially, for the plunder he expects to enjoy. 
Do not the same causes influence our sai- 
lors; who, brave, hardy, and perfect as they 
are, contemplate the amount of “ prize 
money," they are in hopes of obtaining, 
among the foremost advantages of their pro- 
fession. Give them the option of fighting 
an enemy's nian of w^ar, or a Spanish galleon 
laden with bullion, gold dust, and dollars , 
and see whether thCir love of fighting will 
induce them to atiaik the first, which, fr<^ 
its equipment and constitution, will lend 
them a harder tu| ; or, the latter, where, in 
all probability, they will meet with little or 
no opposition. Not only is this pecnliat;. 
Sir, to the French army, and to our navy,— 
blit so is it with all the world : so i« if with 
our soldiers ; or else, where would be the ■ 
need of bounty," which is held- out to 
them as a lure to enlist in the service. What, 
will dflv one attempt to make roe believe, 
that there is something jp captivating in the 
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name of, war 5 something' so irresistible in 
this natural tendency that you talk of, that, 
when a recruiting scrjeant claims a couniry 
bot)b)r on the back, and^asks him to fight for 
his ** king and ceuntry;” his arguments 
woul^ be equally cflbctive in prevailing upon 
him, without the use of money? Coimnon 
sense tells us, not ; aiul common ohsevvaiion 
proves it, not. This jmre spirit of wurfaic 
, neither exists, nor is it reasonable that it 
should exist : a man who goes into the rield 
with no other view tlinn the actual pleasure 
he expects to derive from the physical opera- 
tion of killing his adversary, is an incon- 
ceivable monster ; but if he has an object to 
attain, and, although acting repugn uitly to 
his feelings, yet believes his mode of action 
to be just and necessary, the case is totally 
different.— Having already made this letter 
longer than, I fear, you will find convenient 
to iftsert in your Register; I must defer the 
consideration of the two remaining tQpics, 
for the present.——! am. Sir, yours, &:c. — 
W. S. L.— 15, 1S08. 

TYTHES. 

Sir,- -Among the various merits of 
your excellent Register, I have received great 
tipleasure in observing the liberal admission of 
letters frooayour correspoiulenls, who have 
I occasionally differed from you on subjects of 
controversy, even when ilieir authors have 
not been deficient .in powers of argument, 
which are peculiarly yofjr forte : therefore, 
there is Jess reasdn to d«ubt, that you will 
admit my reply to some c^araordinary asser- 
tions of a gentleman, vvhoj under llie signa- 
ture of Vindex, hj|s lately engaged in an at- 
tack, on the Irish petitioners for a commuta- 
tion of tythes, — In consequence of the very 
great attention I have for years, paid to the 
various publications on this subject, I am 
persuaded, that the ability of one party in de- 
fending them, and the conviction of fhe 
other in condemning them, will never be 
productive of any thing but wrangling; and 
unless the legislature decidedly interferes m 
beliflif of the rights of society, in opposition 
to thetyrhe system ; tlie iniquity and tyran- 
ny of tythe gathering will continue to dis- 
grace the law and constitution of England, — 
Vindex condescends to allow the tythe to be 
one great grievance under which the Irish 
nation at present labours; and Uhen«artfu)ly 
pretends it i$ but a small part of them ; ho- 
pingjby this expedient of blending the tythes 
with other matter, to draw off the attention 
ot your readers from that main grievance, 
so far us to discourage them from any wish 
%o reform it ; but he ought to di^ipguish 
between a grievao^e established by kw; and 
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those which grow out of the corruption of 
the times; and the rapacity of individijals. ^ 
For the whole of the various oppressions ta ^ 
which Vindex imputes the discontents of/ 
Ireland, Ifc states as arising ** froin& £,ex- 
aclions of ICafholic j)riesl.s ; ^on^/tp^o^eolV- 
tyllu’vS levied by t lie Prol estam*. clergy / and 
the rents ^lemancled by the laud proprietory 
in»c! middlemen.” Surely, then, hepught ' 
to have marked tylhe gathering, which more 
particularly requires the reform of pariia- 
n>ent, as rnore*nfc‘ccssary lor'tts interfereiico 
than thi>se oihc/abuses, which the petition- 
ers tlieimelves might remedy, by the resolu- 
tions ot county meetii.g*', and inculcating a 
iiwe liberal condiKt m tl^cir own priests. 
The iyipropriaic t/ihe*' are the indisputable 
propertv of the iailx . yet it is r.o litllixfound- 
ed in rJaMJii and j ivi.'o, and so obviousl^y ^ 
disgiaccful to a fret, conslituiion, that parlia- 
ment has as much right to commute it by an 
honourable eijuivaleift, for the benefit of the 
commumiy, as to carry a public road through 
private property, on the same principle. No- 
rthing but wlltul misrepresentation, or pro- • 
fessional prejudice, can attempt to support 
an argument, that clerical tythes are as much 
a parson’s property, as the lauded e.state is the 
property of his patron : what a shameful 
claim it is to call that property which is no 
more than a legal privilege of plundering 
our neighbour’s fields. The more respecta- 
ble the profession of a clergyman, the mord 
it behoves them to obtaifi the abolition of 
such a privilege ; and of reaping where 
they have not sown,” under the sanction of 
a tythe lough, which disgracefully proclaims 
to all travellers, in this parish lives a tythe 
GATHERS A. The appellation of tythe own- 
er must be borne with, till tlic legislature 
assigns a provision for the clergy less incon- 
gruous to their religious and moral princi- 
ples. The clergy should make a point to 
distinguish the present unavoidahle situaCion ‘ 
of tythe owner ^ from the wilful character of 
gathering them in hind, which might 
sily done by resuming their ancient distinc- 
tion of a rose in the hat, which a tylhe ga- 
therer Would not venture to we?ir, when it 
would be a proof of his wishing to avoid an 
imputation he is ashamed of. — Vindex,' who 
must be^iiher a tythe^flf/if?rcr, or employed 
as thaii- advocate, observes that it would* 
be superfluous to eqter into any Pyool 
common law right of tythes.’* True, that i$ 
the very evil complained of, that the. com- 
mon law should protect a claim so inconsis- 
tent with the liberties of England ; a claim 
founded on the impostures of popery ; esta- 
blished by one monarch as an atonement for 
mtorder ; and confirmed by another, to le- 
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galize his own seizure of l^he property of the Mr. Cdbbett^ you Stated that annua) prod\iGO 
consents ; by dividing it among his cour- at fine hundred and twenty mi)Uona^ tbore* 
tiera% — ^Vindex does not hesitate to say fore, only se\. the rights of the clergy in the. 

thaWhe doubts, whether any land proprie- aggregate at doable their claims on agricdl- 
tor uijl.ie empire, c^n produce venerable ture, their revfenues wouW amount to twenty 
•a tide to his e^ate!!!" Aclmfiting, that all four millions annually, wdiich compared with 
our titles ocigin^ed with William the Con- the quantum meruit of curacies at fifty poutSda' , 

queror, subject to tythes previously establish- per annum in ten thoufiand parishes, would 
ed, l^tided estates are hereditary; did he give only five hundred thousand, and leave a 
make churcli livings so ? What parson can species of sinecure of upwards of twenty- 
say he was born to such a ^rectoiy, or can three millions in consideration of the same 
claim it beforellie patron trunks proper to J duty performed by curates ! Undoubtedly 
present him ? Who are their patrons ? Are lay tythes must be deducted from this calcu- 
they not the owners of the land, of*the /iro- latioh, still it is enormous and unmerited, 
rfvee o/’ ow/y, the parson can claim a and such an advocate. as Vindex, had better.,^ 
tythe? And ai^ not the clergy, servants drop the subject, who, with all his abilities ■ 
of government appointed* in aid of th® laws, has the modesty to call an attempt at an ho- 
le prevent the inflictions of penalties by nourable commutation, “ plunder,** when 
^jyeaching religion and morality ? Was go- that term may be applied with so much more 
vernment to adopt, and protect another na- justice, to tythe gathering. — ALandhold- 
t ion al religion, for example the Presbyterian, 10 , 1808. 

which disclaims the ri^ht of tythes; what 

would become of it, if it was not transferred OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

by law to the new ministers ? And to whora^ Report of the Minuter of JVar on thp Men* 

would that property naturally devolve, but to sures iahen by France under the present 

theownetsof the nine parts ? I if such case circumstances, — Jan, 

lay impropriations would be an exception, fConcludedfromp, 384, J 

but the iniquity of the tenure would soon be The necessity of shutting the pon 

commuted, either by church lands, or bought of the continent against our irreconcUi?^ 

out by occupiers subject to it. So much for able enemy, and of having upon every' 

argmnents about which arc much point of attack considt^rable means, lu or- 

^00 often pleaded by the clergy. Vindex dcr to profit by any fortunate circumstan- 

says the Irish petitioners could have no ces which might present themselves, to car- 
right to what wasAOt, and could not be con- ry the war to the heart of England, Ireland, 
veyed by William from the original gran* and the Indies, may remfer the levy of the 
tees.** Therefore, they petition, and on the conscription of l^OO necessary. — ^l1ie party 
most reasonable gtound, that they may rcco- which rules at liondon has proclaimed ihe 
ver a ri^ht to the produce of their own la- principle of eteTnnl war, !|nd the expedition 
boar and talents, growing on their own to Copenhagen has revealed its criminal in- 
estates, which is at present subject either to Icntions. Though the indignation of all 
plunder or litigation. The quibble produced Europe has been excited against England— 
by Vindex, that it would be unjust to the though at no period France had such pumc- 
clergy as well as to those who either sold or rous armies, it is sufticient — it is neces- 
*let land, subject to tythe which diminished sary that English influence should be attack- 
the value of it, that the cliftcrcnce should ed every where it exists, till the moment in 
go l 9 the present proprietors and pcciipiers which the sight of so many dangers shall in- 
fer which no consideration had been paid.** duce England to drive from her counsels the 
It may be asked, what would they get but a Olygarchs who direct them, and to confidp 
property they were originally entftled to, the administration to ^•ise men, capable of 
and the satisfaction of being exonerated from conciliating the love and interest of tbo 
an odious yoke from which aloiost^ all Eu- country with the love and /interest of the 
rope is relieved, by the convictiod, that it human race. — A vulgar policy would have 
originated from the priestcraft of PdJjery. made your Majesty disarm ; but such a po- 
But, Vindex says, “ his arguments will aj)- licy woAld be a scourge to France, and ren- 
ply^ually, both to abolition and'eommuta- der imperfect the great results you have pre« 
tion, unless commutation be adequate to the pared,— Yes, Sire, your Majesty, fat k‘om 
clejgy, and still levied off the soil ** He dimmishlog your arms, ought to augment 
.might with equal justice revive their original them, till England shall have acknowledged 
claim, whioh included all professions, trades, the iudimondence of all powers, and restored 
and mierchandize, as well as ihe produce of “to the that tranquillity which yowMa-^ 
iAe smi% I 4 oho of your former Registora, jesty has ei^ufcd to tljo^oolinent, Un- 
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doul)teclly your Majesty nCust Auffer in reqai- 
ringfrom your people fr^sl) sncrlBces, and in 
imposing hew obligations on tteni — but you 
ough^/^lso. yield Vi tlie cry of all tlie 
No rqpose till the sea be free, 
and a just peace shall have re-established 
France in the most just, the most useful, 
and the most necessary of her rights.*' 

IRELAND. 

Declaraiion nf the Protestants of Newry^ 
lately convened hy requisition — the Senes- 
chat in the Chair. 

• We the Protestant inhabitants of New- 
jy, actuated by a warm wish for the Iranquil- 
iity and happiness of our country, feci our- 
selves impelled, at this awful and roomen- 
, tous crisis of human adairs, to declare, in 
the most open and unreserved manner, our 
' sentiments, opinions, and wishes on a ques- 
tion on which the most important interests 
of Ireland, and of the empire, are deeply in- 
volved, viz. the claims of our countrymen, 
who profess the Roman Catholic faith, to an 
equal admissibility to the offices and digni- 
ties of the state with their Protestant fellow 
subjects. We aver that towards our fellow 
citizens of that persuasion we are actuated.by 
^ sentiments of sincere good will and unequi- 
vocal kindness : that we do not consider di- 
versity of religious belief as any ground of 
civil incapacity or political disqualification 3 
and that we shall rejoice to see them restored 
to every privilege and capability which the 
other subjects this great and free empire 
enjoy .-r-We lament ex<i?cdingly the obsta- 
cles which have hithert^ impeded tlie ac- 
complishment of that desL^able. object, and 
indulge the hop*e of seeing them removed. 
We are decisively of opinion, that the chief 
difficulty is founded on the appointment of 
tlie Roman Catholic Hierarchy of this conn- 
. try, who derive their dignity and rank in the 
church from the favour of a foreign poten- 
tate, now unhappily subjected to the dicta- 
tion and tyranny of our implacable enemy. 
We trust we shall be excused for siting that 
such a patronage was unknown for nearly 
eight hundred ycarc subsequent to the esfa- 
htishmentof Christianityin this kingdom, and 
that it is now unknown in Catholic countries. 

— rll is to us matter of the most sincere gra- 
tification to reflect that this view of the sub- 
ject has lately been urged and insisted on by 
many of the wisest, the ablest and most zea- 
loiw members of the Catholic body. We 
therefore look with respect and with confi- 
dence Xo the wisdom, (he good sense, and 


the patriotism of the respectable nobleman 
and gentleman who' preside over the Catho- 
lic counci Is. to this country, aiid froth the 
source we presume to hope for such dn ar- 
rangemept as may ten^ to obviate this ano- 
maly. — Under such an arrangement Ve en- 
tertain the most, conflden| hope and belief 
that the paternal goodness of our most gra 
cious sovereign, co-operating with the en-' 
lightened wisdom and liberal policy of the 
imperial parliament, would not hesitate to . 
restore our Catholic countrjpmen to a perfect 
parity with oueselves : and we should far- 
ther hoi^ that such an arrangement would 
be rendered more complete and satisfactory 
by such a national provision for the Catholic 
clergy as would admit of adequate rewards to 
men^jf liberal education and respectable at- 
tainments 3 rewards which the present con- 
dition of the Catholic church in thiscounO} 
does by no means attbrd.— P>oni such an ad- 
justment w^e w'ould anticipate consequences 
the most benefleial and important, an effi- 
cient addition to the energies of the state, an 
increased facility of military exertion, an ex- 
tension mutual benevolence. We feel * 

that it is expedient to guard ourselves against 
a possible imputation, namely, that we have 
taken up this subject with party views,*' or . 
with an intention to promote the interest of 
any particular set of politicians or statesmen. 
We solemnly declare that we are in- 
fluenced solely by views of public happine;»3 
and public advantage. God forbid that we 
should be instrumental in provoking discos- 
szons, or exciting a spirit, ffiat might have a 
tendency to embarrass his iqajesty's councils. 
To whatever description of persons his ma- 
jesty, ill his wisdom and goodness, may con- 
ide the direction of the national strength j 
we sincerely wish them success 5 and we de- 
voutly implore the favour and blessing of .. 
Divine Providence on their exertion to pro- 
tect this empire against the machinations of 
an incensed and most formidable foe. * ^ 

England.— On the gth of FeJ;, 1808 , the' 
Capture of the Danish TPest India Islands 
was^aimnomced in the London Gaxeite.— 
The following are the Articles of Capitu* 
lation. 

Articles of Capitulation for the Snr- 
ret^er of the Danish Islands of St. Thomas 
and St. John's, together with their Pepw- 
dencies, entered into between General Hen- 
ry Bowyer, the Commander of the* land 
forces, and Real* Admiral (he Honourable 
( To he continued J '• 
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*** J'his is the bane, ^ this is tlie curse' of England, as relating to her foreign connections* Blessed with al^ 
** sorts of resources necessaiy to the happiness and greatness of a natioti, those resources, instead of^e- 
mairiing within herself, assume, through the intervention of commerce, a. shape that deposits a cousi- 
« dcr:||)le part of her w'ealth, and, along with it, thc;affections of no small number of the, most opulent, 
active and intriguing of her people, in foreign countries ; and, therefore it is, that her interests aic made 
to give way to the interests of those countries, the case of natioin being, in this respect, precisely the 
opposite of th^ of individuals 9 for, in the latter case, the debtor is, in a great degree, the slave of the 
creditor, whereas, in the former, the creditor is the slave of the debtor j and that, too, observe, exaci- 
ly in proportion CO the amount of the debt and the badness of character of the dekor/*— R ecister, 
ybl. XII, page 971 . * 
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SUMMA!lY OF POLITICS. 

Orders in Council.— As a lasf shif^, 
in opposition to the Orders in Council, a pe- 
•Tftion has been presented to parliament by 
the " persons interested .in the trade to the 

United States of America.’* This peti- 
tion was the consequence of a meeting of 
such persons, called by public advertisement, 
which meeting was held at the London Ta-t 
vern, on the 10 th instant, the same day on 
which the petition w'as presented to parlia- 
ment 5 and, just as it ought to be, Mr. Alex- 
ander Baring was in the chair. When the 
Vote came to be put, it was found, that 
there was a decided majority against the pe- 
tition. This fact being stated in the House 
of Commons, it was asserted, on the other 
side, that the cause of such majority was 
this; that many persons not interested in the 
trade with the American States were present, 
and voted against jtbe petition. These per- 
sons alledged, that they were interested; 
that they were West India merchants or 
planters, and, as such, could not but be 
deeply interested in whatever might affect 
our relations with the American States. 
This is undeniable, I think; or else what 
we have been so frequently told by the Ame- 
ricans and their advocates is false, namely, 
that it is from the American States only that 
our West India Islands can possibly receive 
a sufficiency of food and lumber. Surely 
men wbo have plantations in the West In- 
dies, or having great trade with them, must, 
of all the persons in this country, be the 
most interested in whatever relates to war or 
peace with America. A Mr. Sharpe ^one 
of the papers call him Shanks) having been 
amongst the persons present, who voted for 
^the petition, was asked, in the House of 
*CommdhS| on what he grounded his right 
to faf& a petitioner. His answer was, that 
he was concerned in one of the largest 
manufactories at Mancliesier, and, of 
rourse^ was deeply interested in the trade 
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with Anaerica, which was one of the greatest 
out-lets for his manufactures. Upon the 
same ground every one of bis poor squallid 
weavers and spinners might have voted at 
the meeting; aye, every wretched soul, 
from whose labour he derives his income. 
Why might not Messrs. Cadell and Davies, 
Mr. Sheriff Phillips, and the re.st of the 
booksellers, have voted, at the meeting,' up- 
on the same ground? Their books go to 
America; and, of course, the stoppage' of 
that channel must diminish the sale of books. 
Nay, why should not I vote too, if 1 haX^ 
chosen it > Many of my Registers and other ^ 
publications, went to America; this outvie t 
being cot off, I and my printers and booksel- 
lers and bookbinders and paper makers, and 
then again their rag and leather and ink sel- 
lers, and all the sholf-makers and taylors and 
barbers of us all^ and all the butchers and 
bakers and millers and farmers employed in 
raising and pvei^flng fpod for us; in short, 
all the whole nation is inlcfcsted with me in 
the American trade, in the same way, though 
in a less degree than Mr. Sharpe, the Man- 
chester manufacturer, is interested in that 
trade. The designation was a foolish one. 

It gave to. every man in the country a right 
to attend the meeting and to vote upon the 
question ; for, is it not absurd, that Mr. Ba- 
ring, who is conoorned in exporting goods 
to Arnefica, should pnt forward his claim to 
petition parliament ujjon measures relating 
to that coun'ry, and deny a similar claim, on 
the part of a journeyman, who earns his 
bread in the makiyg of such goods?— —It 
W’as stated in the House of Commons, and 
not contradicted, that many of those, who 
voted for the petition, were American citi* 
xcfis. They were perfectly right. No orje 
can reasonably blame them for endenvdur- 
ing to prevent the passing of a law, which 
will be injurious to their country, as long as 
their go^nment shall persevere in hs parti- 
ality for France. What I blame them for is 
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for assembling tinder the name of En. 
men. Bbme them, indeed, I cannot say 
that I do tnu^h It wa^one of Miose tricks 
so common in their native ):ind, that they 
may well be excused. Change of climate 
cannot, all at once, change their natures, 
bfr. Baring is, 1 believe, a citizen in virtue 
of his marrioge; and, I would wish to ob- 
tain from him, as chairman of the meeting, 
a direct answer to these questions : arc you 
owner, or part owner, of several Amerkan 
ships? To protect such ships from the hauik 
of our enemy, must their p'lpers express that 
ihe owners if hath ship and cargo are Ame- 
rican citizens ? Do you belong lo that part^ 
nership or family oj Baring, who admin ced 
to the American government the eleven mil- 
lions (f dollars to pay Napoleon for Louisia- 
na, and who, of course, would lose toth 
iniei(iest and principal, if that goveinmcnt 
become unable to pay ? Now, Sir, if you 
cannot with truth answer these questions in 
the negative, I do not bin me you for peti- 
tioning against what will be injurious to 
America; bnt, I greatly blame you for pre- 
tending to be actuated by a dosire to do ^ood 
to the people of England. From your wife*s 
/delations, who are merchants and bankers 
and fundholders in America, yon will, doubt- 
less, receive all the praise which you meiit 
at their hands; from yowr fellow citizens at 
large you will also receive applause, and, I 
dare say, you thought of this vvliilc in the 
chair at the London Q’.jverii, the whole f 
your conduct being calculated for tniusatlan- 
tic eifect. But, from tfic and my country- 
men you have no praisL* to expect. We 
have married ne Americans; we own no 
American ships; we have made no ad- 
vances to the American government ; 
and, therefore, yua must not expect 
ns to enter inlo any of your .sympathies. 
——•Similar to the connections and interests 
of Mr. Baring, are the connections anj in- 
terests of thousands of persons in England ; 
and, I have not the least doubt of the fact, 
that, or the petitioners, nine-tenths, if they 
were to make a correct account of their feel- 
ings and interests, would find the balance 
decidedly in favour of America. The Or- 
ders in Council, though, observe, were 
not the cause either of the nonAmporlnlion 
act or the embargo: always bear thi.s in 
mind. Alw'ays bear in mind, rtiat these 
hostile acts were adopted previous to its 
being possible, that the Orders in Council 
could be known in America. Always bear 
in mind, that the former act was passed, 
with a view of compelling ns to jdve up our 
maritime righf of searching foTseamerf; 
and that the kuter act was [j^wed, Ijccause 


America could no longer c.irry on any trade 
^ with us, without setting Fr.iuce at defiance, 
rather than do which her rulers chose that she 
should have no trade at all. Ahva>^ bear 
these facts^Jn qpind, wht'fi you are discussing 
the consequences of the Orders In Council 
but, tlu‘s<j Orders, thouglfthey did not, be- 
cause they could not, prodsTce Jie two hostile 
acts, may possibly, and some persoRs say 
tlv y will, cause ^ war with America. If 
they do, they ^'ill cause great injury to those 
who have dtbt^in that country, whether 
due from individuals or f rom the government. 
They wfll cause a total disturbance of the af- 
fitirs of those, whose property is more in that ‘ 
country than in tips; thcycwill throw' quite 
oif their pivot all who, under the 

name of Amerkan citizens, have been car- 
rying on a free trade with the eoeray, aivl, 
who have, when they c ould escape our 
cniizers, been conveying into his ports the 
materials for making vessels wherewith for 
him toinvade and conquer ns ; these Orders in 
I* Council will, in thecase contemplated, cut olT 
the payment of the interest of money lent to 
the American government for the purpose 
of purchasing from Buonaparte a country 
which he had forced Spain to give to him. 
All this may be the etlcct of the Orders in 
Council ; but, arc tJic persons, who will 
thus be aflccted ; are thc^e the men, w’^ho^e 
properly ought to be watched over with pe^ 
ciiliar care by the members of the Pmglisn 
House of Commons ? Are these the men, 
to the guarding of whose immediate interests 
the honour, the just vengeance, of England 
ought to give way ?- -?fhe petition, is an 
cijjplication from men, who, though, for 
(he greater p:.rt, lliey may, perhaps, be of 
EnglMi biitli, ought not to be considered as 
Engiishmen. It is, in reality, a petition 
from Americans by adfjptiou and by interest; 
and it ought to be treated as a thing coming 
from the City of Washington, and not from 
the city of London; as a petition from 
** King Cong,” conveyetl through the 
mouths of his subjects. If King Cong” 
himself chooses to petition, which he will 
do, before it be long, wliy, then, let us 
hear him ; but, I have no notion of sparing 
the feelings of his haughty majesty, who 
nevjr spared our feelings, and, if he will 
persist in m.Tking Ins people .sufier rather Ihnn 
abandon his unjust partiality for France, 
sutler they should if I were minisrer of 
England, and of short duration should b® 

the reign of King Cong.? The^petw 

tJoners state, as one of the evils of the Or- 
ders in Council, that the said Orders, if ad- 
hered to, will ruin the Americans. TJ»e 
words are these : TJiat the people ,of 
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America, even if the-y should remain at work of conquering the liberty of the seas^ 
peace w'.th us, must, by the want of a I blockade themselves by an act of embargo* 
demand for their produce, and by the ge- j And now, *behQld,^we are told, that, unless 
ne-al distress our measures must occasion, ] we retract our act of retaliation agatnst 
** disabled frbm paying^ ih^ir debts to | France, the Americans; owing' to their dw- 
this country, which may fairly be esti- i ircsses (ihou^;h, observe, the acts of non- 
mated toamcflint to the enormous sum of ‘ importationand embargo pm’«3?<?donr Oilers 

twelve millions sterling.” -The reader in Council), will not be able to pay the 

w ill^do me the justice to remember, that I* debts, which they owe to lho.se Englishmen, 
never went beyond this estimate. Indeed, this ^ who, for the sake of higher interest, and, 
w'as the exact sum at which'^ stated the run- ' as they thought, better security, preferred 
iiing debt ; ancl I a.^iked, ^hat America was America to England a.s a place wl:erein to 
to do, if deprived of the use of such a ere- deposit their vvoahh. These men have now 
dit. But, I wa.s, in another instanec, speak- the impudence to tell us, that it is wc who 
• ing of the evils of commerce j and I then have occasioned the distresses of America, 
spoke of lhisd(|bt in the words which 1 have and to complain, in her name, of our in- 
taken for my motto. — ^This argument of justice and cruelty, wdiile the la.iguage they 
the petition is an excellent argument for the put into her mouth is, in substance, " yield ‘ 
.^petitioners; that is to say, for per.s(»ns “tomydein:uu!s,snbmittoniyopenpar- 
wdiose treasures are in America, and vvliose tiality for your enemy, and to alj the 
six per centum w'ill vanish into air, upon a “ insults I oiler you, or I shall become, 

declaration of war ; but, if it be a good from my measures of self-jsunibhment in 

argument as to this naiion, In the present '' order to punish you, too poor to pay the 
case, it must be good in all cases ; and, iher^ debts which I' have solemnly engaged to 
it becomes a settled point, that we must, by pay you, whether we are at war or at 

some means or other, so act as fiot to have ** peace.” What should you, reader, think 

war with America. No matter what slie ofatradesman, who, being iti yourdebt, were 

may rei] IV re us to do, or to forbear to do. to say to you, makeftiea surrender of yo^" 

Do it or forbear to do it we must ; or. . , . right to prevent me Irom inveigling away and ^ 

wc lo.se twelve millions sterling. Eut, corrupting and deiaining )our servants ; 

y gentlemen, do consider, you have had who, upon being refiM'd so iirsolent a de- 
our goods and borrowed our njoney ; mand, should liy by his tools, shut up hi.s 
and, iliough we quarrel about other mat- 1 shop, and swear that he would, in order to 
tors, you .should pay us hone.sily. ” No: I injure you, do no more business, vntil hi.s 
and the more we reason the more insolent demand were assented to ; arid who, upon 
they become. Like Bkass, in the Coiife- being asked for tMe aninv.n ■>'' tlie ikbc due 
dcracy, as they perceive our hesitation re- to you, were i r arising 

turn, they repeat their threats. ** Ah, from the ccssjiif>n o! bis r»#..r . ^Vh.'!t would 
" well, I’ll call a coach,” says the you think of’ si.cU a miu.^ America dis- 
swindlcr. Brass; and, say the Arne- covers, in .his can-, the iiifolence and base- ' t]*' 

ricans, “ twelve millions sterling, thars ness of the vlia ;o, w’io, in order to .screen 
all.” They make dcmani Is upon us; they her carcase from the bbws b;v>ugiir upon it 
arrogantly and insolently deman il of Kng- by abuse loo great loi mortal -uduraiire, 
land, without whose permi.ssion they dare thrusl.s h)rwnrd her helpless b:».srar(l, with a 
not venture upon the seas; they demand of kill my inilrceiit bab), you cnel villain, 
her that she shall yield to them, what .she ** do!” No’: we do not wish- to kill your 
never yielded to any power in the wot id, the baby creditors, whelber vecr.^. betoner.s*. of 
right of seat ching neutral vessels for her own simple cotmnuj ers ; but, v.e are resolved, 
seamen, which seamen, by means tTie mo.st or, 1 hope so, at leastj that y hat you have , 
frauduleiit and base, they lla^'e long been in been Unable to bArlly us oiu 0 *’, we .shall not 
the practice of inveigling away and detain- yield to their jew'-like supplications Is 
ing; this demand is rej^icied, .and upon the this, ye god.s, the fofty-spiriied repnbbc of 
ground of that rejection, t hey .jiass an ^f^t to America! Are tiie-se the .sons of ‘‘St. 
prohibit the importation of cenain English Tammarn”,” who w^ould rather he' iliniight. 
go'jd*i, for the express purpose of compel- iho descendants of a copper- col.. ured savage- 
Ei^land to submit to their demand ; tlian the sons and heir of Englishmen h Is 
I'Vuijce issues a commercial decree, intended (his the new Amphyciionic Council !” Is 
to deter America from having any coinmuni ■ this the great and rcnowmed “ King Cong V* 
cation with England ; England retaliates ; Sending tip nnder-hnrid petitions to the 
thereupon the Americans, who had before parliamw of England, anti restin;;. for a 
threatened to set in good earnest about the hope ^f impunity, upon tj*e circumstance 
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tliat others, though innocent, woultl share 
ill the punishment inflicted ; procuring," as 
it were, a pregnancy before-hand, in order 
to escape, or at least ft) defer, the day of 
execution ; and, tlv^rein, acknowledging to 
file world, that all their charges, against our 
jimticeand humanity, they themselves knew 
to be false ! Well is it for us that the blood 
of the parent cannot be debased by that of 

the children. There is a remedy for the 

clistrtisses'* of the people of Amcuica, 
•which, as the petitioners do not seem to 
have thought of it, 1 will take the liberty to 
point out. More tkrec-foui ths of the 
trade of America, ihat trade, the loss of 
which so distresses her, is with England and 
her dominions. What is it that has put a 
stop to this trade? The uon-imporiation 
act and the act of embargo. Well, then, 
why does she not reltcal those acts ^ Tills is 
a thing to be accomplished in the space of 
three days. What an easy remedy ^nd how 
natural ! Aye, but there are our Orders in 
Council. Yes, but these Orders do not 
prevent a trade with England and her do- 
minions. They prevent a trade with France, 
and Ameiica cannot trade with England, 
iMiIess England allows her to trade 
/'with France. Very true. Nothing can 
be more fair and reasonable ; and all, 
then, that America has to do, is to ask 
France whether she will repeal her blocka- 
ding decree. If she does, all is open again j 
if not, all that Americ«\has left for it, is, to 
endeavour to coirtpel France to repeal that 
decree j or, if she choose not to adopt that 
course, to continue to tirade with England 
and her dominions.— ~Tlii<^ is so clear and 
so just, that every man of common sense 
must perceive the reasonableness of it, and 
every disinterested man must approve of it, 
Bnt, the petitioners know, as well as 1 do, 
that the American government are disposed 
to sacrifice the interests of that country, that 
hey are disposed to make the people suffer 
to the utmost extent of their endurance, ra- 
ther than abandon their partiality fof France, 
wliich partiality this same Mr. Jefferson and 
his abettors formerly profe.s.sed to ground 
upon a similarity in principles of government , 
b it which they adhere to with even encreased 
ferven^, now that thegovernmept of France 
]j becAne a military de.spotism, and now 
llial her chiefs have declared, that rfpnblican 
government is the hot-bed of rascality (“ le 
foyer des sceterats'"), as maybe seen by 
.1 reterence to.tlie report of Talleyrand pre- 
;,:ir;5tory to the last change of government 
\:\ Fiance. Mr. Alexander Baring (always 
r.*ady to defend and ju.stify the IS^iulnct qi 
■\'* icrica) luS;^ indeed, his pamphlet, 
^ i ' o t 


given another reason for this partiality. 
When France and England are at W'ar, A mo- 
rica, be says, having great maritime i^nte*- 
rests, and being, of coarse, desirous lo pre- 
vent any ^^lower from oktaining a co^pplete 
predominance^ at sea, will naturally throw 
her weight into the scale of PVance, as long 
as France inferior to England, in point of 
maritime force. She will ? She will natu- 
rally do this, will she ? She will lay aside alt 
other considerations, and keep steadily ii> 
view the prevehting of Eoghiid from main- 
taining a maritfi-ne predominance ? This Is 
her wise, natural and obvious line of policy, is 
it ? It may he so, and it may become those 
who own Ainei icaii ships, who lend money 
to An^ci ica, and Who are, in f'lct as well as 
in form, American citizens, to applaud this 
poheyin her government j but, I am sure it 
becomes not us iUnglishmeii lo li^^tcn to ihctF 
advice } I am sure it becomes, us to trust 
them with the guavdianship of either our 
money or onr honour. Unless England had 
a decided predominance at sea, France, every 
'man must see, w'ould soon become her con- 
queror. Aye, says Mr. Baring, bnt what is 
that to America ? 1 think it is a good deal 

to her j but, if she thinks otherwi.se, I am 
sure it is a very good reason for our not lis- 
tening to the councils of tliose who have her 
interests at heart more than they can be sup- 
posed to have the interest of England at heart. 

Mu. Grattan, in the debate of tlie 

11th instant, after having gone over the old 
arguments (with a due share of amplifica- 
tion), with respect to the commercial con- 
sequences of the Orders in Council, as bear- 
ing upon America, is reported to have added 
something touching tiie great political con- 
sequences of the same measure. The pas- 
sage, as reported in the Morning Chronicle, 
is this : " An American war, however, -ap- 
^ pearecl to tlie right honourable gentleman 

* to be much more dangerous on other 
' grounds than any that could arise out of 

* mere commercial considerations. He 

* called upon the British parliament to con- 

* siderthe consequences separating Great 

* Britain and America, and thus dividing 

* and weakening t!)eonIy force that remain- 
^ cd in the wt rhl to sustain the character of 

* liberty — to kotd out hopes to the Continents 
'* The right honoifrablc gentleman enforced 

* tliis appeal in a strain of peculiarly inter- 
' estiug and impressive eloquence — and 
^ concluded with exhorting gentlemen to 
‘ reflect, that any loss to America ‘or Eng- 
‘ land, would but add lo the acenmutated 
^ gains of France — would but advance the 
^ strength of that power which was equally 
' the enemy of both,**— —Tliceloquenceof 
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Mr. Grattan might be, fqr arty thing 1 know 
to tlw contrary, peculiarly interesting and 
'' i^npressivej” but the reasoning appears 
to me to have been worth very little indeed. 
Upoft' the reading of this pajl<age, who 
. would not suppose, that the speaker had 
thought hinisell* carried back to the year 
1775 r iSV/iara/h/y Great Britain and Ame- 
“ ric;;!” Wliy Mr. Baring (who knows much 
more of the disposition of America than Mr. 
(jiattan ever knew'), tells iis^ in justilicatron 
of America, tiftit it is natural Itj her policy 
to throw' her weight into the scaleof'* France,** 
until England is deprived of her maritime 
• superiority ; that is to say, in plain wc»rds, 
until England b|[ iijwn the eve of subjuga- 
tion. That the Arnerican*Governnienti views 
the matter in the same light that Mr Ba- 
ring does is evident from its conduct ; from 
Its notorious and flagrant partiality to France ; 
from its ofticers, civil and military, in all its 
sea-port towns, giving ^pen encouragement 
to the inveigling away of our seamen 5 from 
the pertinacity which it has shown with re-^ 
"spect to its demand upon us to ^ve up our 
right of searching for seamen,^ demand . 
which could have no important motive, j 
other than that of enfeebling of our na- 
val force, and a demand, too, wdiich, | 
in all probability, was made, if not at the 
instigation, at least with the decided appro- 
-Bation of France. To compel us to submit 
td this demand an act of congress has been 
passed, while which act existed the late 
ministers had the meanness to treat with 
America, and they have since blamed the 
present ministry fof not resuming the nego- 
ciation upon the same basis. From all this, 
from the publications, tolerated by the go- 
vernment of America, inviting our seamen 
to desert, and proposing public subscriptions 
to rew^ard tliem for so doing ; from the thou- 
sands of instances of American envy and 
hitred of England ; from the multitude of 
proofs that no •concessions on our part are 
capable of abating this implacable hostility : 
from all this, it abundantly appears, that 
Mr. Baring is better accjuainted with the 
policy of America than Mr. Grattan fs, and 
that to express alarm at the idea of separa^- 
ting Great Britain from America,'* w'olild, if 
it had come from any one but a member of 
parliament, merit an epithet, ’which, fi^ni 
the deep sense of respect which I bear to- 
wards# the honourable house, I shall here 

^prbear to apply. Mr. Grattan appears to 

be surprisingly affected, at the idea of “ du 
** yiaing and tveakemrtg the only force** 
(the force of Great Britain and America) 
that remains in the world to sustain the 
character of liberty, and fo hold out hopes j 


to the continent of Europe:^ But, before 
Mr. Grattan had given way to his feelings of 
sorrow upoit this and especially betoie 
he had made an attempt to communicate 
them to his honourable Yellow lawgivers, it 
might have been worth his while to ascer- 
tain the point, how, in what way, the force 
of Great Britain and America can now be 
.said to be united ; because, unless (w'o things 
can, with propriety, be said to be joined to- 
getlier, it appears to me to be pretty nearly, if 
not quite, nonsense, to talk of dividing them. 
Did Mr. Grattan mean, that the two nations 
were, though not ilirectly, yet indirectly, in 
co-operation ? The fact is notoriously the 
reverse, as lias been before showm ; and, does 
he think, that, from the former state of 
things, w'hen Americans carried on the trade 
for France between her and her colonies 
and her dependent states ; when Americans 
made sham purchases of French merchant 
ships and so prevented the loss of the use of 
^those ships to France ; when Americans 
were frequently deteiied in evading our 
blockades of French ports, and in conveying 
to our enemy naval and military .stores, 
when Americans were seen, in the* ports of 
France, and (the moment Russia becainS^ 
our enemy) in the ports of Russia, toasting 
the perpetuity of the union between our 
enemies and America, and success to 
their efforts against the tyrants of the seas :** 
docs Mr, Grattan think, that, from this 
state of things, from Yhis li^te of conduct, on 
the part of America, the oppressed part of 
the continein bf ^irope could enicrtain 3 
hope of delivcTc^c^ ? Does he thi:ik that 
America hereactetl tlie part«of endeavouring 
to sustain the character of liberty in the 

** world ?” No, sir, that which is lost 

by America is 7iot gained by France.” If 
America loses by her being blockaded, if 
she cease to send out her ships, France loses 
too, 'because she is thereby cut off fiom all 
communication with her colonies, whicb 
colonies must go to rapid decay. America 
loses by 4>eing prohibited from fraudulently 
covering French ships and cargoes witli her 
flag ; bpt does not France lose by the saino 
prohibition ? America ]ose.*«, in short, by 
every measure that prohibits, or restricts, 
her commerce with France and her adiies j 
but, France and her allies lose in a muoli 
greater degree. It i,s not true, then, that wdiat 
is lost by America is gained by France . they ' 
w'ere, and they are, in every thing, except 
in open arms, united; and, a^ far .i'- 1 cl lies 
to matters of commerce, the loss of the oncj 
in the way we are speaking is the K/ss or 
the olheiyi^— No, Sir; no, Mr. Grattan, 
the way to conjert America liflmj her pbsti* 
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note, foolish and base partiality to France, 
is i]()t tlia» of roL.cehsion and forbearawe. 
We have tried llfleen years of c^)Pcc•i^ions 
(liee Register; Vid. Xil page 90* I aud the 
following j) \vc fiavo sfiown fi^rbea ranee, 
such as wasneverhefore shown bv any nation 
world, wliirh hatl the p iwerto resent 
injuries and m-ulis • and, the c.(}»:J».qi*c‘nce 
has been, new tleioenJ.s, lie.vli injuries and 
fredi insuli'' I beg the rcacLr to refer to 
Vol. XII page (}0l. The facts then? stated 
cannot be dot, lod, and, witli those fads be- 
fore ns, shall v/e make new (onccssions ? 
and shall wt; ex.nise rtlll turtlic.’ for- 
bearatire ? The l.ite ministers atlc*mpied it. 
I’hf* »?resiJerit sent his envoys to ntgi ciale 
wnh ns (i poll several p( -111 Is ; and, in order 
to etleet to his demands, he piocnred 
an a< r of lUiU impo’tation to be parsed, ready 
to be put m eyeeiuion against ns, if those de- 
mands were re/iised. Our late ministers 

were sueh 1 date not any 

what tliey uere for siibinilting to treat under 
Mich rireiimitances, and I will not wrong 
iny indignation by an inadoiluale phrase. 
They suhmitied to treat ; they who talked 
so much .ibout national honour, and the dig- 
nity of iheir lloyal Master, submitted to 
troiil in his uane*. with the threat ff ** Tho- 
mas Jeftersou” hanging over his head 
Ihcy did not stibulate away our right ot 
seauh; but, they reserved tlni point for 
fimire (bsciesion, and they did pledge their 
** Royd Mn-^tfr” to mote, with 

respect to the ngl.i of scarclj, than to take 
care that f bee should be ijf)i!biye in I lie oier^ 
vise (ifit. What more they w.mld h ivr. d‘»!ie 
we were, happily, preventoi’' from kHt)vving, 
by their (li'iui^sion from ofiice. lint Tlio- 
** nias Jefferson,” was not to be ])iir otf l',y 
vngne prorn'ses. l-fe saw onr allies fjs* fal- 
ling hefne Nai)C)leoii, u)>on the contue. nt of 
Europe, and, by way, I suppose, ot illus- 
trating Mr. Grattan's doctrine of union be- 
twf n England and America, iu opposition 
to France, he seized upon dial moment of 
our nlaiiii, as he imagined, to send back the 
treaty nnratiHed, and to point nut tlie alter- 
ations aud adlitionif ihat he insisied upon 
being inlro<in ed, just, as has been before 
observrd, as a bi^seighig genenl sends hack 
an offer of c 'pitnlr-'uin.* But, as his adverse 
fite would have It, :he commaeders of ♦be 
ganison Jiad, in tiie mein time, be^ui chan- 
ged 5 nn.i, tho lunv ones, whatever other 
ta'ijiis il.^iv miglit ln\e (aud tho.5e were not 
either few io number or triiiuig in' magiii- 
tu i<*), they liad not that of foolish fondness for 
Pv ' :Ocnt Jefferson and bis frenchiiied fac- 
tii’u, nor were t-hey so basely coni |,hus:mt tp 
the iinpudeiit , clubs of commerce^ es to be 


ready to sacrifice the honour of the nation 
at the surinc of liuch despicable interests.- 
The rejected treaty, tbe returned articles of 
capitulation, were received with an assurance 
given to Uie American piinister here,, that 
the negocifliitai should not be^m/rwi^r/, ’and 
that no new »iegociatioii slumld be begun up- 
on the satiiis basis 5 tor which manly con- 
duct llu: present nnnisfers have been ccn.«u- 
' red by Lord Grenville, censure, however, 
which they will, I dare say, make shift to 

survive. Hfre ended, I. hope, the long 

chapter of concessions and forliearnm e to 
America; a nation tluit has repaid every 
new benefit with a new injury, every new 
act of kindness wiib a new insult, every 
caress with a kick imd ever)^blessing with u 
curse/ 

** Tcndcr-haiulf! prrss a nettle. 

And it «uii^^ Vf>u tor your pains ; 

Press it, like a niau ol mettle, 

And It soft u SI ik^c mains. 

Tis the same with vu^nr natures, 

Use them kindly, they icbtl ; 

^ But, be lOL^h mS nuinu fj-graters, 

And the ro..jues obevr you well." 

• 

The truth of this maxim, which I applied 
to the Americans when w^e were face lace, 
has been strikingly verified by them l;n- 
der the En.jlish government, which toward^ 
them, at least, was mild in the extreme, 
they showed an uncommon jealousy of all 
authority ; ihv^y resented c\cry ihing, which 
could be possibly construed into an attempt 
upon their liberties. TlTeir present rulers 
kiit'w them wxdl, and knowing them, they 
scruple not to give them .tin; imi meg-grater 
pretiy freely. I'beir governoi., and judges 
Jo things, with perfect impunity, that would 
raise an open rebeUi'in in England, even at 
this day. ‘ It is a notorious fact, that a man, 
imprisoned for an assault upon his wife, was 
forgoUcii in one of their prison cells, and 
when the keeper recollected him, was 
found dead, and hffif devoured ly the rats. 
Yet, no .stir did this m.ikc. There was no 
public proceeding of any sort instituted. 
Another man was sent to priaon, upon sus- 
pidon of robbing the bank. He was com- 
mitted 1.7 one of the bankers. The real 
criminal w'as soon found out. Yet was the 
first man, without any oath made against 
}dm^ kept in jail for a long while, and a- 
mongst felons too, upon the ground, that lie 
had been employed about the locks of the 
bank, and was, therefore, a danger ous^fian. 
A man* who had been charged with a libel* 
upon Jefibrson, died in jaiJ* in Virginia, 
committed by a justice of mo peace, b^usc 
he could not find hail to keep the ptdeo and 
Lc of good behaviour^ and this, observe. 
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previ&us /• conviction. The bail demanded spirit of aggression and of insolence.-*^-* 
was greater th.nn it could reason ihly bo ox- Siicii a nation^ Sir. Grattan, Is not to be 

peeled that the man should t/bi a in j ilnnigh won by concession, mildness, and forbear- 

their conniituuon expressly enjoins, that ex- aiice; and, *be yoa^w^lireJ, Sir, that if we 
cessive bail shvi)l,Jn no cane, la; deinand' are to remain at pe.u e wiih Ameiica, 

ed. •’*^rhc tyrannical acts of the Oiigar- which, upon proper terms, I desiie full as 

diy which n *w reigns in America, un ier much as you (and have, I am pretty cerUiin, 
the name and iorm oi* a reptiblio-Ki govern- greater personal reasons for desiring it), we 
ment, «are not to bo described in a ‘'mail shall have to thank the naval and military 
conj{]"^ss. T’ho rulers are, for the greater foice, now assembled and assembling at 
pa”i, lawyers, and lawyers, too, ob'>erve, Bermuda. It is in vain to disguise this tact, 
very dilVcivnt indeed from Ihe lavvvers in It is foolish to fear that vve shall produce irri- 
Kiigl irul, taken in general.* A set ot men, ration by openly avowing our opinioiix. 
who unite, without exeeprion, the profes- Wc have to deal with a nation by no means 
sion of the attorney with that of the bar- delicate, and who, in short, are to be in- 
rister; who have no sort of shame in asking duced to act justly and moderately by no- 

for a job, and inlander bidding one another ; thing but force. Mr. Ponsonisv, in the 

who are versed in all the arts of chiCanery report of the debate uf the 10th instant, 
and fralid ; and, who, when they arrive at is represented as having ridiculed the idea of 
‘Stations cjf g, cat power and inriuence, ever- reducing Napeleon to reasonable terms of 
ciNe, under iIjc name of law and jus: ice, peace, by the means of the regulations liid 
oppression su('h as despotism never dieamt down in the Orders of Council, and to iiave 
ol, to ail which the people submit like spa- asked in a most triumphant tone : " Did 
iiicK, while they nave, at fJfC same tim»\ “ the destruction of Lyons, the /i.st silk 
.the front to invite o«r Atti/or5 to ** partake i manufactming tpwn in France, produce 
“ of their lijerly and hapini..*s=!,J[ thiis ex- “ any jericnis eilecl upon the resources of 
Iiibitity:’' to the world a strikin'^ in oce of that country ? Was the loss of St. Do-* 

that harmony, which it always found to mingo, the finest colony in the world^ 

subsist beiween tlh' sister vices, baseness I of such serious consequences to the itw' 

and insolence. In the conduct of the | le rests of France?’* I answer both ques- 

nation tovvards France, on the one hand, I liops m the negative. Why, this is my own 
and towards England, on the other, wcpei- doctrine, Mr. Ponsonby j for, ^have 1 not, 
cpive all tluj marks of the same disposition, when the resources arising frpm foreign 
^’here is scarcely any one sort t f wrong, irade have been talked of, said, look ac 
which they have nfti rooeived at the liandsof “ France, wiio lias Seconne strong and great 
France. They liavc; had (lieir property siez- j in proporiion as sbe has become less corn- 
ed; they ha \c been captured at sea; their | mcrcial.” Y'hiawasamostpowcrfular- 

ships have bevn shot at, afterwards boarded, gninent ; but, ilfeeu, it was directly at war 
and made to pay so much for each shot fired with the petition of the Sharpes and the 
at them ; they h ive been detained in the Bariugs, and with all the long speeches 
French colonics; their properly has been (good God how long!) intended to show, 
taken, b> order of the French commatiders that the Orders in Council, if persevered 


in tlie West -Indies, and paid for in bills upon 
France, which have been refused |>ayment j 
their government, even Washington, has 
been nosed and threatened by the French 
envoy; they have discovered that envoy 
treating with their Secretary of State for a 
bribe; they, in the intercepted dispatches 
of the French envoy, find themselves de- 
scribed as the most corrupt and villainous 
people upon earth ; some scores of them 
have been taken and fiogged by the Frei^di ; 
in' short, they have been kicked and cuffed 
and buffeted and spit upon, till the French 
appetd: to have been wearied with tlte exer- 
cise. And yet, the consequence, aswesee, 
is a -decided, and even a growing partiality 
for France, while a precisely opposite con- 
duct tpwards^them, on tfie part of England, 
has inspired them, es towards her, with a 


in, would prove the overthrow of Man- 
chester and Birmingham, and would there- 
by greatly injure the counlr}', diminish its 
resources, enfeeble, it, and pave the way 
for its subjugation. Yes, Sir, thik argn- 
mont of^yours was a complete answer to the 
speeches of your commercial friends, par- 
ticularly Lord Henry Petty; also to the 
pamphlets of Messrs. Baring and lloscoe. 
These gentlemen alL vehemently contend, 
that commerce is the life-blood qf the na- 
tion ; an^ that, as the Orders of Council 
will dimmish, and nearly, destroy, com- 
merce, these Orders will, of course, be t|,ie 
ruin of the nation. But you, to whose de- 
partment it fell to shew that the Orders 
would, by diminishing the commerce of the 
enemy, dp^im no barm, laugh at the idea of 
a naiioyftipg injured by the diminution or 
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destruction of its trade and commerce. There 
was, 1 must confess, a great difficulty < to 
overcome. It was the business yf the whole 
faction fo make the believe, if they 

could, that this meiisure of their opponents 
Was injurious to England, and not at all in- 
juiious to France. It was not easy to do this 
amongst men of impartiality and plain .senses 
because, it was allcdged by you, that the 
measure would diminish the commerce of 
England, and we all knew that it would go 
near to produce the utter annihilation of all 
ihe remaining commerce in France. Tne 
effect in both countries was of precisely the 
same nature; the difference was only in the 
degree; and, as it was evident, that what- 
ever might be the amount of the bvil in 
England, it would be surpassed by the 
amount of the evil in France, the balance, it 
was equally evident, was in our favour. Such 
being the case,* the course which, I think, 
wisdom pointed out, was, to make the most 
of the evils whicli England would experience 
from the measure, and to say not a word 
about its operation wdlh respect to France. 
But. this is what a faction, in or out of place, 
ijcvor yet did. They never yet contented 
^eniSehes will) what told in their favour. 
/l’h?v mast always have more. Everything 
which they oppose must be black and white 
alUirnaicly, a^it irny sni! their purpose so to 
consider it. — -- Ait<. ^ n'.!, however, Mr.Pou- 
fionby appears to view the Oiders of Coun- 
cil in a light vei y different from that, in 
which they arc r<«gardccl by me. It ij» evi- 
dent, that the measure |\vi 11 r)/rocluce great 
distress in France and in ^lll ^er dependent 
stales, and the conseqncncot of this dibtress | 
cannot but be lavouru!)Ie to ns. But, the 
light in wliicli 1 love to look at it, that of a 

declaration, issued in the I:kc of liie v. o.kl, 
that England is re.sol\e(l to comm.''..J the 
sea, and that no nation shall i.avigatc upon it 
without her permission, or williont exposing 
themselves to pnnibhnicnl a' her hamL. It 
was high time to do something of this sort, 
unless chose to sink (juietly upder the 
domination of France. ■ No man supposes, 
that Napoleon wnil« be induced to listen to 
equitable terms of |x.\ice, merely because his 
commerce i.-* totally luined; but, if, by this 
maritime measure, wevsonvince him that we 
are resolutely bent upon exercising exclusive 
dominion upon the sea as long as, lie conti- 
nues to exercise such dominion upon the 
land, he will be disposed, if any thing can 
dispose him, to enter upon negociations for 
peace upon terms* compatible with our ho- 
nour and our safety. It is, I allow it, a ca- 
lamity, that the civilized world shmild be di- 
vided. betweeH two great master s&tes, all 


the others being, more or less closely, depen* 
dent upon their will ; but, this is a calsgmity 
noWnot to be removed by^us. Our enemy 
may remove it whensoever he pleases p* we 
are ready t^ give up the rigid exercise ^ our 
powder by s5a ;»but this we cannot do, while . 
he holds all the land in subjection.— -Arne • 
rica, if shs^were disposed to act justly and 
wisely, might soon put an end to the contest. 
By uniting in the war with us; by sec&ring 
to our colonies an ample supply of provisions 
and lumber ; by putting ev$ry one at ease 
with respect to iftannfaclures and commerce, 
and by leaving France and her dependent 
states no hope of embarrassing us by a con- , 
I tinnation of ilie war ; by these means, she 
I would obtain the gl«ry of giifing peace to the 
' world,* But these arf* means, which she 
will never employ., ’till necessity shall com- 
pel lier to shake oil* the rancourons faction^ 
under which she is now sinking from disgrace 
to disgrace. Mr. Davies, one of the most 
able and most worthy men in America, has 
observed, in his excellent woik upon geogra- 
•phy, lately published in Philadelphia, that - 
the nations of Europe cannot view with 
indifference a nation of transatlantic tra- 
ders that discover no sympathy in the con- 
vulsions of a whole continent, no anxiety 
about the sntferings of other nations, as 
long as those sutferings open new chan- 
nels of commerce, and swell the revenues 
of the state.’* Certainly, the nations of ' 

I Eoi ope cannot view such a people with m- 
i dilferonre. Mr. Davies iTas given a just pic- 
• ture of his nation, and a most unamiable one 
it is. One great reason, .that the partiality 
to Fiance (at all limes evinced by the rulers 
of Am* rjca) is viewed with approbation by 
the people, good as well as bad, is this; that 
France t)eii:g an iriuahU power, there is 
more danger of a disturbance of commerce 
any olfcnce given to her than from an 
oifence givcMi to England. As iftheysaid< 
England we know will not interrupt us, 
do what we will. All, therefore, that 
W'e have to do, is to keep well with 
*• France.” This is the principle, by which 
the \c)iy best of the public men in America 
have been, all along, actuated. It is time, 
therefore, that we convince them, • that, 
though not so ready to discover irritation as 
Fnifice is, we are not made of such lump- 
ish materials as to be affected by no injury 
or insult that ingenious malice can invent 3 
and, when they discover, that we are not 
disposed to brook that wbjch they '^ould nol 
attempt towards France, they may, perhaps, 
in making up the acceunt, find the balance 
of danger on the side opposite to tba.t, on 
which they have hitherto thought it to rebt^ 
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and maybe disposed to treat us as we]1» at 
least, 98 they treat our enemy.— —As things 
now stand, America must begin the work of 
reconciliation. I have always said, that it 
was fpr the minist<^s to considcj; how far 
they nTight relax« with regard to Atnerica, in 
the exercise of out; maritime dominion . But^ 
America, is the aggressor; she passed her 
^on-importation act two years ago. The 
first stifep, the very first step, therefore, is the 
repeal of that act. That being done, we 
may, with proj;;riety, and witliout loss of 
character, negociste with her, as to a relax- 
ation of the rules laid down in the Orders of 
.Council; but, until she take that step, it is 
for us to remain immoveable in our present 
position. ' 

Army. — - T he Mutiny Bill has (Massed 
the House of Commons, and with the clause 
'Spoken of in my last. Thus has the measure 
of. Mr. Windham, decidedly the best that 
ever was adopted with ricspect to the arm} , 
been, upon only a few days notice, rendered 
null and void. The votes for the clause were 
•IS 9 , against 110, a greater minority ihaa^ 
the ministers IvkI before met with. Out of 
doors, the measure has excited great general 
disgust, but not greater than it nieiits ; and, 
it is to be hoped, that, first or last, the au- 
thors of it will meet with their just reward. 
— " Upon this third reading of the mutiny 
bill. Sir Francis Burdeft moved to introduce 
the following clause : that no officer in the 
army should be dismissed or deprived of 
his pay, otherwise than by the sentence 
of a court-martial, or by address of either 

** House of Parliament.** ^^Fliis being a 

question of vital importance to the remain- 
ing liberties of the country, I shall here in- 
sert the short sketch of the debate, as it is 
given in the newspapers, referring the read- 
er, for a more full report, to the Parliamen- 
tary Debates. 

• '' Sir F. Burflett, pursuant to the notice 

given for him a few days since by a noble 
friend of his (Lord Folkestone) had to offer 
a clause, to prevent officers from being dis- 
missed from the army by any other means 
than the sentence of a Court Marb'al. He 
thought such a provision of essential impor- 
tance to the army, to the interests of the 
crown, and those of the country. The form 
of the proposition he had to make ^’as so 
moderate, that he did not conceive any ob- 
jection could be made to it. He was not 
aware of any opposition being intended, ex- 
cept from some loose ideas that had been 
thrown out, of its trenching on the Preroga- 
tive. He did not think it did. But even if 
Jt were true that it , did, he shovild not think 
that would be a reasonable objection with 
fhe bouse, if be could shew tliat the power. 
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so far as he meant to correct it, had been ex* 
ercised in a manner detrimental to tlie ho^ 
nour of the crown and the interests of the 
army and of thecowi^.' The army itself 
was constitutionally looked upon as a great 
infringement made by the crown on the pre- 
rogatives of the people. He did not say it 
was an unnecessary infringement. But as 
the army was constitutionally an invasion of 
the liberties of the people, the principle of 
limitin ' in some respects the arbitrary power 
of the crown, with respect t(' the army, could 
not be looked upon as irenchiog on the prero- 
gative of the crown, which held the array only 
by the indulgence of parliament. He contend- 
ed lliat no prerogative of the crown, ought 
to infringe on the liberties of the people. 
The clause he should propose had noiiVmg in 
view but to secure that justice and fair chill- 
ing which should aKva\s mark the pioc».ed- 
ings of the crown towards the people. He 
proposed to restrain only that which no king 
if well advised, w^ould ever do. Jr vvas due 
to the officers of the army, to aftjrd them 
that legal protection for their forian.’s and 
lives, and what was of still moie iinpoitance 
to them, their characters, which persons of 
other classes enjoyed. They were now 
wholly at the mercy of those malicious whis * 
pers, by which the ears of persons high in 
authority, were ever liable to be abused. Of- 
ficers of the army should certainly be no 
worse situated in this respect than the rest of 
his majesty’.s subjects. No njan whatsoever 
ought to be condemned eg punished without 
a heal ing. Such was the principle of British 
justice. ThJjhoi^ur of which inilitar} men 
were so tcnaciqiJR, was exposed to luiu often 
without the possibility oi* guarding against 
it. The discipline of the army aliO suffered 
materially by the practice he wished to cor- 
rect. For when those who, if brought to 
trial, would be found decidedly deserving of 
punishment, were blended in the operation 
of one undislingulsh ing stroke of power with 
those who, if tried, had the means of procu- 
ring theniselvcs an honourable acquittal, vir- 
tue atiB good conduct, in a great measure, 
lost their stimulus, gnd bad conduct was 
sheltered from a great part of that shame, 
which was the most effectual check upon iu 
vicious progress. As the object he had in 
view was to prevent future abuse rather than 
to censure the past, he forbore to cast any 
refiection or to cite any of those cases which 
it would be competent to adduce. He might 
be told these were cases in which pefsons 
were dismissed, whom it would be hard to 
expose by a court martial, though it would have 
been h^ly improper to continue them in the 
servie?^ Pemons of this kind might be per- 
miixtl to ^-esign^ and liTus t]ierp wou(4 
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always be a sufficient security against abuse 
of every kind. It was the principle of ^the 
British constitution to separate every thing 
odious from the and to adorn it with 

the heavenly attributes of mercy and the 
power of relief. It was an inconsistency with 
this principle that he wished to remove, by 
gWing to the (officers of the army the same 
measure of justice enjoyed by tlie rest of the 
community. It was by the army that the 
crown was supported and the people pro- 
tected, and why should the army be in a 
worse situation than any olherpartof the 
people in the essenti il point of justice ? 
The array had now grown to such an ex- 
tent, with a di'^position still further to 
augment it, that even in point of mere 
numerical consideration, it was a large 
portion of the pLO]jle. And in the present 
critical and dtingcious silu.itioii of the 
country, when f)nr safety depended so much 
«>n the zeal and energy of the officers of the 
army, ought they to be left in circumstances 
in which they might bo whispered out of 
their rank and situation, into poverty, dis- 
grace, and ruin, and a tlioiisand calamities 
worse than any law could inflict, by the arts 
of a dark malignant assassin, who would 
yat dare to meet them in the open light of 
•genuine British justice ? Courts martial 
afforded ample means to punish eveiy 
description of offence, and when it was 
considered that llicse courts w’ere not like 
juries, bound to be unanimous in their 
seiUence, and how muny descriptions of 
offences could be* included under the very 
extensive and sweeping cluig^ of ungentle 
iTian-like conduct, so ofttn^vensured and 
punistied by then, he was sure no latitude 
of impunity could be apprehended, by 
giving every accused person the opportunity 
of staling his case before such a tribunal. 
He moved a clause accordingly.” 

** The Secretary at fA'ar complimented fjhe 
honourable baronet on the moderation y/hich 
he had displayed ; but objected to the clause 
because he had laid no ground for it. He 
urged the bad consequences of changes in 
the military system wMthout the strongest 
reasons for it ; and fhe necessity that the 
army should be dependent on the crown. It 
was so necessary that even if it were not the 
the case at present, he slioiild have proposed 
-it now for the first time. He would wish, if 
it were ppssible, that the military shoifid have 
the advantage of the common law j but it 
was •inconsistent with the constitution and 
discipline of the army. The history of the 
world proved the necessity of strict disci- 
pline in an army, and for this it iQust look 
It a head. The instances in whiCkh the 


power alluded to had been exercised wen? of 
late extremely rare; but the best eefi%;ts 
resulted from the existence of the power. 
Every part of the prerogative pnshfd to 
extremes would produce abuses — such as in 
the rnakiiig gf peace or Var. But this was 
no reas4)n for diminishing that prerogative. 
An army* independent of the sovereign was 
contrary to common sense. Such an 
encroachment on the prerogative would 
subvert the constitution. He allowed that 
in former times officers had been deprived 
of their regiments for veiling against mi- 
nisters. ^But there were no instances of 
this abuse in modern times. He therefore 
gave his decided negative to the proposi- 
tion.** . ^ 

Lord Folkestone adverted to the extra- 
ordinary manner in which the honourable 
secretary had answered the arguments of the 
honourable baronet on his side. He* had 
complimented him first for not stating past 
abuses, and then objected to the clause, be- 
cause no grounds had been laid for it. The 
^honourable secretary very well knew that . 
there wera instances of the most cruel op- 
pression tliat raiglit be statctl. But the 
honourable baronet below only looked .to 
the future, and had laid irrcstible grounds 
for his proposition. He had fc,tated his ob- 
ject to be to protect tin. officers anil the 
crown itself from doing what was knovvix 
to have been done, and from the secret 
whisj^ers of slander and malice. His lord-* 
ship, however, expresseclHiis hope, that the 
honourable baronet would withdraw his 
clause, and bring the subject forward in a 
separate bill, for so grave and important a 
matter required the most serious delibera-* 
tion and the fullest discussion. The ho* 
nourable baronet he allowed could not, 
however, be liable to the charge of precipi- 
tation from the other side. Ihe noble lord 
opposite had brought forward his clause in 
a manner equally sudden ; and as the ho- 
nourable secretary had expressed so strongly 
his aversion to changes, he, no doubt, 
would give his vote against the change pro- 
posed by tha noble lord near him. He 
earnestly requested the honourable baronet 
to withdraw his clause for the present, as 
he should regret extremely to be obliged to 
give it his negative.’^ 

tolonel Duckett opposed the clause, on 
account that it would be making the array 
judges in its own cause ; and also, as it fUro-. * 
po^d to refuse, for the first time, the plac- 
ing confidence in the crown, when we had 
a sovereign who pf all others had best de- 
served it.** 

General Fitxfatrick said j that when 'he 
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had proposed any clwngein the caiirtitotion 
of the army, he had always stited. reasons 
w'hjcii appeared to him to make it a matter 
of necessity. The military Jaws wcit: na- 
turally regarded in that house with a strong 
prejudice; and those w'ho wer^ pjfi-ticolarly 
^ attached to the' principles of the constrtu* 
tion, applied arguinents to these lays w hicli 
were not at all suited to the nature of the 
case. •They were a nectss^iry evil, and 
ought not to be interfered wdth. The ho- 
nourable baronet had been pom pi i men fed 
foc his moderation, in not ^ing into past 
abuses ; but he was bound to make out 
the strongest cjsc before a change •of this 
'kind CO’ 'id be fur a moment contemplated. 
The proposiiion,^ thcrefoi^^, had his decided 
negative.’* • 

The ^notion was withdrawn, in order to 
he brought forward again in a vseparate bilb 
I have long wislu^d to sec tlii*. qaestion 
brought before pajliaincnt. 1 wanted to 
bear what they w^ouldsay to it; and parti- 
cularly what the IFigs would say, those fine 
jold boys, those " champions of our rights,’* 

• as a correspondent in my last (wh^im I shut! 
answer in niy next) calls them. General 
Fitzpatrick spoke for the whole, 1 suppose 5 
and now, 1 should think, that the friends of 
Sir Francis Burdett may set their minds 
at rest as 10 the support that he is to 
receive from the Whigs. I have befoie 
obf‘<-‘t'ved upon the alteration, which 
I he increased state of the army has 
made in regard to the prerogative in «|uestioii. 
When llie \^hole of the peace cstabh.shnicnt 
was not above ten thousand men, there was 
no danger in tbe’ prerogative j hut, now, 
when the number of commissioned officers is 
more than ten ihousand ; when one can 
Rcarccly walk a hundred yard.s, 111 any street 
of any town, wilhoiu rubbing against an 
officer of the army when no small part of 
the members of both houses of parliament 
are officers of the army ^ and when there is 
scarcely a family of any note in the whole 
kingdom that has not some relation an of- 
ficer in the array, surely such a prerogative 
must be very dangerous. England is now a 
military country ; it is so professed Co be by 
the ministry and the parliament ; and, if this 
be so, and if tlie king bas the absolute 
power of dispossessing, at his pleasure, and 
without reason assigned, every officer ot the 
army of his means of existence as well as of 
Ills Character, of what sort, I ask, is the go- 

• vernment of England ?— Colonel Duckett’s 
observation, tiiat the proposition refused to 
place confidence in a sovereign, who, of 
** all others best deserved it,” was, to be 
sure, of great weight. Yes, witliout doubt. 
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no sovereign evtr deserved confidence so 
well^as his Majesty.- That is a settled point. 
But,* the worst of it is, that there will al- 
ways be m«'n4o say (bejian^ thing of every 
future .sovereign, as fnerehave b,?en to say 
it of the past. For a has a passage, the words 
of which I ft rget, but the snbstanre of 
which is, thrit the character whom he is de^* 
scribing, aiwiiy^* thought the king of the 
•time being the best ; and, when one king 
I died, could scarce be vext, so wi'^e and gra- 
• dons was the next. But, the quidities of 
; tlie king bnri nothiug at all to do wiib the 
' m/’fter. Sir Fiancis Burdett prefessed to 
v^-sh for nothing more than to g'lard ihe of- 
I ficers of the irmy for the future ; and, 

! siir^dy, to leavt* the fonnncs, the character, 

I and the hap^ css ol so considerable a part 
i of the niiiion at the sole mercy of the mili- 
' taiy adviser of the king i.s not \e ry agreeable 
to the spirit of those Jaws, which make up 
'vh?.f is called the constitution of jKnglnnd. 
1 earnestly iio’v. that this subject will un- 
dergo an ample discussion. It is of infinitely 
> greater imp -ttance to the pex*ple of £>» gland, 
than all the cjuesiions about commerce and 
the Jaw of naticn«, which have cost the 
honourable membefs so many hard nights* 
woik daring the present session, and which 
have caused the j)iintln^^ of more papers 
than any man living could read in a year, 
though he went over them with the volubility 
of a Jaw'-stalioner’s clerk. 
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a moment in endeavcxiring to put the public 
upon its guard against an* attempt, which, 
according to al parigrapli in Ihe Courier, ol* 
the . 1 .’)ti) instarL wiis description of persons 
are pu l iring tomiake npoi'^tlic taxes. It is 
there staied, that they h.ive had a meeting 
at the London 7’avern, and have appointed a 
committee 10 wait upon the Secretary of 
Stale, in order to obtain iiid(‘ipuitication for 
their los.ses, in their prccip«tate flight from 

Lisbon. This is intolerable. What! are 

we to be taxed to pay for tht' los'.es, which 
they have incurred in trade ? Do we suffer 
a booksijller, or a printer, to come to us 
for losses, which he may have .sustained by 
fire ? As well might we indemnify the 
farmer for his losses by the sheep-mt or the 
turnip-fly.— —Why did they not insure 9 
If they could not dn*that, why did they not 
come away sooner ? They had plenty of 
notice.-^ — In short, this is as impudent as tho 
application of the adventurers to Buenos 
Ayres, and worse of it cannot besaic).— — 
Upon one condition I would grant them in- 
demnification. I would make each indivi- 
dual givejin account of his profits, since htf 
•began^^de with Portugal. Those piolii^ 
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he should then pay into, the exchequer. I 
would then give liiin as much as he could 
have earned, in .the c apacity of a labouring 
roan, from the began to trade with 

Portugal until the, present lime, dcclnctiug 
tlie sum necessary for liis support as’a labour- 
iqg man, during that space. Jf he had 

made.no profits, I would advance him out ot 
the taxes, the amount of 1 2 shillings a week 
for a year, or, which would be much better, 
perhaps, §end him, at oricc, to the parish, 
if lie were unable to wuik. -Wliat in- 

sufferable, what outrageous impudence ! 
A set of men leave their own country, 
go to another to carry ou a loci ative trade, 
continue in that trade for years, and, at 
last, wlicn they can stay no longer, v/heii 
they can derive iio longer any profits from 
a trade, for tiio support of which their' 
country has dearly paid In aiinamenls ami 
subsidies, home they come and demand 
indemnification for the loss they have sus- 
tained, in tonsequence of having remained 
to the last moment ! 

The American Merchant, whose letter 
came too late to be noticed, without great 
inconvenience, shall see his letter and my 
answer, in the next number. In the nieaii 
while, i think, he will regard it but fair to 
give me his name^ in consequence of the 
base imputation contained in the last para- 
graph of his letter. ^Whether he send 

his name or not, however, his letter shall 
be inserted. 

Botley, 17 f^l Marchl 1808. 

c OB B Er^Js 

rarliiini(?.ntary Debates. 

The Third number of Vol. X. is ready for 
delivery. Complete sets from the com- 
mencement in the year J803, may be had 
of R. Bagshaw, Brydges Street, Coveiit- 
Garden, and of J. Budd, Pall Mall. 

All Communications for the above 
Work, if sent to the Publishers in due lime, 
will be carefully attended to. 


AMERICAN MERCHANTS* PETITION. 

Dated loth MufrH, 1 SOS — The petition 
of the undersigned mci'ch.ints, manufac- 
tillers and others, of the city of London, inte- 
rested in the trade vyitli "the United States 
of America, humbly sheweth : — That your 
petitioners contemplate with the greatest 
anxieiy and apprehension the alarming con- 
sequences with which they are threatened 
from certain orders in council, purporting to 
be issued for the protection of the trade and 
navigation of Great Britain j hut on which, 
they are induced, sd'fer mature consi^&i'lion. 
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to believe that they must be productive of 
the most ruinous* effects. Your pet kioneii 
are duly sensible of the necessity of making 
every sacrifice of personal interests, t4 pro- 
mote the strength and rosonrees of lh$ •coun- 
try ,in thfe present extraordinary crisis of 
public aftltirs ; and if the total change intro- 
duced into the whole commercial system of 
this country, and of the world, by the or- 
ders of council, could be conducive to so de- 
sirable an object j your pciitioners, great as 
their los.ses must be, would submit w^ithout 
a murmur J hut tmderstanding that these orders 
are princij>ally, if not wholly,r ecommeuded 
by an opinion, tliat they will prove benefi- . 
cial to the commercial interests of this coun- 
try, they feel il to be their duty, humbly 
to represent their convictitui, that l|iis opi- 
nion is founded in error ; and (hat if tl7e 
prayer of their petition be gn.ntcd, they 
shall be able to prove, that they must be 
productive of the most fatal consequences 
to the* interests, not only of your petitioners, 
but of the commerce and manufactures of 
•the empire at large. — Your petitioners will *• 
abstain from enforcing, by any details, their 
apprehension, that these measures are likely 
to interrupt our peace with the United States 
of America j our intercourse with which, 
at all limes valuable, is infinitely more so 
since we are excluded from the continent 
of Europe. To this only remaining branch 
of onr foreign intercourse, we must now 
look for a demand » for our manufactures, 
for many of the most irnportant materials 
for their .support ; and for supplies of pro- 
visions and naval stores, necessary for our 
subsistence and defence. — ^Your petitioners 
feel assured that they will be able to prove 
to the satisfaction of your hon. house, that 
the neutrality of America has been the 
means of circulating to a large amount, arti- 
cles of the produce and manufactures of this 
country, in the dominions of our numerous * 
enemies, to which we have no direct access. 
—That the annual value of British manuf'ac-* 
tures exported to the United Stales, exceeds 
ten millions sterling : and— that as ourcon- 
sumptioi^ of the produce of that country 
falls far short of that amount, the only means 
of paying us must arise from the consump- 
tion of the produce of America in other 
countpes, which the operation of the or- 
ders in council must interrupt, and in roost 
instances totally destroy — That the pgo- 
pleof America, even if they remain at peace 
with us, must by a want of demand for their 
produce, and by the general ‘distress oftr 
measures must occasion, be disabled from 
paying their debts to this country, whipb 
may fairly be e^ifimated to amount to the 
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enormous sum of 12 millions sterling : — 
'J'hat the neutrality of America, so far from 
being injurious to the other commercial iil- 
tereA of Great Britain, has promoted ma- 
terially, their prospefity : — ^Tl»t the produce 
of oar colonies in the West fhdies, of our 
empire in the East, and of our fisheries on 
the banks of Newfoundland, lias ffequently 
found a foreign market by this means ; and 
—Thai by the destruction of the neutrality 
of ihe only remaining neutral state, all pos- 
sibility of iutercoui bC with iRe rest of the 
wbrid being removed, trade*cannot possibly 
be benefited, but must necessarily, be an- 
• nihilated. — Your petitioners feeling as they 
do most sensibly^with their fellow^ subjects, 
the pressure (»f a war in which their ^com- 
merce has principally been aimed at by the 
enemy, w'ould scorn to plead their distress 
m recommcnJLitioii of measures inconsistent 
with the honour and substantial interests of 
iheir countr}' , but they hnmbly rely upon 
tlie wisdom of the legislature that this dis- 
tress shall not be increased by our own er • 
Tors, and they confidently believe, that, if 
they are permitted to illustrate bf evidence 
the facts they are here to state, and to ex- 
plain many others which they shall here re- 
frain from enumerating, they cannot foil 
to establish the conviction with which they 
are so strongly impressed j — ^That the or- 
ders of council are founded on the most 
mistaken opinions of the commercial in- 
terests of llie emjiirc, and must be particu- 
larly fatal to those of your petitioners. — 
Your petitioners therefore pray, that they 
may be heard .by-themselves or council at 
the bar of this hon. house, and be permit- 
ted to produce evidence in support of the 
allegations of their petition ; or that this hon. 
iiouse will examine into the nature and ex- 
tent of their grievances in any mode which 
may appear ^visable, with a view of afford- 
ing such relief as this hon. house in iis wis- 
dom may think proper.— And your peti- 
tioners will ever pray. 

CLAIMANTS ON AMERICA, 

Sir, All aspersion upon the character 

of the merchants having Claims under the 
Convention wdth America, which appeared 
in the Morning Post of the 11th of Feb. in 
the Report of a Speccli which that papf^r has 
given as the Speech of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, renders it necessary that the pub- 
icfshould be undeceived, and which I shall 
Nttemp!, as well as endeavour to do justice to 
m^sdt, in common with my brother ciaim- 
aiits, notwithstanding my i net eased age and 
inti]*mities, since I last addressed some obscr^ 
vatioiis to you on the subject of the Board oi 


Claims on American Debtors (Vol. X. p. 
14^» 297). I sitn doubtful whether to attri- 
bute this reported SneeA j p the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, or^lhe errors of the re- 
porter, but winch soever jt may be, the ten- 
dency of the passage I shall notice is a fit 
subject for reprehension, whether we consi- 
der the charge against the Board of Commis- 
sioners, or the false statement respecting 
* the conduct of the niercliants, — ^The obser- 
vations to which I refer, as reported in the 
Morning Post of the 11th of Feb , arose out 
of the subject of the arrangement with the 
Bank, and are as follows : But theCom- 
niittee was in error in including in this 
^‘475,000 part of J' 600,000 placed in 
** the Bank, in virtue of an arrangement 
with the United States of America. 
Though the claimants on this fund may 
not have been as prompt m coming for* 
** tvord with dnnands as before, it was in 
the power of the trustees to vest the. money 
in Exchequer Bills, for the benefit of the 
claimants, whenever they should come 
** forward.** — It will be necessary, Mr. 
Cobbett, that 1 trace the origin of the Claim 
we have, not upon the. Board of Commis- 
sioners alone, but upon the nation, to repel 
this attack upon our want of promptitude, 
and that, I therefore travel to the com- 
mencement of the revolutionary war with 
America. It is not my intention to swell 
my present letter beyond the limits actually 
necessary in the recital of our wrongs in the 
communication of the unprecedented treat- 
ment we have, received, by far worse than 
that extended ^ v/ry outcasts of society. I 
shall briefly tolich upon our situation 1‘rom 
the year 1775 to the peace* in 1733, and as 
briefly slate the sutler ings we have under- 
gone from 1 783 to the present time. At the 
time of the commencement of the war in 
1775, the American colonies stood indebted 
to 4he British merchants ^£*4 ,000,000 ster- 
ling and upwards, which were withheld 
from them during the war, and w'hidli it was 
expected would not be readily discharged 
upon tfie cessation of hostilities, and the 
consequent peace. This conclusion is evi- 
dent from the stipulation the administration 
of this country in 1783, when, the treaty of 
peace was agitated, •deemed it proper to in- 
sist upon, and whicli w^as adopted, viz. the 
4 th aiti^'ie in these words, “It is agreed 
that creditors on either side, shall meet 
** with no lawful impediment to the r^co- 
** very of the full value in sterling money, 

** of all bona fide debts heretofore contract 
edj” and which not only included debts 1 
,due at commencement* of hostilities in 
1775 /out also (hose whichjiad been incur- 
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red up to the day on which the treaty of 
peace was made. The right upon our part 
to insist upon paying those 

debts which cerirnn taws of the re^-pective lo- 
cal legislatures of ftacU state in wjiidi indivi • 
diials stood indebted to Kri(a,n, interdicted 
during one period of the win, was acknow- 
ledged, and onr priviici;e tt sue for recovery 
of onr tlemando wu'j considered to be ic-« 
viveJ, and not a cli)u!)t ivioamcd among the 
principal part of my bi other merchants, bcit 
that justice wonid be impartially, regularly, 
and without ddav administered to us ; so 
much wore ihe-y i»nprisscd with this idea, 
that the comindtce of me. Jiaiits ir. London, 
created for the purpose of si'perintending 
the interests of their const it-.ieins trading to 
America, expiesred their extreme satisfaction 
at tile stipulated piovisions of the fourth ar- 
ticle of the treaty of peace; but hastily and 
rashly, indeed publicly declared their full 
conviction, that the American courts of ju- 
dicature would instantly dispense even hand- 
ed justice to the Brili.sh <"rcditors. That men , 
inured to difficulties, wants, and depriva- 
tions, and accu.storaed to the frequent exer- 
cise of evasions and subterfuges, as the 
American debtors had submitted to diuitig S 
years miseries of war, would instautlychani^c 
their acquired habits to pursue the pa*li of 
honour and honesty, was, 1 think, rat lit r 
more than could be believed by the most cre- 
dulous of the committee. Tb's commiitee, 
however, expressed thoir conviction of the 
fiitme correct prS ci'dings oi the American 
debtors, and in which schtiinffiit they v/cie 
joined by the Glasgow mi rr^aits, who went 
even further in Aheir expressions of 8atl^^ac- 
tion at the stipulations ot the 4th article of 
the treaty of peace, and their belief of the 
correct procee(li^g^, which w'ould take piac’e 
under it in the American couits, and de- 
clared that " every thing has been pneured 
for them which could biive been expected, 
when all circumstances are displ,us»onately 
considered ;** and even one of our legislators 
suffered himself to be equally deceiv<tLi into a 
similar belief with his coastituepts; I mean 
the Lord Advocate, Wiio in the debates upon 
the provi.sional articles of the treaty of peace, 
after adopting their sent imonts with consi- 
derable stage effect, dre\v a letter from his 
pocket, when on the floor of the House of 
Commons, (1 was present at the thne) and 
observed; I have a letter from the mer- 
chants of Glasgow, requesting me to return 
thanks to ministers for tlie care they have 
taken of their interests in the negotiation, 
for that some had been paid soii^p secured, 
and some were in hopes of being ^id the 
debts due by Akaerlca to them,*’ bi^not a 

I ' 


I single attempt was ventured upon by (he le- 
J gisbtu^e or judiciary of America, of the lo- 
' cal government of the respective st^es, to 
carry into effect the stipulations of the 4th 
article ct tj^e treaty <Jt‘ peace, for ‘several 
years after the peace ; nor ’were the doofs 
of the cgiirls of law (j[icn?d to the reception 
of cases of claims on tlie part of British cre- 
ditors, in pursuance of the provisions of that 
article, although the Lord Advocate declared 
the communication fn^m his constituents to 
be highly favograble. Ycft, I know, and I 
am sure, that the merchants of Glasgow bad 
reason4:o agree with me soon after bis decla- 
ration, that the debts paid ** were merely 
balances of a few shillings, and even that 
those were only p..id for the purpose of de- 
coying the mcrchauls into ill placed confi- 
dence of their iiiinnfc^y exact conduct, arc! 
to induce iheni to ship fresh cargoes of goods, 
impressed as they would be with the scru- 
piilons exactness of their old debtors, as 
well as that the sccuiiiies” taken were of 
no more avail than the original debts, be- 
cause wl^itever objections there might be to 
the accounts current, would follow tlie bond, 
and it is gouif, too far to contend, that the 
mere act of giving a bond is of equal impor- 
tance wnh the actual payment of a debt > 
although 1 know full well that such doctrine 
has been always the creed of American 
debto’-s who vviien pressed by their British 
en'ditors for payment, invariably have ob- 
served, ** J will j)ay you with my bond," 
and deem the payment of the debt to be 
made from the moment the bond is given, 
I’his SOI t of payment, howeVer, is not of the 
nature that would pas'^ current upon the 
Pixrbange of London, to enforce which 
would take just as much time as would the 
original debt, unaccompanied with the so- 
lemnity of wax and printed paper, and still 
liable to every objection that might be made 
to the accounts current, for the balance of 
which the bond might have been taken. In 
one part alone of the J.ord Advocate’s obser- 
\.atioijs I agree, for not only did some of the 
Glasgow merchants hope that the Americans 
would oe made to pay their debts, but, I 
believe, nearly the whole of us^ the event. s 
which occurred, however, put an end to all 
expectations, whatever our wishes might 

havet been. During the war a law was 

passed in America, compelling British cre- 
ditors, factors, and agents to leavadhe 
colonies of America, and innuraerabje olh^ 
impediment.s were also created, to prevent ‘a 
British creditor from recovering his debts. 
One particularly in 1777 , sequestering Bri- 
tish property, and which impediments were 
at length completed by the total interdlctioti 
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of recover), actually proscribing U8, and de* 
daring it to be an act of treason for any 
American debtor to pay his British creditor, 
but fabling the American debtor to dis- 
charge -the respon^ility of ^ebR by pay- 
ments with their manufacture of paper mo- 
ney into the statb treasuries, whfc^ in the 
year 178 1 had depreciated so low as 1000 
for l,«and as their estimated value of the 
new currency, was deemed to be equal with 
sterling amount in the payments into those 
treasuries; consequently, 0^*1000 currency 
the actual value of ei^X sterling, dis- 
charged a bona fide sterling debt of t£'l(XX). 

* — It is scarcely of any importance to notice 
the Suspension Act, respecting payments in 
paper money in the year 1/80, bocause the 
act was renewed with renewed vigour in 
\7S2, and no benefits whatciTr arose to the 
British 'Creditor from the suspended pay- 
ments, as they were unable to prosecute the 
debtors. — hopes of* the con.stitiienls of 
the Lord Advocate were not fulfilled, when 
the olive branch W'as substituted for the, 
“spear. Although the treaty of p^ce stipu- 
lated for the payment of debts, British cre- 
ditors were not permitted to sue their Aine- 
ricandebtors, it being deemed unfair, accord- 
ing to the doctrine of the Americans, to al- 
low them to obtain judgniejit, while the 
.American creditors had any outstanding de- 
mands against their felloW citizens. This 
doctrine was adopted and persevered in un- 
til the year lypl for, although the legisla- 
ture repealed the act prohibiting the reco- 
very of British debts in 1/87' it was in fact, 
a virtual conlinuatfon of the prohibition, for 
it was also declared in the same act, that a 
suspension should continue until the posts 
were giten up to the Americans, (Detroit 
upon their western frontiers, w’as one of the 
posts) and until the negroes who under a 
proclamation by the British commander, 
had deserted their servitude, and flocked to 
our standard, were restored, or compensa- 
tion was made for the loss sustained by the 
Americans in consequence of their derelic- 
tion; thus did impediments expressly con- 
trary to the provisions of the 4Lh afticle of 
the treaty of peace, against the recovery of 
British debts, remain in full force ; wc could 
not sue our debtors until some time after 
the adoption of the constitution of the Ame- 
rican government under its present form, 
anjPwhich alteration took place 1 believe in 
4^8. lAfter the expiration of nearly three 
yeafs from ll\is period, 8 years after the 
peace, and Jt) years from the commence- 
ment of hostilities, viz. in J/pl* and after 
the American creditors bad recovered their 
demandi from their fellow-citizen debtors. 


we were enabled for the first time to com** 
mence suits against our debtors, and to reco- 
ver as we apprehendgj^i^ahe 4th ait icier of 
the treaty of peace provided, the full va^ 
Jue of all bon^ fide debts.'* I remember 
well when the article was first publicly de- 
clared, asking the opinion of a very wortMy 
man, and a rara avis, an honest Iaw3'er, now 
!• no more, what were his sentiments upon the 
tendency of the expression. Well 1 recol- 
lect his reply, which the event has proved to 
be correct, that it did not secure to us the 
payment of 20s. for every pound of our de- 
mand, that the full value of all bonil fide 
debts, ** did not menu*' all bon!k fide debts 
in full, “ but that it only guaranteed lo 
us the full value of all boiiii fide debts" at 
the time we were enabled to got from the 
liehtors as much as they might deem it ex- 
pedient to pay us. In other words, the ac- 
tual value of our debts was that which w'c 
might be able to force from our debtors 
(some of whom were not worth a shilling 
when the courts wore open to our appeal, 
some of whom wtM*e then dead, and their 
property distrihuled and dispersed into va- 
rious channels; some of whom had been 
compelled by law to pay their American 
creditors, while we w« rc (;i«-.abUd from seek- 
ing redress ; some of \vl)oin had reli 1 ed W'itb 
stock and block to the Western Waters ; 
some of whom had transferred their proper- 
ty to others to evade the effect of judgment 
against them), afte»8 years consideration 
wdielher the}' would or vvould not pay us, 
and after 8 ye^rs jdoption of all the chica- 
nery that 4iti devised by American 

lawyers, to prevent the roaovery of a single 
shillii^g in due rotirsc of law, and loading us 
with the iiicalcnlable e\)ieiices of protracted 
litigation. Wiih all these and innumera- 
ble other diliiciillics, — these inmimerabledif- 
ficujties did w'o, in addition to the miseiies 
we*had experienced frem the cruel deten- 
tion of our property, while our creditors 
here were claniorcHis for payment of their 
demand#, wliich we were utterly unable lo 
discharge, many of us forced into the prisons 
of the metropolis, to wKich we had formerly 
contributed our mite to support in the sun- 
shine of our days, and compelled to take re- 
fuge with our famines, in the midst of mi- 
serable objects and disease, multiply to our 
severe and bitter lot, by seeking redress in 
the American courts of law, and by adding 
expence to the first loss from the rapacity of 
agents and la\vyc?s. Jn 179I we sued our 
claims in the American courts, and it was in 
1793 and j)ot before, a period of 10 years 
from treaty of peace,* when the first 
judgment was obtained in the federal court. 
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a court erected by the new or federal go- 
verumeiU, as a check upon the state courts j 
but many of us the great cxpenccs 

attendant upon prSfi^edings in that court, 
sought, but fruitle^ly, f<r>r rcdiess in the dis- 
trict or county of the didl-rent slates i but 
is which judgments were not obtained until 
between 2 and 3 years afterwards, avoiding 
certainl)'’ the expeuces of the federal court, 
but adding to the great expence of time 
which we had cruelly been subjected to. — 
But, Mr. Cobbett, wiicn the courts gave us 
judgments, they deducted 8 years interest 
during tlie war— a very considerable portion 
of our demand, and when it was proved that 
a debt had been paid into tlie American 
treasuries in their paper money manufac- 
ture, which did not exist vihen the debt was 
created, and. consequently, not nioraljy 
binding upon us, it was held to be n satisfac- 
tion of our demands, although it never came 
into our hands, nor was worth one penny to 
us in any way whatever. — Snch a fullilment 
of the 4ih article of the treaty ol’ peace, en- 
trenched as the American debtors were with 
innumerable impediments, Mr. Cobbett, 
as you must see, and no doubt of ^lour own 
acquired knowledge of our situation are 
aware, was a derision and mockery. Re-- 
monstrances upon remonstrances were mtide 
to our ow n government, to administer relief 
to us in some shape or other, to keep us 
from a state of actual want, or to enable us 
by some strong representation to the Ameri- 
can government,* to seek redress with some 
prospect of succes.s, which went on from 
time to time until tow\4ds/ie end of (he 
year 1794, when the iraiXyot amity, com- 
merce, and navigation, was entered into, 
and by which it was agreed that commis- 
sioners should be appointed to carry into ef- 
fect the .stipulations of the 4lh article of the 
treaty of peace, and the American govern- 
ment agreed to become our paymasters.*— It 
is not necessary for me here lu .'ilate irinute- 
ly what was done, or rather, what w.u not 
done under lhi.s commission, for like unto 
our individual applicntion.s, the natfonal au- 
thority had as little«effect as our endeavours 
towards a .settlement, because 1 have in my 
former letter (Vol. X. p. 149 and 297) to 
you, furnished you with a sutlicient state- 
ment of the case ; it is only necessary^ for 
me to observe, that nothing w'hat^ver con- 
ducing to our individual benefit or interest, 
settled, and that we were still condemn- 
ed to groan under our miseries, to suffer ad- 
ditional delay, and to bear increased expen- 
ces, while the written proofs we had of the 
origin of our bona fide claims weft mouldetr 
iug away with^orroding time, and living 


witnesses descending into the vale of life, 
thu.s accumulating upon us additional diffi* 
rubies, in.stead of clearing our direct path.— - 
Our claims were now calculated to /be in 
ainounf upwards of 5,900,000 sterling, the 
whole of udiitli, every shilling, if established 
by proof, and which we could have proved 
inconlro\^ertibly at the peace, when the 
whole was guaranteed to us (notwithstand- 
ing the respect I bear to the opinion ?)f my 
deceased legal friend, whose sentiments I 
have already ftieutioned) 'vvas stipulated to 
be .secure to u? by the 4th article of the 
treaty ojf peace, from the individual debtors, 
but not can ied into effect j and by thefith. 
article of the treaty of amity, commerce, 
and iiavigation, adopted aim assumed by the 
American government, and which was also 
not carried into execution. I cannot pene- 
trate into the arcana of state, but, nq doubf, 
for wise and prudential political reasons, we 
the merchants werenloomed to be sacrificed, 
or what is tantamount, our interests were to 
be ^rrendered ro maintain the peace of the 
nation ; and this sum of «£5, 000,000 ster- 
ling, was 4o be compounded for by payments 
on the part of the American government of 
X()00,000 sterling. 1 find no fault wdth 
thih n(‘gociation and settlement, if our situa- 
tion as a nation was siicl) as to require the 
concession and individual sacrifice; but it 
must be clear to every man totally unac- 
quainted with stale maxims, and the policy 
of government, that it is a moral axiom the 
nation is bound to inefemnify, individuals^ 
#hose interests may be sacrificed for the ge- 
neral good, out of the .public purse 5 that 
all shall conttfbnte where all are concerned 
and benefited ; which may be brought fami- 
liarly to our view, by reflecting that if it be 
deemed necessary the public should have a 
road through my land, although I as an indi- 
vidual do .^ct a value upon the spot on which 
I may have been born, and which in value 
increased in my estimation with my ripen- 
ing years; yet this sacrifice must be made 
by me, and hard as it might be to part with 
it, it would be only just and proper that I 
should* so do for general benefit. Just in- 
deed it is on the part of the nation requiring 
it for the public advantage, not a particle of 
injustice is there in the required act, . the 
onl)i Injustice which could arise would be .in 
the determination of government not to 
compensate me for the deprivation 5 hut go- 
vernment never yet did take from the 
dual a foot of land, and add it \o the conr-* 
TOon stock, without awarding compensdlion 
for the deprivation. If, therefore, the go- 
vernment deemed it politic and prudent to 
compound ^^5,000,000 of demands for 
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d 600,000 , 1 hold that government bound to 
make up the deficiency to the individuals^ 
and tarfake every pretaurton that no time be 
uaetesiily expended in apportioning , the 
"scartiy pittance paid by the American go- 
vernaiient among title hungry claimants. A 
, period of 8 years had elapsct^ from the date 
* of the treaty of vuity, commerce, and navi 
gation 19 years after the peace, aifd 27 years 
from the conimenitemenl of tlie war, when 
a cDifv'ention was entered into between Bri- 
tain and America, viz. on 8th Jan. 1802, 
by Lord Hawkesbury, his M.'jeslys princi- 
pal Secretary of State for FOreiy.n Affairs, on 
the part of the former, and by Mr. Bufns 
Ktng/ the Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
Uintod States qji the part of the latter coun- 
try, by which it was stipulated that the Uni- 
ted Stales should pay cf(j00,000 steiTing in 
3 installments, in satififaciion and discharge 
of tlie money which the Ibiited Stales ini-^ht 
have been liable to p^y in pursuance of the 
provisions of the tieaty'Knf amity, cr)mm(. ;ce, 
and navigation, and which amounted to 
5,000,0011, as I have already meniioned. ^ 
.The la-t instalment of (his money was paid®| 
in 1805, and for the purpo.se of distribating 
the amount, commissioners were appointed 
by act of parliament in pursuance of a bill 
brought into the House of Commons by the 
present Chancellor of the Exchequer, at the 
time Attorney General, the bcgiuniiig of 
Apid, 1803, which directed the sum of 
^i;’t>00,000 to be divided amongst the several 
persons in proportion to the amount of their 
respective xini ms* and which w'ms, in fact, 
no more tl&ui 12 per cent, of the amount if 
the whole, viz. ^'5i.000,(X)0, amounting, as I 
have slated to you in my forfi|r communi- 
cation, to no more than 2s. A^d, in the pound 
of every 20s. of the foil value of all bona 
fide debts/’ as the words of the treaty of 
peace are. Although the bill was not 
brought ir.to parliament until the beginning 
®f April, 1803, an office was opened for the 
reception of claims in September, 1802; 
and when the Board of Commissioners ap- 
pointed in the act met, they continued to 
receive claims \intil the limited lime, by the 
7th section of the act of parliament for final- 
ly depositing claims, which was fixed for the 
1st of June, 3804, after which period no 
claim could be received. It is, therefore, in- 
correct to state, as the Morning Pos^ has 
stated, that the claimants have not been so 
prompt in coming forward with demands as 
hplOre ; because, if a creditor neglected to 
hft claim on or prior to the 1st of June 


1S04, his claims could not be subsequently 
received. The reverse of the charge of 
want of promptitude would have beeo nearer, 
the truth, ^ora great creditors were 
prompt enough to droic forw'aid to make 
claim before the Convention Board, seeing 
that the British government had compound* 
ed for the debtadue to the British merchants, 
and precluded them from resorting either to 
the American government, or the American 
individual debtor, who had not from som« 
cause or f-*her made claim with the Board in 
Amrricrfl under the treaty of amity, com- 
merce, and navigation ; but their claims 
were refused to be received before the Con- 
vention Board, because they had not in the 
fiist instance made claim in America, under 
the treaty of amity, commerce, and naviga- 
tion. — We who made our claims in Ameri- 
ca, have all made our claims to the Conven- 
tion Board years' since, with that prompti- 
tude our immediate wants and necessities 
compelled us to do, and we have followed up 
this promptitude from the time the Board 
w'a.s formed, unceasingly but unavailingly, to 
the present time, writhing under the torture 
at accumulating exponce, delays, and impe- 
diments to remuneration ; and, I cannot 
even now, Mr. Cobbett, as 1 observed for- 
merly to you, calculate upon the final deci- 
sion of the Board upon our respective claims, 
within less lime than I have heretofore sta- 
ted, long before wdiich period v/e shall, and 
indeed will ilie whole of mankind in present 
existence, have ceased all concern in sublu- 
nary matters: Sinoula de* nobis annipra^ 
dantur euntes. A reflection much embitter- 
ed by the inuiimetfible sufterings and hard- 
.ships and privations we Jiave undergone, du- 
ring the last 30 years, and those we have 
still to submit to. Insignificant as is the 
sum compounded for, it would have been 
some little relief to the horrors of our re- 
flection, if that composition money had 
been rendered productive, until the Board 
could biing them.selves to the resolution of 
putting some little stay to our miseries by 
deciding our claims j but this. Sir, has not 
been d(^e, The Morning Post is equally 
incorrect in the assenioii, in the respect that 
it was in the power of the trustees to vest 
the money in Exchequer Bills for the benefit 
of the clainaants, wherever they^should come 
forward/' as the fact is, that such proceeding 
has not t]|;en adopted. This observation is a 
severe censure upon the Board for neglecting 
and sacrificing the interest of the claitpants, 
if they are empowered to lay out Ih# mopey 
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at interest/ or upon tlic legiftlature, for not 
having attended to their interest in authori- 
sing such invest ment, particularly so, as the 
person who is repWWWby the: Morning Post 
to have made the observation, is the very 
person who brought (he bill into parliament. 
T^at the board are not to blapie lor the mo- 
ney remaining wrapped up in a napkin, as 1 
have heretofwe mentioned, I shall make ap- 
pear perfectly clear. Ihe eleventh section of 
the act of parliament, which was passed on 
the 22d of April, 1803, enacts tliat^he three 
several installments of j^:’200,000 " shall, 
as soon after the payment thereof respective- 
ly in America, as the same can be done, be 
remitted to, and paid into the hands of the 
cashier of the governor and company of the 
Bank of England, to the account of, and 
with the privily, and in the names of, the 
commissioners appointed under this act, and 
skull be and remain in the names of the 
commissioners for the time being under this 
act, to be paid to the scv\:ral and respective 
persons entitled thereto under the order of 
the said commissioners, or any two of them, 
pursuant to the provisions of this act." Not 
one word of authority is delegated to the 
board to invest the money in Exchequer Bills 
or otherwise, for the benefit of the concern 
throughout the act ; and, consequently, this 
money might remain in the bank until 
doomsday, if it could be possible that a board 
armed with the powers they have by this act, 
could, in the exercise and in the plenitude of 
those powers, rqfrain^from deciding upon 
the cases before them. 1 will not, as the 
Morning. Post has done,# charge the board 
■with acting improperly,^ in attributing to 
them power whi^h they are not armed with, 
or with an improper exercise of the authori- 
ty they have delegated to them ; because, I 
have been assured that the present commis- 
noners are men of character and ability, qua- 
lified in every respect for their arduous jdu- 
ties, and are not insensible to the situation 
their starving petitioners are, and have been 
for many years placed in, and are disposed 
to* extend to each claimant bis individual 
share of justice ; but, 1 may without impro- 
priety suppose in the present state of man- 
kind, that it is not impossible others not of 
equal character aod s^ility, and to whom 
the harsh treatment we have experienced, 
and the rigonrous measures we have endured 
may not be known or attended to{ (may in 
less time than a century be placed in their 
stations) and that while those men maybe 
« fattening upon the oiinm enm dignitate^ some 
trh^al imperfection or other in our respec- 
tive cases may be held to be of siriiicieAt im- 
pertance to delay a decision upon tl^m be'* 
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yond the period of the present century. This 
may be the case, and of this 1 do ^mtplain 
as of an event not improbable, as 1 am in- 
fornied not one of the present board* has 
youth on his side. Still, J^owever, it ^ight 
be some consolation for a man of my age«and ^ 
infirmities, to reflect that piy' great grand- * 
son's greatigrandson might be the better re- 
munerated for my present miserable expec- 
tations, if I knew that the mon^y pai(^into 
the Bank was laid out in Exchequer Bills, 
and consequently, accumulating in amount, 
the simple interest of which'in the course of 
a century, taking the amount as it is now 
stated t5 be *£'475,(XX), would produce 
££,'2,3/5 ,0(X) in the aggregate ^2,850,000, 
though very far shgrt of ouf claims, still it 
wouief be some addition to our confined 
hopes 3 but, as it would be a further \!onso- 
lation to know that the greater the resulting 
benefits accruing, the larger would be our 
rateable proportion. ^ I have to suggest the 
adoption of the same rule wdiich is pursued 
in the City of London, where we mercantile 
•men do not in our practical proceedings con-^ 
tent oursebres with a calculation of simple 
interest profits. Certainly not, for as we 
receive our money we send it out again into 
the world, and as this is strictly correct and 
attended with the reflection that we can cal- 
culate upon the advantage of compound in- 
terest, which in the time I have mentioned 
would amount to a very considerable sunt, 
the overplus in the present case, after paying 
our descendants of the* sixth generation 
Ipndsomely, might be made subISrvient to 
the general purposes of the nation. But 
how can the attempt to put this into practice 
be made ? Where rests the poww to make 
even simple interest of this composition mo- 
ney, Mr. Cobbett, for the act of parliament 
authorises no such thing; and it seems there- 
fore, necessary that a new act be passed for 
the express purpose. The present board have 
some limits to what they shall not do, 
though from a very minute examination .of 
the act, 1 cannot discover any rule of con- 
duct positively lostricting them to what they 
shall beneficiallv do. Let the obloquy re- 
main where U should, in the administration 
that agreed to sacrifice us for <£600,000 and 
having sacrificed us fijr that sum, s^ilS fur- 
ther added to it by not attending to the be- 
nefit which would arise, and in some mea- 
sure compensate us for the first sacrificoi by 
directing that scanty pittance to be 
out at interest until the sixth generatio)]^ 
commissioners to meet upon our cases mi^ 
deem it proper to decide them. The present 
board, Sir, have no more interebt in the 
application of the monies than you have > 
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they arc Ac mere tcnnel as it vere, tliroiigb j^veljr ass^ed. by one of yo«t Cdsrie^ 
‘''wbichoor silvery flood of dollars is to drip spondents, that all the leading poTdts tvf^^ 
int 9 ^>dr hahdn* when it* has been p\irified at decided upon by the fiuard in Philadelphia^ 
the smelting houses for, I consider every and that it was now only necessary to spply 
darv’s delay as openiting to exude out of us those points to thf d^rent cases, anade- 
3s. lOd. sijnple interest during every cide upon them. Mr. Cobbett, 7 years have 
24 hours, the principal sun> reftiaining as a nearly elapsed, and ccftuparatively speaking, 
dead and unprofitable concern in the Bank we have gained not a shadow of our rights, 
of England Cashier’s hands, under the act of and for what we have gained we have fon 
parliament, totally unemployed. Mr. Cob- compelled to submit in the first instance to 
beft, the good hard dollars hourly losing the the acceptance of 2s. 4i, in the pound com- 
polish, such at least is to be collected from position, when even government acknow<» 
the act of parliament, wastthe intention of ledges that twenty shillings is our due, be- 
the legislature.* The boasd though armed as catise policy required the stale to offer us, 
they are with some very great powers, are the mercantile part of the nation, as an ex- 
notwithstanding not armed with flowers for piatory sacrifice for having dafed to demand 
Our prospective interest; this however, is the fulfilment of the 41 h article of the treaty 
not their fault, but the.crime of those who of peace by the Americans. I should hope 
originally sacrificed us; and the Morning that government will ultimately see the pro- 
fost^ust, therefore, be incorrect, in attri- priety of making up the diiference to ns, 
billing the expressions it has done to the which I hold it to be bound to do on the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to the very principles of common justice, as it was deem* 
man who prepared thf bill, and moved it in cd adviseable to concede our property to 
the house, and who must have known how America without our consent, and to take 
an act of parliament operates, expressly from us opr right to sue onr debtors, which 

, declaring that the money shall remain wit4i we were euabled to do betore the conven- 

the cashier of the Bank, until fpaid over to lion, of to look to the government of Arne* 

the claimants'; but, though our individual rica for redress, if justice was withheld from 

interest has been neglected, yet, surely, it us by the American judiciary.— —Men may 

would have been well that the legislature flippantly talk of concessions to America, but 

had not wholly overlooked that which , con- let every one bring the matter home to his x 
cerns the national interest. If our prospec- own breast. It is edsy to contend for the 
• tive interest was beneath their notice, that of concession of the rights of others; but, I 
. the nation is presumed nut to be so. Why should wish much to know, if those men 
not have directed that the annual interest of wdio at this lime strenuously and Vociferously 
the .^0130,000 should be appropriated to the advocate the caiiiC ef concessions to America 
current expeuces of the office of tlie board, by this nation, are willing themselves to con- 
Thfc et cocteras qf public offices are not in- Cede what may iininccltately effect their in- 
troduced into the national establishment dividual interest. What is the concern of 
without expence, and ^€30,000, the yearly etrery one is the concern #f no one ; and we 
interest of the ^ 600 , 000 , would have at may, therefore, concede as a nation all our 
least contribtlted to the discharge of claims rights, without a direct sacrifice being 

Upon government for the expence of the of- made of the interest of the individual j this 
ficc, instead of becoming a permanent is what those men contend forJ^ but who 
- charge upon out faxes; as I much fear it Wpuld vehemently oppose a surrender of 
will, for the end of the concern is far re- their individual interests, though the nation 
hioved for any definite period. We have should require it to be done in the manner * 
no\/ entered into the seventh year of the we have submitted to the surrender. But 
existence of the American claim office, few whatever is yielded to America, whatever 
claims have been decided, and small indeed concession may be determined upf li by this 
has been the rateable pittance which has been country, I am fully satisfied it will only bo 
doled out to, a very few of us, after a patient considered by America as arising from ap* 
endurance of sufiferings for 33 years, and no prehension ; and tj^at Amcri^ emboldened 
prospect whatever presents itself of j final by our wavering conduct, will never desert 

cessation of our miseries, unless the faint her system of extorting concession as long as 

spark of life remaining in us should expire, this.coflntry has any thing left to concede.— ^ 

1 ^ 4 ^. with that event put an end to all reflec- 1 have ever found such to be the conduct of 

npoit oqr cares.— In my former corre individuals of that country ; and, I have no 

ipoodeilce, I observeil, that modi appeared doubt, that the collective body retains the 
to be done, before we received the scanty virtues of the component partSt My present . 
portion of oaf sacrifice, notwitlwtanding X Ivtftr be# .branched out into greater &pace 
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than I exptcted it would, when t first took 
up the pen $ but, the subject, ah inexhaust- 
ible one it is, must be my excuse with yAi, 
and momentous it4BuCc|ually to i(s ine;^haiis- 
tion. Mercantile men who pride themselves 
on their self importance, and the conse- 
quence they consider themselves with re- 
spect to* the nation at large, may fairly con- 
clude from my observations on the treatment 
we have experienced, from ihe neglect with 
which wc have been treated, ami liom the 
sacrifice which has been made of us by go- 
vernnient, what value is set upon our rank 
in the comtqon scale : to have suspended us 
bir dozens would have been mercy to us, 
compared with the treatment we have expe- 
rienced. — ^I'he value go\'ernment puts upon 
the rank and character of mercantile men in 
the state, and their beneficial exertions to- 
wards the increase of commerce may be rea- 
dily estimated. You, Mr. Cobbett, and Mr. 
Spence have been insisting that we can 
well do without commerce. One considei a- 
tion in support of the doctrine you have 
brought forward into public view, and coii- 
terfded for, you have left to me to furnish 
you with, that even the government of this 
country acts as if commerce was unnecessary, 
from the sacrifice of those who carry it on 
and which government assuredly would not 
do if it was beneficial ; certainly, the best 
method of completely putting an end to com- 
merce, is to saci 'dice those at the shrine of 
ihe ** new morality,*’ w^hich contends for 
the adoption of nothing but what concerns 
oneself j a like sacrificing the merchant by 
whom commerce has been brought to an un- 
precedented heighrh, and tiie manufactures 
of the country, ^wbich through his means 
have been raised to a prc^-erainence unexam- 
pled. Thus to extinguish ouc importance, 
IS to shew in what view the commerce of the 
country is held, duly appreciating its value 
and insignificance. If the remnant of life 
now remaining to me, and my faculties WUl 
permit, I may again trouble you for a space 
in your Register, for some remarks upon the 
dinerent decisions by the board un^er the 
treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, 
nnd the board under thre convention, now sit- 
ting in London, shewing the vai ious proceed- 
ings which have taken place when the Ame- 
rican debtor was a p^rty, and now that the 
American debtor is no longer a party, with 
the objections which have been jirought 
against our claims, which e\^en theAmericao 
agent for the debtor never contended for, 
though' it was their interest to lessen our de- 
mands as much as possible, a dilFerencie I 
cannot account for ; for wdiat was declared 
to be Jaw by the board Ifl America^ it does ^ 


seem to me diould be held to be the 

board liere ; psirticularly as the present bbafd 
consists of the identical individuais^ who 
composed* the majority of the board ifiAmc** 
rica, wdicre they had to * contend with yiien 
by no meaiy deficient in A.ill, though,^]jos- 
sibly not possessing superior ability to 'the 
members of the present bojfrd, who, ,I pre- 
sume, were on that recommendation select- 
,ccl for their office, and appointed tc^tho 
consideration of the claims of — huined 
OLD AMEUICANMKIlCHrVNT.— 2e),1809. 

Tkklaxd. 

Sir ^C atholic emancip.ation, and the 
abolition of tithes miglit perhaps prove 
auxiliary triwards removing ^lie return of 
the di.syi\i MS, tlint 'liave long afflicted Ire- 
land, but their operation could only^ pro- 
duce a icmporary effect. It is true, that Ca- 
tholic emancipation, by gratifying the pride 
of the llomisb aristocracy, would occasion 
sincere efforts on ihek- part, to excite among 
the low'er orders of the Catholics a hearty 
j^esistnnee to French invasion, while the 
abolilHUi of tithes would put their value into 
the tenaiit’jf pocket during his lease, and so 
far increase his means of subsistence } it is 
evident, howeVer, to common sense, that 
the adoption of such measures could produce 
no solid or permanent good, when we fairly 
consider the source from which all the t‘viU 
spring ; rack rents and non-resident landed ' 
proprietors, are most certainly the primary 
and sole cause of all the qijiamities, which 
have afflicted that unhappy land for the last 
century; an exuberant population, ill lodged, 
ill fed, and ill clothed, will be always ready 
to join the standard of sedition, for the pro- 
pensity is in human naiure.—To describe 
evils without prescribing a remedy, is use- 
less, and to prescribe a remedy when thero 
is little hope of its being adopted is nugato- 
ry : in spite, however, of such discouraging 
prospects, I will trespa-ss upon you with my 
opinion,— Political concessions the most 
liberal and extensive must prove wholly un- 
availing, Measures that directly come home 
to the root'of the evil, can only prove efficient. 
Long hat'o the landed proprietors of Ireland, 
been in the habit of extorting excessive rents 
from the oppressed occupiers, without aii]^ 
allowances or deductions for building or re- 
pairing their miserable habitations, or im- 
proving their land. Tbb arrear to patriotisih 
and humanity, on that score, is deep inde^, 
and I may venture to affirm that it wiy nevey / 
be discharged w*ithout the vigorous and . ' 
termined interposition of the legislature 
between peasantiy and property. This I may 
be told would be dangfirous and uncojutitw* 
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tional : unconstitutional it might be, but the 
dangfr'iie^ the oilier way. Pray what was 
the suspension of the habeas corpus and 
the invasiori of property to the tune of 10 
per Vent. ? they lyere and are gidped down, 
from^ im perio us necessity and fw tJie salva- 
' tion pf theShpire. — If Ireland is to be per- 
manently secured to Great Britain) it must be 
by the courage and energy of the great body 
of her people, and their elForts can only be* 
obtained by possessing comforts to defend. 
Political rights are grateful to the mind, they 
<.«flatter national pride, and wristocratical am- 
bition, but how insignificant are they to the 
feelings of a large agricultural (feasantry, 
debased and brutalized by lilih, and poverty ? 
Can Catholic Emancipation give them food, 
raiment or decent habitations ? bid what 
would it do for the ProlCJitants r would it 
cloth and feed them too ? so ignorant, 1 am 
persuaded, arc numbers of the lower orders 
of Irish Catholics, and so much have they 
heard of this said emancipation, that they 
actually think that it would lodge, clothe 
and feed them plentifully. At the s.ame tiirn? 
* I can see no good reason, why tlm Irish Ro- 
man Catholics should not be completely 
emancipated j it could not increase their 
physical ppwers one panicle, nerve a single 
arm or forge one pike more against the state 
than already exists. It would be just and li- 
.beral, it would be in harmony witli the 
spirit of the constitution ; good it might do, 
mischief none ; the e\periment, therefore, 
would be reasoiflible and politic at the pre- 
BM’.t awful crisis: true, it might mortify pro- 
tenant pride, long in the exclusive possession 
of political power. Veteran rnenujpohsts do 
not like that a participation of their privi- 
leges sliould e.\tcnd to others j that how- 
ever ought lo have no weight with the rulers 
of a great empire, when its security is at 
stake.— But to return from this digression 
.and at once to come tp the point. — The relief 
I have in contemplation for the great mass 
of the Irish peasantry consists of the fol- 
lowing measures i — 1st. Let all the landed 
proprietors of Ireland be obliged, in future, to 
let their farms to the occupiers wh^ actually 
reside upon, and cultivate them ; by this 
measure, the middle men, or land pirates, 
will be annihilated : — 2d. Let no man oc- 
cupy for grazing, more than a given cji^ianti- 
ty of land with modifiralions with respect 
its quality j by this measure bipeds will snp- 
jpfant quadrupeds, and an encreasing popula- 
tion will find food and raiment : — Bd. Let 
ne human habitation have less than ten acres 
of arable and pasture attached to it; this 
will secure from starvation the family who 
occupies it Let aU pottages and tarns 
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houses be built and kit^t in repair, (aa m 
England) by the proprietor 5th. Let JbH 
landed proprietors, who do not residei, 
at least sist months liT* the year on their 
estates, pay an absentee tax of 10 per cent 
the produce of which sbal^ be solely appli- 
cable, to improve the condition of the 
lower orders of the people under the direc- 
tion of a board instituted for that purpose ; 
this will contribute^ to secure resident. 
Should the health or age of the proprietor 
require a difierent residence, in ^uch case, 
one of his fiunily may represent him on his 
©state.— Let an inspector be appointed to 
each county, and (if that inspector be a well 
informed Englishman, so much the belter) 
who shall make an annual circuit of the 
county to which he is appofnted, and upon 
oath report the condition of the peasantry, 
which report shall be published, specifying 
the proprietor on whoseestate misery prevails : 
this would be of incalculable benefit towards 
meliorating the state of the lower orders of 
the peasantry. — Strong as these measures 
appear to be, certain 1 am, that if they are 
not adopted, or oihers which shall nearly 
approxiiuiie them, Ireland never can long 
remain in a state of tranquillity. The times 
are past, when a great agrarian peasantry wilt 
endure oppression \tdthout those ebullitions 
which shock humanity and disgrace the era 
in which we live. When or where we sliall 
find an administration with vigour and virtue 
snflicieiil lo carry such measures into effect [ 
know not. In whafquarU^r of the political 
horizon shall we look for them ? In our past 
rulers, I could contemplate no bold compre- 
hensive plan aiined to cMiibrace the pros- 
perity or to secure the staHility and duration 
of ihcenipiiej — their talents as men arc un- 
questionable, tlicir abilities as ministers, con- 
temptible, and their patriotic virtue very sus- 
picions j — during their short reign, never 
was there a more gross or indecent abuse of 
power in the distribution of appointments, 
particularly in that profession where mora- 
iitv and high character should have been re- 
ligiously consulted From the present ad- 
ministration, I can flatter myself with no 
very sanguine hope, I fear that they are 
trimmers and want energy to encounter a 
measure of sucli pr^af^petive magnitude, — it 
is not fair to prejudge, — may I be mistaken ! 
—1 well know that the measures I have sug- 
gested ^ouJd excite the indignation of Irish 
peers, commoners, squires, and landjob- 
bers ; to them 1 must beg leave to observe, 
that I really wish to save their throats from 
being cut, their lands laid waste, , their roun- 
try'desolated, and the Bcitish empire over-* 
thrown.-^It is not a little to bear 
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that it will become a Ficnch colony: — 
Agreed, but who is to do that something r — 
!wH)r auch men, as the very honourable gen 
tiemaD on his legs,— let me ask him, who is 
to enable the miserable wretches on his 
, estate to dothe, feed and lodge better, but 
be himself ? would he wish to thrust his hand 
into the public purse to improve the condi- 
jtion of his tenants ? agreed,— let liim do so, 
provided that he will replenish that purse 
when it is empty 3 — does he not put the 
whole rental of his estate into his pock*, t, 
undiminished by repairs, property-lax, al- 
lowances for improvements, or audit din- 
hers, while an English lancllo:*d hardly re- 
ceives three- fourths ofhisreiil clear, and pays 
for every consumeable article an enormous 
price? — In a word, there are no landed pro- 
prietors in Europe who owe so much to their 1 
country, as the gentlemen of Ireland } there I 
is no country tor wliich God has dune so | 
much, and man so little. — Let me exhort 
those gentlemen . before it be too late, to 
give up, (at least for seven years) the charms 
of Harrowgate, Margate, and alt the gau-» 
and mouths, too, with precious Hath and 
yoluptuous London, and reside in their own 
country, — let them lower the rents tf their 
little tenants, and' encourage, not t.rtvAC, 
their industry. *I.et tlicm contribute to 
render the habiMtioiis of vhc peasantry de 
cent and comfortub.’c. f ct then'. ,<Tjive boun- 
ties for Older and cleanliuess, aiuiby i\t 
inspection sec tl.al the intention ol .sadi 
bounty be carried ir.to ctfect ; a mere Juf, 
will never do in a country v.'hore the people 
{n many parts have never in fact, beciic(.ni- 
pletely civilized — the residence of the niaTiy 
would give peace and secuiity to the whole. 
—Between cowardice and dissipation Irol.'^nd 
has been nearly deserted, so that the few 
gentlemen who have had virtue and idrtitude 
to stand ibcir ground in the country parts 
actiulty maiut.iiiif'd pusi.s of danger.— In 
point, I knew a gentlemnii, who, for tw^o 
years, never went idfDed until bre-tk of day, 
he and his family, even including iii.s wife, 
were on duty every night, —had otjier gen- 
tlemen acted with similar courage, vigilance, 
and* perseverance as he did, the late rebel- 
lion never could have been so horribly 
powerful and tremendous as it was, — nay, it 
toight have been pi evented entirely — I 
know that it haM been long the'^practice in 
Irelnrdi wj?''::. the oppressed broke out into 
^Cts of outrage against their oppressors, for 


senatorial adventurers, ferensiao 'dema- 
gogues, and inflammatory pamphleteers, to 
di rect the storm against the state. Government, 
which had never provoked^tlie insurre^fon, 
was bound, however, to put il dnwua -by mi- 
litary force; hence, being considered by the 
insurgents hs allies to the landed tyrants, 
who were the original aggressors, both be- 
came the common ob]c*ct of democrafical 
attack. — The fact is. Government and the 
Irish peasantry ‘are far distant from each 
other. I know 6t no point in which they* 
are in dirpet contact, except in the tax on 
hearths, and even that small duty escapes 
the chiiuucy of the soli larj^ cottager, or 
the roi{agL*r with one hearth.— Whether the 
duty on whisky or lobacro be any real grieve- 
ance, I must submit to economists and mo- 
ral under a free const itutiu:) it is not 
easy to conceive bow an agricultural pea-t 
santrycan be uppressetd by its government, I 
mean, where a just usageaud a humane order 
of things, prevail; for, most assuredly, the 
quantum of rent should be regulated by Jthe 
quantum of taxation to which the renter is 
subject, this is so obvious a truth, that it re- 
quires no illustration.— It is high time that 
the saddle were placed on the right horse,-P.» 
to this very hour there are many, even 
thinking pet)ple in England, who are per- 
.suarleH that all those disorders that have af- 
flicted and disgraced Ireland, have beep 
occ;*sioiK J by ptJitical misrule and persecu- 
tion fnmi government, whereas white boys, 
oak boys, and all tlie boys sprang froiil 
c.mvcs in wliich govcnirneni had no* more to 
do than the Emperor of China —Since the 
houve of Hanover ascended the British 
throne, the people of Ireland h.ive felt no 
impuLcfrom their political rulers, bv which 
their comforts or happiness wefedirninished 
or tlisliirbcd.— In England, all oppressions 
flow from Government, in Ireland they are 
inflicted by the rapacious hand of the land- 
ed interest, — ^Your most obedient servant, 
26tA l\b. 1808, J, W, ‘ 

BANK OF ENGLAND. ’ 

Sir,— Having lately conversed with sq« 
veral gentlemen on the subject of the late 
demand made by government on the Bank 
of England, for the loan of three millions, to 
be repaid by exchequer bills (not bearing 
interbiJt) six months jifter the signing a defi- 
nitive treaty of peace, and amongst the nififi;:- 
berwere members of the imperiar parii^.? 
pent, 1 found them warmly 'to espouse fiie 
coiidocf of government on thet occasion • 
and as the arguments generally made use oi" 
by them led to the same point; I conclude, 
that tho^e who have defended the 'princi- 
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E les on which the demand has been made, 
ave drawn their conclusions from the same 
source.-^The argument is this, that a per- 
son keeping money with his banker has a 
right to his balances in any way he 
pleas^and th^reVore the bagk df England, 

' standing Th'the situation of banker to govern- 
ment, that government have an,undoubted 
right to make use of their own balances. 
On ^is subject, sir, 1 most perfectly coin- 
cide. But is this a fair statement ? I con- 
tend it is not ; for if the premises are good, 
-Othat government have a right to make use 
of their own balances, which 1 allow, then 
what occasion was there for any communica- 
tion to take place between the chancellor 
of I he exchequer and the governor and di- 
rectors of the bank of lilngland, as •to the 
loan of three millions without interest. I 
certainly should not communicate with my 
banker on the subject of the disposition of 
niy balances in his hands, and of course 
tliere was no necessity* for government ma- 
king any communication to the bank of 
England as their banker. 1 consider there# 
fore, sir, that the question rcsol%?s itself in- 
to a very narrow compass.— Government 
h.aye either been unnecessarily demanding 
their right, or they have demanded what 
ought not to have been in the power of tlie 
governor and directors of the bank of Eng- 
,land to grant.— For if the three millions are 
not intended to be drawn from the balances 
of government in the bank, they must con- 
sequently be taken from the surplus or sav- 
ings of the company j and I cordially agree 
with the author of a late publication, ad- 
dressed to the proprietors of bank stock, 
that such an aocumulation ought never to 
have taken place j for whenever tlie savings 
or profits had warranted a division, it ought 
by every principle of honour and justice to 
have been made.— And, sir, 1 am bold to 
.assert, that men who have supported the 
minister on this occasion, have condemned 
. the conduct of the governor and directors 
in placing the company in such a situation 
as to have induced government to make the 
demand, from a knowledge which they 
presumed they possessed of the sums that 
had (so unjustly) been suffered to accumu- 
late, to the manifest injury of each indi- 
vidual proprietor. — 1 trust, sir, that at the 
first general court held at the bank, th^ ques- 
tion as to whether the three millions are only 
be drawn from the balances of govern- 
. men t,* or whether they are to be considered 
as a loan arising from the savings of the 
company, will be brought forward, in or- 
der that the transaction may be placed in its 
trae light, and prevent future misrepresen- 


[ tatioua; and, should it appear three 

! imllionsare to^ taken from the balance^ 
01 government, I do not consider that any* 
injury will be sustained by the company, 
but that the flourishing state of their flnaii'* 
ces .wiU enable (hem re continue with the 
addition of a bonus, their usual division of 
twelve pounds per cent, per anuuro. Bfct, 
should it appear that the three millions are 
to be taken from the savings of the company, 
it will be necessary to submit a motion on 
the subject to the court of proprietors, 
strongly urging them to adopt such a line 
of conduct as will prove the means of pro- 
curing for themselves a fair distribution of 
that property they have so unjustly been kept 
out of. — I remain, sir, your obedient hum« 
ble servant, — ^Justice,— Feb. 2S, 1808, 

SINKING FUND. ^ 

SfRj — Your correspondent, C. S., could 
riot discover any sense in my plausible*' 
doubts, which you placed in your register of 
14th November, — but to enlighten my igno# 
ranee, he ch irges me with sinister designs, 
because 1 have dragged out /i« conclusions 
before your readers, and left behind the 
curtain those of Mr. Pitt and Lord H, 
Petty,’*— as if such fine names, might 
not be innocently omitted for sake of brevity. 
He reduced their practical calculations to 
brief,— he adopted their conclusions, not 
without contempt for the authors, and now 
he flies to their deified names for shelter from 
the rule of three. •His quotation 9 times, 
of Lord H. Petty’s quotation of Mr. Pitt, 
was needless,— for every owe had by rote, 
how that angel of a man n,/t/ess(fd (’twas a 
timely and well acted coEfesMon) that a na- 
tion out of debt, is in ihc high road to ruin, 
C. S. goes on to dispel luy doubts, thus (p. 
940): “ unquestionably they are ignorant of 
^ the effects of competition and capital, 
\ who can doubt the extent of the mischiefs 
" that must result from the competUion of ' 
600 millions, with a capifal of lOO mil-< 
lions.’* — Now, Sir, I appeal to you, that 
I did .not doubt such eflects, if the causes 
were possible. What I doubted was, that 
if the 600 millions be paid ly .taxes, the 
circulating capital can be encrcased thereby, 
and of course I douj^ed that the competition 
so much dreaded, can»iave existence. C. S. 
goes on (p. 941) '' now that the extensive 
calamities of a sudden extinction of the 
debt is admitted on all hands'* I ! ! How? 
a certain consequence of an impossible cAuse ? 
— no, but if it be paid by means of the 
Sinking Fund, which must take up before it 
pays dowi, (as we giddy-pated Irish think) - 
any competition between the ICX) a the 
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600 millions, is impossible. The trustees 
to the Sinking Fund have already taken up, 
say (for convenience of round numbers) 100 
millions of the 600 of debt. — and I ask, if 
the money which they paid away for the said 
100 millions, did eiicrease the circulating^ 
capital of 100 to 200 millions;— if it did, 
or Mid not, C. S.'s premises or conclusions 
arc false,, q. e. d.— Hear him again, a no- 
'' minal en'erease has the same effect on real 
money, as a real eucrease could have, 
and all he contends for is, that it must 
nominally encrease to the amount of the 
debt, and therefore that the real depreci- 
** ation must be in the proportion which the 
debt bears to the circulation.” This is 
mere kettle-drumming, unless it means pay- 
ment of the debt u Uhnut tax^s, or that the 
debentures in circuJaiion are no part of the 
circulating capital, nominal or real, which 
would be to say, that they are nothing at 
all. Ii has no reJ.ition to the doubts which 
I have put in one sentence, that payment 
of the natiouHl debt by means of taxes, ta- 
ken out of the circulating capital, can 
'' em.,jcase it.” His third sub-cli vision of 
niy doubts, says, that my notion” is old, 
— in his first pait, he says, ** if it be not 
'' just, it is new." — but be it old or new 1 
an treat you Mr, Cobbett, to inform a socie- 
ty of Irishmen, who almost adore your love 
of )onr own country, wliether the Sinking 
Kund can take a debenture out of the ruaiket 
until Its value Iw first taken out of circula- 
tion,' and wlvetluT IOC) millions alivaily dis- 
charged. were g.a’tliered out of a pocket 
■where that sum was not, a miracle which 
our Irish faith cannot admit unless yc// make 
it clear. — As for Q S.’s notable advice, to 
** take peace any how, — to surrendn* the ua- 
'' v.al donnuion, — to go back where our fore- 
'' fathers left us, — 10 teach our population 
the use of arms, and our soldiers, agri- 
** culture, &o.” (p. 9-I7), 1 shall only «>ay, 
that it i.s a pity he omitted thn whole plan 
of the law-giver called Gonzalo, in Shake- 
speare's Tempest, — 1 would by contraries 
execute all things, —no traffic would I 
admit , — Letters should not be known, — 
poverty, riches, none. No occupation, 
^ —all men idle, and women too. but ih- 
T' nocent and pure,;^reason would 1 not 
have, and nature mould bring forth all 
abundance to jeed my innocent people, 
** &c. Sfc."-— C. S. concludes, shewM.? that 
** no real or nominal enerease wdl take place 
'' if the national debt be paid by means of 
** tm^s, and then we shall confess onr error, 
** but till then we maintain, &c. Sfc.”— Sir, 
this is cruel, that a professor, — a uvriter of 
eight long ess^, occupyiiij; 60 columns of 


your excellent woffc, should thus throw the 
burden of proof on- his ignorant audience,*^ 
but I have only suggested doubts, and 1 
leave them to the digestion of C* 8/s pupils. 
— OsGUR.— 20/A February, 180#. 

• 

COURT OF ADMII^LTY. 

Sir,— — i-t-Having perused in your Register 
of the I4th ult. a letter signed R., wherein 
7our correspondent complain.? of abuses 
existing in the administration of the prize- 
laws, and committed (as he says) under the 
authority of the court of adlniralty ; I am 
indnc'^d, partly by reflections arising out of 
tlie facts Staled in that letter and partly by 
some observations by the lata 

orders of council^ to submit for your 
consideration a few brief remarks, not on 
any individual abuses in practice comitiiftcd 
by, or under the authority cf this judicial 
court, but on some? radical defects (as such 
they appear to me) in its theory and con- 
sritution. — lhave, indeed. Sir, long thought, 
and tlie public have thought with me, that 
tlicre is much, very much, which calls for 
enquiry ana reform in a court deciding, as 
this does, according to the laws of nations, 
on the rights and interests of the subjects, 
not only of this, but of foreign kingdoms 
also ; and which onglit, therefore, in its 
tone and temperament, its ciinracter, and 
it.s habits, to be regnhited by th® most 
scrupulous delicacy of judicial accuracy. — , 
I’he first and mo.st objectionable trait I am 
led to notice in the coiriplc\i<5ii and character 
cf this comt is, the following : — The right 
Honourable Judge, who preside.? therein, 
and decides upon the cases brought for trial 
.md for adjudication, in pursuance of ortier® 
issued by the privy council, is himself a 
member of that deliberative and executive 
body, wlicrein the justice and expediency 
of those orders is decided upon, and by 
whose authority they are consequently 
issued. — But, Sir, having thus discharged 
his duty as a privy counsellor, this sam© 
individual acting in his judicial capacity has 
to carry into execution those orders he has 
himself assisted in framing, and the dis- 
charge of which latter duty proves lucrative 
to himself in propoi tion tothe extent of these 
I previous orders. — For instance, should it be 
debate^ in the privy council, of which this 
judge is, as I have stated, a member, 
whether an order for detaining and sub- 
jecting to trial the ships of neutral nation© 
should be made to extend to Swedes and 
Prussians or to Prussians only; the. profits 
afterwards accruing to him tn his capacity 
of judge are in their amount materially 
ailecied by the determhiation of 'such 
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question whereto he^is himself assisting by j inhabitant of the said iaian^ are to enjoy the 
his opinion and advico.-^Suirely^ Sir, if such | full^t security for their persons, propti^y, 
a combinatibn of legislative and judicial i and other rights, as wOl! as a free exercise of ^ 
functions can be in any wise constitutionally their religion.-r-Answer, All honh fide Da- 
centered in the sanie individual : the [ex- nish inhabitants shall enjoy the fullest secu- 
ecution^aCthe latter* should be ^Apensated rity for their persons and properties, as well 
by a fixed and limited salary (I care not as a free exercise of their religion, provided 
'how large— the talents, the exertions and they do not in any measure cover, or attempt 
the integrity of die present judge of the to cover, the property of the enemies of 
adtniridty deserve every honor and claim •Great Britain and Ireland. By property it 
high remuneration), nor should that officer to be understood, all goods and merchandise, 
be permitred to enrich himself by judgments now on shore. And to render any farther 
'paxsed on vessels detained his own order, explanation on this head unnecessary, it is 
and which must, as I have said, prove required, that all Danish inhabitants, and 
lucrative in proportion to the scope and tiiose of other nations, not at war with Great 
extent ot that order. — ^You, Sir, who so Britain, shall give in, when called upon, and 
ably exposed Ae unconstitutional incon- if demanded, on oath, a strict and impartial 
sistency ot a chief justice oTf the king's lacnch account of all property belonging to the ene- 
being a-mcoiber of the cabinet, will, J am mies of Great Britain, either in their own 
sure, adaiii the equal incongruity manifest possession, or within their knowledge, there- 
in a j idge of the admiralty (paid as he at by fully securing the intention of this article, 
prese lis) having a seat in (he privy council. —Art. IV. Arms and ainmunitiou to be de- 
Jf the former be a sodree of power un- livered by a commission composed of officers 
recopo!ab>e with the freedom, the latter is of both parties; alio the magazines and pro- 
a souf.'.-j of profit no less incoiilpatible with visions, and what else may be found in the 
tlj( purity of the consiitution. ^ British forts, as it shall be found to day according to 
jushce, Mr Cobbett, intlio spollessness of returns to be drawn up. — Answer. Agreed 
i'.s <;h.js’ity, should, like the wile of Caesar, to.~Art. V. All Danish officers, and iho 
bt inaccessil’.le even to the su‘?picion of a garrison, to be conveniently and safely con- 
leproacli bhoud you deem the present ducted to their native country; and those 
worthy of insertion in your Register, I that might desire to proceed via America or 
ah.ili trouble you with some further remarks elsewhere, to be provided with proper pass- 
on this court of judicature.— 1 am. Sir, &c. ports, or to remain in this country if they ' 
30/A November, I807. Z. wish. — Answ^er, The garrison must be con- 

sidered as prisoners oli war, and conveyed to 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. Europeas speedily as possible, and every in- 

England.— O w the gth of Feb, 1808, the dulgence shewn them. — Art. VI, No mili- 
Captureof tKe tianish West India Islands tary to be quartered in houses, but in bar- 
tuas announced in the London Gazette . — racks and proper rooms to be a.ssigned by the 
Thejohowing are the Articles of Capita- burgher council, and a commission appointed 
lation. to that end. — Answer. Agreed to j but the 

(Concluded from p. 4l6.J buildings must be such as the quarter master 

Sir Alexander Cochrane, Knight of the general approve.^ of.— Art. VII. The Danish 
Bath, and Commander in Chief of the Na- law.5 and ordinances to remain in force. AH 
val Forces employed at Barb.idoes and the courts and judicial offices to be occupied by 
Leeward Islands, on the part of his Britan* the pre.sent officers. Delinquents under con- 
nic Majesty, and Colonel Van Scholten, fincnient nottohe released until their. scnienco 
Commandant of the said Danish Islands, on is passecUnd enforced. — Answer.Thc Danish 
the part of his Majesty the King 0/ Den- laws and ordinance : shall remain in force, sub- 
mark. ject to ihe pleasure of hfs Britannic Majesty. 

.Art. I. The islands of St. Thomas and St. The judicial otficcs to continue occupied by 
John's, and their dependencies, are hereby the pre.sent persons ; jilU^hey, as well as aR 
placed under the protection of his Britannic civil officers, must be su^ect to the apmon 
Majesty.— Answer. War being declared^e- bation of the commanders in chief. The 
tween the two nations, the islands of St.Tho- latter part of tliis article is agreed to on ti^' 
mas and St. John’s, and their dependencies, same condition. An English custom house 

must be surrendered to the forces of his Bri- will be established on the same basis a8*iti 

tannic Majesty.^ Art. II. Military honours the British colonies.— Art. VIII. The king's 

ate to be wewn at the surrender : the offi- and public treasuries, all public book kpep* 

cers keep and continue to carry their swords, ings, and ac«:uunts, archieyes and piv^tocoU^ 
**^Answer, Agreed to.— Art. 111. All remain unmolested, under the hands of the 
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respective officers, for mutual security and —Art. XVI. The paper money issued by hi*' 
.use.— Answer. All public property, and all Danish Majesty is to remain in circulation 
property belonging to the King of Denmark, as heretofore.— Answer. Granted, subject to 
or to his government, must be given up (to' the pleasure of his Britannic Majesty. — ^All 
his Britannic Majqsly), and all public papers the forts, military posts,, and vessels of war, 
and records must be submitted to the inspec- must,be ^ve* up as soon as th^ jiaptfuiation 
tion of the British. The records and papers is ratified by the commaxdprs in chief.—* 
will be allowed to remain in the prope*- offi- Dated, St. Thomas, Dec. 21, 160/. 

ces, Art. IX. His Majesty the King of Articles of capitulation for the surrender 

Denmark, having advanced loans to the^ of the Danish Island of Santa Croix, Aid its 
planteis, the said planters continue to pay off dependencies, entered into between General 
according to the method regulated, unto his Henry Bowycr, commander of tlie land 

fiaid Majesty the King ofDcnmaik, who re- forces, and Raur Admiral the Hononrablsr ’ 

tains tj)e riglit of morlgaoe on the estates. — Sir Alexander Cochrane,' Knight of the Bath, 
Answer. Answered in the last article ; but and coi'nmandcr in chief of the naval forces 
any sum now diip, shall be paid without de- employed at Barbadoes and the Leeward 
lay, to such persons as shall be appointed by Islands, on the paft of his Britannic Majesty, 
the commanders in chitf (subject to the and Grovornor Lillienschiold, of the said Da- 
plcasure of his Britannic Majesty). — Art. X. nish inland and dependencies, on tlio-part of 
No inhabitant shall be compelled to carry his Maje.sty the King of Deniii irk. 
arms, or perlorm duty, when he has made Art I. By delivering up the island, all 

* bis oath of neudahty. — Answer. Agreed to; military honours are to be given. The gar- 

buc they w'ilJ he required to lake an oath of rison to march out with their arms, ammu- 
qllegiance to the British guvcri-.menl, ex- nition, drums beating, and flying banners, 
passing that they will not, either openly or f The troops sifall on no account whatsoever^ 
secretly, do any thing hostile to the British be coihidt red as prisoners of war. The in- 

government. Art. XL The Americans fantry and cavalry to remain in undisturbed 

shall be permitted, without constraint, to possession of their arms. The corps of jar- 
export the produce of the islands, and to tillery to keep in possession two field pieces 
provide them with necessities. The inhabi- and an ammunition waggon. — Answer. The 
tauls arc allowed to ship their produce to garrison shall march out with all the honours 

America. Answer. These colonies must of war, as expressed, and the officers sliajl 

'tr.h.< inder the 6ame laws as govern the keep their swords ; but all must be prison- 
Brniish West India islands. — Art. XII. The ers of war, and all arms, except otficefs* 

free coloured pecple of this island shall be swords, shall be faithfully*delivered up. 

regarded and protected as heretofore under Art. II. The entire military force shall have 
the Danish government, and they .shall not liberty to remain in their quarters in the 
be forced to do any military duly. — Answer, island, and receive their* usual Jpay and vic- 
The Danish free coloured people w'ill be tiials, until the same, through suitable means, 
protected as heretofore, and will not be and upon British expence, can be transport- 
forced to do any military duty ; but they ed to some convenient place in Denmark, in 
must take an oath of allegiance, conformably posse.ssion of his Danish Majesty. None of 
to the tenth article. — Art. XIll. In the ge- the forces to be permitted to enter into the 
iieral claims of Danish and neutral property British .service; and all to keep possessio.t^ 
to be respected, as belonging to its Jaw'ful of their luggage and equipage. Should any 
owners, is also comprehended the vessels of the officers wish logo to America, or any 
and all property afloat in the harbours, or other neutral country, on their way home, 
what might arrive during the time nhe Da- they are to be provided with passports to 
nish colonies may remain in the possession of that effect, and they will be permitted to 
his Britannic Majesty. — Answer. Answered stay two ro inths in the island, from the time 
by the reply to the third article. — Art. XIV. this capitulation is signed. — Answer. The 
Slaves to remain tlytHidisputed property of garrison will be conveyed to England as soon 
their present lawful owners. — Answer. Slaves as ships can conveniently be provided, and 
being property, this has already been settled every indulgence will be shewn them. Their 

by the answer to the third article.^ Art. pay cannot be paid by the British, but they 

•iV. The police of this inland continues to will receive the usual rations and allowances 
perform its official functions with the same issued to prisoners of war. Theoflkers and 
authority as under the Danish government, men will have their private- property pre- 
and according to the laws, and usages of the served to them. Passports shall given to 
countr}'.^— Answer. This has atready been such officers as may require them, to go to 
pnswered bj^ie reply to the seventh article. America. Those officers who wish to rCf 
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main two or three months^ shall be al]ow^» 
and the men shall be quartered as long as 
they remaio on the island. No other an- 
swer can be given tc^this article, eji^ept that 
the offic^nay rely upon every respect and 

.civility being she^^ to them Art. lU. 

Tljose mih<ary officers, who wish to* remain 
in the island, are permitted to do so.— 
Answdt Agreed to. — Art. IV. All the arms 
and ammunition to be delivered up by a 
commi'.sion of ofiicers of both parties 5 also 
' 'liic royal stores and provisions, and what else 
of bis pr^'pcrty shall be found in 

the forts 5 also the money in theking^ trea- 
suries, ali uccf^jJing to the specification 
which IF to b3 n ud.. as as the country 
is su.’^ftndcred — ^^Inswe.* Agreed to ; But a 
bona fidt' atcotmt support j by proofs shall 
be given. - — Ait. V. All ch.uxbes and reli- 
gious congregation'^ shall te .luppcrred in 
theii respj^-iive ilpiits and pr!^ .leges,- — 
Answer. Agree i 'c. — Art. VI. The Danish 
Inw.i and spt'cJal fud nances oftlils ■ untry, 
^fiail u: fv M and nncortrolled vigour 

and exorutinn a-i h’therto j and jo^aice to be 
administered by the persons iiow in oftice. 
The appeal fr(*ai the upper court, to go as 
usual to the high court of justice at Copen- 
hagen. All the civil othcers are to remutn 
in the admintstution of their re.spective offi- 
ces. The police of this island is to be ad- 
ministered as hitherto, with the same autho- 
rity as under the Danish government, ac- 
cording to the recSived usages of the island, 

and by the same persons. Answer. The 

Danish laws and ordinances shall remain in 
full force until the peace. The same officers, 
judicial and ciiil, shall remain in their seve- 
ral places, but subject to the pleasure of the 
comnjander in chief. — The appeal from the 
upper courts, must go to his Britannic Ma- 
jesty in council. The police will remain 
undisturbed, and exercised by the same per- 
sons. - — Art. VII. All private property be- 
longing to persons present or absent, to in- 
dividual’s, or bodies corporate, of every de- 
nomination, is to be re.spected, and the pro- 
prietors to remain in lull and uncontrolled 
possession and administration of the same, 
by themselves, or by their attorn ies.— The 
, inhabitants of this island are to have it in 
their power either to dispose of their pro- 
duce here, or to ship it to England, Ameri- 
ca, or elsewhere. — ^Answer. All Danish pro- 
perty on shore (except such produce as may 
have beftn relanded from on board ship since 
the blockade of the island $ and such cohfee 
the produce of St. Dominica now stored 
here)- shall be fully secured to the proprie- 
tors, provided tliey do pot in any manner 
coverj or attt^npt to coyer, the property of 


the epmies of Great Britain and Iiehnd."- 
The latter part of this article wiU be referied 
to in the answer to article XIII.— VW* 
No inhabitant shall be compelled on am 
pretence whatever to beaT*arms against hif 
Danish Majesty, or any other power, or per*?, 
form any military duty. The inhabitants* 
are to keep their arms and ammunition | 
those who wish to remain on the island, 
shall swear to observe a strict neutrality, and 
those who may wish to quit it, shall be al« 
low^ed to dispr>se of their property, or to ap- 
point attoruies for the administration of the 
same. — ^Apswer. The inhabitants shall not 
be compelled to bear arms against his Danish 
Majesty, but they must take an oath of alle- 
giance, binding themselves to do nothing 
hostile against the British government, open- 
ly, or secretly.— They shall keep their arms^, 
but subject to the contioul of his Britannic 
Majest/s governor .— They may remain in 
the island, or quit it, as they please; they 
niviy also dispose of their properties, and ap- 
point attomies for the administration of the 
.snrne. — Art. IX. The free people of colour 
shall continue to enjoy their freedom and 
property, and in every respect to be treated 
as the other inhabitants.— Answer. Agreed 
to ; they taking the oath of allegiance to the 
British government.— Art. X. No officer or 
soldier shall be billetted on the inhabitants, 
every assistance shall be given to procure 
proper quarters, — Answer. Agreed to; but 
proper quarters shall be assigned to the Bri- 
tish garrison, which shall be approved of by 
the quarter master general of the army, - - * 
Art. XI. The loans belonging to his Danish 
Majesty, are to be considered, as they really 
are, private property.— Answer. All proper- 
ty whatever, which in any way belongs to 
ihe King of Denmark must be surrendered 
to his Britannic Majesty the King of Great 
Britain and Ireland ; and all sums now due 
on loans, as well as what may become so, 
must be regularly paid to commissioners ap- 
pointed to receive the same ; but the prin- 
ciples of equity which have governed liis 
Danish Majesty's instructions on the sub- 
ject, will be observed.— S—Art. XII. All pub- 
lic books, archives, and registers of govern- 
ment, or the burgher ^uncil, and all other 
public offices, shall be h^ld sacred, and un- 
molested in the respefiive offices, under the 

care of* die present officers. Answer. 

Agreed to; subject to the inspection of the 
British government.— Art. XIIL The ports 
of the colony shall be open to all American 
and all other neutral vessels, which shall be 
permitted 16 import provisions and supplies, 
and to export sugar and rum, and other colo- 
nial produce, free of duties.*— -^Tbe inhabi- 
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tints shall enjoy the s^nie liberty of impor- 
tation and exportation in their own vessels, 
and with regard to the payment of customs 
and duties on importation, placed on a 
footing^ with the moU favoured British colo- 
nies.— Answer. The colony must trade sub- 
ject to the British laws, as in force in the Bri- 
«tish West India inlands, and shall have 
whatever advantages are allowed to the most 

favoured British colony. Art. XlV. Hi-i 

Danish Majesty has, for the use^ of this and 
the other Danish islands, issued a certain pa- 
per currency, whereof a considcrahlc sum is j 
now in the possession of the coaiinniii ty. As j 
such paper money has hitherto passed^ to the < 
great convenience of the inhabitants, it is to j 
pass hereafter as current money, •as well as 
joes, dollars, rials, stivers ; and no alteration 
to be made in their respective values. — An- 
swer. Agreed to ; subject to the pleasure of 
his Britannic Majesty. — Art. XV. Certain 
persons, Danes, havijig engaged in a danger- 
ous conspiracy, for the purpose of subvert- 
ing, even by means of assassination, the ex- 
isting order of things, the enqui^'y already * 
Instituted is to proceed against the persons 
arrested, and such others as may liereaftcr 
be detected to have been implicated, in the 
same nninnner as if the colony had remained 
under the Danish flag ; and when the en- 
quiry is at an end, those persons are to be 
sent to Denmark to take their trials. — An- 
swer. Agreed to but from this time all fur- 
ther proceedings must be subject to the hunl 
orders of the King of , Great Brilain and Ire- 
land.— Art. XVi. The commanders in chief 
are to dispatch immediately two swift sailing 
vessels to Denmark with copies of this capitu- 
lation.— A ns wqf. The commanders in chief 
will forward immediately by an English ship 
of war any dispatches that the governor may 
have via London.— The forts and batteries 
shall be delivered up as soon as these articles 
are ratified by the comnianders in chief. — 
Dated, Fredcrickitadt, Santa Croix, 'Dcu, 
25, J 8 O 7 . 

fovixv OKis^^Proclamclion of GenexalJunot, 
15/ February, Lisbon, 1808. 

Inhabitants of thft kingdom of Portugal. — 
Your interests have engaged the attention 
of bis Majesty the Emperor and King, 
our master, all iriSsolution ought to dis- 
appear i the destidics of Portugal are 
brightening, and her future happiness is 
secured, because Napoleon the great has 
taken her under hisomnipoteut protection.-^ 
The prince of Brazil, by> leaving Portugal, 
renounced all hhi. rights and sovereignty 
over this kingdom. The house^f Braganza 
hac ceased to reign in Portugal j the 


Emperor Napoleon wills, that this fine 
country shall he governed entirely in his 
name, by the general in chief of his 
Army.-— rhe task which this mark of the 
benevolence and confidence of my master 
inposes dn ivie, is of difficult ex^pistidn, but 
I hope to perform it in a proper manner,^ 
supported as I am by the labour of the' 
most intelligent men of this kingdom, and 
the kind disposition of its inhabilanw. — I 
have formed a council of government to 
enliglu^n me with regard to the good which 
I must do ; anil perennial Administration* - 
shall be a])poinied, in order to point out to 
me the means of improving the admi- 
ni'jlraiion, and establishing order and 
economy in the management of the public 
weakh I shall' order roads to be made 
and canals formed, to faciliiat* com- 
nuinication, and to cause agricii-f ire and 
national industry to fiourish, two 
branches indi^pcnsibly required for the 
prosperity of a cofiiitry, which it will be 
easy tc restore to a people, enlightened, 
persevering, and intrepid. — ^I’lie Portuguese 
troops, Qo/nmanded by the most deser'^ing 
of their chiefs, will soon form but one 
family with the soldiers of iVi-UMigo, 
Austcrlitz, Jena, and Frledhmd j ..nd 10 
rivalry will exist between them, In.t M-at 
of valour and discipline, — TI k' pul'.l'c re- 
venue, well managed, will .secure to evrrv 
person employed in its a'-l:r:.,i.s» ..nqii 
the reward of hi.s lahouis ; a* d ; 

instruction, that only scfurce 01 
sal ion ot nations, shall be d d' . * 
the different provinies, :uk. ' 
upper Beira will also produce t'- u ’ ' 

The religion of your foiefatlu'rs, inr . •, 
which we all profess, slwll be proienet.. \.j 
the same hand which resturud ii to the vast 
French empire, free from the superstition, 
which disgraced it ; justice will be equally 
administered, freed from all delays apd 
arbitrary proceedings which degrade it.— 
Public trauqiiillify shall no more be dis- 
tnibed by daring high-way robbers, the 
oltkpring of idleness ; and should any in- 
corrigible mi.screanis be found, an active 
police shall 4 id ibe country of them. No 
hideous beggar shall henceforth offend the 
eyes of the indubtrious inhabitants of this 
superb capital, nor of the interior of the 
coubtry j workliouses shall be erected for 
that purpose, where the maimed poor shall 
find an asylum, and the idle be employed 
in labour necessary for his own mamtenance 
and preservation. — Inhabitants of the king- 
dom of Portugal, be peaceful and without 
fear ; repel the instigations of those who 
wish to lead you tfi rebeUlon« aud. who do 
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not care how much blood is shed proirided 
it he the blood of the coijtinent ; condde 
iirpiiciily in our exertions for your welfare j 
y(rj will reap all its fruits. Sliould it be 
n*‘cessary, in the first moment, to make 
some sacrifices, tlit'y* will be solply Required 
tophicc thS government in a proper con- 
^litioii to melior'.J^ your fate. T|iey are 
indispensably necessary for the sustenance 
of a Itqjge army, required for the execution 
of the vast projects of the Great Napoleon. 
His watchful are fixed on you, and 

your future happiufiss is cerj^iiii. He will 
love you as mucli as his French subjects : 
endeavour to deserve his favours by re- 
spectful conduct and submission to his will. 

Portugal. — Decree of Gefieral Juiiol^ 1st 
^ February, 1 808. 

1. The kingdom of‘ Portugal shall hence- 
forth be f»ntirely governed in the name of 
his Majesty the Emperor and King, by the 
general in chief of th» French army in 
Portugal. — 2. The count.il of regency ap- 
pointed by his Royal Higlmess the Prince 
of Brazil, became suppicssed i^oni the 
very moment that the said Priitcc left the 
kingdom of Portugal. — 3. TJierc shall be 
a council of government under th^ pre- 
sidency of the general in chief, composed 
of a secretary of state, ciiarged with the 
administration of the interior and of the 
finances, with two counsellors of govern- 
ment, one of which .shall bo charged with 
the department o& the interior, and the 
other with that of the finances \ further, 
of a secretary of state charged with the 
war and marine dep.utinent, assisted by 
one conn.sellor of government charged with 
the war and marine department ; and of 
one chancellor of government, charged with 
the department of justice and religious 
’w^orship, with ih^ title of lie^edor. I’here 
shall be a secretary general charged with 
th^ archives.— 4. All the Corregedores Jn 
the ueiglibouring districts, all ordinary 
judges attid justices, civil and criniinal; in 
one w'ord, all the public officers shall be 
confirmed in their places, with the ex- 
ception of sueb dismissals ns the interest of 
the state shall render neces.sary, and of the 
changes which may be found required in 
the various appoiiltments they hold, and 
the ‘nature of their fiinctions.-^^. M. Hfer- 
inan is appointed secretary of state, and 
charged with the department of the interior 
and the Jjjinances ; Don Pedro de Mello is 
nominated chancellor of government ; 
M. d’ Auvere is charged w'ith the department 
of the hii'ances \ M. Lhurte is appointed 
Heretary of state for the war and osariae 


department; coiirt De & Pais is oominateil 
coufi^lor of governfiient forthedeps^ient 
of war and tWu of the marine j M. Prin* 
cipal Castro is appointed chancellor of 
government for the department of justice 
and religious worship, wfth the title of 
Regedor ; M. Vienez Voublanc is appointed 
secretary general.— 6. In every province* 
there shall be an Administrator general, 
with the title of Corregedor-Mir, char- 
ged with the direction of all the branches 
of administiation ; he shall keep a watchful 
eye over the interests of the province, point 
out to government such improvements as 
it shall be necessary to make, as well with 
regard to agriculture as to industry in ge- 
neral. He is to correspond on the above 
subject with the secretary of state, to 
whose department they respectively be- 
long, and w^ith regard to such matters as 
concern j'lstice or religious worship, with 
the Rejfcdor . — ^There shall also be in each 
province a general officer, ciiarged with 
the pre.scrvation of public tranquillity and! 
^rder. IIis oilier functions shall be merely 
military, but on public festivals and so- 
lemn occasions he shall be placed on the 
right of the Corregedor^Mor. — There shall 
be a Cnrregedor AIor in the province of 
Kstremadura, who shall rinide in C^iimbra^ 
and a Corregedor^Mor in Lisbon, and tht 
districts belonging thereto, wdilch shall bo 
defined and bounded in an exact manoor* 

PoRTTOAL. — Decree ofiGencral Jiinot, dated 
Lisbon, \st February ISOS. 

In pursuance of his imperial Maje-sty^s 
decree, bearing date the 23d December, 
fSOy, in the name of his saick Majesty, we, 
the governor of Piiris, first aid-de-camp of 
his imperial Majesty, general- in -chief of the 
F»‘ench army in Portugal, have decreed and 
do decree as follow Art. J. An extraor- 
dinary war-contribution of forty millions 
of crusades, shall be levied on the kingdom 
of Portugal. The contribution of twelve 
millions of crusades, imposed and already 
discharged since the arrival of the French 
shall be set off from the present contribution, 
and be accounted for by our receiver gene- 
ral. —II. Towards the said extraordinary 
contribution, the mercdl^ants, bankers, and 
holders, of rents and contracts in the king- 
dom of Portugal, shall pay six millions of 
crusades, through the intervention of the 
board of trade, which is proportionally to 
divide the said sum on alfth^ individuals, 
acebrding to the fortune which they are 
known or supposed to pos^^ess ; and this 
contribution chall be discharged in the fol- 
lowing maDuer The first third shall be 
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paid the i5th of tbe.ioootli of March next the present year. — YIII, fn SAeea da^ 
ensuiii|j the secoodi third sliall be paid the after the publir.ition of the present decree, 
1st of May } and the third shall be pa*d the all prelates bhall be bound to deliver to the 
IstofAu^t. — III. All English manufac- Secretary of State of the mterior and of the 

turea being liable to Confiscation on the sole finances, n correct return of their yearly 

ground of their •origin^ shall be ransomed incomeyi which be shaM cause to be examin- * 
by the tnerchants who possess the same, and ed and veritied. And etery per^m* whose 
* who are at liberty to dispose thereof ns they return shall be found inc«tTect, shis!] be sen^ 
pleajHS, by paying one third pait of ihrir tenced to pay double the amount of his con- 
value, according to their invoices. Thp tributioo. The said fine shall be recover^ 
aaid payment shall be made in three instal- out of the property of the oifendeF by the 
ments, andat the periods fixed in the pre- rcadie^^t means of execution.— *fX. The 
ceding articles. — IV. All gold and plate of first third part of' this contribution shajl be 
all the churches, chapels, fraternities of delirered at the office of the Receiver Gene- • 
the city of Lisbon, and the district belong- ra) of the contributions and public revenue 
ing thereto, shall be carried to the mint, of Portugal, within the term of one month 


received by the treasurer thereof, under the 
inspection and direction of the director of 
the mint, within the term of 15 days. In 
the churches no silver vessels shall remain, 
but such as are required for the decent ob- 
servance of religious worship, and of those 
* vessels a list shall be delivered, signed by 
the person or persons who are charged with 
the custody and management thereof. Th^ 
person who carries tire same to the mint, 
shall receive from the treasury a receipt, in 
an authentic form, for the articles delivered. 
All persons convicted of fraud, either with 
legard to the declaration of Uie articles ex- 
isting in such churches, or left there, 
or with respect to any like articles em- 
bezzled for their own use, shall be sen- 
tenced to pay four times the value of the 
article not declared ©r embezzled. — V. All 
the articles above mentioned, belonging to 
chiirclres, chapels and fraternities in the 
provinces, shall be delivered at the housc'v 
of thcreceiven of tythea, within the terra 
of fifteen days, on the same condition and 
penalties mentioned in the fourth article. 
The several receivers shall give authentic 
receipts for the same, and send the articles 
received to the mint in Lisbon, the treasurer 
of which is to give them a proiHjr r^eipt 
for the same. The above receivers shall 
"have an escort, if required. — VI. The 
total amount of the value of the said 
articles shall be deducted from the pre- 
sent contribution.'— VII, All archbishops 

and bishops of the realm, all prelates and 
superiors of religiqus orders of both sexe.s 
the regular and ocular congregations whicii 
possess landed property, or capitals placed 
Out on interest, .shall contribut© two-thirds 
of their annual produce, in case that the 
Tatter'does not exceed sixteen thousand cru- 
sades : should it exceed sixteen thousand 
cruMes, iliey shall contribute three fourths 
of the said produce $ they shalL however, all- 
be exempted from the payment of tithes in 


next ensuing the publication of the present 
decree, by th© prelates above mentioned 
residing in Lisbon i and within the term of 
six weeks, by those who reside in*tbe pro- 
vinces. — X. The second third part shall be 
delivered at the said office within six months 
next ensuing the delivery of the first third, 
by such prelates as reside in Lisbon, and 
in one month after the first delivery, by 
those who reside' in the provinces. — XI. The 
last one'thlrd part shall be delivered at the 
said office, one month after the delivery of 
the second, by such prelates ns reside in 
Lisbon, and three months after the second 
delivery , by .such prelates as reside in the 
provinces. — XII. All who possess 

church, livings of 600 to gOO milreis per 
ami., shall contribute two^third partsof their 
annual income, and riioqld such livings ex- 
ceed ()00 milreis j>er annum, they shallcontri- 
bute three-fourths of the annual produce ; 
the payment thereof shall be made into the 
chest of the ordinary receiver of tithes of 
the district, under the inspection of the 
respective superintendents of tithes, who are 
to examine the said i-ctuins, and the same 
penalties shall be inflicted on the offenders. • 
—XI II. The respective receivers of tithes * 
shall, under the inspection and direction- of 
the superintendants, deliver within the 
shortest time possible, the amount of the 
sum by them received into the ches’t of tne 
Receiver-General of the public revenoe and 
contilbuiious of Portugal.— X IV. All the 
knights commanders of the three. military 
orders, and of the order of Malta, shall 
contribute two-thirds of the produce of their 
commanderlcs, in the installments and upder 
the penalties above-mentioned, with regard 
to the prelates. — XV, All the holders of 
the grantsof the crown shall pay double the 
amount of the annual contribution which 
has hitherto been imposed* on them. The 
payment and delivery thereof "shall be 
in Uie manner aforesaid.«rXVL 
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All the proorletorB of houses situated 
in Lisbon and in the district belonging 
thereto^ shall contribute one moiety of 
the annual rent for which they have let^ in 
case of their being let ; and shonlc^ the pro- 
prietors inhabit the said houses themselves^ 
one moiety of the^ent, to be dttennined by 
valuation. Payment and delivery* thereof 
shall be made in the manner above-mention- 
ed, add under the same penalties. All pro- 
prietors of houses situated in other towns and 
boroughs of the kingdom are liable, to the 
same contribution/ payable iifthe same form, 
and under the same penalties.— XVII. All 
proprietors of land, shall pay thif year^ 
double the amo^pt of the tithes imposed on 
them.— XVIII. For all hqrscs, mules, and 
servants, double the tax shall this ye*&r be 
paid wlTich was laid on them by former re- 
gulations, and the amount of the said tax so 
doubled shall be paid at once. — XIX. All 
public buildings aad establishments, which 
contribute towards the expenditure of the 
police, shall tlrisyear pay under the said con- 
tribution a sum equal to the amount thereof. 
—XX. The Sheriff shall, under Ihe direc- 
tion of the Senate, make a proportional re- 
duction of the contribution, on all the 


tem^ M iMl be innmMfed from ifao {uy- 
ment tE>f the \yiro firhl thirds of ibo promt 
contribotion, and from the provisions con- 
tained In the* 21 St article. Hie boroog^C 
and villages situated on the road to Lisbon^ 
shall enjoy the same exemption* I^ndt 
belonging to knights commanders, toholdei^ 
of grants of the crown, and to other persons, 
pointed out in the 7th article, shall not be 
included in the disposition of the present 
article. — XXIV. The Secretary of State of 
the interior and of the Finances, is charged 
with the execution of the present Decree, 
which shall be printed and posted throughout 
the whole kingdom. 

Austria. — Declaration of the Emperor of 

Austria against England : dated Vienna^ 

February ISM, 1808. 

During the war which was concluded by 
the peace of Tilsit, his imperial royal and 
apostolic majesty has continually endeavotir- 
ed to impress the belligerent powers with 
the motives which ocyht to induce them 
to concur in endeavouring to insure a ge- 
neral peace. The court of Vienna from 
that time declared its sentiments to the 


companies of mechanics and tradesmen, 
whether they keep open shops in public 
places or elsewhere, levying the sum assessed 
by prompt execution, applying them to the 
pqrpose intended, and giving proper receipts 
to those who have paid their quota of the 
contribution. TBe Senate will cause the 
total amount thereof to be delivered into the 


Cabinet of St. James's, and the imperid 
envoy at Ltmdon, Piincc Stahremberg, 
received formal and pressing instructions. 
But as the Biitish ministry, in an answer 
to these written communications declared 
that its answ'cr must depend on its allies, 
the salutary propositions qf Austria could 
not but be considered as disregarded, and 


chest of the Receiver General of the coii- 
tiibiitions and the public revenue of Por- 
tugal, every eight da}s until it shall be en- 
tirely discharged. — XXI. The Senate of the 
city of Oporto will cause the amount of the 
contribution to be levied in the same manner 


soon after the treaty of Tilsit wr; con- 
cluded, by whicli the interest's wf the con- 
tinent were regulated, without the par- 
ticipation of Great Britain. His imperial 
royal and apostolic majesty continued, 
nevertheless, convinced ot the utility, and 


in the city of Oporto and in the district be- 
longing thereto. And the said senate is 
further charged'to compel all magistrates of 
all other places in the noith to do the same, 
the northern provinces beftig in this case 
only subjected to the said senate. — XXII. 
The board of public welfare is to«niake, 
under tlie inspection of the Royal Exchequer, 
a similar requisition on such ships as shall be 
found without tlie jurisdiction of the senate, 
observing in point of payment and delivery 
the forms and penalties above-mentioned.— 
XlUil. The General in chief being desirous 
to indemnify the unfortunate inhabitants of 
Beira foi* what they have suffered from the 
march of the army through that province, 
orders, that the borouglis and villages situa- 
^od^tween the Tejo and the road of Satra- 


even of the necessity, of a general pacifi- 
cation } and this conviction afforded him 
new motives for renewing his pressing 
representations to the couit of London.— 
in July, soon after the signing of the peace, 
the Prince of Stahremberg again reccivea 
orders to induce the JBritish ministry to 
enter into a ncgociation with France, in 
order that the continental peace might be 
connected with and confirmed by, a 
maciiime peace; but these propcsfiions 
were not more successful than the fiarmer 
had been* and the answer of England was 
evasive.— His majesty, however, thought 
it right to return to a subject of the most 
material influence on the general system 
of Europe, as well as the prosperity of 
the Austriah provinces in pariicutar. Prided 



tll^efbre, for the thiti 
tiitBe* i|l Stptemb^^ 1807#* 

make. fart^et bverfurea, connected 

w'l^ ihe formet measures of the court of 
. . But before his majesty ** ara- 
batsiuior rc^portcd Ihe result of his comma- 
p^ttohf the Court of London declared 
Hs^sentticnents, with regard to a maritime 
piaacCf in so j.osiiive a manner, refusing, at 
vtbo same time, the m^dinrion of Russia,, 
making an atiaik on Copenhagen, and 
-iei^mg the Dani.'vh l!cet, without as.signing 
miy satisfactory cause of these violent 
measures, nay endeavouring to justify those 
proceedings, their infringements of the 
ttfiquestionahle rights of neutral powers, 
.by official declarations* which so evidently 
crashed with the principles adopted by 
tDtber great powers, that it was impossible 
not to perceive in the course pursued by 
the British niinistcr, a disposition to remove 
Jttie possibility of peace to a greater di.siance, 
and not to listen to whatever had any tenden- 
cy to restore, the tranquillity of Europe. — 
The impression which this conduct, destruc- r 
tive of all the hopes which his Majesty had 
fondly conceived, naade on him, was as deep 
AS it iSras painful Without waiting for the 
ftrther reports of Fringe Stahremberg, orders 
still more urgent and more positive were 
sent him# than he had before received. These 
itiiitructions, bearing date tbeSOlh October, 
contained, Jst, a recapitulation of all former 
transactions, and directed him to represent 
to the Cabinet of St. Jutnes's, in the strongest 
colours, the unavoidable consequences of its 
conduct, and to insist, in the most earnert 
manner, on an open declaration of its real 
aentiments, witii regard to peace, and to 
avail himself of all possible means to lead it 
both to sentiments of moderation, fitted for 
Che present situation, and meeting (he wish- 
es of Europe.— The dispatches closed with 
the precise orders—*' to apply once qiore 
on this subject in an official manner to his 
Britannic Majesty's Minister for Foreign 
Avoirs, and to make to him the formal pro- 
posal to enter into negociations fon a mari- 
time peace, on such principles as answered 
the interests of all* the powers concerned, 
and as a provisional proof of hts pacific dis- 
pontion, to desi-st from the measures pursued 
against Denmark, and retract the deblaration 
avhich accompanied them. Should the Court I 
oi' St. JameCs reject these proposals, or pur- ' 
pc^ly project giving any answer. Prince 
Stohrembe^ was directed to demand his 


passports and leave tondph- with per« 
son befonging tq the embasay.-^It Was tho 
Emperor^s will that the above in.struptfona 
should be restricted to such points of general 
interest, as were most likely to move the Bri- 
tish cabirfet \p receive hfti proposals with at- 
tention and kindnes.s ; and if his Imperial 
Majesty prdered no complaints to be inserted 
of the numerous violations of his right, as a 
neutral power, violations, with regf^rd to 
w'hich his Majesty bad not been able to ob- 
tain the least redress or compensation, tJie 
reasons, no douht, will be obvious, which in- 
duced his Majesty to pass by in silence what- 
ever ccncerned his personal interest. His- 

Imperial Majesty's ambn.ssador in Ijondoti 
could but execute the positive orders, which 
he retceived from Vienna, to their full extent* 
But being of opinion that he might, yet in- 
dulge an hope of being able to prevail on the 
English ministry to shew more pacifib senti- 
ments towards France, he resolved to ex- 
press, at first, part only of his orders in a 
note, which he addressed to Mr. Canning on 
the 20th November. I'he Secretary of State 
answered that note by a mere repetition of 
the declaration made to Austria since the 
month of April, I807.— As all further rc- 
pre.sen tat ions were now evidently ineflec(1ial, 
a final notification was vsent on the 22d De- 
cember to Prince Stabremberg, which re- 
peated the order of the 30th October, and 
directed him, before his departure, to give In 
a note explaining cirrumstaotially the mo- 
tives of the Court of Vienna towards that of 
London. These dispatches, however, did 
not arrive in London tilj Prince Stabremberg 
had applied for, and received, his passes, and 
he no longer could have communication with 
the Secretary of State, and deliver in tlie < 
note which had been transmitted to him.— 
This representation, which is confined m the 
official communications that have passed be- ' 
tween the two governments, is sufficient to 
shew that the Cabinet of St. James's cannbt 
mistake the causes, nor the motives which 
have induced bis Apostolic Majesty tp break 
off the connection, which has hitherto ex- 
isted between Austria and Great Britain.— 
The Emperor, nevertheless, wishes to see 
the nx^eot arrive, when the Court of I^n« 
don, sensible of its true interests, shall, with 
calmness and justice, judge of, and compare, 
the itituation of England, with that of the 
otker powers, and therebyenable his Majes* 
ty to renew with it bis former friendly con- i 
t^eciipd$^ • ^ 
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w^hrotnilpsilfa thoib Uvery mtny fo' 
toto,.have bean esafeised toowtoto 
Boloo]^ yottr hf^esty's rtgrel sncestors to 
oredeeMtoi wfab reltott tdtha Oiarytstes 

to aorddf ^^ *' 

(be R05 b< P) 


the branchill of 

Jy, tooT the spit cooetrn 

of ^ stolsi kingdom hii to tmpertsoi a 
trust, to Ofifr birvtag, oVsusnt to your 
ijiiftft fssitibr QDmmto, signified in like 
tto to Ota bsto n bstiped Seijesnt st 
Wj ^ eUfwnand of bis Royal 

Bi|^si|i*, win btota ot several thingfre* 
tolg to H^a t}a«snM libresaid t to afoef 
oantonoU and dw toitiotu upon aU 'tbft 
^ttmafwoistd, to ■tvbgt Otorrad to na 
1imd the otfafr Jhlfu thoreopon, we «flt 
llfBtllM educslien to 
thooaraof m »%ks' iri^ poor Jybjitofa 
^kUfato 9^ Id Rnglaad, to of 
Prince PredsH^ t^est son of his jRpyal 
Htoto to If 'Vftoi whatttot 


wiio»fA*M(s*d‘it» iT*if^j[*$Pr f btfitoy tvibnit to your Boytit 


S tty tobNiM ifit jo tow him to 0^ 
M>d%a'o(dtiriog (ha pto 

Mtos to apil^'iig ibeicgotoloif 
^vemttStla to *har ioitrobteri^ 
I And jwrtwMitf and tfo cater to 
apptntoon of tiwlr inarHIge* whap gifawn 
Dpt'doMtoirf' right to your itojasiy, t# 
Iffw^thfa _t;*l«.-^l jri^h wa ^ 


toetitoto. 




fv* 


rAJMtf*' ' B> PkOto. 

», gitro, « s« nohtfW' 

w. 9«iiT. . f. #ai(f»N 

n, newts. . r, wojsssitovitj 

i, towoon. ^atjhcofa, jm 

I 
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MK, jjaronJ nin.E and mA. j(‘s:‘ice 

EVKl/s qtlViOX tJi'ON IHE PllINC^'jJ 
CASE, FEE. I, 1717. 

71/^/y<r Aging's Most Excrihn — 

** May it pWse your RLijcsiy.— In huiuble 
oVictljcnce to your commands^/ hig* 

nifi^d to your Judgpa by the right honourabte 
the Lord Chancelior, we have uikm into 
consideration the following ijuestion 
aiczfe)»*^Aiid wt arc liuniblv of opinion, that 
the education and care of the .persoas of 
ypur Majesty’s grand childresi, the ordering 
. the place of rhi: ir abode^ end appointing their 
* governors, governesses and other instructors, 

‘ attendants, and servauii>i belong to the 
Prince, their father. Hut that the care and 
approbation of their marriages when grown 
up, belongs to your Majesty, as King of this 
realm., — This, Sire, is our humbkl opinion, 
but when we acquaint your Majesty that the 
cate and approbation of the marriages of 
‘your grand children belong 10 your Majesty 
ttS’King of this realm, we desire to be un- 
derstood ns speaking of a care and approba- 
tion not f'jccliuivc of the Prince their ia(her« 

, But as your Mvijcsty s will be always 
employed for the good of the Royal Family 
and the welfare of your people, no it is a 
duly inouinbent.Mpon every member, of tbo 
Royal Family to apply to your Majesty, and 
receive, your royal approbation j)|>on every 
, occasion of this kind, tor wc find that all 
negotiations of miarringes in the Royal Fa- 
mily, have l>een carried on by the interven- 
tion of iheCrowi>| and'^fcuch marriiagcs as 
have been contracted without the.,royal con- 
sent and approbation, have breo thought 
contempts of the regal auihorify^/but we 
find no insranco wHcye a marriage jiasi been 
treated by the Crown fot any person of the. 
Royal Family, without the consent of the 
father, and we beg leave to assure your Ma- 
jesty liiat there is ao one expression in any 
ef our law books that warraoU apy suCh, 
assertion.— As to the other part of tlie ques- 
in answer to which we cannot concur 
wUlithe other J udges, it ispur.duty hpmbly 
to lay before your Majesty, that in our opi-.- 
Ition tlie fatlier hath inall cases, a right io the , 
, custody and education dfjils cBildyisOi/and 
\rlu» wc take to bte clear from, tbe^gi^eral ' 
Me of the law.-— This right of the father, 
isWid in our books to be fopudtd tiAtw ay 
Jo be annexed by nature io*ibe\pers6n 
of ifetsTather- In case of younger children 
It w|is disputed, and in regard to rlie , 
or daughter, ^and heir, to whom 
3ao4^Lw?^^dfd from a collateral ancestor, 
tather obtained evea against 
though hissrigtieurial right to the , 
his tenant duripg the minority. 


j prevailed against ilic grandfathci, and all 
other ancestors lineal and xoilstteral. XiiUe* 
ton. Coke, and Vanglran, all agreeJh^i non© 
can havo ^he ousto^ of a man's 80 d,.>M- 
heir apparent from Ihe father, and ^.tfaa 
common case ftf a tenure m socc^©$^yen< 
ihu moibor l»s the n.^tsof guardianship 
after ihc dbatb of the father,* preferable to 
the grandfather. From hence wc takcjt to 
• bejhe,geiierid rule of the law, that the guar- 
dianship of children is a .right common 
to every object in this kingdom who is u 
father, without Except 190 .-^ Upon the best 
search wc have been able to make, we can 
find but two books written by English 
lawyers, that. can possibly indcice a conirary 
opinioq :(Brac(oa and Fleta). Bracton, 
ireSiWrxg 4^. patria /lotistato, says, Qw cx Jilio 
trio et ejus-uxoreM<itf€itur^ /.r. m/ios tuuset nepth, 
aqueitt Uiap^estatisstmt, et prot^tfios et promptesy 
et delncfips cetteri i and, inpotestMie patrumsunt 
filii qt^fiftscuntur in juffo et hgititno matrimmhy 
idem in nepotihusci pronepotibusy qaantrm ad avos 
et pream patmm ; which Fleta has also said 
Tn almost the same words» and which both 
have taken from Jastiniau's Institutes. Tiits 
shews it to have been a part of the.^Roman 
law, but it neither is, nor as itrc^cohceiVc 
ever was, a part of the law of England. It 
is well known that Bracton and Fleta wrote 
jbeir several treatises upon the plan of the 
Imperial laws, add it is as well known (hat 
tboseJaws never obtained here, through the 
general aversion this nation ^(always zealous 
of its libertirs'l,^ had towards them, and ac- 
cordingly, wherever these writers difier from 
pur year books and authentio reports, they 
are not allowed to be of authority. And as 
to this part of the Roman law in particular, 
which relates to the patria potestasy it is ac- 
knowledged by all, even by Justinian him- 
self, thai.it was so peculiar to ihe Romans, 
that it never, obtained among any otlicr peo- 
ple whatsoever. Jus autm potestatis, quod in 
Ubet^iabemuSy pr^rium est civium Rometnorum; 
mtli enint ^mt hmiaesy qui talem in liheros ha* 
heattt proestatem^ quedem vm habemUi\*r*But to 
give a .jfiiore particular answer to these pas- 
sages^ wldLh are the ooiy ones that have the 
least app^raoce cif . law. It is evident they 
capisoi .be npide ,tb aifect . the case nf the 
.Roy^l Famity by any other construction thao 
what, will equally affiset every other fatxAly 
iaEUgUnd. But that from these passages 
nothing can.be ^concluded to determine * the 
extent of . the Jt^ria )pote^tas in any family 
here; if clear from the reason on which the 
jpbwer cf (he grandfiilber among tlie Romans 
IS founded.^Npw the reason of the Roman 
law why children should not be in the poW^ 
CT of the father^ but of tl^;grandfatlier ex«. 




elusive of the be^ase tfie father 

hiiBsdf wai not imjtru^ nnd in hia pourif/ 

JuHtis Jafnilinx snt mfoust »//»- 

d/ticfufi which arc tiic,3l^4?rds of»ihe 
Ihe ftwetira tables; and it maniic^tiy 

^ absurd, that, be.athouid have others in hta 
’ power, wlro waaimt in bis owii.'^'niis ser- 
vile coiidition of the son to the which 

had Ordinarily nO; end, till the liKher him- 
self was pleased, by emi^lpatiohf taptit.an 
end to it, being t{ie sold foundation of the 
grandfathers right id tlw# g^t»d children, as 
well as to every thing eUe the fattier was 
possessed of; when this state of the father 
ceased, the power of the gfaudfad>ef neces- 
sarily ceased with it. And so it is d^clarc^ 
in Justinian’s lustirnfcji, that if thC'5*ojl was 
emancipated and set free from the ptwer of 
^ Ills father, the children begotten after such 
emancipation are not irf the power of the 
gratidfadier, but of t{ie father . si 
Jiost cmaneijiatimcm cmvtjiiuy furrit^ ptXhh sui 
emancipnti fiaUstati xuhjkiUiY notloiu-^ 
sist that by the laws of f^ngland^no father 
has such a power over hU children, eveil in 
their minority, as the Homan law gave, it is • 
undeniabfe that with ns marriage hath Uie 
nature of a true and proper emancipation 
of the person of the non, and by consequence,' 
even upon the grounds of the Roman * law, 
tlic gran(ifitli(,*r with »is can have no right 
to the children of the son, but the father' 
only. thcrctV^*, noihing otherwise ap- 
pears to distinguish the case of the Royal 
F.irnily, (here criii be no foundation upon 
which any prerogative can be Citablisbcd in 
the ins'.auce now in question, and,, wo bnm- 
bly apprehend ihat the only precf'dc'ots which 
can be alleged to support such a prerogative, 
when conaidt red, will not be found sufficient. 
— The first, in the 22d Henry the Third, 
entitled in Kymerj de Alicimra filla GaifriS^ 
&b, is only a declaration tinder the Great Seal 
that Wm, Talbot had surrendered to King 
Ifenry the Third, the Castle of Cfloueester, 
et Allanwuni cmnn^uincant suam stmamet in- 
columen. What can be inferred from hence 
is hard to dcternriine any farther ‘ih%n that 
this Alianor was in ward to the Crown, and 
had been committed to the care of Talbbtj 
who had surrendered her and h»*r estate safe 
again to the King.*— The other precedent, 
which is in the lith of Henry the Fotirtb, is -j 
a grant of annual sum of 500 marks to the 
Prince of Walc^ for the expense of the 
maintenance of Edmund, Bail of March, 
and bis brother, so long' as they should re- 
in the Prinfces custody, to whom they 
ha^been committed the February before. 
As' to this it appears by the htfUory and re* 
cords of Uiose times ihat Roger dcMortiioeiv 


the’^ 'father, was killed in Ireland 22 
and that their mother soon alter marrietfw^ 
Edward Ghat Iton, Lord Pow is, and died y , 
Hbnijy*4, JW> that the elijeiit son was then iit/. 
ward to the Crown, by reason of his lands 
of the C^rown, were his lordddpsof Wig4.1 
tihbre lind Clam f»ifr nlin ; and bis brother^ 
Roget wa* then ad infant of Y<;rv tender 
age, and under the care of the King u next . 
relatiddi and itapprats that he died Very 
young I in which latter case we humbly; 
conceive that the care which (he King wa* 
pleased to take of on infant and drjfrfua so 
nearly related to him, will not be ^ piecedcnf 
to establish a power to the Crown to disj^su 
of the ctis'lody of a child while the father is 
lirjng.'--Jf any Stress can be laid upon print*' 
'.ed history, tIiOc;t«;euf Richard, son to Ed- 
ward the liiack Prince, will be an in.-.tiiuca 
against this power, aup^yo-fcd to be lodged ^ 
by law in the grandfather, fin being a mi- 
nor, lived with hi'* father ;as part of his fa- 
mily/ and his fatliCr appointed hi ; governor, 
of which We have this rdntion in H jlbng- , 
shead; that Sir Simon Rurlie, kiti*4min to 
Dr Burlif', one of tlv*: instructors of Edward 
the Black Prince, having been admin ed ' 
among other young gentlemen lo he fohoofa 
fallow wiih the Prince, he gicw in such 
credit and favour with Inm, that afu,r\vards, 
when his son, RichMrd of BourcienojCv wa5 
bom, the Prince,: for speCisjf » rust and coa- ^ 
fid^nee which he l^ad in thi? said Sitnoa 
Burlie, cornmiltrdihe governance and edu- 
cation of .bis son Hicltard toldm 5 and, after 
the death of the Black Prince, it appears by 
two veiy remarkable iustanrpi in our his- 
tOFy^that Riclvird coniimied with h's mofheir 
till the iteAih of his grandfather, King Ed- 
ward the Third.— rtie youngT chiidVen of 
Edward the Pourlh lived with ibeir in(iihcr> 
whose wardship sbC declared she claimed by 
the%dvicO of learned, counsel, according to ' 
the relation given us by Sir Thoin<)s More, 
afterwards Lord Chancellor of Engitind, in“ 
bis of fhose time^. Nor wan if (Ren 

pretended that tlie King had .-my right to . 
their education, or the" Care of their pernons 5 
and although the Queen wjs prcv.iilrd upon 
to part with her son, Richard Duk'^ of Yo*k, ‘ 
herdaughtiTs remained in her cusro>ly till 
she herself wal content^ to send thmi to : 
court.— 'As ,to the education of theii late 
Majesties, Qwtth Mary and Quee^n Ar^m, 
during ihdr mine* ilies, it doe-i not appear 
to us that iherr unde* King Charles tfie se- 
cond, appointed their govf ines'ies \ 

vants^gr atjy one person ilwt ^ittendwitJrf^dtir' y 
and we are not eiiqugfi .acquauited AySU' tUd 
dreunystauces 6f ffiC' Boke of Gloncvst^v a 
case {Q make the proper remarks i 
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to havli been by agreemeot with the 
Kio^; and we hilckibly conceive that the 
motion in Parliament, 13 th De<x 16^9, tor 
ad address to the King to remove the then 
Rishop of Salisbury (Gilbert Burnet, D.D.) 
ffom Wing his preceptor, cmo be, of no 
V^fght In this matter, since it passed in Ihb; 
negative. — It is possible that i»omething may 
be in^rred in favour of this prerogative, 
from that article of the treaty said to be 
miide' by King James f. concerning the 
with Spain, which related to the 
h^hure and education of the children of 
Cbdt niarriage. It is not to the present ques- 
tion to consider, whether there ever was 
such a treaty as is related by Uushis'orth or 
not. It is certain that it is not to be found 
upon record, the proper evidence of all pub- 
liq treaties. The articles of the treaty are 
said in Rush worth (o be styled by (he car- 
dinals, Proposition for the right Augmenta- 
tion and Weal of the Roman Catholic Reli- 
gion. And, in truth, almost every efticle 
IS so derogatory to the supremacy^ of the' 
Crown and the statutes made for the esta^ 
blisbment and security of the church ot 
RngVand, that it could have carried no" sort 
of authority with it in point of law, . even 
though it bad appeared in a regular manner 
under the Great SeaC and not from the re- 
port of faistoriaiu only. Nor can the oath 
aa^d to be taken 9/ Prince Charles, w*hile in 
"'Spain, to intercede with his father, that the 
l^n years of theeducatidn of the children 
which should be born of his marriage with 
the Infanta, accorded in one of the articles 
of this treaty, might be lengthened to the 
term of twelve yeaH, tbe Prince desired, 
be looked upon as a precedent to determine 
what the law of England is. Hie right to 
the care and education of the children of 
that iiuirriage,*had it taken effect, was nqt 
then in dispute and had ic b^n so, nothing 
can be concluded from the voluntary 
gagement of the Prince, in favour ot a mar-^. 
riage so much desired by himself as well as 
by his iatiber, wherein the question oY this 
light was never the subject of debate.*--— 
There was indeed an article in the treaty 
with France upon the marriage of King 
Chttrles the First with Princess .Henneltd 
Maria^ whereby ic was agreed (hat the chil- 
dren of tliat fnarriage should be brohghr up 
with tbelf mother till tbdt age .of thirteen^ 
but it. is evident that treaty was made with 
King.Charlea the First after hts accession to 
'the Crovrn, UOd not with King James his 
£nher* King: James, it U true, i^fnt over 
^the J&r)sof Cariisleand Holland to tieat of 
that n^tOh,'b(lt thtst trqaiy was not concluded 
till aR6( biB death, and then hy powers from 


King Charles the First, vvlioSb stipnlations 
for the education of his own children could 
need no assistance from bis - prerogatiye.tj^; 
Thus have >^0 huoibly laid, before yout Ma- 
jesty What we htive to offer in relation tip the 
books and precedents thajt heve fallen under ' 
onr consideration, upon this.head, which we 
cannot think sufficient to ii^r a prerogative 
to your Mntesty af. King^of this realm; in, 
the care and education of your 
graodchildreu- during the life, and without 
the consen% of tbbir^fathcr i a prerogative, 
as we humbly apprehend, hitherto unknown 
to the laws of> England.— All which is most 
humbly submitted to your Majesty's great 
wisdom. 

(signed) ROBKRT PRICE, 

K. aVRK.** 

Speech of Mr. Rarou Fortescoe 
A t AN D, <2T delivered during the conference 
in the Judges* Chamber, and as reported by 
himitlf 

^ My Lords,—— This is a question of 
great imfior^ance to the whole kingdom, and 
1 am conttnl, for the better discussing it, to 
divide it into two parts, because'irKas been 
so done by some of my brothers, though I 
should have thought, that it’ the King has the 
marriage of his grandchildren, of necessary 
consequence be had their education too. — — 

I will then consider, first, whether the King 
has the care and approbation of the marriage 
of Prince Frederic and his o&ier grand chil- 
dren, and vi'hether of right it belongs to his 
Majesty, as King of this Realm, or not.— i- 
*l*bis subject, touching the power of a grand- 
father, may be treated of citlier as a public 
or a private right. Ic has been treated of 

K much. as a private right by the two 
liiatdider, and by the Counsel for 
the Prince of Wales, which 1 think is an er- 
ror in the foondaiion of their argument. For^ 
it ought manifestly to be treated as /us puh- 
licutHt such a right as our law books express 
it to be quod ad stateni rei publics spectate and 
that makes U the Kings prerogative, and 
that if "ika King's inheritance, as King of 
this realm, which is too great a point to be 
governt^ by the narrow lulqs of private pro* 
petty. No\y, to treat this otherwise is inju- 
rious to the Prince himself, and all his ehiU 
dren. Our law books say he is esteemed as 
pne nearest to the ICing. So it has been de- 
termined in full Parliament, in the case,of the 
Prince eff Wales In Henry: Vl.*s time^ And 
tn his patent, which was ’made by authority 
of Pariiameni in 33 Henry VL tire intiro- 
4uction of the patent is tst ipsum, qui reputtt* 
tiffne /Wif cime^ tadem persona nohiscum^ 
digno freveeiamtis honore, &e. So that in the 





•fe of thi law. they are te.be reckoned bdt as 
one pefap|).-T-^Ji is, the. same re^^oa, 
that an Abto/ Parliaite^ttv'hlch jielstes to 
-'Th^ Prince, is a puhfic Itw ;srMcit«rerf, 
body Js ,tb , take notj«,:TJ9iW!i#, whateVi^ 
'conchas the IViffiS*,' cpoctsrnlt the King; gnd 
whatever eopceJ^s the King cont^ns every 
subject ia £ng^id. 'i^e act,' 
v^bith rtlates to ite Ducfty of 
been held to, 1^3 a'publi^ uh 

see wlKit'is said, in nsy Lt)rd CoWs 8 Rejp. , 
railed The Pfince's Caifte.ii Spf*aHiAg of* ihe 
Piince, it is said — tfor/wjtftfr pa*' 

Hs^ £i censetuf una persona cinp tpso iiege. So 
says Lord Hpbart, who was tlic ,Fvmce*s 
Cbaocellor, Hob. Rrp. 226.— > — It is for the 
same reason that it was high treason* by the 
common taw of Eng’and (before any ataiiue) 
to compavs and imagine the dt^th of flic 
King's eldest sod and bcif, 'who is g^'neraUy 
made Prince of' Walc^, chough now bdrn 
Duke of Cornwall (bdt is not sp of a colla- 
teral heir to the Crown) and this oifence' iji 
called crimn lassa — a crime thai* 

hurts the Majesty of the Kingdiimselr It 
follows then, that as they are bnt one person 
in law, so in pomt of law they supposed 
to have but one will in relation to tb^oduca-, 
tion« marriage, and management of .. the 
grandchildren. And the Prince of Wales, 
in point of law, is supposed in every thing to 
concur with bis Majesty, which ^uUc sub'^ 
verts and destroys the disductlon in conamon 
persons of grandfather, father, and sopi?— 
Now, the King, a.s he is Parens Patriif^ he , 
is also Parem Nepotum, parent of his, grand «• 
children, as Lord Coke expounds the Kiiig'S 
nephew to signify Im gramlsotiv jalso from 
the Latin nepns which sign ides teth. So Inr 
the case of a Queen consort, ^he is thn brst * 
wife in the kingdom ; Queen, in the Saxon 
language, signifying wife. And, therefore, 
by reason of excellence, it wa^ the name for 
the King's wife, who, consider her in br«r 
private capacity, as the private wj^feof a cp(n« 
mon subject, she cannot sue or be sued h«r<v : 
self, nor can grant to or frooi her husband ^ 
but, then consider her in herpob)iGph^rac- 
ter and capacity as a Queen, «& can sue and 
be surd by herself, and make grants to and 
from the King her husband, bjf her prertf . 
gatiVe, and anciently she had a greaj many. . 
Now, I, think, in ibis case, much may be 
gued fro^ the. names and appellations of the 
. ^ildren of the Royal Family^ In history 
they are called the ChUdien tk Epgiabd, and 
all of them 'born Princes and Priixcesseg of 
England, before tliey had any lit^e, and all of 
tliem Kings and Que^ns^, aridy 

may one day reign over us,/ SeldQD. calls'^ 
tbena Heirs Apparent t>f England, and they- 


arj called so in the P^riUmen^|^<|lls* 
agrees with the most..eariy,llfe«^ 
kWlldomi f>r, fdl 'fienryjihe^^to 
tbcy^yercdlsd^uidied froo^alK 
soils; by calling both tha^ e^ei^tdidd'4nd^ 
of" ! he King’s sotis.Clito am| iSitpiic^ 
^yhad oiher titles. 

XAiia word,,. which cWies f^^ 
word aMiter, yMch, signifies 
mosfifhobje and famous. §6 the wwd 
ling, as Edgar Aittfelmg, who. was not ifio. 
King'S son; tint his great nephew, from 
baxon word Elbe/ notrilU^ M'hich shews tb^t 
a]J Royal Family were eaHcd by the. same, 
nsnieas'thu King's sonsi and so sets oht 
the adnilrable union of the Rbvra) Family.— 
The first son of the Kipg li jailed Frlnce .;of 
England, before any creation: sp it 
Scotland. Heforo tbo Union lie was ,caj]^ 
Prince of Scotland j and so ^says Mr; Sd- 
don) it is in q^lier nations ^ asm France ihi, 
Duke of Orleans, Regent of J^rance, w^ta 
called Peiii Pitz de Frtfiii:e--Gran)d[«oh pf 
France, not Grandson to the Kinjpv , 
rietta Maria, in the marriage articles 'with; 
Charles the First, was called PUU 
daugltterof France, t 7 nd nof daughter of 
King,' HaVjhg then made itappear, I tbfnk 
clearly, that sd the children and grandekiL 
dren of .the Royal Family are public p^stlns 
and Princes of the nation, and tbePrineb of 
Wales himself one and tbe same person with 
the King I it follows manifestly, as a jostco*-* 
rollary and consequence, that the King whp 
has the executive power him, is, to have 
thejcare and. comj^and in die marriages of 
tficsechildreri for the good .(tf the whole na- 
tion. It is. part of (hat original truri, tyhlcli^ 
by the constitution of our gpvcrnn^ent,, if 
reposed in die King for tlie. security of hji 
people. And as this U a prerogative vral[ed 
ill the crown in the reason of the la w and 
tore of a monarchy, so in ali ages the Crown 
biSS practised and been in possession this 
right. Now, in ihe point or marriag^, .riiero 
arc precedents from the* time of 11,, IJtL 
dowm to this time. 2S H;6, it Was 
one of tlie articlesof inipeacbmerit qFHigb 
Treason against the Duke of SuffblkTpr at- 
tempting only to marry his son to Margaret, 
daughter and heir of thid Duke,df Sentef^ 
set, who di id a right to the Crowe^fei: 
death of , the King without isme, ahbough 
sliewSs ctjprhelr apparent, for therife ,was p, 
Frince of .Wajea then liring; Whew in? 
cfirna to bis trial^ be did not deny timf it Wfs 
an offence, but iniisted it«wa« not l^u^^ltqr 
diet, some of the lords t hen k ^ it W 

he /intended to marry his spn to. ijhjit 
Warwick's .daoj^tef , And this ‘ is it^t .1 lie 
stronger, liicaUsc ttiis ,hdy ^s ip 
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hiiu, jind. wthehad a.p right in. her 
of rarliamcnt, ^8 
h to marry any 

c)t U is thereby e.nacu d, 

i^er'sba proatiaie to marry any one 
o\ toe ^trig’s q)\ildren . lawfully born, or 
or Ci^mmaniy reputed^ or takepb 
&r hU ,<^hil(lren, or grandchildrun, without 
jib^VpeCjpl kaveof the King, he shall be ad- 
a traitor to the King and the realm;, 
ajSii^'tlijfre.by it is made high treason in the 
l|dy ioo, being against the King and the 
"TrSaim, which shews deailythat the whole 

Kmifdora is concerned. And though this 

«ct is now repealed in a crowd with other 
acts to bring all treasons to the standard of 
2d. Edward 111. y«t it is impossible the Par- 
Uaincut should make that high treason which 
was .DO, crimy at all before, and especially 
htgK ire£|soii^ bisf own children ; nay, when 
it^Wa!$ la\^jJ before to marry any pe.rson of 
Ihe jRoyy PXr;iily ^if the . doctrine we are 
true) and each had a right to tnar- 
yyM tney pleaded. And, it is observable 
here, that the Parliament makes no dilFcr- 
cuqe whefher tlie father be living pr not, nor 
takes any care of that paternal right whtcit is 
pfeteiided.-^In Clucen Mary’s though 
this offence cettsed to be high treason, yet it 
dijj hot cease to he a crime j for in the year 
1 0^8, lhe King of Sweden sent a message 
to thp Lady Klizabcib, the Queen’s 
•^d'alfrsivtcr only, afterwards Queen Elizahcth, 
V-'howas ihun at Hatfield^ to propose mar* 
tiijge to her. But shlf rejected it with warmth, 
this reason, because the proposal came 
not to hgi* by the Queen’s direction. And, 
upgD ^.njexcuse made by tire King of Swe- 
he first made Irjvc aa a gentleman 
of i|i?ality to gain her consent, and then he 
v.'ould^ as a King, address himself to the 
Quf-Ciijn proper torm, her answer was, she 
was to enteriain no such proposiiions unless 
the Qpcen sent them to ber. Upon, this 
t ae.ttpt?e» sent Sir Thomas Pope m the Lady 
EtiMl?ethV'io kt her know she well approved 
of Jho,ans\yer she bad made, andibe<Lady 
Klj^«beth further declared, she would never 
messenger more* because he had pre- 
sun^ to come to her without the QomPs, 
leave, ,-T 80. that here is one fpreigu King, and 
twp, Queen* of England o>ncprtjlpg ia, the 
. Hentimeitt , which seems strongly ' 10 
arg^.thatii is the law of nations, a* wtll as 
f{iic^re|!^Btive of this Crown. — ^The next 
i«Hien,r4 4 shall rnent-on isjhecase of Lady 
Aridkil^i idnd a Uyw book to support it, and 
CoufdeHsof Shrewsbury’s case, 12 
iplh year of King Jjfmes the 
Conntess of Shrewsbury was 
then nod , scut for before the Cou»< 


cfl to ai)9>vef to a coptempt of dimgetbotlcm^ 
sequence, because she refpsed to/tairiiwcr 
when exafnined about. Lady Arabella’s Hl^t 
for marrying Mr* Seymour, she being'of JoeT 
Royal .Fanflly^ and ihere^the Altplcney /nd 
Solijpitor-Generf.l of > the King, charged it as. 
a crime, that Lady Arabella* being of the 
Blood Royal, had married ,Mr. xScymbor, se- 
cond son of the Earl of Hertford, wiibout 
the King’s privity , and conseqt. Now, it 
appenrs.^eytvloiir was committed to thcTowcr 
for this offence, bi^t ^cape^ i and that Lady 
Arabella was also committed, and she 
escaped, and w^as taken flying beyond the sea 

before she got over. Ji’hf lirst crime 

charged on the Countess was her abetting 
the flight of Lady Arabella* her niece, and 
the immediate crime was not ans^ycring in 
that case. Now, marrying without the 
King’s leave was no crime, she could never 
have been accused for not answering to her 
abetting the flight for* such a marriage; so 
that the marrying without leave was plainly 
aharged as a crime.^ They both were com- 
mitted for a crime, and they both fled as for 
a crime, and it is admitted and taken for 
granted to be a crime. And her contempt 
in not answering in the case of marriage in 
the Royal E^miiy was also resolved to be a 
crime; and this was done by nil the great 
Ministers of 5?t:ite, and by the Chancellor 
and two Chief Justices (Fleming and Lord 
Coke), and Chancellor ol the Exchequer and 
Dnchy and C'bief Baron, in the fifteenth year 
of King J^mes I. and in (he end she was 
fined ten thousand pounds and committed to 
the Tower*— 7— The next case* I shall men- 
tion is the marriage of li^Priuccssof Modena 
and the Duke of Yoik.^Therc was an ad- 
dress pf the House of Commons to the King 
to prevent this marriage. The King’s an- 
swer is very remarkable. It is completed'* 
(taysdhe' King), but it was with my cou- . 
sent and authority," and the Pailiament ac- 
quiesced in that answer. Now, this address 
was absurd if i he King had no power 10 pre- 
vent it ; so that ihUaft)oants to the judgment 
and opiftiqn fef the King and Parliament, 
that ibiv rigbtwas in the crown exclusive of 
his brother; ^ So here is the King claiming 
this authority even against his own brother 
and his^mvate right, and the Parliament con- 
firming ju. I’ben there is the marriage of 

the Princess M wy, daughter of the 8uke of 
York, to the Prince of Oran.ate. This match 
was made entirely by tne King’s consent, 
even without the knowledge of the Puke, 
her father, and against Ids liking. and, con- 
sent. . King, speaking to Sir William ^ 

Temple about this match," says, “ If I am 
not dcceiveth Prince of Orange is ibfe hot 
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^ 0 «gtii^«mtt In the W(4; theieforc, he shell 
We%lB wife, and jron go leli my 
brother «o< aod that itf&a fttng l am re- 
lisht^bd 00 .** The Dijke Wmfehagriaj^ alit- 
ile, hot safd, *' the King *hall|bel)beyedi^W 
*‘Hcrft is a fathcr^knowlcdgi^ the right to 
be in the King Wuwirry his own .daoghter> 
who was /only a ^eollateral relation to Ithe 
King, and married against the faiiiOF^f will, 
as every one koows.-*---to;i 6 ^ 5 * the match 
with die Prineess Arina, 'the othef daughter 
of the Duke of York, was made by"ihe,King 
in the same manner, air^ both these mar- 
riages were established by a publics) eclara- 
lion of ills MsjeSty to the whole nation. r — ^ 
And thus I beg leave to conclude the instan- 
ces of marriage, but with this remark, that 
happy it is tor this nation that the King in 
the two last instance had this prerogative $ 
for had this pretended pateroal right (hen 
prevailed, the English nation had been' 
ever undone, and our religion destroyed, and 
we had never seen the many and great blcs-' 
sings we enjoy and arc likely to enjoy by thls^ 
family sitting on the throne of G)%at Bruain. 
Thus the nation sees the tiace of (his happy 
prerogative from Henry Ill.’s time to this 
very day, being the compass of almost 500 
years uninterrupted, midhputcd, and not one 
single instance to the contrary. -'^'I h^se in- 
stances concerning marriages of the Royal 
Family being so nurtK'rona, and the light so 
glaring, from hihtctics, records, public acts, 
statutes, and law*bouks, the two judges who 
difler could not resist this part of the ques- 
tion, but have toiired to the oiher part, that 
of the education i though I hope to provc^ 
that if the King has marriage, be must 
have the education toe? Hit- reason (hat my 
Lord Coke gives, why the Queen Dow.igef 
cannot marry witlicut the King’s leave is, 
ne capitalihus hiimkut regls ma^ ’itentur^ Nqw, 
the reason for th’*' King’s having the wardship 
of his grand chilJi>n, and education, too, is 
stronger, viz lest tlvj heir of the emwn hitn- 
srlf be led a>ide by ill principles ^ncl bnd po- 
litics, and become himsf If An' enemy to the 
coiintituiion an.d to the kingdom, blarrtngo 
is one of the main ends tif the education; 
and that education , is a principal qualifica- 
tion for that marriage, and therefore can 
never bo 80 properly placed a^ with him, who 
has the marriage. Vide 6 H- V''K 2 Iom. p. 
t8.—— Besides, these two powers, if ''placed 
in different persons, may dash find be reptrg- 
natu; for which of them is to determine 
wlan the marri'age is to begin, onj ib whom 
and when the education is to end.— —•Again 
ifihe King has the^ciarriagc he Im the ap** ^ 
pointment of the time of that marriage,, and j 
»gnscquef^lly he can, at anytime, apfohu j 


he that can at any time jappoini ttte 
marriaige. . c«n at any time calffor the 
oi'^lhat person ; and he that can at any 
time.”4emandMhe person oat of custody of 
aobther, -has the entire power mer that per^ 
it h a ttneand regular argn* 
tnent,’and cr>nduaiye 10 say, iqat whoever nai 
Ae end must have thr me^ns also, otherwlao 
he (Irannot'he Ktvd to bave the end. — T-lf I, 
hirrb the marriage of niiy person, I can never 
bf&mire bt that, unlc<vs 1 have the cosiodyaut 
edb^^aition of fhiit person./ But his Majesty*# 
prerdgStlve m this patt^f the question rela- 
tbig to the cdufation, is as dearly 10 be mldb 
Out, though hot by so many instances, a* the 
case of nvirtiagc*— ^—When Prince Charles 
had by surprUc got leave of his father to 
make a journey to Spain,, to, fetch home his 
mistrc'i'i the Infanta, revolving in his mind 
the hazard of that 'expedition, and the ill in- 
fluence it might have on the people. King 
JariAoi thtfti dWamd that ihe Prince was 
looked upon' by hi\ people as the son qf hii 
kingtioi^;--Clarendous History, page 14,^ 
And this bring related by.bim, carries with it 
his authority too, w ho was a very great Jaw- 
yer,'Vand chancellor of the realm.-r— Tjie 
law bboks of Bra^*(oh Aiid'Fleta, which Have 
been quoted; are the ancient law of the l#nd, 
exUnding to all cases; but tins law<beiqg 
altered only in private eases^ by iis^vge and 
statute, it remains law to tlihi day as to the 
Royal Family ; b:?cause; as to them this law . 
li.^s had DO altcraribn by .^y la or statute 
whatever, and ustigt? has gone accordingly,— 
ThQStt law books a^e so strong that there has 
been no way thought- of to evade them, but 
by denying, the authoiity cf them and calling 
it civil law. But, I own I am not a litiio 
surprised that tliesc bocks should be denied 
fur law, when in my ii tlc experience, I have 
known thcui quoted almost in every argut 
'mantAvbeic p;tin.s have been taken, if any 
thing could found in those books, to the ' 
question in heind ; and, I have never knowu 
them denied for law but where some statute 
orusagiS, time our of mind, has altered them. 
We have been told, iqdeed, that f bey were 
quoted in the c.isc; of ship moiv-y. But, I 
believe, that ebjpctioh would not have been 
made if they had been aware that those very 
books were quoted on both sides of rite ques- 
tion, tvhich; destroys the' objection,*, and 
shews lliat they Viter c approved of by all who 
argued in that case, both of^pne side the 
other. — But, if it be meant civil law, be- 
c.iu.se it is in force in all clvili^d 'nntions, I ‘ 
believe that is^true, for J take iftts to be the 
pnrogativ^ of all Ivings, norIm there bre.n 
any instance giVeu iii any monarchy where 
tiic law' ii orherwis^?:— — Mr. Stldon^ say., . 
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of j^g^and iaaa Emperor, and 
rfi^ aneantpire, at^ w c^led infitatuteiiand 
roi^dft oolb W ; audit so, he^wid 

hkift the prei^iive^ equal with other kings 
udd etnpetdrs, if no rtatute law or usage say 
the conir4fy,,.ii^*wit^U^^ prerogative then be 
the11aw:.i:dfp^ioni» that is part of the law of; 
the (pdd», add give the Kinga dear title 
Seott^ Statute of Trecedcncy, whidi 
iS;S2/Hr cap^ 10. It etiacl^ that no p^jrsoxi 
to ait at any side of the Cloth W' 
except the King's children. Then 
vahed it goes on to pUtce the great oflScers of 
itjite— it says, that being barons, they shall. 
Replaced on the leftside of the Parliament 
etbamber, above all dukes, except the King's 
ioOj the King's, brother^ the King's uncle, 
the King's ne|mew.f (t. e. his grandson,, or 
the King's brothers' or sisters* tion,)-^Now, 
this shews ^at the King's son, and the King's 
«fphew, of grandson, is comj^hended under 
iJfc terip^— King’s Children'} because fhc 
latter U substituted in the place of the for- 
iucr*rj ^— 17 Edward III. Archbishop of 
Ckuferbury came into ParUatuent and .de* 
manded St Us enfans notrCf s€t()r born be-, 
yond sea, should inherit in.Englsndii^i^^ 
ca&e born out of the King s dominions bnd 
aliens* And all the Parjisment a^ree^ j(liat 
them be bo|rn W'here they wOuld^ they 
•imald inherit.-Y^^^ would be a jest to itpa* 
g|»e that, the J^ings grand^chiid waa^not 
^ 7 &in that law, and within the word ks etf 
/children j aD4tbere*is Uiesatne reason 

S this case.-— Another reason Is, that the 
inS'9 grandson is higher, in dignity, because 
nearer the erbwn^ than at^ other of the 
King's sons^exceptdiis own^ father, therefore ,, 
ouglht to be esteemed equal with’ his own 
sons ; and therefore, if Prince Frederic were 
here, and the King bad otl>er sons brides 
the Prince, he would take place of all those, 
ps/ Richard of Bourdeaux's , did when Ida 
grandfather placed ^biin al a puibti.c table 
above alf bis own children, who were his uci« 
cles.—* Pursuant to this notion gmnd>chiU 
dten of (he Crown are styled childrcn*in re- 
cords. There is, 50 Edward III. ftlcbard 
Prince of Wales, his . writ of summoiif to< 
Parliament is dnected tbxi^Rex E^^rdsts 
eoKtssmo meo Ricarth J*rinciMi 
So is 51 Edward 111. This Pnnce.l^nhsrd 
bolds a. Parliament by commi^cm from his 
grandfather,' and that runs in the same man- 
nf}r^ pe cireujrjj^^s^tM ti indus^a magmlu> 
dimearUssmi Ric, I. l^ytncijiis IFaU 

^ Rat. Rol^t^u Ed. III. An. 41 .— Now,. 
I think educauon is of greater consequence 
than ^marriage, both to the person |{bd to the 
Ip^ple of liliigland— to tlie person, because,, 
if bred cither in the Popish religion^ or if 


trained up in any other commumnn, tboogb 
Procelnaitt, except jlhe Church of England, 
faeisnot capable of reig^thg 5 and if bred 
up in prita^iples, inconsistent wi^a 

)iai|lted mooaro^, the whole nation will then 
be io danger : 'whereas, an jjbohoscn match' 
wiU oqly be the most uneasy to 1 he Prince 
that marries,, and will little affect the S«aie, 
•so long as the Prince is steady, and adlmres 
to the coniilitotipn.r!— --Where is a prince to 
be educated who is to be bred up a kihg, but 
in the Palace audi'Cpurt of a King, and un- 
der his special care and influence?—— 
Ihe learned Sir John Forlescue, called 
by Sir Waller^ Raleigh the bulwark of the 
law of England, who was Chiefjustice and 
Chancellor, and. al'-o tutor to the Prince of 
Wales in Henry Vllh’s time, in his '[’rea- 
lise De L^udibus Legnm Augluti'^ which con- 
sists of dialog^uett, betwixt him and tlie 
prince about his cducaiion, saj s, t hat there 
are two things that a*prince who is like to 
be heir to the crown ought principally to be 
instructed ip, that is martial discipline, and 
'the law sand constitiotioii of England : and 
whei[c are^tjiose to be had but in the King’s 
armiCsS, and among the great olHcers aiucl 

mihisters of the King ? The same Sir J. 

Fortescue says, speaking of the King’s 
wordu in Knight's s^i*vice, the prirxes of the 
realm also hpldingof tlie King, must be well 
educated, since these orphans in their child- 
li<)Qd are brought up in the King's house. 
Thereforei 1 canivot but Really commend 
.the riche-'^-und inagnifleence of the King’s' 
Court, because it is the supreme school lor 
the nobili^ of the land, whereby the realm 
flourishes aUd is pi c^t^ed.— -There is a 
patent to the r 3 ih orBn.ward IV, from the 
King to the Bishop of Rochester, whereby 
he was coJisOtuted tutor to the Prince and 
'president of the Prince’s Council, which is 
very remarkable. In the preamble it says, 
Howbeit every child in his young age 
ought to he brought up in virtue and know- 
ledge; yet, nevertheless^ such persons as 
GsA lias called to the. pro -eminent state of 
princ^^ 4 xnd to succeed iheir progenitors in 
the state Of^regality, ought more singularly 
to be infiirmcd and instructed in knowledge- 
arid virtue. We tlicrefore, desiring, our 
deareat son, the 'prince, perfectly, know- 
tngly, and Virtuously to be educated in .bis 
outh, and . wholly trusting in the irhth, wit, 
now ledge and Virtue, and niso love and af- 
fecrioot that our Reverend Palhei hath to 
us and to our issue, we have committed and 
deputed him to teach and infor m our said 
son,. Und also appointed him . president of 
his council, giving him power lb assemble.; 
all the counsellors of oiir said son/'rrN bw 
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llic Secretary ofnbijt Stite*' [J, jller. Datfas, Secretary of Pcnitfyhania] “ pows^ciS ^reai influent 
** III thcfnpuiir Society of niiUtUlphuT, uhich. lu its turn, influenced tbonc of otber ot coQti»c 

** he merited at'ciiMon. It appearv, tlicrcforc, that these men. with others unktumn u> me, all having, 
wkgiuut doubt, Randolph fthc Stcieurv «t Maicjat iluir head, 'icre balanciiit^ to decule on the, pA^t 
•• thev should take Two or three da\< b.forc the priHiljmation'* |prue'.aniati{.ii air«un<tt the irivuitrentf] “ wa^ 
“ piiblidu'd, and ot couihc before tJie tabincc had lesolvtd ot i« inca'«oits, Mi. K’tndolpn came to kcc 
me mill an air ot <;rca( ca^ciiievs, and niide to me the ovetiurc«, ot whicli L h ive given )ou tm ac-* 
** count in inv No. ft Thus, n!!th //.os «<!»//* »/' du/Zais, the I’rcnch ic|mbiic could have decided on 
** civil wii^ ot on peace! Thus, the row ot the pt^ieiuM paiuott vf .4mtnva iiavc ttheauy thtir 

prtie^ ! It IS \fiy true that the ceitiin^ ot ih sc coiiclm|pns, painful lo he drawn, will forever exist 
HI our archives ! What will he the old a?c ot this I'overnmeiu, if it is thus etuly dtcrepul 
patch vf thi h Kmuify I.vilmlt, to tUt Ftenck Mknntct /«/ Fani^n Jfim,*, tuittenjium Plutadt’l- 
t;i 1791. • ^ 


4SJ] 

srMMAn\ OF WTiITICS. 

(^m)t u*) IX Council.— I ictnrii nncp 
moi(* to this subject for the purpose of aii- 
sw'ering itiyeorresponiloit, whobc letter will 
be found immediately below, and who seems 
very sngry .it wluit has been said, in tlie Re- 
gister, respecting; the American Spates. - ' — 
ill iriving mi readers a description of the 
natuie and tendency ot the Orders in Coun* 
ciV, I slated, in pd;;e 3:j(j of this volume, that 
the late mliu&iers had declared to the n«u- 
Iral powers, that if they submitted to the 
audacious principle opoidy proclaimed by 
Fl-auce, that England would retaliate, and 
would have an undoubted right so to do, I 
added : the neuirals do submit, for neither 

of them make any public remonstrance, 
or protest, against the decrees of France.’* 
7’his assertion my correspondent says I make 
in the face of the notorious fact, of the 
immediate explanation of the French de- 
crec, mveii by the French minister of ma- 
riuc, Dacres, to the American envoy at 
' Paris.” That I had no wibh to disguise 
the fact of this explanation ib evident, be- 
caiSse 1 mentioned it, in the article referred 
to, and in the very next page to that whence 
xny coi respondent has extracted what Jie is 
tdeased to regard as a false assertion.— It 
u true, that the American envoy did address 
a note to the French minister of mnriTie, re- 
presenting to him, ihat the decree, if acted 
upon, wdth regard to America, would be a 
violation of the treaty existing between her 
and France; but, was this a ** public 
monstrance, or protest ^ against the decree r*' 
Jt was a claim of exemption from the effects 
of its operation, merely upon the ground of 
a particular previous compact, and not upon 
that of the decree being founded upon a ty-* 
rannical principle, and being a thing to be 
opihised on grounds iudepenttont of all parti- 


[48(1 

cular convention. And what was the an- 
swer of Dacn-s ' Whal w.is (he finnous ex- 
planation, which satisfied the Amerjcan Pre- 
sident, and which, it was widicd, should sa- 
tisfyus? Why, the answer was, that ^hedv- 
tree trt>uld pi\yduce no viola hon of the treat if 
letween Fiance ami Jmeriui ^ leaving it 
quite undecided udietJicr the decree would 
be enforced, or not. The decree rcniamcd 
nnreix-alalj it contained no exceptions; 
and, if it was not executed, with reg.ird to 
America, this exception in the execution 
was, undoubtedly, owtug lo a convvtVtuu, 
tbal lo execute Vi wou\d be \v\y\fu>us lo 
France. I'he principle, however, remained 
the same ; the insult So England the same ; 
and the acquiescence of America the same; 
as far as related to England, the relaxation 
of France has been obtained for tlie mulo.'ii 
benefit of France and America only. Ame- 
rica was a neutral power ; but not the only 
one. She had no right to sacrifice the inte- 
rests of the otber neutrals to her own selfish 
purposes. She made no remonslrnnce, tha^ 
hail ever come to light, against the 
of tfie French decree ; she submitted to the 
principle; she tacitly acknowledged, th.'t 
France had a right lo declare England in a 
state of blockade, and to place her under an 
interdict, and merely pleaded for an exemp- 
tion, as far as she was concerned, upon the 
ground of her lieaty with France, 'i'hc 
French minister gave a vague answer ; and, 
it is well worthy of remark, that even tluu 
answer never was made public, uhtil th'.? 
Orders mCuuncil began to make their ap- 
j pearaiice. The fact obviously enough ap- 
I pears to have been this: the decree, thei 
i conqueror s decree, issued friAm Berlin, w.>s 
I intended for general and indiscrilolinato ojve- 
[ cation ; bat,|;he Amcri'Mns h.i t'lg succeeded 
I in convincing Fiance, that kuen operatiou 
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would be fiualijrniote injurious to Fr^^hce | but the inability of France to execute the 
than to England, France relented as to the dcciee, in that way. In other resjuicts, how- 
excculiou of the decree ; the letter of ever, she bad the power to execute, and, if 
Dacres is to be regarded as n thing contrived we are to retaliate, we are not to make Jlhe 
between him and fho American envoy. But, exception^ tlwt suit her; that is to say^, to 
the letter of the decree rcmainerl : the in- forbear to retaliate ihere^ only, where she' 
Milt remained entire; and the execution has not the power of execution, and where, 
took place, wherever it was thought to only w'e have that power. Lord Howick 
work more injury to England than to h'rance., calls upon America to resist the pretensions 
Thus France was to issue a general prohibi- of France, and declares the kjng*s undoubted 
tory decree against the commerce between right of retaliation, unless such resistance 
England and neutral states, which, no one take pbee. resistance takes place; a 
can deny, gave England a right to retaliate subinishion to the piinciple of the decree 
by a measure also general ; but, X^rance find- does uikcs place ; and an attempt is made to 
ing that there w.is ’one neutral, whom it evade our retaliation by an niulerhand cor- 
would be to her interest to exempt from the respondence between the American envoy 
execution of the decree, she grants such an and i4ie French nfinistcr of marine, kept a 
exemption, and, thereupon that neutral profound secret, as lar as 1 have observed, 
comes and says, France exempts me, and until our Orilers in Council began to make 
so ninst you.'* " No," say we, " the their ap|)earance.— This American tells 
** decree is general, and general must be the us, that to refuse to pay implicit credit to 
retaliation. It is the interest of France to the explanation of pacres is to pretend to 
make an exception in your fiivour ; but know better than the Doctor; for, on<s 

'' such is not the interest of England. There# would naturally suppose, that the opinion 

is no way for you to avoid the effects of of a Fi^ncii minister, on a French decree 

our retaliation, other than that of prevail- ** (and still more the uninterrupted course of 
" ing upon I^rance to repeal her general de- acting thereupon) w'as of more authorily 

** cree, against the of which you than the opinion of an English lawyeV." 

have made no complaint, that we hear of. So, because it is I who write a letter, saying 
“ even in private. You have tacitly ap- that I have seen a black burse to-day, ano- 
proved of that principle ; and, as France ther man is to believe, that my words mean, 
" has bee« the sole judge of the exceptions that I have not seen a black horse to-day, 
for herself to make, you must allow us to merely because I find it convenient to say, 
e.xercise a similar j^iidgmcnt.*’ Could any that my words have no siwli meaning. Ac- 
thing be more just, or reasonable ?— — My cording to this, no written instrument of any 
correspondent says, that my assertion, vela- sort could j>ossibly carry any Sxed and deter- 
tlng to the submhmn of America was made j minatc sense. The decree prohibits all 
also ** in the i^e of the notorious fact, that, j trade between England and neutral states ; it 
down to the date of our Orders in Coun- . prohibits all communication between them ; 

" oil, no American vessel has been con- J it lays England under a commercial interdict; 

demned, and only two captured," in vir- , it makes no exceptions ; it neither calls for 
tUG ot the French decree. If thi.s fact be nor admits of explanation. But, because 
true, the statements of Sir William Scott are America and France liml it to l>e their inte- 
kilse, w'hioli I ilo not believe; and Twell rcj.1 to make an explanaiion as to the exe- 
know, that a ship of ours, which re-captured cutioii of it, we are to admit of that expU- 
aii American vessel, takeiruudcr the Berlin nation, upon the principle, that those who 
decree, obtained snivn^e in our coyrt of Ad- have issued the decree must best understand 
miralty, which might, indeed, be one cause its meaning. When the poor fellow, who 
of Dacies’s .cxplifnation. Besides, Lord went ^o America hi search of liberty, was 
Howick, long ago, informod our minister in going to the jail where he expired for having 

America, that " Xlis Majoirty had learnt, written what was called a libel upon Mr, 

that, in some instaiu the decree had Jefferson, he found, alas! that his meaning 

been carried into cxeciuion." But, I ex- was left to the opinion of others, and that he 

pressly said, in the article, of ivhich this was not himself to be the interpreter of it. • 

American complains, tliat it was of no — -—As to the “ .uninterrupted course of 

consequence, whether ilierc had„j|r had acting upon this French minister's opi- 
not, been any instance, wherein O^de- nion/* that has been before accounted for. 

" cree b^i' been carried into execu^n." It is to be observed, however, that this Arne- 
The decree existed, and, ii'.no Raptures took rican lays no weight upon the circpmstance, 
pl.ice in couHoquoiice of it, the cause was, that o/Aer/iar/J of the decree were rigoronsly 
any rciDi'a/zcc, on the part of America^ executed; such parts ai NapCfleon conli 
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cause to be .executed without injury to hitn- a y gulling yoke” that the f^iencb stdunilted 

self A defender of Mr. Jefferson says: it to in permitting os to wear the arms and re-* 

was not tor America to commence knight gai title of Fr^T}ce j but^ beseems to ihipk 
errant, and contend with France for the in- very little of 'the yoke, which Napoleon bas 

terests of other neutrals. Tlyit was not ex- pledged himself to make us wear, and, as a 

peeled of her, if is true ; but, if she chose preparatory step to which, he was endea- 
not to do it } if she chose to acquiesce in the vouring to place us under an interdics.^t-t— 
principle of the decree, upon the condition This correspondent charges me with ** a 
rha^she should be exempted from its ir.jn- ^ gross mistatement of a plain matter of fact j** 
rious ettects, that could be no reason for our and then he states, with truth, perhaps, that 

exempting her in the execution of any mcd- w^hat 1 said, in page 337* respecting a rise In 

sure of retaliation, which ^ e might think it the rate nf Insurance, wdiich would naturally 
right to adopt. 'Fiance exempted her upon be occasioned by the Berlin decree, was in- 
the ground of self-interest j no sucij motive correct. My statement related not to a 
could we perceive for an exemption. On plain matter of fact." It related to what 
the contrary? we found her as hostile to- would, in my opinion, naturally be the case ; 
wards us as her means of* hostility wc^ild al- it was calculated upon " the danger of cap- 
low her to be. We found her with a non- ture in consequence of the French decree j’* 
""importation act, pas-^ed in order lopw^iVi us but, if the secret understanding between 
for not giving up to her a riglit, the exerci.se France and America was made known in 
of which was essential to the preservation of, America, tJien there would, of course, be no 
not our naval superiority, but of our navy it- such consecjuence. This gentleman ha8>. 
self. Jf America will so act as to make it however, blinked the matter 5 for, though 
our interest to exempt her from the effect of, what he has said may be true, with regard 
our maritime reguJativnis, we j»hall then, . to ships and cargoes coming from America# 
doubtless, be ready to exempt her, as France can he prove that it was so with respect to 
did j but, until then, I hope we shall not. — ships and cargoes going from England to 
No: it was not feelings of*' contempt," America? If he can show, that the decree 
that the ** empty blockade" was calculated had no ctfect upon the rate of insurance as 
to inspire. It was feelings of indignation, to such properly, I shall think that the mer- 
and of just vengeance, not only against chants concerned had a contempt . for the 
France, but against every po^^cr, who, cither power of France; but, I shall not, even in 
liy direct or indirect means, gave their sane- that case, think that we ought lo have ex- 
tion to the abumpiably insolent principle of empted America from llie eftccts of our 
the Berlin decree. It was not llie loss of commerciul regulations, sewjg lliat she had 
commerce, but the loss of character, which not resisted the principle of the French de- 
we should have susiained, by leaving that cree, but had tacitly acquiesced in the rigjjt 
fianclion unpunished. We were called upon of France, generally sj)eaking, lo declare 
by every motive, which, under such circum- England to be in a slate ol blockade. — 
stances, ought to animate a nation, to con- The conclusion of the leitcr ot this “ Ame- 
vince the world, that every state, who dared rican Merchant" contains the following ds- 
to insult us, would rue the effects of its con- sertion': *‘ You qonceive yourself to have 

cluct> What resemblance is there, 1 been personally ill-treated in the United 

would ask, between the Berlin decree and States, and, it h currently reported, tl at 
the wearing of the titlu and arms of the ** you said to a fellow- passenger with you 

kingdom of France, by the king of England? ** to England, .that you hated the United 
A title that had been won by our ancestors, ** Stales, and that, if ever an opportu* 
who realty conquered and who really go- “ nity "occurred to blow up the tlame 
verned France, and which title was as much ** of discord belw'een •the two countries, 
our property as the name of any man is his " you would make the most of it." — -That 
property. All the world knew, that it I was most unjustly and basely treated in the 
aimed no insult against France 5 that it was a American States, and by two of the govern - 
mere record, or memorial, pf deeds Jong mentsof that country, is a fact pi euy well 
passed. Can the same* be said of a decree, known m every person, who reads or hears 
which was professedly intended to cut Eng- much about Americ a j ihsti (with the excep- 
land t)ff from ail connection with the rest of tion of the Quakers of Pennsylvania, tn^iy 
the world, until the day, when she w^Ould other individuals in that State, and the 4>TOplo 
submit her neck to the yoke of France. This of New England) I hale the United States 
American, under the influence of that unna- and all their mean and hypocritical system 
tural and base partiality, pervading the minds of nde, 1 hate a thousand ! imes declared in 
of so many of hts cou;:tryaicn, thinks it was print aa well as in cumciaducih , andl havo . 
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iuriber frequently declared, that, if I, or any 
one most dear to me, were destined to h>se 
my or bis life in ^just wan I knew of uo 
ruse, in which that life would^ be k’*** 
so iifile regret, on my part, as in demolish- 
ing the towns of Xmerica and in burying 
tl^ir unprincipled inhabitants under the rub- 
bisli. But, that I ever said, that I would 
avail myself of an “ opportunity to blow up 
the irtame of discord hetwren the two j 
countries,** is a falshood 5 and, if the au- 
thor of this charge had been any thing, no j 
marier whar, but an American, by birih or 
asloption, he would not, particularly after 
the invitation contained in my last Register, 
have been so mean, so detestably cowardly, 
as to have sntferrd this charge to come forth 

unsupported by ft nnnn*. Those who 

iliought it worth llu ir while constantly 
to road tins publiratinii, ran scarcely fail to 
renr'inl'M* \sljat, I th.ink, must lonvince 
tlw m al fho far ho.ul of ihi-» pretended re- 
prji t T’.Iaiiy iiK' I lie oeeasions, upon which 
I l,a\e liiought »L right to point out what I 
thou :!«l iskely lo secure the good will of 
America ; and espccialiy have 1 reconi- 
nicnded i!\c sending of persons ot liigli rank 
as well as cbaraclei , in the quality i.f inir.i.^- 
tors. tliitlr'r. At the making of the peace of 
Amien- l ecprccated the idea of “ ph»<*ing 
the Froiu h upon the hack of the Amci icans;’* 
aiiil I litue uni fortnly recommended such a 
line oferc.idut Mow, mils America as would be 
likely to pie’.-'nr a war between the two 
countries; though, from the bottom of my 
soul, 1 believe, duit such war v quid, now at 
least, be greatly beikficial to Knglaiid.— — 
Rut, of wliat coiisc(|uence are my feelings, 
my love or mywbaircd, my forgiveness or 
n>y revenge, in iliis discussion ? I have asked 
n I man to rely upon my opinions of Ameri- 
ca. 1 have said, this hath she said and (his 
linih she done. I,ct my statements be con*? 
tradicted, and jmoved to he false j or, let/he 
facts themselves be shown to weigh nothing 
against her character ; but, let no one hoj>e 
tu defend her by alledging that her accuser 
is prejudiced. He who has been robbed and 
assaulted has certainly no prejudice in favour 
of the robber, but is as certainty prejudiced 
against him \ yet, we never bear this preju- 
dice urged against the credibility of his testi- 
mony. Who is to complain but those w'ho 
have suftered ? Who is to accuse, if those 
are to bo silent who have been wiwiesscs of 

the guilt? But, t-ifter all, supposing me 

10 Have said, that I would avail myselfof any 
f^pporiunit}' that should offer to blow up the 
d»! me of war between the two countries, ibis 
nny account for the asperity of nay language 
(and I liiuc no desire that my language with 


respect to America should appear in any other 
light), but it can, In nowise, affect the state 
of the case, upon which the two nations are 
in dispute. It was not I who spurred on 
^Ir. Jcdlnvni to demand dof England d re- 
nunciation of (lie right of searching for*sea- 
men. Jt was not J who inspired America 
w'ilh the hi.solint notion of forcing England 
to renounce this right, and to employ for the 
• purj)Ose an act of non-importation, pAWd 
ju-^t aj> a negociation was set on foot, and kept 
suspended while it v. as going on. It was 
noil who coiinstflcd Mr. Jvtfci.soii to send 
back to t lie king of England a treaty, con- 
cluded a*iul duly signed by the plciiijjotentia- 
ries on both sidi"*, and to chalk out the alte- 
rations to be niridi\ exactly in the same uay, 
in wlifch articles * f rapitniaiion arc returned 
by a besieging general. It was ncit t whe^' 
pulled this republican sovcivf^u up with the 
conceit that he was able li) bully the king of 
England into a revival of the negociation up- 
on these dictated alldrations of alica'.y, tm* 
which revival, if our ministers had consented 
•to it, they ought to have been luinged. It 
was not I ^vho adiiscd the base pvople of 
New 'S'ork to meet in a mob for the purpose 
of encouraging an English beat’s crew to de- 
sert from their otHcer, thenby exciting ;i 
nmliny in llie.ship, which might have ended 
in the loss of lier and in tlie massacre of tiio 
oflicers, and which, owing to the prndencti 
and courage of those ofiicers, did end in the. 
ignominious deal Ii of several of 1 he men. It 
was not I who stimulatetl the ofheers of the 
American ship.s ol war, as also the civil ma- 
gistrates, of the town of Norlblk, to inveigle 
away, and to screen from the power of their 
commanders, the stamen of an English ship 
of war, which was then lying in a state of 
distress. It was not 1 who encouraged the 
printers of newspapers, in America, to pub- 
lish, just under the eye of tlie general go- 
vernment, expressions ol joy that the deser- 
tion from the English ships was going on at 
a rate that threatened the speedy aniiilnlatiou 
of England's naval power. It was not J, 
but some liend, who pushed on those satne 
print^r^do publish a proposal for raising, by 
public subscription, a fund out of which to 
give rew'ards to such English seamen as 
should desert, and arrive in America. Jt 
was not I who instilled into the empty skulls 
of the Ameiicans at Rochelort to join the 
Trench, in toasting the liberty of the seas 5'* 
nor am 1 to blame that tlie same was done 
by the Americans at Petei-sburgh,* wlio so 
cordially united with (he vassals of the Czar, 
the moment the latter became Uie enemy of 
England, and who, upon the same gi‘oui\d» 
would unite w'ith the devil aud his angels* 1 
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had nothing tpdb in promoting any of those 
numerous acts of injustice and of insolence, 
nhich America has, for the last fifteen years, 
been committing against England. These 
are the causes of^ ill-blood j ‘4hese are the 
causes of the present state of things between 
• the two countries; these may, po%ibIy, lead 
to war; but, they are none of them my 
work. 1 hd!\’e, indeed, pointed them out to 
niy readers ; I have made them known to 
many persons who never would have heard 
of them except jn a cur»ry way ; and I 
have, I hope, contributed my full sb.arc to- 
wards eifciting, in the minds of tli» people 
of England, th^U just indignation, which now 
appears to pervade ail ranks of men, at the 
conduct of both the govefimient and^jeople 
of^n^jirica. Jhit, for tlie friends of Ameri- 
ca to blame me for this, is as absurd as it 
would be for the friends of a Ihief to blame 
the Liwyeis and judges for his being hangecK 
In exposing the culprit yj the just vengeance 
of the nation, I Iiavc done no more than my 
duty; and, if duty happens m coincide with 
inclination, I cannot thhik that (hat circuni- 
Mdiice requires any apedogy; for, if to 
have sustained an injury one's self is 
to disqualify one from speaking one’s sen- 
timents, as to the conduct of tlic ofiender, 
in other cases, he who has a mind to 
rob with impunity has only to injure every 
ifian capable of detecting and exposing him. 
-- — But, I have, I am told, gone beyond 
my subject. I have taken occasion to speak 
of the intern d government, and of the 
morals of the people. True ; but, then, let 
it be borne in mind*, that this became neces- 
sary, when I saw the defenders of America, 
with their usual etfronrery, holding forth the 
United States as the only free and virtuous 
country in the world. C/ui/ acter does much, 
especially in England. It, therefore, became 
me to show, that the government of Ame- 
rica is, in fact, one of the very worst in this 
world ; that there is no such thing as real 
liberty in the country ; that corruption pre- 
vails to an extent heretofore iiii heard bf ; 
and that the people (with the exceptions 
which I have before made) are tlift most 
profligately dishonest that I have ever seen, 
or heard described. 'I'hese statements of 
mine might be attributed to revenge. Well, 
let the making of them be so ; but, whvn I 
say, that a judge was detected, in Philadel- 
phia, stealing bank notes out of a till in a 
shop ; wgyi afterwards driven from the bench 
by the sliopkeeper’s holding up and shaking 
his fist at him ; and that no public proceed- 
ing, and no public expressions of indigna- 
ticBi, w'ere the conse<|uence : wlien, I say, 
that it was proved that the American 


I lartf of Slate asked the French minister for 
a bribe, and that no impeachment or judicial 
proceeiling was flye consequence : wlien I 
say, that the se|i»;iratioii8 of man and wife, 
and that elopements acebmpauied with rob- 
bery, are so frequent, that the printers pf 
news-papers keep, for the purpose of placing 
at the head of advertisements, relating to 
eloped wives, figures of women in the act of 
running off with a bundle : when 1 make 
these assertions, I put it in the power of the 
friends of America to contradict me ; 1 put 
it in their povier to clear up these heavy 
charges against the morality of that country. 
I say (hat the Ainencnns, as a nation, are 
the mast unprincipled |K‘ople in the whole 
world ; their friends deny it ; but their 
friendsnevor choose to deuymy specific facts; 
and, if these facts cannot denied, my 
general assertion will be believed. Upon 
this subject, I want no credit for impartiality 
and candour. I’he Americans, under pre- 
tences the most false, by means the most 
base that ever w’ere employe?d, by the vilest 
mockery of judicial proceedings, by openly- 
avowed and boasted-of perjury, robbed me 
of the eariiings of my life up to that lime, left 
me to begin auew with a family dependant 
solely upon my exertions, and have since 
cruelly persecuted several of niy friends. 
For the sake of these friends more than for 
my own sake I hate the unprincipled nation. 
This hatred will never cease, until they do 
me justice, and. tiiei^fore, it will end hut 
with iny life. But, as to llfb matters in dis- 
pute between the two countries, how are 
they at all connected w'ith luy private feel- 
ings ? Were 1 a minister, jiideed, Uie case 
might he difierent. Private individual as I 
am, and having no access to any man in 
power, except tiirough the means of the 
press, I can have bad no hand in producing 
those events, upon which I have thought 
proJ)er to comment.— In a second letter 
(received yesterday), tlte same corre.spondent 
tells me, that war with America may be 
sporl to me, but (hat it will be death to 
many otfiers." It will not be sport to me ; 
for I cannot but deeply lament all the hard- 
ships which my friends in Pennsylvania will 
snlibr, and as to the perjured w retches, by 
whom I was robbed, X have the sati.sfactio!i 
to know, that many of them are nlreatly 
bankrupts, and, in other respects, misera- 
ble. But, to whomsoever a war will pro- 
duce death, the fault rests with AmerUxi : 
solely W'iih her: she i.s the aggressor: ic is 
for her to say whether there shall be w'ar or 
peace. She has pas->cJ a non-i'mportntion 
act to compel ns to surrender our right of 
searching for our own seamen. She has 
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passed an act for the openly-avowed purpose 
of forcing us to Jo that ^ich would, in a 
short time, sap the foundahon of our naval 
power. This act she keeps in force ; and 
yet her interested pariizans cry out that we 
afc urging on a war with her. I care, coui- 
paritively, very little about the Orders in 
Council, as Ihr as they rchite to America. 
It is notorious that those Orders were not, 
and couid not le, the cause of the dispute, 
|ind the probable cause of war j and yet the 
partizans of America keep clamouring against 
that measure, as the sole cause of the war 
that they expect and dicad.— As in the 
case of France, so in that of America, 
to keep clamouring against war, is, in 
effect, to call upon England to submit 
to the demands of those powers. 1 have 
several times put to them this question, re- 
garding the dispute with America. “ Do 
you advise the ministers to give up to Mr. 
Jefferson the right of search for seamen 
Never can I obtain an answer. They talk 
'vaguely about a conciliating disposition and 
language. I’hcy talk about the amount of 
exports and imports j but never do they 
give me an answer. The exports and im- 
ports are, in my opinion, and for the reasons 
1 have given, of very little consequence to 
the strength and greatness and htqipiness of 
England } but, suppose one half of her 
comforts to depeu*! upon them j nay, sup- 
pose the whole of her comft)ris to be so de- 
pendent, the case repiainK the same ; for 
what our enemlbs, ntHiiral as well as belli- 
genont, demand of us is, a surreiid;r of the 
sole means of ninintaining our independence. 
If it be true, af\, is now reported, iliat ilie 
Americans are disposed to cease tlieii unjust 
demands and their hostile conduct, why, 
then, peace with them by all means, and 1 
have, for my part, no objection to the grant- 
ing of them commercial advantages, nor 
even to a relaxation, with respect to tKerii, 
in the execution of the Orders in Council 3 
but, so long as they persevere in showing, 
by opon acts, rheir unnatural and base par- 
tiality toward.-^ France, so long as they con- 
tinue to mako insolent demands upon us, so 
long am I for treating them with rigour. 
——If we are to have peace with America, 
however, we shall, I lepeat, have the pre- 
sent ministers to thank tor it. Had the 
concalers remained in power, viz^iust have 
had war j for, the Americans, when they 
h».l gotitMi from us the right of search for 
seamen, would have pul forward some new 
demanct ; and, the insolence of all their 
vile captains (by far the worst of all man- 
kind, as far^as my observation or hearing has 
gone), and all lUeit other agents and emis- 


saries and partizans, in every quarter and 
corner of the world, would have been such 
as the officers of the English navy never 
could have borne. In a, short time, there 
must have been war. The firmness of. the 
ministers, in this respect, is highly praise- 
worthy. 'The letter of Mr. Canning to the 
American plenipotentiaries clearly shews 
that he well knew whom he had to •deal 
w'ith; and, I am persuaded, that, though 
it has been loudly censured by Lord Gren- 
ville, it will heretifter be regarded a-, a model 
for those English ministers who shall Jiavo 

to deal Svilh the Ameiican States. Here, 

1 hope, we may say, that ^ve have done 
with the Orders in Council, that fcrlile 
soured? of parliamentary moiiuns and debates. 
But, I have a word or two to add 
second letter of my correspi^ndent, which 
was not received until alter the former part 
of this article was written. In my last, I 
had called upon him for his name, seeing 
that he had cluigod me with having declar- 
ed, that I uonld, when an opportunity of- 
fered, blotv up the flame of discord between 
the two countries. His answer to tlint call 
is this : ** You demand my name, but I 
am disposed to withhold it for the follow- 
*• ing reasons I have stated nothing as 
jhet, but w'hat rests on so firm a basis of 
“ notorious truth, thal it cannot be contra- 
'* dieted, nor docs it reejuire the sanction of 
a name. What you are pleased to call* a 
** fasc imlmlntiim," L have given as a 
** current repoil only, and ha\e qualified 
** my remarks on it with an if this be 
** ^'irnc.” 1 have not even xaid this n/' you, 
but to yon, giving you the alternative of 
suppression, if yon chose it, or of con- 
iradiction, if in your power, as I would 
willingly hope it is. As a man of up- 
rightness, therefore, I do not think I 
have taken a step which requires me to go 
“ torth from that privacy, which my ha- 
bits and disposition desire, ijor am 1 wil- 
ling to put it in your power to hold me 
up by name to all that observation and 
perhaps ridicule, which your laments 
kndV 0 well how to cast, whether justly 
or unjustly, upon your opponents." Ve- 
rily a most lame and paltry excuse ! A CMr- 
rent report I why, calling it a current report 
constitutes yoar oficoce. If you were to 
tell your neighbour, that it is currently re- 
ported that he is a thief, you would find 
that the subterfuge would not save; your ears 
or your purse, according to the mode of pro- 
secution which he might choose to adopt. 
As to the alternative which you left me, ix 
it not evident, that you intended the whole 
of your letter for publication ? Is it pot 
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evident, that you had, as one of your priii- foulest injustice, and who had the basenes*# 

ci pal objects, the intention of causing it to eveif in wh«it they ^Itlieir courts of justice* 

be believed, that 1 bad ntisrepre^entcd the to express their s^faetton at the prospect 

case of America, merely from motives of ! at seeing me blighted with misery, and 
private revenge, and that J was* doing no niy children begging th^ii* bread/* When 
inoreTthaii acting this seliish part in pursu- I. ft thern, I certainly did shake the dust oft' 
, ance of a pre-conceived and settled design ? iny shoes ; but, the only curse I piounijncv*d 
. Resides, supposing me to have *bcen nt upon them was this : May you have Jef- 
jiber^v, which I was not, to suppress ferson for a President and Rusli for a 

this part of your letter, and to publiftli the * Doctor !*' 

other parts of it, I could not suppress the Loan Wkt LRSLr.Y.— -The resolutions, 
Knowledge of it in my mind. If I which were moved, iu the House ot Coiu- 
believed yo//, I niust believe* one of the fit'e mons, by Lord Folkestone, and the discus- 
gentlemen (for there were no morj) who sion upon which terminated on the 15lh 
were my fellow passengers to England, to instant, produced, at last, a vote apoJogiz- 
he a scoundrel*; and, was it acting the part ing for his lordship's conduct; but, then, 
of “ a man of nprightnesa *' to expostLtbem that vote was proposed by Sir John Anstru- 

all to the eftects of my suspicions? If, iu ther. charges, prefc*r»ed against 

AafniTS^ five men, I assert that one of them, T.ord Wellesley by Mr. Pauli, every 0110 
without naming him, is 11 scoundrel, they has read. The proposed resolutions con- 
have all the same ground of complaint tained the substance of the Oude Charge, 

against me. 'ion, in efiect, name all niy They were all, except the last, put aside, 

fellow- passengers to me* and then you as- by one of those iw'in- brothers, Order-of^ 

sert, that one of them, whom you decline ike- day and Previous-qimtion, whicli seem 

to name, has said that, which, if he did say to stick by every succeeding ministry wdtii* 

it, i know to be false ; you, therefore, aro j as much staunchness as Alderman Shaw or 
guilty of the grossest iiijiHtico to wanls four, j Billy Raldwin. The last resolution, which 
at- least, of my fellow -passengers, and also , alone would have been hufticient for all the 
towards myself. The truth I boliovc to be, purposes, w’hicli the mover could have had 
that you never heard such a report as pr6)- j in tiew, was negatived) and when that 
residing from the sonreo, to which you pro ^ had been done, Sir John Anslruther movc?d, 
tend to trace it. I’hat the story has obtain- ** U'hat it appears to this house, that mur- 
ed currency I have no doubt, nor ami at . quW Wellesley, in carrying into exccu- 
all surprized tint it sliould. It is so natural (icm the laic arrangements in Oude, was 
for those who cannot answer one, who c.an- " actuated by an ardteiit ze^l for the public 
not deny the accasanoiis we prefer against ** service, and by the desire of providing 
them, to impute ns morivos ot spite, like “ more cftcctually for the prosperiiy, (lie 
the highwayman in Joe Miller, who threat- , ** defence, and the safety of ihc British 
cned to swear the |Waee against the judge, • " tenitorics in In.lia.*'— ^-So, Sir John 
seeing that he had ijbvioiHly a design upon calU the "taking of a kiiig’s dominions away 

hisiite. qiicsti(*n respecting A me- ’ from him an “ an angement does he? 

rica, Sir, I now regard as s/ith'd. J look . I'he word anayigment has lliis meaning in 

upon it as certain, that almohi the whole of 1 the Oriental Dictionary! I.rt no one 

tlifi people of England have now correct no- ' suppose this to be a triumph to the Welles- 
tions respecting tlie govcniment, the poo- L’v^, however. The motion was carried, 
pie, the means pecuniary and military, of 1 of course, by a great nrajority ; but, here 
the American States ; that they are decided- • is not a word of approbation) there is not 
ly of opinion, that war with that country is even a word of dejetice. There is only .an 
preferable to any . further concessipn, of apohgy, and just such an one as Pitt made 
whatever nature and however small in ? for his arf/p^//-minde(^" friend, the l>ord 
amount; and, to the producing of this state 1 Advocate of Scotland. The ministers would 
■^of the public mind, 1 have the satisfaction go no further ; and, the reader may be as- 
to believe, that J have contributed as tnucli sured, that they w'cre much bettor pleased 
as any private individual ever did contribute with Lord Folkestone’s Resolutions than 
towards the producing of any national eftl-ct ; the opj^oifition were. No, no : they like the 
a satisfaction, which 1 am free and forward Marquis very well where he is ; but, ths;y do 
to say, ik not at all diminished, but, on the not, I guess, want any of bis '‘ ardent ze^ '* 
contrary, greatly augmented, by the reflec- in their cabinet. Another question ik coming* 
tiou, that I have at the same timecontribut- 00 respecting the Nabob of Qndq ; and* this 
,ed towards humbling the pride of those, the miuistew will also like. They will like 
'vbo used their .power to treat me with the two or three, at least, of such questions. 
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rv'cry >X'intcr and spring. rTbey are siire^of 
Uje Marquis’s uttachmenfU for he is, espe- 
cially in politics, a very constant m^ii , and, 

1 hough thiugaare a little change J with him 
since ll)e time wherv he iiicd to make his 
lours ill India, and sail in barges like tliat of 
Cifopatra, he must have* in his past deeds, 
vast fund of pleasing reflection, and stand 
Ml no need of present employments. Mr. 
Gkokge Johnstone, whom the Morning 
("hronide, last year, reported to be dead, 
i'> I perceive still alive; and, he appears to 
liave spoken against the -MaripiiH, ihtiiigh 
lie has an ofHce of some sort (during plea- 
sure too) under the ministers. From this it 
]«! very easy to form a judgment as to what 
the wishes of the ministry were. The 
I ruth is, that the niiui lets wish to have 
Jlic support of the marquis and liis eleven 
fi lends in the parliament ; but, in the of- 
fices of state, they ran disper.'ie vvirh siu li 
support. They w'ill say, that be meant 
well j liiat he thought he was doing his best ; 
but there they will slop, and, 1 greatly 
coinnieiid their prudence. You hear peo- 
[ jo say, ** they must take in Lords Welles- 
“ ley and Melville, or they cannot go on.** 
flat these people do not s^m to consider 
.hat they have got Lmds Wellesley and 
.Melville by the firme-stof all possible holds : 
L mean, of cuiuse, the faithful attschment 
to principle of those noble lords. I’hey 
have them safe. 111 engage that nothing 
will .seduce them from the ministry; that 
is to say, as long^tis the*]dtter are found to 
Mieiit the keeping of their places, and the 
'uppon of so decided a majority in the Iw'o 

Houses of Parliament. As to the admi- 

i isiration of Lord«Wellesley, in India, we 
is.ive long been feeling its e fleet s ; but, we 
-frail soon see a little more of them than we 
I ;’ive hitherto seen. A committee is appoin- 
u I m inquire info the Kast-India Comfwnfs 
<\:i'nirs, of winch inquiry, I shall he dece»- 
\c i if the result be not a tieauj/ additional 
t. jT upon (he people (f EugUvuL 
lioilegy 2Atk March, 180 S. 

nr; FENCE 0;' Americ a. 

Sir, — In your ivgi.stcr of the 27th Feb. 
(p. 3.1.0) you make a *. .uiety of rcmaiks on 
the ()i’der.s in Council of NovtJiiihcr- 
a->ser!iiig as facts the vtuy rovciM^ of the 
ijuth, oti points of much imporirmco to 
v,)i;r gcricral ra-gnmenis. 1 have Vnited 
file appt a ranee of your succeeding register, 
111 hope that some tibler- pen wtudd con- 
tradict rho.e ra.sli a.-'sertion.s, but as that 
floes r iipptKir to be ihe case, I venture 
to do it, confuliag in your caiidoflr, .so iar 
us to admit my letter into yc.nr next num- 


ber.— I will first premise (to save you all 
the trouble of your usual ingenious con- 
jectures,) that J am infere.sted in a mercan- 
tile house, trading with the United States ; 
you shall therefore, if yofi please consider 
me, as counsel for the said States, but at the 
same time .grant me the indulgence, that is 
always conceded to counsel, that of con- 
vincing by evidence, and by fair argumq#>its 
drawn from that evidence.— In the paper 
alluded to, you say, The neutrals do 
submit’* (to the c^Jture by France of their 
ships bound to England) ** for neither of 
“ them jnake any public remonstrance, or 
protest against the Decrees of France.” 
You say thi.s, in the face of tte iiotorioBs 
fact, the immciKate explanation of tlie 
French decree, given by the Minister 
^bu*ine Decre.s, to the Amei lean envoy^^at^ 
Ians; of tlie equally notorious fact, that 
down to the date of our Orders in Council, 
no vessel has been (jj[)ndemned, either in 
France or S])ain for trading with England, 
and that only two iu^ta^ces had then occur- 
red, even of capture, one by a French, aiivl 
Another by a Spanish privateer, both of whicli 
were restored, though loaded with English 
goods and Engli.sh passengers. To this last 
case, I can speak from my own knowledge, 
and assert, in this public manner, that the 
American ship Shepherdess sailed from this 
port for New York, in the month of June ‘ 
last, loaded w^ith English goods, and having^* 
on board numerou.s English .passengers, that 
she was taken by a Spanish privateer, and 
carried into Rilboa, that the American resi- 
dent at Madrid immediately .interfered in 
her favour, that she was restored, (the priva- 
teer being condemned in costs,) and is since 
safely arrived at New Y"ork, the letter from 
her owners announcing that fact, now lying 
before me. 1 am well aware of the sub- 

terfuge re.sorte(l to by those, who defend the 
Orders in Council, — that Deeres* ifsjjnranccs* 
to Mr, Armstrong were only his opinion, but 
that ilie plain me.ining of the French decree, 
i‘'Sued at Rcrliii is, that all ships trading with 
Engluiul shall be made prize of. This is 
really pretending '* to know better than the 
Doctor,” for one w'ould naturally suppose, 
that tl’o opinion (/f a French minister, on a 
French decree (and still more the uninter- 
riioted^, course of acting thereupon,) was of 
Piu authority than that of an English law- 
)'er. As the case truly stood, the EVencJi 
blockade hud just as much effect on Etjgland. 
as the fonner title of King of France, main- 
tained by our monarch, had on the people of 
that country ; and i cannot help thinking, 
that as they l>bre this galling yoke, of a nse-* 
less^tiih.^. on our part, for agouci many years, 
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we afret halving suffered their empty block- 
ade, for a few months only, might have en- 
dured it a little longer, with those feelings of 
contempt, which it was alone calculated to 
inspire — I now come to the gross * mistate- 
ment you have made* of a plain njatter of 
tact. You say, (p. 3.^7) matters stood 
• ** previous to the Orders in Council, a ship 
load of tobacco came from America to 
** England with all the additional price,\vhich 
arose from the high insurance, occasioned 
“ by the danger of captur^n consequence 
of the French decrees 5 while another 
shipload of tobacco went to Franoe free 
from such hi^li price, because there was 
** Ilf) danger ot capture from us.*’ So far 
from this assertion beij)g tVue, the faet is, 
that it wholly otherwise. The premiums 
ol 'insurance through the year 1 607 up 
the news of the affair of the Chesapeake, 
were at peace rates, being only from 3 gui- 
neas down to 2 guineas ]^t cent, according 
to the season of the year, or the goodness of 
the vessel. 'Fhe house in which I am a part- 
ner, paid ill April, 1607, fttmi Ne^y York to 
TvOiidoii 2^ guivuias per cent, on one vessel, 
2 guineas on another ; in June, from New 
York to London 2-J- guineas, New York to 
Liverpool 2- guineas j in July, from New 
York to Tvondoii 2 guineas. These quota- 
tions are from actual policies, taken at ran- 
ddm from a bundle. During the same pe- 
riod, similar voyages from America to 
France were from .3 to 4 guineas percent, 
having always been about I guinea per cent, 
higher than to England, owing to the chance 
of their being detained by English ernizers, 
in which case underwriters are pretty gene- 
rally liable to pay some expenso.s. This 
statement will not, (bec«iuse it cannot) be 
contradicted, and I call on you to give the 
.same publicity to the truth, as you have al- 
Kmdy (unwittiuglyj I doubt not) given to 
the talseliQod. And it is but fair to observe, 
that this rate of insurance is a criterion, bet- 
ter than all other speculative deductions, from 
which to judge of the practical import of the 
tamous Berlin decree of Buonaparte.—-! have 
distinctly told you I am an interested^maii, 
and I have as distinctly told you, that I desire 
only to be believed, if my facts or my argu- 
ments deserve it. But, you. Sir, are also an 
interested person. You conceive yourself to 
liavo been personally ill treated in the Uni- 
ted States, and it is currently reported, that 
you said ,to a fellow-passenger with you to 
England, that yon hated the United States, 
and, that if ever an opportunity occurred to 
blow up the flame of discord between thetwo 
coifntries, you w^ould make the most of it. If 
fhisbc.triiC; S-ryouarongt^ very uninterested : 


party.yourself, and therefore, whfftcter yott 
say again.4t the Am^cans should be received 
with a greater camion, than that ^ovdd be, 
which a trader to America mi-.y offef in their 
favour, in the same degree as revenge is ge- 
nerally esteemed to blind men’s intellects 
more than their interest.— —I rely on youif 
inserting this letter in your next Register, 
^nd am. Sir, &c.— — A n Amrrican Mer- 
ciiAN-r. — M'u^ Broad Street, March 7,1808^ 


IMPORTATION OF PROVISIONS. 

Sir, The great and feeling interest 

which every individual lias in whatever re- 
lates to the plenty, and consequent cheap- 
ness of food, will form a .surticient apology 
for my addressing you upon the subject of 
your remarks upon Mr, Young’s letter, 
which you have published in yuur Register 

for the 2()th of last month. If you are 

correct in the conclusions you have drawn, 
and this country is independent of foreign 
supply for the subsistence of the people, per- 
sons of every party will have reason to re- 
joice ; but if you are in error, if our exist- 
ence depends upon an import of provisions; 
then .should a painful anxiety be felt, and 
men of every parly unite in endeavouring to 
discover the cause of this fearlul state of 
things, and to devise means to avert the ap- 
proach and weight of that distress, which 
may compel the country to listen to terms 
of peace, compromising the interest, tar- 
nishing the hwnor, apd even perhaps en- 
dangering the .'jafety of the niitron. — Should 
present abundance lead us to disregard the 
lessons of the past, it will be too Jal«.‘ to ap- 
ply a remedy when the pressure of dearth 
comes to be fell. I'he tremendous power, 
and unchecked tyranny of the enemy upon 
the continent, have closed all the corn ports 
of Europe against uh j and should we even 
remain at peace w'ith x\merlca, that country 
is uifable to supply the deficiency of a scanty 
crop. Thus precluded from all hope of er- 
fectual foreign assistance at the moment of 
distress, it becomes necessary to plan before- 
hand the means of so increasing our supply, 
as shall render the nation secure from the 
effect of an unfavorable season.— You con- 
fidently state, that wc export more human 
food than we import ; that our import of 
corh does not equal our export of other kinds 
of provision. 1 wish this ^Vere the fact. I' 
read your statement with an earnest desire 
to find it correct, but I fear, that when yon 
come to reconsider it, and to couple it with 
some observations I am about to make, you 
will be iiiidef the painful necessity of draw- 
ing a different roncliision. You calculate* 
that the population of Creat Brttaiii (11 mil? 



499] POLIt'lG AL REGI STER.'^ImporlatioH of Provisions, [500 


lions of people) are supported at an average 
cost of 4s.' a bead a or a weekly ex- 

pence of about 2 millions; which exceeding 
I he money amount of our imports, you con- 
clude, wc rely upon foreign assistance for 
only one fifty-second of our consumptipn. 
Ingenious and plausible as is this statement, 
the error of it is quickly discoverable by 
those who are acciuainted with the habits 
and food of the different parts of this island. 
—Excepting in years of extreme scarcity, 
the population of Scotland and the northern 
counties are supported without foreign as- 
sistance' upon barley and oaten bread, and 
that portion of the population which is sup- 
ported upon w'heat, and amongst whom the 
foreign importation is divided, cannot in 
any case exceed 6 millions, but is seldom 
mere than ?. Take it however at 8 mil- 
lions, and instead of any theoretical cal- 
culation of 4s. a week a head, let me put 
my statement into the quantity of wheat 
actually consumed and imported. It is 
universally allowed, that on an average on6 
individual with another w'ho cats wheaten 
bread, consumes a quarter of wheat a year. 
With the amount of the importation of bar- 
ley, peas, beans, and rye, 1 shall not trouble 
you, as it is inconsiderable, though a great 
quantity of oats have been usually im- 
ported. The importation of corn, on an I 
average of the last 5 years, ending with i 
January 1807, is 1,133,75/ quarters a year, 
upon your own premises of 1 1 millions con- 
suming wheat./. This** is less than a temli 
of the support of the people, or tlie con- 
sumption of full five weeks and a half ; and 
upon mine of only 8 millions, amongst whom 
the foreign supply is divided, it is more than | 
fk seventh, or the consumption of full seven | 
weeks and a half. Thus^ instead of relying \ 
upon foreign importations for one week's 
consumption, we depend, upon your own 
premises, for above five weeks, and upon 
mine for more than seven weeks and a half. I 
I can anticipate your objection to this cal- I 
dilation, namely, that ihis import is not all j 
in wheal.. Granted. But then Recollect, 
that I have not included tbo import of rye,, 
sneal, Indian corn, oatmeal, rice, Dutch 
cheese, hams, bacon, and very long, et 
cetera. Now rice alone in some years has 
been importe4 to the extent of above four 
bpndred, thousand huodred weight. Sjtill 
ypu may perhaps think I over-rate the 
Q*" rather proportion of imports; 
but should you think so. permit me to re^ 
iijiiiid you of the years 1 80Q and 1 801 . The 
Averaging of 5 years is very, good,* and ap- 
jpears fair upon paper, but it is^ not always 
\vairvaiUcd by practice ; ai\d 1 fed confident. 


I that you no more than myself, argue for the 
' vanity of victory,' but that we equally seek 
to discover truths, important to the best in- 
terests “of onr country. Now, Sir, we are 
considering the means of procuring the sup- 
ply of a commodity (human subsistence) 
which, from various causes, is of annual , 
produce, and 6f a perishable nature.— The 
produce of a plentiful year is little moreihan 
our annual coiuiimptiou, and will not dlow 
of being hoarded for any great length of 
time. Hence, t^iiough we have plenty this 
year, we are not secure from dearth the 
next. cThis was painfully felt in the years 
1800 and 1801. In 1300 we imported 
1,384,345 quarters of wheat 6fily. In 1801 
we imported 1,464,518 quarters of wheat 
only. This, upon your datum, is a cen- 
sumption of 7 weeks, and upon mineHTWr 
2 months, without reckoning the additional 
import of rice and other grains, which was 
a further subsistence of at least a fortnight ! ! 
or nearly one fifth of our consumption ! ! ! 
This is no theory, it is plain matter of fact, 
and the only consolatory answer wbicli can 
be given lo it, is that which you have of- 
fered, namely, that we export in ot-her ar- 
ticles an equal or greater quantity of human 
food. Yet, to support your answer, you 
instance only one kind of food exported, 
and that to only one p'ace — cheese to Ame- 
rica. Who ever heard of a ship load of 
cheese cleared out for America ? Yet it is 
common for ships to enter inwards from 
Holland wholly laden with cheese, butter, 

and hams. It is true, we export some 

provKsions to Guernsey, .Jersey, Gibraltar, 
our American colonies, the West Indies, our 
African settlements, aud the East Indies, as 
well as to Botany Bay } and while we retain 
these possessions, and pursue our present 
colonial system, we shall continue under the 
necessity of making this export. Indeed, 
as things are at present, the demand for pro- 
visions which causes and is supplied by this 
export, ought to be considered as part of the 
demand and consumption of the empire, as 
a consumption we cannot diminish, as a 
drain cud export we cannot lessen, and 
therefore as a lien upon our provision stock, 
which must, be reckoned in every calculation 
upon the subject, instead of a surplus capable 
of bping retained at home, aud applied to 
meet the deficiency of . a bad harvest. Had 
the sum of this expprt of provisions been to 
a. foreign country, your argument would 
have been good to the extent of sucK export ; . 
but excepting the article of cheese. and per- 
haps sorae.smail amount of Irish butter, I 
am not aware of any export of provisioo to 
foreign p^rts, of w'hich we could avail Qar« 
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selves in a season of scarcity and want.— — 
In addition to this general statement and 
reasoning, permit me to call your aUention 
to the history of oi:y: corn trade and laws for 
the last century. 

■ From 17O8 to 1773> the average export of 
• wheat was - - 222,121 qrs. yearly 

From 1710101760, the average export of 
all sv.rt.s of gi-ain was 0'00,000 qrs. yearly 
From 1700 to 1756, only two years oc- 
curred in which wheat was imported. 

From 1746 to. 1 765, bdth inclusive, the 
quantity exported exceeded the quantity im- 
ported by 6,649,609 qrs., or at the rate 
of - - - 332,480 qrs. yearly 

But from 3773 to 179&, we have on an 
average imported - 3r46, 374 qrs. yearly 

1795 to 1800, we have on an ave- 
rage imported - 617,369 qrs. yearly 

From 1600 to 1806, we have on an ave- 
rage imported the enormous quantity of 
V, 447, 500 qrs yearly 
And our export during these latter periods, 
or from 1777 to 1804, have been only 5,400 
qrs. yearly, and that small qiantity has 

been chiefly to our own colonies. By 

the foregoing table it appears, that from 
having a large annual export of grain en- 
riching the country, and affording security 
against every contingency of seasons, we 
have gradually become an importing nation, 
depending for a large portion of our subsist- 
ence upon foreign supply. For the last 40 
years we have been exchanging our gold and 
our silver for subsistence, and now a new 
order of things has arisen. It is now no 
longer a question of commercial policy ^ 
no longer a matter of profit and loss, whe- 
ther the past system is to be pursued. How- 
ever willing we may be to enrich other 
countries, to vivify the agriculture, and sli- 
inuiate the industry of other nations, \vc 
shall not be permitted to purchase theagri- 
cultural produce of the continent,. All the 
corn ports of Europe arc closed, and all the 
wealth of these islands will be unable to 
purchase a supply of food from the conti- 
nent. To such observations as I have been 
addressing you, 1 have not unfrfquently 
heard it remarked, ** wheat is only about 
70 s, a quarter.” So much the worse on 
every account : the price is too low to sti- 
mulate an increasing and productive tillage ; 
this low price deceives us into a dangerous 
security. Even suppose it to arise wholly 
from a.bountrful season, and in nothing to 
' result from the present com laws, still by 
next August or September it will be all con- 
sumed, and then a month’s bard min, or 
$h<9nld mildew Wight our crops in one week, 
what will be bur prospect ? how geper.ii 


will be the distress pressure of scarcity ^ 
to what country cafp'we look for aid ? Upon 
im|K)rt from America we cannot depend, 
even if we continue at peace with the United 
States. Thus, then, . it appears to me, that 
a due consideration of the subject brings the 
painful conviction, that we rely upon foreign 
import to an alarming and dangerous ^tent ; 
that from an export of six hundred thousand 
quarters of corn annually, we have gradual- 
ly come to recpiire an import of nearly a 
tniilion and a half of quarters ; that in years 
of scarcity wc depend upon foreign supply 
for nearly a fifth of our consumption, and 
that in ordinary seasons we depend upon im- 
portation for a seventh par^ of our subsist- 
ence. — Should these remarks be deemed to 
merit your attention, and the dangers which 
] fear await us, appear of sufficient moment 
to call for serious consideration and the ap- 
plication of an immediate and efficacious 
remedy, I will in another letter proceed to 
investigate the causes of this fearful state of 
tilings, and discuss the merits of the princi- 
pal le medics which have been proposed, and 
endeavour to suggest some further ones to 
the public notice.— —I am, your’s, Src.— — 

EnwAUD Wakevield Duke streetf 

Westminster, 14/A March, 1808, 

SINKING FUND. 

Str Your correspondent C. S. (p. 
938, vol. 12,) could not find any meaning 
in those pJansible’t* doubts, on which I 
ventured to ask for instnidtion, and which 
appeared in your llegister of I4th Nov. 
p. 766 5 but to assist my ignorance, he be- 
gins by charging me with, sinister desi^s, 
because “ I have dragged out Aw concluiiion.<i 
before your readers, and left behind the 
curtain those of Mr Pitt and Lord H. 
Petty,** as if such words might not have 
been omitted forsake of brevity, and of the 
adage, nullius in verba. C. S. bad reduced 
their poetic calculations into a prose brief, — 
he adopted the proof not withdut contempt 
of theit authors ; and now lie flies to his 
deified name for shelter from ^ the rule of 
three. His quotation^ of Lord H. Petty's 
quotation of Mr. Pitt’s second -sight was 
needless, for every stock-holder had by 
rote h^w that angel confessed what he/arc- 
sGir; (timely and well-acted confession) 
that a nation, out of debt, must be in the 
high road to bankruptcy. C. S. goes on to 
dissipate my doubts thus : (p. 040) ''*Un- 
questionably they are ignorant of the ef- 
fecis of competition and capital,, who 
doubt 4be extent of the rnischiefs that 
mmt result from the cowpe/i/ieni 'of (k'O 
niiiligiis with a capital of ICK) mtUioiis/* 
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It is not to the purpose. I expressed no a society of Irish, who love him because 
doubt of aiiy such thing.V What I said was, loves his own country in earnest^ whelhei* 
that if I he bOO millions ob discharged, I'y the Sinking Fund can by any contrivance 

means of ihe Sinking Fund, that such com- take up a single* debenture out of the mar-* 

petition cannot exist, on any addition to ket until it takes the value of that debepturs 
the circulating capital; therefore, your t’tt/ o/'ciVcez/a/iotz, or if 140 millions of debt 
rtirrespondeat’s colloquy between Jacobin already paid off, were gathered out of 

and Solomon, setting the 'I'haines on lire, pocket where that siini was not. As to C. 

and his nine times quoted phrase of Pitc*s, are 8, notable remedies for the ruin now hr full 

all alike irrelevant, tie says, (p. ydl) now march, viz, “ to take peace any how— to 

“ that the extensive calamiiies of a SUDDEN surrender the naval dominion— to go 
** extinction" (impossible) ** of the debt back to whertl^ our forefathers left us — 
is admitted on all hands ! !" Ilow', a cer- to teach our population the use/of arms, 
tain consequence to follow impossible pre- ** and agriculture * to oiir soldiers, Ac. 8cc.** 

niises ! No, — but if it be extinguished by (p. Q47) I only say, that it; is a pity he 

means of the Sinking Fund, which must omitted the plan of that law giver called 

take up before it |)ays down, I doubted Gonsalez in the '1 empest,— “ I would by 

if that competition is possible. The trus- “ contraries execute all things — n o traffic 

tees to the Sinking Fund have taken up would I admit, — no magistrate , — letteks 
suppose 140 iniliioiis of the ()00 of debt. should not be known,— poverty, riches, 
I ask did the money which they paid away ^Wione, — bounds of land, vineyard, olive, 
for those 140 * millions, cncrease the cir- none, — no use q^t* metal, wine or oil, — 
culaling capital or not ? If it did, his pre- no occupatiion, — ^all men idle,— all,— and 
misesare false, and if not his concIu^ions ** woman 'too, but innocent and pure, — 
are false. C. S. asserts, that, “ anomiual treason, t knife, gun, or use of any 
enorease has the same effect on real mo- engine, would I not have, — but nature 
ney as a real encrease could have, and ** should bring forth all abundance to feed 
all he contends for is that it must no- my innocent pef)ple." — C. S. concludes, 
minally encrease to the amount of the show 2/5 that up real or nominal . increase 
debt, and therefore that the real de- '' will take place if Ihe national debt be 
preciation must be in the proportion paid, and then we shall con tess our error, 
** which the debt bears to the circulation." but till then we maimain, Ac. Ac.** It iS 
This is i rrelcvant, unless it contemplates not reasonable for a professor of prophecy 

p.iyment of ihe debt wi^/ioui the aid of taxes, to throw the burden of* proof upon his 

and that the debentures in circulation ate no ignorant audience. It calls to mind honest 
part (real or nominal) of the circulating Swift's Tale of a Tub, and Lord Peter’s argu- 

capital. It has no effect on (he doubts ment, to prove that tho bread which he 

which I have sng^csied in a single sentence, gave his brothers for dinner, was not bread, 
that payment ot the (kX) millions of debt by but mutton. — lam. Sir, Ac. — O sgur. 

means of the Sinking Fund, which is in fact 

/•?/ weans of taxes taken out of the Circulating Ireland, 

Capital, cannot produce any inciease what- Thus should all our efforts be directed 

ever. C. S. continues (page y43) W'e to render the Irish willing, by makine 
** contend for the nominal increase on the them comfortable subjects; then shall 
well ascertained ground that if we expend we most effectually have succeeded in 
the iflentical in the market 10 times ** opening their eyes to the evils they .have 
over in one day, we have nominally sent " invariaWy suffered, by yielding to seduc* 
diW in that day, and therefore* depre- tipi> ; then shall we have made ihe })eople 
ciated the value of money as much as if ** loyafr from , the only principle that can 
we had actually sent ^'luo at one time." make loyalty sincere/vi^orous, or ration* 

1 know not how such axiom is applicable, or ** al ; a conviction that it 1 $ their true inte* 
w»ell-ascertained,** and confess I have my rest. The landed gentlemen of Ireland 
doubts of its truth.— His third sub-division can alone impart this conviction, for 
asserts that my notion" is old, ^ihougti through them only can the ]ow^*r ordera 
in his first page he says that if.il be truly estimate the value of the government un<* 
“just, it i.s really new,"— but be it old or ^‘der which they live; froniihe^ must 
Slew, I intreat Mr. Cobbctc himself Id inform originate those pomforts on w'bicb. that 

conviction depends; they alone can de^ 

* 1 liave no means of ascertaining this ** stroy the facility of seduction ; they alone 
sum— and wish Mr. Cobbett may* correct it, can remove the disorder for witn them 
lost view ef it, isof gijeai importance, lien ihe disease and the nlnedyi twd that 
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remedy consists in* a fair and jujit com* 
mutation of ty thes, in ll»e grant of fi pub- 
lic maintenance Jbr the Catholic and Pres- 
byterian clerg 3 % ill a diminution of absen- 
tecs>/ and an increased attention on the 
part of resident landlords, to the weltare 
and happiness of their tenantry. What 
the clergy can do to eifect such desirable 
ojjj^ects they will do, provided the geiitle- 
ilien of landed property shew no disposi- 
tion to relieve one class at the expence of 
another; wkh the landli^rds therefore, it 
lies to awrt (he evil day from Ireland, 
and from the em|'»ii‘e; they algne are 
competent to save both. Need I urge 
them more*— ’lis time that they awake 
from a lethargic inactivUy ; *tis tiin^^ that 
they look the state of Ireland t'aivly in (he | 
faCitn and for their own sake at least, en- 
deavour to alter a line of conduct, which 
has stamped that face with features so ex- 
pressive of ill usage and mismanage- 
ment.’* • 

Sir, 1 have taken the above extract 

from an excellent Pamphlet, recently pub- 
lished in Dublin, entitled '* An Empiiry into 
•* the History of Tylhes, with a plan for 
-modifying that system, and providing mi 
adequate maintenance for the Catholic 
and Presbyterian Clergy,” which 1 se- 
riously recommend to the perusal of all 
members of parliament, or other hereditary 
oi: accidental counsellors of state, and inte- 
gial parts of the government, as a work re- 
plete with valuable information, ck*ar rea- 
soning and dispassionate statement; and, 
theretore, of particular use, -when, as in all 
probability there will be, a talk in parlia- 
ment about I rehnd and tythes, it is indis- 
pensibly necessary for the members to get a 
luncheon of iiifurmntion on these subjects, 
(for the pamphlet is too short to constitute a 
full meal) ; to the spread of instruction upon 
these interesting points, it would be injus- 
tice not to confers that your- valuable Regis- 
ter has greatly contributed. If 1 do not 
mistake, you were the very first who detect- 
ed the trick of the Protestant country geut]e- 
men (whom you most properly designated as 
the keenest set in the world) and exposed it 
as it deserved to be exposed^ Trust me, Mr. 
Cobbett, till thatraceof Centaurs is regene- 
rated — till their bestial is converted intq^ ra- 
tional, neither* Catholic emancipation, nor 
commutation of tyilie^ will ever -work the 
great work pf peace. Till lend is let al such 
rates as wil) enable the tiller to feed, clothe, 
and educate his family, the Irisli peasantry 
inijst remain Ignorant, naked, and wretched. 
Juis well observed by a very ingenious cor- 
Wpoud^l of yofm, tl^jL there are piU- 


I " cjiiefs in Ireland, which no legislative in* 
lerferehce can rc^lich.** He is right, and th« 
rapacity of squii es of all and their sys- 

tematic grinding of the poor, is one of these 
mischiefs. Our whole Irish represen tatioft 
consisting of one hundred wise and well in- 
formed gentlemen, who, as Ponlenelle saltt 
of the hYench academicians, ont Pesprit 
^ comme qiiatre,” joined to the equally wtsis 
and well informed representation of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Wales, could not, I will 
venture to say, in their unifc;d wisd<»m, de- 
vise any law competent to remove this evil. 
It is intertwisted with the very fibres of n 
squire's nature : be imbibes it from his mo- 
ther, and his father inculcates it nlpng with 
the alphabet and the multiplication table*-— 
This is thejiarty in Ireland that is most for- 
midable to the real prosperity of the roon- j 
try; this is (he sour halm that IciU ens the; 
lower classes into turbulence; these are the ' 
people that Mr. Grattan should have pointed 
his rhetorical rockets against : he humm'd . 
and he ha’cl, and he see-sawed himself into 
a very pretty sort of an oratorical rage 
against a French party ; but he should have 
been coolly indignant against the squires, , 
and proved plainly and simply that they are 
the fountain head, from whence ihere^l wa- 
ters of bitterness flow, and that if they were 
but commonly just to the most grateful, no- 
ble hearted people in the world the Irish, 
the French party might either dwindle into 
dancing masters and 4'PntIsts, or go to Ame^ 
rica and debate with closed ^oors (and win-^ 
dows too) upon the propriety of going with-, 
out great coats and breeches, by way of dis- 
tressing the Yorkshire clothiers. What 
wretched shuffling and twisting and tempo- * 
rizing is this ! Will members of parliament 
for ever come forward and stigmatize the 
Irish as idle, rebellious and ungrateful, and yet 
conceal die real caiscs of these curses ; the 
wretchedness entailed upon the Irish by 
the landed proprietors. One honourable gen- 
tleman makes a very neat speech, and attri- 
butes ^11 the disturbances to the tythes ; 
these are* tlieGrattamtes. Another tells the 
house that the Pope, poor man, is at the 
bottom of the riots. I’liese .ire the Redes- 
dalites ; but, I have yet heard no antisquiru- 
list get up in his place, and declare boldly 
and honestly that the distractions of Ireland 
arise froip the exorbitant price of land, the 
thuinbscrewing of rack rents, and its ruinous, 
impolitic, and inhuman expedient of refu^ng 
leases, disallowing the tenants right, and en- 
hancing the rate of farms by the horrid ex- 
pedient of qaniing. Ry such infamous con^* 
duct on (he part of the laiidcd pnqirietors, 
the whole population of the country are aRf ^ 
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Hated. All tbe bond# that bind tnfin to 
man, and men to their native land are 
,anapi>ed in twain ; the permeating principles 
oflocai attachment, that like the roots of the 
pine, make their way through the hardness 
of the barten mountain, and bind the tree 
«ven to the naked rock, are rudely extirpa- 
ted. Home, that dear delightful refuge of 
the human heart, is denied to the poor Irish- 
man, — he may be turned from one moment 
to another from tbe hut he has reared, ^and 
the garden he has planted. And, yet this 
creature whopa the Almighty endowed with 
every noble propensity, and generous feel- 
ing, shall be stigmatized as iuncntely savage, 
intemperate, and intractable, because he 
turns upon the curs that are hunting him to 
desperation, and refuses to lick the hand 
that is raised to scourge and to torment him. 
This, Mr. Cobbett, is the truth>-*and till tbe 
truth, be told in and out of parliament, 
things will proceed as they have done, most 
disastfously.^ I really congratulate the coun- 
try that there is one channel yet left for the 
dissemination of truth — the Political Register 
1% that channel. I will not pretend to assert 
that you are always right, but this I will af- 
firm from a long acquaintance with the PoU- 
ticsi Register, that it contaius more truth in 
the publications of one month, than the 
whole tribe of newspapers in one yearj and 
I am rejoiced that you give a column now 
and then to the affairs of Ireland; they are 
indeed in a perilous st^nte ; but as the author 
from whose pamphlet I have quoted, well 
observes, with the landlords it lies to avert 
'' the evil day from Ireland, and from the 
empire 3 Uiey alone are competent to save 
both.** I miy trouble you hereafter with 
ipme further oblervations upon this subject, 
and throw out some hints upon the education 
of squires, which might if adopted by their 
sires and dams, prove eminently useful to the 
future breed. Ireland is of vital consequence 
to Great Britain, and recent events have only 
confirmed the observation of Sir Richard 
Cox, in the dedication of his history to Wil- 
liam and Mary", after stating that Ireland fiad 
cost their predecessors an unspeakaoV man 
of blood and treasure,— but no cost can be 
too great where the prizjp is of such va- 
fue, and whoever consideis the sttuatton, 
ports, plenty, and ott'cr advantages of 
Ireland, will confess that it mtist be re- 
** tained at what rate soever, because, if it 
** would come into tbe enemies liands^£ng« 

** land would find it impossible to flourisb, 

** and periiaps to subsist without it.**— I re- 
maic', &c.— Malb.— 


TITHKS. 

$iK i— Among the many letters which J 


have appeared ip your Register on varioua 
subjects, one in your last, signed J. P. D. 
has, f confess, excited not a little ^surprise 
in my mind. — My object in addressing you 
(and I cbnfess I do it Svith diflidence, be- 
ing the first time I have ventured to write, 
Mr. Cobbett) is to notice tbe fallacy of 
J. P. D.*s statement with respect to tithes 
and their influence on religion ; and Jp ask 
whether yon seriously think the churches 
are deserted, and the established religion 
sufiered to declire from any such cause? — Is 
it possible, Sir, such a delusion can have 
siK'ces^ully palnncd itself on J. F. D.*s imagi- 
nation? Or, is notit moie probable that he has 
taken this ground, knowing how soon, above 
othen causes, a religious outcry will have ef- 
fect. It surely cannot l>e difficult to irac® 
the desertion of our churches to soine otLtr 
cause. It arises out of the palpably notorious 
negligence of so many of its clergy. 1 know 
tbe objections that exist against such an opi- 
nion, but I also know that you and all otiier 
honest men, Mr. Cobbett, must conclude, 
that whilq^ the majority, or at least a large 
proportion of the church clergy are deficient 
in their duty to the people committed to 
their charge, the nature and unavoidable 
consequence is, that the people, in their turn, 
should fall short in the respect due only to a 
man worthy of the office he sustains ; and it 
must be equally clear, that where tbe min in- 
ters of religion fiiil to stimulate by their own 
energy and example, the religion of those 
under Ibeir care will soon degenerate into 
nothing but the name. Such being the case, 
it is to this cause principally, and not to the 
obnoxious nature of tythes, we are to ascribe 
the decline of our established religion, and 
the desertion of our church. I would be un- 
derstood to mean, by ihe word “ establish- 
ed,’* the form of religion in use with the 
church of England ; for the assertion that 
real religion is on tbe decline, if your corre- 
spondent means real religion by the terms 
used, 1 can by no means admit. On the 
cqntrary, I fifn^ly believe it to be increasing. 
—4 do not intend entering more on this part 
of his<Ietter, for in that case I should eitpect, 
if you deemed my letter worthy any notice, 
you would declare your publication ndt the 
veliicle of religious communications, and 
very properly j but I could not read J . F. D*s 
statements ^thool a few remarks on their * 
fallacy, as for as they refer to Ihe point I 
have noticed; and though you may not ad- 
mit remarks 00 religious topics to swell your 
pagesgcnerally, I haveread your Register long 
enough toknowhow willing you arealw^ays to 
expose error yourself, as ^1 as affiird qthera 
the opportunity of doibg^t. 1 would also 
say trow words on another asseriiou in the 
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same letter.*-*^. P» D. has saidj tluit ixrere 
the tithes abolished. Old England would 
from that circumitance become happy, 
prosperous, and thriving,” that our gra- 
naries would alwaytf be Ailed with tx^rp,” and 
that, 'under any circumstances, we should 
• never need the aid of importation.,. And is 
this great and wonderful change to be ef- 
fected hy taking from the church its tenths 
of the produce of the land, and giving, the 
value of that tenth in some other way ? 1 

do heartily join in (hat gef^tleman'a jealous 
hope, but 1 would suggest that such an event 
from such a cause may never take plaqp. No, 
Sir, whoever may live to see this country 
again prosperous and thriving,** will wit- 
ness much more important changes th^n the 
abolition of ty thes : he will see our satesmen 
breathing the spirit of public virtue > he will 
see no factious op|K>sition to those statesmen, 
because one set are in power and the other 
out ; pensions and places will be done 
away ; and a due regarft paid to the coun- 
try's rights. He will see the taxes of his 
country lessened or more equally ^imposed ; 
the national debt diminished, and our dig- , 
nity, as a great and independent nation, 
proudly maintained. He will see a parlia- 
ment pure and independent; its seats oc- 
cupied according to the laws j and every 
member bearing Within himself the spirit of 
impartiality, deciding according to the dic- 
tates of a conscientious, upright Judgment, 
and not, as now, ^either indolently or inten- 
tionally giving his yea or nay to enactments 
agreeably to the side he sits on in the house. 
—I would not now. say rtiuch on the justice 
or injustice oi the mode adopted in collect- 
ing the tithes j I am afraid with J. F. D. 
that too generally it is oppressive and vexa- 
tious : but surely ill the instance he has ad- 
duced his friend could have easily gained 
ample compensation by other means than 
recnoast ranee for so wanton an . insult, so 
flagrant a breach of equity and justice. — ^The 
.bws of this country must be defective in- 
deed, if they permit such an outrage against 
socie^' without prodneiog adequate punish* 
ment to prevent its repetitioo ; and if they 
do provide such a rem^y, there must have 
been some defect on the part of F. D.'s 
friend, who could refrain uom bnogingsoch 
an offender ooder its operation. *-4.have^y- 
self known instances where much ill will 
has arisen on the subject of tithes, but in 
many of them (I mean where the incum- 
bent has coUecte<l them himself) it bail its 
.origin with the- person from whom the tithe 
was due, ami eof with the person claiming 
iti— 1 confine m%^lf^ of course, to England 
in my remarks, I am unacquauitcd ut; 


terly, with this subject as it regards Irelgtidj 
ahnough I have always undersrood ev$ry 
thing that has appeared in the Register pok 
this point, (far as my recollection will cart^ 
me) exc^ept the letter of. J. F. D. to refjer 
only to the sister kingdom.-*-! am, &c.— « 

S. A.— Zoasfon, ISiA Fd\ 1606. » 

> 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

*£ttGi.AVo ANO Convention le* 

tweiM his Majesty and the King of Swedem 
. — signed at Stocmolm on tke Ftbrua^ 
ry, 1808 . 

The consequences of the treaty of Ulsit, 
between Russia and France, unfolding them- 
selves more and more, in iuch a uranner as 
to threaten Sweden with a speedy invasion, 
for the purpose of enforcing her to accede to 
the French system ; and his Swedish majesty' 
finding himself therefore under the necessi- 
ty of bringing forward, to resist its effects, 
a greater force than he has at his ordinary 
disposal, his Britannic m.'ijesty, animated 
with the constant desire of contributing Co 
the defence and security of his ally, and of 
supporting him, by every means, in a war, 
undertaken for the mutual interests of both 
states, has determined to give to his Swedish 
majesty an. immediate aid in money, as being 
the most prompt and efficacious, to be paid 
from time to time at fixed periods; and their 
majesties having judged it expedient, that a 
formal convention with regard to their reci- 
procal intentions, in this respect, should be 
concluded, they have lor this (purpose named 
and authorised their respective plenipoten- 
tiaries; that is to say— in the name and on 
the part of his majesty the king of the Uni- 
ted kingdom of Great Briti^inand Ireland, 
Edward Thornton, Esq. his envoy extra- 
ordinary and Minister plenipotentiary to 
his majesty the King of Sweden ; and in 
the name and on the part of his majesty 
the'>King of Sw'eden, the Baron D*£hren- 
heim, president of his chancery, and 
commander pf his order of the polar star, 
who, after having communicated to each 
other th^ir respective full powers, have 
agreed upon the following* articles 
Article. I. His majesty the king of the 
United kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland engage that there shall be paid to 
his Majesty the King of Sweden the sum 
of twelve hundred thousand pounds ster- 
ling, in equal instalments of one hundred 
thousand pounds sterling each, per tnot\th, 
beginning w'ith the month pf January^ of 
the present year inclusively, and tocoutinuO 
suCcesivety ia the courcc of each mouth, 
the first of Vhich instalments shall be paid 
on the ratification uf the present convention 
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by bis Swedish majesty.-- -II. His majesty 
the King of Sweden engages on his part to 
employ the said sum in putting into mo- 
tion, and keeping on a - re.spectab]e es- 
tablishment, all his land forces, and such 
part as shall be necessary of his fleet, and 
particularly his flotilla, in order to oppose 
the most cfl*ectual resistance to the com- 
mon enemies. — 111. Their said majesties 
moreover engage to conclude no peace, or 
truce, or convention of neutrality, with 
the enemy, but in concert and mutual 
agreement. — TV. The present convention 
shall be ratifled by the two high contracting 
parties, and its ratification shall be ex- 
change at London within the space of 
six weeks after the signature of the said 
convention, or sooner if it can be done. 
•^Separate Article, The two high con- 
tracting parties have agreed to concert, as 
soon as possible, the measures to be taken, 
and the auxiliary succours to be stipulated 
tor, in the case of a war actually taking 
place between Sweden and the powers 
her neighbours ; and the stipulation wdiicli 
may thence result shall be considered 
as separate and additional articles to tliis 
convention, and shall have the same force 
as if they were word for word inserted 
therein. — — 

PoRTUG\L.— Prot7flWi//;o« hvicdfrom the 
Office of the Seiretafy of State for the 
Ajjalrs of Portugal, hated Lisbon, Dec, 
4, 1807. , 

The rulersF of this kingdom being in- 
formed, within these few days, that the 
prices of some articles of the first neces^-ity 
h..d been raised lo an exorbiifliit price, or- 
der the Senate to check every excess which 
may in this respect take place, with all due 
vigilance and severity, in order that, with- 
out the authority of government, and with- 
out the most urgent motives, the prices of 
provisions must not be raised) and the Se- 
nate will, by proclamation, make this 
known. — In prompt obedience to this in- 
Juction, the Senal** hereby ordains, that no 
person of any class or condition whatever, 
shall raise the prices of all or any articles of 
the first necessity, beyond the rate at which 
such article, or any of them, were sold on 
the 28th of Nov last. — And whoever shall 
transgress this order shall incur n penalty of 
8000 reis, and he confliied in prison, where 
he shall remain ten days for the first offence, 
and for the second such penalties shall be 
doubled, and such person to be prohibited 
from opening a shop, or to sell any article 
whatever, ' &c. &:c.--(Signed) ^Fkancisco 

PS MeNOEVZ CaRRAISE iVluLLOf 

Rome.— of the Sf'cretan/ of State 


Cardinal Cassofd» Doled Rome Feb, 2, 
1808. 

His Holiness Pius VII. being unable to 
conform to all the demands made on him by 
the Frendb government,*^ and to the extent 
required of him, as it is contrary to his sa- 
cred du^es, and the dictates of his con- . 
.science j and being thus compelled to sub- 
mit to the disastrous consequences ^icli 
have been threatened, and to the muitaiy 
occupation of his capital, in case he should 
not submit to anch demands Yielding, 
therefore, in all humility* of heart, to the 
inscrutable determinations of the Most High, 
he places his cause in the haud.s of the Al- 
mighty ; and being unwilling* to fail in the 
essential obligations of guaranteeing the 
rights of bis .sovereignty, he has command- 
ed IIS to protest, and formally protSts in 
his own name, a.s well as in that of his suc- 
cessors, against any occupation whatever of 
his dominions, being desirous that the rights 
of the holy chair .should remain, now and 
henceforward, nninjured anil untouclied. 
As the vicjfr on earth of that God of Peace 
wno taught by his divine example humility 
and patience, he has no doubt, but his most 
beloved subjects, who have given him so 
many repeated proofs of obedience and at- 
tachment, will make it their peculiar study 
to preserve peace and ttanqnillity, private 
as well as public, which his Holiness exhort?, 
and expressly commands $ and that, far from 
committing any excesses,, they will rather 
respect the individuals of a nation, from 
whom, during his journey, and stay in 
Paris, he received so many.flattering testi- 
monies of devotion and rcgaid. 

Westphalia. — Royal Detree, Ly which it 
is ordered that the English Goodit found at 
Marburg fihall be publicly burned, 

Wc, Jerome Napoleon, &c. on the 
report of our minister of justice and af- 
fairs of the interior, have decreed, and dt) 
decree as follows : — Art. 1. The English 
commodit’.cs, which, by orders of the pre- 
fect of the Wirra, were seized on the liit 
instairt^ at Marburg, and which have 'been 
ascertaUied to be English manufacture by 
the merchants and assessors of the deputa- 
tion of commerce appointed to make the 
inqi>iry, and by the printed t^otices of the 
commercial house of Wendeker and Co. at 
Wetzlar, shall be forth with burnt in the pub- 
lic places at/Marburg.— Art. H. Qur mi- 
nister of justice and the aflairs of the in- 
terior Is commissioned to carry into rxecti- 
tion the present decree, which shall be ir« 
serted in the bulletin of laws.— Given tn 
our royal palace at Cassel, the 5th of Feb.> 
1808^ and it^tbe2d year of our reign. 
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As to the Petition, of which the Sheridans' advertisement talks, nothing can be a more gioss decepikfti. 
There IS no foundation for a petition; there is even no pretended foundation. The Sheridan* well 
know, that it is impossible for any candidate to obsenc the laws of election more strictly than Lord 
Tophiane has observed them. He desfnses, as all his friends do, the base and contemptible ^empt here 
made to cast an aspersion upon hk character. The whole is an impudent attempt at imposition* It is a 
trick whereby to get money to be poclceied by the parties. Let the contrivers be prepareds however, for 
a revival of the Bubject."-^-vr^^L*'''>^AL RaaiiTLa, Vol. Xl.page 975. 

5133 — — 


SUMMARY OF POLITICS. * 

WfiSTMINSiTEK ELECTION. — At the 

place, in the Register, above referred to, 
beginning at page 973 , is the whole history 
of the promised Petition against Lonl Co- 
chrane** return, which petition hns new 
seen its end. it will be remembered, that, 
just after the Westminster contest was over, 
there was a meeting cal^d, by the Sheridans 
and their friends, through the means of a 
public advertisement ; that, at this meeting, 
the celebrated Mr. John Fiiost was a lead- 
ing man, and that his health was given as a 
toast, by the elder Sheridan at one time, 
ahd by the celebrated Peter Moorb at ano- 
ther time; that, at the aforesaid meeting, 
of which Peter was chairman, it was re- 
solved to raise money, by public subscrip- 
tion, for fhe purpose of prosecuting an ap- 
peal to parliament a^inst the return of Lord 
Cochrane; and, 4t is well known to all thoi»e 
who had an opportunity of hearing the lan- 
guage of the Sheridans and their friends, at 
that time, that they, in the most unreserved 
manner, asserted, that they were able to 
prove, that Lord Cochrane had been guilty 
of bribery, and that they staled one particu- 
lar instance, wherein he gave an elector the 
sum of two guineas for his vote, f have 
referred to the passage, wherein I contra- 
dicted these assertions, in print; but, so 
well had the base tricksters, the green- room 
gang of impostors, the vile befd of divert- 
ing vagabonds; so well had they devised 
their scheme of calumny, and so industrious 
had they been In the execution of itT^hat, 
almost every person. With whom one spoke 
upon the subject, appeared to believe, tliat 
Lord Cochrane would be ousted in conse- 
quence of the petition. Nay, sucl^ an 
extent did thia belief exist, that ^some of 
the EleOlors have had several meetings# in 
order to ^omo to a resolution wpecting the 
nomination of a person to be dtoen In the 
room of Lord Cochrane, the vriit for which 
they expected about tto tenth day of this 
present month of April* Just' as this 


was going forward, out came the fbllowihg 
laconic report of the proceedings in the 
House of Commons, touching the matter 
in question. On Thursday, the 24th of 
March, '' The Speaker informed the House, 
that, as Tuesday last had been appointed 
for taking into consideration the petition 
complaining of the last election and return 
for Westminster, and the right horn Ri* 
chaid Btinsley Sheridan had not appeared 
by himself, his counsel, or agents, with- 
in one hour after the time fixed for taking 
the same into considciation, he had cer- 
ti/led such default to the Court of Exche^ 
quer, in order to the recovery of the re* 
cognisances Tims has ended this 
long promised petition ; thus are the greqa- 
room impostois exposed, for tlie thousandth 
time, to public contempt ; and thus arc the 
calumnies, invented and propagated for the 
purpose of blastiug the character of an lio- 
nourable man, tbiown back^in the teeth of 
those from whom they had proceeded* 
But, it is right that the now undeceived 
public should be informed of some of the 
silent proceedings of Messrs. Shetidan, 
Fiest,, and Moore, a trio not, perhaps, to 
be matched in his Majesty's dominions.— 

In the business of the election, Messrs. 
Dawson and Wratislaw of Warwick 
Street, Golden Square', were Lord Co- 
chrane's agents. Mr. Wratislaw, to whom 
the business relating to the petition was more 
particulajrly committed, always was of opi- 
nion, that the Sheridans, notwitbskindfng 
the impoitant support of* the celebrated Johiir 
Frost, would not proceed to" trial, and, 
therefore, he delayed, till the Inst moment, 
the conmltation of counsel. On Saturday, 
however, previous to the day appointed for 
the ballot, he delivered' his brie/s to Mr. 
Dallas and Mr. Warren. On the next day 
(Sunday), the celebrated John Frost, alid, 
after him. his most wortbpr associate, Peter 
Moore, addressed very avil not& to Mr.' 
Dawson, w^, of course, delivered them 
to Mr. Wnmslaw, and the latter expressed 

R 
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his resQlatipn not to suffer a compromise 
upon any account, notwithstanding his very 
exalted opinion of the powers of the cele- 
brated John Frost. ^ On the Monday ensuing 
Mr. Wratislaw called upon tlie worthy Peter 
he (Moore) being confined by indis- 
position; and, at a conference with Moore 
and Frost, it was proposed by them, that Mr. 
Moore should be the nominee of his 
friend the Right ITonourabJe Richard 
Brinsley Sheridan; that he should arrange 
with the nominee of Lord Cochrane in 
striking the committee; that the petition 
should be opened ; that the counsel for the 
Right Honourable Sheridan should say, tho^t 
facts existed to warrant it, hut that witnesses 
were absent; and that the committee would, 
thereupon, report to the House, that Lord 
Cochrane was duly elected, and that the 
petition was NOT frivolous and vexatious. 
But, Mr. Wratislaw, who felt, doubtless, 

* that tli« honour of Lord Cochrane (who had 
- reposed implicit confidence in him) was an 
object of far greater consequence than the 
seat in parliament, though for the first, and 
the only independent, city in the kingdom, 
refused all compromise, and left the cele- 
brated petition framers to pursue their own 
course. On the day appointed, he attended 
the House of Commons with Messrs. Dallas 
and Warren ; and, after waiting the whole 
hour out, heard the order discharged. The 
subsequent proceeding against the petitioner 
and his sureties^ the reader is informed of; 
and, :1 think, he will be of opinion, with 
me, that if ever forfeiture was justly incur- 
red, this is a case of that description.—— 
There never wa8«a fouler calumny than that 
which these people have propagated against 
Lord Cochrane. His Lordship was particu- 
larly scrupulous with respect to the money- 
matters of the election. He said to his 
agents : *** you know what is lawful, and 
** what is not lawful, therefore, to you and 
you only, 1 leave the expenditure." He 
emptied hia pockets of all money, and of 
210 repast, paid for by him, or hi^ agents, 
did he suffer any one elector to partake. A 
more honourable, dnd more truly noble- 
minded man, does not, in my opinion, exist 
in the world. His life has been hifherto 
spent in scenes, which tend little to qualify 
a man for the wars of faction ; but, if he 
return in health, and with a dispocition to 
remain in Eoglai^, the electors of West- 
minster, if they will be content without, the 
base Batteries of the green-room, and will 
look to character end principles instead of 
to names axid professions, will, I 'xni satia- 
ted, bate no need to go a-bunting for re- 
presentatives.— has been ftdd, and ia 


still said by many,* that Lord Cochrene was 
seijit off by the ministers ; lliat is to say, 
that a ship was given him for tfae.purpose of 
getting hiip out of ihe wa^ ; and, I perceive, 
that Mr. Pauli, in a letter of his to the 
Electors of Westminster, upon the subject 
of the gr:nit to the family of Lord Lake, has 
been misled so far as to join in the propagat- 
ing of this notion, than which it is impossi- 
ble to conceive any thing more false. Tho 
ship; the frigate Imperieuse, in which his 
lordship now is, dPid in which he has recent- 
ly performed a feat that would have rung 
throhglf all Europe, had it been performed 
by any but an English navttl officer, wa% 
given him about two years ago ; previous to, 
and (Hiring the fime of the Westminster 
election, he w'as absent by leave, on account 
of ill* health, which every one who saw 
must have perceived that be laboured under | 
and, 'when his leave of absence was expired, 
he went again to se?, as a matter of course# 
and, indeed, as a matter of necessity, unless ho 
had chosen to quit the service, a step, which, 
upon no occasion, did he ever promise to 
take ; nor did he, upon any occasion, as far 
as 1 have observed, say any thing, tending 
to encourage an expectation that he would 
take such a step.— The elder Sheridan 
took almost daily opportunity, during the 
election, to attribute the )>iomotion, or, 
rather, the marked preference, which Lord 
Cochrane had e.xperienced, to parliamentary 
interest, that is to say, to corruption. But, 
surely, the dislhiguished merit of iTfy Lord 
Cochrane ; not his great bravery, perhaps, 
for that is common, I think, to all our naval 
officers; but hisconsummate and well-known 
skill in all the parts of his profession ; hia 
exemplary sobriety ; his indefatigable appli- 
cation ; that spirit of enter prize which haa 
constantly animated him, and the etfects of 
which have been so grievously felt by the 
enemy : surely tliese might account for faria 
having had, though a young man, a cruiz- 
ing station so often allotted him, a station 
for which his qualities and endowments so 
eminently Bttecl him. He hna had admira- 
ble they say. Such men as his 

lordship generally have adfnirable luck, as 
have also sober and early-rising and intdli- 
gent farmers. Such men have always better 
crops than the common run of their neigh- 
bours ; their cattle thrive better ; and, straage' 
to say, they ^ve finer weather for their Bed- 
time and harvest. It is the same l}y sea aa 
it is by land^. There are, indeed, atxb 
things as eccsdmts and mi for tunes and s//- 
luck ; but, the sluggish have their share of 
these aa well as fhe active, and the former 
have^ besides, to ^uhtoit lothe natural co&« 
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Rcciuences of their slugghhness. A 8hit» is 
a sort of animate being, moved, by the mind 
of the commander ; and, if he be a slug- 
gard, no matter frpm uhat causa, his ship 
will. do but little, In this inew of the 
thing, of how much importance 'is it, (hat 
* a proper selection of commanders, and 
particularly of cruizing commanders, 
shdbld be made ? — — Where, indeed, 
it would be difllcult, if not impbssi- 
ble, as in the case of the younger Sheridan; 
to point out any public merit, then, the pre- 
ference given to the party may be fairly at- 
tributed to corrnption ; but, not sjtT in the 
case of my Lord Cochrane, who has devoted 
his life to the naval ^ervic^, and who' may be 
cited as a striking example of success, Srisiug 
from !ws* merits. - , - — As a member of parlia- 
ment, too, he has merit far surpassing that 
of almost any otlier man that I know. He 
entered the Hciuse of Commons under a 
pledge, given In the facis of the nation, that 
he never would, as long as he lived, accept of 
any sinecure or emolument, either for him- 
self or any relation or dependent; and that 
he never would touch the public money, in 
any way but that of his profession as a naval 
officer. His motion respecting places, pen- 
sions, and emoluments, held by members of 
the House of Commons, or by their relations, 
was of the greatest public importance; it 
required courage as great as any that he ever 
displayed at sen, to bring it forward ; he was 
sure to have an unaccountable host against 
him ; he was sure to leave scarcely any man 
or Woman of fashion his friend ; yet he did 
bring it forward, aUd did most excellently 
expose the corrupt views of the contending 
factions. One would have thought, that, if 
lliere had been some few of ihe electors of 
Westminster who sincerely distrusted his 
public principles, that the bare making of 
this motion must have done away their dis- 
trust; but, amongst men, who are capable 
of being cajded by the fulsome flattery of 
the green-room, little good is to be expect- 
ed. After ail, however, I should cer- 

tainly have preferred a member, who could 
have been constantly in the House of Com- 
mons, where, and where only, good is to be 
.done, if it be to be done at all ; out, I great- 
ly prefer Ldrd Cochrane’s appearance there 
ence in two years, to the constant actendabce 
' of any unprincipled or timid man. 

American States. — a person, 
whoae opinions and statements have been 
cohttadicted with so much positiveness and 
acrimony, as mine, with regard to theeigfeks 
of war upon the American States^ it , 
realtonably be peritTitted to ' induce ft good ' 
in the producing of 'proofs, as tbeyjpfre- | 


’^American States, 

serft themselves, .of the correctness of those 
opinions and statements. Nor will I pre* 
tend, that 1 am not actuated, great part, 
by this motive, in making the extracts, 
which I am now about to insert from the- 
late American newspapers. I love to see 
my opinions confirmed by events, % and who 
does not, especially when they have been 
treated with contempt and ridicule ? In .an- 
swer to all the alarm, which the Morning 
Chronicle and the Barings and the Boscoes 
have been . endeavouring to excite in the 
minds of the people, relative to a war with 
America, I have said, and, I think, proved, 
that, without utter ruin to die union of 
America, she cannot make war against Eng* 
land. She is not yet at* war ; she is at peace, 
but has adopted one vt the measures, the ef- 
fects of which would have been produced by 
war ; and now let us hear, from her own 
lips, what a state she has been placed in by 
this one measure.— —The first extract I shall 
take comes from the New York Evening 
Post of the 5th of February. ** Look herd 
upon this picture ^'* — A late Vice President 
of the United States tried for treason. 
The Chief Jnstice accused by the execu- 
tive of mdI-adminis(ration of the laws. A 
senator under trial for being a party in that 
** treason. The commander in chief under 
trial on a cliarge of being a Spanish Pen- 
sioner. The writ of Habeas Corpus de- 
stroyed, The civil magistrate put down; 
not with impunity ftlone, b«t applause, by 
a miliiary commander I The country on . 
the eve of war with Great Britain, with 
France, and with ' Spain ! The nation dri- 
ven loan act of suicideHjy the embargo, 
passed by a republican congress, and to 
use the mildest reproach, without know- 
ing why or wherefore. The nation 
weighed down with calamity, and implo** 
ring in vain to know the reason. The 
ruthless hand of destruction upon them, ' 
and every one reviled who does not ap*- 
plaud it! I'hey look for reasons, and 
they aae told of confidence ! We ask for 
bread and they give ijs a stone ! From 
such liberty and suth repuhlimnlsm good 
Lord deliver us !’*— Yet, observe, read- 
er, that I have been set down for ai^ enetny 
of liberty % because I expressed my abhor- 
rence of the American jgovernment. Will 
my accusers believe what the ‘Amerreans 
themsclve.s say of this jthoir famous liberty ? 

J know them to be^he slaves ot' mean up- 
start pettifogging lawyersj with here aiid 
there a ’cute bleeding doctor ; but, if you 
will not believe me, .will you believe them- 
selves ? Or do you choose to set them ildwn 
$ri liars; because they confirm what 1 have 
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said,?- -The next extract is from a New 
England papcr^ the Connecticut CowanL 
^ Aktchants stand idle in the slieels in- 
^ quiring if there is any news from Wash- 
‘ ington. They feel the Joss of their busi- 

* ness; the stagnation of commerce, and 
ask what does all this mean ?—— The 

' Mechanic is obliged to dismiss his journey- 
' men — his enstomers deseit him, or call to 
' tell him ihcv cannot pay him on account 
^ of the embargo.— -The Farmer finds no 
market for his produce. His notes given 
' for land will be due in the spring. To 

* raise money, his oats, hay, and corn, weve 
^ to be sold, but nobody will buy.— The 

poor iSof/or— generous, honest, and un- 
suspecting, lies on his oars. His Iasi 
shilling is gone to aid a distjessed'ship- 
mate, and there is not a shot in his locker. 
Poor fellow — he ** wants but little, nor 
that little long," but he can't understand 
why the ship's aground — — All— all are 
exdniming what doa)I these things mean? 
Congress have laid an embargo. They 
have bound their fq)low-citizeQS, hand 
** and foot. They will not condescend to 
^ tell the people their reasons for this mea- 
** .sure, so important, so unexpected, so 

** pregnant with mischief People of 

“ America — look at your situation— ask 
your leaders of botli parties why the times 
" are so changed ? You love your country 
if ^you .seek her true interest — you will 
submit patiently to jlie losses for the good 
" of the public^ ; but you wish to How wliat 
great benefit is to be derived from the 
embargo ? You ask in vain. All is si- 
lence and darjrncss. You arc command- 
ed by the administration to submit. In- 
deed passive obedience and non-resist- 
ance is your onl^ duty.—^My country- 
men ; be not deceived. If the embargo 
originated in wisdom, it will bear a strict 
examination — there should be no set^rets 
V on a subject so deeply interesting to the 
prosperity of the people — there can be no 
'' good reasons for silence and darkness. — 
Legislatures may applaud this"' measure, 
but the people want something more sub- 
stantial than the applause of hirelings be- 
fore they acquiesce.”— Did I "not say, 
that this would be the case? Did 1 not give 
my reasons for saving so ? And did not the 
Morning Cbronicle and its herd oC American 
writers abuse me for so saying ? Did they 
net threaten Us that Attneriea would starve' 
the West Indies, and did I not answer, thilt 
she most starve herself^^rsf I said, be- 
sides, in (ase of war, ftay shut^up the Ante* 
ricans, and pmclaim, that any State which 
will openly throw off the authority of the 


President and his .govern shall have 
free trade. Let any one read the following 
article, and then say, whether my advice 
was not good — In Marblehead, that 
wonderfully patriotic Itown, there ^ has 
been something very niucb like mobbing. 
The fishermen collected in a body to the • 
number of two or three hundred, set all 
** the bells a ringing, and paraded tbrcii^h 
the streets ; then repaired to the stores of 
** those merchants who .supply the fisher- 
men, and takd* their fish, demanded pay 
for tlie fisli, or the value in such artides 
as they wanted. On being told it was not 
possible to pay them, and ^thc fish were 
on hand and could not be sold, and that 
** they were not &ble to supply them with 
the articles they demanded, the fishermen 
entered the stores and took such articles 
as they could find, allowing the owners to 
take an account of them. It is said 

some opened deslw and took money.* 

They ^ went to the wharfs and seized 
wood, which they divided among them 
and cai^ricd it to their houses. The 
leading democrats took great pains to 
quiet them, and hush up the matter, to 
prevent its going abroad. We are told 
the fishermen at Cape Ann are about to 
take the same course. There they are al- 
so almost to a man democrats. Before 
next May these fishermen, as well as *a 
numerous class of mechanics, must be in 
real distress. The Si\j)plcmentary Em- 
bargo Bill, permitting the fishermen to 
go out, will affjj'd little or no iclief, for 
the fish will be of no value when taken, 
nor will the ow ners of vessels fit them 
out. We are told that good fish which 
were selling at 3 ' and d dollars per quin- 
tal, can now be bought for i dollar and 
50 cents per quintal, and few that will 

purchase at this price." Marblehead 

is a sea port town in the Slate of Massachu- 
set’s Bay. The wharfs are the receptacles 
for fire-wood, brought down the rivers and 
along the coast. The fish was generally 
sent to the West Indies, to Portugal, Spain, 
antl'if thi^ Mediterranean. The fi^iermen 
are numerous, and, without a maiket 
for their fish, they must nearly starve, 
forming, as they do, no inconsiderable' 
m of the whole of the community in 
that district; and, let it be observed, that,* 
if they do not esspori^ tl>ey have no market 
at all , . There is no laige community to 
come and take the fish on their Hands. All 
U stagnant at once. The effect is as sudden 
as that oS a horricane«»r * '*fa various parts 
of these newspapers, we have descriptions of 
ftUures in trade and credit. Fear banks 
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have stoi^)ed jM^nent, IThe ttewspatwr e( it ceakl have knewn its place. 3al« it tntwC 
Norfolk, m VirgiAia, that tcene of inf^ous needt be a great nation •, it must needs tove 
treafment towards our naval ofBcerait lajra; itt disputes; il must needs tc&big; it must 

However incredible it may anpoar^ we needs show the world tUt it could be tnso« 
hi|ve it from good authority mat Major rent/ when it tliought the old lion was expi* 
** Lee, a Notary Public of Charlestown, ring, it must needs come with its hQof.<-*-*9y 
'' made lately I'JXX) dollars in the course of Mr. A« B« of the Morning Cbronicle (that 
** one day by protesting notes ! i !***-— sflfo is, I suppose, Mr, Akxand&r Baring) told 
fhin^.will add the petition of 269 seamen to us about the danger to be apprehended from 
the Mayor of Baltimore, in Maryland: the Ailure of supplies of corn from America. 
Yonr petitioners sbeweth, that by reason Mr. Youaro (and f thank him Ibr it) has told 
of the embargo, (hey ait reduced to the us, that the corn we get from (hence was not 
" necessity of applying to your Honour for worth mentioning; and, I beg the reader to 
relief. Many of us are now in arrears to observe, that, with all the ports of all the 
our landlordji, and our prospects are bad, corn-countries in the world shut against us, 
as we are incapable of gaining a support and at the end of five years of war, indeed, ££• 

* by any other meane than by our prbfes- teen years, with only ten months exception, 
Sion «as seamen. We humbly pray of what is sixteen pounds a load^ and has not 
your Honour to assist us in this our dis-**! riven in price, in coosenuence of the stop* 
tressed situation, and your petitioners, as ping up ofthephanneL 01 importation. But, 
in duty bound, will for your Honour and as 1 told Mr. A. B. before, America caunot 
for the prosperity of t^p Port o( Baltimore exist without the importation of rum, sugar, 
always pray From petit4oning4liey and woollens, Tliese things the people will 
will come to demanding, and then, like the have, or they wilt destroy the government, 
fishermen of Marblehead, they wili proceed The whole of the revenue of the state arose 
to robbeiy and open seizure. In short, ft cm a tax upon goods imported. This is 
anarchy stares the government full in the gone. 4(1 gone. It cannot return but with 

face, and that, too, at the same time, and a state of peace; and, I leave the reader to 

from the same cause, that thesde source of guess, whether it is likely to collect internal 
pullk revenue ts totally dried up. And, this taxes from merchants and farmers and fish* 

is the nation that was to bully Koglaiul ! ermen, whose affiiirs are in the State de* 

This is the nation wbojoined the French and scribed in the above quoted paragraphs. - 
thevassaU of the Cznr of Muscovy m toast* The embargo, uhich has produced such 
ing ** the libetty ojt the seas T This is the , alarming symptoms iix America, seems to 
nation, at the sound of whose hostile votoe ; have bud very little effect in •this country, 
the English trident was to be bidden under u hich that embargo was intended to punish, 
those waves, which, for so many ages, it had You hear no one crying out for Want of ere* 
ruled! This is the nation, whose chief had ditorof employment. The American em* 
the audacity to demand of us the surrender bargo is scarcely pver mentioned, an)' where; 
of our right to seardi for our own seamen, and. Til engage, that, out of the fifteen mil- 
and to whom, it is but too evident, the late lions of people, ^in England, Ireland, and 
ministers would have made that surrender ! Scotland^ there are not more than half a 
1 think, we shall have peace, and a lasting million, who, at this moment, know that 
peace, with America 5 but, if we have, it therels an erobarjjo in America. * Mr. Ros* 
will be owing wholly to the resolution coe, indeed, aod his rabble of merchants and 
w'hich the ministers have demonstrated, not car-men at Livi^pool, to the uumbet of 
to yield to their demands ; Tor, 1 know their three thousand, It seems, have met and petU 
disiK}sition well, and I most sfiiously declare tioned about peace, introduciogi at the end 
ni) belief, that, if suffered to proceed fjmm of e Jong strive of itunieaiiiog ffurameiy 
demand to demand, thej' would not cease about attachment to his Majesty’s person * 
till I hey came to demand the crown from aod family/'an expression, relating to Abie* 

tfie king’s head,* We have here an ex- rica, that bespeaks a mind of mere childhood. 

amplc^helikeof which is not unfrequenthr They Says ** trusting that, by a firm and 
ftiet with amongst individuaU) of a nation, d)gfiified,pbut, at thefsame time, concilia* 
brought to the brink of destruction nterely tory conduct towaftls hostile and neutral 
bv its arroigpnee and insolence. Il stood in states, wdll be enabled not 

w'r/*ci of no concession from US; itymoarry* oulyto mainblte the ytd oobroken rela^ 
ing on a third part of the commerce of the J Hons of poaeo »nd m\ty with a power 

w'fiole world, notwithstendlnr (be exercise nearly hytM ties tf 

of oiir maritime rtobts. It increasing « coniNSifi emgbi, »td edvantageecx 

iu Wealth and populatioiii It wtu happy* V c«mm<iro!a] IMaicosirse* bat to restoso at 
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an early period, to your faithful aubject'a, 
** aud to the world at large, the blessing^ of 
a secure and lasting peace.” A tolerably 
well-rounded sentence) but what is the«<?« 5 e 
of it ? If they Ure not hypocrites j if they do, 
as they say they do", rely upon his ^ajes- 
^ s wisdom and justice and paternal regard 
for his people,” why this petition ? Had.iney, 
indeed, said that they thought the king ill- 
advised, and that they^hoped he would listen , 
to them, and alter the course he is at present 
going on in 3 then there would have been 
some sense in what they said. What signi- 
fies their coming with all manner of praises 
In their mouths, and with ten-timewepeat- 
ed assurances of their attachment to the 
king, not forgetting their readiness to sacri- 
fice their lives and, fortunes in dtfertee of hit 
person and family 9. He must have laughed 
heartily at this petition, if he ever read it, 
or heard it read. Silly stuff! 1 wonder how 
any mail, having the smallest pretension to 
understanding above that of the mere well- 
dressed rabble, should have been induced to 
put his name to it. Why this eternal pro- 
fession of attachment to the king’s person 
arid family ? Why this upon all occasions ? 
There may be occasions when such profes- 
sions are proper, and evcM necessary ; in an 
address, tor instance, at a time when a plot 
against the king’s per^n, or funily, may 
have been discovered ) at a time when trea- 
son, or insurrection, is on foot; at a time 
wbe^n inva.-jion is honily expected; but, 
what in all the world huve such professions to 
do with the concerns of a shipper of goods, 
or those of a callico-priuter? Yet none of 
these people can send up a reproseutat ioti .of 
their suflliings, feal or pretended, unaccom- 
panied with expressions of the most tender 
personal regard for the king, which, to, say 
nothing <jf’ the flagrant hypocrisy of such ex- 
pressions, discover a vanity truly disgusting. 
The silly fellows seem to conceit, lliat jhey 
become exalted by the act of to Ihe 

king. Like Justice Shallow, they appear to 
think, that they are, all at onte, made rela- 
tions of the royal family. Their i«aaitygets 
the better f)f their silver, and, instead pf « 
bitter complaint, lipf comes a mawkish, Wilts* 
’fyritknpoh the kin,g>nd constitutlpu^^^ 
What 1 chiefly intend tp. luttkp, Jipwijyelr, 
was Mr. ItohCoe’s (for ta .;s^ 
d»awii up the petitidn) 

** the ties ' of comfnon^ 
nearly connect Us wjtb AtueHcaji 
ther. this was 
induce the kiiigto adopt 
conduct 
. ga’-ded as 3 


tenco* wliat Mr. Roseoe regarded suitably 
long. If theibrmer, I wouldWk Mr. Ros?* ' 
coe, .whether he be in;fortQi^ of any one in* 
stanck, of any one expi^ssiPa or act, where* 
by {he Americans have^te^ified towards 
England, their respOct for those ties of 
common origin/* which he pretends pow 
cpnnect tife two countries? Those who are 
connected by ties of common origin, gene- 
rally discover a love for each other by mufual 
acts of kindness, which they do not, in the same 
way and dt^ee, jthew towards the rest of 
the world. . None of these acts has America 
ever been able to bring herself to adopt with 
regard to England. She has, on the contra- 
ry, constantly showp a partiality for the 
enemi^ of England^ The misfortunes of 
England have always been a subject of openr 
ly expressed joy from one end of her States 
to the other; and the good fortune of Eng- 
land has been with her a subject of sorrpw, 
not less openly and generally expressed. 
Nay, such Is the idea which the Americans 
have of thosd tender ties of common origin, 
of which the sage Mr. Rospoe speaks, that 
they, in order to obliterate even the memory 
of that origin, have devised for ihemxelves a 
tutelary saint of the savage race, named, 
from God knows what cause, SAINT TAM- 
MANY! And, they keep the anniversary 
of this sainti in the same manner that the 
Irish and Scotch keep the anniversaries of 
St. Patrick and ‘ St Andrew', and that the 
Euglish, when abroad, keep that of l^t. 
George, At this festival they repeat Odes in 
praise of themselves (all of their own making); 
they sfog songs, through their nose; they smoke 
large twists of tobacco, after the fashion of 
the savages ; and they get as dtunk as ever 
St. Tammany or any of his forefathers did. 
In a day or two after, yon see all their three 
or foiw hundred newspapers filled with a de- 
tail of the proceedings of the folly-stricken 
wretches, and you are sure to find, that, ^ at 
each meeting, there has been one or move 
curses unanimonaly bestow^ed upon England. 
And yet Mr. Ro^oe would fain, persuade the 
King, that, in his conduct towards America, 
hei oi^ht to bear in mind, the fiej of 
eriVi^>*kich conbect the two 
Yerily this is a very silly politi- 
cian, thon^ he' has written a most elegant • 
and roost excellent poem. 'The truth is, 
thaf the re^volution of Aroerioa was injurious . 
fd its people in various wnys ; in no 
^ waysp tnuch as in that of depriving them of 
^ an ancestry* Man no| bply looks iorward, 
r abt only :a^siifes to ltve;ln hUchildteti or in 
|rs 
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grandfather^ qt a great grandfather, ofwho^e 
character or whose deeds," or \f^buse existence 
at least, he cap speak of > not baring neither, 
he desires a country of long standing, to 
'which he can saj he belongs, or from which 
. he Can say he is descended. Of all tlie na» 
, tnral propensities of the human mjnd no one 
appears to be more general than a veneration 
foi ancient things. This is a feeling, of 
whidh the Americans have been deprived. 
The) are a nation without forefathers, with<* 
out renown, and without a history. They 
have no monunieiit' of antiquity, to which 
to oointj no memorial of past^ events; 
I'iOthin^ round which to rally; no name, 
tame, or character to preserve. This, I 
think, has been the great cause of that total 
want of principle, which, every one says, 
has been creepirig in upon them ever since 
the commeijcement of the revolution. They 
feci the deprivation of which we iiave been 
speaking, and, in their invention of a tutela* 
ry saint and the Orde? of Cincinnati, they 
liave discovered their desire to supply the 
want of what they have lost. But these are 
miserable inventions. It is a vue mockery 
to see a fraudulent shop-keeper, who took 
wpaTtU'* for the purpose of resisting the first 
demands of his creditors, assuming the name 
of an old Roman, who, after having saved 
his country in war, returned again to the 

« . These tricks do not satisfy even 
mericans themselves. They hate 
England, because she has all her greatness 
the same as she had before their revolution. 
They hate, in a less degree, the whole of the 
old nations of. the world. They rejoice at 
revolution and destruction, wherever it takes 
place. If their wish were accomplished, 
there would be left i)) existence no establish- 
ment of more than twenty years standing ; 
the pride of ancestry, the example of noble 
deeds, the records of genius, of wisdom, and 
of virtue*, would all be annihilated The j 
cause of their malice towards England lies, 
then, very deep. It is not be removed ; 
and, we have nothing but our power to pro- 
feci us against the hostility, which will be 
continually therefrom arising. I havi^ftea 
said to them : **you are free, as you^say. 
You boast of your triumph over us. Your 
happy revolution has been accomplished. 

** You have got from us all you aske^ for. 

^ You have, you say, reduced us to a little 
nation. Well, Jirky do you still 
hate us 1 wby al^e such 'jj^bs taken to rear 
up your i^pi df children/ to curie us; 

« why uotbeatoir pn u4 ydUrptVy, or, at 
** least, your con^pi They were never 
fibleto' answer me; and the prindj^htause 
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w», that 1 perpetually reminded them uf« 
the greatness of England, and* forewarned 
them of the consequences of provoking her 
hostility. They knew that I spoke the 
truth ; and it was because they frit the truth, 
that they sought revenge.— —America baa 
long been boasting of her population, Itda 
probable that die now ^uals England in that 
res^t. But, where is the equality in point 
oi force ? When they used to remind nje, 
that, in the course of twenty years, they 
should have a population equal to ours, f 
always begged them to bear in mind, that 
salt-petre and charcoal and sulphur and iron 
and brass and fiint and wood were very 
impotent materials when lying scattered here 
and there, but, when formed into a cart- 
ridge and a musquei, they became formida- 
ble means of either protection or destruction; 
that their nation would still continue to be 
(he scattered materials, and that England 
would continue to be the loaded musquet. 
They may woicy, perhaps, recollect some of 
my sayings ; but, I am afraid, the recollection 
will only lend to harden their hearts, and, not 
having me within the reach of their coward- 
ly revenge, induce them afresh to persecute 
my friends, for which persecution the pub- 
lic distresses will, If their embargo continue, 
•supply them with pretences in abundance. 

GENaxAL Whitblockb. — —The trial of 
this gentleman has, for nearly three months 
past, been, for the public attention, a for- 
midable rival of the motions for papers and 
of Angelica Catil.inK Th^two former are^ 
now nt an end ; bnt Angelica, by her con- * 
tinual refreshers to those worthy gentlemen, 
who instruct the English people, through 
the columns of the news-papers, appears to 
be resolved not to let go her hold of the 
ass’s ears. The green room tribe have here- 
tofore been content with puffs in the third 
person, sometimes singular and sometimes 
plural ; but, Angelica, apparently despising 
this English sheepishness, boldly comes 
forward in the ^ first person singular, and 
claps her name at the bottom of the bulle- 
tins, in*which she defaitk to tlie well-dressed 
vulgar, the rise and pregress of all her quar- 
rels and all bet ailing^ : ft is quite a mercy 
that she forbi^ars to go into other particulars. 
•——The General's trial was, I must confess, 
very iitde interesting to me< 1 was glad, 
that we did not possess Buenok Ayres, and 
that for Ue reasons, which I stated at the 
tinje ; apdj though t was very sorry for the 
loss of the mn, I was hot ode of iboiod, 
whp, without any proof, concluded that 
the fruit waa wholly in the cemtnander,— 
Acto p^ukr clamour,*' 1 do not ae^ 
(l^tltbaa had ^ny % 
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popular ciy apinst him wa<i loud and gene- 
ral it is cerfain i but, so it always is too 
against a famous robber^ or murdeier; yet« 
we do not conclude that the latter is innocent 
for that reason, nor; that he has, whenawi- 
dmmed, had an unfair trial. The public will, 
add ou^t to, think, upon such subjects , 
and/ it will, of course, express its opinion. 

■ T he chief thing to be noticed, is, the 

deplorable ignorame of the military prtifes* 
sion, which, it has been made to appear, 
existed in the army sent on the eXp^ition 
to South America. But, how can it be 
otherwise, when we consider the motives, 
whence, in general, military officers are 
promoted ? if the same system had pre- 
vailed in the French army, for the last fifteen 
years, France, instead of being the con* 
queror of Europe, would have been parcelled 
out between the several kings and princes, 

whom that army has dethroned. General 

Wbitelockc appears to have acted the part of 
a conceited man j a man full of himself ; a 
man overbearing and vain •, but there is not, 
in my opinion, the smallest room for sus- 
pecting him or any evil intention. That his 
sentence is just is pretty evident ; there cun 
be little doubt of his being wholly unfit to 
serve in the army ; and, there can be as 
little doubt of his being unht before, as well 
as since, the expedition to South America. 
•— fJow that he has failed, the question 
cqmes, who selected him for the service?*’ 
Some say, Air. fFindh<yn ; others the Duke 
if York, It is ^asserted, on one side, that 
Mr. Windham forced him upon the Duke, 
and, on the other side, that the Duke 
forced him upon Mr. Windham. Both 
assertions are, 1* am .well assured, false. 
Who it was that first mentioned his 
name, as a fit person for the comoiaud, I 
have not heard ; but, 1 have heard, and 
fiom very good authority, that the appoint- 
ment was determined on in conseyutnee^of 
the strongest recommendations^ signed by 
several ^ the first officers in the mUitary 
service. This being the fact (and the reader 
may rely upon its being so), the atmy has 
nothing to complain of, at any rate ; for, if 
the choice was a bad one, the fhult rests 
with the army.— —There never would have 
been any dispute as to this noint, had it not 
been for the workings of faction. Those 
who send out ejtpdditions are by nq means 
answerable for the conduct of the officers. 
To Biake a good choice is the duty of those 
who ohoose ; but, they must, in most cases, 
he determined by the judgment of othera ; 
and, if an officer presents recom- 

mend^ by men eminent in the Arvkie, the 
respoiisibilitjr doea ceruinl^ lie npdp' those 


who give the recommendation.-^— In the 
drcqlar letter, sent, by order of the Duke 
of York to the army, the passage which ex^ 
presses his Majesty’s consolation upon reflec- 
ting, that &ch disgraces as that of Buenos 
Ayres have never before happened to ’his 
army (or wolds to that amount) gave me 
great pleasure ; for, some how or other, it 
,had, previom to the reading of that letter, 
run tn my head, that there had been, in. 
some instances, affairs of nearly the same 
sort ; and, at th6 hearing of the inten- 
tion of trying General Whitelocke for 
his life,*! thought the general might well 
exclaim, in the language of Macbeth, ** such 
things have been done before, and men 
slept? quietly in their beds!” It did seem 
to me, that I had a faint recollection, of an 
affair, which happened while I was .from 
England, in which a general, after having 
been beaten in his attempt upon the interior 
of a country, retreat^, with all convenient 
speed, to the spot where he had first landed, 
and there entered into a capitulation to eva- 
cuate the cevantry in so long a time, and to 
give tap a great number of prisoners, before 
taken, and elsewhere taken, from the ene- 
my, by whom he had been beaten. I 
thought I heard of this; but, the circular 
letter of the Duke of York led me to believe, 
that it must have been a lie. Invented by 
those sad rogues, the news-paper printers iit 
America; a belief, in which I was confirm- 
ed, when I came to reflect, that I ne\er, 
upon the occasion alluded to, heard of any 
court-martial, or even of any court of in- 
quiry f nay, of no . whatever, in any 

of the abominable and detestable new s-pa- 
pers, who have been so ready to set up a cry 
ppon the present occasion.— I am i>ot at 
all sorry, observe, for the sentence upon ge- 
neral. Whitelocke : 1 wish, with all my soul, 
that EVERY one, who has brought disgrace 
upon the army of England, whether through 

his cowardice or his stupidity, was 

not hanged, or shot ; for no man can help 
being a coward or a fool ; no man can help, 
if such be his weakness, hiding his head, 
wbeQrfano^her looks him full in the face; no 
man esn, if he be half »n ideot, help dri- 
velling upon his frill and upon the collar of 
bis coat ; but, any man can help wearing a 
sword and receiving (he public money, as a 
military officer, when he ought to be wheel- 
ing a barrow, and ta become, himself, as 
soon as convenient, a wheel-barrow full of 
carrion. No, not hanged, or shot*; but I 
would have EVERY sudiman casl)iered» 
because, as bU ROYAL HIGHNE^ THE 
DUKE OF XpRK eays, in his exceUenl 
circular Ipuer, the lehUNtoe maJfi bo d 
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** lasting memorial of ilie.conseqtiencetfi to 
'' nehicb officers expoiie themselres, whOj^io 
the discharge of the f&mortaot datfes con- 
^ fided to them, are deficient in that 
judgment^ and plrsonal eaertioti, which 
thw sovereign and their coontry have a 
right to expect from officers entrusted 
• ** with high commands." 

B^ky, Zlst Marchg 1608. 

NATIONAL DBFBNCB. 

Sir j— A s the awful day seems fast ap« 
proaching when England must be fought for 
on English ground, it becomes us tp con* 
aider on what principle we are Co build our 
defence^; that* is, wiiether on that of an 
armed people^ or that of a standing aamy ; 

. or, in jOther words, whether as a nation 
under a' free, or under an arbitrary govern- 
ment. In this inquiry, we must guard 
against being misled, by a sort of mixture 
of these different systems which there may 
appear to be in our military establishments. 
To this end, we have only to distinguish, 
which of the principles the govergmept act 
upon as fundamental and permanent ; and 
which they merely tolerate as collateral and 
subsidiary.-^The difference between the 
two systems may be tolerably well illustrated, 
by what has fallen within our own expe- 
rience in the last sixteen years.—France 
when attacked in 17 Q2, had r»ot a single 
friend to draw a sword in her behalf ; while 
a confederacy was formed against her. 


whereoi ^Millions 

The Italian States had a population of J3 

Austria 23 

The Netherlands ncai ly 2 

Holland and ceilnin German States 

above 7 

Prussia S 

Rubbia 36 

And England \5 

Making an aggregate of J04 

The following States looked on, 

Switzerland with 2 

Denmark with 

Sweden with 3 

Saxony with 2 

Portugal with 2 

And Spain wjth il- 

Making another aggregate of 22| 


France* from the then recent fell of the 
old government, and the tottering inifancy 
of the new, was, in the imagination of her 
hunters, already divided as a apoil. Th^ 
A>Qd}y thought had only todntorh^ 


I te^ritoi/, and every ime to hi|»hia appoint 
[ ediharein the division. But these 
ciana wholly overlooked one material ribrv 
cumstaoce. They totally forgot that^ when 
they confederated, France was free. Feek4ef 
as was her government, unpr^ared as wem 
her people^ yet the nation, because of ite* 
freedom, was radically strong. The con<r 
^fedehicy called forth this strength. The 
magnitude of the assault rousm all the 
energies of defence. We know the tMue« 
And we likewise know, that the present 
ruler, by the splendour of victories, by 
quartering bis armies on his enemies and 
auxiliaries, and by flattering the national 
vanity, haa preserved in full vigour under 
his military government, that enei^ which 
originated in liberty.---Naw, Sir, when 
France tamed upon her pursuers and hunted 
them ill her turn, we see on all occasions 
dpissue the reverse of that of her own suc- 
cessful defence ; and for this plain reason, 
that the invaded nations were not free. We 
have seen all these states in succession, with 
their numerous millions of inhabitants, that 
might have furnished fighting riien enow 
to have trampled their invaders under foot, 
completely conquered, and the greatest of 
them in effect no better now than provinces 
of the French empire. It was not until 
after a contest of fifteen years, tliet a single 
ray of defensive wisdom beamed or rather 
glimmered on the continent, where the em-^ 
peror Alexander was, said to have armed 
6oo,ikX) of his subjects, m a volnnteer 
militia: but the truth is, these were the 
^slaves of the nobles, and were armed with 
the same jealousy, and precisely on the same 
condition, as English minislers have armed 
English volunteers, that is, for the mere 
occasion, and sul^ect to be dissolved s^ain 
in a moment, by a breath" from the lips of 
those ministers — I will not stop to shew 
how*, in this respect, ministers have die* 
obeyed and betrayed the constitution, hut 
proceed to remark that the imperial auto- 
crat of all the Kusstas, with bis immense 
standing drmy, his thirty-six millions of sob* 
jl^cts, and his six hundred thousand vdlun- 
teers, found bis throne endangered by d 
single defeat on the confine of his dominions^ 
which obliged him to sign at Tilsit a dis- 
graceful treaty of p^co with his enemy.— 
Such are defensive powers of despotism ! 

—Now, Sir, with all this experience before 
our eyes, and mi ith a change of fortune (bat 
hath thrown into the scale of France above' 
one hundred and eight of the aforesaid mt)<* 
lions of population, to be added to* her owtt 
orli^nal numbers, andattogecherfotiiiiQg an 
aj^regale fail W haStM led iUbttf 
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millions, capable qf furnishing above twen- 
ty millions*of soldiers ^ with all these means, 
I say, at the command of Finnce, we see 
English statesmen granting 4 ^ 1 , 200,000 of 
our money to Sweden, to a country, whose 
revenue is perhaps one fifth ofpur poor’s rate, 
to put in motion and keep on a re«?pect- 
able establishment her land forces and part 
of her fleet, particularly her flotilla,’* for 
the purposes of her defence, and without' 
bestowing a single thought on the maui 
spring of that defence, meaning the liber- 
ties of the people. Surely, Sir, greater in- 
sanity than this, never came under the 
cognizance of a Wdlis or a Monro !— By a 
vigorous effort, our government possessed 
Itself of the Danish navy and the Island of 
Zealand, which, with Norway, is no mean 
portion of the kingdom ; and b|r certain 
expressions in the northern correspondence 
laid before parliament, it should seem 
the king of Sweden was privy to that enter- 
prize. I will not now stop to discuss the 
morality of that expedition. It seems how- 
ever pretty generally admitted, that, had it 
been necessaiy to our own defence, it would 
have been justifiable.Taking it then asso con* 
fiidered by our ministers, and with the views 
which they might possibly take of approach- 
ing danger to England from the Baltic, it 
seems to me that those ministers did not act 
consistently with their own principles, by al- 
lowing the Island of Zealand, which com- 
mands onesideof the Sound, to return again 
into the hands»of an eitasperatt^d enemy. — 
1 am no advocate for tearing a country and 
its inhabitants by the sword of war from 
one monarch to strengthen the banfd of ano- 
ther } but wheef, in the course of a war, a 
nation can be emancipated from the govern- 
ment of a despot, and restored to its antic'nt 
liberty, such an act of power must always 
command my admiration. Despoti.^ro is a 
perpetual war of the sovereign on his people, 
and whenever a favourable opportunity ^ m 
the course of a war, presents the means of 
emancipation, 1 think they ought to be 
made use of. If, therefore, wheif 2^aland 
had come under the power of our govern* 
nieot, the English commanders had convened 
the people, laid before them the model of a 
free government, for themselves and the 
Norwegians, offering it to their acceptance, 
subject to such i improvements as they them- 
selves' should suggest, I do not believe those 
Dsdos and Norwegians would have accused 
us of having coin^ a new morality,” or 
that they would have stigmatized us with 
any opprobtious names.«-*-A8 those people 
must have thought themselvetf'too weak to 
fhiod ahme^ tb^ might have had no o|gee- 


tion to have been united with Sjveden, pro* 
vided the same free form of government 
that wa.s offered to them should have been 
extended to the Swrdes; and if such a re- 
formation in his state had been acceded to by 
the gallant Gustnvus, 1 cannot see that'thero** 
could h|ve been any difliculty in Zealand^ 
and Nurway, containing about a million of . 
inhabitants, having been added to his dgirni* 
nions; and the hearts of the whole I)eople 
being united in the common defence; while, 
w'ith ]«inglish aesistance, Zealand should 
have repelled any attack' that could have 

been rrjade upon it by the French. Under 

such circanisianc.es, and by a training of the 
whole people to arms, agreeSbly to the ge* 
niu^ vf every frev .government, the continent 
might yet have beholden a spectacle, to 
have put to shame the rest of her degenerate 
sons, and to have covered with infamy those 
of her sovereigns, who, rather than give 
liberty to their people, have licked the dust 

at the foot of a for^gn conqueror. Even 

in Gustavus’s present situation, his case, if 
he ha\’e mal wisdom and magnanimity, is 
not to be despaired of ; but it is ahsnrd to 
suppose, that, if he shall refuse to give his 
people freedom, his throne either can, or 
will be defend^. If there be an immeiiHe 
dWpaiity of force between him and his *.0 
mies, there are great advantages in the sit"' ’ ^ 
tion, and circumstances of bis kingdom. 
With those advantages on his side, and wilh 
the naval assistance of England, he would 
probably fnistrate all attempts at his subju- 
gation, provided his people had ths same 
interest as himself in tl\e cpmmon defence. 
He is doubtless in the crisis of his fate ; and 
it is probable wc shall shortly see him, either 
a patriot and triumphant hero, or a misera- 
ble pensioner on the bounty of this country ; 
in which latter case we may expect to see 
both shores of the Sound in possession of 

Denmark This consideration revives in 

my mind apprehensions I have long enter- 
tained, and have on more occasions than one 
formerly intimated; respecting all the pow- 
ers of the Baltic being enrolled among the 
nun^)er of our enemies. Nor is this appro* 
he^d danger like to come upon us alone, 
in addition to those we had already to en- 
counter. When the whole coast of conti* * 
nenfal Europe shall form one uninterrupted 
line of hostility, with a sea at each extremi- * 
ty into which we cannot enter, our situation 
will require talents for government and for 
defence, and virtues for inspiring the people 
with attachment isLud confidence, which we 
have not yet witnessed amohg of tlrose 
who are either possessors of, or oompetiters, 
forji the power of ruling oyer os. In 





533] APR1L2, Cbitncir, . {534 


individual port that we can Uockadie, a coop* 
ed-up enemy is kept in a state of torpidity, 
not favourable to naval improvement; but 
if the Sound and the Dardanelles be once 
sliut against us, oar enemies wilkhen have 
within those passages extensive seas, which 
may be made both nurseries and schools for 
very numerous bodies of seamen, where 
tb^ may be trained to naval war in dcliance 
of us; — 1 hat we can be shut out of the 
pardanellcb we know; but' whether the 
same can be done at the entrances into the 
Baltic, when all * the shores bltall be in the 
hands of an energetic enemy, 1 i^ill not 
pretend to de(Md<^ But at all events our 
danger from invasion is lapidly growing to a 
magnitude, not only to demand for the preser- 
vation of our counlf}' every hand that can 
gra^'p k weapon; but a removal of all 
rankling discontents, by an honest and 
suhstanhal i cell ess of grievances. To our 
defence reformation is at length become as 
necessary, as arms and Immunition 1 par- 
ticularly mean that which includes in it every 
practicable correction of state gibuses and 
corruptions, namely, a reformation of the 
House of Commons ; far more than half the 
seats of which it is universally believed are 
become the private and hereditary pos«es 
sions, of t'lose who are collectively called 
the Borough Faction. If this be true, the 
liberty of Our country is lost: and if this 
litherty shall not be speedily restored, there 
needs no ghost lo^teli us, our country cannot 

be defended If we could suppose our 

bprough- holding grandees to desire that Na- 
poleon should hav^ our country, and his ge- 
nerals their estates, their present conduct 
would be quite consistent. On any other 
supposition, it is inexplicable. But as na- 
tional defence is now a subject much studied, 
I trust its true principles will soon be univer- 
sally understood.— -I remain. Sir, &c. 
JpiiN Cartwright. — Enfield, 20tli March 
1808 . 

ORDERS IN COUNCIL. 

Sir,— lam induced by the letter of 
an American merchant, which appeared in 
the last number of your Register, to trolMe 
you with a few lines on the point upon whir^ 
that writer chiefly relies for the support of 
his argument.—^! say. Sir, and I bij,speci 
tliat 1 know somewhat more of these matters 
than the Anierrcan merchant, that the letter 
which has been so often ejuoted from M. 
Deerds to Gen. Ant^rong is no authority at 
all for the latter to assume that American 
vessels were to be exentpted from the decree 
of the 2Jst Nov. 1806.— I say further that, 
if Geo. AmiftMopg kaeir epy thing at aU of 


the functions of his office, and of the course 
of transacting diplomatic business at Paris, 
he must have ver 3 * well'known that the letter 
be had received from M. Deeres did not m-* 
validate the obnoxious decree. Is it inde^ 
in any way probable that Bonapart8 would 
allow an act of supreme legislation signed 
by himself, and destined to controul every 
power in Europe, to be explained away by 
the crude and unauthorised opinion' of his 
miivster of marine ? But, Sir, indepen- 
dent of this genera] argument, it is well 
known that ibeminiiitcr of marine is not the 
competent authority from which Mr. Arm- 
strong could receive, any official communi- 
cation on the subject, and, unless M. Deerds 
stated himself (which he did not) to be writ- 
ing by order, and in the name of his master, 
his sentiments were no more conclusive than 
those of any other individual of whom the 
American minister might have asked advice. 
—In fact, M. Deerds was well aware of 
this, and, at the end of bis letter, refers 
the general for a further and more decisive 
opinion to the mbnster for foreign affairs. 
He, of course, did not mean to say that the 
treaty between France and America would 
be violated ; but as little does he say that 
the Berlin decree should not be enforced.— 
Who was the proper organ th tough which 
the foreign ministers resident at Parts were 
to communicate with the French govern- 
ment No other than Charles Maurice 
Talleyrand, yclept Prince of Benevento, 
and such w as the jealousy of the said prince 
and his master upon this subject that I have 
known them repiimaud the ambassadois of 
some of their vassal courts for addressing 
themselves upon occasions of very inferior 
iinpor ranee to the heads of other departments. 
— M. Talleyrand w^as, as I remember, absent 
at the time from Paris ;• but, do you think, 
Sir, that he did not, on notifying his de- 
parture to the corps diplomatique, name 
the person in his office with whom they were 
to communicate in his absence ? Depend 
upon it that upon that, as upon other occa- 
sions, their communications were to be re- 
ceived by the Chef de Bureau in the Hue du 
Bacq, to be decided upon by him, or to bo 
by him forwarded, if the decision was be- 
yond his competence, to the minister him- 
self. Why then was this channel not used, 
and why^wasM. Deeres resorted to?— Why, 
Sir, because M. Talleyrand w'ould either have 
given no answer at all, ami thus have don-* 
firmed the Americans’ fears, or hemukhave 
denied the application of the decree to Ame- 
rican commerce and navigation' It was be- 
yond the ^wen of ambiguity even of a 
Talleyrand to avoid giving in mck a cask a 
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question— It was, therefore, a convenient 
expedient to make the minister of another 
de^rtment, write a demi-official letter 
which you justly tibserve, says nothing to 
the main point, thus leaving both parties 
It liberty to avail themselves of the subter- 
fu« the Americans by saying that De- 
cres’s letter served them as an exemption, — 
tile French by maintaining tliat no such 
exemption had been granted by any compe- 
tent authority.— The latter it is clear by the 
decree from Milan of the 11th December 
last is the French understanding of the mat- 
ter, nor has the contrary been maintained. 
It has never been said that the French ac- 
knowledged having exempted the Ameri- 
cans, (Regnier in his report states the direct 
contraiy) only that the latter chose to con- 
strue X)ecres*s letter into an exemption 
with what reason or justice 1 have already 

told you. An Englishman.— —ZaiWon 

2^h March 1808. 

ON WAK. 

Sir,— I perceive that you have inserted 
in your Register of the 12th instant, a paper 
of mine, dated February the I5th, written in 
consequence of some observations made by 
you, in your first leUer to Mr. Roscoe, upon 
the general question of war ; which were 
intended by you as an ethical explanation of 
the subject, preparatory to subsequent re- 
marks more immediately connected with the 
politics of the present day. In that pa{>er', 
with a view of giving as clear a statement of 
my ideas as I thought was adapted to the im- 
portance of the question, I divided the ar- 
gument into four distinct parts: two of 
which were employed to prove that a ten- 
dency to war, is not, as you have stated, na- 
turally implanted in*the mind ; but, that it 
proceeds from a desire of acquirii^ some 
object supposed to be capable of afrordiAg 
gratification to the party engaged in the 
mean of action ; which object Is to be at- 
tained by this mean only, or is, perhaps, 
more readily to be attained by it, in *prefer- 
ence to any other. The third and fourth 
topics, that remain to be considered, and on 
which, you will observe, you and T are less 
at variance than on the former \ apply equals 
ly to the question originally introduced by 
you, and are, probably, objects mprp likely 
to meet with general attention: I shall, 
therefore, resume the discussion in the ofder 
I set out with.— in. Now, Sir, as I have 
admitted that a tendency to war exists, but 
have endeavoured to prove that th^s tenden- 
cy is not instinctive $ k may, perhaps, appear 
strange that mankind, in k» early sute^ 


another, if they had not been guidrf to it by 
a natural propensity: and yet, it seems 
stranger, nay, even more unnatural, that 
they should have ever thought of respective- 
ly, arming two bodies of their own species, 
for the express purpose of murdering each 
other, as it is called, ih cold blood. To ran- 
ftider these acts according to thedoepTMe, 
that I have previously raanitained, that met| 
are led to hght from tke desire of possessing 
certain objects 5 i^wlH be. necessary to ex- 
amine into the nature of such objects, in 
order that we "may be enabled to determine 
upon the third article of myjarrangement, 
viz the good or evil resulting from a tenden- 
cy to War, or, the operation of its effects up- 
on society at large. — In the first formation 
of society, a disposition to war must have 
been more general than it is at this 
time : every man, in fact, became a sort of 
warrior from absolute necessity 5 in as far 
as, without engaging in pursuits of a sangui- 
nary and warlike nature, it was impossible 
for him to provide the necessaries of life, and 
to defend himself from beasts of prey. At 
length, from slaying certain animals to satis- 
fy his hunger, and from sacrificing others tO 
render him more secure} liis hands were 
continually imbrued in blood, and his mind 
was habitually accustomed to the most dis- 
gusting scenes of slaughter and barbarity ? 
the natural ferocity of his temper was in- 
creased : his imagination,-nrfrom associating 
the ideas of slaying and of food, the last of 
which could only be procured through the 
medium pf the first; from anticipating, I 
say, the enjoyment of the food, not only be- 
came reconciled Ip the slaughter, but took a 
pleasure in contemplating the act, as prepa- 
ratory to ihe*gratiiicatiop of his appetite. In 
this state, it is not to be supposed that so- 
ciety entertained much sense of right or» 
wrong : their calls were all of them essen^ 
tial, and all of tbpm of the same nature. Is 
it to be wonder^ at then, that,— seeing 
their usual occupation, seeing their disposi- 
tions mfecAd with a love of bjood, and, 
mor^ver, itflecfing upon the difficulties 
tliq^ust have encountmd to obtain these 
accommodations, wTCtehedf as they were; 
they should be urged to the destruction of 
one another, provided, by this step, they 
were likely to gratify their wants with great- 
er ease, or in greater plenty! From this, it 
must appear that thBo$*sc/i, for wbic^ man- 
kind originally fought. Were sensual: qf 
which, indeed, a most striking example is 
presented to us by Garcilasso de la Vega, 
who makes mention of a nation in South * 
America that wei» to war With other ulhcs. 
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with ft view of riolatkOg the ^l^vet 
that might be Uken^ wtibm thfty^ ftfier- 
ivards^ confinad until the delivery of tbeir 
offspring, which (shocking to relate) were 
fattened torn frocfl 'Aeir motheift, barha- 
ronsiy murdered and eaten Igr tbeir inhuman 
/athf^s ! Such an instance of unnatural de-* 

. pravity is scarcelv credible : the mind sick* 
ena«at the thouant of it, and is appalled at 
the profligacy of the race !— — But, without 
going to these extreme^ses, it is easy to 
shew that, as mankind advanced in civiliza- 
tion, the Greets/ for which they fought, 
were more ratipnal : their wars, being 
conducted by persons regularly embodied, 
were less bloody, less brutal, and less fre- 
qiicnt. Heretofore, in this country, when, 

• in feudal times^ one lord made war upon 
another the objects, they had in view, 
were mostly selfish, and the lives of their 
respective vassals were sacrificed to gratify 
some private passion of envy, jealousy^ or 
revenge 5 to all of whlbh, by our present 
mode of warfare, men engaged in battle are 
superior : and if, as is generally ti)p case, the 
motives, that induce them to engage, are not 
so disinterested as they are frequently sup- 
posed to be ; yet, when they are once in ac- 
tion, the motives are forgotten, magnanimi* 
ty is displayed, every noHe feeling is sum- 
moned on the occasion, and, instead of being 
egged on, as in former times, by personal 
malice and ill-will, each party strives to gain 
its end in a mannqjr as little destructive to the 
other, as it can. Hence, we see that modern 
warfare has the advantage of that anciently 
in use : it is better jcalculated not only to re- 
press the gross passions of mankind, but to 
substitute noble virtues in tbeir room. This 
is greatly to be attributed to the olfjecis be- 
ing of a different description *, but, more es- 
pecially, to what is sometimes inconsiderate- 
ly condemned as a proceeding repugnant to 
every principle of justice : I mean the fight* 
ing, as it were by proxy, in the person of an 
army. Surely, Mr. Cobbett, if war be ne- 
cessary, (and, from the experience histoc;) 
affords us, it is unavoidable) it is better that 
it should be carried pn by men who are ca- 
pable of exercising discretion, of discrim^H^ 
ting with judgment, and of acting with mo^ 

• deration $ than by others, who blinded by 
their passion, think of nothing but grati|yiug 

• tbeir will, and, having lost tbeir reason, de- 
scend to a state of intemperate brutality.— 
By a little farther consideration, it must ap- 
pear still* more evident that our present sys- 
tem of warfare is superior) and the ootipns 
of Injustice, cruelty, and immorality attach- 
ed to raising standing armies, whose business 
it is occasionally to ^ht, is ^ vulgftr preju- 


dicftpHsing ftxm ft supposition that jf iwdi 
bodies- were not instituted, mankind would 
live in peace. That this, however, would 
not be the case, it » humbly presumed, the 
preceding remarks, have shewn : for, rf the 
practice (which is itelf one of iIm r^ne- 
menta of civiliaatioa) were abolished; alk 
other improvements would decline : science, 
^trade, and arts, no longer would be protect- 
*ed ) and the country, wherein the abolition 
took place; would be reduced to a state of 
abject slavery to another power, by which it 
had not been carried into effect : or, in the 
event of its being universally adopted, man- 
kind would gradually revert to its original si- 
tuation of uncultivated ferocity. In aid of 
this, it need only bo observed that civiliza- 
tion results, by degrceB, from a spirit of war- 
fare continually kept alive: I say continmh 
Ijf, because, if the acquirement of, the first 
object (for new objects will arise in order one 
after the other) be sufficient to subdue that 
spirit for a time ; the nation which is so sa- 
tisfied will never make any considerable 
progi'ess: it is liable to relapse, in the inter- 
im, to its former state of barbarity, from 
which, each successive spirt would only be 
sufficient to recover it to the situation, it 
bad# in the first instance arrived at ; whence, 
it would again decline, and so, alternately, 
flow and ebb, without advancing one jot be- 
yond the point, it had originally gained. If 
the Americans before alluded to had kept 
alive their spirit, instead of kindling it every 
now and then to grati^ their^ippetites ; they 
would, in the first place, have been better 
employed, and, in the next, have been made 
sensible of the criminality of tbeir conduct. 
By way of example, take into consideration 
tile practice of the Homans ; who, in the in- 
fancy of tbeir establishment, actuated by re- 
venge, bad recourse to a measure in a very 
slight degree similar, with a view, principal- 
ly, ®f resenting an affront, they had received ; 
after having accommodated their diflerences 
with the Sabines, a war with whom, their 
conduct naturally produced ; they did not, 
however; rest at home, in indolent possession 
of the Ejects they had acquired $ they did 
not give tteroselves up to, w'hat might them 
be called, luxury and ease; but preserved 
tbeir spirit of military enterprise, and, in the 
reign of their sixth king, found themselves 
in a condition to send out an army of 80,000 
men. As thay advanced in civilization, 
tbeir mHitary strength increased; so mbeh 
so, that, in the time of the commooweahb 
(not long before Hannibal appeared) they« 
were able, comprehending the neighbouring 
states in dllanoe with them, to omster, in 
the invasion made upon them by the Gauls, 
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700.000 foot, and fOtQQO horse j and of 
themselves; iiiciuding only Rome and Cam- 
pania, they could bring iiuo the held* 

250.000 foot, and 2J,000 hor^e ! At 
these times, it is^reported. Home was in a 
higher stale of civilization, than at any 
Other respectively preceding them 5 and in 
proportion as its military e6tdbii<«hment in- 
creased, so did the virtue of its people:, 
which proves that a tendency to war, instead 
of generating immoral actions, and promo- 
tiiig vicious habits, elevates the mind, puri- 
fies human nature, and divests it of its sen- 
sualities. Prom which; however, is not to 
be inferred that a nation, to be ptosperous, 
must always be at war: the objects, for 
which Its spirit should be kept alive, aie not 
so much the extension of its dominion, as 
the retension of that which it may be pos- 
sessed of: if vigilance be employed in the 
proper direction of a tendency to w'ar, few 
objects will stimulate more powerfully than 
jealousy of encroachment, either upon the 
teriilory itself or upon the privileges of its 
constitution; and a good government will 
always be jealous of the movements of its 
neighbours, whereby, (without being petu- 
lant or bickering for trifles) circumstances 
will occur sufficiently otten to ^;ive an oppor- 
tunity of combining practice with the theory. 
In short, for a nat*on to be secuie in the 
maintenance of its dignity, and to have the 
power of prosecuting those measures that 
will give permanency Jo ih existence ; it is 
absolutely necessary that it should bo ]n'e- 
pared to resist encroachment, and p >>soss 
the meansof correcting insolence ; without 
resorting, upon every occ«tsion, to the efl'orcs 
of its people indiscriminately amassed toge- 
ther; by which, the economy of its admi- 
nistration would be deranged, and its pro- 
gress in refinement* unavoidably retarded — 
IV. To determine npon the fourth and last 
point that remains to be considered, viz.^he 
advantages or disadvantagesof a tendenc}r to 
war, wh^en compared with a disposition to 
peace ; it is material to inquire if mankind, 
in a state of peace, is less averse to the de- 
struction of one anetber, than in time of 
open war ? In resolving this inquiry, it will 
be found that the gros:>er passions (to gratify 
which, it has been presumed, the spirit of 
warfare took its rise) are more readily 
wrought upon and less easily sa^tisfied in 
peace than in open war : the absence of the 
nobler virtues, such as courage* fortitude 
and perseverance, giving in thU instance, 
iq>oa the same principle as in the last, a 
greater latitude to the will ; though, at the 
tame time, preventing its being exercised to 
the full extent, by fear, weakness, an J irre- 


*iolutioo being substituted in their stead* 
Hence it is thai less real devastation is com- 
mitted in those nation^ mosMy living in it 
state of peace, than in others tnoie frequent^ 
ly eng£^e*d in War ; but, it is to be obst^rved, 
that, in thefoimer, attempts are often made* 
to sucrifke human life to become possessed 
of certain objects ; the only difference be- 
tween them being, that, in the latter, dpen 
measures are employed (if any are employed 
at all) to effect thec^same purposes, which 
gives the party th1it is attacked an opportu- 
nity of exerting himself in his defence; 
whiJe,dn the other, insidious operations are 
directed against him, which^ in the end, 
prove equally destructive, but are projected 
and clirried into execution without endan- 
gering the aggressor •‘---That a disposition to 
peace generates coivardue cannot, for a 
moment, be disputed ; and that " cowardice 
is the mother of cnifUy,'' is a position as 
generaliyadmitted, ^ Of these two facts, we 
have a piominent instance in the Chinese 
nation ; which has been noticed by^you, Mr. 
Cobbett, aa an example of the etfects of a 
people Jiving in nii almost perpetual state of 
peace. So mean and dastardly are their 
spirits, that, it is recorded by modern histo- 
rians, the very act of Jiymg hand upon the 
hilt of a sword is suflnient to make them 
tremble from head to foot ; and he must be 
a man, the nerves of whose system are of*a 
more firm and tense nature than is ordina- 
rily the caie, who can support himself from 
fainting at an exhibition of the blade ! And 
yet, Sir, this is then.ilion whose refinement 
in cruelty, is such, as tcdisplay, in its code 
of penal laws, punishmeuts far more excru-^ 
ciating ilian ar6 adopted, or even known, in 
other countries w'hcre a disposition to war 
exists : in addition to breaking upon the 
rack, they have recourse to hain-stringing, 
burning out the eye-sight with unslaked 
lime, and many other tortures that are nei- 
ther fit nor necessary to he spoken of. But, 
in no instance, is the abominable inhumanity 
of this people more conspicuous, than in 
the unnatural sin of infanticide, which is 
ca^eU to such an extent, that, in the streets 
o^^ekin alone. It is estimated, from two to 
three thousand babes are annually exposed, 
to fall a prey, both alive and dead, to the 
dogs<.and swine that roam about in search of 
food ! The very few times they have been 
engaged in war, tbe same cowardice has dis- 
played itself, and has urged them to extremes 
as ridiculous as they were pusillanimous : in 
an account of the invasion of Yecunan, (one 
of their provinces,) it is reported; the inha- 
bitants were so terrified, that, in order (0 
avoid the enemjb they absolutely hanged and 
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drowned themselves^ for fet^r it is snd ^necessary* measure/^ It is ItfathmBJ, 

needless to dwell any longer upon this des^ then, to inveigh indiscriminately, against 
picable race : let us take another view at the war, without examining into the objects^ for 
Romans, who, by means of a tendency to which it is carried on; it is folly to stigiiia<« 
war, raised themsefves from a tribe of tize it with the cant plirases of modern phi« 
plundering shepherds to a great and wealthy losophy, without looking into the principle, 
•people, who were, at once, the awe> the upon wliich it is conducted. Let the objecf 
* wonder, and yet the admiVation of their co- be proved defective ; shew its error, and 
tenivporaries ; and are, even in these days, .point out a remedy ; and if, after this, (no 
hplden up as an example of fortitude, digni- matter whether the issue of-the contest turn 
ty and valour worthy Ofrimitation. By suf* out favourable or not) war'be prosecuted and 
fering their military spirit^o decline, how* human life sacrificed ; then may it, with 
ever 3 by giving themselves up to the luxu* great propriety, be called a wanton waste of 
ties of peace 3 and by relinquishing pursuits blood, and a pure, unadulterated evil. That 
of a warlike nature (most likely,/or want of this, very often, is the case, no person can 
oljed\ sufiiciently attractive 3 for they had deny; but then, it is not a sufficient reason 
arrived at their ne plus ultra, in potnt of why the proceeding should altogether be 
dominion) : this nation, this terror of the condemned: there ate few measures, how- 
world, this con<iaermg race of heroes was re- ever excellent in their nature, but are subject 
duced to the extremity of employing hireling to being misapplied, and it not unfrequeiitly 
troops to fight its battles, which, as may be happens, that this very excellence in their 
naturally expected, led to a total overihiow nature, renders them the more liable to per- 
of the empire. The Greeks (another nation version. I am, therefore. Sir, inclined to 
equally renowned, in history) shared the agree with you perfectly jn opinion, that 
same fate, by suffering their w'arlike tenden* | wai, generally speaking, U*^^goodi though, 
cy to decline 3 so that, when attacked, in like the greater part of other good things, 
the fifteenth century, by theTuiks, they not unmixed with cciV.*’— — I remain. Sir, 
were under the necessity of leaving their de- yours, See. — S. L --^Holbom, March IQ, 
fence to mercenary soldiers, it being impoa- 1808. 

sible to presail upon a single native to lake — — ~ 

up arms on the occasion ; in consequence of , OFFICIAL PAPERS, 

which, they, also, fell an easy prey to the Russia.— --/l/cworifl/ presented to Count 

ambition of their enemies.— In short. Sir, Romamnff, the Ruman Minister JbrFo>^ 
let it be considerediin which way you please, reign by t^e English Merchants 

a.tendency to war, under proper rcstiittions, reddent at St. Peter d^urgrt, the result of 
is not only pieferable to a tendency to peace; which was the notification by the Count 
but is essentially, important to tlic interests that the Passports required would be grants 
of a nation. Even in private society, with ed. — Feb. 28, 1808. 
the best intentions in the world, it is almost We, the English Merchants who bad 

impossible to go through life without rrea- tJie honour of waiting on your excellency on 
ling enemies; and it must not therefore be Saturday morning, take the' liberty of slating 
expected, that a nation, which is an object of to your excellency in writing certain points 
universal observation, can long exist in per- of our conversation, to which we are most 
feet harmony and peace. War, when con- partfailariy desiroua of drawing the attentiou 
sidered by itself, is, like most ocher measures of your excellency —Your excellency was " 
that cause the shedding of human blood, good enough to assure us, that our detention 
hurtful to the mind and repugnant to the here was^ only a measure of precaution, 
feelings; but, as 1 observed particularly In adopted until information should be received 

my first letter, it is not the medium, but the of the manner in which* Russian merchants 

object, that is to be looked at: and, mor^ should be treated in England. On this sub^ 
over, in support of what I then said, respect- jeet. permit us most positively to assure your 

Ing the connexion between virtue and public excellency, that all our advices from Eng- 

happiness, it is worthy of remark, that,« al* land agree in stating, that neither the pro* 

though' the objects, .which operate individual- perty nor ,the persons of Russian merchants 

ly upon the respective inclinatioos of some are in any way molested ; and it is with the 

men, are fuch as induce them to engage in IfHitmost deference that wc presume to 
war from a principle of self interest; yet, to your excellency, that had such steps been 
the common object to be attained by t(ie resorted to in England, the sufferers would 
joint influence of their exertions, can never Jong since l\pve made known (heir ceA to 
beinconsUtent with the principles of virtue, their friends here, and that it must havo 
if that war be, strictly speaking, a jut^ been commanicated to your exceUency. Al«< 
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though an embargo was laid on Rqssian Holland.— Decree issued (he King ^ 
shipping, tn consequence of the detention of Haltand, daieJ Jan. 24, 180S« relative to 
British ships in this country, yet the lenient ‘ the abrogation of the Knipheusenjlag* 
measures adopt^ on that occasion by his Louis Napoleon, by the Grace or 
Imperial Majesty's government were not and the tonstitution of ^ the kingdom. King 
without their effect on ours. — We have now of Holland, and Constable of Prance,— Pur- 
'certain information, by letters of 22d Dec. suant to^tbe actual ratification of the treaty, 
(N. 8.) that the embargo has not only been conclude at Fontainbleao, on the I Ith of 
taken off, but an Order of Council has been^ Nov. 1807, by which the Lordships of 
issued, permitting the cargoes of all vesseh'' Knipbausen and Varel, are united to this 
which may have sailed from the ports of kingdom, in like planner as the territories 
Russia before the 1st of January to be deli- which are compriJicd in the possessions of the 
vered to the consignees, and after receiving princes, constituting a part of the confbdera- 
their freights, &c. allowing the ships them* cy of ;he Rhine, we have decreed and do 
selves, as in time of peace, to return. We heieby decree as fellows Art. I. The 
trust your excellency will not consider the Knipbausen flag being abrogated in conse- 
adoption of hostile steps by the English go- quence of the utiion of that territory with 
vemment against ships of war and their this kingdom, shall be no longer recognized, 
crews (the obvious and almost necessary or valid. The consuls and other agents of 
consequence of the unfortunate misunder- Count Bentinck, as Lord of Varel and Knip- 
standing betwixt the two countries), as just hausen, shall be no longer recognized in the 
cause for detaining die persons of merchants, said capacities.— II. All inhabitants of the 
or other private individuals : and it ought Knipbausen (and Varel territories shall be at 
still less to affect us, who, during a long re- liberty to carry Dutch colours. They are 
sidence in Russia, have endeavoured by loy- charged tachango the antlent colours, which 
alty and good conduct, to merit a conti- they may have belonging to their vessels, the 
nuancq, of that generous protection which same being utterly cancelled.— *111. All re- 
we have hitherto enjoyed. We further beg quests made to Count Bentinck, for leave to 
leave to add, that we have discharged every- sail under the ancient flag, shall imnpediately 
debt, and that in the event of our departure, be sent to our Minister of Finance.— —I V. 
no inconsiderable property will remain under Our Ministers of Finance, of the interior, of 
sequestraiicn. Most of our relatives have Justice and Police, and of Mai ine, arc charged 
ceased to write to us, under the pleasipg ex- with the execution of the present deciee, 
pectation of soon seeing us, whence our fa- which shall be made ppblic in all places 
mily affairs, Wi^iich now demand our whole where it may be deemed necessary, 
attention, as the sole means of future sub- 
sistence, suffer not a little, whilst the absence France —^A Senutus, Consultum, rf the 
of all occupation renders us doubly sensible JptA Feb, 1808, published by order of the 

to the painful uncertainty of our situations. French Government, contains the following 

—Under these impressions we once more dispositions* 

beg to recommend our cause to your excel- Art. I. Such foreigners as shall render, 
lency's protection f and from the favourable or have rendered eminent aei^icea to the 
manner in which your excellency was pleased state, or who possessed particular talents, 
to express your sentiments on the subject, shall settle in France, and introduce there 
we ventured to persuade ourselves that your any useful invention or branch of industry, 
ex^llency will represent our cas^ in such a shall, after twelve months residence, enjoy 
point of view to the higher powers, as to ail the rights of French citizens.— 2. This 
produce the removal of those obstacles which privijegf shall be conferred to them by our 
have so loag interposed to prevent oar de* special decree, by virtue of the report of a 
partureJ— According to your excellency’s pjfnister, after the council of slate shall have 
permission, we inclose a list of the names of ^een heard.— 8. A copy of the said decr^ 
the- young men (iflives) in the different shall be delivered to the foreigners so iMtu**' 
oounting-bouses, tp whose peculiar situation rallied, signed by the grand judge, minister 
we claimed your excellency’s attention, and of justice.— 4. With this copy be shall pre^ - 
in whose behalf yon so kindly promised your sent himself before the municipality of tho 
inlerferenoe. We answer for their nevei^ place wht^re he means to reside, and take the 
having teen engaged in commerce, either <li- opth of cbp^ence to the constitati6n of the 
rectly 6r indirectly. V ellegiance to the Emp^or. 
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Fiauce has but to suspend her navigation laws and the seas are filled with vessels that bring homeher 
commerce. 1 he English cruisers have domineered over the sea j but, like crows, that are scared by 
^bundle of rags, no sooner docs a piece of buntep, marked with thirteen snipes, depend from the mast 
luad, than our brave sailors are compelled to sheer cfT, and the wealth and commerce of France are 
earned as safely over t|^ Atlantic, as if lodged in a British 74 She has millions floating which no 
enemy can reach ; she'%n^ys every benefit of her colonics without the risk of capture or detention ; 
she may fit out nothing but privateers and cruizers to attack our trade, and distress our colonies, whilst 
her own are beyond the efforts of our aimed vessels. She lets out her colonies to farm upon a rack rent, 
which rent she is sure to receive, as she is the only customer for the neat produce ; and thus, by a 
“ contrivance as ingenious and lortunate for herself, as it is ruinous for us, she unites the whole benefits of 
“ war with alUhe security of peace.**— -Bell's Weekly MessenceIi, previous to the Issuing of the 
Orders in Council. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

American States. 1 was in hopes, 

that, after my last number, there would have 
been no further necessity of saying any thing 
more ti bout tins eticmy in disguise; but, a 
publication, which has appealed under the 
title of a Debate in the House ofil^rds, and 
which publicatem includes certain resolu- 
tions, said" to have been proposed to that 
House by Lord Holland (one of the persons 
who negociated and concluded the treaty sent 
back by Mr Thomas Jefferson), demands 
jparlicular attention. Theie are other sub- 
jects, which, in point of national impor- 
tance, would com man d a piefcrence, such, 
for instance, as the prricccd'ugs upon the re* 
version bill; but, tins subject commands a 
preference in point of lime. The American 
new negocidtors. are coming ; and, it is ex- 
pedient that the public be put upon its guard 
Against the numerous tucks, which the 
American fundholders and meichant« will 
play off, while the negoci ition is going on. 
The debate took place on the 2 ()th of last 
month, and the resolutions, proposed by 
Lord Holland, were as follows I. 
That it appears to this house, that his 
majesty harh been advised, without any 
alleged provocation from the United 
States of America, to issue Orders in 
Council, on and subsequent to the I Uh 
of Nov. I807, for interrupting nearly 
wliole of the commerce of the said states 
with the continent of Europe; for limit- 
ing such trade to be carried on in fiHure 
through British ports only (wiii the ex- 
ception of tieutral and allied ports in cer- 
tain ca^ps) thereby exposing it to such re- 
striclioos and duUes, and even piohibi- 
tions, ns the government of Great Britain 
niay think (it to impose upon it; and for 
Contisrating the property of the citizens 
** of the said states^ in all cases where the 
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'' same shall be accompanied by particular 
documents certifying the place of its 
growth or manufacture.— IJ. That it 
appears to this house, that previous to the 
^ issuing of the said Ciders in Council, a 
' negociation had been can ied on between 
^ this country and the United Slates of 
^ America for the maintenance of peace 
' and friendship between them, aad that a 
^ treaty had been actually signed lespecfmg 
^ some of the most material points in dis- 
^ cushion ; that a desire had been expressed 
■ by the government of the said United 
' States for the addition of certain other 
provisions to the said treaty, and that a 
pioposiil was madc^for renewing the ne- 
gociation for that purpose ; but that this 
oiler was abnipily and inlemperately re- 
jected by his majesty’s ministers.——— 
III. That at the time when the said Or- 
deisweic issued, his majesty’s ministers 
had recently received from the ministers 
of the United States in this kingdom as- 
surances* that the injurious decrees of his 
majesty’s enemies bad not, in any one in- 
stance, been executed against the com- 
merce or navigation of the United States : 
and that from all that had passed subse- 
quent, to the issuing of tlie said decrees, 
his majesty’s ministers had every reason 
to conclude, that an/attempt of the ene- 
my so to execute the same, would be de- 
cidedly resisted by the government of the 
United States; whereby it must have 
happened, either that the said decrees 
would «have continued to be wholly nugA^* 
(ory and ineffectual, or that the enemy, 
by endeavouring to enforce the saihe, 
’W’ould have driven the United States into 
a closer connection with tiiis country.-^ 
IV. That It appears to this house, that the 
Order issued by his majesty in council, on 
the 7th of Jan I8O7, was not intended to 
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“ interrupt neutrals in a ctimn^rce of 
charge from port to port uf the enemies’ 
** territories; that such was uiiderstcxxi to 
be its legal construction by those who 
wherein his majesty*s seivice at tlie time 
said Order was issued; and that an 
“ expljnatioii to that effect was given by 
them to the Danish minister^ in an oRicial 
note dated on the 17 th ofMarcb, I 8 O 7 .— 
V. That in a note from the American Se- 
** cretaiy of State to Mr. Erskine^ dated on 
'' the 20th of the same month, considerable 
unetisiness was expressed, under an ap- 
prehension of a contrary kiterpretation of 
the said Order ; That although the above 
mentioned note was actually received by 
bis majesty's present ministers in the 
month of April hi&t, yet no steps have 
been taken thereon up to the present 
hour, for removing the unfounded ap- 
prehensions of the American government 
on a point to wliich they appear to have 
attached so much importance: That by 
thi) omission, much unnecessary irritation 
has been suffered to prevail in America, 
long gfter it was in the power of his ma- 
jesty’s ministers to have effectually re- 
moved the same ; and fresh obstacles to 
conciliation and friendship have thus wan- 
tonly been inteiposed.— — VI. That it is, 
** therefore, the opinion ol this house, that 
'' the sakl Orders are in themselves unjust 
y and impolitic; that the issuing of them at 
** the time, and uncier the circumstances 
above mentioned, was an act of the ut- 
most improvidence and rashness ; and 
'' that, by abruptly breaking off a friendly 
** negociation, and withholding a satisfacto- 
ry explanation on a point, on , which it 
** might have been given with so much ease 
'' and advantage, *his majesty 'a ministers 
have acUd in disregard of our true policy, 
which ib to cultivate the friendship of a 
nation, whose interests and prosperity are 
y so intimately interwoven with our own; 
and haye conducted themselves in a man- 
net the least adapted to enable hts majesty 
** to maintain thatcmaritime superiority, on 
'' which the greatness, and even the exist- 

** ence of his empirc so much depend.” 

These’ resolutions were negativ^ by a very 
great majority ; but, that is not quite suffi- 
cient to satisfy me. I wish m shew my 
readerb, that they merited their** fate.— 
Tkclirst lesohition barelv states well-known 
tacts except as far as relates to the provoca- 
tion gt\en by America. It was, upon that 
ground, perhaps, proper to negative the re- 
b/lutioii; else tor my part,%hould have 
bi^en gl 111 to see it pass in the affirmative ; 
for, cciulnl^ , one object of the Orders in 


Council was to knock up the trade of Ame- 
rica with France and all her dependent 
states.— The second resolution censures 
the refttsaUon tlie part of the present minis- 
ters, torcsunfie the negociation with Ameri- 
ca upon the basis of the treaty, which Mr.. 
Thomas Jefferson had sent back, with mar- 
ginal notes, like amended articles of capitula- 
tion. “ The American government,” -Lord 
Holland's resolution ^ays, “ expiessed tu 
have certain coa^imons added to the said 
treaty, and proposed to renew the nego- 
elation, for that purpose; but, that tins 
proposal was inlemperately rejected by 
** his Majesty's present ministers.*’ I'o 
those, ^ho had thought it quite becoming in 
a king of England to enter upon a negocia- 
tion respecting objects, in order to accom- 
plish which, the oilier party had ]>asbed an 
act of non -importation ; to men w ho could 
advise the king to enter upon a negociation 
with an openly avouied rod shaking ov6r his 
shoulders ; to men of this Immble and sub- 
missive cast of mind, the turning of the poor 
worm, wh&i trodden upon, would, doubt- 
less, appear to be an act of intemperance.” 
But, to ihose who have not the good fortune 
to be made wholly of earth, I think, that the 
rejection of the proposition of Mr. Thomas 
Jefferson will appear to have been marked 
with mildness, rather than with intempe- 
rance. The case stood thus : Thomas 
wished to obtain from England several con - 
cessions, tlie chief of which was, that she 
should, by positive stipulation, give up her 
right to search for her own seamen, on board 
of American ships, such' ships being in all 
parts of the world, and every where offering 
to our sailors the easv means of desertion. 
In order to accomplish his objects, Thomas 
(his Christian name, like that of any other 
potentate, is enough) sends an embassy to 
England, or rather, he sends over a negocia- 
tor to assist bis minister already here. But, 
lest the eloquence of these two should fail, 
he procures to be passed, previous to the de- 
parture of his negociator, an act of Con- 
gress, enabling him, whenever he should 
^ge proper, to prohibit the importation of 
^rtaia English goods ; or, in other words, to 
cramp and embarrass, as he and the Congress* 
thought, the commerce and thefioancea cf 
England ; and this act, it was openly de- 
clared, was intended to be put in execution, 
the moment England refused to make the 
demanded concessions. Under Xucii cir- 
cumstances would you, reader, had you been 
a minister of England, have advised the 
king of England to etUer upon a negociatjon 
with Thomas Who, amongst my readers, 
is there, owing a sum of money to his 
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neighbour^ and seeing that neighbour ac- 
company his demand of payment with the 
shaking of a hoisewhipat the creditor $ who« 
amongst the English people^ is «there« that 
woeldi under such circumslancesi consent^ 
for one moment, even to /a/i aboitf the debt? 
Which of them would not say : lay down 
our whip; beg my pardon for the out- 
ragoous insult; and then I will discuss' 
with you the siibjepj^f your demand, but 
until you do that, you at defiance?** 
] f such ought to be the conduct of every 
mau, in the case of a Just demand, apcompa- 
nied with an insulting threat, what ought to 
be his conduct in the case of an i/rtjusi de- 
mand, accompanied with a similar threat ? 
Yet did the late ministry enter on a negocia- 
tiou without saying, as far as the public has 
heard, one single syllable about the noa> 
importation act, which was suspended from 
time to time, in order to sec bow they would 
behave. Their treaty a’rs, at last, returned 
by Mr. Thomas Jefferson, accompanied with 
the additions,’* which lie wis]}cd to have 
made. No,” said the present ministeis, 
we will not renew the old negociation 
with you. We shall be happy to treat 
with you upon a new basis ; but, we will 
have nothing to do with the amended ar- 
tides of capitulation.’* As a step previoui 
to negociation, they would, 1 hope, have 
demanded a repeal of the non importation 
aet ; a laying asjde of the horse-whip. It 
is said, that America li«*is a right to pass 
what laws she pleases to regulate the 
trade carried on with hei .’* Very true ; 
and we have just as good a right to determine 
whether we shall enter upon a negociation 
with her, or not. Your taylor, for instance, 
has an undoubted right to buy his cloth of 
another draper, and not of you ; but, have 
you not as good a right to employ another 
taylor ? 1 know there is no law to prevent 
the Americans from being outrageously inso- 
lent to us ; but, I also know, that there is 
no law to prevent us from resenting that in- 
solence. Let them pas» acts of non-impor- 
tatien, ’till the very stones in the street rise 
up against their stupid vanity ; but, let >ot 
the said acts be' pointed solely at England 
let them not think to bully us out of any 
thing. Mr. Canning’s letter, refusing to re- 
new the negociation upon the basis of the 
amended articles of capitulation (for 1 can 
call the treaty nothing else), was, in my opi- 
nion, rather too ^condescending towards 
America. It did fesent the insult; bur, it 
did not resent it in terms sufficiently strong. 
Tameness towards America has, all along, 
been the fiiult of En^and ; nor need we 
much wondea at it, when we cohiider the 
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grrat infiuencef the numerous voles, of 
those, who, either directly or indirectly> 
have been, and still are, so deeply interested 
in the funds and lands and trade of America. 
The questions, which I, some time ago, put 
to Mr. Alexander Baring, touching his Amb- 
riean citizenship; his ownership of Amen* 
can vessels; his trade in those vessels to the 
countries of our enemy ; and his ownership 
of American stock, being the amount of the 
loan, with which America purchased Loui- 
siana of France: these questions that fa- 
mous petitioner, and his no less famous ptiifi* 
publisher, of the Morning Chronicle, have 
suffered to remain unanswered. The pro- 
cess, by which we were to be done out of 
our maritime rights was curious enough. 

King Cong** talks big and threatens. 
His fund aud land and ship owners heie as- 
semble, issue their circular letters, plague 
the ministers, and, at last, come to parlia- 
ment with a petition, in which they declare, 
that unless matters arearianged with King 
Cong,” England will be mined. He brags 
of his resources and his power; but they 
talk of his inability to pay them, if England 
destroy his trade. ’ He cuts off his resourcce 
by his own act» and his minions here blame 
the ministers for making him poor. ** You 
“ shall yield to me,** says hci “ your right 
of searching for seamen, or 1 will pass a 
non-importation act and lay an embargo.** 
For God’s sake,” q^-y the minions, pre-t 
** vent hi> passing the acifand laying the 
embargo, for, if he does it, vre shall not 
be paid what he owes us;” and, it follows, 
of course, that we are to yield to him the 
right, for that only will pres cut him from 
passing his act and laying his embargo. It 
was upon the influence of this his faction 
here, that King Cong" relied for the car- 
rying of hia ends ; and, if the lata nuojifters 
had remained in power, tliere is, I think, 
suxficient proof, that he would l|ay6 suc- 
ceeded.— To the third resolutioii of Lord 
Ho’iiind, the letter which will be found at 
the end of this Summary may serve as an an- 
swer. JFhal reason hod '' the ministers 

to conclude, that any attempt of the cne- 
my to execute the decree would be 
cidedly resisted by America ?*' Wliat rea- 
son ? I ca*i discover none, any where ; and 
as to the driving^' of the United States imo 
a closer connectkiir with this countiy,” 
alas for the poor nation, if governed by men 
who could really entertain the hope. Let 
Lord Holland read Mr. Thomas Jefierson's 
new8papers| of which I will presently givq 
him a few extracts, and tlen talk, if be can, 
about America being driven into a closer 
copaection with England.— —1 he fourth 
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and fifth resolutions shew, that, if the late 


ministers did understand their own Order in 
Council, nobody else did. The sixth re- 

solution, which is a recapitulation of the for- 
mer ones, contains, besides, the sentiment, 
thiV it is pur true policy to cultivate the 
friendship of America, because her iiitc- 
rests and prosperity are in timatt»ly inters 
woven* with our own," The clo'ic of his 
lordship’s speech, as reported in the Morn- 
ing Chronicle, before referred to, amplifies 
the expression of this sentiment. “When 
** we saw all Europe under the dominion of 
one man, piossing and uiging forward 
plans inimical to the interests and happi- 
ness of mankind, we might have looked to 
America for that order of things, conge- 
nial with our own feelings and our own 
views ; and as forming a counterpoise to 
the power of the ruler of the continent.” 
Wlialdots this mean, reader? I fancy it 
must mean, tliat, if the Orders in Council 
had not been issued, America would have 
joined us again-^t Fiance. If this be not the 
meaning, 1 am sure I do not know wdiat it 
is, and cannot even guess what it is. But, if 
this be the meaning of his lordship, I ven- 
ture to assert, that his lordship has been 
most grossly deceived. The Berlin decree 
was passed long before Mr. Jefferson made 
his last Congress speech j long before the 
American newspapers proposed a subscrip- 
tipn for giving rewards ip deserters from our 
ships of war j lotTg before our men were in- 
veigled away at Norfolk and New Yoik ; 
long before the toasts about the ** liberty of 
the seas” at Rochefoit and St. Petersburgh. 
But, Lord Holland and others have asserted, 
that the embargo arose out of our Orders in 
Council, and they have appealed to the Ame- 
rican newspapers for proof of the truth of 
this assertion. Let us, reader, appeal to 
those Si ' mi newspapers. In the Aukora,’ a 
papelr devoted to Mr Jefferson, the c/iief 
cause” of the embargo is stated, as follows : 

A proclamation of the British govern- 
** ment, asserting her r.ght, and declaiing 
her determination*' to jniiMU* a line of 
** conduct on the ocean iucoinpatible with 
the hitherto universally acknowledged 
** laws of nations, a conduct which has been 
the subject of fiispute between that ^ovt^rn* 
merit and ours for several years post, and 
to which siie was well assured, that we 
“ cduld not assent, w'ithout sacrificing our 
national honour and independence.” This 
is stated as the i hieff cause of the embargo 5 
and, though it appears, that our approaching 
Orders of Council had some weight, what is 
the ron.seijuenee, soeiiv' that Thomas and 
>e C^ongress appear not to have relinquisiied 
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tl)c project of forcing us to .abandon the right 
of search ? Embargo or w»ar or some hostile 
act must have comej and, therefore, it is not 
the Orders eff Council, but*the resolution of 
England not to yield her maritime rights, 
that is to blame. To tins point I have made 
many attempts to hold the citizens, who 
have speechified and petitioned against tlw 
Orders of Council. They seem to have no 
ears or tongues or for this question 

about searching fo^ seamen, thougli it is 
manifest, that this is the quchtion, upon which 
the two countries have, at last, come to an 

open quarrel. 1 wish to satisfy the public 

mind upon this point. Twish\o convince 
all menfthat it is not tho Orders in C’ouncil 
w'hich have produced the hostile measures 
of America. For this purpose, I take ano- 
ther extract, fiom the same paper (The Phi- 
ladelphia A uroi a), of the 17 th of February, 
some weeks after the Orders in Council had 
been received in AAerica. ** Much has 
** been said of the pacific disposition of the 
British caj'inet, much of their ardent de- 
** sire for peace and reconciliation ; but 
since the arrival of the king of England’s 
** squally” proclamation, which speaks a 
language which cannot be misunderstood, 
** we hope to hear no more of this. TJie 
** determination of the English ministry, 
expressed through their royal engine, M 
resist our claims and insist upon our sub- 
** mission, is unequivocal, tit now remains 
** for our government to say whether they 
will tread hack t \e steps they have taken 
** to procure us justice, or .whether by a 
** manful advance they will convince the 
enemies of America and the woild that 
** we are not to be bullied out of our rights 
** or intimidated to surrender our indepen- 
“ deuce. There is no room now for qiiib- 
** bling or sophistry. The question is a 
plain one. Shall we defend or sliall we 
comply ? As there can be no evasion there 
should be no hesitalidn, we know the men 
whom we have placed at the helm of our 
** ship too W'ell to suppose them capable of 
yielding to the exactions of foreign com- 
‘^-roanders, or of striking the colours while 
•*^lhere are hands ready to .support them.— 
** Principles of delicacy, of couitcsy, of lor- 
be»rance, it seems to us, should have 
*• taught a foreign court, while a negocia- 
** tion w'as pursuing with a neutral nation, 
** to’ refrain from publishing to the yorld its 
nltimste, its irremedrable decision upon 
** the most mateiial n^oints of that n«god«i- 
tion. Wasever.an ins'iance heard so sin- 
gular, .s6 opposite to the customs of civf- 
lized nations as the present* The Uiiitod 
States and England di^cr dpon this im* 
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fariant point, the right ^ seatch, to ad- 
just the difficulty aud. restore harhiony if 
possible, special instructiooft and authority 
are communicated to our ministers at 
** London; proppsals are madt^to theBri- 
(isli government. They promise to re- 
turn an answer, and while it is hourly 
• expected; on a sudden appeal's a procJa- 
Illation of that government, which Jpre- 
clpdes all further d^cussion upon ihep 
m** principal object of negoi iatiou ; refuses to 
'' hear either argunieB^jr reasoq, and says, 
my determination is fixed ; submit or 
" feel the effects of my displeasure. The 
'' measure appears to be a gross, d studied 
insult upon our national dignity; it seems 
intended as a ridicule upon our modera- 
'' tion, at the same time that it is a menace 
to frighten us from the giound we have 

taken.” llow false these facts, how 

fallacious this reasoning, it is needless, at this 
day to show, the subject having already nn- 
dergone so ample a discussion. All I wish* 
ed to show, by the quoting of this paper was, 
that it was the question of searching for sea* 
men, and not ilic Orders in Council, (hat 
was, and is regarded as of importance, in 
America. As this writer says, the two coun- 
tries are really at issue upon this question. 
The king has declared, that he never will 
yield the right of search, and the Amciicans 
have declared, that they will not submit to 
tfie exercise of that right. They would, it 
is'veiy likely, 'Com plain as loudly as Mr. 
Baring does of the Oiders in Couned; but, 
this thf7 cannot do, without complaining of 
Frame also, and their base partiality for that 
power will not sufl’er them to do that.— 
The American papers, which now lye before 
me, down to the 20lh of February, exhibit a 
picture of national feeling and affairs very 
different from what the people of Rngland 
would have expected to exist, had they be- 
lieved the representations of Mr. Alexander 
BaVing and his coadjutor, the Morning Chro- 
nicle. It w[ll be borne in mind, ih.at the 
Aurot a, from which alone I shall quote, up- 
on this occasion, is a paper devoted to Mr, 
Jefferson and his party. Let us hear, then, 
what sort of opinion they seem to entertain 
of the virtue of the members of Congres% 
•and other persons of infinence in America. 
—Feb. 2nd. " Under the Rose. Since 
the ai rival of Mr. Erskine's coheagudr, at 
the seat of government, merely out of 
compliment to Mr. Rose, Mr, Erskine 
has opened a levee every Tuesday even,'- 
ing^md it is very handsomely attended 
by members of loth houses /——Mr. Rose 
is not backward in politeness in return for 
these civilities. He has in the most pen- 


** descending manner waited ott’ several 
members at their own lodgings^, and has 
“ entered into very long and innocent con* 
" versations with them — sub rosa We 

propose publishing, (rom day to day, after 
'' the 1st of Feb., after the manner of the 
court papers in London, the nar/iwofcall 
the gentlemen and ladies who attend Mr. 
** Erskine’s levee, (sub rosaj merely for 
** public amusement, and to see how this 
kind [of court news ope 7 ates.’-**^Ii is a 
fact, that fifty thousand guineas have 
'' been landed from the Statira frigate,^^—^ 
To solve the question — Is that sum for 
** secret service money ? Wo have only to 
** Inspect the anglo-federal papers printed in 

** all our seaports. Could not your Parks, 

your Russels, your Langs, and your Colc- 
mans, your Relfs and your Bronsons, your 
Youngs, and your Dalchos— give some 
** account of its didrilution-^i\\o quantum 
** or portion allotted to Boston, to New 
York, to Philadelphia, &c. &:c. ^ 

— - Feb. 4 . The report of Mr Rose's 
'' home, we did not beliei'e, though 
we neard it before. Mr. Rose is coma 
** here to do something. Bullying and pa* 
layering have failed : there is one re- 
source more ; and that will be tiied : the 
GOLD that has corrupted all Europe, 
and destroyed all that it has corrupted, 
Willie tried here. ***—*¥ th, 10 . “ Citi- 

zens of America, the gold of Britain 
must be diffused abundantly ; or there is 
more profligacy in' some of your citizens, 
than the vilest of despotisms produce, 

Mark them,” Such is the language 

of Mr. JoJferson’s newspapers ; such the 
confidence they repose in that republican 
virtue, of which they have boasted so much, 
and of which the poor deluded enthusistic 
Brissot gave the European world such a flat- 

tering picture. The ne.xt thing I shall 

notjee, is, the alarm, evidently excited in 
America, by our exp^ition to Denmark. I 
said, that this would be the case, and here 
is the proof ot. it.— Feb. 3 . This 
doctrme was advanced by English aqd 
American federalists, Denmark, th^ 
asserted, was about to throw her mite 
into the scale of France to the evi« 
dent injury of England. This was the 
cry of every pimp and agent of the cor- 
rupt government of Britain ; a govern- 
ment, nbat is never at a loss for pretexts 
to encroach on her neighbours— it tyas 
this government, which without the ' 
shadow of proof to substantiate her in- 
famous conduct, basely and treacherously 
accomplished the destruction of the naval 
power of Denmark^ and piratically invader 
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edbcr territoiy: And why } Because Bri« 
tain tercsd that her iniquity would jifttly 
draw down upon her own head the veil- 

geance ’'of the whole world. ^Every 

S man recollects t^is hue and and ciy about 
French influence predominating at Copen* 
hagen. It was a fruitful, nay, the only 
source of justification which the friends 
of England could use to palliate this 
deed without a name/*— Mark the 
inevitable tendency of advocating such a 
doctrine.— If these wretches justified 
Britain ^Aen — will they not justify her in 
the commission of a similar act now when 
the U. States are charged whith being un- 
der the control of Bonaparte ? Every 
English agent and apostate American 
rings the same peal— and while they ap- 
plaud England for attacking Denmark 
they virtually invite the same power to a 
repetition of the tiagic scenes recently 
eiLhibited at Copenhagen.— -They pos- 
sessed no proof of the subserviency of 
Denmark to France— yet they jus ified 
Britain in almost annihilating that inno- 
cent nation, to appease her fears and sus- 
picions ■ —■■They possess no proof that 
America is under French influence— yet 
there are scoundrels in this country, who 
are weak and wicked enough to make the 
assertion, and thus invite hostility.— 
England never did, and never can exhibit 
evidence of the guilt of Denmark. It 
was her spies and agents there %vho gave 
the false inforraatioA on which ibegovern- 
ment acted. Her spies and agents here, 
are pursuing the same course ; and they 
expect the same oousequences ! — Oar 
cities w\il he Copenkagenin^d^^nd our 
ships, timber^ treasury, hsfe. will be 
amicably" deposited in Great B/Uain" 
— *-*What ! afraid of us ? Is it possible, 
that the gmt America should be afraid of 
** little Britain 5’* afraid of the nation, 
whom, but the other day, the Americans 
represented is expiring under the lash of 
France ? Oh, that example of Copenhagen 
has worked wonders in the worlds* It will 
•ive a deal of strife, war, and bloodshed. 

1 like to see the name of that city become a 
verb in the American dictionarv. ** Our 
cities will be copenhogenixed'* is an ex- 
cellent phrase. It is very tiue, that Sir 
John Warren would Copenhagen ire New 
York with a very little tioable.' Call not 
this the insolence of power, gentlemen ^ 
for, rccolUicr, that the quarrd betsieen us 
Mose solely out of your demand upon us to 
yield one of our maritime rights, Afler 
bucii a demand, we are at liberty to laugh at , 
your al«»i ms about die copenbageniaing of 


yonrekief. Tou thought, that the progress 
of Napokem upon •the continent, had broken 
down our spirits ; and, your generosity 
Suggested, that this was the happy moment 
for you po extort fronv us a concession, 
which would have humbled us and crippled 
Us for ever. Your generous purpose bus 
been frustrated ; England has given the 
world a proof that she still is mighty ; and 
you, from being the threatners, are becofiie 
the tremblers. Your^vindictive act of non*- 
importation is ans^tSied by the sending of a 
force capable of destroying your ports. 
Where is now all your vaunting about in- 
vading Jamaica and reducing Halifax to 
ashes ? — —The embargo is making dreadful 
w'ork ^ amongst the merchants and shop- 
keepers, and, indeed, amongst persons of 
all ranks and degrees in the country. The 
ciy against it was, at the date of the latest 
intelligence, pretty general. Mr. Jefler- 
son*s party had been endeavouring to obtain 
a Vote in approbation of it, in the legislative 
assembly of Pennsylvania ^ but they had 
failed.— Feb. 3d. The following is the 
rosolutiAn that was negatived , and such is 
the effect produced in the legislature of 
Pennsylvania, by the intrigues of men 
** who at this moment hold oflices of con- 
** fidence and trust under the executive of 
** the United Stales.— -Whereas, the go- 
vernment of the United States, h.iye 
deemed it expedient and promotive of the 
general inteiest of the nation to lay an 
embargo, and we the re|)resentatives of the 
people of Pennsylvania, do approve of 
the wisdom and patriotism of the niea- 
'' sure: and whereas, tKt re are to be found 
among us, persons claiming the rights of 
** American citizens, and enjoying all the 
benefhs of this free government, who are 
80 lost to all sense of patriotism, as to 
reprobate a measure called for by the best 
interests of tlie country: and whereas it 
Is incumbent upon a free people to sustain 
the measures of a government constituted 
by themselves, when they are obviously 
'^^terwoven with the general interest and 
^^fity of the nation. Iherefore Bx- 
SOLVED, by the bouse of representaiives 
of the commonwealth of Pennsylvani3> 
that tlie embai;go laid by the general go^ 
** vernment meets our hearty and entire ap- 
fi^iobation, and that we view in it a wise 
measure calculated to secure the peace of 
our country, lo preserve the property of 
oiif citizens, and tq procure afedress of 
our wrongs**— The feilure is, the reas 
der wdl perceive, attributed to men holding 
offices under Jei&rson; so that there must 
be a division even amongst that party tfacinis 
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selves ~*In the ^aa wbile^ it ta com- and one of the bloodiest^ perhaps, that, ever 
plained oC in a papier of«tbe ISth of Febru- was known in the world. The law of 
ary^ that the tory vessels going out of the Co^ienhagen will be the law of the landV' 
ports, on a CQOstingtnij^, trip oft* to /a- ^Tbe prospect is terrible, and for this pros* 
jHalca*' f 8ai(^, that this wguld be the pact the people have to thank the unnaturid 

cMsej but, if this be the case at the end of partiality, the vanity, the insolence, of their 
six weeks, what will it be, at the end of six rulers, and themselves. Here is an instance pf 
months? The party opposed tep Jefterson a nation having been brought by pure vanity, 
ask: what is the embargo for? Of what to a situation tiie most perilous and disgrace- 

** use is it? Why do you not go to war, 5r< ful that ever was wituei cd. They must 
let us live at peace? Why do you keep needs be " a great power!” They must 
us in this tantalizIWi^tatc?" The party needs dictate to England! Verily, (hey 
of Mr. Jefferson seem enraged at these will repent of this for many a long day. 
questions, and answer by threats of ven* The party of Jefferson are proposing (paper 
gcance upon the beads of their opfponents* of the 18th) to publish the names of all those 
We will ^ell yoja,” say they, for the members of Congress, who speak, or vote 
benefit of your British friends. The go- against the measures oi the President, (hat 
** venmient of the United Slates, clo not ** they may be.iBarM ready against the do?/ 
wish to go to war. As long as war is '' oj vengeance.** Many of these have hi<^ 
'' avoidable; they prefer remaining peace- therro been forward enough in their hostility 
ably within their own homes to shedding towards England; and, now, it seems they 
blood without unavoidable necessity. War are about to receive their reward. They 
is neither the passion of the government will, probably, dnd to their cost, that it is 
nor tlie interest of the people; they have much easier to raise a popular ferment than 
** proved this to be their policy and their to allay it.— In my last, I spoke about 
wishes by more patience aftd suffering the hoping of St, Tammany's d.iy, in 
tlian any nation ever exhibited with simi- America. One of the p.ip(rrs, now be- 
** lar capacities for retaliation since the ere- fore me, furnishes an advertisement relating 
** ation. They prefer now to remain on the to a meeting of this sort. ** A stated meet- 
defensive than to injure the unfortunate ing of the Tammany Society will be 

subjects of a depraved government — and held, on Thursday evening next, the 4iii 

knowing that they can do what is effectual of the month of Snows, at the council fire 

whenever occasion calls for it, they' wish of their great wigwam, No. 6d, ^lorth 

to put off the evil day, because when they Fourth street, precisely at the gobig down 

begin, it will be a complete work. When- of the rwn.— By order of the society,— 

** ever the United States are forced to war, ^ John L. Baker, Sec . — lidonth of Colds, 
stand clear^it will not be tike ike days of 29,— year of discovery 3X6 Was there 

/i&e revo/tt/fsn— tlie law proRiulged at Co- ever folly equal to this ? This was an in- 
penhagen, will then be the law of the vention of Jefferson, Madison, Munrue, 
land— so fiesfro/r— every man must be Dr. Rush, Mackean, and some other of the 
an acf it/e a decided American— or an ene- leaders, to make the rising generation bt- 
my— and from that day English influence lieve, that they were .of Indian origin! 
no more disturbs nor distracts this conti- At these meetings, tlie moon-stricken pro- 
nent— not a vestige of it will remain. The fessors decorate themselves with featheis 
'government wish to avoid the terrible an<l baubles and skins, after the manner c.f 
operation of war— and they will, while the savages, and get as drunk, oli^ bow 
die thing is practicable, preserve an armed drank they get upon stinking liver burning 
neutrality — when forced to war. we ret rum, atdenpence halfpenny a quart ! Thw 
peat it again — TXJBIES STAND is tlie enlightened nation ” ! Poor fools, 
CLEAR !” —Thus, as I foretold, the as if they could, by such silly devices, ob- 
war they intend to carry on^ is a war upom literate history, and make the children of 
each other. The fiist three months of war the honest Quakers of Pennsylvania believe, 
would sec all the rich, or tories, plundered, that the ancestors of their neighbours to the 
in one shape or another. Either by dduble South came from the banks of tlie Missisip - ) 
taxes, by the occupation of their houses, by pi, instead of emigrating from Old England 

the seizing of their hay and straw and com by consent of a righteous judge and twejve 

and pork, in the lyay of contribution; or good men and true!— — Corresponding w*itiv 
else by direct fine, or confiscation. Having the project of St, Tammany was another for 
no foreign enemy in tbe country, the ma- forming sin American Language*^-, and, 

rauding faction would have nothing to fear, one I'liornton, a n:itive, 1 believe, of B.ir^ 

Tbeye would be another compitte revolution, badues, was so far encouraged to proceed in 
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this project as to publish a book, an elemen* 
tary foe beginners ! I herc M'as to ‘be 
none of bur characters left. Tfic th was to 
be represented by one character} and, in 
short, the shape of ^the whole of the letters 
was to be changed. But still the fools would 
have had all the sounds , all the idiom, all 
the grammctlical ^conUruition This was, 
however, to be called the American Lan- 
guage ; for the wise noddled inventor 
told the people, that it was disgraceful to 
them to acknowledge, at every breath, that 
they spoke the language of staves. Is it any 
wonder, that the nation has been made mad ? 
Is it any wonder, that they should have 
discovered so much malignity and so much 
contempt towards England ? And, is it pos- 
sible to open their eyes by any thing but 
blows? Love us they will not} but, it is 
quite within our power to pre\eiit them from 
despising us. 1 perceive, from these pa- 

pers, that their famous Federal City, or City 
of IVaihington, is about to b^* actually aban- 
doned, there being no prospect of its ever 
becoming an inhabited place. One of my 
fiins, in their eyes, was, laughing at this 
foolish pro] ter. But, oh ! what will become 
of the •• Capitol,'* and {hQtomb of General 
IVdshington ? There has been a legislative 
discussion upon the subject; and, tliough 
the Congress came to no det Lion (which is 
mostly the case), it is evident that the wild 
project must be given up. How many men 
have been ruined, totally ruined, by this 
silly project, tWs child of the children of 
vanity ! They must needs have a city 
greater than ever before existed in the world ! 
The plans uf this cursed thmg have induced 
scores of builders and mechanics to cmigiate 
from England. They have long ago been 
ruined, and their families, for want of the 
means of returning, aie now begging their 
bread.— In the paper of the pth of Fe- 
bruary, 1 find a paragraph, with which I 
am very much pleased. 1 will insert ft, 

and endeavour to make the application. 

** There is a coincident tenip^^r generally 
united in the some charactcis a ho are 
hostile to civil l|.berty. It is that abject 
** temper, wdiich is disposed to submit to 
the most de.spicable meannesses at the 
command of a supeiior knave or villain, 
with the hope of being sustained in de- 

** legated tyranuy over others. Of the se 

descriptions are the enemies of civil li- 
berty, the foes of virtue and concord al- 
ways, anddn all circumstances in every 
country. The bashaw w ho commands a 
provinefe with the proverbial tyranny of a 
Turk, tells the grand seignfor that it is 
the vilest of hi^ slaves who addresses him $ 


the priests of the Delai Lama worship 
and even devour his excretions; about 
thii ty years ago the fashion of the silks 
and ribbons worn* at Paris were kd-kd le 
** dauphinr At the couit of Great Britain 

** and cdUs it 

** an honour; when a w'ealtby native of 
** Asia irf the British provinces, meets an 
** English nabob va ho has come to plunder 
hiicountry in an amicable way, he isundhr 
the necessil} uf getting out of his palanquin 
** or alighting fronts horse or his elephant, 
** Vst hi.s not being on foot should be con- 
sidered as a naiu of respect. The ex- 
“ amplc.s rnif^lit be extended to a volume— 
it is the hicraichy of slaves Ahat produces 
‘‘ this baseness and tyranny — and baseness ' 
“it is said descends it accumulated 
“ meanness and insolence.*’ —— Ibis is 
very true indeed. Nothing can be more 
true; nothing better expressed, except the 
‘•mall passage that 1 have chosen to leave out. 
But, Mr. Duank, why did you not give us 
an example or two drawn from amongst 
yourselves ? Do you think that baseness 
more ramprftit was ever seen, than that which 
is displayed by the American people ? Or, 
do you look upon the shabby pettifoggers, 
whom they chose to adore, v hose feet they 
choose to lick, as so much better than the 
Nabob and tho Tuik ? You remember how 
the bi se wretches used to abuse me for ev 
posing the despotic act« of Mackean, then 
chief justice and now governor of Pennsyl- 
vania, You remember hoV )ou all exulted 
at the final success of that man over me, 
aided by a jury of his vile slaves ; and, now, 

I pet reive, by your paper c5f the 20ih of 
Februry, that tho.se members Of the as- 
.scmbly, who w'crc I’ormcrly his supporters, 
Jiave found out, that “ he has violated tho 
“ constitution that he.was sworn to support: 

that he ha«i trampled under foot the sacrea 
“ rights of Irccincn ; that he ha« acted, not 
“ as a faithful public rVrvant, but as a dcs- 
pet ; and that, against Ids private re- 
“ \enge, neither age, poverty, character, 

^ iiilirmity, nor patriotism lias afforded 
“ piutection.*’ Excuse me, if I am glad 
of this. E.xcuse me, if I express my 
joy at it. The only malediction I be- 
stowed upon you, the abettors of Mackean| 
was, that his life might be as long as yours. 
Believe me, Mr. Dunne, the reign of this 
man is a punishment that the state of Penn- 
sylvania deserves. He was made to be q 
scourge for you ; a scourge that you rich- 
ly merit. If must grate you, a little, one 
would think, when you recollect, how 
powerfully instrumental you yourself weje 
in putting the rod into his iron hand. Yoq 
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must remember^ when I charged him with 
havings while he was chief jubti{?e« said, that, 
if ho were made governor, he \^ou]d pardon 
any man that should muider me You must 
remeiiiber, that you appLiudod the saying. 
Is it nol then, that you shoiTld feel his 
tlespotic hinrs? And, vvilJ you still hope, 

• in llie face ot all your present sufferings un- 
der Inm, to m^ke the \M>rld believe, that 

yffiiair- fte^mm 9 1 shall conclude with 

an extract o'* two, which may serve as a. 
toiei ilily {"[ood answe^to Mr. A. B. (AJex- 
aniH‘T Bn mg I suppos^ of the Morning 
CiJi* wlio complained of the language 

of oui new** papers, respecting the •Ameri- 
ca*) govertim^)t and its chief ; and also to 
Mr. llo^coe, the sapient Mr. Roscoe, who 
advised the king t) en Icavour to cherfsh the 
kind dispositi'i:* ofa people of an oiigiii com 
mon wiih our nan. Mr. A B bidusbewaie 
hou we .s[)Mke of the president j for, that, 
though he sigLcd himself simply Thomas Jef- 
ftism^he w’s ne»vprtheless, the sovereign 
ofa great nation;” an3 leminded us, that it 
was qn te f lir to condder the language of onr 
publ.c prill' Ai the language ofl[)ur govein- 
meiit. Now, then, Mr Baling, let es hear 
thelanguige of the /Iwrorn, nf the ITih of 
February, respecting the kijig r f Eii'T^laiid, 
and, ojservc, that this print is notoriously 
dev(»ted to Mr. Jefrer^ )i\ — From the 
7 Charledon City (i.uette of Feb. § — 
A report was c* icnt yesterday, in this 
^ city, of the deaf l of the kvig of England, 
said to have bec*i brought by captain Man- 
** dells of the Sea Horse, wliich left Rams 
** gate on the 24ih of Dec ; v ho «tates, that 
a gentleman irrived th it d 'y at Kcimsgate 
from London, who iniorir<*d liim, that 
** when he left the citv . ^reat bell of 
St. Paul's church was tolling ; which 
circumstance, it is said, does not take 
place but on the death of some of the 
royal family ; and as the king had .some 
days before, been stated to be indisposed, 
it was concluded that he had died. London 
** papeisofihe I5thand l6ih,makenomen- 
tioii of his bicknoss ; but on the contrary, 
state that he transacted bubiness on the 
'' ]4th with the Duke of York.— A mat- 
ter of very little consequence otherwise 
than there is one MONSTER less on tlie 
earth.” — —Now, then, Mr. Baring, is 
this the language of the American govern- 
ment ? Now, then, Mr. Roscoe, you, 
who profess, such an ardent attachment to 
his Majesty's person and family;” do you 
approve of this ? * No/* But, are you 
willing to resent it ? That is the point. Are 
you willing to resent it ? Are you willing to 
pake any of those sacrifices, of whldt you 
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told the king you would be so proftise, in 
defence of his person and family — 
But, belike, it is for your country that 
you have these sacrifices at hand ? 'Well, 
then, hear what these your dear fnends 
say of that country, under its w'el! known 
name of John Bull, I now quote thn 
close, and recapitulation, of a string of 
sentiments, from the same news*paper of 
the 10th of February. 

“ Strike the string, and breathe the lay, 

'' Give John Bull's praises to the day; 

Is there a woman lying-in. 

Deserted infant, born in sin. 

Or sinking age, or helpless youth, 

** Or maiden love, or matron truth. 

Or man disarm’d, vith guileless mind, 

" To J»>iin Bull’s wiles or deaf or blind? 
There John Bull points his purple s^iear. 
Hasty, haatyroui is there, 

Tlirre confusion, terror’s child. 

Conflict fierce, and ruin wild. 

Agony that pants for breath, 

Despair and unexpected death. 

These to J.)hn Bull’s gloiy given, 

These his fame shall v'aft to Heaven. 

And bloody tears shall wretches weep 
When Ccinght by John Bull — fast asleep!* 
Now, Mr. Roscoe, how do you feel? Is 
this our character ? are we the cowardly, 
cruel, deceitful race lierc described ? At the 
very out-set of the dispute with America, I 
took ocTasion, in aii'^A'cr to an assailaat, 
who (God forgive me if the suspicion was 
unjust) I took for American ; I took 
occcts\on to caution the Electors of West- 
minster against giving into the notion, that 
the Ameiicans hated ^only our government, 
lassuied those gentlemen, that the whole of 
the people of England were the object of 
American malice and abuse. My blood had 
to boil, for years, under^this infamous abu^. 

I had witnessed proofs in abundance that 
the Americans hated us ail I had seen them 
make public rejoicings at the mutiny in the 
English fleet, at the defeat of the English 
army, at the scarcity of provisions in Eng- 
land; fyid, in short, at almost every event 
conspicuoU'»Jy unfavourable to England] 
Nor were these exult^ions confined to the 
rabble. The '' constituted authorities,” as 
they called themselves, after the French 
fashion, paitook (herein ; and were imitated 
by many of the members of Congress. The 
first whk of the heart of the people of 
America, generally s()enking, is to see 
England conquered, and extingni'died as an 
independent nation ; and their next wish is, 
that they may have a hand in it. They 
have, amongst them, a great number of 
Germans, whose maliguKy i; proverbial, and 



563] [^4 


they have, in pcvwtr, wipe half dozen of 
precious knaves from, the little venomous 
states of Geneva and Switzerlaud. whose 
very nature itseems to be to live in hatred and 
hostility against all great and powerful na- 
tions.— —But, Mr. Baring, what do you 
say to this ? Are we the bloody minded and 
Cbwardly race here desciibed? Is it for this 
description that we aic to love yinir Ame- 
rican brethren ? Have we hero a proof of 
that mildness andpeaccaNeneis^nd tnnffen* 
sivenesst' with which you, in copying 
Mr. Senator Mitchell, clioose to decorate 
the American character > Can you. Sir, 
have the assurance, have you acquired so 
much of the Americ.«ii nature and manner-H, 
as to look an Bngli'ilunaii in the face, and 
justify this ? I have not taken much pains 
in selecting instances, or I could have filled 
this sheet from the eighteen news papers 
now lying before roe. Let the wretches 
proceed 3 but. I cannot say, that J should 
be .sorry to hear that their calumnies had 
been answered by English bomb-shells. It 
is very well for you merchants and manufac- 
turers, who have as much property in Ame- 
rtcM a« you have in England, and who are, 
by turns, subjects here and citizens there 5 
i' is veiy well for you to turn off this abuse 
with a laugh 3 but, for us, whose all is here ; 
who have no double character 3 who must be 
Kngiishmen or nothing : for us it is not to 
laugh, but to resent, and, if possible, to 

revenge. 1 have now, until some new 

attempt be made on t^e part of her advo- 
cates, done with America, whose vanity and 
insoJence have pushed her forward i.j»o 
notice, and who hascertainly gained nothing 
by notonety. Eor many months, indeed, 
for years, I said not a word about her or her 
rulers ; but, when it, at last, became a 
question, whether England were to be bulli- 
id by her, I could not hold my tongue. 
Her iudlscreet partizans have challenged an 
enquiry into her resources and her character. 
The result is before the world. I will not 
pretend, that I am sorry to have bad this 
opportunity of exposing her nakedpess, to 
do which, though, certainly, it was my 
duty, was not less •my inclination. She 
now stands before the people of England in 
her true shape and colour. I defy all the 
Barings and Roscoes upon earth to mislead 
them again as far as relates to her 3 and, 
whether wc have war or pe^ice with her, the 
knowledge thus communicated tothe nation, 
upon ii .subject, with respect to which they 
were befoiemore ignorant than with respect 
to almost any other, cannot, I hope, fail 
to l)e of great and labting advantage. 

reply to A. B. C. upon the 


subject of the Curate's bill, shall be insertod 
next week<.*<-— *-Tbe Chty qf London proceed* 
ings upon the Reversion Bill need not have 
been pointed out to me : it is a subject deep- 
ly interesting to the public. [ do not 

insert the* Bristol Resolutions, becau;!e I 
disapprove of them, as coupling an approba- 
tion of the conduct of Sir Francis Bordett 
with that of the selfish proceedings ot the 
petitioners of Liverpool. I am for seeifig 
England freefroni domestic oppression 3 but) 
am willing to suljjppif even to that, 'rather 
than urge the government to make a dis- 
graceful and precarious peace, the natural 
tendency of which must be to extinguish 
tlic very hope of seeing a restcyation of the 
liberties which our forefathers enjoyed. 

Bottey, yth Apt il, 1 808. 

AMBRICAJt STATE'-. 

Sir -Permit me to ofler some re- 
marks on the observations and arguments 
that are conveyed in a letter from an Ame- 
r'ican Merchant of*New Broad Street, as 
inserted in your Register of 26 th March, 
p. 3 anil allow me also to state seme 
facts in addition to those he has adduced, 
that may perhaps contribute towards placing 
the subject on which be has addressed you, 
in a more correct point of view. This 
** American Merchant," (I take his signa- 
ture, Mr. Cobbett, in giving him this ap- 
pellation, for 1 am sure, judging from the 
line of argument he has adopted, I should 
libel botbbis feelings and his principles, were 
1 to designate him a British American Mer- 
chant) after fastening on your remarks, the 
accusation of “ rash assertions," proceeds 
to allow you to consider him, if you please, 
as acting in the capacity of counsel for Ame- 
rica. He tells you he concedes this point 
** to save you all the trouble of your usual 

ingenuous conjectures."— Now, the fact 
is, I am inclined to think, he yields thus 
much, in order that he may have the advan- 
tage of being really and bon& fide considered 
as counsel. When 1 say the advantage of 
being so considered you will perceive my 
expression has reference to the duties and 
practice of a counsel, viz. to endeavour to 
defend his client's clause right or wrong 3 
tS suppress those truths tliat miglit mako 
against his case, and to press forward, ei- 
ther under the mask of sophistry or other- 
wiiie, all the slender circumstances bis in- 
genuity can devise in favour of it. — ^We will 
now consider this corresjiondent o( yours, 
Mr. Cobbett, as counsel for America, and 
provided you have sufficient patience, we 
will travel through his arguments. ABer 
qupting your assertion that * the tnt^irala 
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'4o <nbnUt<l»ilMeaM}ittlqrlWi^ 8blm aritanMd •»«» «f eipliif*, 

' their ships bound ^dJhigibnMi); for mef* OfemraiOi fest«»red: NOw^ E 

* ther of mem nuike tmf pobUo remon etnoHo mt IniUNMai^ of vcmf (tndemHoiimf 

* stance or protest agoinsl the daeree of and trUeb ii expiained in the fLUoenog Bl* 

* France^* he Asmes, ycni say^ this tract of a Letter received from the Coui^- 

ip the face ef tV immediati* ^plafiation nenr* via: Yon niay*depeDd on it tfifat 
of the French decree given tqr the minis^ mf inibitnatton with regard to the French 

ter of marioe^ Decrds, to' the •AftieriOAn Dkree concerning neutralt trading with 

envoy at Paris.** Thi^ appears at the England is correct ; and as a proof of it, 

^nqr a tormidable fcbuke^-hut, Mr Ame^ «| I can inform you that an Americnn, load* 

rican Mei chant, hate you never heard of ad in England for a Spanish colony » was 

the questions that ^0|g in the month of cast away upon the French coast, in the 

September put to Buonapafld himself, by Channel ; and both ship and cargo liav'o 

the chief judge ot the court of priae causes, been condemned, notwiihstandnig, the 

and of the answers that were giveijri PCr- property wus admitted to be Amcnr m.** 

haps not, and therefore that you may no -^This, then, is an instance of which I 
longer remain in ignorance of them 1 will will suppose your correspondedr wnb not 
here give a copy of the document : * aware, and 1 have no doubt there are stul 

put by ttvs Presiaeni of the Court more. Yes, I say, I have no dou.it cnere 
of Prize Causes to the Emperor of prance. are stUl more, uxidl think every impartial 
1st. Whether there shall be any excep* man will echo mv opinion after reading the 
tions to the decree of the 21st ^ov. 1806 fbllowingtwo additional Extracts from Let- 
in fovour otstich neutrals, as, kf their treaty, ters from the Continent, also written, and 
were billowed a fair trade on the priviledge of received in England previous to the promul- 
neutralizing property ; that is to saj^, ves- gation of our Orders in Council, vie The 
sell going or coming from fihgiand with French Emperor has re^ ived the Decree 
cargoes ? of the 2lst of Nov. 1806, in its full force, 

2d. Whether neutral vemts in ballast and it has been acted ut>on at Antwetp.** 

should also be made liable to confiscation Again $ ** A private advice has bien given 
upon the only plea of their having, even Yyy ** within these few clays pist, by the Arne* 
stress of weather or capture, enter^ a Bri* rican minister at ParU, through the me* 
tish port } ** dium of the Amcrit in coii9rls, to the 

Wliecherbaff of the confiscated pfO- ^nsignersand others concerned in Arne- 
pefty should in el| gases be appr^riatad lo- ** rican vessels now in thi** quarter, to de* 
iodemnifybig French ^sufierers by ** part for Americ^witbout delay, 1 have 
wiidsb spoliation^ f seen the minister’s letter^bu gives as the 

' Answers. reason for advising such a 'iiep, his fear 

1st That as the Decree contains no excep- '' of Enj^iand letting loose lier cmizeis up- 
tion there snail be none made in its epplica- ** on the American trade, when she learns 
iion. « that France is acting upt>n the Derree jf 

2dly. This must be sofiered to lay over for the 2l5t Nov. last.” - I really think it uu- 

furtber consideratipn. / necessary to say one word in the way of 

3dly. Answered in the affirmgtive. comment on this part df my letter -^I shall 

Now, Mr. Cebbett, does not Buonaparte’s now proceed to the arguments and facts ad- 
dnswer to the first question llatly cpntra- duced by your correspondent, relative to 
diet tl)e explanation given by Decrte ? Your Premiums of Insuranc You (he says) 
correspoQueht has facetiously observed, that have made a gross mistalement of a plain 
doubting Decr^* explanation ** is 'realty matter, of fact; and he then asserts, that 
pretending to know better than the doc^* the premiums of insurance throughout the 
tor.*' Positively I do conceive, from the year I8O7 upto thenc^s of tbea&ir of the 
doeutfient I have just copied, that tlie doc* Cbesai^afce, were at peace being only 
tor*8 man pretended to know better than fiis from 3 guineas dawn to 2 gutneis per cent, 
master, or else the master (Bnonapart^) &c. and that his own house, from April to 
subsequently thought proper to no longer July, only paid 2, and 2| guineas per cent, 
permit the Americans to be exempted from Sir, the latter end of January (about iIm 
the sweeping clauses of his decree.«-*-The pr riod we just heard ot the famous Beriln 
next assertion produced by your correspon- Decree of llib Nov. 1806) s policy of in- 
dent is, chat down to the date of tlie Orders surauce was efiectud on an American vessel 
in Council no vessel had been condemned fiom Alexandria to Liverpool, at 5 guineat 
either in France or Spain for trading with per cent, and in February, from Liverpool 
)sSoglind, and that only two instances had to Bostepg and ftom Liverpool to Philadel^ 
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phin, at 6.guineas per cent. I could state the president of the court of prize causes, 
many other instances^ but they would ,only and the answers that were returned >-< 2 dly. 
unnecessarily increase the length of sny He asserts that, 'previous to the issuing of 
ter, and I know the fact cannot be contra- our Orders.in Council, no American vessels 
dieted, ' for, ii)depeiident of my own in- bad been condemned under the Berlin De- 
dividual knowledge, 1 could produce several cree for tfading with England, and that only 
of the leading underwriters in Lloyd's Coffee two had been captured, which were after- 
House as evidences to the truth of my as- wards restored, and 1 place against these 

sertion. Thus, then, premiums did ad^ assertions, the extracts of letters I have • 

vanee from 150 to 200 per cent, in conse* . given, speaking generally as to the , actual 
qucnceof the Berlin Decree i and lean also strict execution of the Berlin Decree, and 

tell you, Mr. Cobbett, that the same stating one vessel positively he^n cou- 

cause, they advanced 100 per cent, in Ame- demned. — ^Sdly. He roundly declares that 

rica, without (bear in mind) any public re- the premiums of insurance throughout the 

monstrance or protest whatever on the part year 1807 , up to the news of the affair of 

of the American government — I have seen the Chesapeake, were at peace rates, being 

a file of New York prices current, in which only from 3 giiir'eas down to 2 guineas per 

a table of the rates of insurances are print* cent./ and I prove, that when the Berlin 

ed, and it there appears, that when the Ber^ Decree was known in EugWnd, premiums 

lin Decree was known in America, the pre- advanced from 150 to 200 per cent., and 

niium on a voyage to England, which was when it was known in America, they tliero 

previously 2 ^ per cent, immediately advanced also advanced 100 per cent. I mean direct to 
to 5 per cent. Premiums continued at these England and Ireland. — Here, Sir, I close 

advanced rates up to April, when 1 admit with your correspondent. His personal at- 

they again found nearly their former level, tack on yourself, and bis observations lela- 

under the p*esumption that Buonaparte's tive to the title of the King of France for- 

Decree had not, to that period, been acted merly maintained by our nionarchi, having 

upon. But, Sir, if my information is cor- been already so very successfully answered 

rect, as stated in tliis letter, and which by yourself j but before I conclude my let- 

solemnly I believe it is, it unquestionably tor, allow me to assure you, that I am ac- 

was sulscquentiy acted upon (and that, too, tuated by no other motive in writing it, 

previous to the promulgation of the British than an ardent wish to assist in renderinj^ 

Orders in Council) w' hen premiums of in- justice to my own country, in preference to 

sc ranee again in consequence advanced,— standing forward the prejudiced advocate ot 

How mNeraVde a subterfuge lias the Ameri- America and France.— I ■ am, &c. I.— . 

caw Merchant been obliged to resort to in London, 80th March, 1808. 

o.*der to prove his assertions with respect to 

premiums of iiisurunce, (wdiicli he tells us general enclosvrb. 

is the best criterion from which to judge Si^, ^The observations which you 

“ of the practical import of the famous have made in your present volume, p. 30a, 
Berlin Decree of Buonaparte") when in on my proposing a general enclosure act, 
order to make out his case, be has been seem to flow from the rapid conceptions of 
compelled to confine!' himself, as relates to an ardent mind, when viewing a few pro- 
the premiums paid by his house, to that minent points of a great political question, 
immediate ptx\od, when the public appt^- and pronouncing a decision without suifi- 
hension was lulled as to the execution of the ciently considering the various relations of 
bsicl Berlin Decree ; and, by the bye, Mr. the subject : if you would give the ne- 
Cobbett, what a curious bundle of policies cessary attention to such a question, no- 
must that have been from which, he says, he body would discuss it more powerfully, 
at random, took bis proof 5 (his random Col- and I must esteem it a misfortune to 
lection, it would appear, threw not a single the public, that tlie editor of a paper, 
policy in his way, effected from the latter tlfe circulation of which is so considerable. 
eud of Jauuaay io-xh^ month of March.<-^ should have declared himself explicitly 
1 shali here. Sir, recapitulate your corres- against a measure, which I must esteem as 
pondent's facts, and assertions, and, at the essential to the public welfare. I beg leave 
same time place mine against them.— »l$t. to examine your objections, in the order 
He reminds us of the explanation given by you have proposed them.— First, jjou are 
the French minister of marine to the Amc- alarmed lest such a measure snould produce 
rican envoy at Paris, relative to the Berlin much confusion and litigation anxongst the 
Decree, and I place against it, the questions rights and tenures by which unenclosed 
subsequently put to Buonaparte lurasslf, by lauds are at present held ; but this is ai( 


.. ^ 
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objection rather to the ihjadicious chuses 
supposed to fo:ni part of such a bil]« if 
absurdly framed rather, than of necessity 
fiowini^ from the melksare itself ; such might 
be the effect of a badly framed bill 5 but I 
yvoulci no more be the advocate for ^uch an 
.act, th.m any other man : it is an objection 
founded 011 a possible abuse, and were it 
listened to would justify every violent oppo- 
sition that has been ma^to abundance of 
measures which experien^ has proved to be 
decisively beneficial.— During the first 40 
years of his present majesty above IbQO en- 
closure acts passed, operating upon between 
two and three Ynillions of acres, these acts 
have not proved the teeth of a paper •mill, 

. but have without doubt put an end to a 
multitude of litigations and have given -a 
clear definition and much additional security 
to the rights and tenures by which these 
lands w'erc held. Every one knowa the 
perplexed, disputed, anch litigated cloims in 
the commonage of wastes, I would as soon 
assign them to the teeth of a paper mill, 
as leave them to the fangs of attornies. 
While those in Lincolnshire who had the 
pasture of a great coniiuon, (piarrcled for the 
light, a Scotch drover from the highlands 
swept off the food. The drivers for lords 
of manors may profit by parocliial di^iputes, 

. but it would be an odd argumcnr against a 
general enclosure to apprehend the annihi- 
lation of such rural amusements. That 
2 000,000 acres of land could by the au- 
thoiity of commissioners be arranged en- 
closed and settled without injury or incon- 
venience, would be too much to assert, 
but there is great reason to believe that the 
rights of those concerned have, on the 
balance, been greatly ameliorated. — Should 
it be pleaded that these results have been 
produced by special acts, and not a general 
one) 1 reply, that due provision may be made 
for the security of all rights; and such an 
act having passed the house of commons, 
(though thrown out by the lords) is a proof 
that, that house was of the same opinion. 
In tact, the objections which have been made 
to bear on this part of the aigiiment, are be- 
side the mark upon the general question : *{ 
they would form the business of the com- 
mittee when employed upon the clauses of 
*the bill,— Your second objection* asks this 
question, ** What good would it produce ? 
Would it .cause more com to be raised ? If 
it would, it would bef a calamity; for It is 
now too cheap; at least, &o have said the 
parliament, in the acts for e;Eportation." But 
•pray, Mr. Cobbett,. what makes corn too 
cheap? The importation ip the last seven 
years of 9,199i524 quarters, bein^ on au 


average 1,314,132 quarters per annum, and 
your declaration is, in fact, saying that this is 
a right state and order of things, thus to de* 
pend on foreign commerce instead-of raising 
the com at home, which would be a calami- , 
ty. You are^oo dear headed thus to state 
your position ; but, 1 appeal to your can- 
dour, whether the conclusion is not fairly 
clrawn To me I confess that such an im- 
portation seems to be an enormous evil, and 
which calfs for more attention than all the 
sugar colonies and distilleries that ever exist- 
ed. And if such an importation does not 
imperiously call for a general enclosure of 
our wastes, the voice of reason can no longer 
be heard ; and we shall be governed by the 
policy of card table dowagers, who, pinched 
on tile fixed annuities of past ptriodsi re- 
mark that they hear of nothing but improve- 
ments, and feel nothing but poverty.—/;^ 
execrate improvements, — —George, Earl of 
Orford, many years ago urged to me the 
same argument: what can yon mean, 

** Mr. Young, living as you do in Suffolk, 

** and being a good friend to Norfolk, by 
'' proposing to cultivate waste lands? Do 
** not you see it would make corn cheap ? 

** And whatever benefit it might be to somo 
** it would certainly be mistlnevous to us.” 
That conversation was followed by the inv- 
portation cf millions upon millions of quar- 
ters of foreign corn 5 and as the present go- 
vernment of this county is of your opinion 
upon the question of a generakenclosure, we 
have no prospect in future but to import 
corn if we can get it, or of famine if we can- 
not. — Go from Bourn Bridge to Newmarket 
— yo\x will find JO miles of heath inclosed, 
and converted to corn, with several new 
farms built and established ; but scarcely any 
other sign of increased population— none to 
be found further than the merely agricultu- 
ral dass; but, if you examine the nearest 
towns and villages, you will find the old 
blacksmiths, carpenters, wheelers, collar • 
makers, &c. more animated in their busi- 
ness; but the new demands so divided 
through an extent of 30 •surrounding miles, 
as to render the effects imperceptible to the 
eye. — Mr. Burton, a practical farmer ofgre^t 
experience, and a much esteemed commis- 
sioner of enclosures, gave me the following ' 
detail of \^hat had actually resulted from the 
enclosure and cultivation of 10,800 acres of 
waste land. 

j^aopvcE. di 

1000 acres of wheat 2,500 qrs. at 
48s. per qr. - - - 6,000 

1000 acres of barley 4000 qrs. at 
24s perqr. - - • 4,800 

1000 acres of oats 4000 qr^. at 20s. 
per qr. • - . - 4jC00 
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1000 Mres of turnips facdlog 500 a 
bullocks to the pr«^t of JL5 per 

head • • . • • O^bOO 

1000 acres of i^praas with the offal 
turnips^ feeding 4000 sheep in 
• winter, and fattened by part of 
the new lay gtass and oftal in 

June • • 3>000 

5000 acres of pasture supporfing 
500baUocks> bringing them for* 
ward for turnips to £5 per head l>i50O 
Abo, 4000 sheep summer kept^ 
wool and profit on cdrcjse • 2«OQO 
2100 cows atutO * « • 1,200 

Produce sold 4^25,000 

10,000 acres. 

600 remaining. 

5(X)0 acres of arable demand 200 horses^ 
wanting each 4 acres— urabJe and pasture 400 
acres for— corn give 5 qrs. per horse for 30 
weeks, or 1000 qrs. at 4 qr. per acre; 250 
acres for the IQOO qrs ; 250 acres of bay 200 
tons with the barns maintain them in win* 
ler : the 400 acres of pasture support them 
with mares and colts in suminer. IHns tm« 
proved rent Tithe 1 1,500 1 veaf. 

IiSbour ^5000. Weat and tear mTOO. 
Seed 3^2,500. Rates £\fA \ « Interest ef 
capital and small sundries jffl,iOCb 
a total of ai?20,25ff and leaving an aanw 
profit of aC4,740.— You wtU see. Sir, hjr 
these p.miciiiiurs ibac^ these taprovemeini 
were made utidpr e vmy low prte >of com, 
and a system of hnrtwidhr which, though 
^ood, is notouiiejiBdmMd. Labour amount* 
ing to one*finb of the prodoae |a pretty cs« 
actly in proportfiO to that of the agricului- 
lists, and free hands in the population re* 
turns for the whole hingdoiii.«-i have notes 
of many such cases,*buC to recite them would 
ompy too many of your pages. No politi* 
cm could examine any iustance of this 
kind, without being convinced that the in* 
crease of human food free in the merket had 
beeoimmen8e--'^-—TIiat inclosing increases 
the culture of corn, appears from the returns 
of above 1,300 parirhes, this was the case 
with wheat, barley, and oats, and nothing 
decreased but pease and beans': the increase 
in cattle, dairies, sheep, turnips, clover and 
potatoes was very great : and if such have 
been the effects on enclosing two i^illions of 
acres, it surpasses my comprehension, how 
any valid argument can be produced against 
the utmost extension of similar exertions : 
but it is easy to conceive that had not these 
wibe measures been embraced through those 
furry years, we should at present, ha e been 
in a sHnatiott much the reverse of what we 
experience: and that man would betleemed 


a bold projector sfho liibuU advise us, upon 
the 4|uilltiKi of food only, to throw open our 
eudoMoet aiid revert to the barbarism of our 
ancestors,* instead of straining every nerve 
and exerting eveiy means to do away, by 
cnltivatiqp at bomei the enormous import of 
twelve hundred thousand quarters from a' 
grainery, the key of which, is in the pocKet 
of Buonaparte. Prevent the want of this 
importation before wohear one word, of the 
cammity of producing too much corn.— * 
Your third reason for objecting to a general 
anclosiira act is thus expressed Would 
it cause more persons to be born and raised 
up? Why, then, increase of consumption 
would go hand in band witn increase of pro- 
duction; and no increase of abundance 
would take place." There U certainly some 
truth here, but not> 1 apprehend, to the ex- 
tent stated. You have repeatedly refered to 
the' population returns, by which it appears 
that 1 713, 2$d persons employed in agricul- 
ture fe^ the total of p, 343, 576, or in the 
proportioiipof every person in agriculture 
feeding himself and more than four others in 
different employments : and you will note 
tkai this if besides supporting all the live 
sKmA employed in the cultivation. Should 
it be contended that such new establishments 
would have the effect of creating a propor- 
tional increase in those other classes not in- 
cluded tn the agricultural enumeration; 1 
reply, that this is contrary jo all experience ; 
and more especially, at a moment when the 
manufacturing classes aie under the least de- 
pmiion in the demand, for their fabric^. 
The waste lauds are scattered through 
every county, and almost through every 
district of every county in the king- 
dom. A great number of the farmers 
who would undertake the cultivation may 
already live in the vicinity of the wastes : 
artixans for the supply of the farmers un- 
questionably live in such vicinity. As to 
clothing, furniture, &c &c. the warehouses 
and s^ps of the neighbouring towns would 
supply a for greater demand immediately : 
the industry of many existing traders would 
be animated without the necessary supposi- 
tion of an increase, or, at least, of a very 
small one. The meie agriculturists would ' 
certqjnly increase, but as they contribute so 
largely to Teed others the more they in- 
creased the better. Hence then, it is plain 
to a demonstration, that the increase of con- 
sumption would not go hand in band with 
the increase of cultivation ; and that the cul- 
ture of the wastes must be considered as a 
great resource by which to compensate for 
the importation of foreign corn. In thi| 
respect improvement upon the extended 
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scale of some millions of- acres in £uglaod 
only, would be a direct confirmation of whal 
I have seen so often exemplified in the par- 
liamentary enclosures of great romn^oos^ 
which iiave added so considembly to the pro- 
ductions of the kingdom; yet with a veiy 
*small corresponding augmenralioh in the 
numbers of the people : in some cases, par- 
ticularly in Lincolnshire, with too small an 
;rugineiitation, the result of not building cot- 
Uiges sufficient even forthe cultivators of the 
soil. — But a remark may be made here on 
cultivating wastes, when instigated by the 
expectation of scarcity : the law that gives 
the power of enclosure, might require that 
every man in proportion to the quantity of 
wastes broken up, should cultivate annually 
a certain quantity of potatoes : such a re- 
quisition would at once do away every pos- 
sible apprehension of an increasing culture 
without a diminished importation. The 
more deeply we consider this subject thd 
more clearly will it appear, that it must be, 
by means of this loot that any efl^'Ctive steps 
can be taken to provide a preventative 
against expected scarcity. Nor should it be 
forgotten, that theie is no crop more proper 
for commencing these operations on wastes. 
Iha\c seen 400 bushels per acre gained in 
October, from lands which in Febiuarywere 
covered with heath whins and fern. — - - I 
have dwelt the longer on this point, because 
T know some very able men, who from what 
they call principtes, ore of opinion that an 
extension of culture h only an extension of 
(he kingdom as il is : and leaving the defi- 
ciencies of food the same as before. That 
they aie in an error I have not the smallest 
doubt. Sitting by their fire sides will do for 
talking of reason and principles, but it is not 
sutficienc for the attainment of that convic- 
tion which results from examination on the 
spot, in the villages, firms, and cottages of the 
country. Youi last objection. Sir, is founded 
uppn the insufficient cultivation of old lands 
long since enclosed ; which you say ought to 
be improved to the utmost before wastes are 
taken in : but 1 am strangely mistaken if 
the past facts of the last forty years do no| 
afford something like a refutation of this ret 
• mark. A large proportion of the two mil- 
lions of acies enclosed in the first forty vears 
of the presect reign ate now under a very 
capital cultivation : above half a million of 
those acres were absolutely waste, now co- 
vered wfth the waving eafii of ample har- 
vest, or grazed by great herds of cattle and 
sheep, where geese aud ponies were once 
ti)e only stock : Dr. Price was as fimous 
for paradoxes as for calculation ; he declared 
as violently against enclosures as you can do : 


T will not pay your talents so bad a conlpK* 
meat as to call him the Cohbett of that ^yj 
and ytt the remark which you make waa 
just as applicable then as it is now ; the old , 
enclosures Were vilely cultivated j but tl>o 
politicians of that day did not sucressfully 
urge (foi Innately for us at present) that, as a 
reiison against the new speculations. — ^I'h© 
fact IS, that the state of the old enclosures 
cannot, in argument, be connected with the 
smallest degree of propriety with the expe- 
diency of new undertakings, and (or tliia 
plain reason, such old enclosures are in the 
occupation of men who pay the rent their 
landlords demand : and the proprietors of 
the farms who may have known the fathers 
and grand fathers of ihen^ tenants would not 
be vei y likely to listen to adviro the object 
of which would be to distress aud ruin hun- 
dreds of families turqgd adrift in favour of 
men of more skill and greater capitals. 
Speaking generally laud already occupied it 
no more at our disposition jthau land in the 
moon. Apd the question Is> whether 
mers having skill and capital but wanting 
business shall not be employed on wast^ 
because certainold farms are b^dly cultlvatede 
Such reasons and such motives appear to me 4 
to verge upon absurdity. — I am very ready 
to agree with you,’ Sir, that a better cultiva- 
tion of old enclosed lands is greatly to be 
desired, and there are some circnmstancet 
and cases in which it would be even more 
advantageous thtin iTOprovipg the wastes, 
as it would be done at a far less expense, but 
such exertions must depend on the general 
policy of the kingdom : on a commutation 
for tithe on lea-ses being universally given 
to tenants manifesting a disposition or a 
power to improve: and above all, on secui- 
ing to them a higher price of corn than they 
have received for the last seven^ yeacs.— It 
remains. Sir, for your readers to judge whe- 
ther the measure of a general inclosure act 
would iyde:d be a monument of tolly; or 
the basis of w^ealth of power and prosperi- 
ty. I think it might be so framed as to 
prove a decided means o/ public security 
an irrefragable proof of attention to grea( 
and imporlanC interests. That it would im- 
prove the morals and animate the itidustiy 
of the people! oncrease the rtvenue of the 
public and prove in the event a monument 
OP N.iTibNAL WISDOM. — I have the bonoi.r 
to be. See . 8cc.— Arthur Youko.-^ 

March 1803. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
Vo'aTVQhi^—^Correspondfnm relative la 
the Poftugue^e Trade. Feb. g, IBOS. 

S:*, 1 having received your letter 
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of the 8th instant, and notwitlistanding my 
great wish to forward the trade at present (as 
far as it may lay in my power, without in- 
• truding upon the authority of his Royal 
Highness the Piiuce Regent, iny master), 1 
must confess that 1 found the same d^fHculty 
as the consul general did, in making out such 
a specific list ot* goods, formerly permitted to 
be imported into Portugal, as would set my 
'mind, and that of all the merchants who 
wish to trade to the Brazils, at rest : but as 
1 can at all times depend upon the noble and 
liberal principles of his Royal Highness, 1 
hope I have hit upon a medium that will 
take off every difficulty, by inserting in a 
letter wliich I myself wrote to the Governor 
of St. Catherine’s, <he following postscript, 
which you may communicate to all persons 
concerned : — " Having met with an insur- 
mountable difficult}^ to ascertain every ar- 
** tide that was, or was not formerly admit- 
ted into Portugal, I must observe to you, 
that in case you should find in the mani- 
festo signed by the Consul General, and 
** countersigned by me, any article that was 
formerly pi ohibi ted, 1 beg you would as- 
** cribethe insertion tomv ignorance of the 
9 *^ fact, and not to any malice or bad faith on 
the part of the shippers', therefore you 
will be so good as to allow the sale of 
them for this lime, or request instructions 
from the government of his Royal High- 
ness.** — One of the causes of the diificul* 
ty in making the list "you desire proceeds 
from the nirumstance, that some goods 
were prohibited as being of royal manufac- 
tories or monopolies, which at present may 
bo wanted in the Brazils, and not received 
from Portugal, therefore I return the list 
that you may frame your manifest, exclu- 
ding from it the following articles which 

were clearly prohibited in Portugal : 

Prohibited Goods. — Silks, not plain and 
flowered. — M. B. The uncertainty of this 
article is saved by the P, S. Salt, liquors and 
wines, not the growth of Portugal; lace of 
gold and silver ; playing cards j cottbn goods 
of every description^— I do not know but 
that in future some of the above articles may 
be admitted, but I believe h much wiser to 
proceed now regularly, and to sacrifice a 
momentary privation to unnecessary trouble. 

1 remain, t^c. 

Chevalier De Souza Couttiniio. 
Jlfr. Jxihn Nndin, Spring- gardens. 

Copif of a Letter from his Excellency the 
Portuguese A mha^sador. London, Feb. 12. 

Sir,-—- Jn reply to your letter of this | 
diy, I has*c not only to refer yon to mv print- 1 


ed letter to the Governor of St. Catherine’s, 
but I am beside bound in honour not t(3f 
I onceal from you, nor from any ol the con*^ 
cerned, that in a letter, J myself w rote to' 
the Governor, he is requested not to admit 
any ship to a clearance, whose master will 
not piesent to h.rn the licence of die Privy 
Council, the manifest signed by me, and 

printed letter. All my letters to th/* said 

Governor having be^ written in concert 
with his Majesty’^ 'ministers, and my report 
to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, 
made accordingly. I do not answer for any 
deviation from iJie established regulations.— 

I am. Sir, &c. 

To Mr. H. Nodin, Cowmerdal Agent, 

Tower street, London. 

French Prisoners. Communication 
transmitted from the Transport Office^ in, 
reply to all applications made, by Prison* 
ers q/* fEar in England, for Passports to 
enable them to return to France. 

Transport Office. 
Sir, The Commissioners tor his Ma- 

jesty’s Transport Service, and for the care 
and custody of prison -rs of war, have re- 
ceived your letter of ihe ; and 

in return, I am directed to acquaint you, 
tliat it is the determination of his Majesty’s 
government not to allow any more Frenoh 
officers to go from this country to France, 
until the French government shall make 
some return for the very great number of 
French officers already sent, or shall agree lo 
u cartel of exchange upon the fair principle 
of man for man, and lank for rank, accord- 
ing to the usual plan of civilized rations, 
and as repeatedly proposed by the commis- 
sioners without effect. I am, however, l& 
acfjuaiut yon, that if tlie French government 
will send over to this country a British pri- 
soner of equal rank to effect your exchange, 
or will offici'illy certify to the coinmissionrrs, 
that upon your arrival in France such Britibh 
prisoner shall be released, orders will imme- 
diately, on receipt of such certilicate, bo 
given for your liberation.— You will under 
these circumstances clearly percei\e, that 
}«L>ur detention here is entirel) owing to your 
own government, to which any application ' 
you qpay think proper to make on the sub- 
ject, wrill of course be duly forwarded. ^ 

As it is probable, that you may not be suffi- 
ciently acquainted with the English lan- 
guage, to understand perfectly this*letter, n 
translatioa of it into French, is given on the 
other side hereof. — I am, &c. 

(Surned) Bv *hp Sprrrt'irv. 


l’nAt':(l by Cox and Baylts, No. Grca* i^ueen bircec, and puniistied by R. Bag.>baw, Brydges Street, 
Covciq Gaidcn, whuc former Nambeis majit he luuii sold also by J. Badd, Ciown and Mure, Pall Mali. 
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vent, or, at leasts to retard, any real reform 
hi the distHbtition and eapenaiture of the 
public modejr^ The committee was ** to 
inquire whether any^ and what further, 
leaving might be made by the aboliiion of 
^ sinecure offices/' Just as if it was mat- 
ter of douht, whether any saving could ho be 
made ; and just as if there had already been 
savings in that way. Triiljr, such a founda- 
tion did not promise much good \ and, 
whoever is disappointed at the result the fault 
is entfrely their own. But, it does really 
surprize me, that so sensible, so well-in- 
formed, so clever, and so sound a man as 
Mr. Waitman is universally allowed to be, 
and as 1 am convinced he is, should ha\e 
iven'into the notion, that the reversion 
ill, a bill which did not even glance at the 
abolition 'of any place, or the diminution of 
any expence, was ** the first step towards a 
salutary reformation," when the fact noto- 
riously was, that the late ministers had no 
other object in view, in bringing forward 
this bill, than that of preventing the king 
from making grants, which, if the bill 
became a law, would fall into the bands 
of his successors, the first of whom was, of 
course, the Prince of Wales. It does, indeed, 
•urprize me, that Mr, Waithman, who is, 
in general, so clear-sighted, and who is so 
much above the trickery and fraud of faction, 
should have allowed himself to become in- 
strumental in holding forth this measure, 
which liad its birth in motives decidedly of 
li party nature,, as a Itep in the way of a 

great and public-spirited reformation. 

The subject has, 1 perceive, been taken up 
by that rump of faction, called the Whig 
Club, which, upon the exaltation of Mr* 
Fox, suddenly swelled to four hundred at a 
soeetiog, and which has now again re-dwin- 
died to a dozen. It .is very well for that club 
16 make speeches about their pairiotk-prin^ 
dples I but, will they show us any One opt, 
which they did in the way of diminibhing 
the public hardens, while they ^were ill 
office? Nay, will they now say, that they 
win, again in office, reduce tke* number 
etnd amount of the ^necure places and pen^ 
eims ? This is the question for us to put to 
them; for, if we are tocenfinue to pay the 
full amount of those plaees and fmsions, 
wbat is it to us, whether the grants be made 
^ the present, or by a succeeding king ? 
^Aere it much soundness in the atgument, 
that, *if the sinecures are to continue, the 
granting of them in reversion is less likely to 
render the holders dependant, than if they 
Were granted for one me only ^ and, I think, 
k is pretgr ctear^ that the less frequently 
eba giftrethnu into the ban^^of thpnUais** 


im 

ter, the less frequent will be the occasions, 
wherein it will be made means of cor* 
ruption. The fact is, f bar the places in 
question are, in general, granted only for 
one life at aotime. Such has been the greed- 
iness, such the prei'aiHng desire, to live up- 
on the labour of the people, that the midis-* 
ters, for many years back, have had no sine- 
cure places to grant, bnr merely the reversion 
of places. There is always in existence i, 
crew of place-hnnter8,,who wait for. dead* 
men's shoes ; and thus have the places been 
engi^ged /or half a century to come.-— — 
Aye," say the advocates of the reversion 
bill, ** feut, the only way to aloliah these 
" places is, first, to prevent the granting 
** of them in reversion; because, until 
ihcif Iccomj vaiont, they cannot be abo^ 

** Itshed'* It is because the reversion bill 
affects to be founded "q>on this principle, 
that 1 dislike it, more than upon any otlier ac- 
count. It is because a sanction is thus given 
to the audacious dcvrliine, that, let what 
will happen j let the distresses of the people 
be what thej^ may, sinecure places are to be 
regarded as private property, as a freehold 
estate, and are to remain untouched, though 
the people, by whose labour the holders are 
supported, should be reduced to a degiee of 
misery, that would diive them to seek for 
relief, even under the yoke of a conqueror. 
Half a century is too long /or this nation to 
wait for the effects of ** a salutary refornta- 
tion." I hope to see a salutary reforma- 
tion much sooner than the end of the life 
of even the oldest of the present sinecure 
placemen.— I was sorry to sec Mr. 
Waithman at the Whig Club. If he thinks 
that any good is to be effected in that way, 
he is grievously deceived. The public are 
sick of both fiictions. The wrangHngs 
the last year have put a finisbing-strcMte to 
confidence in public men; and, though it* 
k quite dear, that a great change must take 
place, particularly in the management of the 
public i^ney, not a soul will stir to assist 
the endeavours of the present opposition^ 
who, as all the world perceive, have no other 
object in ifiew than that of ousting their ri- 
vals, and getting into their places. 1 

^atl be told, perhaps, that this was always 
tbe case. But, the reading, which a com- • 
pilation of the history of the parliament has 
compiled me to perform, has convinced me 
of the falsehood of this assertion ; an asser- 
tion constantly made by all those, who aro 
interested in the support, of a system of cor- 
ruption. It was not until about a century 
ago; not, indeed, until after the Revolution, 
that a regular system of parliamentary oppq- 
aUioji was organized and acted upon) ^nd^ 
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if that ajrstum had bec^ organized betbrc 
ther^nover wddld baveWn soch a revoiu 
tion $ oevef would hav^ beon a revolution 
until the roiaerable people, aasisted, perhaps 
as the people of Spain now are/by a foreigi 
invader, had risen, with despairing an< 
bloody minds, to tear the whole tabnck u 
pieces No: a regular opposition; a dea< 
^et opposition, a division of the represents 
^ tives of the people into two distinct sets o 
‘pleaders, arra>ed a|aiust each other upoi 
benches deriving tlieir names fiom the par 
ties occupying them : this does not make t 
part of the constitution of England: it is i 
terrible evil, giowu out of the neglect am 
violation of that constitution ——Is it not 5 
lamentable thing, to see, at a time like this, 
whole months spent in eager and angry con- 
test; and, during the whole time, scarcely 
any one thing seriously discussed, or propos- 
ed, having for \U real object the guarding oi 
the nation against the dangers that await 
it^ To see all the powers of the minds 
of so many men ot such great talents, 
so eminently quahhed, by iiatuve as well as 
by experience, toi the task of giving a right 
diiection to the public mind, and of infusing 
jnto the hole mass of the nation courage 
and public spit it ; to see all these powers 
wasted lu despicable bickerings and vexatious 
propositions ’ To ha\e expected many iii* 
dilations of public-spirit might bgie been 
uni^asonable , but, surely, selhdi rncl cor- 
rupt as ate the /imes, we might have ex* 
pectod to see some one, out of so many 
hundreds, to set us an example of billing 
sacrifices to the good of the countiy ; yet. 
no such example, amongst ail the numerous 

candidates toi power, h ive we seen f 

must now leturn to the reversion bill, for a 
moment, in order to notice the debate, 
which took phee upen it, in the House ot 
Oimmons, on Monday last, the Uth in- 
st^snt ——The bill was new -modelled. Jn 
order to render it palatable in the House of 
Lords, It was blade to suspend the power of 
granting places in reverbion, ** duiing the 
** inquiry now pending in the House of 
** Commons ’* Lord Porchestrr moved 
an amendment, making the bill what it was 
befoiej that IS to say, a prohibition of any 
future grants of places in i eversion .-—JMfa. 
STEVHEtr opposed the amendment. Hn»said, 
that it had by 00 means been yet prov-* 
ed tj)at the abol ti m of the practico of ffuxiU 
ing oftcte in reieraloo was it^oriotiis to the 
country,!^ and it appeared Co £ini| to be at 
least a very questionable assertion to edntend 
that it was so. Ha depreeafed the disnatoO 
between the co-ordinate branches of tfaO^ 
glslatutc^ and condemned in warm terms 


the kttempu that were msdO tig Id a»^ 

tical period as the present^ !»# jWM 

cutive government bad but toomanydifndm^ 
ties to cootead with to french upon the pee# 
rogatives of the crown, and by that meand 
to increase those dtfficuUiea in a tenfold ^ 
gree. 

** Sir FfiAKCta Butoixr combatted the 
'' arguments of the learned gentleman (Mr. 
Stepheni)^ who having rebuked othetsfor 
the temper shewn by them in this debate^ 
** had hrmselfexbtbitcdmoie of what was 
' peculiarly denominated temper, he 
' bad often witnessed in that hona»h fn- 
‘ deed, the whole speech of, the learned 

* gentleman seemed to have proceeded from 
' It, consisting chiefly of reflections cast up« 

* on persons no longer in office, and its 

* whole scope and teiwncy seemed to have 
^ that in view, rather than the question, or 
^ any of those important consideiationa na*- 
' turally suggested by it. To iliis must be 
' attributed the palpable defectjyenebsoftbe 
^ learned gentleman's reasoning; which 
^ appeared to him no less enoncous with 
’ re^fiect to principles of politics than of 
^ law. The learned gent had adduced the 
' situation of Europe, and the circumstan* 

^ ces of the tunes as arguments in favour of 
^ pieiogative; e\eu if this granting of re- 
^ versions was an abuse, these were not 

' times 10 which it ought to be restrained.--* 

' Was it possible we could cast our eyas 
over the map of Europe, or the page 01 its 
Mistoiy fur the last fif edh >ears, andsttU 
be advocating despotism, and putting pur 
tiust in Standing Armies > Should we 
neier leant that an armed people, proud 
of, and detoted to liberty, was the otiif 
meth >d Oft making a country unconqner- 
able, and a government secure ^ What! 
was It any want of prerogative that ttsMle 
Austria, Prussia, Hpssia, and all fbe des* 
*p(Us of Europe fall at the feet of Ffanoi } 
Or was it the want of their tiobjecrs hsMirtg 
that deprived them of energy and support;^ 
that Jefc them in the hour of mti^geif 
abandoned «nd forlotn? This shtHlld 
teach princes and stttes, that those who 
bttd been accustomed to crook th^ 
pn^nt hingea of the knee** beford one 
master, could ea eC’tty perform the same 
** baseness before another; e^|iich consider 
latioo^ight put them ou^ of love witH 
** flattery and fawning ; and teacli rbeptu 
** that despotism was not less Impotent, tb^ 

^ cruel, not less marked by infancy ihipl 
fo^y; nor more to be hated tlion de> 
sp»sed.~*^He bad learnt, not only 'ftom 
** tho$o great wrifets whose theory, th« 
teamed Rent, saidt unfeitunateW differed 
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''•^temtlieffaiTtice of the constitution^he 
** *hed leernt not only from ihem^ but also 
from high prerogative lawyers^ amongst 
" others from Sir H. Finch the high pre- 
rogative lawyer, in the high prerogative 
^es of that high prerogative king, 
Charles the First, who lost his head for 
bis prerogative, which he owed not a lit- 
'' tie to his high prerogative lawyers, that 
tboogh the prerogative extended, as they 
V* said, to every thing# yet it could not ex* 
** tend to abuse, because, being in its nature 
fbr the benefit, it could not be exerted to 
the injury of thd public. Why, tfien, the 
** question was, w'ere those Reversionary 
** places for the benefit or injury of the pub* 
lie ? But, they were point^ out as a griev- 
ous injury and abuse by the committee of 
this bouse. This house had adopted that 
piuiciple, framed a bill acknowledging it, 
and.ibolihhiugit, but we were now to be 
told it uas unpalatable to the lords, that 
" we must yipld it to their prejudices : but 
'' it concerned too deeply the honour and* 
chaiacterof the commons, which he would 
not consent to yield to the preiudice or 
the pride or the corrdptioa of the lords, 
against which he would oppose the privi- 
leges of the commons. Nor w'ould he 
* consent, that the commons, in a measure, 

' tio matter how small, of economy, of sa* 
** vihg the peop]e*s pockets, of controlling 
** public expenditure, should bate an inch of 
" privilege, ranch less i^crifice the prind- 
pie, which, in fet, \va8 the whole of this 
bilL Tlic hon. gent, who brought for- 
w^rd tins bill — now proposed, io be ren- 
dered totally worthless, by a compromise 
'^vwitb ministers, (and for whom hecertain* 
^ ly entei tamed a better opinion than he had 
been pleased to profess he entertained for 
hini) recalled to hU mind, upon 'this oc- 
caaidn. Bottom the weaver, who playing 
tjbe part of Lion in pageantry before thb 
•^^coiirt, and being exce^^sively apprehensive 
least he should cause any alarm, when he 
makes his appearance in liis ]ion> hide, 

' poipf bis head tturough a hole in the neck, 

■ and says, don’t alarmed, for J who 
‘^^act Lion .am not Lion, but Bottom the 
' weaver, doh*t be frightetted# On if you 
wei® fri^ed, 'twere pily o’wy lift, lit 
'' roar ye sMrgbmly as sucking tomb 

** The learnt gi$iit.*wlio had juSt down, 
hrftiexpressefbtM disbelief of ^Uie existence 
pf any iniconstUutiottol influence exer-^ 
ctsfid by irresponsible persotie^and con* 
troHug the resimsible ministers.* iTiis 
' ■ ■ ■ > 1*- 

*;Wfobbett*a Parliamentary Histoiy 
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'' influence, bowevei;, was felt early in the 
** present Mgnr, denounced first by mf Lord 
'' Chatham, and he believed the |mhUc was 
well convinced it did exuU>«Hi mysteriooi 
and malignant powCr wboaelumd, felt, not 
'' seen, had stabbed the comtltution to 'the 
heart.«M*But, of all the many coripus 
** citcumstanccs which bad attended the 
progress of this bill, nothing appeared^ to 
^bim more curious than the conduct of mi- 
** nhters about it : they Ssere not for it, and 
** they were not against it : to the court 
they apologised for themselves, saying—* 
ft We are not against it, because it will do 
** you no harm:” to the pei^le, ** We are 
not strongly for it, because it will do you 
no good i we do not wish to delude you , 
the measure is trifling, f nugatory, said the 
Secretary at War,) it would be deceiving 
and raising the expectation of the people, 

** only to disappoint, it j it wuld aflbrd them 
'' no relief.** Now, he perfectly agreed as 
'' to the inadequacy of the n^easure— the 
smallness of the boon 5 but, it was a com** 
mencemeue ot reform, it acknowledged 
the principle— *the necessity j and there- 
fore, he bhoiild vote for it He would 
** also observe, that it was the last drop that 
made the cup to oveiflow j that the peo- 
** pie were full of grievances and sufterings, 
'' toasing and tumbling on the bed of sick- 
ness ; that they at present turned their 
** anxious eyes towards that house for 
” relief— that they shouldf beware how 
** they disappointed them, and turned 
theiri Cyes elsewhere in despair.—— 
** But, it seemed, that ministers objected 
** to a measure so inadequate, so paltry, not 
" worth the people's acceptance. They 
had better stomachs for reform — wanted 
something more substantial. He sup- 
posed they wished for some independent 
country member to get up and propose 
that the ancient undoubted right of the 
people to annual parliaments, chosen by 
tbemselvto, should be restored— or th^ 

* no person bribed, or who should be brib^ 
byfl^ace or pension should have^a' 
soatta the Commontf^HouwMithat the 
good old laws of the land, Magna Cbarta> 
^'^Bill of Rights, and Act of Settlement, 
dbould be restored, by repealing all those 
unceflkitutiondl kctii which had nearly 
annibihtad them 5 or some othe# piV>p^ 
sitiotw ^ortbjr to ^be entertained roy an 
£n|d^ Hoitoe ttf* Commons.— Hp could 
not set-down without expressing hjs as* 
imflitiment; at the quoner from wheooo 
opposition tothia very modemto mest* 
'' sutona«ie,r^rofli those whe> %^ii|g 
** notbitftr, badseeeived^fliul wexeredeivlng ' 



tagcl(Batiu of public who otybt 

to.Webeeii m'Very«lastfeoq{»p0«e it^or 
catber^ who ought to have boea amongst 
** its most chearfulpatroas and pfomoters — 
even'though imated bj no othar motive 
than that which guidsd every prudent 
tradesman* and made him oeosidcn* pre- 
sent security* as well as future j^ln. 
« He would* and wUh no\iorriefidly troica* 

. ** call upoD those persons to consider* wbe* 
** ther* by their bpposltioo to this bill of 
Reversion* they might not produce bills 
of Resumption % whether they migiit not* 
** by opposing this small commepoeuient of 
reform* cause themselves speedily to hear 
** sounds the most uopleasant* he should 
* suppose* to their ears— for he would 
** have them recollect* that it was not the 
** first time in the history of this country 
'' that the necessity of the times* and the 
** indignation of the public* had echoed 
through the land resume and refiend'* 

** Mb. Windham Rid not think that the 
measure of abolishing Reversions would be 
80 productive of advantage toathe people as 
was supposed. The assertion of the hon. 
baronet* that it would be the commence- 
ment of reform* was to him no recommen- 
dation of it* knowing* as he did/ the dread- 
ful dangers which might ensue from mis- 
guided attempts at reformation* of which 
* we had had sufiSlcient examples in a neigh- 
bouring country. As to the corruption that 
was so generally asserted to exist among the 
higher orders* he contended that that cor- 
ruption existed in an equal degree in the 
lower* and thabthe tree struck its root as 
deep into the earth as it elevated its branches 
into the air/’— After Mr. Windham came, 
it appears from the repoit* Mr. Sheridan t 
but* I can hardly believe* that the speech 
attributed to him ever fell from hiahps. He 
has astonished me many times* but* that he 
jshould make the speech* which* has been 
ublished undet his name* is quite incredi- 
le. Hb spoke with great warmth^ too, 
tl^ reporters tell us. It was represented to 
me* only a few days ego* that he was tV/ ; 
and really* if this report be correct* Jl am 
afraid that the representation Was but too 
well fbubded. But* it it biqxisstble. He 
never could have uttered the words. 
No I net even Mr. Sheridan coqM have 
<iiade such a speech.-— The wox4t^ pub- 
H^ed as bis speech were these ? »■ -* * * ^ **^r. 
Sb&tUm could not be provoked to sqr a 
WoYd at so late ad hour* by uxxy tbUig but 
4ttfe aafraordhsary positions bo bad 

just bewdfjoin bU right bbawrioiid^^ What I '' 
gli oornaptioa ftata waa to bp fymi 
sbMy iiC^ab» we^a ^ 


m 

•q^* and from die peopleifaen sprungmfdl 
corruption ! He mast beg his b 0 n< 
friend to recollect that ha had 
jrepresented such a variety of pU^i^ WlmthPr 
the county of Norfolk* Norwich* 
Mawe*s* or* Bigham Ferrers* that even « 
memory like bis* and such a kuowii^ae* 
quaintance with the constitution of parlia^ 
meat 4 could not well enable him to nifof 
what place ho was really the representative. 
His r^t bon. friend had ebiefiy insisted* 
that the root of corruption was tp be traced 
only to the people. He would coqtssndtbe 
very cdRtrary. it was government that was 
the seducer i the peopm the seduced. The 
present question would put it to the test } and 
if his right hou. friendv principles were to 
be adhered to* it would oply prove* that 
the drippings of the top of the tree were the 
real cause of the blighting of the bfanches* 
and the Corruption 6 f foe root. Where root* 
branches* 8cc. were undermined* could any 
fiur firuit be after expected to blossom ffxm 
such a ground f '*<— Now* hoV the repor« 
ter could insert this appears to me to be as- 
tcaitshing. It was au answer to Mr. Windham* 
but it answered what be did not say. He 
said* that corruption had gone as for amongst 
the poor as it had gone amongst the rich | 
as far amongst the low as amongst the high r 
that the tree of corroption bad shot as far 
downwards as it had shot upwards*^ a figure 
perfectly corresponding with the well-known 
observation respecting the oak* that its tap 
root penetrates exactly as^far into the earth 
as its topmast twig mounts into the atf. As 
to the truth of the proposition* which tbif 
figure was meant to illustrate or embellish* 
that is another matter $ but*4f Mr. Sheridpn 
did give the answer* which is here tinputei 
to him* he must have been out of the house 
> when Mr. Windham ^oke; for* if* he 
been disposed so glaringly to 
ar member*t word* he could nqt have^ ventub» 
ed to do it* knowing that the taisrqnresen- 
ration must be jierceived by every one wba 
heard Jiim. l^d Mr. Windham s^* that 
corruption sprang up jolely ftom tbq 
people?** No. Hesdid not say, that U 
sprang up from Uie pec^le at afl. Be said^ 
that the tree had shot (is far ^ownwarda as 
it had upwaids ; but, be said notbjng about; 
the nr about who had sown the sued 

Now* fs to tbe any one look 

Jffogtfoaand hundreds of places • that, couki 
beaaplsed* pnd deny* if^he can*, that the 
corrttpjkiouihaf shot as far downwards as 11 
ItMt jUt any look a}.the el«c> 

AkiMn4a^ Paviaon ; my,, kt any 
<Hfn,kak *tib« t«»ml»er (rf vote., wbicb ware 
fitnaioed, t^on* Islponavoo^ &r« penw. 

V 
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whom It fs. needier now to namo. Tbtf^, 
if we bad not thousands of others, are quite 
aoiScieat prooft of the truth of Mr. Wind- 
ham’s In fact, it is only because 

the electors are corrupt, that corruption pre- 
▼a^s at all. Iftheyviere to do their duty, 
there would not exist the food for corruption 
to feed upon.-^*! imagine, I could easily 
|loint'OUt the reason why Mr. Sheridan 
chose, upon this occasion, to post himself up, 
et it were, for an advocate of reform. Yes, 
1 could easily 'assign a cause for this wonder-^ 
fffl ebullition of popular spirit, ^ut, be 
may re<«t assured, that the persons, whom he 
bad in his eye, even if they had now another 
opportunity of making a choice, would con- 
vince him, that they are not easily to be led 
to alfcr their minds, as to any part of his 
conduct or character. It well became him, 
indeed* to talk about St. Mawe’sandHigham 
Ferrers ! His election and his riding in the 
diit-covered car with Sir Samuel Hood, 
were, one would have thought, sufficient 
to Invf induced him to say nothing about 
elections ; «'ind, as to iinerure places, it is 
well-known that he has now, or lately had, 
Q pretty good one (1 suppose it has come back 
to him upon the death of Loid I^ke)| it is 
fil«<j well known, that the Whig ministry 
wab scarcely formed, when he obtained for 
bis son a sinecure worth three thousand 
pounds a year, that son receiving at the same 
fime. pay a captain in the army ; it is 
also well known, that he asked for himself 
the Chancelforbhip of the Duchy ot Lancas 
ur, ano^er sinecure place worth three thou* 
sand a year, and that he asked it for life too. 
In fact, men more greedy of the public 
nioney than himself and his son, it is, I 
thinly, impossible to find, even in this enun- 
tcy, at this time. ^He has always been 
liuntiqg after place, wdiich is very well, per- 
hitps, but, then, he should ne^cr attempt 
to plt^ the pait of the disinterested man. 

i t is odd enough to hear him expressing 

his indispiaHon at Mr. Windham's *^dcfence 
qf sinecure places ; he, wdio is a sinecure 

t laceman, and would have been, if he could, 
doublpThancted slnbcure placeman, and 
son (of whom he Is so proud, as he 
tt|l4 tl)e ejectors of Westminster) was, as 
loqg'as ministry would permit him to be 

E , a sinecure placeman, the place having 
en obtained by the rneaps of ffae> father. 
Windham is no sinecure ptacem^ti \ hq 
pever^ in jiis life, pooketfed a farthing of 
the public money ; he must, therefore, have 
siK>kei} frqm principle | anc|| thpugh t diiftr 
With him in opinion, as lo stnecqre placet, 
cannot help respecting hint lor the manly 
Htion of septhpfpti* If oxfty 


would, like him, spfiai out^ we sbeixld al- 
ways know what we bad to trust to. He 
says plainly, that he disapproves of any at- 
tempt to reform the parlt^hQent ; he acknow- 
ledges that corruption exists \ he wishes it 
did not \ but, he tells us, that, in his opfoi- 
ion, the remedy would be worse thair the 
disease. Let no man suppose, that he has 
not reckons to give in support of this opin- 
ion. It is our business to combat those rea- 
sons, and not to abuse bfrm for entertaining 
the opinion, or for acting upon that opinion, 
until it be proved to be erroneous. At any 
laH, he h not an enemy to be hated, who 
speaks out ; who acts without disguise ; 
wbo scorns all subterfuge, and who is willing 
to run the risk of defeat.— —It will not be 
forgotten, that this advocate of refoim, ne- 
ver talked about reform, while he kimselj was 
ui place. Before and after, but not during 
that time, when be had the powder to speak 
with effect. It has been the same, with re- 
gard to all the other subjects, which, from 
time to time, he has taken up. There KaVe 
always been*Glbme means found out of mollr- 
fying and silencing him. During the last 
session of parliament, he talked about a bill 
respecting the powers of the police magi»- 
trates ; be gave notice of his intention to 
propose such a bill. Now we hear no more 
of It j and no more of ii we shall hear, un- 
less a similar motive should again animate 
the patriotic proposer —It must have sur- 
prized a great many people 'to see Mr. Sbe- 
lidan thus turn upon Mr. Windham all of a 
sudden. His friendship is like that of a cat. 
He will purr about you for'a long while to- 
gether; but, by-and by, when you least 
expect It, he gives you a scratch. He now 
appears to be purring to Sir Francis Burdett, 
the man by the means of caluroniniing whom 
be gained the support of the fi lends of Sir 
Samuel Hood ; the man against whom cbict- 
ly the speeches and toasts at all his election 
dinners, during the first contest, were le- 
velled ; the man, in short, whom the Whigs 
sought to destroy by all the means that ma- 
lice could invent and baseness execute. This 
purring; however, will not succeed ; and, 
therefore, if Mr. Sheridan be wise# he will 
nfike the best that he can of a steady attach- 
ment to his old party. 

Ikiiia Affairs.-*—- T he recent intelH- 



sight, only inasmuch as It gives an ^account 
pf the loss of a great nuihber of English of- 
^cers ana soldiers. It may serve to make 
|nen reject justly on the nature of the watt 
we carry ^ ip India and may lead tb^ 

80 KRichto wnrih 
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ly, that the pQ«9es'9ion of that country i a aoiy half of the ttory | aodlj if ib^ 

terrible evil. This* it 'seeni^i is to be had been Jnforaed, that we were pbttlhg 

Iasi war; but, we have been told the S 2 te whiskers n{»oa the faces of EogiiahjMflf 

thing for more than thirty years past. TL ri^ they might, perhaps, have taken the 
is a constant, a iiever-ceas>j)g v^ar in In a. mote quietly. If they could have men 
There is not always actual fighting ; I t, w^bisker Mellish riding in a dog-cart to an4 
. there are always going on preparations ror from the Brentford election, they mikhr* 
fighting. What right, in God*b name, whit perhaps, have profited from so striking an 
•rigbf'havo we to do this ? How isitposs ; example of complaisance. Ihis man eX« 
, ble For us to justify our conduct, upon any ceeded, in that way, any one I ever heard 
principle of moralky ? Conr|uests in Im a of, in this or any other country. He pat 
are not at all necessary either to our safety r a pair of most odious bunches of hair u^n 
our comfort. There is no glory attend! g , h is face ; he* disfigured hipiself ; he volnn- 
auch conquests and their accompany! g taiily nilidered himself ugly, and, to all 
butcheries We must be actuated by a she r appearance, for no reason whatever except 
love of gain ; a sheer love of plunder. I that of paying his court to those, who pre- 
really believe, that the history of the wh( s ferred the look of a German to that of an 
world does not afford an instance ot a seii s Englishman! Here, ye sla\ es of Hindostan ! 
of aggressions so completely unjustifial Behold this cx.imple, and repent of your re- 

and inexcusable But, the Indian bran i fractory beha\iour ! — It would seem, that 

makes a considerable part of our politic I . delegated rulers in '' our Eastern Empire,'* 
system. These colonies, on the other si< i I are really alarmed at the thieatsx)f Napoleon^ 
of the globe, have no^small share in the d > j and aie making preparations for defence, on 
cision of all questions relative to us here : ' the side of Persia. That is good. I wish 
homo. The East- India interest 4S em/W/c , J to see them upon the alert. It will bring 
and it is always held in the hands of the m • on the desired result. It will hasten that 
nister of the day. The East-India adventi • result ; and will make it as certain as if 
rer is enriched by money paid out of tl i I Buonaparte himself were to enter India with 
taxe« laised here, and that money he fii t an army. And here I must observe, how 

qucntly employs for the purpose of obtainii ; abominably cowardly our language res* 
the power of taxing us, for facilitatir peeling the French is. We appear to bo 

*^hich employment the borough system more afraid of six Frenchmen than of thirty 
most admirably calculated. If corruptio millions of Indians. When we are beaten, 

at elections were prevented, if the lav or in danger of be^ng beaten in India, we 

relating to elections were obeyed ; if th always ascribe it to the French, Like the 

constitution of England were adhered U fellow in one of Goldsmith’s plays, 

there would be bttle danger fiom combins where we will we find the Parlez vous ;*'and 

tions of any soil. If those who pay th always are we, upon land, most dreadfully 

greater part ot the taxes wereall to have thei afraid of him. As to India, we are not at 

free votcc ; and if the qvialifications wer all ashamed to acknowledge, that, if the 

'such as the law intended them to be ; if n< French could throw in a trifling force of 

man having alien interests, and being exposei their own, or, even a body of mildaiy ofE- 

to no temptation to swerve from liis duty cers only, we should soon be driven out of 

which duty, supposing him to be properij the country. We never he.1r the French 

qualified, would have a perfect coincident expressing such terrible apprehensions at the 

with his interest ; if such were the state influence of English military officers, These 

of the represeptaiion, (and such the consti- apprehensions of our India ruleis ard, how* 

tqtion of England means it should be,) the ever, by no medns onfounded t for, if the 

nation would be in no danger whatever oi French should get but a mere footing, they 

seeing either its honour or iu interest sacri* will very soon overset a company of as com- 

fleed to such bodies as the East-India Compa- fortable sovereigns as the world ever saw. 

ny; but, while things continue in theii Portugal.— The situation of Portugal^ 

present state, it is impossible, |tha^ such respecting which 1 have, in another part 
•acrificea should not be made.— If is said this number, inserted an account, is truly 
now, that some regulations will be adopted, shocking; but, it is no other than what X 
in India^ for the purpose of conciliating the expected, and foretold. Portugal cannot 
nativesj, and especially ior the pqrpose of : exist, in' the present state of its agriculture, 
preventing any futura attkek upon their reli- without importation.-— It is stated, that an 

gtous prejudices. This alludes to the application was made, in the latter efad of 

%er sn^tvwf which was, indeed, a -last inDODth,to cor admiral Sir Charles Cotton, 

Bttt| the IndiaQS kpew HvR«taAra1 itmot. to suflhr fioma nrovuiouB 
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to come into Lisbon to prevent the peopje 
from starving, and that Sir Charles has 
sent home tor instructions. 1 thinks I 
should not have sent home. The chief ob- 
ject of the Orders in Councih and of the 
blockades^ was to produce distress in France^ 
aufi in all the countries under her controul. 
This is the immediate object of preventing 

S revisions from going into a besieged town. 

lut, there is, in the latter case, a consequent 
object, and that is, the surrender of the 
town by the enemy. Now, though no state 
of distress, no ravages of famine, could, 
perhaps, be reasonably expected to induce 
the French to evacuate Portugal, and, if 
they were to do it, we could not take p«is- 
session and hold it ; yet, a sort of capitulation 
inight have been made. The French might 
have been required to yield something. The 
worth of the plunder, for instance, which 
they have made upon English subjects. 
They might, have been required to give up 
or drive out the Russian fleet. This may, 
perhaps, be done yet ^ but, the sooner the 
thing had been done the better. I am aware 
of the horrors of famine. I hear the cries 
of humanity in favour of a starving people •, 
but I hear them also in a town besieged ; 
and I never yet heard of town in that state 
being supplied by the besieger. I shall be 
told, may be, that the Pertu^uese are our 
old friends and allies ; and so were the 
Dutch ; and so were the Russians. Portugal 
now belongs to France $ two millions and a 
half of people have submitted to her ant ho- 
•rity j the ports and resources of Portut^al 
are now arrayed against England. This 
being the case, we must consider the Por- 
tuguese as enemies. Amongst the effects of 
the Orders in Council, I always counted 
greatly upon the distress to be produced in 
all the countries depepdant upon France, and 
especially upon the starving of Spain and 
Portugal. N'^w, though I feel sorrow that 
Portugal should have so acted as to bring 
herself into a state of staivation; 1 cannot 
say that I am sorry that starvation has been 
the consequence. I should be sorry* that a 
eculator should have so acted as to bring 
imself to the gallows; but, I could not 
say that I was sorry that he had been hanged. 
—•^Terrible as ihe effect of our power is, 
in Portugal (and it will soon have, I should 
think, a like effect in Spain,) it cannot ia* 
to be attended with advantages to Europe in 
general. The example is, indeed, dread- 
ful ; but it will be the more efflcacions. It 
*iVill tend to convince the yielding nations^ 
that there is soiflething still more to be 
dread^ than the armies of France. The 
greediness of trade has, until no^, prevent- 
ed nsfrpm m^ing the true use of our naval 


power. ' Napoleon having, by bis commer* 
cial decrees, cut off bur tratle, we have been 
driven to do that which wisdom long ago 
pointed out to us.— — Portugal will now, 
nstead of an addilioiial weapon in the hand, 
be a mill-stone about the neck of France: 
The fate pf that vi etched country will 
teach the peoph- of Kurop<», that there is a 
boundary to the power of Napoleon. He- 
himself cannot but feel, that it must tend to 
render him odious, to cause his name to be 
hated and ciri^ed, and to render his sway of 
prerario'is dirration. All these, Mr. Roscoe, 
and not ^ our Lauderdale nefociations, and 
jHuitiuiis from Liverpool, l6ad to a secure 
and lasting peace. 

Spain. A very confused account (in- 

sei led below fiom the news-papers) of an 
insurrection in Spain shews, I think, clear- 
ly, that the last remaining branch of the 
House of Bom bon has not many months to 
enjoy even the name of regal authority. 
That infatuation and imbecility, which 
hate, in all the other countries of the con- 
tinent, p»ivp^ the military road of tlie con- 
queror, seem to have work"*d double tides in 
the monarchy of Spain. It i> not long^since 
we saw the king accusing hts son of being 
engaged in a cbnspiracy against his life ; and, 
it is pretty generally asserted, that the queen 
had as little of constancy as the king had of 
sense. Profligacy and extravagance in Iho'* 
Royal family j base peculation in the nobles; 
and a total want of public-spirit in I he peo- 
ple, w ho are, to say the best of them, as 
corrupt ns their riileis : these arc the causes 
of the present di.stracted Mate, and of the 
approaching subjugation, of Spain; and, let 
no man hope, that similar causes will not, 
in every country where they prevail, pro- 
duce, first or last, similar effects. IViches, 
luxury, corniption, cowardice, passive sub- 
mission at home, subjection to a foreign 
foe : this, the history of the w'orld tells us, 
is the invariable progress ; and, I am afraid, 
that it tells us besides, that a nation, oqce 
deeply coriupted, never yet regained its 
purity, without feeling the scourge of f 
conqueror^ or passing through the^flre of 
revolution.— Jn the approaching change 
iq, Spain,^, therefore, see tiothiiig to re- 
gret. It appears to be Impossible, that the 
people can be placed in a state more wretch- 
ed and* degraded than they noware. Let 
ua endeavour, let us Englishmen, eadi 
according to the utmost of his means, make 
an effort, at least, to prevent a similar fiite 
from beftlling our country ; for,, we may 
be well assured, .that, in'Uie immutabto 
decrees of Providence, there is no artido 
conulning an exception io favour of us.. 
Ambbican States.— ^ My querulous 
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correspondent, the Acnencsn merchant 
of New Br ai Street/* has sent me ano- 
ther letter, which 1 have inserted, azid, 
upon one part of which only I shall make 
any observation, rfe says, in answer to <ny 
questibn, so often repeated, that ho would 
give up the right of searchings fur sea- 
. men j but, that ho would take care to pre- 
vent abuse in the extreue of it } and this is 
all, as ike understands, that the American pre- 
sident asks for. It hetlocs really undet stand 
this, his understanding must, 1 hhould sup- 
pose, have been asleep, for some months 
past ; for, we learn, from the correspondence 
between Lords Holland and Auckland and 
Mr. Canning, that our negociptors went as far 
as they could possibly go in assurances that 
all abuse in the exercise of the right should 
be eftectually prevented. Bur, this is not 
all. The king, in hi^ proclamation upon 
thejubject, strictly enjoins and commands 
all his officers to exeicisc this right of search 
with the lea^t possille* degree of iucon- 
venience to the ships, which they judge it 
necessary to search. Well, wliaf *more are 
we to do ? It is impossible to do any thing 
more, without doing away the right as to all 
its practical utility. And, observe, that this 
proclamation, so* far from having satisfied 
the Americans, is, in all their newspapers, 
on both sides, stated to bdXhe sole cause of 
' Dondmportalion act being put into force, 

and the chief cause of the embargo. 

Having entered u|>on this subject, I will 
now state a most curious and inteiesting fiict, 
relating to the embargo, which was omuied 
last week. It appears from the 'Charleston 
(South Carolina) city gazette of the 1 6th and 
17th of February last, that a “ large num-- 
ber of British subjects:, seamen in the 
'' American ships f went, on the X5th of 
that- month, in a body, to the English Con- 
sul, at that port, and reques^ him to give 
them relief or employment Now, then, 
where are the Morning Chronicle and its 
correspondent A. B. to affect a laugh at the 
idea of many of our seamen being on board 
the American ships ? This is a most unfor- 
tunate fact for those gentlemen, as well as 
for the American oegociators, who have in- 
variably asserted, that the number of £ng^ 
lish sailors on board of the American ships 
was not worth notice, and that the roeo ta- 
* hen out of them by our searcher's were, al- 
most in all cases, Americans, Whence, 
then, di^ this large number" spring at 
Charleston This js a very curious efiect 
of^tha cmbaiigfo. That self-blockade was 
adtq^^ed to prefvent us from taking our sea* 
men out of American ships) and, one of 
the edbeta of It bas been to make thoie sea- 


tnen^voluntarily withdraw tbemselvet front 
their ships, which bas, at the same time, 
furot^bed us with a proof of the falsehood 
of the allegations, upon which Xh^y founded 
their demand of n sui render of oiir rigltt of 
search. — --Ihe Morning Chronicle, of thtj 
I'Xih instant, has made an extraordinary dis- 
play of its understanding upon a matter ron- 
.nected with the embargo, but which con* 
nectioi* it does nof appear to have perceived. 
—It publishes a proclamation of the king, 
dated on the 11th instant, which it prefaces 
with the follow'ing sagai ions remark. “ Wo 
understand that the lidlow'ing proclatrta* 
tion by the king in coniiC il has been is- 
sued. It is another pi out’ that the 4ys- 
" tern which has been Sora-hl/ trdopied iS 
** found to be impinclicable and, there- 
'* fore, clay by day, rWorfl/io/iv ol the priii- 
“ ciple me forced upon uDinisters.’’—— 
Now, what, reader, sJiould you imagine 
was this proof'* of the “ impracticability** 
of the Orders in Council system ? Wliat 
should you imagine was tliis rvlaxalion^ 
forced upejn the ministers ?** Read the pro* 
rlamation, and then admire the profound ig- 
norance of this oracle of the 'Whig politi- 
cains. ** Gforge il.— Instructions to the 
comtnanclers of our ships of w^ar and pri- 
** vsleers. Given at our court at Windsor, 
** the lUh day ot April, in the 48th year 
of our reign. — Our w'ill abd pleasure 
** that you do not interrupt any neutralyes- 
sel laden with lumber and provisions, and 
“ going to any of onr colomes, islands, or 
settlements, in the West-Indies, or South 
Amciica, to whomsoever the property 
may appear to belong, and notwithsiand- 
iiig such vessel may not have regular clears 
** auces and documents on houid, and in 
** case any vessel shall be met with, and l>e 
** in her due course to die alledged port of 
'' destination, an indorsement shall be made 
on one or more of thy principal papers of 
** such vessel, specifying the destination al- 
** ledged^and the place where the vessel Waa 
80 Visited. And in case any vessel so laden 
shall arrive and deliver her cargo at any 
of our colonies, id Ads, or settlemenU 
aforesaid, such vessel shall be permitted 
to receive her freight, and ter depart, 
either In ballast, or with any goods that 
may be legally exported in such ves^eL* 
and toqiroceed to any unblockaded port, 
notwithstanding the present hostilities, oir* 
any future hostilities which Maj) takeplacei 
and a passport for such purpose shall bd 
granted to the vessel by ^he governor, or 
other person, having the chief civil com- 
mand in such colony, Mand or settle- 
ment/*--*—- Now, one would htnh 
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thought, riiat no one nt all conversant in the 
maritime affairs of the worlds eould have 
failed to perceive in this proclamation, an 
offer made to the American mercho/nt ships 
lo trade with the English JVesi-lndm in spite 
of the embargo. Yet, Til warrant you, that 
It never entered into the noddle of tlus gen- 
tleman, that the order to our Commanders to 
dispense with the production of regular 
•• clearances and docun)ents * could have 
any such meaning. A very poor noddle has 
be ! The Amencan ships (the only neutral 
ships now in the world) are, observe, all 
embargoed y that is to say, they lie in their 
ports under a positive law, foi bidding them, 
under heavy penalties, to go thence to any 
other port or country in the world. To of- 
fer them a free passage, then, to the West- 
Indies, or' to any orhe** part, would have 
been a pure absurdity upon any other sup- 
position than that of their setting the 
embargo law at defiance. The law per- 
mits them to go tiom one American port 
to another American port as often as they 
please $ and. as I stated in my last 
Register, they had, in some cases, as was as- 
aerted in their newspapers, taken advantage 
of this exception to run oif to Jamaica with 
a cargo. But, there was some danger in 
this 5 because, if met by any of our crui-'crs, 
they would be liable to be siezed, seeing that 
they could not possibly have any other than 
their coasting clearance on board. To se- 
cure them against this danger, the present 
proclamation ptovides, that, if they say that 
they are bound to our settlements in the 
W^st Indies, or South America, they shall 
not be interrupted, and that one of their pa- 
pers shall be endorsed by the English com- 
mander who may visit them, specifying the 
alledged dvstination and also the place where 
Tisit^ by him. This seaires their going to 
one of our settlements; because, if met 
again, andoa/o/' ///e /rai A, they are sieved. 

- -— Having thus invited them out to sea, 
and secured their arrival in our ewu colo- 
n^es, the proclamation next provideif^for their 
having due encouragement to take away the 
produce of those colbnics and, for this pur- 
pose, allows them to go with such produce 
to any part of the world, except to a port 
blockaded by us. And this the noddle of 
the Morning Chronicle has conceived to be 
a relaxation of the Orders in Council sys- 
Xotxk, forced upon the ministers !" Let us 
try an instance in detail. Jonathan Slt« 
nooTslies with his brig, the Fair Ameri* 
can,’* embargoed in the port of Boston. 
There are his brothers Ezra and ’Zekiel and 
Natty, and his cousins to the third genera- 
t(op| ali l)ls seainen, lounging about for \rant 


of employment , Sugar and Molasses and 
Rum are mounted up to double price, while 
lumber and fish and pork are sunk to half 
price. ** 1 vow,** bays Jonathan, Til not 
** ^bide ficre.*' He buys a cargo of lumber 
and provisions, to the custom-house he goes 
as bold as a lion, and there he demands and 
obtains a clearance for Norfolk or Wiiming-^ 
ton or Charlestown or Augusta. He is v>n 
board at three strides, up goes the anchor, 
and off goes the Fair^American for Jamaica, 
leaving the embargoed crews, whose master 
h 15 less enterprise than hers, to eat molasses 
and toKlrink rum at double price, while they 
themselves have no pay. She is met by one 
of our cruizers at sea ; but, upon alledging 
that she is going to Jamaica, her papers are 
endorsed, and she is suffeicd to pass. — Thus, 
our islands obtain provisions and lumber.-— 
** Well now,” says Jonathan, I vow, you. 
Governor inan, 1 don’t like to go back just 
yet. I’ll go to these Frenchmen’s coun- 
** II y with a eargo^f coffee.” In be takes 
it, and aw^ay he goes to France. If he be 
met by ofie of our cruizers, be has the pass- 
port of the Governor of Jamaica to show ; if 
he be met by a French cruizer, 1*11 trust to 
Jonathan's Ingenuity to convince him that he 
took in his cargo at Martinico ; which inge- 
nuity will also serve his turn when he comes 
into Bourdeaux or Havre-de-Gracc.— Thus, 
w'e make the enemy consume our colonifi* 
produce, while we prei^ent neutrals froib 
carrying him any from hi? own colonies.— 
And this the Morning Chronicle calls a 
relaxation of the Orders in Council sys- 
** tern, forced upon the ministers !” Oh, 
thou blind guide ! Thy printer’s devil under- 
stands as much of these matters as thou dost. 
Well, but what will Jonathan do next ? Per- 
haps, by this time, the embargo fit is off; 
for he has now been four months from home; 
and, if that be the case, he will laugh at the 
Congress and im law. Perhaps, though, the 
fit is not off. Well, it is little matter, ei« 
ther way, for he may sell the ” Fair Ame* 
rican,** or give her away, bis voyage having 
cleared much more than the worth of her. 
But, Jonathan will do no such thing. From 
France he will clear out for Martinico again, 
and, with the Governor of Jamaica’s pass* ^ 
port, well let into one of the planks of the " 
brig,o he will come through our cruizers to 
Loudon or Liverpool. There he will take 
in a cargo for Boston ; his clearance will 
carry him through our fleets and jeruizers^ 
and he will stand the chance of smuggling ia 
his cargo. Once out at sea, however, in the 
first instance, be may follow what course be 
pleases, as long as he takes care to ob^ tbe 
£o|;li8b firoclamatious and Orders in 
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cil I biit« th« longer the conttnnet, 

the greater will to tbe t^ptatioti to smuggle 
in cargoes from England. One luckyult 
wiU, in that case, n^e a inan*s fortune.*-^ 
Even if *' future hostilities^' diat is to say, 
war Mth America, should break out, Jona* 
4han may go right back home with 4iis cof- 
• fee and rum and moiasses, if he chooses; 
afld thither he will go too> when the scarci- 
ty becomes great, in spite of all the acts 
that the Congress are%ble to pass.«-^Tbis 
proclamation is a very wise nieasare. it is 
calculated to meet the event of war, at the 
same time that it exactly suits this state of 
demi-warfare, in which, by the folly of the 
American government, we are now placed 
with that country.— And this is what the 
• Morning Chronicle calls relaxation of the 
Order in Council system, forced upon the 
ministers!” 

Curates' Stipend Bill.— have time 
only to say, that I most heahily wish this 
bill success. It was defeated by the late mi- 
nistry, who could have had no other object 
in view, than that of pleasing thi^dwiiers of 
livings. Mr. Perceval has always been res- 
ected by me on account of this bill ; and, 
is persevering in it, through all situations, 
places him in striking contrast with the apos- 
tate patriots, to whom be has been opposed 
, in politics, and who have, to a mao, broken 
tTeir promises, the moment they got posses- 
sion of the power of fulfilling them.— • 
This, indeed, is a step in the way of real 
rform - — Some one expressed a desire to 
have two debates upon the principle of this 
bill; but, if there were to be two thousand 
spie^bes, and if all the speakers were op- 
posed to it, the;> never w'oukl make one roan 
of sound sense believe, that it is just towards 
a parish to give its clerical revenues to a 
man, whose face it never sees, while he who , 
really performs all the duly ttot i« performed 
receives not more than two thirds of the a- 
mouiit of the wages of a journeyman me- 
chanic. 

Botley, I4tk April, 1808. 


PORTUGAL. 

Famine has. visited the wretched Porto 
jguese.--«At (he date of the last advices, the*; 
22d uit. hundreds, it is said, were lying 
^ dead in the streets of Lisbon. What, how- 
' ever most decisively proves the extent of 
the evil, is this, that General Juoot sent 
oot a flag of truce (the fact without a 
doubt) with a deputation to Sir Charles Cot- 
ton, at the head of which was M. Michael 
Setard, a respectable Portuguese, to suppli- 
nafe (the precise term used) the Admiral to 
ptovisiopstotoaieiufoLiaboii, 


to sate the ptcfle from perishing. Thougli 
Sir Cherldl^waa eorvmced of the reality of 
the aUec^ scarcity, yet he thouglit, it 
' seems, ecompliatice with such a request be- 
yond bis powera, and therefore dispatched 
ibe Coqoette for precise instruciions.^-Va- 
rlous letters have bWn received descriptive of 
these horrors ; tto following is from one of 
^the gentlemen appointed to the deputation, 
and was 'written before he set off:—" Lis- 
bon, March 21, 1808.— -I have only time 
to inform you of my having been authorised, 
with several others, by this government, to 
proceed to the English fleet, now blockading 
our port, for the purpose of prevailing on 
Admiral Cotton to permit provisions to be 
brought hither, as we are absolutely on the 
eve of a famine. Under these dreadful cir- 
cumstances we rely on the humaifity and H- 
torali ty of a generous nation, and we trust 
that his excellency will commiserate the dis- 
tressed situation of the ’inhabitants of this 
devoted city and its environs, and grant liber- 
ty for provisions to enter the port, otherwise 
we must literally starve. Should we succeed 
in the object of our mission, it will revive 
the drooping spirits of the people, and save 
the lives of thousands and ten of thousands, 
who othei'wise must meet their fate in the 
worst and most terrible of all deaths — a 
death from hunger.” 


SPAIN.— INSURRECTION, 

Madrid, 19th March, nine o'clock at 
night. — Since Sunday the 13th inst., such 
important events have taken place, that the 
hurry in which 1 write will nor allow me to 
anange them in a proper order. Cci tain in- 
telligence having been received of the Em- 
peror of France coming here, it was asked 
ou the part of the King, and at tto request 
of the Admiral (the Prinde of Peace), what 
was the object of his journey, and wfaiiher 
his troops were directed to maicb ? — ^The 
answer was, that he came in a peaceable 
manner. foU' the good of the nation, and to 
make a Ppnee happy. The King, with his 
natural sinipricity, and with great satisfac- 
tion, shewed this letter to the Admiral, 
being immediately aware of the blow which 
threatened bini, prepared to make arrange- 
ments to escape to Mexico, taking with him 
the King, whom he succe^ed in persuading 
to follow Ivn3> apprizing him with what they 
had to fear fiom the arrival of the Emperor 
and his troops ; and for this purpose the Ad- 
miral lookout of the royal chest 36 millions 
of rials >^10 the course of last monih, be 
had sent already t)0 millions to Corunna, 
which were destined for Lendon, where ho 
has 40 mUHojRs of dollars. On Wcdaaad^f 
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lie arrived in Madrid, and withdiw on 
Sunday, in the eveninc^, according to his 
usual custom, to Aran)uaz. As soon as he 
arclved there, he tailed a meeting of the 
council, in which the flight of their Majes- 
ties were discussed, — The following day 
• (Monday), early in the morning, the signa- 
tures of the three principal persons were 
collected, and when Ca^cllero’s turn came^ 
he said that he did not chuse to sign, nor 
should he allow tlieni to do what they in- 
tended/ The King represented to him in the 
most earnest manner the danger in which 
they found themselves j the general discon- 
tent of the people of Madrid, demanded 
his head (as the Admiral had falsely made 
him believe). Cavellero said that there was 
no such thing, that all was false, and that 
he had been deceived. — ^The King imme- 
.diately answered — Do they deceive me? 
Do they betray me ? Who is the IVaitor ? 
~That IS the gentleman, pointing to the 
Admiral, who drew his sword— The council 
immediately broke up. The pi incipil party, 
consisting of Cavellero, the Prince, Altemire 
Fernando Nunes, who they say was wound- 
ed, as were most of the Grandees. This 
happened at night: at the noise the life 
guards entered, and among them the halbert- 
bearers, and soon afterwards the mob. The 
project, which was for some time only sns- 
jpected, was ascertained by the orders given 
to the life guards. — On the following day 
(Monday) in the iporning, the life guards 
look post on she road of Ocanna. The hall 
of the council and the whole of the palace 
' presented a scene of popular tumult. Some 
x)f the guards cried out kill him,” others 
** seize him ! " and some pointed the sword 
to his breast. The Prince Asturias clung 
to the A^tniral, who placing himself be- 
tween the troops *w'ith fixed bayonets, fled 
to his house, or concealed himself in the 
palace, and the queen to her apartflient. 
On Wednesday in the eveningi a mail ar- 
rived, with an order for the garrison of Ma- 
drid to assetnble and prepare to ixjarch. At 
7 o'clock at night the beavers of those orders 
went to all the coffee-houses, and wherever 
they tound officers or guards, directed them 
jto juin their corps, and through the whole 
town the carriages and horses were put into 
rcqiiibitioii. The troops remained all day in 
their quarters, which none of (hem were 
on any account permitted to leave, and much 
fermentation was observed among the peo** 
pie. And it was a matter of joj to them to 
go to the house of the Adiniial, to see that 
he h«id no longer a guard of hussars. The 
council of Castille met the same day, and 
continued in deliberation from ten iu tlie 


morning until four in the afternoon, to an- 
gwer'tbe two questions of the King, whether 
he should leave the country, and whether 
his people were disturb^ed : to which ques- 
tions theVeply was, that he ought not to leave 
the country, nor would they allow hiito to do 
so. That the people were quiet and loved hiirs 
.as he might himself see, if he would come to 
Madrid. This and the w hole of the preceding 
day, nothing but complaints, cl.imours, apd 
farewells, were heaWin Aianjuez,* bccauso 
the king entei lained the project of departing, 
until two in the afternoon, when a courier 
aarived from Napoleon, assuring him that 
he came with pacific intentions. This intel- 
ligence was imme^Mately promulgated, and 
the lamentations were conveited into shouts 
of joy, congratulations, iid ^braces, 
throughout all Aranjnoz. Tl)c patriarch re- 
turned home full of joy, exclaiming, “ no- 
thing is the matter, every thing is settled, 
go and make^it public, let every one know.” 
At half past eleven o’clock the same day, 
five loaded w<iggons passed through Aran- 
juez. ffiKra and Don Vicente arrived and 
brought the news, and a courier di*- patched 
by Cavallero brought it to government, with 
a charge to proclaim as soon as it should 
reach Delicias, All is settled, 1 am the 
bearer of good news, and of the orders for 
the troops to depait.”— At midnight all 
king's guards, the adniiral’s hussars, TBe • 
volunteers of the state, and the cavalry with 
loaded carbines and pistols, and the artillery 
with lighted matches were on duty.— Yes- 
terday (Thursday), in the morning, the an- 
nexed edict was posted, intended to unde- 
ceive and tranquillize the people; but at the 
same time, it was well known, that the ad- 
miral was neither apprehended nor disgraced, 
as had been reported. On the coniraiy, on 
the Tuesday, the royal family breakfasted at 
his house, and on the following day he* was 
at the palace, which grieved every body, 
and the inhabitants of Aranjuez continued 
much disturbed. l-isst night the admiral 
withdrew from the palace at eleven o clock, 
and at one attempted to escape. The life 
guards observed it, approached, and having 
ascertained the fact, flred a pistol, at which 
signal the rest of the guards assemblecL and 
a throng of people endeavoured to force their 
way through the admirars hussars^ who sur-^ 
rounded his house. Some of the life guards 
were killed, and Don Diego Godoy (the 
admiral's brother), who w?is at the head of 
bis regiment of Spahfsh guards, ordered 
them to fire, but none obeyed. He mpeat- 
ed the order, when the people, and ewn 
hia own soldiers feH on him, fired at Wnct, 
beat him, and tied hiabiiMb and fisew The 
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disturbance became gtoeral, i^rom .ji'belief 
that the royal family (who Were in Wd) in- 
tended to escape. Forty life guards set off at 
full speed after the admiral* who had fled^ 
and they succeeded iit overtaking bim* when 
they bound him, and took him to the palace 
^ two o’clock ; they came up with^liim at 
Qcanna. The princess of peace and her 
daughter they caused to alight* put them in 
a coach ' drawn by the peasantry* who con- 
ducted them to the palace* and delivered 
fliem to the prince, who came out to receive 
them with two candles in his hands.— This 
day, at 8 in the morning* our royal family 
appeared in the balcony of the palace* to 
thank the people. At 12, two decrees 
were posted up in Madrid* one of which 
.addressed to the president of the coun- 
cil* is in substance as follows: 

The knig, in order to undeceive your 
' loidship and the council, and that the pub- 
lic may be coirectly inforihed of what 
occuricd last night, makes known, tliat 
in consequence ol a disturbance between 
some hussars and life guards, remc mili- 
tary and peasants assembled induced by 
an erroneous belief that their majesties 
intended to leave the tountiy* but thefr 
majesties neither think of leaving the 
coiuitry, nor have they ever thought for 
a moment of withdrawing themselves 
' irom the bosom of their beloved subjects j 
that at five o’clock in the moining every 
thing was quiet in the palace* and he 
directs the piesidt^nt to make it knowh* 
in order that the public may banish from 
their minds all false reports,” &c, &c.— 
The second decree recommends tlie public 
to hold good hainiony and peace wit,h die 
French troops* who are to pass through the 
capital and Its environs* on their march to 
• Cadiz. — ^This evening* the annexed manu- 
script decree was published* which levelled 
the Crand Colossus ; such is the general 
joy and satisfaction of the public*- that I 
doubt whether a general peace would cause 
a greater ; and we all publicly congratulaCe 
each otner. The public look upon the 
French without fear, without dread* and as 
their deliverers. The privates will b^ re- 
jceived at their quarters* and the officers at 
the mansions and dwellings of the great. 
Order is recommended.— ^To-morrow about 
4CXX) will enter the city-»the foUowiu ^y 
the imperial guard— and on.Mooday Prince 
Murat. General report says* that the 
peror is detained by these occurrences* be- 
cause letters from Bayonne and Yrun say^ 
that heaf'rived thereon the 12th* and others 
coatradict it. La Manche is in a state of 
much coofufiioD^ and the people are defer- ] 


mined to prevent the departure of the roya 
fittnily* tbemtelligeneeof which had reach- 
ed that province. 

BBCRBES. 

Araojuez* March 18* 1808— As I in* 
tend to command my army and navy in 
person, I have thought proper to release * 
Don Manuel Godoy, prince of the peace* 
** from the employs of Gfeneralissimo and 
Adn^ral, andgiVe him leave to withdraw 
'' vi*hiiher he pleases. You are herewith 
infoimedof it, and will communtcate U 
to whom it concerns. — 7o Don francis 
GiUr 

Madrid Gazette, March J6* 1808.— Hit 
majesty has been pleased to transmit the fol- 
lowingdecree to his excelJeucy^Don Pedro 
Cevallos, First Secietary of State Mjr 
beloved subjects ! Your generous agiUip 
tion in these circumstances is a fresh proof 

* of the sentiments of your hearts* and I* 

' who love you as a tender father* take 
' the earliest opportunity to condole with 
' you in the distressed situation in which 
^ we are'placed. fie tranquil ^ know that 

* the army of my dear ally* the emperor of 
' the French* traverses my kingdom with 
' ideas of friendship and peace. Its object 

* 16 to march to the points which are 

* threatened with the danger of a descent 
^ by the enemy* and the junction of my 
' life-guards has no other object than to 

protect my person* and they are not in- 

* tended to accompany me on a voyage* 

* which malice endeavoured to represent aa 

* necessary. Surroonded by the unshaken 
^ loyalty of my armed subjects* of which 
' 1 have received such unquestionabls 
' proofs* what have I to fear ? and should 
^ any imperious necessity require it* could 
' 1 doubt of the assistance which tlfeir ge« 

^ iierous bosoms offered* me ? But no 

such necessity will ever be witnessed by * 
my people. — Spaniards* allay your fears s 
** conduct yourselves as you have hitherto 
'' done towards the troops of the ally of 
your good kiug. In a tew dayryoo will 
** see peace and tranquillity restored ; your 
hearts and mine enjoying the happiness 
** which God bestows on me in the bosom 
of my family and your love. Given in 

* my royal palace of Aranjuez the iGdk 
** March* 1608.— By the King* A. D» 

" Pbdro Cevallos.'* 

cuaxmbrs ok national resourqbs.^ 
SiE*«— ^In a work which has lately ap ^ 
paared* entitled Aa Enquiry into the 
tent and Stability of National Resources*” by 
the Rev. Thomas Chalmers* I see some of 
year own favooiufe specvlationa vf ry much 
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extended, and get qpon a footing diffisreni 
from any that his yet appeared. The train 
of reasoning appears to me to bo most lumi- 
nous and convincing, and calculated to esta- 
blish 9 positron which mast prove in the 
bigliest degree consolatory in the presetrt 
)rirctrmstances of the country, that the loss 
of trade so far from being a ground of al.irm 
or despondency, leaves the nation filter than 
ever for all the purposes of defence and po- 
litical independence. The great principle of 
his argument seems to be founded upon the 
tnanner in which he conceives the popula- 
tion of a country to be distributed. There 
Is first, an agricultural population employed 
in providing food. There is secondly, ano- 
ther division of the population employed in 
labouring for the other necessaries of com- 
nson life. And there is, lastly, a remaining 
division, whose only employment is to admi- 
nister to the luxuries of the wealthy, and to 
whom he gives the very significant name of 

the disposable population, In his first 

chapter, he conceives the country to be se- 
cluded from all foreign intercourse. I'he 
disposable population lies at the mercy of 
those who are the proprietors of its mainte- 
nance. They can be withdrawn from any 
one employment to any other. If their em- 
ployers chuse to dispense with their services 
in one line of industry, they can destroy 
their present employment, but then they 
can give them the same maintenance ns be- 
fore in some other n^re suited to the taste 
or circumstances of the country. The dis- 
posable population must accommodate to the 
demand of those who are vested with the 
ability of maintaining them. If this demand 
changes from one species of luxury to ano- 
ther, the disposable population must of 
course be translated from one species of ma- 
nufiicture to another. As the demand 
changes from luxury to defence, our original 
proprietors can withdraw their wealth from 
the purchase of luxuries altogether, and 
make over the price of them in the form of 
a tax to government. In this case, the dis- 
posable population must be thrown loose 
from their presentomployments, many ma- 
nufactures must be annihilated, and great ad- 
ditional extent given to everjr department of 
the government service. While other wri- 
ters are perpetually talking of the extension 
of manufactures, this author makes it out 
that from the ruin of the manufacturing in- 
terest, we can collect the means of adding 
to the power and resources of the nation.-— 
In the second chapter, Mr. Chalmers dis- 
cusses the subject of foreign trade. He 
proves that the disposable population em- 
ployed in carrying on thedifferent operations 
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of fore^ trade, are as completely under the 
cootroul of our* inland consumers as the 
manufacturers for home consumption, and 
that the manufacturers of our exported arti- 
cles deiivb all their inaiiftenance from an an- 
tecedent ability that exists in the conntry. 
This hits been most ably and satisfactorily^ 
proved by Mr. Spence, in his pamphlet en- . 
titled Britain Independent ot Commerce/* 
But the ai gnment derives new light from 
the peculiar cast of our author's speculations. 
Mr. Spence insists principally on the refnge 
winch the people discarded from foreign 
trade, svould have in the home manufactures 
of the country. Mr. C.'s mind seems to be 
more engrossed with public and national ob- 
jects, and insists chietly on the refuge which 
they might have i» the extended branches of 
the government seivice.— In his third 
chapter he takes up the ca^e of a country 
that derives part of its agricultural produce 
from abroad. He attempts to estimate the 
increase which this additional food, and ad- 
ditional population give to the resources of 
tl>e country*, and concludes that it is beyond' 
all comparison insignificant, when contrasted 
with the addition which may be afforded by 
an equal part of our own natural population. 
The whole population subsisted upon fo- 
reign grain, be<nrs a very small proportion 
Indeed to the w hole population of the coun- 
try, and though all intercourse with other 
countries were suspended, there is enough 
in the agricultural resources of Britain, to 
make up instantly for the want of importa- 
tion,— The fourth chapter treats of profit and 
capital. The iiipome of. the manufacturing 
capitalist is derived from the ability of the 
inland consumer, as well as the maintenance 
of the manufacturing labourer. Profit forms 
part of the price that is paid for the article, 
and though the manufactures of the country • 
should be destroyed in consequence of some 
new change in the system of afi'airs, the abi- 
lity still remains to uphold the labourer in 
his former comfort, and the capitalist in hia 
former splendour and distinction.— The fifth 
chapter neats of productive and unproduc- 
tive labour. He here attempts to expose 
the futility of this distinction, and to rest the 
•usefiilness of every species of labour upon 
the usefulness of its ultimate effect.s ; it is of 
no yt>nsequence whether the enjoyment 
which we derive from any species of labour • 
comes to us or not through the medium of a 
tangible and marketable commodity, it is ^ 
enough for us that it administers to our en- 
joyment. The question’ of preference re- 
solves itself intirely into a question of advan- 
tage ; and that species of labour deserves 
(O be most encouraged, which is found to 





be moit sttbservieat to tbe parppiea of use* 
fuloeaa. On thu principle^ it te quite ridicu* 
lous to oluject to^tbee^Lt^oaioii of our qiiiitarjr 
iysteiUt OQ the score of its withdrawing (he 
population of the country from productive 
to ttgproductive industry. It only with- 
draws the population from (he office of ad- 
bninistering to our luxury, to the office of ad- 
iryciistering to our security. The etijoyment 
of seciKity is balanced with the enjovment 
of luxqry ; the one glearly outweighs the 
other, arid thd question is of course decided. 
—The sixth chapter treats of taxation. In 
the principles of this chapter, he may pot be 
supported by your concurrence, or that of 
the generality of your readers. The course 
of his speculations leads him to give a de- 
cided preference, to the inconte tax, though 
the modifications which he proposes serve to 
palliate, if not to remo\e the chief inconve- 
niencies which have been alledged against it. 
—The riext chapter treats of the effects of 
taxation on the labouring classes of the com- 
munity. The author contends that the 
comforts of the peasantry cannot perma- 
nently abridged by taxation, that a virtual 
exemption from all tc>xes is the necessary 
privilege of a labourer’s condition j that any 
tax imposed upon labourers is in the long 
run infallibly made up to them by an ad- 
vance in their wages | and that it is there- 
fot'e unwise to hold out the shew of oppres- 
sion to the lower orders of the community, 
when every tax which they appear to pay to 
government, is in fact paid by their masters 
and employers. He takes occasion when 
vpon this subject io enter into considerable J 
length on the compulsory service of govern- 
ment $ and exposes in the strongest terms 
its cruelty, its impolicy, and its injustice.— 
His last chapter is employed in clearing 
away a number of difficulties and objections; 
and in his conclusion, he applies the princi- 
ples, of his performance to the question of 
peace or war ; he attempts to ascertain how 
long a country may be able to maintain a 
warlike system, and what is the limit of Its 
exertions ; and arrives at this consolaterv re- 
sult, that the country was never at so great a 
distance from the limit of its exertions as at 
this moment, and never so prepared to em- 
bark in a war unexampled in Us magnitude, 
and indefinite in its duration.— -I am, 
to.— W. 

MR. XVAK£F1£LD*S 2D. LCTTRR. 

Sir, — s-Upon the*data, which I think I 
have pretty well established in my former 
letter, I will now proceed to consider, — 
Firf/p Whether there exist at this moment 
tuiy circumstances which' as opposed to the 


betpfif^0^r being a largely importing cooa* 
try, have' a ^ndency to counterbalance tba ' 
evil, and in any degree to secure ns ftoni^ 
those dangers to which I fear we are ex<« 
posed.— I Will endeavour to trace 
out the cause or causes of our present sitna* 
lion, after which will arise the consideration/ 
whether there exists a possibility of avoiding 
those •dreadful consequences, with which 1 
think w'e are threatened.-^— Could it be 
shewn, that we export provisions to an equal 
extent with /}ur import of them, this would 
be one fact, counterbalanced by anoffier; 
and one, not only consolatory, but perfectly 
satisfactorv. The returns from the Custom^ 
house, however, prove the contrary.-— It is 
with pleasure, tiien, that I tecoUect, there 
does exist a resource of which the l^isiature 
might avail itself at a moment of dearth, fa- 
mine, or any other extreme emergency ; one 
which ] am aware, should only be resorted 
to, with the greatest reluctance and caution 5 
one that ought to remain unreduced and 
unimpaired, until the last moment, until the 
most dire and fearful necessity should call 
for its being expended or in any way dimi- 
nished.— Alarmed as I am, for the reasons I 
stated ‘ ) you in my former letter, I rejoice 
that we do possess a laige and available grain** 
ery, that there is a consumption of corn, not 
stncUy necessary to the existence of man ; 
and to which, in a season of scarcity we 
could have recourse. I advert to the corn 
consumed by the distilleries, by the brewe- 
ries, and by horses used only for pleasure. If 
ever the necessity should arise of making use 
of this resource to apply this luxuriant con- 
sumption of corn, for the necessary suste- 
nance of man, it should be recollected, that 
it will be followed by the discouragement of 
the farmer. What can be a greater discou- 
ragement than the depriving him of sueb 
markets, as the distilleries, (he breweries, 
and the naalntainence of pleasure horses,— 
This discouragement will not be felt at the 
monrent, byt the evil consequences of it will 
be permanent, the fear of bad prices, anc^ 
inadequate returns for his labour and capital, 
once excited in the mind of the farmer, will 
relax, if not destroy the spirit and life of cn- 
terprize and exertion ; it will cause him to 
lessen the sums he had been accustomed to 
spend in agricultural improvement ; he will 
manure less; he will be tempted to lay 
down bis linds in baste, and, therefore, in 
an extremely bad state.— These evils will be 
continued ones ; they are such as the l^s- 
iatnre should never create, but when driven 
by the necessity of averting the pressure of 
an evil, so great and so dreadfuU as fitraine. 
The demand which a farmer has foe.* corn. 
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by roasonof the distilleries, the breweries, for a moment think of thus discouragiirg our 

and horses kept for pleasure, fortunately agriculture for thb sake of any colonial ad** 

counteracts the ruinous effects of the impor- vantage whatever > Shall wff permit the co* 
tat on of corn. Jt has been thought, by al- lonies to say to the distiller, and the brewer* 

most every one a matter of great vvisilom. t(j &c. yon s^jaJl no longer Consume the produce 

annually purchase, or, to speak more cor- of the Kniisli soil ; but, instead thereof, you 
fecily, to lay up an income, under the name shall coysume the produce of our planta- 
of a Sinking Fund, which supports the na- tions; you shall enliven our enterprise and 
tional credit, by means of its reaction, augment our gains ; though at the expence 
against the millions which are yearly bor- of the mother country, and nt the hazard of 
rowed, and added to the national debt. If her suffering from scas-city, dearth, or even 
this is a wise measure in (inance, must not famine. This would be nothing less than 
the same policy be good iu regard to human giving a preference to present gain, over fu- 
siistenance. We import a given quantity of ture wfalth, prosperity, and safely. How- 
provisions, this is biul enough in every sense ever consolatory to the public may be the 
for the country. In the grain consumed (as knowledge of thin resou»-ce, which is a coun- 
I have alre.'dy described) in the distilleries, terbalance to the importation of corn, it is 
Ac. we have a consumption within ourselves accompanied wMi au anxious conviction of 
which we can stop, and make as much use the urgency and necessity !)£ preserving and 
' of as if corn was laid up in a graincry. This securing this resource, with the utmost jea- 
is the only countcracfion, of which I know, lousy and caution. It is a fund of subsist- 

against the iinj>(»rrnii(jn of com ; a counter- ence, of which the country will never avail 

action of lite mmu‘it importaiicv, and in as itseli, but with thft greatest circumspection 
rniicli as the pifjportioii which this internai and reluctance, and only on the utmost ne- 
supeiUuous consumption bears to our import cessity. ,Tbe possession of this fund is not 
of grain, is larger than the proportion which to be pul into comparison with any other 

the sinking fund bears towards the national public possession whatever j and the greater 

debt, so roiicli more important, and greater the danger arising from an importation of 
is the security of the country. 1 consider subsistence, the greater necessity of watching 
this as a comparison of w'hich use may be over, and augmenting this only source of 
fairly ni lile. But, Sir, I cannot leave this reaction. This argument I make use of, 
pait ot the subj ‘ct, without slating in the upon the single ground of feeding the inba- 
t^fron^est tcuns t!ie djiiger there would be to bitnnts of' the United Kingdom. But* if I 

the country, by the most trifling admission proceed, and consider this ruinous importa- 

, of any thing ieoding to the conclusion, that tion, and the possession of this resouice, as 
any but the people of England should be they alFect the wealth, the revenue, and the 
permitted to consume, much Jess to expend trade of the kingdom, , every argument is 

the contents of this national grainery j this strengthened, every circumstance is rendered 

resource so. truly the property gf the public, more impressive and conclusive.— Recolleci- 
who have made it so, by exciting the British ing the millions of British money, paid in 
farmer to create this produce by the encou- the course of the last fifty years to foreign 
rngement which this profitable market has farmers >, and feeling that tho same produce 
held out to him, in consequence of which he might have been procured at home by ex- 
can supply the public with food, at a price pending these millions in ^England 3 1 de- 
attainable by all classes of the community, precate the system which has been pursued* 
The instant the farmer shall be deprived of and I call for the consideration of the public 
the demand created by the distilleries, &c. oti this subject; not alone, upon the ground 
the corn which he has raised for ttfe of pur- of necosity, but upon that of policy also, to 
poses, will be thrown on the market ru she- guard agaittst a system which if continued* 
mao sustenance ; then the fall of price will will first impoverish, and then starve the 
depress his enterprize, and damp his exer- pountry.— In another letter I will resume 
tion. The necessary consequence will be, the subject of roy first to you.— And am, 
that his produce will shrink in proportion. Sir, ^ours, &o.-— Edward Waebfibio.-— 
will lessen as his prospects are darkened. March 24, 1808. 

This would be the case, even if tfie people 

of England themselves wanted, anfd urged by Tiorn importations. 

necewity availed themselves of this resource. SiR,~.The letter of Mr. EdwariWahe- 
bhould then any body of men, either in or field, which appeared in your last Register* 
f'ut ot the kingdom be permitted to glut and treats of a subject of suchextretneimpor- 
m in I he market of the British farmer, lor tance* that it s^ms almost to be a duly in - 

purposes of convenience or profit ? Shall we cumbent upon eveiy one, who differ^ froia 
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him in opinion, to doHrer his sentihnents. If 
the observations 1 am about to otFer are, in 
yonr judgmont, wortliy 'of notire, you will 
• perhaps tavoitr me by inseitnvj; tbrrp, worn 
you liucl it convenient to cK» so. You wdl, 
doublless, have f>rrr<**ved ihit* the whole 
force of Mr. W \ aigo-nents tiepeiids upon a 
certain account of ports and mip(»rtswirh 
which he h is i uuuiied us, and which, I will 
JIake for g»*anH^d iscoiicct. But, Sir, ns he 
pvof«^.sSos “ to argue, no^ tor ihcxaiiiiy of vic- 
*lory,V but to di^ctwer impoifnnt to 

the best interests «f our ci uniry,” I am at a 
loss to conceive u hy he sliould have taken 
into consideration our exports from, 1777 to 
1801 only, \s!uch year, 1 believe, is not in- 
cluded, whcicas in considtuing our imports, 
1)0 IS vei y particular in giving us “ llio enor- 
mou-. quantity*’ impoi ted Irom 1800 to 
Jn the former part of his letter he expressly 
mentions the years 1800 and 1801 asyeais 
of dearth, and I am surprised that this <‘ir- I 
cumstance should not have appeared to him 
a sutlicient reason forc*ipoHiug so su.all a 
quantity as 5,400 qrs. during those and the 
two following years. If his li.itA)f exports 
had ext(‘ndecl to ihepiescnt time, it is very 
probable his alarms might have abated, and 
Lsve ce«ised to produce uneasiness in others, 
which, at this time, cutainly desiiable j 
when clamours and disalrcctioiv aie attempt- 
ed 10 be raised in difllrent parts of the king- 
kom, which hisstatcmeii! has undo^ibledl) a 
lendency to incieasc. The suicst vay of 
coming to a jnf>t conclusion on this subject, 
appears to me to be tins' 5 viz. to ascertain 
the average quantity of \\ hc.it pioduccd in 
the cMuntry one year with another; which 
ni ly be done, 1 conceive thus : It is gene- 
r .I'Y allowed that there aie 50 niillioub uf 
acres of l.md in a state of cull iv' ii ion, one 
Ij.'it of which, from the general mode of 
agriculture which is adojiled, are arable. 
K'' V, S'l*, of thns half, again, I piosum it 
\vu.l Ixj readily granted me that one foniih 
pait (I might ^dy one third) is employed in 
the growth of w heat. If 1 am correct so far, 
we have, every autumn, about () millions of 
acres ot wheal to reap, and, reckoning two 
qrs. onl) on each acre, w^e gaihe:* inm rair 
barns the ** cnoriiious quantity of 1 i millioiu* 
f)f qis." Mr. Wakefield supposes, tliat the 
portion of the population in Great Britain, 
which is supported upon wheat, cannoj; ex- 
ceecl 8 millions; and, he aJd.s, i*. seldom 
more than 7. You suppose them to be 11 
millions.^ In th*^ former case, if it lx? true, 
that on an average one mdividual wdtli ano« 


ther w ho eats wheaten bread, consumes a 
qvwrter of wheat a year, we shall have 4 
millions ; in the latter one million to spare, 
1 do nor take upon me. to a«sert that I am 
exact as to the number of acies employed in 
the growl li of wheat, but I am very near tha 
mark. At any rate the number of ficres may 
be e.isily know'ii, ami pursuing the safn^ 
inode, a.s I have dune Iicre, the average 
uaiitity of w heat may be also know^n — — 
'Iv* present low price is a .sure pi oof that 
theio is a great abundance in the country. 
And I should he glad to know the quantities 
exported and imported during the last two 
years. Perhaps, Mr. W.ikefield may inform 
us — I am. Sir, &cc . — D H. 


AMEKICANT STVTES. 

SiK,- It was not my intention to fron* 
blc von or iLc public with any re pi) loth® 
rcmaiksyon were plej.ixl to make on my 
fontjcr letters, in your Register of 20lh 
Alai* h, for as' you pn tty iieaily g;ive up I ho 
point, ..s to the pieminms of in.surince, and 
the whole course uf your obscr\atioi)s re- 
‘■pci ling y\njcrica proved, that you really do 
fad towards the United Slates, all the re- 
^enlment that 1 had heard attributed to you; 
it seemed to me not vc*)' imporlant, to the 
praetit.d rc'-ult, V. bether a(>u had used the 
exact w'iird>, J wa> assured }ou did, and I 
am too lilile (d *i parti7-an, and too little ac- 
customed to politic al controversy, to be dis- 
posed to coniuiue the strife. — But the letter 
ill your Kcg>s»cr of the f)th*iiist. under tlio 
signaling 1 , contains insinuations respecting 
my motives aiiclar.u.inent^, orToo malignant 
a naluretu be suheied to renx.'n lUMUswer- 
ccl. I am idvl ilnf u would be to libel my 
Ie(din;s and uiinf ij/c-, w’cre he lu designate 
me as af^*r/s'/ Ameiican AlMchant, and 
ti. It 1 am li:e picjudia l-ndvoca'c ot Aneri-' 
n and Yu\: ce. Jfs-jrh is lo be the kmgnago 
beid l<'wards an UKl'vidual, who teels power- 
imiy coixsc'i.'a* * 'aai hi'> mt^iivcs are pure and 
uprii'ht, jt\ jn ifhis opinions are mistaken ; 
if cvciv m.:n, who doubts the wisdom or thd 
equity or '.Ih' ' k'.'iaions of the reigning mi- 
nistty, is lo I j brande^J a traitor to hU 
country, and a rct.iiuer ol the enemy ; theoj 
indeed, U the bbeily of the picssa mockery, 
then is tliAr best part of enr coiistiiiition, tW 
foice of public opiinon, a p( ifect nullity, for 
no honest man can canvas the ju-tice, or tho* 
policy of* our pol iical conduct towards fo* 
reign nations, without incurring tbe odiotn 
of being rcprcbented as a traitor. But, I xo** 
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pel your correspondent's insinuations uiji I amoojgst oiir policies one of the 30*hJan# 
disdam ! I ara, Sir, an hrgltsh Anieiican | 1607, 1 rum Virginia to London at 4 i»imieas, 
merchant^ which* unless 1 am mistaken, is which considering ihe season ot the )tar is 

more than he can say for hirostlf. I lo\e so very little above the pe'^te premium, that 

my countiy better than I los'e m> own inte it is cleai the* alaim ^^as last subsiding ; and 

test; 1 hive childien, who must stand or I think it vi ill tnin out. that the iiiMirance 


fair by my country, and it is onl) because 
I have believed her to be doing an injustKe 
to Ameiica, which 1 1 Iso believed, and still 
believe, was sought to be j i tihed on grounds 
of misrepresentation , ani, furthermore, 
because I believed our intere sts as a natron 
would sutler by that injustice, that 1 endea- 
voured to set you right on some points, 
which appeared to roe to have a bpaiing on 
the subject These were my oi )y motives, 
and I own that 1 feel somewhat indignant at 
the foul and base insinuations, which your 
correspondent 1. has thrown out itspectiiig 
me — My object was truth, and as I am con- 
vinced b) I \ lettei, that I have been mis- 
taken in saj ing that the premiums though 
the ^eai IbO/, up to iljt* news of the af- 
fair ol the CheiV,)take, u**ie at peace 
rates,** it ib my duty bus pi blicU to ad- 
mit my mist ike, but, at the same time, it 
js fail I shouM be allowed to explain how I 
fell into It After all, it i«»litile moie than 
the mistake of a mouth, and does not affect 
the aigunicnt , and youi < oiicspondciu 
should be not to till hiinsi If into 

mistakes, whilst he arcuses me of them 
Yet, he says, (p 500) that we litaid of the 
Berlin Decree about tl^e laiui tnl of Ja- 
nuaiy, J6O7, when 1 have beti te me a Lcn- 
don newspaper of December 0, IbOO givu ; 
the dccieeatfulJ leigth This geiitlemau 
has thus iijade no small mistake m point of 
lime a»so; but, 1 have no doubt be 
meant to quote torrtctl) frc^in his memo- 
ry. I accuse him not of mientional ro "lepre- 
sentation, and I oid> ask the same i ivilrty 
for myself — The fact is, (as I have now as- 
ccrt.aincd) the virtual 8U4pension ot ihatde 
cree as to (he Americans, (1 mean Decrcs's 
Letter) was known heie in the laltgf end of 
January, I8O7. Speaking from memory, I 
bad supposed, 'wben J wiote^ou my nrst 
letter, that this was known heie the end of 
December, 180()j and recollecting, that in 
a few days afterwaids, piemiums did fall to 
tiieir usual rates, f fnadvertentlv tised the 
words '' through the year I807/* instead of 
from the new's of I)ecrf*s*s letter to that 
of the affair of the Chesapeake ” ’-The pre- 
miums your correspondent I. quotes, arc as- 
suredly higher than peace premiums, though 
not greatly so, when allowance is n>adetor the ] 
season of the year, and the various quality of ^ 
ahips, which constantly atfect the premium. 
In confirmation of this opinion,. I find 


effected byj. in Febriiii), was verv tojly in 
that nionlh. His lemirk, that piemnmis 
kept lip in Amcriia till Apiil, is, 1 doubt, 
not true, but is only tlie obvious conse- 
quence of the Jeni^th of time requiicd to 
convey inltllgnce aciosj the Atlantic. 
Your correspmu'ent has recapitulated his ar- 
guments,, sulki nu briefly to recapitulate 

my facts 1 1 e BtMlrn Decree was known 

heie in Dtjcmb'"! ISOO It was known 
hire inJnin i\ 1^07, that the Amei can 
Ministei at Fan«, has piolestcd against the 
deciee, as afleiting Amcnc commerce, 
had been assured it should not be molested. 
Premiums of insunnie, which unquestion- 
ably lose heie gieatly m this interval fell 
vei) shoilly aftei Dewis’s lettei was heard 
of, to peKe rates, and so continued till Ju- 
ly, when tluDaffiirof the Chesapeake wa*^ 

known Ihe insidious qncitions put tcv 

Ruonap'irti' by the French pii/c couit, and 
his answus to which oveitnintdDecits sas 
siiiancis, were not put till September, weie 
Cwi taint} not known heie till October, if 
iven bet ore November ; but 1 cannot speak 
w th rtbsolute certainty to this point, the 
mattr a thing is, tl dt out Oiders in Council 
will is‘*ned, btfoit* It was possible to know 
vht*^h( 1 Atmrica would piotest against the 
tnfort ^inentot the Beilin Decree or not I 
thii k this IS a fan summary of facts, and if 
It be idmiited to be so, I think I have proved 
niy foinier assertions to be essentially true — 
Had we not issued these Ordeis in Council, 
I think America had now been at war with 
Frai ce If, therefore, to wish we had not 
issued them, be an offence to my bekwed 
country 1 am indeed, “ the most offending 
roan alive ” — On the extiacts of letters from 
the continent produced by vour correspon- 
dent 1 , 1 w ill only remark, that they all 
speak in genwral tetms, without nanung 
place, Ol hip$ end, further, that 1 hav^ 
never been able to learn dtstinctly, that any 
ship had actually been condemned in France, 
Spain, or Holland, previous to our Ordeis in 
CoungK I stated a ship by name, that liad 
been distir.nly released after capture and 
trial, which is lather more to the point ; and 
I seriously do not think there is any authen- 
tic advice m Lend n, of -an actual condem 
nation Up to the period I have mentioned — • 
J have now done with your correspondent, 
and will take the liberty to say one word to 
you in reply to your question, m page 491^ 
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** Do you Udvhe ministers to give up tp Mr. 

Jefferson, the right of search for seamen?*^ 
I do not j but to abandon a right, and to 
exercise it without wrong, are two different 
mntters. If th*e Americans insist on the 
ln>qunUfied abandonment, I fully agree, that 
W'e are bound to refuse it ; bat>il have un- 
derstood distinctly, that all they desire, is to 
• have this search so exercised, as to avoid the 
niafty acts of oppression, which (hey say are 
' committed under iss colour. If I state this 
incorrectly, it is not from a desire to mis- 
lead ; but, because 1 think it to be the truth. 
— — lara^Sir, your humble servant, — An 
Amehican Merchant.— Broad-street, 
April 


AMERICAN STATES. 

Sir, 1 have read with a considerable 

degree of attention, all the articles that have 
appeared in your Register on the subject of 
America, during the last six months. Had 
your exertions in the danse, and for the ho- 
nour of your native country, been confined 
to this one point, you would e\^eh then have 
been intitled to the thanks of every honest 
and dispassionate man ; but^ 21s your merito- 
rieus labours on this subject, form but a very 
small part of your works, this nation, in my 
opinion, owes yon a debt of gratitude very 
rarely, due to the conduct of an individual. 
In describing the frauds of American debt- 
ors, and the ob\ lous bias which such men as 
the Barings have to sacrifice national honour 
to private interest, you have made out a very 
strong case in support of your arguments 
against commerce, though perhaps yon carry 
your doctrines a little too far. I think com- 
merce has become a curse to this country, 
from having been cariied to too great an ex- 
tent, to the prejudice of the more important 
interests of society ; but such is the force of 
earlylmpressions, and perhaps, you will say, 
prejudices, that though totally unconnected 
with trade myself, I cannot go quite as far as 
yon do in reprobating it ^ but, at the same 
time, confess that every year's experience di- 
minishes my estimation of its importance. 
We live in extraordinary times, Mr. Cob- 
bett, so I am not much surprised to £nd the 
^ pbiJanthropic Mr. Roscoe, indirectly advoca^ 

* ting the cause of France 5 or, rather of Buo- 
napartd \ and Mr. Alexander Baring Anore 
ouenly acting as the advocate of America. 
This man has the elFrontery to defend and 
plead Forihe Americans, telling us too, that 
they are naturally ‘inclined to the side of 
France, as long as she is inferior to us at sea. 
Has commerce so far stnpified the under- 
standing, or corrupted the prineipies of this 
politico-merCanfile gentleman, tb«Fhe brings 


fbrward the friendly dispbsition of Amei'ici 
towards France, as a reason that we should 
concede and truckle to his TransatlantiO 
friends ? He shews the cloven foot mor# 
plainly than A. B. of the Morning Chroni-^ 
cle. He is not a man to be listened tq oft 
this subject, on which self interest must na<* 
turally incline him to deprecate a war with 
** the virtuous young republic,” to the go* 
vernmentof which he' has, perhaps, lent his 
money. Few amongst us — who are Britons 
at heart as well as birth, who have not 
placed our money in the American fands> 
who have resolved to stand by our country to 
the last, who never basely console ourselvei 
with the idea that should the worst happen, 
we can then, deserting our native land, fly 
to America wliere we had previously in- 
sured our welcome j— few of us I say, shall 
feel any regret "should Mr. Alexander Ba* 
ring, or even should the late Lord High 
Chancellor Baron Erskine, of Clackmannan, 
know from sad experience the perfidy of 
American debtors. 1 think it would be aU 
tended with good effect, Mr. Cobbett, if you 
were to consolidate what has lately appeared 
in your Weekly Register on the subject of 
America, into a small pamphlet. You have 
displayed much acute reasoning, and ad- 
vanced many stubborn facts, which might 
by this means be more generally diffused 
throughout tiie 1 ingdom than they perhaps 
are at present, as many people, from the al- 
most universal interest taken in the subject, 
would read the pamphlet \lbo have not had 
an opportunity of seeing the numbers of tho 
Register, in which the conduct of America 
has been so ably discussed. By inserting 
this in some future Number you will oblige, 
—-Yours, &c. — ^Algernon. — March 21, 
ISOS. 

AMERICAN PETITIONS. 

*Sia,-— When Mr. Baring and his peti-* 
tioning junto, exclaimed so loudly against 
lire intrikion of clerks into the meeting of 
American merchants, I guessed (well know- 
ing the character of t^e faction) that we 
should find, on inquiry, that a large number 
of their supporters at the meeting were o 
that description ; but, 1 did not suppose they 
would have pushed impudence and inconsis* 
tency so far, as to have permitted those very 
clerks to have signed the petition preaenfed, 
as the petition of merchants. Yet, Sir, oft# 
of tlie first names affixed to the patriotic pe« 
tition from London (patriotic, indeed, if, rjg 
reported, it is signed chiefly by Americans) 
is that of one Palmer, who though a peti- 
tioner, and of course incapable by law qf 
giving evidence in his own cause, waa one of 
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prlpcipnl witnesses called by Council- 
lor Brouj’iu»m’* to bear testimony beftne liic 
Hou«e of Commons, of the fatal eifecis of 
the Orders in Council. — On the cross e\a- 
iTiiualion, by the Home, of this impottant 
person, he was obliged to confess that he 
was*'^ the agent, or, if yon please, the clerk 
of Guest and Co that he had signed the 
requisition for the meeting at the London 
Tavern, iirtlio name of liis employers, with- 
out their knowledge ; but, tJiat he had very 
cautiously subscribed the petition with his 
own. When a membi r of the house (Mr. 
Croker) naturally enough, one should think, 
wislit'd to inquire by what right, or in what 
ebarnefer, this cleik had put himself so tor- 
ward before the house and the country as a 
merchant, the whole party took alarm j Mr. 
Citizen Baring, my Lord 1 emple, and even 
Mr. Bragge B ilhurst (Mr. Vansittart sat just 
behind him) thought such an inquiry unne- 
cessary and even injuiions: ** l\ilnier,** they 
alledgcd, '' had signed the petition, and that 
should content the liouse.'’ Mr.Ciokcrand 
Mr. Pole Carew, thought that in forming 
an estimafe of the weight and respectability 
of a petition, the weight and respectability of 
the petitioners were no bad ingredients, and 
that in considciing whit regard was due to 
€\idcnce, it was not qu’te superfluous to be 
»ati*.fied of the \enicity, experience, and 
character of the w'itiicss.” I'hen came Sir 
John New'port, referring to the petition, and 
disetwering that it was cr.titltd the petition 
of merchants, nianiifarlnrers, and olhnf, 
and that though it might appear ihatthi> 
clerk was neither inei chant or manufactu- 
rer, it could not be 'k*nied that he wms one 
of the oi/u'Tf ! ! ! Oh rare Sir John ! So 
anxious, however, W'ere the party to uphold 
Mr. Palmer, that undeterred by Sir John’s 
defence, tliey divided ^he house, and on the 
house deciding that the inquiry shouhl pro- 
ceed, they were put to the open sh ime qf 
having one of their chief reqo’.sltors, peti- 
tioners ami witnesses, proved io be no more 
tluin a clerk, who sometimes sigded one 
name, sometimes another, and whoj»\3 con- 
nexion with America ewas neither more or 
less than that the house at whose desks he 
wrote were concerned in the American trade, 
and that he himself had some little mat- 
ters of money due to him from persons of 
that country ! ! !’*— Now, Sir, one liitle 
word as to the Manchester Petition*; 1 ob- 
serve that out of the 25 or 30 signatures, 
there are ^ in the name of Phillips j I ob- 
serve also, that one of the witnesses is called 
Phillipsj I should be glad to know, whether 
there are 7 separate firms of the name of 
Phillips in Manchester; or, whether one 


Arm, instead of signing Phillipti and Sons (or 
whatever its title may be) has split itself into 
7 signatuies, judiciously intermixed with the 
other names: thi.s is a piece of candour 
w hich one might w^cll expect from the fel- 
low labourer of Palmer, alias Gocsl and Co. 
Merchant, alias Agent, alias Clerk, alias 
something or atkor — Before I conclude, al- 
low me to furnish you with an epitome of 
the evidence already collected at the bar of 
the house, which 1 trust )vill have the same 
effect in the country that it hc»d there.- - - ■ 
Q. What has occasionid the interruption of 
our trade with America ? — A. The Orders in 
Council.— Do you not attribute this in- 
torruptiou partly to the non-impoitation act, 
to the non latificatioii of the treaty, and to 
the Anieiican embargo? — A. I attribute it 
to (lieOidcrh in Council . — Q Does the dif- 
ijcully of imposing into America ari.se from 
their non importation act, which prohibits 
that ti.'ule, or fiom our Orders in Council 

which pci mil it ? A. From the Orders in 

Council.— — Q. Is tfic non exportation of 
American produce from their own ports, at- 
tributable to*Vhcir embargo which prevents 
the sailing of ships, or to our Orders in 
Council that permit it ? — A. To the Oiders 
in Council — Q. How do you account for 
the non payment of American hills, which 
(if intended to be paid) should have been 
provided for 2 or 3 months before the Or- 
ders in Council were made ? A. By the 

Orders in Council. Absurd, Mr. Cob- 

bett, as this appeart, 1 ventme to assure yon, 
it is no caricature; when the evidence 
comes to be published, you will find, that 
howocT’ dilated, glossed, Or perplexed, it 
m-'y be, it will in essentials, tally exactly 
with the foregoing abridgment. - 1 shall ex- 
pect, by and bye, to bear it asserted, and 
proved by merchants, manufacturers and 
others, that the appearance of the Comet, 
the bailie of Friedland, Lord Lauderdale’s 
Parisian din ess, the capitulation of Rosetta; 
and the discontents in Ireland, are nil 
chargeable on the infamous, impolitic, and 
ruinous Orders in Council.— I am. Sir, Ac. 
— — M. M.— A/arc A 21, 1808. 

THE RUINED AMFRICAN MERCHANT. 

TSiii, — -I deem it to be incumbent upon 
me to address you again, much sooner than 
it was my intention when I sent you ray let- 
ter of the 29 ih of February, and which you 
have inserted in page 411 of the present vo« 
lumc of your Register, io consequeno? an 
act of parliament having recently, and since 
my former letter toyou been passed, respect- 
ing one of the many g: ievoiM complaints 1 
have been compelled tp make respecting the 
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'^a’ancc of money rcmiinmj; in the hands oj 
the cashiei of the hank, to the credit ot th 
Commits oi cr^* on Amei tan CLim*! It i 
nc( Cisary ihit I do *• ; t >r two rc»'*»ons - — 
PVst, }] « inso It 1 not g^uernlly km *n u 
my biothci 1 1 1 m n.t*) tii rsich an .icc 
passed, i>i hit ii as in the comeinpldtioi 
of govt 1 i if 1 t <t ftng h to pas>«tu-h, or tin 
U was I lu iuk 1 1 <) cti ploy the b .1 ince toi tiu 

* beoL^hi ot the claima it*', juth in truth, INIi 

• Cobnttl, It wia a ^nhjt.r all( actJiti i ot iC’ 
flccied opon, until the appca'ance ot >oiii 
lligiski ot the of Ithiun}, <vtn bj 
go'LininLiii Bui, vvh) so luucn j ( y ii 
racing th h 11 tl lo i\h tin. House ot Com 
nions ^ It '*l)Hotnit W nceessai v to do gt Oc 
by stealth Win i oi have^ publ dy <oaimU' 
nuated to those iiiilortumte nu.n, wh j '»)t 
the ^ubjcvi < t tU ct of pirli^ine'nt, the in- 
tention ot t^fAernni* nt, md Inve bol Ih heard 
then (>i lui 11 uptMi, and objections, if such 
they h id, to die uouhngot^ proposed act 
The I ill w IS rued through the house with- 
out coinmi iit b< yond ifw lyc and no of the 
Speikei , no nolict w halever^ taken of its 
provision* by n ^ v jichful tyinulians of our 
JibertiLS ai o prepsr y, ind w is suficred to 
pass into in ict sub s ’ itio 1 1 sc In as 
the knoWic ot ihe iitrchints inkKstcd 
in the subj cl nn^ t '*{ jul, it Wfiulc! k. nn 
a id kt Cl without > )ui itneuion of ll e 

— Lee cilic* itsvcn is, because lev 
com pi uni ol c s u 1 ua ^ niadi of us and o n 
inteiosi bygtycinin j , in not origin ll> lu- 
th'ikiig the m< i } P ^ Unded 

States t ) DC p] if .. 1 *( It lete rest, i»id pro- 

\kli ig M ) Of ni\t I J 1 on bcikutinfoii- 
b(*p=*nceil tilt sic if'cc n Me of us in (oii- 
< cMin ^ oiir 1 1 i n s upon Anai it i, imci ikiiq 
to 1 lCK), 0 (iO ff I O') ) Ot 1 1 mi illy 
do le i\v ly, i id it a pi | i tii ii I cknow- 
Jed e ll * ift oi fjfvt luunt in this uspect 
Jiiviig in n } in in* i “cr ut i tdtoftje 
n)on^> H in II 4 ill till ban! untinplojed, 
ahdt\piLs ) ‘'I lied the prnpi (t\ it park i- 
nunt I he ii>< iloul t inUi^.-st, an I of whith 
there should not hive been Mio dc ibt of a 
mon e it J^aigt ly inteicsud is 1 am, even 
I should have rem imeJ cqu il!) ignur int with 
111) bi other claimants of the ti< t of the act 
of pnliamcnt having passed, had not the act 
been statcnl to be in the daily papeis, an a^t 
foi the ichcf of the American loyaliats ^ this 
diicctcd my attention to ascertain why go- 
vernment should still yen aftei year keep m 
pay, and cxtiiyd its piotecting power to that 
body of« men, many ot whom have been 
more than amply leuuin^ rated for Josses, 
while others of them sought indemnity for 
imaginary losses ; and again otbeis paid for 
(ke loss of pioperty and professions^ who J 


r w hen the war wath A mei ira broke out, wew 
infants mewling aiuk puking in the nurss^l 
ji mj> , paid out of the daily'' labtuir of Bi itisfe 
Tinlnsirv, and noting ihwr a n^u<.l pensions 
I piul by the Butish government to them afi 
Biitibh s'llipcts at thisdi) inllxii dear nai 
live land America, and l^ugb ng at thegvilH* 
bihtv id John Bull, lb it thire peiaons might 
possibly be intended Co be a 'am and again 
lemunerated, while we, the mei chants faith* 
ful .0 oui native soil Biitam, were starving 
on b pt s whchwe had ii diilgcd foi 3J 
yens, and to UHin which, the age of an an- 
ted( Invidu would not be sulilcient to lesure ; 
natiitall i vak.ned me to ibe ledect or up- 
on oui severe and unp’ctL lenfed lo* What* 
e\ci leads toour iiileusr ud bentfit* oi, on 
the coutiaiy, whatever maybe enacted wen 
to OUI puji !ice, aUd to add to oim piotncted 
d i)s of iniseiy, should be oix^nly and bold!/ 
communK ated lo us, and, tbciefnc, as th© 
sciiet publicity, if I may be allowed the ex- 
pression wiih wh’th ibis .act is uslieied into 
the punting press of 2yle ^is Fyieand Stia- 
I bill, pr(( lades the know luige of this addi- 
tii a to our laws imong my brothf^r claMiants. 

1 id( i)t tins mode of (onnnninCtat*ng the fact 
foi their rtifoi n tun 'Jhj act, Mr. Cob^ 
Ik It, w IS pissed on the 21st of March, and 
1 it dt wines (>n suppi rt ot mj d'.sertion of the 
at Mil uii g yeai stint rniy yti^be expend- 
I ci) ill t a C0ii*»iknbe time may vet 
tji] ni h^foiealltlk (iiims of pCi sons entitled 
toieccvi iijV roini eiiShioaa>ut of tl e said 
sum of i (/\),(hyO afe aJjucJgcd, ant/ it^may 
I (t M / 1 i/t? Mh it s {( *1 p It ot the bal ince of 
tbti s, 1 1 Mim of 'Kill' rem lining in the 
I h 11 Js ol iIk ri'^lnei of the said poveiooi and 
( napiny undistiibuted, to tm uiul com* 
ni^swtuis shall sum fit, should in tlie mean 
time bcvisted in bxcheque r Bills ** Afw 
whidi it enacts, that U shall he hw'ful lor 
the comm snoncij to wilhdraw such part of 
the h ilam e c f ibe 000,000 as to them shall 
siem fit, '>hd invest the same in Fxrbequer 
J> 11s Vague and unsatisfactory as is the act 
winch dnpirativtly compels nothing, still 
the delcigation ot a power to make interest of 
the inonev is a shacic bqtter than was its for- 
mer situation locked up in the bank, but it 
may still lernam theic if it is not deemed ev* 
ptdient to withdraw it from iis stroag hold, 
and unlesb the commissionets shall hold it to 
b** fit to add interest to piincipal I approve 
nor, Mi.^Cobbcit, of nulk and water laws si- 
milar to this 5 if It IS deemed a gcyid to adopt 
that which the act certainJy enables men to 
do in tlie e\eicibe of their discietion, or un- 
der the influence of capi ice compel them to 
do it, leave it not to indefinite authority If 
It IS fit and eitpedieqt to give the power ta 



619] POLITICAL REGISTER (696 


withdraw this (tioney from the bank, why 
not make it incumbent upon the holders of 
thi9 money to appropriate it to useful pur- 
poses in the way of gain, for the benefit of 
the much injured and insulted claimants, 
and let not the possibility remain of this mo- 
neyecontinuing for the next seven years, as 
it has several years hitlieitoup to the time 
of passing the act, wholly unemployed (at 
least not employed for the benefit of the ne- 
glected sufferers) dt an annual loss of 
yS^30,000. As government have at length 
thought proper to declare that interest may 
be made of this money in future, and have 
by the act now passed, decided upon the im- 
propriety of the conduct of those men who 
composed the administration at the time the 
original act was passed individually, the 
same men who now hold the roins of go- 
vernment, and who neglected to make inte- 
rest of the money heretofore, it would have 
l>een well if they bad not deemed it proper 
to confess their negligence or wilful mi'icon- 
duct, at least (o have struck out some means 
indemnification for the lous sustained by 
us upon the 1 600, 00(), during the years it 
has been siiffcied to remain an incumbrance 
in the hands of the cashier of the bank. 
.£30,000 a year, will in ^ years amount to 
^210,000, a sum more than equal to one- 
third of the amount of the price of the 
composition money, the price of our sacri- 
fice by that very able and experienced nego- 
ciator Lord Hawkobbury, who with tint 
happy libf rality /or wlVicli lip justly ranks 
eminently high, stipulated oiil) for 
to di'-charge «£’5,0CX),000, when Mr. liiilu>i 
King was cmpowcieJ y America, to aerce 
to tlie payment of s£l/200,000, ihishigh tiait 
in the character of that nobleman, ceiUmly 
entitles him to the tlianks of the virtuous re- 
publican, and, from the lime of the accept- 
ance of the compodtion, insolvent American 
debtors, and the gracious smiles of King Cong, 
as you stile the dear ally of France. Jt is to 
be recollected too, that this cojx.ession was 
made by men who severely letort ifcon tho 
proposed concessions of the Fox ainiinistra- 
tion to Ameiica, a concession far exceeding, 
I mean in principle (for u bat i« the conces- 
sion of s6’5,000,(X)0 to the mind of men ac- 
customed to tiie amount of the national debt, 
one hundred limes that sum), any epnees- 
sions granted or about to be granted by 
the late administration, of which Mr. Pox 
formed a part. However, whichsoever par- 
ty actually made the greatest concessions is 
not material to us, now, our rights having 
fiomehow or other been frittered away by 
one party or the other, and by which, is of 
no Qons^uence to the person who now ad- 


dresses you, who bis an equal opinion of all 
party men, and who never did belong, and 
never will, to any party, believing that the 
instant a man sets his foot in office his senti- 
ments changft, and bis principle, if he ever 
bad any, becomes subservient to his inte- 
rest. Yet,^I must except out of my general 
reason two men, the late Mr. Fox and Mr. 
Pitt, the former, if ever there was a man 
who had the welfare of his country at heart, 
even to the sacrifice of eyery personal consi- 
deration, was ju<itly entitled to the distinc- 
tion ; and Mr. Pitt also, for his determined 
per-jeverance in the measures which he 
deemed beneficial to his country.— -A ruin** 
LD OLD American McnensNr . — Jpul 7, 
1808. 

VAILS. 

Sir, Asa constant reader of your Re- 

gister, I have obseived with much satis^c- 
lion, that however our opinions on some 
few political occasion? may have differed, I 
have alvv.ij^s seen reason to applaud your 
manly ascci/pnsof the principles of truth, 
how ever unpalatable to some classes ; and 
above all, you are intitled to the esteem of 
every honest man, for your endeavours to 
c heck those moral evils which Iiave of late 
inci\Ms(*d to an ahn ming height. This too 
you h.ive done without any methodistical 
cant, which some jk*! suns neither wiser nor 
better than their neighbours, think it for 
their advantage to adopt. Without further 
pictace then, and in the full confidence, if 
my sentiments appear just, that they will 
meet a portion of your attention ; I will 
pioceed to point out the appioaching return 
of .in intolerable evil, in vai ions ways, which 
oiir forefathers saw cause to exert themselve.s 
in aboJiJshing. I allude to ihe nuisance of 
vails, or rather extortions, the meaning of 
which appears to me to be Comprised in the 
folly of tho master and the exactions of the 
domestic; and which in these times have 
taken a fresh current, by tlie infamous con^ 
nivance of persons in trade. Some circum- 
stances which have come before my ejes, 
appear to me of a nature so contaminating to 
these classes of people, that I should (though 
but an humble one) acquit myself very ill 
ns an individual, if I did not endeavour to 
apply |be remedy, by an exposure of the dis- 
easc.^Formerly, when the odious custom 
of vails existed, wages were not above one- 
seventh of the sums now generally paid. 
But to those low wages an inhospitafife right 
was annexed, of exacting presents froni 
those who partook of the cheer of the mas** 
ler*8 board. This practice after q time came 
to such a pitchy tl)9t a dinner at a gentlaman^a 
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hou^ecoMi^ rmicli or more tlian a tavern 
bill ; for one fellow bi ought a glove^ another 
a bat^ a thiid a stick, a tbunb a great coat, 
and a fifth, it nothing eKe wete left, would 
not hesitate to snitch ibo haadlserchief, if it 
invitingly slx^wecl a corner, from the unwit- 
ting straiigefs pocket, purely for the disinte- 
rested satisfcution of ictarning if. This 
^practice having become quite intolerable, 
some spirited gcnilomtn in spite ot mceii- 
• diary threads. Mid l^oucl thirsty anonymous 
letters, did c*ll meetings in their counties, ' 
and by geneial I'oiHent abolidjcd the evil; 
and by way ol reinuneiatioii raised their 
servant’s wages, to tbcir present liigh rate, 
which with the addition of boaid and h)dg- ' 
ing is nioie than equal to the pay of a subal- 
tern officer in his A1 ijestv’s forces — who‘'e | 
life or limb r.M\ he e\c*iv dav leqnired in < 
the service of ins countiy. 'Jhis evil which 
appears to tho ,*iastci to he abolislied, is to 
my certa'n Knowledge ag^’ii creeping in to 
some ot the gicat liousejot the nobility nn- j 
known to tlieir hospitable owners. Few I 
fruuids (how'ever esieeniec) clKjpsiiig to in- ( 
cur the I i^k of U .ng thought nuibiling or « 
officious III the domestic aflaus of another; 
and this fact lieiiig too cer am to my own , 
knowledge, I think it my duty to give it pub- | 

licit}', Not content, howevci, with such 

means of filling their pockets, they arc as 
with one accoid, ciideavouiing to create a 
still more odious s|)Ocios of exaction, as in 
fact, it invijlves a bienih both of trust a4id 
funiesty, and the dilfi* "liy of discovery ein- 
b /Mens tlu ni so far, tbai it is the theme of 
discoiiise at lla u clubs, tiicir hops, and their 
occasional <>i git ■. 'after their unsusi>ecting 
niasteis have ictired to rest, or are absent 
from home. — ^Vhe^ the period for the ad- 
jiisimenls of the annual family accounts ar- 
rivt's, in too many msiances, the upper ser- 
vants make their demands for a per ccniage 
thereon ; and, disgusting it may seem, 
there arc many tiadesmen villainous enough 
to hold out haUs ior custom oya competi- 
tion, ill the extravagant amount^ of their 
bribes. Nay, Sir, the fact is scarcely at- 
tempted to be conce.ded, of which an in- 
stance ocairred in iny own family an upper 
servant having given ine^rarning forsooth, 
because I presumed to pay my own bills^; 
stating, or rather mis-stating to me, that by 
his becoming the medium of payment, £ 
should suffer no loss, and he would obtain a 
considerable advantage ; an assertion so self- 
evidenviy absurd, that no one but a mere 
drivelling ideot could for one moment give 
cuedit to it. Fur, can common sense suffer 
ope jto believe that an honest tradesman *€30 
adbrd to sell goods to the master at a fiir 
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pdee, where the butler or botisekeeptr is to 
’ partake of bis profits, without shat ing bis la* 
hours, or experiencing his risk*) at*d possible 
losses. — This may be exemplified in the dis- 
courses of an eminent coal ineicl'nnt and 
, horse dealer, tne former assuring me he had 
lost several customers, from resisting fjie 
shameful exaction of servarrt.<i ; who w'het^ 
tliey weie not acceded to, burnt and des loy- 
ed the best coals below, and sent nothing 
but Itie lefuse to the parlour and the dining 
room. — ^The latter asserted that the high de- 
mands for horses, arose chiefly fiom the fees 
icquired by servants, wlib without a share of 
the booty would abuse tli' ir .lor'^es, and get 
their ciutuiiier*' away by various pretences j 
and he furthei a'^siired me, Mi.jt he h d lost 
the disposal of a pair of carriage horses the 
day before, by refusing to add on to the- 
amount demanded, the trifling sum of one 
fifth to be transferred by Ids moans fiom the 
pocket of the master to that of the coach- 
man — Again, it is nut uncommon where a 
liberal hospitality exists, for the head servant 
to keep a sort of open table for any rascally 
acquainianee who may have forfeited his 
place or his chaiacti r, or by the economy of 
the master have bc'on placed upon board 
wages For my part, I call such acts far 
worse than picking pockets ^ as it is bJack- 
, ened by breaches of trust and honesty 5 for,* 
it 18 ot little consequence which we arc pil- 
fered of, money or mone}*s worth.— It more 
instances were wanting to prove the necessi- 
ty of crushing these*' cum innl and growing 
evils; many might be adduced, but that 
enough 1 think has been said to create dis- 
gust at the conduct of the pampered menial j 
and to excite a deteiminatiou in the higher 
classes, to resist and repress such mal-prac- 
ticcs; as a duty even to their .servaniu, who 
from luxury and progresvsiie acts of roguery 
and rapine, too fkC‘(]VH'nll> terminate exist- 
ence by a criminal and disgraceful death on 
the gallows, or through the lenity of their 
piostxiuors have their sentences mitigattd, 
by bcingfoanished fiom their country as fe- 
lons and malefactors. 1 cannot, however, 
quit this subject w ithout a' taebing blame, 
and a very great share of n, totheabsuid 
fashions ot the day. Fqi now a woman whp 
condescends to renulnte the household affairs 
of her husband's family, becomes absolutely 
a butt for satire and ridicule, to the ill-judg- 
ing, but* more numerous part of her sex, 
whuh it has been but too truly .said is the 
severest te-»t of truth. Nor are the masters 
of families to be spared from severe animad- 
version for taking, as is too constantly done^ 
servants of indiflerent clkiractcrs, and ia 
some instances without any cbaractei| wbat- 
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ever, an evil lo great in its conseqnenctjs, 
that It o 'ght lo be made actiomble it com 
mon liw, ind punished is &c*\(uly is a ser* 
vant i^ould be tor obt inn >g n f ilse rh iraotei . 
•►—To you. Sir, whose time is now so nset il- 
ly dedicated to the sMvne of the publu , 
some njolop} ni ^ht srem dklssti^, wcie 
not the subj< 1 1 r t iny 1 tter on^^ of ‘o niucli 
impoitance to the pnMic lor 1 tiust^oa 
will agree with me, tint devising the me ins 
of repressing Cl lints is a dnt\ we all ove in 
our stvcidi sidtioiis 1 b 

(^IIJUAL PA Plus 
Amfric^n S'vtfs — Pr tint hff ^orCs 
Mlssuu** to tKt Loh^i LSii, (lalicl bihiary 
3 , 1S08. 

HiMi g icccivtd in ( fill I d comm m ci- 
tron of ceM 11 1 oidcis or tl ( bji ish ovLin- 
ment against npiiiime i ^hts oi iic Ui iN, 
beinngtliu thclith of \ \cmtu IS07, 
I tM 1 nit th in to C' tc «, tS 1 fmthti 
piO( f of iliL iiitfCoSiin dui^Msiorui ne- 
gation mdcommcf c whuli ltd lo Ic | ro- 
VJtknt let of ih'piisent session, 1 nog at 
•mb irg,o on o ir ow n i esstla 

Russn — Dtc/ )ahon ananst Swed 71 , Fuh 
10 , lSt:i 

Jcstlv 1 1 1 gm U at tie^ violence which 
T ngl n 1 h is di pi 1} i cl low nds the Km ^ < I 
Deiuiurk, tht imperor of lUissii, f itmul 
lo his ch 11 1( ter t 1 to his system ot lu tc s- 
ing circ for the n b tests c^f his 1 n piu , no- 
tified to the Kii\g of Gicat Lir m, il < I 0 
could not leim q instnsible ot sin iju id 
unexampled an aggicssim on a Si erc^ n 
connected with him by the lies of blocd iiul 
friendship, and who w^s tl • ni >st 1 1< it nt 
Ally of Russia — His Imp ml Mijcstyiii* 
formed the King of Sweth i of tins dtttr- 
miiiation by a note, *ditcd the 24 h of Stp 
teinbei Jiat, piesented to the S' dish Am- 
I^assadoi — An arlu le of ih™ licaty conth drcl 
in 178J, between the Ln less Cithinne 
and Gnstavus 111 an I in )tht m the tr ity 
of IfOQ betwten the litc Lipcfoi Paul 
and th' present Kng ol Swt Icii, contain 
the re^ipincil and :>iipul ited agictment to 
xna ntain tlic piincipie, tint the Rdtic is a 
close Sea, with tie gnirintte of its coasts 
against all acts of hostility, iioU nee or vena- 
tions whatever , and fill tlicr, totmjdo} lor 
this purpose all the it tans in the jiowerof 
the lespcctive contjacting jniiiis His lin- 
penal Majesty, rcfe'img to tlKse ticaties^ 
considered himself not roc civ aulbonsed, 
but bound, to call upon the King of Sweden 
fur his co-opcraM(>n agim'*f England — Hi^ 
Swedish Majesty did not disavow the ohliga- 
ffion imposed uj||K)n him by the lreat<eb lefer- 


red to, but refused all co- 6 peratlon until 
the French troops should be removed from 
the coists, and the pbi ts of Germany opened 
to English ships But the question beie was 
the thtrkhi^ of those aggressions whuh 
} 11*1 uid hid coraminccd, and by which all 
Euiopc w IS distniKd The emperor de- 
mand I fiom th ivin> ot Sweden a co ope- 
niion fonndtd < n triatus , but his Swtdi^h 
AJ ij St) aiiswcicd l)v piopo'jii g to oel y^the 
cxfrcniion of th nv ty to moihei ptiiud, 
in 1 OT tioiih' 11^ hi nsclf with theciio rf 
opinngilK DiithpJits, foi ^ i^lnul In 
a woid, w til iciilti hiiii'-ill 01 service 
to th It hn<^l III, I ii 1 st w li ( 1 mcasiiies of 
(1 tl lu t cn jht to h m b < n r i\ \ It v < id i 
be dijhciilt to iin ’ i »i u sliiLirg p o f ol 
j'lili Iiti ( 11 rii I lit uf 'I c Ki g oi S n 
lt>w lids Git ‘ R it<*m, till t ]is w 1 li lies 
bis JiLie n — His Iinpn i il M ijcst^ , 011 
the 10 hot N')\enbei, c iiULil isecoiilnotj 
U) be di lilt led 11 his S wed h M*.- 

j ^t) \i i*! ml I 1 cd pt the nijHiie bclwtui 
Russ I ind J licjl ni — lliis note rem nicd 
two moiillisrii in wcad, id tl i -.utr 
Vvhithw'isn nsm t i inihctjthcfJ oniy 
to his M iji dy s \i n > M w*-s t ) the simo 
IpiDinstn f i i Cl -in cn p( 101 i' 5 ,h( w- 
cv^,i, f r fion I ^letiip^ I is in(d*’riiion 
' Ilo IS, f u the connai), well jilei t 1 t) le- 
( Ihct ihit he 1 ) is em|)loytil c\civ m i s 
th t it 111 *1 kMo him foi bnn -,1 buhhis 
bwL hsh M ijipt) to t’ ( oil; system or po'uy 
wly ii u c usiStcn^ with the mteiests cd h s 
s ill , h it hi j ipcinl Mije^ty owes It c t 
Jcirto his people, md to I’csccniit) tf 
his d iitinnoiis, wl icii s to a Sivcie Iio 
J hpht«-tof 11 Invs, no loi to leave the 
CO op r lien ol la'ssii w th Svtdui i nut- 
ter of d( id)l — Inioimcd tint the C ibiiut 
of St Jamei s eiKha\oiiiin^ if teinfy Dcn- 
muk lino a concLiiunct- with the mlcicsts 
of England ihrciU ic d tint Swedish troops 
shot Id octup) /eilm I, md that the posses- 
sion of Nojwa) should be guaranteed lothe 
King of Sweden , assured also tint his 
Swedish Majesty, while he left the Russian 
note nnansweied, was secretly lugociating 
a ticity at London, his Impernl Mijesty 
pel reived that the mteiests of hts einpiiQ 
would be VLiy ill secuicd were he tq permit 
hrsntighbciii, the King ot Sweden, at the 
comcric ncement of a war between Russia 
ind hmglaad, to disguise his well known 
a ntinients of attachment to the latter power, 
u (^et the appe nance of a pictondcdneutra- 
lit V H IS 1 mpei I d Majesty, therefot^, can- 

not allow the relations of Sweden toward^ 
Rusxu to remain longer m a state of uncer- 
tainty. He cannot giye hts consent to sucl^ 
a neutrality .-r-llis Swedish Afajesty's bcin|j 
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therefore no longer doubtful, nothing re- 
mained for his I/ijperial Majesty but to resort 
to 4 hose nieai)!» w nii’h^ProTidence has pi h ed 
in his hands, t()r no btlief purpose (i\ctpt 
that of giving protection and safely to his 
dominions; and lie liasdeeintd it right lo 
notitv this intention to the King of Sweden, 
•and to all Euiope — Haiini; ihn^ dequiited 
• himself of that duty, which the salety ot 
ffis dominions requ’ie, hi-» Imperial M liesty 
is ready to change ilic^mc..suu'« he i.s about 
to take, to iivasures nt preca ilion only, if 
the King of Sueden uill, withunl OcLiy, 
join Ru^sla and Denmark in slriu iig ihe 
B iliic against Eiighiiid until the conclusion 
ot a nuiriiime jie.ue. lie Inmselt hixiici 
the king his hroihvi' ni k w, for die list 
titne, and with ail tin' fot lings </f real fi ;ei vl- 
ship, no longer lo hcMt te in fulfilling ■ is 
obligations, and in fiibiacing the onlvs}s- 
tem ot policy which is consistent w ith the 
interesis of the Noithein Poweis. What 
has Sv\rtden griiiied since hci king atteahed 
himself to Keglanci ? — i^otliini; could be 
more paiiilui to bis Imp nal Maj^'ity than lo 
see a rupture take [dace hotwoeti Sw'cvlcii 
and Russia Bui hia Sw ‘(hs!i M *j( dy has it 
still in his power lo pic\cnl (his ov( ni by, 
without del ly, n -oh ii g to adopt that course 
which can alone p'csorvo a shicl union and 
pel feet harmony Lelwcen the two Slates. 

FiNLSNn.— -/Vrr/a'i7(^/iuw io the Inhali^ 
(ants of Fniinul \ i\\ucd t (j th • U^'bsian 
CnnnnI, CtthUl txh ftult ?i ; duLd Head 
i^uat lers, F. d ? n / sin a, Ft Ik IS, 1^^ )S. 

It is \i 111 the i viiiusi couctin hii Jms c- 
rid ]\raje-.iy, n mbit gitaious m. ^icr, ijuds 

hiinsvdl ncccs-’Mred to order his tio »ps un-. 

tier my connr.invi to cMiler your ccuuury, 
good fiiends, ainl iuhabitams or Swtd.sli lua- 
laiid —Ills Impel ial folds (Kc more 

concerned to take this step, to which he is 
conjjellcd by the trans,iCtions which lia\e 
taken place in Sweden, as he still bears in 
mind the gcneious and friendly sentiments 
which the Fins displayed towards Russia in 
the last war, when the Swedish king engaged 
in an invasion ot Finland, in a manner equal* 
lynnexpecied and unwarrantable. — pre- 

sent Sw^edish Majesty, far from joining his 
ijmperial Majesty in his exertions to lestorcf 
the tranquillity of Europe, which alone can 
be efft'cted by the coalition which so fortu- 
nately has been foimed by the most pow'cr- 
ful states, has on the contrary formed a closer 
alliance ^ith the of tranquillity and 

peace, whoso oppressive system and nnwar- 
xantable conduct towards his Imperial Ma- 
jesty and his nearest ally, his Imperial Ma- 
jesty cannot by any means Ipok npon with 
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indifftrence.— It is on this ground, in addi^ 
rion *to what his Imperial Majesty owes to 
the security of his own dominions, that ha 
finds hinjself necessitated lo take your coun-* 
try under Iiis protection, in order to serve to 
himself due satisfaction, in c ise his royal 
Swedish Msjeaty should peiMst in his desigt| 
not to accept the just c^ioditions of peace 
which have been tendered fo Imn by hw 
French M.ijcsty, thi') ‘'/Ii the mediation of 
his Ii.i, u'lial Russian M ijesiy, in order to 
le^toie I In* l/lessings oi p ce, w'hich are at 
all iimi's the piincipal obj cl of his Imperial 
M'lji s'y's ituiition. — G> o 1 friends and men 
of FiiiLinwl remain (]i"« t .;n 1 fear nought, wo 
do not come lo you iii i ncuiies, but as your 
fi'ciuNand pnncctors, to i nd t you nioro 
pro-pet (JUS and happy, and lo avert from yon 
the cvlamilK S which, if war -h.aihl become 
iiulispeiuible, must lucessardv befall you.-— 
Do not allow your-df lo be seduced to take 
to arms, oi to ireni in a K)s^Je manner the 
liuiqw who are committed to niy onlersi 
bluHild anv one oifend ag.nnsl this admoni- 
tion, he must impute lo himself the conse* 
quences of his conduct, while, on the other 
hand, those who meet his Imperial Majesty’s 
piternal care for the welfare of this country, 
may rest assured of his junverful favour and 
protection. — And as it is his Imperial Ma- 
i jes(\N will, that all the atlairs in your coun* 

I try shall pnr-ue their usual couise, and be 
j man igod according to your ancient laws^and 
cuao.us, w'hich are lo remain undisuirbej, 

, ai long as his tioops nsinin in your country, 

I all olhceis both civil aud tuilifaty, are here* 
with direi led fo conform them-elves thereto: 
provided th U no bad use he made of this in- 
dulgence, contrary lo the good of the coun- 
try. — F^orrpl piyment sh til be made for all 
pr ivipifitis and refieshments reqiiiied for the 
troops, and in older th:!t^}V)u may still more 
be convinced of hi* Majesty’s paternal solici* 
tude for your wedfaie, he has<n<iered several 
magaziiit's to hefornicxl, in advlition lotlioso 
which are already O'.tablishi d out of which 
the most yidigent inhabitants shall be sup- 
plied witft necessaries, in common with hrg 
Majesty’s troops.-— Should (iiaumstances 
arise to require nn amicable di-sciission and 
deliberation, in that case you aie directed to 
sei^ your deputies, chosen in tlic uaiwl man- 
ner, lo the City of Abo, hi order t() delibe- 
rate upon the subject, anti adept such n)ea- 
sures as tljc welfare of the country shall re- 
quire. —It is Ins Imperial Majesty’s plcisure, 
that from this moment Finland shall be con- 
sidered and treated in the same manner as 
other conquered provinces ot the Russian 
empire, which now enjoy happiness and 
peace under tire mild government oi bis Im- 
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penal Majesty^ and remain in full possession 
of the freedom of religion and as 

well as of all its ancient rightsiand privileges. 
—The taxes payable to the crown remain in 
substance unaltered, and the pay of the pub- 
lic officers of e\ery description continues 
Jikewise on its ancient footing. 

Sweden .— against Husua, 
II Alnrcli, 1 80S, 

The first intimation his Mijcsty received 
of the hostile entrance of Rushian troops 
into Finland on the 21 st of binary last, 
and of their public incite mtiits to rebellion 
and revolt (Miculaied in iliat piovmce immc 
diately nfierwciids, on behalf of his Impetial 
Russian Majesty, was by a te]L‘^ra» Ire di-*- 
patch. — A bleach of peace without a pie- 
Vious doclaiatioii of wai, wiihont a shii^le 
ai title of complaint being pieferreJ , a 
breach ‘'f peace em loritinjj fiom tieat I'^ry, 
and c'arned on by a tra toi ol hi * n luvc coun- 
try, * placed at the side of i!it* Commander 
in Chief, is an event TAhich has but few 
examples, and niustal the fii^t glance create 
detestation ; but when this act is e\jmiiied 
at the same time with what has latol} oc* 
curred between the two countiies } wbcm 
contemplated in its foi bidding deviaiHii 
from those paths of tiuth iind hoiionr exem- 
plified by tiis Ally, no feeling c'an then ex- 
press, no name can compass the extent of 
$uch depravity j its features will remain 
without a paiallel in history, filling up the 
deedsof iuKjuity IicapVcl togefhei in il.e pre- 
sent age. — At a time when his In j eiial 
Russian Majesty, seemed to feel tenderly 
for oppressed princes and countries 5 at a 
time when he estimated the dangers which 
threatened all Europe, bis M.ijesty, actuated 
by similar sentiments, was led into engage- 
ments with him, fpunded on the confidence 
he placed in him as a neighbour, an ally, and 
as an independent Monaich. The Empfror 
of Russia, in reference to the general w^el- 
fare, had entered iiro useful engagements, 
had yet to demand of Fiance the (fulfilment 
of existing treaties, was possessedNof power 
to support his qwi\ rights and those of all 
others concerned 5 his Majesty entered in- 
to an alliance with him, and is now attacked 
by him on ihednectgrouudof having beetUfis 
ally. — Neverdid a princeenter into an alliance 
with a more assured consciousness of the 
purity of its motives, as well as ofiu being 
inviolably kept. The Emperor had been 
pcnonally insulted by the refusal of the 
French government to fulfil a concluded and 
sealed treaty } * had been publicly defamed 


j by repeated insults levelled at his own per-> 
son. The Russian nation had been no less 
insulted, being gazet^^ savages and bar- 
barians *1 Thus every thing that is sacred 
to a gov(frnmeiit, wan connected with the 
common interest WuS it then possible but 
to look upon as inevocable, what the Em- 
peiur hibiself had declared, that he would 
rejtcl all conditions of peace, whether inoic 
Ol loss advantageous, il they weie not con- 
sistent with the glory^ot the Russian name ; 
the ,erunly of the Empire j the .sanctity 
of alliances , and the tran(]uillily and p"ace of 
all hn.opc.** I — In what in. nni^r, and how 
fai tlu’se gr-at onjer Is have been obtained by 
the Peace of lilsit, coiileniporarics have 
already decide 1, and futurity w'lll more 
clearly discover. The King, .iltlurngli at 
his post on the theatic of ‘ini, was, contrary 
to the expie-ss tenor of his conveniion with 
Russ a, § neither iiiloimcd of the Armis- 
tice, noi of the definitive negoi .aiioiii,, till 
the peace was coui luded, having icreivtd 
adv ic' o tliesc tiaiisactions, rMoinpanied 
with a cold^and slight invnatu>n to a-,iiist in 
the object of peat {| the Kin » lei.ewcd his 
application for an 'nniistut (whidi ought, 
no doubt, to 1) VC been ‘•tipnlotcd in the 
peace of Tilsit), but leceivecl o» ly evasive 
answeis, and disfovLiod.u once the values 
of Riumhu co-opc inon. The King finding 
himself in c(m^c^|uence unable to deleiid his 

h A peojde (ihe Russians) w'ho liom their 
barbaiou^ customs and niaiineis ought (a 
create abhoirence amongst all civ ilizrd na- 
tions — Oldie dll Jv/Ui. Vienne, U* 25 B u- 
maire. An. l-i (Mih November, J805.) 

— ^'riiese savage bands, whose assisianre shall , 
for the last time, be tailed forth by Eniopean 
governments — 25 Bulletin de ia grand 
aimec, le 25 Bnimaiie, An 14 ItihoGieek 
teligion be allowed once to spread itself be- 
tween the Baltic and the Mediterranean seas, 
we shall soon sec our prt^vinces ailacked by a 
heap of mad barbarians — proclamation, the 
head quarters, Waisaw, 2-^th Jan. IbOy. 
Signed Napoleon Buonaparte. 

f See the Russian Manifest of the 30th 
August, i80(5. 

§ Roth the high contracting parties had 
(Engaged in (he most powerful manner, that 
the hostilities being once commenced, they 
should not lay dowm their arms, 01 treat about • 
any reconciliation with the French govern- 
ment wMthout their mutual consent. The 
cxi^vention between Sweden ancT Russia^ ^ 
dated the 14th January, lb05.— -Art. IX. 

II general Budberg's letter to Baron d# 
Welterslcdl, First Se^^ietary for (he foreign* 
correspondence dated the lOih J ly, 180 y« 


* George Spring^orten. 
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Gernuin stated aoy lopger, was obliged to 
leave tiiem to their subsequent fate. Hav* 
ing^ ‘sustained this loss, orijgioating in the 
(desertion of Russia, his Majesty was again 
placed out of the theatre of war,^ and en- 
deavoured to enjoy within his own territory 
that peace and quietness which its geographi- 
cal situation seetned to ensure to him. 
Ti^vinv; faithfully acted up to his engage- 
ments towards Russia, his Majesty promised 
himself, that notwithstanding the different 
system she had adopted, a just and equitable 
retrospect would be given to former occur- 
rences. The King had supported the ope- 
• rations of Russia with bis ships of war ; 
had shared with the Emperor his militaiy 
stores ; had rejected and immediately com- 
municated the offers madehim by the French 
' Government. % Among others one that on 
condiiini of breaking with Russia w'hile in- 
the n^i ot' the war, and when the Russian 
lronti.=rs and her very capital were defence- 
less, Sweden should be pyt in ]K)ssessif n of 
all the provinces lost during the reign of 
Charles XII, togci’icr with suy^ further 
part of the Russian empire as his Majesty 
might de‘M*rin»ne. Pis Majesty stands on 
higher ground Uiun to make a merit of hav- 
ing lesisted temptations so mean and con- 
tenin\!!)lo ; but he 'S not without hopes that 
the aggiegated censure due to a power thus 
Bp.ToVl ill the hour of danger, will be propor- 
tioned to its oppressive conduct towards this 
kingdom. — The consequences of the se- 
cret articles of the treaty of Tilsit, which 
were immediately suspected, and which the 
Russian Ministry have since acknowledged, 
began by degrees to unfold themselves. 
England’s commercial monopoly, that ri- 
diculous scarecrow, erected by the French 
government, in order to usurp to itself the 
continent, was also brought forward for the 
contemplation of the North, for the sake 
of ej^jtending, even to that part of the world, 
the oppression and misery which, from port 
to port, from state to state, Europe had been 
subjected to. No government is any longer 
left to its own light and experience ; no 
people to their own lawful industry j no 

^ Promise of Norway given by General. 
Bernadotte to a Swedish officer— a prisoner,* 
Nov. 1806, respecting the extending of 
‘dominions of the french minister, Bourienne 
to Netzel the Charg6 des Affaires the l4th 
November 1 806. General Grandjean*s re- 
presentation to Colonel Baron Tavast, A 
27th May, 1807, that Sween was to demand 
wbat territory she wished to have in ordef 
that she mijbt counterbalance Russiai ftc. 


middle dass ismatUlttknowledg«d betweeli 
the vassal and the enemy. Peace sighiffea 
cottfedeiac^— confederacy, submission ;,and 
from pans must prMeed the mandates which 
are to dictate botn principles, laws, and 
ordinancies, to the ielf-styled independaut 
confedera^, while they promote only » 
lust for power, and violate what is most sa- 
cred in society and between societies.— Pre- 
parations (were made in conformity at St. 
Peterburgh last Autumn, for a rupture with 
England, and they waited only foe the pro- 
per season of the year to be able, with some- 
what more security, to carry that measure 
into effect. A proposal was made to his 
Royal Majesty, in a note, dated the 6th of 
October, to assist agreeably to the conven- 
tion made in 178O, in shutting the Baltic 
against foreign ships of war. His Majesty, 
on the 13th November, returned for answer 
that so long as the French government was 
in possession of so many harbours on the 
south side of the Baltic, and there exercised 
their system of excltuion, the Baltic could 
not be kept peaceable. His Majesty in con- 
sequence also requested that his Imperial 
Majesty would first endeavour to prevail oti 
the French to quit those ports ; and when 
the lirst-merlioned application was renewed 
on the 27th of the same month, as an objec-* 
tion grounded on the convention of 178O, 
liis Majesty circumstantially declared on the 
21st Jan. last, that by virtue of the conven- 
tion made in the year 1801, between Rus- 
sia and England, and to hicls his Majesty, 
at the pressing instance of Russia, and un- 
der her oun guarantee, became a partv, 
the previous armed neutrality had entirely 
ceased. I’hat his majesty had then enter- 
ed into direct engagements with England, 
ill reference to that object, and which could 
not equitably be departed from, so long as 
the latter power, on her side, fulfilled her 
obligations. That at the same time that 
^he armed neutrality was done away with, 
he stipulations grounded therein, respectr 
lug the shj^tting of the Baltic, became null 
and void, and which was the less applica- 
ble to existing circumstances, as the Danish 
naval force, then calculated upon, no lon- 
ger was in being 3 not to mention that En- 
gland bad since that time, discovered the 
passage through the great Belt. But that 
of Sweden could not with her arms eontri- 
bute to the protection of the Baltic, she 
would, on the other hand, take upon her« 
self to obtain, by negociatlon with EnglandjI 
that she should not send any ships of wai^ 
into those seas, provided no other power 
made armaments there, or new hcstllities 
shoold oblige her te come there kf on as- 
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sistant. — ^That should be ^called 

upon to serve Russia as outworks, because 
she had thought proper to provoke Eng- 
land j th)lt Sweden should sacrifice her 
fleet and commerce as a defence for Cron- 
siadt and Revel, was asking rat li&r too much : 
•yet immediately after these representations, 
Russia actually commenced her preparations 
for war on the frontiers of Finland. His 
Majesty continued, notwithstanding, to 
view them with calm forbearance j for as 
yet no specific complaints had been prefer- 
red, nor had any unconditional demands 
been made. The proposal (His M.ycsty 
had made) of an agreement to protect the 
Baltic, presented aspects of tranquillity and 
advantage to Russia, to all tlic North, which 
it would appear could not, but under gieat 
responsibility, be refused. The ports of 
Russia would thereby become more frequent 
than they had been since thecoinmciiceinenl 
of the war, and might obtain an emulation 
in trade rtspcciing their produce unknown 
for many years. Neighbourly friendship, 
commqrco, repose after an unfortunate war, 
and some motues for applause after a still 
more unfortvniate p«)ace, such weio tl;c nd- 
• vant.’gcs to be dcri\cd from tlic pioposals 
which the king made to ilje Enq^ror. 'Jliey 
wcie made with a well gionnticd confidepro 
in the concurrence of Kngl ird, and his Vfa- 
jesly expected Russia’s con-'cnt would have 
arrived much eiriier than ili(‘ <!re.uljd Fng- 
lish fleet could shew itself as au avenger 
in the Baltic^ He jA-essed a .speedy answer, 
and it was intended that the King’s Am!m* 
sador should on the 1. 'Jill of February, in a 
private audience with l]ic Emperor, which 
was promi.sed him, urge this important con- 
cern, when at once the communication of 
the embassy with Sweden wa.s in a violent 
manner interrupted, and Russian troops ciu 
tered Finland w ith the follow ing proclama- 
tions: (Here follow the Russian procla- 
mations, dated Fredeiiksham tho ISlh (b'th) 
Feb. 1808, and Louisa, JOth (22d) Feb. 
I806, already published). The^eclaration 
then concludes as follows : — Let every legal 
government, let, every brave and honest 
yvarrior, every loyal subject, judge of this 
tconduct : a treacherous invasion of a peace- 
ful neighbour’s country, preceded by ma- 
nifestoes inviting to rebellion, are things at 
all times detestable, even in these latter 
times; otherwise so burthened With exam- 
ples violence and injustice. The Rus- 
sian Empire^ the ally of France, is not it 
would seem, powerful enough to abide upon 
jthe common terms of the law of nations^ 
the resistance of a province left to defend it- 
self qn account of the season of the year. 


It calls forth the aid of treachery and treason. 
The government expects to porchase the 
Finlanders e/i ma^se, , unckjr promises of 
liberty ; but the commander of tlie army 
ofleis to •purchase the soldiers individually, 
like slaves, in the market of St. Pefersbnrgli 
or Riga. — Ye youthful inhabitants of Fin-* 
land, a‘ people woithy of e-steem ; ^ouf 
King has, during the whole of his reigp,' 
paid attention to yopr instrudion, to*the cul- 
tivation and prosperi^y^ of your coun try. A 
faithless noigliboiir threatens to hurl yon 
back to the state you weic in in agts past, 
becauhc your iif •ghbourliood is become a re- 
proach to him. Ills .sword is brandished over 
your heads ; his plundeiiug hands aie 
htroK lied towards your projjcrty ; his tbr- 
c( s approach your dwelling, and his pro- 
uiise-. and j)rotc^tationslia\c 'ootlier aim than ' 
to f.u iliinte his access to you Dr'eply gnevcil 
at the dislre.sses ireepaiahle from war, al- 
though conscious of in no wdse having been 
the cause of it, ypiir king rvst^ as-^uied that 
ycer hearts will roiinin nu le.liiced ai d}eur 
ciiiirag- Mj^subduid, till the lime -iball airlvo 
w!emh‘^*cau freely ernph y l.i» wh(/le h/.co 
.and that of his ally in piOt^wln ; and io.’c 
iiig }0u. 

.'•^wFDhN. — — Pjoi I'iKjrtijfi, 14 ih Jl/arch, * 

iboa. 

Whereas the in'- U i n irouSeis of tlie king- 
dom have already b^cn i i\. dod bv a Russian 
force} and wdiei c.r southcin, 

and noithcrn Ironticis aie in d'.ui^er ot inva- 
sion: we are com judled by ad tlio means in 
onr pow'cr to ddeiid oik ^'ugJ^>J[n, and at 
the same time to avail burbehc*, for its se- 
curity, of the sacred duty imposed u}'on the 
king of Sw’eden, as well by ti .* ancient lun- 
damental k^ws of the coiimry, a.s by the pre- 
sent form of government. That ^e may be 
the better able io oppose our enemies, we 
hereby command all unmairicd and able 
young men, between the ages of KS and 25 
years, of what rank soever they may be, 
excepting such as have heretofore served as 
soldiers or seamen, to be ready wlienever 
they Liay be called upon, to defend their 
country. In the mean time we order our 
commanders Immediately to enrol all young 
men of the above description, in every parish 
throughout the kingdom, and transmit to us 
a statement thereof as speedily as possible,, 
that we may, accordingly to the information 
given of the number in each district, issue 

« ier8 for their organizojtion aS regular troops. ' 
1 iho.se whom these may concern are here- 
by enjoined to observance. — Given at our 
palace at Stockholm, this Idth day of Majrch 
1808 .— Gustaf Adolph. 
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Besides the above proclamation^ there are 
several others of less moment:^ one dated 
March the 3d^ prohibiting all travelling into 
Norway without a pass from the first secreta- 
ry of state, which is to be grantcdi only on 
account of especial business ; and providing 
against the cii dilation of publications on the 
Iron tiers. Another procLnmation prohibits 
on pain of death, all communication be- 
tween t|ie dominions of Sweden and Kub&la. 

Denmark.— against Sweden, 
2 (Jth Febrvarijt 1808. 

The Danish government has with just im- 
patience wailed to see the effect of the efforts 
employed by the court of St. Pctersbiugli for 
the purpose of recalling Sweden by the most 
liicndly means, to those interests which are 
•common to her with all the powers of the 
north, and to thoac principles which are the 
first bond of her connection witli Russia and 
Denmark 'l’hc.sc efforts having finally 
proved ineffectual, the Danish government 
Itnds itself placed in a position tow'ards Swe- 
den which will no longer allow its relations 
with that kingdom to leniaiu bftccrlain. 
What these relations had become, it is indeed 
impossilile to dissf'mble, after a perfidious 
aggression had suddenly foicod Denmark 
from tlie path she bad followed during a long 
^jeries of yeafs without the slightest deviation. 
All Europe has resounded with one cry of 
indignation at the ciimc committed by Great 
Britain ag.un‘*t a neutral and peaceful state; 
and from all quailcis lias tlte Danish govern- 
ment re<’ei\ed testimonies of the most lively 
inteiest in its cauoe. The court of Stock- 
holm alone, notwithstanding iho particular 
ties which united it w'itji that of Copenhagen, 
observed a total silence, which it at length 
bloke, only to prefer complaints the most 
unfounded and reproaches the moat un- 
just, with respect to the inconveniences 
that had indirectly re.^ulted to it, from the 
Invents’ of the war, as w^cll as fiom the rigor- 
ous measures which the situation to which 
the Daiiij^h government has been most unex- 
pectedly reduced, has imperiously required 
it to adopt; and which the chicane and end- 
less vexations of -Sweden have been little 
calculated to induce it to abandon. The 
Danish cabinet w'ould ha\e been extremdy 
enibarra.ssed to interpret the conduct on the 
j^aiiof a .sovereign, whose interests, ptinci- 
|des, and >cntimenis, it bad regarded as be- 
ing equally wounded by an act of atrocity, 

V which has-tiudcUnly, lighted tfie flames of wi^ 
in the north, il it luufiiot quickly seen cau^S 
to suppose, that the resolution taken by the 
king of Sw'cdcn undei these circumstances 
was* not merely that of indifference. The 
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^traordinary facility with whic{^ that mo* 
narchj several w'ceks before the reduction of 
Stralsond, had consented to the de[>artureof 
the major part of the English forces in 
Pomerania (whither, as it should seem, they 
came with no other view than to aw'ait the 
opportunity of being conveyed to Zealand,) , 
and the pains his Swedish majesty took to 
inform his people that this re*embarkation 
took place by virtue of a separate article of 
his convention with Great Britain, gave the 
first indications of a seciet understanding 
at the expence of Denmark. These indica- 
tions were very soon increased. The Danish 
government is not accjuainterl with the ex«% 
tent of (he assistance which its enemy re- 
ceived in the ports of Sweden ; but it baa 
felt the consequences of that assistance in a 
manner the most lamentable to itself. It is 
easy to conceive the impression which has 
been produced upon the Danish nation by 
the relations of every kin(;l, and the unin- 
terrupted communications which the English 
found no difficulty in maintaining with Svw- 
clen. — No one could fail to remark how 
much Denmark was insulted by the pleasure 
which the king of Sweden appeared to take 
in repairing to the coast oppo'iite to th« 
Sound, and beholding jiersonally all ihc in- 
justice and out I age committed against a 
neighbouring country; by the caresses and 
numberless marks of distinction lavished up- 
on the leaders of the English forces; by the 
honours which they, on their pait, affected 
to render to the iilly of (heir sovereign ; and 
by the deinonstK’tions of rcspcdl tow'^ards his 
Sw'fcdish majfsiv, to wliich the ships of w^sr, 
violently seized from the port of Copenha- 
gen, were not bound, on their passage along 
the Sound, iin lor tlio cannon even ot that 
fortress to which their salute W'as owing. 
However unfavourable an aspect the con- 
currence of these circumstances necessarily 
casts upon the dispoaitions of the King o( 
Sweden towards the government of Den- 
mark, that government cannot reproach it- 
self with having gratuitously exaggornlcd 
those appearances, which the com I ofSicck- 
holm, tar fo’u al tempting to remove, wish- 
ed to produce, nourish, and alrengihen, as 
far as it was in its power. But these simple 
appearances were .soon succeeded by facts. 
The governniciu of England was the hr.**t ro 
dovelope to Denmark the openly hostile dis- 
position of, his Sw'cchsh Majesty. Europe 
already knows the explanations occ?siooeJ 
between Denmark and Sweden by this de- 
nunciation, "iho King of Sweden, when 
called upon in the most frank and friendly 
nianner to declare himself on this suhjecT, 
w’as been to endeavour eluding the nece^.sity 
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of such a ^laration ; and when ha vas at 
length closely pressed, his Majesty gave an 
answer oblique^ equivocal, and insuJling. 
Nevertlieless, as this answer appeared in 
some measure to give the lie to the govern- 
ment of England, the government of Detx- 
inark was contented with it for the moment, 
and thought it becoming to dissimulate its 
just resentments against Sweden, in the 
hope that, enlightened concerning her true 
interests, and rejecting on the consequences 
of her resolutions, she would at last end by 
yielding to the representations which the 
court of St. Petersbiugh had made, with as 
much tenderness as patience, in order to en- 
gage her to renounce her alliance with Great 
Britain, evidently become incompatible with 
the tranquillity of the North, and especiallv 
with the security of Denmark. The Danish 
government is but imperfectly acquainted 
with the nature and extent of the engage- 
ments which Sweden has entered into with 
England; whate\er may be the object of 
them, and whatever their tendency, no one 
c^n better conceive or appreciate than itself 
the repugnance which his Swedish Majesty 
would feel in failing in any of the obli- 
gations he had contracted. But the Cabinet 
of Copenhagen is not uninformed that the 
Swedish government itself has admitted, that 
the term of its engagements recently ex- 
pired ; and after the Cabinet of St. James’s 
had unmasked itself in the face of all Eu- 
rope, it would have bpen insulting the Court 
of Stockholm to suppose that it would dare 
to concur in an attack updn the first bases of 
the security, prosperity, and dignity of the 
Powers of the North. These considerations 
could not be balanced by the trifiing advan- 
tage of subsidies, with which the Cabinet of 
London shews itself ready at all times to 
purchase its allies', and whom it pretends 
to have then the right of treating as merce- 
naries.— The resolutions of the King of 
Sweden having, however, frustrated the last 
hopes of his neighbours, the Government of 
Denmark could no longer hesitate, on its 
part, to take those measures which its secu- 
rity, the general interest of the North, its 
attachment to Russia, and the nature of its 
engagements witi. that power, imperiously 
prescribe to it. At a moment when Zea- 
knd is threatened anew by the forces of 
England, to which the ports of Sweden serve 
as a point of re-union ; when the enemy of 
the North has just assured himself of the 
dependence of the Court of Stockholm upon 
him for fresh pecuniary assistance ; ^hen 
the public declarations of the English Minis- 
try sufiiciently unfold the nature of the en- 
gagenKtits still subsisting or renewed be« 


tween the two allies^ the Difliish Govern - 
menc deemtit right to prefer a state of open 
hostility to precarious and eqmvoi'al lelaliona 
towards fti enemy whose disposition is be- 
come more and more suspicious, and who, 
during a long period, couM be considered 
only ascH disguised enemy. His Majehi) the 
King of Denmark declares consequently, 
that he adopts altogether the resolutions of 
Russia in respect to Sweden, and that he 
will not separate his eanse from that of the 
Emperor Alexander, his august and faithful 
ally. 

Prussia. — Declaration of the King of 
Prussia against Sweden, dated Konigs^ 
herg, March 0 ‘, 1808. 

His Majesty the King of Prussia, ouf , 
most gracious sovereign, ha» been solicited 
by both imperial courts of Paris and St. 
Petersburgh, consistently with the system 
of the other powers of the Continent, and 
the declaration against England, to extend 
the same measures against Sweden, which 
have been taken against England, on ac- 
count of her fresh alliance with that power. 
In imitation of the declaration issued by the 
Emperor of Russia on the 10th (22) of Fe- 
bruary. In this year, his majesty has accord- 
ingly broken o'flf all relations with Sweden, 
and commands all in otfice under him, un-* 
der the penalty of severe punishment, to 
restrain from all community or intercourse 
whatever with Sweden. In pnisnance of 
this, from the present moment, and till far- 
ther orders, all Prussian harbours shall be 
utterly closed against Swedish vessels ; Prus- 
sian vessels shall no longer be sent into Swe- 
den, neither shall Swedish or neutral ships, 
or wares which came from Sweden, be ad- 
mitted into Prussian harb^s. 

Gen. Whitelockb.—- ( 7irc«/(ir frim the 
Commander in Chief to the Army,<J2Ut 
March, 1808. 

At a general court-martial, of which ge« 
neral the right hoti. Sir William Meadows, 
K.B. w^s president, held by virtue of his 
Majesty s special warrant, bearing date the 
25th of January, ISOS, at the royal hospital 
^at Chelsea, on the 28th of the same month, 
and continued by adjournment until tM 
18tl^ of March following, lieutenant-general 
Whitelocke was tried. 

Sentence, 

The court martial hitvipg q^ply consi- , 
** dered the evidence ^iven in support rf' 

** the charges against the prisoner, lieute- 
nant-general Wliitelocke, his defence, and 
tl^ evidence he has adduced, are of opi- 
Dion, that he is guilty of the whole of the 
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' said charges^ with the exception of that 
' part of the second charge which telates 
' to the order that the columns should be 
' unloaded, and that no firing ^lould be 
' permitted on any account.” — court" 
are anxious that it may be distinctly under- 
stood, that they attach no censure whatever 
\o the precautions taken to prevent unnecessa- 
r 3 ^firing during the advance of the troops to 
the proposed points of attack, iuid do there- 
fore acquit lieutenant-general Whitelock of 
that part of the said charge — ** The court 
anjjidge, that the said lieuteivint-gcneral 
VVhitelocke be cashiered, and declared to- 
tally unfit arid unworthy to serve his 
Majesty in any military capacity what- 
ever.’* 

The king has been pleased to confirm the 
above sentence, and his Royal Highness the 
commander in chief has received his Ma- 
jesty’s command to direct, that it shall be 
read at the head of every regiment in his 
service, and inserted in ajl regimental or- 
derly books, with a view of its becoming 
a lasting memorial of the fatal consequences 
to which ofiicers expose themselves, who, 

HI the discharge of the important duties con- 
fided to them, are deficient in that zeal, 
judgment, and personal exertion, which their 
Sovereign, and their country, have a right 
to expect from officers intrusted with high 
commands. — ^To his Majesty, who has ever 
taken a most lively interest in the wel- 
fare, the lumour, and reputalion of his 
tro<ip8, the recent failure of south America, 
has proved a subject of the most heartfelt 
regret j but it has been a great consolation 
to him, and his Majesty has commanded it 
to be intimated to the army, that after the 
most minute investigation, his Majesty finds 
ample cause for ^tificatioii in the intrepi- 
dity and good cWduct displayed by* his 
troops, lately employed on that service, 
and particularly by those divisions of the 
army, which were personally engaged with 
the enemy in the town of Buenos Ayres, on 
the 5th of July, 1807 ; and his Majesty 
entertains no doubt, that had the exertions 
of his troops in South America been directed 
by the same skill and energy, which have 
so eminently distinguished his commanders 
iit other quarters of the ^orld, the result 
of the campaign would have proved equally 
glorious to themselves and beneficial to 
their country. By command of his Royal 
Highness the commander in chief. — Harby 
'CxLVEAr.’^Msjor^t^n, and Adj\ Gen. of 
the forces. — 

Cut of Londok. Petition to the House 

^qf Commons^ March *l5th 1809. 
^Sbewethu that your petitioners have, dur- | 
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ing a Jong course of public events, pro^r 
dye of so many calamities, patiently aubw 
mitted to unexampled burthens, and are stift 
ready to make such further sacrifices as may 
be necessary tor maintaining the honour and 
independence of the realm.— That these bur« 
thens have been considerably augmented* 
by gross abuses in the management and ex- 
penditure of the public money, and by a pro- 
fusion of sinecure places and pensions, which 
have not only greatly added to the sufferinga 
of the people, but created a pernicious and 
dangerous infiueuce, corrupting and under- 
mining the pure and free principles of the 
British constitution.— That after the enor- 
'inous abuses brought to light by the various 
commissions of inquiry, it is a matter of 
deep concern to your petitioners, that the 
ofienders thereby discovered have not been 
brought to justice, and those who so grossly 
misapplied the public money have hitherto 
escaped with iiypunity. — your petitioners, 
did therefore rely upon Parliament tliat spee- 
dy and effectual measures would have been 
adopted to reform such abases, and detect 
and punish the offenders in future.— That 
your petitioners viewed with much satisfac- 
tion t he foundation of a committee of B'i nance 
and hailed the introduction into your hon. 
house of a bill to prevent the granting ot 
places in* reversion, as the first step towards 
these salutary reformations. They beheld 
with increased satisfaction the measures 
taken by your honourable house, both during 
tlie late and present sessions o:^parJiiimeDt, 
to carry the same into effect. — ^Tbat it wa* 
with grief and di.sappointment they observed 
the views and intentions of your -hon. house 
unhappily frustrated j and they have too 
much reason to apprehend, that the. defeat 
of this measure has arisen from the baneful 
and predominating influence, which such 
abuses must necessarUy create, and which 
this bill was intended to correct.— That it 
appeals to your petitioners at all times es- 
sential, that Vigid economy should be ob- 
served in ,the expenditure of the public 
money, and thatno places or pensions should 
be bestowed hut for real publicservices, more 
particularly so at the present moment, when- 
it is declared, ** that this country is at the: 
very crisis qf its fate,” and the people are* 
called upon for such unexampled sacrifices 
and exertions. They beg furtlier to sug- 
gest to yoiA' hon. hous’e the serious conse- 
quences likely to result, should a disposition 
be evinced by either branch of the legisla- 
ture at a period so awful and momentous, 
not to participate w.th the people in theii 
dangers, sacrifices, and privations. They 
therefore pray your bon. bousCf^ not 
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to relax in your Endeavours in carrying so 
necessary and beneficial a measure into effect, 
and causing inquiries (o be made into the 
receipt, management afid expenditure of the 
public money, adopting measures which 
may effectually guard against such abuses 
in tutute, and for abolishing all unnecessary 
places and pensions, as well in reversion 
as otherwise, as the best means of consoli- 
dating the strength of the empire, cind calling 
forth the united energies and exertions of the 
people, at a time so necessary for the safety 
and security of his Majesty’s dominions. 

City of London,- -Petition to the House 
of Lords, March 25 f h 1808. 

Sheweth (after a repetition of the first 
Jtfoe paragraphs in the Commons* petition ), — 
That It was with grief and disappointment 
that they observed the views and intentions 
oftheir Representative in parliament unhap- 
pily frustrated by your lordships’ i ejection 
of this neces.sary and salutary measure, de- 
priving the people, while labouring under 
such accumu/ated difficulties, of all hope of 
feeing any progress made in such great and 
acknowledged evils. --That they bt^ most 
seriously to impress upon your right hop. 
house, at a time when it is declared, “ that 
this country is at the crisis of its fate,” 
and the united exertions of all ranks are ne- 
cessaryto rcsistthc dangers with wliich they 
arc assailed, a disposition in either branch 
of the legislature to withhold from the j eo- 
ple a redress of public grcviniiccs must be j 
productive a! most serious consoquence^, | 
iiece.ssarily damp their ardour, and impcvle 
their ejtertions in the important struggle in 
which they are engaged. — They therefore 
pray your right hon. house to take these 
matters into consideration, and that your 
lordships will be pleased to adopt the spcedie.st 
ajid most edectual tneasiires for reforming all 
abuses in the receipt, management, and ex- 
penditure of the public money, and prevent- 
ing such abases in future, and fpr abolishing 
all unnecessary places and pensions as well 
in reversion as otherwise, as the best means 
of consolidating the strength of the Empire, 
and falling forth Mhe united energies and 
exertidlis of the people, at a time so necessa- 
ry for the safety and security of his Majesty's 
dominions. 

City of London.— tojhe King, 
March 25tk, 1808. 

We your Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal 


Subjects, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen,, .and 
Commons of the City of Loistdft^ in Com- 
mon* Council assembled, hhtnhly approach' 
the throne witJi renewed assurances of our 
unshaken,, attachment to your Majesty’s sa- 

ty’s faithful Citizens of London arfe . truly 
sensible^of the blessings which the people of 
this country enjoy in a peculiar manner, 
for v/hilst it has pleased the Almighty to 
permit the overthrow of many nations of 
Europe, we have thelfeppiness yet to .possess 
unimpaired our glorious constitution, to bo 
governed by the mildest and mest benevolent 
of sovereigns, and to be protected by good 
and wholesome laws wisely administered. 
To obtain these blessings our forefathers 
freely shed tlieir blood ; they are placed in 
our hand as a precious pledge, and we fond- 
ly hope that our children’s dnldren will en- 
joy the same to the latest posterity. — W© 
are not unmindful. Sire, that by the pre- 
ponderating inlluencc of the government of 
France, almost every state upon the Conti- 
nent has been compelled to unite in forming 
one vastaitJ gigantic confederacy, whose ef- 
forts are solely directed to bring desrruction 
upon your Majesty's dominions. We view 
this combination ^Vithout dread, firmly rely- 
ing upon a continuance of the divine protec- 
tion, upon union amongst all ranks of your 
people, the extinction of party spirit (most 
.essentially iieccss.iry at this very important cri- 
sis), upon t he goo<! ness j)f our cau^e. the valour 
and skill of yenr Majesty’s Reels and armies, 
and on iIk^ vigour, firmness, and wisdom of 
your Majesty’.s councils. — With these aids^ 
we doubt not your Majesty will confound 
and defeat the designs of our inveterate 
( iK’ray, and in due time be enabled to con- 
clude a peace; at once honourable, secure, 
and lasting. m 

The .Kino’s /^swer. 

I thank you for your very loyal and dutiful 
address. — The a.ssnrances 1 receive from you , 
of your unshaken attachment to my person 
and governincHt, afford tne the greatest ‘sa- 
tisfaction.— The example you have given to 
all ra»^ks'and descriptions of my people of 
union and public spirit, at this important 
crisis, cannot but produce the most beneficial 
^consequences, in enabling me to resist effec- 
tually the pow'erful and extensive confede- 
racy; which the enemy has directed against 
my dominions, and ultrmittely^ to accornplishf* 
the great object of all my efforts— a aEctirit 
and lasting peace; , i,... 
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descriljQd. Sa $||i^tj$oi)Bfore« 'if we think it 
to inaintain pp^s^sbion of tlio^e co- 
lonies, the ftieaaure is a good one. But, it h 
contended, that the measure %\ould be inju- 
rUiu^to the bailey growers at home. Sup- 
{k^hg that to be tjiic, it woiiul then, with 
me, De a question of degi re merely. I should 
iO<}ti?ie» whether the injury to the bariey 
would be more oi l«'ss than the re - 
UeF to the sugar growei s 3 ihe latter being, 
]|]t my opiiuou, lull as much entitled to the 
pfOteplion of the governmtnl as the foimer. 
Ves, say the opposers of the measure, but 
there is thib consideration y that the measure 
will not be injurious to the barley growei a 
otaty, it will be injurious to the whole nation 
discouraging the growth itof corn. Make 
this , out, geiulemen, and 1 atn with )"ou ; 
bat, at present, I am, for the reasons which I 
lyill now endeavour to submit to the reader, 
irttli brevity and clearness, of a ditferent opi- 
nion.— After having heard, from all quar- 
ters, so much anxiety expressed, Jest, fronri 
the shutting of the pot of the continent anc^ 
of America against ns, we should experience 
the horrors to be expected from a scarcity of 
corn C &fter having seen the pains taken by 
Mr. Young and Mr. Wakefield to impress 
119 with a just idea of the magnitude of ouf 
annual importation of corn ; it must, I think, 
appear to the reader to be a strange proposi- 
tion, that danger of scarcity will ariae from 
a want of a market fpr what we ourselves 
grow ijD this country. But, let us hear the 
asgoments of Mr. Wakefield. He di^p- 
ptovea (see last Number, pages 605 to 
of any legislative mensare that would dc* 
prive the tanner of such maikets as the dis- 
tilleries y ba says, that thib dihcouragcment 
will produce a fear of bad prices, aiul inajle- 
qoatc^ returns for labour and capitaLy chat 
mis'f^ar once excited in the mind of the far- 
mer, ,ba will relax in his exertions to raise 
earn. He further says, that the distilleiies, 
by causing more corn to be raised than is ne- 
cessary tor feeding the nation, enable us, in a 
reason of scarcity, to take this buperabun* 
dance and apply it to feeding purposes, and 
rltut, lhe>efore, the divtilieries operate as a 
national. grainery.— There is something 
v^y plausible in this argument; but, I 
think, that, upon examuiation, it will appear 
i6 Ue mote specious than solid for, ubat 
does if mean biit simply Ihitt that, in order 
to induce the fanners of n jialioti, to grow 
more corn than is, 'opon an average, ncces- 
Siry tor the consumpiivU) of Uie nation, a part 
ut ftdiat They grow lutibi be 'annuaMy boi^to 
i/f them for the purpose being iktiawn 
awaif the puqiobe'of bcmg.g«Htenridof 
^yiiJiout becoming human tbuU, or suste- 


nance? I shall be toldv p^rbajjH, that, used in 
thik distilleries, coin docs become human .sus- 
tenance y for that, though it comes jout in 
the bhH()e of spirituous liquiifs, and; there- 
jfore, cannot very well be iMlJed food, yft 
tbit ir causes less beer to be drunk and less 
food to be eaten, than wo'..hl be drunk *and 
C'lten, if there iio spirituous litjuors. B 
do not know, that my opponents will make 
use of this arguiriciu ,* bii<., il they should, it 
will he a very gooil answer to themselves y 
for, if tlie'use ot s|7iiiluous liquors produce a 
‘.{iving of beer and food, then the di'iU^e ot 
t hone liquors will pi orluce an additional de- 
mand for coni, in the sh«i])e of* beer and 
bie.id; and, if the use ot spin t nous liquors 
produce no such saving, we come back to 
luy pr(q>osition, niraely, thet the corn ussd 
in the distilleries is, considered as human 
sustenance, thrown away ; and, accoiding to 
the idea of Mr Wakefield, it is necessary for 
a nation to raise a certain proportion of corn 
annually to be thrown away, in order to se- - 
cure the sakk nation from the horrid effects 
of casual scarcity. Used in the distilleries 
does corn become human sustenance? YES, 
Well then, the distilleries are no grainmf, 
foi, if you suspend them in a time ot scaicity, 
the mouths that fed upon them must neccs- 
snrily fall upon Rustenance in some other 
••hape. If the answer be NO y then is the 
corn used in dislillciics thrown away, for, )f 
you talk to me of the value which the farmer 
gets tor it, I remmti you, that that vaflie 
anust come out of the labour of those who 
cqpsumc the spirituous liquors. If the corn 
be tSrown away, it is full as well to throw 
away sugar as' corn $ it spirituous liquors 
be human sustenance, then we draw it from 
our colonies in sugar : what is more, we can 
have it in times of scareity as well as in times 
of plenty ; and (be We^t Indies become an 
inexhaustibfegrainery. It appears to me to 
be impossible for lire most ingenious reason- 
er to get clear of this dilemma.— Before I 
proceed any fciitlier< 1 will insert an article 
from the*<MorniDg Chronicle upon this sub-' 
ject. .** l.ast night the Report was made 
, from the Ccmmiltce to whom it was re-' 

** feru'd to Consider whether the dislilleiy 
** should be pievented from using grainy 
** aqd, as wc anticipated> they have gis^n ic 
as tiicir optrdotis, Chat it would Jbeadvisa** 
ble to make tte expef^ment of prohibittofp 
tli« dt«ulJati(T#ef wdrjqij^frogi^ grain tor. 
one year. There wisf However, it teema*. 
a in ilie Cominittoeon ibis point, 

tiic Be]iprt itself madea i>eiis«b)e 
pression oot tlie iloane } so that no 
eifbar tor oxagslnst tlte adopiiiax of ibo. 
measure, can be Ibrroed.— ^We luive 




most 

^'^croaf^lifinems on the, agrf^rore of .th !!6 
V. jcomitiy,. which, is sureJy of more ^aiho 
tow'ards its independence (bac^ali itecolci^ 
nies hotih the Eastern and Western 
world. ' An ' experifneiit to slerilize the 
country for^Jone. year— to interrupt tho 
rputine of efopst^-to create a famiife, per- 
haps/ in the kingdom. W a trust in the 
good sense of p.iiTiament, that we shdll 
.have no such experiment.— It is to the 
Distillery in particular that the northern 
part of the kingdom looks in its culture of 
barley for a market. Rob Sebtiaud of this 
resource, . and four-fifths of its fitrmers 
will be bankrupts : *tbey oatinbt substitute 
wheat for barley^-^their climate will not 
.ripen it"; ami the same argument may ap- 
ply to^ii. gteaifc. proportion of the Urrley 
lands in England.—- r-This is a vt‘ry dif- 
^ " ferent measure for stopping the distilling 
bf grain /dr a season of sear<^|r. In that 
** case^ having a crop of barley in hand 
" when wheat is deficient, an act p«<isses to 
stop the distillery, So as to bnn^ the whob 
** stock intef use as a substitute for bread 
corn— but here. is a project to prevent Uie^ 
** growing of barley.— It miglit be entitled^ 
*'-a Bill to create a scarcity <?f Corn by 
discouraging the growth thereof.** Surely 
• tiusre is no evil that can befall the country 
equal to that which would flow from a- 
measure of this kind — and when it is rc^ 
fleeted that we t?iay be thrown entirely on 
our own produce for subsistence, we shall 
not be condemned to the trial of chimeric 
cal experiments, by which the cbnrseiifjifjj 
our husbandry is to Be disturbed — and tw 
farmers are to'- be warned against sowing 
** the land r*-r— This article does little 
more, than dilute the argument of Mr. 
Wakefield, namely, that the dislilleries'is 
one great: market for corn, take away this 
market and you take away one of the most 
powerful, motives to the raising of corn, 
whence will arise a diminished produce and 
all. the cofls^uences of such 
amongst which is particularly (he J 

rufoef tl>^ hariey farmers.'— in the 
firiitplace, the quantity of barley uiOd in *Uie 
NiistUlerbs of England and Scot bbt 

eiu^ 300,000 quarters annuti%; the ave- 
rage aittiual | P ab,aillt:70,OOO acres of 
)apd. And iOSTaWfcet^-i^ loss ol -whbb 
is^tdsj^read r.uin/dipoi^t the, cidtHrators of 
Ei^iand' and Scanty U to; mabss ban j« - 
fifis of 
land j 

peogb. bjfihrihging 

provisions into the or, at leasts 



liaqr thrown away l----?^JL^U 8 see, 

"whetbec it be prol&blei that few. coral "1 
be raised on adcorini«*>hii«)e«sMte> Vi ^ 

We are told, cohkl not biS raised upon ce^ . 
of the lands, which bow beat crops of 
' But might, and grass weuld follow oib 
as well * as barley. &!(> upon tl» suppoi^ 
tioo* . (hat the particular, lands allud^ 
wpuld bear notliing but barley, there at^ 
other lands^ which now bear barley/ and 
which would bear something else. Still# it' 
imi|t be confessed, that there' would be ippsl, 
market lost 5 but, wbnld nd other markel 
open? If you sto)) Ihu distilleries will not thd 
barley that they now consume go,ki the fof-t 
ting of hogs and to various other puiplbaes f 
The momept baHey begins to be cheap, tbdt 
moment it is given to hogs j and» if you arsli^ 
me hoW tbe^hog*s flesh k to be disposed o£p, 
if you are still afraid, (bat the quantity of 
man sustenance, ifi England and S^tland^ 
will be too great; if .you still dread 
glutted market of provisions, there arovilui^ 
finest Mies^ those very colonies, whouVyP' 
you are afraid#^ the Americans will starve^ 
who will give you, in times of pteniy^i^ 
sugar in exchange for your barley, made tatdf,^ 
pork, and from .whom, in times of scatrej^ 
ty, you can# at any moment# withheld: thalii 
pork. In calling ikis a granary, 
there would be someihing like reaaon' ewa'^ 
consistency. — ^But, the.tmfft it, 1 beliote^ 
that no such exchange wopld be pec^ssai^^r 
keep alive the motive for growir%>eiW% 
It is, in a national point ofvieVir, cOtn];d^t#|t% . 
irratioiwl to speak of barley but aft 
an article of human Sustenance s >t»'- ’ 
means of s(upporting bunian lifo) 
use the common word, r 

I think, it is n principle epknewtndgitcl ’ 
upon nil sides, that whoever 
subsistence them wdl 
popnl^tidn, or, to use the/Vojipjj- of'M 
Macthus (with whom I fils to ^ 

the^t^^wg of population), 

Wa^e treads close upon the lup*--* 

fiistence.** . If this be the case,, then,' WbcTO> 
is the gwqd of alarm at throwing - an addi- " 
lionalquaniity of subsistence, in upon ^ 8 e;\ 
ccnnmuhlty ? This doctrine- qf Mri.^|eK>/ 
thus being jound fond common se^ aayjfef ‘ 
that it must be fio) ther^o«rver 5 jaube a waw^K ■ 
of a market for any quantity of barley 
vrecan g^otv. There 
iall of price ^ bm the pennaiienf 
whhhddfog corn ffofo the 
fiupplyiflg the ^f it Jby itepTC#i 0 :MiN* 
colonies befougihg fo e«rsdle#r 

citl^Hdwit of pricing 

bc^^-nioat,. or.of incrciifting ^aojnestie ptK * 



04n > rOUTlCAI. ttBGISTto 

]pQbtsoo> bMb dMm hkSttg leqcTdl/ efl^ca 
dottt i«i prevedttog tbe diiconragement and 
. ItM deCf^aMMl ptiJdactfon and gains of the 
the West Indies could 
aab|iiy ua wfth barlty enough for our disfil- 
Ihraii Mr. Wakefield would, if he ^ere 
bpoiislent, object to it, because, as he would 
Uf; the barley growers of England. would 
ho thereby discouraged. He would be of 
the same opinion with regard to Guernsey or 
Jersey ; for the measure would still havepre* 
dsely the same efiect ; and, upon the suppo- 
sition that tiew enclosures tend to make an 
bi(Tea$e (which I think they do not) In the 
mkifitity of subsistence produced, he would, of 
^OUTse^ also object to new enclosures, and, 
tfMBn, I should leave him to settle the point 
with Sir John Sinclaii:, and the friends of 
** ^riculturj,"* who cry aloud and cease not 
* fer a General Enclosure Bill. This last argu- 
ment was made use of by Mr. Perceval, to 
whom Mr. Windham replied, that in the 
case of new enclosures,* the supply was, 
doubtless, increased, and the competition 
iUgmented ; but, in the case contemplated, 
time would be an exclusion of one set of 
iptowen to the sole advantage of tlie other. 
Iilgree, that the immediate advaniagemll 
Vs aolely open the side of the colonies $ but, 
this is no objection to a measure, provided 
be sustained on the other side in 
consequence ofjhat measure. Augment- 
sdcempe/irioit*’ is only another phrase for 
dkm'enHiif pricej for, whether the market 
ho iTboQy cut ofi^ or only narrowed in its 
diemand, though there may be a difference 
m to the degree, the principle continues the 
•MM} end, therefore, the seller has as 
good a right to complain of augmented 
competition as he has to complain of a total 
lost of the market.* Pumiing this to an 
fUoiirttion ; it is said, that the Scotch 
bariey-groster will be injured, in conle- 
tluenm of Il^ls catting off of a market for 
300,000 quarters of barley, annnally con- 
fUmed in the distilleries j and that, as this 
measfire is to be adopted after he has takSisa 
hmg lease of his form, he will not be iMe 
topay his rent, and will become a bankrupt. 
Tbb is to be the effect, we are teid, of a 
loss of market. But, suppose, that the 
propositioD of the friend of agricolfove’* 
ware adopted} suppose a General ^ndomre 
Bill were pei^, and suppose it wete to 
answer the expacted patpoio, namely, that 
of cauiiog oa hler^wrf products It would 
IwapMAnhicrMselfidM, unlewit exceed* 
qd mjXO quartwi of barley In a yeeri 
and, t1^, fkirir ten me, geottaioen, foiendi 
you, who, with Mr. 
m mAroi to < qppahs tbii maa- 


eiuf Snipes, fW 

** sure in every stage,'" vfh»t|fir ilia tcoKsb 
or the JBnglisb birfey*grodiar. would not 
suffer as m^ from this incream ufmbdtice 
as from that tow of market, whh sb, it ii 
alledged, will be the effect of the measuiro 

now proposed 1 As connected with t 

question^ like «this, which embraces the 
general produce of the soil and the general 
interests of the nation, all the distindCiona 
betweeh l»r)ey- growers qind whaat*|nowers 
are too trifimg to be attended to. Toe kind 
as well as the amount of the produce will 
be regulated by the demand. The general 
market will tell the farmer what he is \a 
Sow, and the same infollible guide will teH , 
the corn-dealer whither he is to send tho 
fruit of the harvest — Every argument 
made use of, with respect to the interests of 
thq cultivator, applies, of course, to those 
cf the owner of the soil } and, unlesB my 
reasoning be erroneous, nether can experi- 
ence any permanent injury from the measura 
now In contemplation, while it is, upon all 
sides agreed,* tW the West India planters, 
so long and so severely oppressed by/an acco* 
mulation of hardships, will therefrom derive 
considerable relief. Were there, indeed, 
any ground to apprehend, thfit the nation 
would experience an injury from this mea- 
sure } were if a question between the West 
India planters and the people of England ; I 
should say (though it would grieve me to be 
put to the necessity) let the West India 
planters perish, rather than England be en- 
dangered by scarcity } but, as I am convinced, 
that the measure now proposed will be 
greatly beneficial to the former, without 
producing any, even the slightest, danger or 
&||lry to the latter, either temporary or 
p^manent, 1 hope, dfet, in the approaching 
discussion and decision, enlarged views and 
public spirit will prevail over 1^1 and inter- 
ested motives. 

Woodcocks and Snipes.— — -It is whim* 
sical enough, that these poor Mltle birds 
should become a subject of * discussion 
amongst ^ve politicians ; yet, as a /aw is 
about tow passed relative to them birds, 
and as two Matlemen (whose letters I insert) 
iiive thought U worth theii: while to make 
die proposed regulation a matter of such' 
seriotts notice, 1 think it right to submit an 
ofcaervetieh or two thereon.— To tbeeur- ^ 
respondent, who ridicttles the idek of datMi- 
ting about little birds, thteai» 

ened with invasion, onffmy answer by 
Asking Um bow tfiuippm, that who 
befer wrote to aMbffofo, to wlriifr'to 

Men* to tlw iiWn ft 







peopi^j/* to itmfm^ H?s¥^ ^ P^- 
lenrei for tbe middle orcbn^ 

* i* who are to fizbt our the Imr^ 

7 thejr havebitberto et^i^ed/ to follow tbo 
innocentamcuenMinrQfKilUngWop<h}^^ 
and Snipes," Appealed to with so much 
solemnity, and anaious to preienril the good 
optnton of my correspondent, t shatl give 
him my sentiments in the clpareshmanner 
that I am able.-<^In the first place, J must 
observe, that 1 am unacquainted with any 
right, which the making of Woodcocks and 
I Snipes ganae is at all likely to abridge, as 
far, at least, as relates to any amusements of 
the people, nh law^ as it now stands, 
does, indeed, attach no penalty to the mere 
act of killing these birds, nor to the mere 
posseHion of them ; but, 1 would ask this 
epipplainant, where the shooter is io find 
the birds ? And, let the answer be what it 
may, unless the birds be found upon the 
shooter's own land» or land rejsSei by him, 
he is liable to lUi action of tieipass for even 
looking after the birds; and this liability 
arises, not from thO statute, but from the 
common law. And, very wise and just is 
the law in this lebpect ; for, is it not clear, 
that it would be impossible to have any 
thing worthy of the name of private pro« 
perty, if every man were at liberty to invade 
It, under the pretext of seeking after wood* 
cocks and snipes or wild animals of any sort? 
•^-'But, I shall be told, perhaps, that the 
contemplated law, will prevent unqualified 
persons from shooting woodcocks and snipes 
^even by pel mission ot tiieeioaers or renters 
of the land. To which J answer, that the 
prevention is already as complefo as this 
dreade^l Jaw^ can possibly make it > for, to 
go a shooting woodcocks and snipes without 
tpaniel, or game dog of some son, is what 
nq man thinks of; to be seen out with dog 
and gun the law takes as proof of being 
in pursuit of game being in pursuit of 
game subjects the unqualified pursuer to the 
penalty of five pounds ; and, as the same 
evidence is admitted with respect to the pe- 
nalty in de&ult of having taken out a game 
licensej, the unqualified person, who is found 
lo^urSttU of a snipe is alreatijf liable Ip all 
the taw levelled ai^inst him, who if fimnd 
in pursuit of a plmsant. Hotv, then, can 
Ihe unqualified port of the people aufiSertuiy 
sMiiga ml jaf amsemnts foom the 
act no JisrlUqtipi i lAt us take^an 
Instanoa; y^mettanaui wi^dqgondjptn^ 


Sit i<bnal^ «f ibootiog without a tie^Wi^ 
and. it hexacflythe soqw withiqpunij 

ijaatincatioo.— — The wt. thorafor,^/ 

I* about to' pan* will Junre 190 effbot „ 
ever, in laawning the Hbai^ to «boOr or] 
hiuM;. It, oibotu^ll be to prevent the ] 
lie $C« of woo^eocka and ioim; J( 
law pwit it will be acimetOraatfeeSel 
at ell i and that will ctftainlj be acb^te 
the panning end the kultog of them ; tiUt* 
then, obwrve, that thoee who kill tbefe 
birds for rote, cannot beaaid to^ponoe then 
" anuummt,” Ihe fiiet ta, that aIo)(>st 
the wb<de of the woodcock andta^najtkat 
ia snp^ied bf gentlenien'a gaa9a>kMperi : ,a 







inall ahare n the soppljr cones, m«D tlje 
hands of mere poachers ] and, in cnockiti^ 
of the traffic of these descriptiant (d fM- 
sons, it is not wtyeiaf to cOncrifebow ma * 
libertica or the comforts of ^ — nldjle aon 
" lower orders of the peeple are tikdljr to 
•• be abridged.*’-"— As to d»a gane"]ww|, 
generally speaking, such a pim of a >' 
saiely never before existed in the world ! 'A 
code, which gives to die son a privib^y 
‘founded upon the rank of his fbthcr 4 aiut < 
which, at the sanf tine, denies that pnn* 
lege to the &ther himself. It is, in 
One mass of inconsistency and oonrafnti ; 
a ridiculons medley of feudal priviiCgell and 
p^uniafy prefereqpes. Game, like other 
things, should be private firoptrlv, 
proof of propr^torsbip being that thehii- 


mal was upon the land of the d: 
the time of its bdng taken, killed, or 
for pursuit. This, together with the 
trespass, as it already eaut,^ woidd bej^l 
effectual in the preserving of unHf of 
sorts j but, until this be the law, qtiai1(ml|i|g, 
faentburtnogs, and acts of oppresMbtSjlip 
and must be the consequence of thdimp> 
tenceof those animals, which, asfei^l^^ 
can judge upon such a mattn. went dMn 
for the recreation qpdplwisuitw^jk^ , 
CvcATU* Stimhid But.—*! do 
absolutelv retract what % said, JpMt Week, ,ia 
favoo{;of this bill ; but, upon reading oyhr 
its clauses (having before merely seed age* 
nend desaiptioii of it), I feel much lets niV 
terest as to its success, than 1 before ,i 
— nTbo aUowance fixed on for the pa 
is (ff ihe annual prodqce of tbO 

iag, tqgdh*r with the use, upqn 
oonsideratiofli, af the parson^ I 
iddM, V pert the tatter. The 
tat aee this taw eotarcoff i. b«t, thqre 
^1^ to him t» aapM it to,hft| 
ttd t tar, aa ta ne kfpta^ pttar 



f )!-' , poLmcfiii'ECfiifim 

18 allowed to 

iJi^ Arolibk^^^ >:%' \t tyi^ a mockerj td 
ttik 'sefripusly^df i )3t proviftion/ cspeciafljr 
When he -to cosiSf if he hil 'm 

ki8 iJppeal } IS the' bUl will place 
^t ltbe merh 'liiercy of the Bishops, not 
j>i^pert 7 »f the incumbent; but 
{|!fee^th'l|t of the patron; In ihis shape 
f m be an evil in pkce of i 
]|im; Jbot, if the kiw were impei^tiv^ upon 
l^.fewepa, it appears to me, that' it would 
So^t^uded with exceeding good efiects. ' " 
Aker I CAN Monies.?— -T he reader will 
'^tkember, that I predicted, that the manUs 
^"the holders of American funds would 
to England in pfo'trsted hills of ear- 
or, rather, in bills that would meet 
#|fh a protest instead of payment. 1 have 
it>b# be/bre tne a letter fiom a hierdiant, 
pilbacrtbed wkh h is name and place of abode, 
tnforining me, that a bill, being, perh.'ip.s, 
remittance of the monies of a grcai^ 
%otonou^ fund- holder, the sum upwards 
6f se^xin thousand pounds, has come to hand, 
and has actually been /?ro/e.fW. I shall not 
poblwh nam^, and 1 need not j but, I will 
pNpress my heaity wish, that every succeed* 
ing bill may meet with the same fate; and, 
t^t, of all the vast sum of monies, not as 
mu'clr $ts would purchase the insertion of a 
Jwft' paragraph in the Morning Chro- 
ever reach tlie hand.s of the greedy 
who, were he begging his brf^d, 
wopid not merit a crust tiom an English 
jNiHlBCf.— he excuse, bhear, is, in these 
cafcea, that the tfntargo prevents ships fn m 
coming to bring the worth of the bills drau n 
‘ iipon England. Btif, n'ho made the embar- 
go ? Who but the'Americaiis themselves ? 
Wbatan impudent excuse! 1, however, have 
no ground of complaint against the Ameri. 
patu,^t]^ou this score;, for, if, from any, su- 
pernatural cause, tbey'should prove to be ho- 
iietirt n^n, my readers may be leckto doubt of 
ihy Veracity.--—--' What an impudent excusi^! 

barred up my shop door, and, 
tt.efefbre, cannot send you any goods in 
reWrn for your monies.” ' What an im- 
pdiUent* thing! But, it is good; vcfygopd, 
thus tp 8«e tl^ir flart^ers and defenders pu- 
^ them. ' . / • ^ 

’ Mb. Bcott’s LgttfiK.r — This lett6!r,; 
which, in answer to A. B. Q. (page a7$ of 
the present volume) was to have been j|^b- 
h$hW tost week, was, at tl^e joint re^ueat bf 
Loyd Oxford and a common * friena Of Ihe 
pnrfies, withheld from pubircation. ' 

as wi4 be seen below^^onsenl^ 
witftdrAiy the t«|ter altogether ; bdt; *1 
thl^k it a^^dbty I owe tp him to sav, ihSt the 
; as fedt a$,I ank We to 


fl of alb; 

coriWiri^ ift 
A. B. Cj Jin^^inpatit^ 
r,‘iptckQ'iibob,flny persnfi wbatfeverl ' . . 

PMm s^amv; jprfl 1808. 

— s-rj — 

. ■ UR. 5COT#*8 better,* 

Sth;iWi~.As I understand my letter, an- 
notiUGed for publication in your last paper, 
in anHwerto the anonymous letter of A. B. 
C., was suspended at the particular request 
of the Earl of Oxford, ft is but justicer to 
myself to observe, that the public being 
made any party to this business was not be- 
gun by me, and that, if] abstain from urgirg 
any further publication upon the subject, al- 
ter all the roe.ins of injuring me have been 
exhauited, ir mnsl dt‘j>end ifpbn the conduct 
ot other person.^; and, if iavindicating my- 
selt, J may wcjiind the feelings of those per- 
sons, which it is not in my nature w'antonly 
to da, end which I can never do without 
wounding my own, they ought to consider a 
little the precept we 'have been aU taughf. 
Do unto pthers, as you would have thenri 

do untoywx®”-, 1 am, &rc.~— J ame| 

Scott. Norfolk Sf : cel, April 20, 180B. 

MR. wakki'Ield’s 3o'. letter. 

I Sill,— -Having in my last endeavoured 
to point out the only .'Ur'ailable resource left 
to the country, at the iinmcdiate moment of 
a scarcity, I arn anxious to now call yonr at- 
tention to the cau-ses which have made Great 
Britain an importing corn rounlry. That 
are so, I consider ns an indisputable fact ^ 
a C(irrespondcnt of yours |iowevcr, quarrels 
\vith this assertion, because I have not 
brought my account of import and export 
down to^the close of last year. After the 
holidays I wdll furnish you with the nccountfl 
of import and export for 1 80() and J6o7;> as 
J am desirous to remove every doubt, w’hicfe 
can be raised of (lie existence* of these fads; 
upon wdiich he justly says ** my arguments 
depend ” But, whatever may be the ac- . 
counts i!or the two last years, J w1.sh it to he 
distinctly miderstood, that my fedrs, trif 
anxieties^ m not ^ri|e from ^ review of what 
has occiirjrkd > In ;|iny one or tw^o years, they^ 
arisb from obsi^rig tliat for Seventy ye^rs 
at,s>nb period, ‘^e, isreire an .exporting corii 
country, that we have not only ceased to ex? ' 
port, baj. tbgt we now actually import an<t 
have ibiported for tndre than the fast 
yiarsj. pot poly but that the prbpgijg^ 



of a single J t|.:;i)i^itom?r. ap4Jtte|{liil8ocif'|}w>Mn#' 
i^MK^Jiip^paSBf J^^.'basnotbiqglUunlt cofllkiwAlT' Jst})jii(|itie«p^* 
mg fte qi^tioHs Before entefipi I>aMP|l sec lair^e capitdIUts ecapjopog 
upo^ the scblect .of oojr pre^t address^ I monCy^ ducting iheir dme and attecud6» J| . 
**wijl ar>sss»er tb^fither points reJled upon In ^be growth of corn. 'Nol Then iirtwi>»f' 

the letter which yoi^ have Inserted in Satu(» ^ the fciasop why they do not > It is 

da}'s Register* Your correspondent states a sncif oodertaltinffs do not answer tbeir^ut^^. 

certain btcadth of u beat grown every year pose/ if they did tltere are no men 

in the kipg^^na* and an average produce up* would be more eager to engagi in butniug 
on 'this quantity of land« it this data are ^ciifalipos. It is liowcver necessary 
irue^ the wfade produce is justly stated^ and fore I proceed futther, that 1 sjiou}d estabiSsh 
it would most amply feed all those who de- this important and ruinous fact beypnd aU 
pend upon wheatep bread for subsistence, kind of dispute, for upon it the whole of my 
i but it is necessary he should establish bis data suirsequent reasoning w^l be built, add de^ 

^ with as much precision as the Custom House pend a comparison of the laws of 
^ books do the entries of corn inwards and 1668, and J70d,*and those of and 175^ 
outwards. It is veiy ei^ to suppose ‘^fifty w'ill be nearly sufficient to cowiij^sse^mfn pf 
rnillioos of acres to be m a state of cultiva- this iact. By those of the firat ft 

tjon," and to suppose ** one halt of them, botinty was given upon the export ofi whftftt 

areu^er the plough," but I want tnoie than till the price equalled 4fts. per quarter, lly 

vagml supposition. Espi^ctdlly as without those of the last period bounty ceased ivbed 
takm|^up the pages ot yout Register m re- wheat was 44s. the quarter! \ \ The money 

*plying minutely to allf pails ot thiscakula- price of every aiticie of manufacture and < ' 

non, its fallacy may be sheun by asking wh.it commerce has increased in price ; in otj^ 
has been done with the coin which has been words, the value of money has fallen. Yet# 
imported in the cour'-o of ihc last thirty-live in the^ face of this acknowledged factj it k 
years. It hasiiot hecu expoituL Tins the expected that the money price of corn is ?a * 
Custom-house books prove. Has u been be stationary! ! worse tlian stationary! 
buint? lias it been thrown into the scvi decreasing!! But this is only a pftrtt 
Or, has it in some shape orotbet been con- of the evil, this is only some of these 
eumed by the people of England } If it has facts, which from the evidence 1 have to of* 
been consumed by the people, as beyond all fer in support of the melancholy propositiort 
doubt IS the fact, then it is impossible for us which I laid down in the early part of my 
to hate been yearly glowing more than we letter, for in addiUon to all the foregc>it|(f 
consume, and of com sc the supposttitious ac- facts, it i^ necessary to take into full and 
enuut of land under the plough, and an an- nous consideiation, t,be augmented andftUgf 
imal suiphis produce of wheat is erioneoiis. menting expences of thoki'nier, the motm 
— ^The morel consider the piinciples of po- piicool his produce hiw stood still, 
litical economy, tlie more am I convinced of every machine, every b^rp, every artjic(ft qf ^ 
ihc truth of the state.ncnt of Sir James his dead stock, has advanced in proportion m ' 
Stewart, that every man, every body of men, the fall in the value^of ij^ioney. Rent bfti In 
every nation is impelled to active exertion the same pi oportion affi’auced upon httn 
by the feelings of self interest. Now, has iiave the poor rates, so have taxes. At the 
or has not, the interest of the Britibh farmer suggestion of a committee af^tbe House of 
been sufficiently attended to? Has the mo- Commons^ the Board of Agriculture in the 
ney price of his produce been allowed to year 1804, sent circular lettW throUghoof 
keep pace with that ot hi'i expences ? Has be the kingdom, to ascertain tjielciien cxpeoces 
been as well paid for investing his property of ^cultivation, and amount of produce. A 
m agriculture, as he wotfld have been by in- similar inquiry had beed made fourteen years 
vesting it m any undertaking of tnanofac* before, and the result of acompaiison be*^ 
tures or commerce. 1 have nut myself aqy tween ^them is, tliat wdiile the expcncea of^ 
doubt, butjlut he ha^s not been rewarded ; 1 the tarmer have augmented in this short pe« 
have not any doqbt but that ^e price of nod# in the enormous proportion of thirty^e 
grain does not pa> the farmer, |lie nhf ot his per cent.^hia produce has ouly increased idg, 
capital, his labour, and risk. Can any one andhaif per cent. The two last itemapf Me ' 
doubt, bglq|tka{,if agriculture woujd have , increased expenditure claim particular cqi^ 
yielded equal or glbater interest to the QvVoer deration, for hs the {^or rate&are now 
of a capital, than West Indian adventure, or they fall almost entirely upon the wtfjijjlf. 
/ojreigu commerce, capUaliftts would liftvein- For rents or annual value Itebgahnotfei^ 
nfmiStd their property in l|ia maimftetpre qf clusively rated, every other spceiea^ofoapitiftl 
eprq^ fpra faVmer U init‘tath,^noc4h%thftD isst^pesfrom coptiabrhiolKSi^^ ijithe 
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century tint burthett had more than quinm- 
ple4. to. taxes, that oo horses employed^ 
so agficahure^ is a direct tax upon the far- 
and upon him only ; and as the income 
tajt is now levied, that also is a dire<:t tax 
upOv!^ibim 5 for it is not a rate upon his^ In- - 
eome> but beard a fixed proportion to his 
renthi, whet|)er he gains or loses by his 
farfu. Tet this js called a tax upon his in- 
come? The mercantile interest take better 
care of themselves, they have their averages 
bnd 'their allowances for bad debts, not so 
^ijih the feirmer, he has no allowances for 
bad seasons, no average is allowed him for 
variation of profit, from the fluctuation of 
pfjee. Hence it appears to* me, that it is but 
too detain the employment of capital and 
cntetprfjMf in farming, pays an infinitely less 
than their employment in any other 

e it or undertaktng whatever. It remains 
^ to consider the best means of adding to 
the 'profits of the farmer, and thus by the 
eertain, though gradual operation of the 
principle of sdf interest, to prompt him to a 
more perfect and extended cultivation.* 
lythes have oAen been urged as damping 
the ardour of farming enterprise, buf some 
facts are on record, which warrant the con- 
elusion, that at the most tythes have but a 
feeble and partial operation, they have been 

B tbered in every period of our agricultural 
ktory during which a long course of farm- 
ing prosperity has enriched the nation ; and 
Vimerever a supposed cabse has equally exist- 
ed Id two perio&Sf the one prosperous, and 
i^btber calamitous, it does not seem the 
•dSnSdst reasoning to recur to it as the source 
oftb*6 change. I therefore, feel inclined to 
dismiss ty the from my consideration of the 
iittbjectj, as it tends to draw away the mind 
froiA that great and efficient cause, to which 
only the alteration can with any truth be 
attributed. I have already alluded to the 
poor rates and taxes, and concerning then! I 
shall merely observe in addition, that their 
injurious opitarion has been within these 
thirty or forty years, for during the existence 
of the revolution cprn laws, the poor rates 
scarqpjy doubled; but during the modern 
pdriod, they have more than trebled, and the 
taxes 1 have named have been imposed with- 
in the last fifteen years. Inclosures merit 

S ^articttlsf consideration, if they'should be 
breed upon the farmer, it will augment the 
€<^1 of which { am complaining ; but if onl^ 
encouraged by means of facilitating the ob- 
taindnent Of inclosufo bills, the bringing the 
waste* land^ into cultivation will not proceed 
faster than the joint prosperity of the farmef, 
^and the.oqouhtry ^Jhwarrant. loclosurea, 
iitowever1,wfijivc^i)^ be; the effect of such 


prospbrite, than its ftbiltive 
aftbrwarib they ttriU have the eSbpi of 
bolding and perpetuating It. T oball, dt»re« 
fore, postpone tnc further observattens I pro- 
pose to offer you upon theih, until I have 
fully considered the dfSerence between the 
revolution dorn laws, and those of 1773 and 
1791. In doing which 1 shdl endeavour to 
convince you, that to this difference, and to 
this almost alone, should be attributed "the 
danger to which the couiftry is exposed, by 
not producing provisions ^nal to its con- 
sumption ; but to avoid trespassing too 
much upon the pages of your Register, 1 ^ 
will defer this subject to my next letter— \ 
And am, Sir,ydurs, BreiH— E pwaru Wake- 
field.— -DuAe Sirtei, W^estminsier, 4prU 
16 , 1808 . 

ENCLOSURE BILL. ^ 

Sir,- -^I observed in your last fllpster, 
that you stated your objections to a general^ 
Enclosure Bill. It ednaot but be admitted 
that the lands now enclosed might fie culti- 
vated so as Coproduce more than they now 
do. Farms might be better fenced, and bet- 
ter planted, and fallows altogether exploded. 
But, Mr. Cobbett, I beg you to consider that 
there are certain things necessary before a 
farm can be improved, vix. capital, know- 
ledge, and Industry. Numberless people 
now in possession of land, and likely to con- 
tinue 80, have not even one of these requi- 
sites. If an Enclosure Bill was passed, I 
presume that many master manufactqjrefe, 
and those who have hitherto employed their 
capitals in foreign commerce, would turn 
their attention to the cultivation of land, 
which would surely be more beneficial to 
the countiyt than were they to live in.idle- 
ness upon the interest of their money, It 
need not be said that they have not a suffi- 
cient knowledge of agriculture, as with tbe 
assistances now to b^ obtained, a pian With 
capital and industry may soon b^ome a to- * 
lerable good farmer. Rut, Sir, If the legts- 
hitUre to go no farther, tbam to pass az^ 
act'tO'tsnclose opeq^field lands, what an im- 
mense difference this would soon make in 
the food and other article&'brooght to nsar<«» 
bet; for these lauds are from necessity cul<- 
tiVated in the very worst way. 1 ought to 
leave the discussion tff this imporfant subjefcc 
to move able writerii, I trust that Mr, Ar- 
thur Voung and others will not let tbe matter 
rest. But I cannot help j^rfng^e or two 
more remarks. You ask, would a geue^ 
ral enclosure cause more perioiW to be bc«b 
and raised epT^ Witbeut doubt R 
bbt eff tifkore hbd would ilwrdy 

ereha ai^ 



lehqfhtelMAretbe co^ 

•o a« to ocoimon V!i«tr€|to> firom nmAbeiff' 
bearing hard upon the beceaiartea of 
Yon also say, tbat it voiild cme no in- 
crease in the quaUticyof food raised/' I 
cannot think you will coiitinoa to hold this 
opinion, when you consider tbat, the lands 
now waste, by^good managetnent, would 
^ield in the course of a few years, acre for 
acre nearly as. much as the best lands in the 
pountfy. Before yoif make up your mind 
bompletely upon this subject, I recommend 
: to you. Sir, to talia a tour amonffst the 
lendip hills in Somersetshire, vmere 1 
oubt not, if you inquire as to the state of 
[lat county previous^o its enclosure, you 
rill be satisfied of the advantages to ^ de- 
rived from the culture of wastes. But not 
to take up more of yoUr time, 1 shall only 
add, that were a General Enclosure Bill to 
be passed, little advantage I think would ac- 
crue from the division of wastes into small 
portions j but, on tbe other band, if divided 
into farms of from one to three hundred 
acres, the benefit to the nation ^freuld be be- 
yond all calculation.-— —I am. Sir, &€.-■ ■■ 
M. H.-— ilfarcA 14, 1808- 

WOODCOCtlS Asro SNIPES. 

Sir,— H owever I may differ from you 
on certain political measures, I have ever 
considered you, as a true champion for the 
just rights and liberties' of the people j and, 
under this impression, venture to oBer you 
my sentiments, on the intention of ministers 
to comprehend in the list of game, wood- 
cocks and snipes ^As a measui^p of revenue, 
it appears to me extremely absurd | for, as 
both ttroodcocksand snipes, are birds difficult 
‘ to shoot, it cannot be supposed that a quali- 
fied person, who is a good shot, would re- 
strict himself solely to £ose birds, when by 
taking a licence, be would have a much 
greater scope of amusement ^ and might ea- 
sily rdbay himself tbe expence of it, by kil- 
ling other game. As a proof of this, I know 
several gentlemen in my neighbourhood, 
whose servants in tbe sppee of one month, 
sell more hare skius alone, than would nay 
for q licence -f-Was this boaSt;ed country (al- 
. Ways depicted as overflowing with resources) 
in so despiarate a situation^ as to require the 
paltry augmentation which this measure 
cottld effect ; would it*not be better, to allow 
unqualified persons the liberty they have hi- 
therto em^ed, on paying a certain annual 
jeum for this permission ; say 2s. Gd, or even 
per annum i tbat this tax would be more 
lirmetive, there cmiiiot be a doubt; god it 
wbiM etso give more general iddsfact!^ p 
flpj^iifdtiesfhr kihingganiew^^rfepiqisi 



lit jPl ftme' 

thetev cduM bp' 

mafiteCs Would as i 

those birds, so that those _ 

not leiaurev or sktU to procure them, 
occasionally enjoy little dainties. But^lk 
now appears, Mr. Cobb^t, thatsuch defies > 
morsels are not Bating %r the middle ana 
lower classeaof Englishmen; yet those are 
the people who are tofight our battles ; shofW 
are the people, who ground almost to oostby ' 
tbe taif gatherer, are called on In the mm 
breath, to relinquish one of their few and 
Innocent amusements, and to shed their hud 
drop of blood in preserving inviolate, our 
free and most excellent consfitutioo. Jc mq|r. 
be asserted, tbat many persons under jpra^ 
tenM of shooting these birds destroy otber * 
game; and, it Is therefore, necessary toybt; 
a stop to such practice by the law in ques« ’ 
tion. To such persons I beg to answer, that", 
in spite of this intended regulation, an un* 
qualified free Englishman, will still be pep> 
mitted to shoot sparrows ; nay, more, dockq, 
&c. Therefore the same pretence will exist 
in full vigour, notwithstanding this new act 
of the legislature.— Where then, Mr. Cob- 
bett, are we to look for the reasons of iti 
adoption. Is it that our nobility, and rkh ^ 
commoners, are alone worthy of slaying and 
eating woodcocks and snipes; is it tbat a 
late route of my Lady Pentweadles, them 
wbs a deficiency of those delicacies. Or, i# 
it intended as a measure to reimbnrie thq 
Treasury, for the grant so late^ }ipsiomi oa 
tbe family of poor Lord Lake ?— Kot being 
an adept in tbe learned languam, immy of 
your learned readers, may dwbtless, cri^an 
tbe subject, Janguage, and style of tbif 
ter ; should you, Sir, hoWever, thipk it io- 
telligible to the plainer part of your readpri, 
and not altogether unwdrtby of your notice ; 
you will oblige me by insertiogit in your va- 
ludble Register. — 1 am, Au Evg- 

MY TO Oppression. 


^ WOODCOCKS AND SNIPES. 

Sir -I beg leave to return you my 
sincere thanks for tbe v(ry great pleasure I 
have often received from tbe reading Voi|r 
useful and entertaining pspar, of which { 
am a pretty constant reader, and^ in gencK 
ral, an admiitr. * I confess, that, esteemkw 
you a inpn of great penetration and soimS 
judgment, I felt some apprehension for the 
fare of my dear country, from your staUb 
ment of iMydiuation and ciroujinstaiicaa ; 
but, I amn|ipy to inform you, my 6m 
and apprehensions are all entirely done ewsg 
by the cirenmstance ofjl^ cbanc^ellur 0f> thf 
exchequer ffaving |astn9W hrypg ^ ift a h^l 
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tlme^ It p^ave lessened my fears, biit 

' ■ ^MdqcHlkatre removed tlxein j but, ivhen 
one so high in office amusing himself in 
jafthing' of such very little consequence, I 

B ifais) ’perfectly at ease as to any clanger of an 
vasion. Mu. Cobbelt, I am nc^t ambitious 
in print, and yet I conld wish 
Jtbis i^etter to be publislied, to convinrje this 
lljpstart, selt-created emperor, with what 
j^mtempt we look upon his- menaces 5 and 
ib&t, whilst he is threatening us with invasion, 
aubjugatioH, and all the horrors of extermi- 
nation, we arc smilingly contcmphijng the 
^^dditjonal pjeasure our sportsmen will enjoy 
In the next shootijig season. — As I am jiol a 
man of learning, perhaps 1 may not know 
' the true meaning of the w'ord patriot ; ** 
if I do, I can, with* great truth, subscribe 
myself— A True Patriot. 


OFFICIAL PAPEUS. 

SwEOEtr . — Answer of Sweden to the Danish 
Dtclaration of IFar,, Dated Stockholm, 
Mar^h 21, lb08. 

The court of Denmark had made an 
illiance with France, was pn'pared to receive 
french troops in it.s comitry, collected trans- 
port vessels in its port, fitted out nil its ships 
in the sciad of Copenhagen, to cover a 
Wehch expedition against Sweden, and then | 
issued a declaration of war. Dcnma»k ac- 
^’Clised Sweciqn of befng the cause of this 
'Tuptiire, because she did not make her 
c^mplii^ients of condoltrnce on tlie loss of I 
aet'Qeet, because she would not co-ojjeratc 
to avenp that humiliation, and especially 
because she sought aid from England against 
such ap aggression.— The reUttions of the 
bing with his neighbouring power were 
those of a simple pe.ace. There was nei- 
ther alliauce, nor any convention whatever 
which traced out for the tWo courts any 
common course for their political conduct; 
therefore when Sweden, Russia, and Prussia 
fongbt in conjunction agaibst France, Dln- 
foark, nnder ib« ^hade of her neutrality, 

. apppared the friend of all. The king [wit- 
ttt?ssing this system, and convinced by some 
explanations, demanded in the course of 
tbe^ear i%og, of the ioijlos|ibinty of ob- 
t^ipioga change favourable to Sweden, could 
Wt entmain a hope that the navid force'Of 
could ever be useful to biinx nh 
the contrary, aftef the peace of Tilsit, he 
bisfd fvery.rreason to . fear tbj^^tKesuft- 
of ,Riissia and FvaiWi^; it might tie 
turned against him. His majesty, 
to observe a 


lileuce reM^toiheeyeutb^H 

Wsvlciittfy.lasiab^^ leaving fd 
Epgiapd and futp^y to -justify theun.— It if 
to tnuh, h(}we>*er, to declare, that the 
cofartof L^don did not invite Sweden to 
take paf-t in this'expedition, nor conned it 
to hertiUthe moment of Hs being carried 
into execution. Therefore, not $)e least 
movement wastnade in Sweden ,pn this ocv 
casion. , The English fleet arrived and de- 
parted without ciiterong into any port of 
Sweden, and the auxiliary troops, embarketf 
in Pomerania, were ^tored in virtue of ? 
separate article in the -convention concludf'ii 
at Loudon, relative to this object, on toe 
lytliof June, I 807 , when certainly iherj 
was as yet no referJIcc to this expedition. 
The f:llowing is the' article: — It is fully 
understood, that, in that unforeseeii 
“ circumstances should render impracticable 
the object of this convention, or that hia 
Britannic majesty should find it ueceasary-^ 
** to withdraw the, s|id troops (the Germaiv 
‘‘ legion) from Swedish Pomerania, the 
siipnlaijdu of this convention shall in no 
** manner prevent his Britannic majesty 
from giving such orders as he may judge 
proper with respect to the ulterior dispo- 
sition of these troops which itre now 
placed under the orders of his Swedish 
piajcsty,” — The court of London haf 
since fully' jndified this enterprize, and the 
experience of every day justifies it. Nnme^ 
roiKs French armies remained in lower Saxo- 
ny and over-awed the north. There were 
stilt nation's to subjugate, ports to shut, and 
forces to direct against. -England. They 

were to penetrate at any rate: they would 
have acted iii any case and under aiiy prer 
tence that might have offered. At present 
it is the expedition against the Danish fleet 
which is the rallying word of* the .-whol« 

I league. What is r,cmarkable lhat the 
Danish government, already be^t by French 
troops, overpowered, impelled, and eyci| 
paid by France, issues a declaration , of war 
against Swed^, without daring even 
ntoe tlte powpr wbiqH' forces it to act, ,>lt 
seeks with erobartassm^nt grievances and 
reasons to to have bad in this' deter- 
niinatlQD a will of its' own. It cites tWk re- .. 
monstrances of Sweden against Uie,. arrest', 
of the Swed^h ituMlMVvisxatious,’ while in 
k$ severity against l^glish. correspsondeint^j;; 
it would not sufler it tp {jjixiss aQeprdtn|[lp 
treaty, and declares -that it, is^|ieripbsly . 
obliged to take these measutea, pi^eten.£ 
to know the tbougbts. of jlie king,, /aw . 
imagines them hostile, though > 

montlis U^bad concerted an aggressiiihl^^^ ' 
Sweden. \ Tt fti^ctchds to reason .oa 


terasts of the cootjitij* tnou^ it hm^abao* 
doned ita own int^t$>,ana evtmiUe|ila«' 
tence, to a foreign ipfluence. In j|ne, it 
repionches Sweden with having provided 
for lier defence by a subsidiary treaty^ though 
it^Jf IS paid for an aggression; and then 4 
pionounres, though indeed with a kind of 
. timidity, the word mercenary, wflich the 
government that pays it had probably dictat- 
ed toit^ — It lb proposed here to render to his 
Britannic nldjesty the most authentic solemn 
testimony, that in all ^is transactions with 
Sweden he never demanded offensive mea- 
s ires ; npr required any thing that was not 
perfectly compatible with its tranquillity and 
independence. 1 he most convincing pi pof 
of tins IS the promptitude with which bis 
ministry acceded to the pioposition or the 
kmg for the pacification of the Baltic, by a 
fpimal promise not to send thith^i any ships 
oi war, but on conrlitions useful and ho- 
nourable to all the north. Let the Danish 
government read in this proposition the com- 
plete refutation of (he cofti plaints of which 
the manifesto against Sweden is composed , 
and in the moments wIk n it shall tetuin it- 
self, let it compare the st itt of: things which 
the king fias desiied with that which France 
pud Russia wish, l^t all the ilhes of France 
lead in this consent of England the difiercnce 
between the connections which unite the 
two courts and those which enchain them, 
and let them pronounce on which side is to 
be found a due regard for pai ticular inlerests, 
and a just model ation for the gencial good — 
iJenmaik herself has been, during a long 
tune, the object ot this moderation, and did 
not cease to be so till ^he became absolutely 
dangerous. When the north was outiaged 
by the devastation of lower Saxony, the 
Vppiession of the Hanseatic towns,' whni 
did she 4 ;o avenge them ^ Sweden, England, 
and ^Roasia made war for this object 5 but 
no One thougbt of foicing Denmark to take 

K rt Ai it. She was the ally of Russia, 
en, as tu'ell as at present ; why did she not 
embrace bejr cause ) What could she then 
allege for her tranquillljty that Sweden can- 
not aDbgO i AU tbfs is explained by 
the ti^hicb endeitv^oors to con- 

cea^^tnaflbe ia t|t peiieht undef the in- 
fluence of iltuj iVetfiOT' government. 
Eii|bind fbfioweei Ibe principled' of this ene* 
Ry* would dpt bave waited the'monient 
of tier Surrender to disarm her, she would I 
hatre invaded her 'Hevetal years befoie; she I 
would have guarded her, and alf this with a 
view to the good of the north. — Her ancient I 
with Russia is made a pretext «for 
Agjjtetsion, though all the world knows 
thrt* it ft merely' defensive, and thot*it 
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not to make aM mods of assertions; dan0 
to defend the hycistice of Russia, and be<f 
trays a premeditated plot j and all ibis it ddl|| 
to concel the chief| nay, only reason, which 
is— tluit Denmark is the ally of France.— 
But injustice and falsehood nnd their en^$ 
honour and truth will triumph in their Yum* 
His majesty, relying on the justice of hit 
cause, hopes, with conscious pnde of reign- 
ing over a brave and loyal people, so oftep 
tried by dangers, and held up by theAl- 
mighty, that the same Providence will vouch*- 
safe to bless his army, and restore to hia 
subjects a safe and honourable peace, to the 
contusion of his enemies. 

Russia and Sweden.— —Z n/sreepferf Cor- 
respondence,Jound upon ihe Person qf the 
Russian Conner, 

The irruption of the Russian troops into 
Finland, and the incendiary proclamation! 
ciiculated m the province, were al/eady 
known to the king, though the minister of 
Russia, M. Alopeus, bad not yet made any 
communication that could pa\e the way for 
such intelligence, and no couriers nor dis- 
patches from the Swedish ambassador at Pe« 
tersburgh had arrived since those eveots.— * 
Considering, therefore, that minister as de- 
pii\ed of his public quality by the insidious 
aggression of hi^ court,® as a aangerous cne* 
my, by the revolutionary puhciplcs with ” 
which that aggression was accompanied, and 
as a hostage tor the ambassador, whose li- 
berty had in all probability been violated, 
his majesty ordered, on the 2d of March, 
that a military guard should be stationed 
with Mi, Alopeus — This pleasure, which, in 
every other circumitance, would have been 
extrqmely repugnant to the Wog, has been 
fully justified by the event * a courier for 
Petersburgh arrived at Scyneldskar on the 
22d, and set out on the 2|8th of February by 
Toinea, for Stockholm, having been arrest- 
ed on the yth of Marchji, a mile from Hgr^ 
nosand, with the following dispatches: ^ 

No. 1 — Sir; the barbn de Stedingk has 
transmitted to me, on the gth of Jan., an 
official note (of which jl herewith send yon 
a copy), m answer to rpine of the of 
Nov, Its contents not being more satisfao-^ 
tory than the preceding official communit]^ 
lion of that ambassador, with respect to wbajt 
an august master expecte'sd, fdj f 4bing mom * 

, — ■ . .y' 

(a) To what hi, imperial/ ygertf ha 4 de- ‘ 

nwndH — Yf«-f V* * 



was to bo No. H.r-Oopx of a Note from <b« SwoAW 

»tan6«i ao'Mjfm a eorreipoAdeiice Amtaiiador^ Baron Steditij;k, to thoM^ 
mrhich Ikth atm^ more tnan fbar Oitter, Count de Roman aoff« dated d^b 

fitomhs, and produced tm theempe- ( 2 Ist) igif Jan 1808. 

ror bet molved to tnue the declaration The king having already oommunicatea 

inbich you will dndberewitbi in order to to the Court of St. Petersburgh, manager to 

41eetrtktn definitively the resolutions of the the Note of the 24th Sept. (Oct. 6,) hi® opt* 

oodrt of Stockholm.— Though I shall trans- nion on the present position of the North, 

mit this declaration to baron Stedin^, the and the difficulty of applying it to the cn?. 

Oteppror directs you. Sir, to communicate it gagementsof 1 780, bis majesty had some hope 

to the ministry of his Swedish majesty, of gaining the assent ef his imperial majesty, 

will observe to them on this occasion, to the evidence of these statements. Tlie 

that it still depends on the king to preserve slightest glance at the circumstances of that 

f ood harmony between the two States fej, time and those of the present, seem sufficient 

[qt that the most essential interests of Rus- to shew their immense disparity? and the 

ala do not allow his imperial majesty to ad- Cabinet of St. Petersburgh ought not to he- 

l^t, iathe present situation of afiairs, the sitatemore than any other to pronounce on 

least doubt bf the disposition of Sweden with which side was the preponderance at that 

yegard to Russia have the honour to time, and on which side it is at present. — 

b0, &c.— Count Nicolas de Romanzoi f. Russia, the principal support of the conveiV- 
$t. Petersburg, Feb. 5, (17) 1808. tion of 1/80, was the first to abolish it in 

Tb Mr. jilopeMS. J803. If it was at her invitation that Swe- 

■ — den acceded to the new system. Under her 

tic sea? but to what he expected perhaps — auspices she was then reconciled to England; 

No — If he expected from Sweden what he however, contiacted direct engagements 
had himself granted to France, the sacrifice that power, which, according to the 

of his interests and his independence. rules of public morality, she thinks herself 

(bj The fear of the English must have obliged to observe, while the other contract* 

been very pressing; notwithstanding ap ex* ing party shall not infringe the engagement 

traordinary delay of the English mails, the on Hs part.— The armed neutrality of 1780 

answer of England arrived at Stockholm on being once abandoned, the shutting of the 

the Ifith of March, still a long time before Baltic ^a, founded in the concert and com* 

« maritime expedition in the Gulf of Fin- mon armaments which it stipulated, appear* 

land was physically The court of ed the less to regard Sweden, as since the 

Rweden acceded to the proposition, consent, time of the last convention, there has existed 

td not to disturb the tranquility of the Baltic, in this respect neither concert nor even uni- 

if Sweden were left at peace.— Thus, there ty of principles, among the powers on the 

might still exist in the world a peaceful and shore of this sea. And this shutting, which, 

happy corner; Russia would not permit it. at the time of the declaraCton, signified pro* 

It remains to be seen, whether her insidious perly the defence of tlie Sound, h at pretent 

mvHsions of Finland will protect her coasts become much more dif^ult to be executed, 
fiom the English fleets. since the English have found the passage of 

fej The Russian army must have entered the Great Belt very practicable abipa of 

Finknd before the declaration coaid Jiave war, and still more since the Danish aoanne 
beeDdelivered,mudimorebeforethearfivalof no longer exista.-^n general, a change inf 
an answer. Yet have they still the impudence the pr^iples of neiitraltte adopted in the 
to talk of good harmony. What was expect- imt instaiM, wc^d not only be centmry to 
teffromthe king was in fact so illegal, so tj^saMstingengagenientsoftiiftking,^- 
humiliating, that whoever knew the diarac- mnteei by Kuaria wettelf. Jt nfouM pirn- 
ter of his majesty; could never expect that bly bo m ito efibdl; ^ jraMcing any 
he would comply willingly. The prince change in the priocipjaa of dnrihg 

Royal of Denmark has been highly extolled * the war; it c^ eplj tend to n 

for having refused to treat with England, if* rupture btoteeCo the tw6 italtoi tosdtei to 

ter hostilities; yet has this been proposed to the ally of Russia, hurtfid perb^ to bar* 

the king. Contradictions, absufcKtiet, and self, apd ceVtaiAlyrqinoua to Rut 

Msehood, are the ordinary attendants of in* ^tfi this attaefatnapt to bia eng^EcmauU^ 

justice. - — 

(dj There was already nodonbt of the hitn what was intended by Uio armaments of 
di^sitiou of the king. Every thing was on RuIVta on the frontiers ?, And inforpted hito 
the footing of peace till the 2d February, tlwt he Wfn obliged to pbebbiito^ 
when Ao M. Alej^ to ask of tMtope on bii iiide^ 


jiflj/, rnttiai 

tW kfaiff is ndi iassis^bte to ilM|.0ilvaotiy;es 
of the fmficatio'n of the Baltic*^ h is possible 
that England might consent ncnttHili- 
tyof that sea; that she might promise not 
to sendlhttheritmrshipsofwarf if the measure 
adopted against Brttjsn eommerce, through* 
out almost all the coasts of the Baltic, did 
«not provoke her armaments, or if new hos^ 
tilitle8*didnot call on her to act as an auxili- 
ao*.--TThis is a poigt of view, at least, 
which appears to unite the commercial in- 
terests of the w^hole North $ and which the 
court of St. Petersburgb will, perhaps, find 
sufficiently impoitant to merit its particular 
attention. — It is in these terms that the un- 
dersigned ambassador extraordinary of bis 
majesty the king of Sweden has received 
orders to reply to the note which his excel- 
lency count Roman xoff has addressed, of 
the date 16-28 of November, and which he 


EE 


igutliitain the prlnclpiQ^ that the Bshk & 
dose sea, and to guarantee that aea ajo^d t| 


bitrnrily to the eng^etnents of his two prot 
decessor^ tacitlv invalidating those whi^ 
he has contracted himself; The state of war 
in which his Imperial majesty finds himsdif 
with England, naturally brought wiffi ft fab 
abolition of any existing convention with 
that power. Sweden was not at all cqo« 
cerned in this war, that which Was stipulated 
in 1801, between her and Bisssia oh tba 
one side, and between her and England oil 
the other,' might and ought equally snbsHt so 
long as the ^ing was at peace with both 
powers.— ^By a simple decision. Rnsshi 
renounce the convention of ibol uw 
Sweden, for then very maritime convenfSm 
was abolislied, and things naturally returned 


hastened to transmit to his court. He pro- 
fits by this opportunity tp renew to count 
jRomanzofC the assurances of his high con- 
sideration — St Petersburgb, S-Cbi Jan. 1808. 

No. I|I. — ^Tbe emperor, justly* indignant 
when he learned the violence which Eng- 
land had committed against the king of Den- 
mark, faithful to his own character, and in 


to the state in which they were, previous to 
1780, every one composing his sy^item of 
neutrality according to his own principles of 
the law of nations —By a double decision, 
at present Russia suppresses the convenUoii 
last concluded, and re-establishes the two for- 
mer, which are diametrically opposite to (t ; 
and finds a cause for war in the refusal of 


the spirit of that constant solicitude which 
he feels for the pieservation of the interests 
of bis empire, informed the king of Great 
Britain that he could not remain insensible 
to this outrage, this unexampled spoliation, 
which England has permitted herself against 
a king, his relative, his friend, and the 
ancient ally of Rjassia His imperial 
majesty communicated this determination to 
the king of Sweden by a note, which was 
i,^fransmitted to his ambassador on the 24rh 
of Sept , 1807. — A positive ttbsty, cootract- 
ikl in by the empress Catherine and 
tlie late king, Gustavus Itl., a second con- 
cluded in 1800 by the late emperor Paul and 
Che king who reigns at present contain- 
er) Theso sentiments of his imperldl ma- 
jesty thwards relatives, friends, andT allies, 
teem for a moment onoomMing, as^they 
m all titles applicable to Ipd king only a 
iew months %o, and whieh he has not since 
*done arnr thing to forfeit. * 

(f) Ine sense of an^ article of a treaty has 
often been disputed, and its application con**^ 
tested; but never has a recent convention/ 
fcraedly concluded and ratified, beenpamd 
over in silence, to cite anterior engagements, 
evidently annulled by it; the cabinet of 
Phtersburgh refers to the convention pf if 80 
tu4 I80Q{, concluded against England, fmd 
fi^silent with respect to that of iSQi, con* 
ctoded whh her. The emperor returns ar« 


the king of Sweden to yield to this despo- 
tism. But let us see in what manner Bnssut 
wishes to re-estabKsh the armed neutrality* 
Pretending, that Sweden ought to exclude 
from the Baltic even English naerebant shipsj 
she reproaches her wifli having wished that' 
the ports of Germany should be open to 
English commerce. The following is 'the 
separate article I. of this famous conveutioo, 
and let any one judge whether count Ro* 
manzoiF had read it : — As his iniperijd 
** majesty of all t’le Russias, and his majos^ 
ty the king of Swedcai, are always equal- 
ly interested in wfitebing over the trao-' 
** quillity and safety of , the Baltic spa, and 
«« .protecting ir from troubles of wpr, 
** and the cruising<i of plHvateers ; a system 
the more just and natural, as all the-pow- 
ers, the dominions of which surround it, 
enjoy a profound pcepo ; they have mu-* 
tually agreed to continue to maiotaMi, 
that it is a close sea, incontesnbty such by 
its local situation, in which ail nations 
may and ought to navigate in peace^ and 
enjoy all the advantages of a perfect calm g 
** and toCakefor that purpose all such mea* 
** sures as may be proper to guarantee that 
sea and its coasts, from all hostilUi^, 
** piracies, and acts of violence, TbPywill 
likewise maintain the tranquillity m ihn 
** North Sofb un their coasts, as fiir 
cumstanca and tkirataMMi 

** shall render it nmiaary^VMn 


* 


leasts frofft All hbiOlity> violence, aodvexa- supreme law, not to leave atiy. longer (he 
tion, enijHoyiug for this purpose all the co-operation of Sweden with ftusiia and 
means whicn might be in their power. His Denmark against England an uodecidedques- 
impenAl majesty, considering these two trea- tion.-^TIie emperor being informed that the 
titt, not only conceived himself entitled, but cabinet of St. James’s, endeavouring to re- 
tlought he ^d a right, to claim Iheco-ope- attach Dl^nmark to its system by fear, had 
of Sweden against England.— The threatened that the king of Sweden should 
mug did not deny the engagements which send troops into Zealand, in tetqrn for 

SaWe been referred to, but he refused all co- which the possession of Norway should be 

S ition so long as the French armies secured to him : ^he emperor lea’inlng, 
d not be removed from the coasts of the in like manner, that when the king left him 
Baltic, and the German ports be shut against without an answer, he was secretly treating 
British commerce. The object was to ex- for an’alliance at London fpj j his majesty 

prfcss the violence committed by England, found, that the interest of his empire would 

and which bad irritated all Europe. The be very ill secured, if, when the struggle 
emperor demanded of the king his co-opera- should commence between England and 
tiou, founded on these treaties, and that mo- i^ussia, the kingjof Sweden, so near to 'his 
HttlK^h proposed to him, in answer, to defer states, should veil for a time, <^nder the ap-*. 
the execution of treaties to another period, pearance of a pretended neutrality, the sen- 
;Emd to employ himself at present in procu- timents of a known attachment to England, 
ring to England the commeice of all the His imperial majesty could not leave in un- 
porta in Germany j in one word, to serve certainty the positions of Sweden witli re- 
that same England, against whom the ques- gard' to Russia. He could not, by conse- 
tion was to take measures of defence, fg ) — quence, adrSit his neutrality.— The disposi- 
It is consequently difficult to prove more tions of the king being ascertained, nothing 
folly the partiality of the king of Sweden remained fur his imperial majesty but to have 
for the king of Great Britain than he has recourse, without delay, to all the means 
himself established it.— His imperial ma- which Providence had confided to him foj 
jesty caused a second note to be transmitted for the security of his empire •, and of this 
on the .iG^th of November, by which, slat- he informs (p) the king, and all Europe,— 
jng to the king that he was about to break Acquitting himself thus of what the safety 
with England, he again claimed his co-ope- of his empire requires of him, the emperor 
fAtion. (h) — This qpte remained nearly is ready to convert the measures which he is 
two mouths V'ithoiit an answer, and that al:^iit to take into a measure of pi udence, if 
sfrhich was given, and transmitted to the the king will join Russia and Denmark, in 
ministers of his imperial majesty, on the order to shut the Baltic against England till 
J>th of this month, was similar to the pre- a maritime peace. He invites, for* the last 
ceding, — The emperor, far fiom lime, the king bis brother-in-law, and with 
repenting of his moderation, reflects all the warmth of trae friendship (q), no 
with pleasure, that he had hitherto etiv longer to hesitate to fulfil his engagement*^ 
ployed all the means m his power in and to adopt the only system which is adapt- 

endeavoors to recal liis Swedish majesty to » , ’ — ■■■ - - - 

the only system which is suited to his states Cabinet ot St. Petersburgh as warding’ off 
fhj 5 but, it) tine, he owes to his i^eople, to from the ports of Bussia all danger from the 
the 'safety of his empire flj, which is bis English fleet/ that it is not unreasonable to 

suppose that it was some other fear hy which 

fgj This question does not regard Swe- it was |mpell#d^ perhaps that of the entrance 
deft, which was at peace with England. of a Franeh into Russia. r 

fhj The armed neutrality no longer bind- fhij False re^rt^ of Mr. Rist 5 and Mr. 

ing her, there was no other treaty, conven- Cgnning, who lias a copy of the cobference* . 

tion, or promise, by which she was bound. Will prove that it waa Mr. Hist asked 
fij This note, which is given entire above,, ^ Whether Sweden was to co-operate, and who 
was, however, such, that count Romanzoff , took silence for an ^rmative. 
did not ^Dtinue to cite a word of it] fearing 00 I ke Iting had no Other than defensive 
to bring to mind the convention of ISDI, , conneeflens, and they were innocent; exioept 
and the conciliatory proposltibu of the king, in the eyes of the aggressor. 

ffrj According to the principles generally faj See the proclamations in Finland^ 

received,’ it was for the king himself to judge fpj After the aggression. , , 

with respect to this. * Ofj Troops having already hnterAd, jarif" 

ft) It the bvasion of proclamatioiTs been diatrtbnted In tka 

Fmlaiid really considered by the try. 


ed X6 Ibe idteresU df tt^efiowera of the north. 
Whflt^ in4eed» had gamed tance Its 

monarch h$s adhered to the interests of l^ng* 
land ^ cootd afflict *tbe empe 

ror of iRusaia so much as tp see Sweden and 
KossTa disunited , and it still d^pen^^ on his 
Swedish majesty to take, but mimedmely, 
^nch a pari as iray pitstrve the luo states 
in an fntnuate alliance^ and in peticct hat- 
Hiony.. fsj • 

No. IV.— Sir ; I have puntlu dl) leceiv- 
ed the diiferent dispatches }Ou have address^ 
ed to me^ well by the post as by the 
i*ielil*Jtagei Rattinsky, and latieily by the 
chainbeilain. Cent de Pahkn 1 tender, 
Sn, all justice to your greit activity, and 
zeal toi the service, and 1 shall do mjself a 
real pie vure in appreciating them pioperJy 
ta the emperor I he tesenpt which you 
will bud mcloiied, and theinsigiin of the or- 
der of St VlodHnii, which his iiuj end m i- 
I es ty Ihs deigned to cont^i upon yt»u, will 
prove to you, that he is ptilMiI) sa ivUtd 
with the manner in whidivoujinc sctvfd 
him —Iiom the veiysinceic i itol whuh 
1 lik< in jour Concerns, 1 will also coidide 
to jou, lual however bulliant the icstiiiioiiy 
of his favour, whrch the emperoi Ins this daj 
given to you, may be his niunificeabe U jou 
Will not be bounded bj it His majestj pio- 
poses also to add to vou* incomo ai d 1 hne 
reason to believe, that as soon as jou ariive 
here VO I will obtain the tent of an estate 
(At undo) Ihc empcior his been very well 
saltshcd with the lists of the Swedish fleets, 
which you have sent me, and 1 expect, wiih 
impatience, ine aciounls which you have 
promised me respecting the Lnd faices and 
the inlcnoi of the country — At the piescnt 
moment, information of this kind is more 
necessaiy than ever, and you will yourself 
feel, Sii, what an impoilant seivice von will 
render to his iippenai majesty, in procuring 
the most exact accounts pc^sible If you 
should want propel oppottdnities for for- 
wai ding them, you will keep ^hem by you, 
and brtlig them yourself, in cUse of your at 
any lime quitting Sweden ---To judge from 
all ftjlpcarancea, it fieems difficult to avoid a 
most complete ruptoie with fhat power, 
•but rffl that fakes place, you will remam dt 
yoor pobt>* and continue the same line of coa* 

frj What his Russia gamed since its mo- 
ftarebbas adhered to the luteiests of franco’ 
have Germany, Spain, and Italy 
^med > 

fy What would theft becomSf of the If 
jtelby of ffle Fuls and the diet of Abo, which 
promised m the uafne of 
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duct yoo him UAerfo observed j bat 
prbpdf fliat, without Wfectiog to prepetw^ 
\t, yM sboidd neverth^ess &ld yourself iip 
readiness to depart ihe^tnomeat cirmtmtslb’^, 
ces require it regaidto the precautkM'^ 
nece^bary to be taken respecting jour 4^ 
phers, andifte archives of jourmlssibn, t 
capnot, wjdiout doubt, do betfuf than tru|t 
to jour own prudence. I ahafl not feiwaidi 
to Raron de Stedingk till some days afler tha 
departure of this Conner ; aud as I directed 
you in ray ostens ble dispatch to comUjURn^ 
cSte this declaration to the Swedish 
I think It necessarj to warn you, Sir, 
tike ihis step before you lave sent^ofF ytm' 
courier to M de Lisakenwttscb, with tbH; 
packet inclosed, to his addiess , and I think 
ir will be proper to tell this counter thai 
tune to quit the Swedish frontiers.- 
It IS, then, that you are to place the de- 
claintton in question* in the bands, of Ba» 
ion De Clirtubeim, and insist, with tbit 
lomister, uptn a defimiivc answer fiom HiO 
kiop;, in Older to send if us by the utuni of 
the sime ciuiici whuh I c\[>cdite, and 
winch }<m will send bick to me as soon a* 
po^sil Ic — Jhe expel 11 nee of the pa'»l is Of 
c»*itain St urity to me, that, m the fmpor*^ 
tint connu Sion with which you are at 
piesct t charged, jou will spare no pains tw 
ipsvvcr the conftdcnce with which nis ma- 
le stj has so justly honoured you— 1 haver 
ihe honour to be,— C oum NunoLiU’ 
DF Romanzoip— T oW d'Alqi^eus, Stock*^ 
holm 

No V — Site — persons tbihk 
Baron Armteidt, hcde sattsfted with tbR 
manner m which he is treated by the 
of ^wedtn, may perhaps be disposed sty'’ 
quit entirely the court of Stockholm; as)^ 
reality he is not a Swode, but a n n ive of 
Finland, he may perhaps bO gamed ovdi;^ 
whtf:h,uUhe present situai ion of would 
be of great iniportanee to us On ttiw 
account, before you quit Sweden, jou will 
kee the propriety of toundmg the sen** 
timents of M. Armfeldc.— If hq shontdi bW 
incnned to be open with j'ou, vocr wcU not 
qeglect to disems matteis In deUil, ev^ 
w iihont entering into any positive obltgit{otf; 
JOU will coiifme yourself to the letting him 
sec all the advantages which m ly roo^tRatt^ 
hill ambuion Yuu will grentty obhge me^ 
Sir, by infmediately apprising me what ntitW 
be the result of vonr proofing on thw 
suDjeci (t) Knowing your eqperieftpef 

(r) The whole of this is tbt 
Misolencw. tlargn a'AimfeldCft^tgr 
impatiem of inaetivite foi: e siMTejpaa»av 
at a er iris so dmgerdua lo fiis It ^ 
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bo 9 inei 8 ^(v) I need not observe to you how 
essendal it is that this kind of negociatioo 
should be carried on in such a manner that 
you do not commit yourself, and in this 1 
reckon entirely qporr yo»ii prudence,— I 
h^e the honour to be, &c. — L e Comte 
I^icoLAs OE Romavzoff.— St. Peters- 
burg, Feb. 5, 1808 

No. VI.— Sir— laent you, in due course, 
copies of the two notes which I caused to be 
transmitted on the 24th September, and )6th 
November, to the Swedish ambassador, as 
well as his reply to the first. Herewith I 
transmit to you the one which lie addressed 
to me on the Qlh of January, also the second 
Ifou will see. Sir, that the contents of his 
nbte in no ways answers the immediate 
demands which our master has made to 
engage the king of Sweden to take measures 
in common with the thiee other noitbem 
powers, to defend the Baltic (n) against the 
attempts of England i his impenal majesty 
has, therefore, determined to make a decla- 
ration, in order to assuie himselt of the 
real disposition of his neighbour, the king 
of Sweden ; you Mill receive, herewith, a 
copy of this declaration , T will not send it 
to baron do Stedingk until some days after 
the departure of this corn ter. In the mean 
time I will confidentially make it known to 
M. Le Baron de Blomc j you will also com- 
municate it to the minister of bis Danish 

ihlse that he has either been ill tieatedor 
discontented." ** He is no subject of the 
king, since he is a native of Swedish Fi i 
*land.** What an inference, even befoio 
the war! To gain him over will be an 
important acquisition * fiattoi his ambition^’ 
~(such IS the language) You, Spnngpoi- 
tvn, Knoring, Haselstrom — traitois of every 
description, now speik. Was it ever m 
the power of the empeior to alleviate your 
remorse by offices and cmolumems ^ Cohld 
these protect you ftom the contempt and 
execration of every honest man, even m 
Russia itself’ 

(v) It is this very expeiience that justifies 
the nieasmes of the king with regard to 
M* Alopeus. 

(») In all these places the guarantee of 
the Baltic has no sense, unless it means to 
secure Cronstadt and Revel fiom the fate of 
Copenhagen. Russia, the ally of England, 
is alone fo have the privilege of summoning 
fleets into the Baltic, without a word being 
said of dosing the passage ; but no sooner 
does she quarrel with England, than she 
cries out for help to shut it. 


majesty, and also the last note of the Swedish 
ambassador. You will observe, on this 
occasiofi, to M. Le Count de Berostorif, 
that the etrtperor will take every measure m 
his power eventually to defend Denmark 
and to serve her cause. His imperial majesty 
rests In (he firm hope, that this monarch 
will, on his parr, pi ess the king of Sweden 
to unite with them, and if he will not^ that 
he will take part openly against him ; that 
he will pursue, with kctii ity, the prepara- 
tions for war, proceed without Joss of time 
in all the measures necessary relative to it, 
and that ha will cordially join all his efforts 
to those of Russia (w ) — 1 have the honour 
to be, — ^I'he Count Nicolas de Roman- 
ZOFF. — St. Petersburg, Feb 5, 1808. — ^To 
Mr. Dc Lisakewitscb, Copenhagen. 

Local 'bAiLiTiK'—^ AhHjaa of Lord 
Castlereagk*t Local Mililia BilL 

The 1st enacting clause, empowers his 
Majesty to establish a locil force for the de- 
fence of theiealm. ^ 

The 2d, enacts, that the number of men 
eni oiled under the act, shall not exceed such 
number as will, including the effective Yeo- 
manry and Volunteers amount to 
times (six times was the amount suggested 
by Lord Castlereagh,) the Militia quotas of 
such counties. 

The 3d, that the deficiencies in the effec- 
tive Volunteers shall be supplied by the 
Militia under the act. 

The 4th, that the counties may be divid- 
ed into divisions, in any case in Mhich more 
than one legiment of Local Mihtia is or- 
dered to be laised 

The 5th, extends the powers of Militia 
Acts to this Act. 

The 6th, that men to be raised under this 
Art, shall be ballotted from persons between 

the ages of and , returned on the lists 

now existing, (from IS to 35 years of age.) 

The yth, excuses persons of , bodily in- 
ability. 

The 8th, enacts, that no articled, clerk, 
or apprentice, nor any poor man who has 
more than one child born in wedlock, nor 
any person ttndet the height of shall, 

reason thereof, he exempt from being 
ballotted and serving under this Act, though 
they may be exempt from serving in the 
Militia. To be continued, 

• {w) All that has been done, the Danisk 
monarchy has pressed, pronounced, fkc. 

There are few monarchies which possess so 
much frankness. 
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th« pwjeiit- rolu:^,. afc> i»ge,‘Ki.'*<rr'Tne 
wjide of tUdw. , wit co»fc, .above 
tvvO'lio'ars in thereffli^^, fW.d:tbe 
^enr, ^frill pot any 03 ft ;,iti;; passion ■<>£ 
most of’tttefacU.and aiTJoit^^ feMni: to 
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commander of the Chesapeake j arid, here, 
lei us jubt nofc the inloiciabJe vanity of 
these people, in dubbing a man, ha\ing 
only a bingl* frigate under his command, 
'* commodore/* ard authorising him to 
hoist, his ** broad pendant.’^ This court of 
inqirry report, that Captain (I mean 
** Commodore*') Barron neglected to pie- 

£ are his ship for battle in due time; that 
e used discouraging language to his men, 
4’hen attacked by the Leopdid ; and, that, 
in short, it was cnfiMy owing to his faulty 
conduct, that the sli p was not defended, 
and that the men were taken out. I’he 
whole of the report of this court of inquiry 
appears to have been drawn up for the ex- 
press purpose of causing the woild to be- 
lieve, that, if the Glicsa|^ake had been in 
as good a state fn* righting as the Leopard 
was, the former would have made a gallant 
resistance. It wasiv) trial of poor Barron ; 
tho real object of it has nothing to do with 
him ; it is intended as an apology for an 
American ship, the “ Commodore of the 
'' American Navy,’* being so shamefully 
beaten; and, to any one who l.nows the 

J iarties, as 1 do, it must be good diversion to 
icar the pompous statement of “ Capt. 
Alexander Murry, and Isaac Hull and 
Isaac Chaunccy,” while, to those who do 
not know them, it may be necessaiy to say, 
that, in forming an idea of them, they must 
totally divest their minds of all the notions, 
which they have been accustomed to enter- 
tain of the charavter of captains of ooi navy. 
But, it is reniaikable, that Barron ‘‘ d(Tliued 
to make any defence.” Why ^ That is 
not said, the circumstance being introduced 
merely by a pai*enthe-»is j and yet the court 
sat a whole month, and that, too, on boaid 
the Chesapeake frigate. I dare say, every 
deep lawyer in the country had, muio or 
less, a hand in the drawing up of this curicus 
report . It is called a surrender of the 
Chesapeake.” As if no attempt had been 
'm.ade at a defence The commodore seems 
to have been as little anxious to defend him- 
self as to defend his ship. His defercc of 
himself might bavi i been Inconvenient ; 
it iTi'ght have marred the symmetry of the 
court’s report ; it migtit liave bi ought out 
facts to render the ap'^'l )gy raor€*l;Mne than 
it now is ; and, tJiereloic, in return for hb 
civil forbearance, the court state, that he 
shewed " no want of pcripnal bi Avery/* 
T his was very just ; for one act of kindness 
sliould always meet with another. In spite, 
ho\v»‘u*r, of the infinite pains taken by the 
AineVirans to dtsgube the truth, I helieitelt 
to be w'hat their own news-papeis stated at 
the ; to^^t ; UniL as commodore** 


had long previous notice of the intention of 
the EngliA Captain, ** his ship was per- 
“ fccil/ prepared, before she left the port; 
** and that hvr guns w'cre leady loaded with 
double headed shot.** 'i his was the ac- 
count which they themselves then gave of 
the state oOtheir own ship ; but, they per- 
ceived, that, in persi.sting in it, they were 
depriving their '' navy** ol all the apology, for 
the disgrace it bad suffered. It is this dis- 
grace and the lurking ftar that they shall 
not be able to wipe it off; it is the disgrace 
of being so shamefully bjatqn ; it is the 
having given the world a proof ‘of their 
incfipacity to contend, for a inumcnt, against 
an equal British forc^ ; it is this that morti- 
fies ; it is this that '•tings rheni to the quick ; 
it is this that draws from their Congressmen 
the appellnlioii of ‘‘pirates." r^ares, indeed! 
How was Captain Humphreys to know, or 
to suppose, that Captain Barron was not 
prepared for battle ? A ship of war, upon 
the high seas, ought always to be so prepared, 
and especially when duly foicwMined, as the 
Cfiesapeake wvis. Bes'ides, will any one be- 
lieve, that the wurning w^as known to nobody 
but poor Commodore Ban on ^ And, if it 
was known, w'ho w’ould believe, that he did 
not receive, both fio in tho government and 
populace, ordfis howto acP The Mayor and 
cili'^ens of Norfolk must ha\e Iieard of the 
warning as well as he, betanse the threat of 
the captain ot tin* Melampus was published 
in the Atneiican news-pipeis befoie he 
sailed, even some weeks betore, and yet, 
neither his ndiccis on boaul, tioi the ggvein- 
inent, nor the Mayor ot Noilolk, take any 
step to cause him to piepaic his ship, and 
he himself quite forgets to do it I Aye, 
Gentlemen, in Congress and in couit of 
inquiry, you may report upon the matter 
as long as you please, all this is too wonder- 
ful to obtain belief. You suspect it is so, and 
therefore it is that you are eniagcd. Jt a 
war should nt>w^ come and cut you up, as it 
assuredly will do if it come, your ruin v ill 
be ascribcable solely to your vanity. Puffed 
up by your former success against the foolish 
efforts of r ngland, by your success in trade, 
and by tbe praise bestowed upon you by 
writers in Europe ignorant of your character, 
you^mnst needs have ships of war, and must 
call them ‘La navy/* You mu?t needs have 
a navy, and talk of sovereignty upon your 
** waters.*’ To seie your aspiring hopes all 
dashed in a moqMtiit was too much for you 
to bear. But it is tafittet for you to bear that 
than worse. Indeed ttiiareboff^ if yoti are not 
quite icKpirable, ma3^ do you much gocxl To 
thevdiu there i» nothing so useful ns a good 
seriouij ilgnill defeat. if you should 
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be foolish ciionglf to persevere, I ventuie to 
iiisuic you n cofiif^lete overthiow, humilia- 
tion AS bitter as ever yet toulhed the lip 
of inoiUh You aie, it appears to me, 
veiy much in error with respe^'t to the 
temper, in which yon r abusive thieatsfind 
the people of Enghmd. Your commetcial 
fnen^lls, including the fund-holders, have 
not that power hfrg now, which you sup- 
pose’ Uiem to have. We understand the 
nature of our commercial connection with 
you tolerably well j and, I do assure you, 
that nine hunched and ninety nine men out 
of every thousand care but very little about 
the continuance of any pait of that con- 
nection, over which } our government has, 
or can have, any controul. We now are 
acquainted with all your former conduct, 
especially that relating lO the pecuniary 
proiisions of the treaty of 17^4, and we 
ice), that we arc now laboiiiing bate! and 
suffering distiess in otdbr to pay yoi the 
millions, vvhich >ou ought to liave paid to 
our fellow subjects, your ciedKi^rs. We 
now cleaily see, that this is only one aihongst 
the immense shci ifit es, whi< h we have 
made to a regular commcicial connection 
with you j and, therefoie, that connection 
we aie bv no means anxious to preseivc. 
We Know that youi general goteinment 
revenue u* aU collected at the castom-hou‘*e, 
and we know that oui custom-house revenue 
does not foim a tcntli pait of what we raise , 
and we know, that the coal duty, raised in 
the metropolis alone, amounts to one seventh 
pait of our custoin-housc ie\cnue.« We 
can make comparisons, ) 0 U s^e, between 
ouiselves and you ; and tl.c ic')!!!! is not 
likely to stvne us inin h wLoii viewed in 
conjunction vv ith your Iic-tdity, though you 
may have fifty instead of thiee, ships like 
the Chesapeake. Hut, 1 will loll you mote 

about’ this auutlier tune T/.t us now re- 

t«rn to thciepoitof tiic Congiebb committee. 

'■■it IS said hcie, that three ot the men, 

taken out of the C’hcsapeake, were American 
citizens. No ; it is not positively said, that 
they were j it is said, that the committee 
7night say that they were. Ddubtless they 
might, fpr the Preskfbnt, in his proclamav 
tion, solemnly asserted, that all Jour were 
American citizens. Do the comnntiee 
admit, that one of them was not an Ame- 
rican citizen ? I think, ii is cleat that they 
do adittit this; and, then, it follows, that 
either the committee has admitted, or the 
President has asserted, a falseho'id. Which 
are we to believe, the committee, or the 
I^esident J Tliis is a me® point indeed Fpr 
my .part, I believe neither; for I am 
thoroughly persuaded, th 4 t all four of the 


men were STnglish subjects, and bad desert/*^ 
ed from English ships. That they might 
have been in Amenca and obtained what 
are called ceitificates of citizeuahijj“ I 
will not take upon me to say wn$ not 4b® 
CISC; but, wlwt had this to do with oiu’' 
claim upon them ? this the Congrcis will 
find aiuwered in the K»ug\ procUmatloa 
(pig dhy of the picceding volume) ; and 
they will there ffud, that we aic net disposed 
to a( quiesce in tbeir n^'w Livv of nations, 
according to which all thojc who choose to 
get one of their dii ly biis ol* paper are to be 
absolved from the alh^gunce due to their 
native countiy. The committee, however, 
apparently foreseeing, tl at their repoit 
would be exposed to rem-uks such as liave 
here been made, fiy off from thtir state- 
1 ment about cili/cn h!p, anti say, that it is 
! no matter who or what the men were; \vc 
I atrat ked oneof their ships of war, and that 
I is enough. Satisfaction is demanded” for 
1 this, the English oliki.T is to be considered 
' as 3 “ pirate”, and so to bo tieated, of 
course, or . ... orwlnt ^ wh},tlic7 
foilify their ports and harbonis! Foitify land- 
ing places of, at lei^t, stven hundred miles in 
length. This is a dcspeiate resolution to be 
sure } but, it is not ntMrly so desperate as 
that of going Without coats and s1miU.hvI 
rum, I'he Congrt'is qiivpiss laws to this 
effect, but the pu>plc will Ire it thf»‘-e laws 
as Swift leco'i.mend't^tlie peojilc of I’olmd 
to treat the >cies of the ** Legion Club ” 

f\Vc COCK, thi'ii, to the question t»f 

right, respecting the seaicli of ships of wai, 
a question which we I>.i\e discus ed befoic. 
The niinisf*.o have not, in wouL, j^iven up 
this light. Ihiy h.ne coni eded too far, 
and their concLS'inn Ins produced iheprescnl 
disputes, or, at lea^t, the continmlion of ; 
but^ though the} bu’c abandoned the high 
and strong giound, they assciL it to be the 
duty of our nival olViCUs to demand oiu 
sailoistnen from on bv»did neutral ships of 
vsar, leaving a icfnsal as a mallei to bo 
s^'ttled by the king, ^nd, obseriio, tint * 
this case c'f the Che-^.q^cakeis quite peculiar. 
Our otii.:cis know that theli monwor'. in 
hei ; they had been inv.igled away undn 
their own eyes ; they had been led abo at t> 
parade the btreets of Noilulk n* d. fiance or 
them ; th^y had bevn letuscd to rheir lo- 
spcctful applicati<»n3 ; and there stemed no 
way loft bat that of seizing them by for\*e, 
id order to prevent a total deaertitm 
every ship, winch, under the sanction ef 
the treaty cf 1794 , entcied the ports of tJi® 
American States. All these ciicmn-tances, 
which fpvm a subject of last on 

our part, the wise atidiu^ipaitial ixbJdnuUec. 
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ihinic proper cutiiely to overlook, or, 
least, to pass over in 8 Uenc<* 15ut, we do 
not overlook them here. We a( tend to 
them , we sec in them .m act of liosulity, 
which would have rcquiiod mimeihiUe satis- 
factiqii, if our naval ollicvis h.«d not, w’iili 
fhci» accUBtonied pUnolism and prompti- 
tude-, taken salisfan-Mn in the propt r way j 
and the Congress may he as^niod, that we 
ahaJl not lianpf Cii)lani Ifunipln'.ys a-* a 

pirate.*’ IjuI, '' tlic *iU was iinparaU 

Ifled in the lii'iloiy of civt'i/ed natioiib,** 
wheiKc, it maybe pu u uc*(.l, tint they and 
iheFrcmh do not pm w il.c\i to that 

charactci ) foi boi.i line sri/cd, by forte, 
according to areouiiN puhli^lied in llwii own 
liew's-papeiSi d< wi ted seamen on bo.ird of 
nenirn! 'ihipsof wai ,orupriniieulraUenitoiy. 
Capt. Decatui of the Amentan ^Inp of war, 
tire KiUei prize, sci/^ d b) loice an Amt li' an 
seaman on board a Ft t nt h pi i\ att'ci , 1} mg at 
Syracuse, whieli pnvaiter btue the tominis- 
siOii of the Kmpeior «f luance. And, it 
appeals, that several seamen having deserted 
from the Fteurli fn^jalc al Norfolk, 

and entered into the service of ihe United 
Stales at the lende/vous, the FicncJi C''aplaiii 
s^nt an aimed fonc to the reiide/vous, de- 
manded the dcseili'n, and had them sui- 
remlered to him. “ Ayt,” the C'ongress 
wiilbiy, “ but tlii'^ was all amongst fnends.” 
Veiy true 3 but you vv til haidly blame u.s 
much, if we like ytm none the better for 
being the friends of our enemies. If our 
officers had scyt an armed foice for their 
deserters at Norfolk, tlie very bamc pl^ic 
whithei the Fiench l flkcr sent an armed 
force for his deseiters, the militia would 
have been called out, a mob w' )iild have 
been raised, and every soul sent upon tlitf 
enand w^onlJ Jjave been niuidered, under 
piotence that ih(*y b'vl invaded the country 
with el view tocoiupier it and ** destioy its 
i idcpcmlc ICC.” Partiality like this does not 
heconie a neutral power ; it is in itscii, un- 
just and base , and the injured n it ion, which 
does not icsentit, ought to be treated as 
w^c certainly should have been, if w'e 
had, as the Congees', seems to wish, 
treated our puhlie-K|Miiled and gallant ofd- 
cers a$ “ piiates/' though, from the language 
of jlhe Morning Chronicle, it would not be 
T'^yy unn.ituial in them tocxpcitit. That 
piint, of the 29 th of December,' says, that 
the Commiitec of Congress havo %iveu to 
iha act of Captaiti Humphreys •* its prop t 
appciralion that is to say, '' piracy.*’ 
Was I wrong, then, in accusing this print of 
'i^ehig on the side of the enemies of tlngland? 
It .j 5 constantly the advocate pf the Anieri* 
wtrs Its ijoluuHjs aro^lkd with aUempts to 


justify them, in all (heir acts of foul play to* 

wardb US, But, we shall see more of this, 

by and by, when we come to speak of its d ' • 
fence of the President’s speech, and its insi- 
nuations wMth regard to ihc lately-issued Or- 
ders of ConiKi).— — The next proceeding, 
which iswcA*tbyof particular notice, is a bill, 
said to have been brought into the Congiess 
and lead once or twice, on the 24th of No- 
vember. The tollowing, as stated in the 
newspapers, are the ont^lines of this bill: 

It ciuilioiises the President to permit or 
interdict, at his disci etion, the entiance of 
our harbours to all arnitd vessels belong- 
“ ing to a foreign power, and by force to 
lepel and move them from the same, cx- 
cept In cci lain spe( ified oases, in whit h 
cases the s.iid ves eh aie to conform to 

lules prescribed by tl.e evecutive. It 

“ finthcr, in conser|nence or the late con- 
duct of (he liritish, prohibits the entrance 
** of any Biiiish aimed vessel into the har- 
hours or waters of ahe United Slates, ex* 
** cepL when duven in by stress of wealhe», 

** or w'hen cjnrged with dispatches: provi- 
“ ded that whenever rcpaiation shall be 
made, to the satisfaction of the Pic'^ident, 
for the outrages committed upon the iri- 
tional sovereignty, it shall be lawful fur 
** the Piesrdent to nMiiove the interdu iion. 
*< —On such vessel refusing to depait, 
" she shall be deemed to have niiidc a hos- 
** tile invasion of the tenitoiy of the I nilcd 
*• States, and shall be piocivded a^O'n^'t 
'' an enemy, and may be sci/ed, and brought 
in and foi toiled, and shall aiciuc vvludly 

“ to the^v aptofs. All pat'ilie interiour‘»e 

with such vessel is lorhidden.~l h» 
“ President is authorised (o use the land 
** foices and militia to seize; such vc^sd.— 
He is also empowered to refuse admission 
" to any vfifssd belonging to the subjects of 
the nation whose armed vessel slnll .‘•o 
remain In the hai hours of llie Unricd 
“ States It ernpowcis any person or 
persons to burn, sink, or destroy any sucU 
vessel, toi wdiich 3 Ix^unty of — — dol- 
** lars is otleied on each gun of said vessel. 

—It authorises the IVcsident, to carry 
** this na into eflect, to fit out all tli« 
armed v<*ssels of the United States.**—^ 
Tltis bill nothing more than a sanction 
given to the President's Proclamation. Jt is 
greatly injurious tb ns to have our ships of 
vwar shut out of the roads arid havens of the 
American States ; because, upon their 
cruizes, it is necessary that they should 
sometimes put in to refit, and^ still oftenor 
to obtain water and fresh provisions. Out 
of their harbours they may be able to keep- 
our ships, unless a considerable forc^ were 
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sent to Ircnt (hem uiih few bombs and 
Mckcts, butj out iff then lOcuU they cJinnot 
k( tp then) , and, as to drivin^i them out of 
their witcis/’ js the\ leim it, \^here Inve 
they the meins of doing, oi atturptin^, any 
s u h thing All their **' »iinicd (t ssels** put 
fogethei would not be tblc to make head 
ag unst one fifty gun ship of l! ngl uivi '1 ho 
coii-^eiiiiLUce of ihiblavi, theietoie, vill be 
to prevent oui shut fiom going int> then 
ports, but, it will not picvtnt them from 
obt lining provisions, an abund nice of which 
the people will tail} to them, or stll to their 
boats along shoic, iii spite of a thousiiid such 
liws pisscdbythc Congress () )l* of the 
members conpliiiis, thitoui ollVeis lead 
their piocl imtioiis an I hugh it them Well 
thc> mi) , tor, ii is stimgc to me, if Iheie 
b ' in this V Olid anything nioie ndiciilous 
Ihe ici IS, hov\evei, nnhgnuit , it fully ( i**- 
covers tin. ho-jtik mind , and it is ni n t of 
hostility, accoiding t(j, il! liK lulcs thtug 
to tlie conduct of iieutiaU, which n le- 
cjiiirL i sliKt inipiituht) t ©vends il the 
^owci-* It w^i Ihis irt of Congita^ opi 111} 
a\ov\>a piiliilit\ Pngluidis ittU'.cd whit 
is gr iritcd to 1 1 met Aicwiid is ollci I 
foi burning, sinking snd desiro)ing f nglidi 
vessels of wai if found in thesime sitiution 
which 1 icikIi vessels of wsi nc fo he ,pci- 
mittcd to enjoy As f i is tin ( mgicss irc 
able to go ihc} hivc made waj upon us, 
tlu } li ive joined out enemy , 'ind, ts to the 
piovision, lint tins w i shill ct iic, wh n 
“ silisfution shill line bceiinnie i;ut- 
al)l\ to t' I i wislj, this Is the < i e with ill 
w u^ t)i, till; ill (CISC w hen the parties 
in il in ; ih ni h ivt obtnned whit they dee n 
siti ' (tioii t )bse Me, loo, tint this a< t his 
bti 1 j)i s il in incic vonl nintionoi the Pie- 
s ii 111 s Proilmntion which w is issued mi- 
me 1 itel ilui tlu ‘•eirchniT; ot flic Chesa 
jit ke, and, ot c nils* , behjie luv demand ot 
sinsJiriion coild hue rLacheu I iigluid 
Ihis done w a (|ui t enough to justify the 
I mg 111 ufiMin^ my siiislictim nail 'Ihe 
Aine i( ms hid nkeii the sa isficiion, to 
give them suisfaetion uiidti siuhuieum* 
ht UK I b won 1 have been b be m the e\treijie, 
even supposng it to have bcem upon tl^e 
oiigmal giouiuls, due to them ^ be faf;t !s, 
flial, with ail their hypocniKal cant about 
the bliCid oi their citucns fiowinkin the 
Cites ipeake, t|ity were glad of lie event*, 
ondeigulv sei/cd hold of it as a giouiicl 
whcieon to uige demandh, whioh we had 
thtreiofoie ujeeted, and m which they 
hoped now to succeed by tempi mg them 
ith this leeeiit ease* Na> , I am peisuaded, 
tlul It will soon appeir, tint this ** satistaer 
< tiuiij,’ of the want ot >vb»ch the} so bit- 


terly complain, they might, to a rf a^onabld 
degice, have received ft om our ministers, 
but, that then* envoy here was inblructed not 
to enter upon any negociUion iipm that 
point, unless it was connected with 9ther 
points, having, in fact, nothing to do with it, 
m I being of a n dutc not to be treited upon 

by us Of all this ih * people m ^menc^ 

seem to be aw iie , and we find the Inhibit 
tan '« andTiadtis ot Ph ladelphii, m a Mo- 
monal presented to the Congiess agiinst the 
lum nnpc^it ilioii ait (which was to go 
into font on the lath of Dccembei) com- 
pi lining, that the IVt^uh nt hid ma 11 upon 
hnglinl nnicasomhli demands, ar d lb it he 
hid “iiut tlif door ^gnI'|s^ locnuihi #on by 
accompm}mg his dtmind of sm fiition 
wi»h i I rod mi ition it a int ' c deii udly 
hostile And now, foj this fimois iion-r 
impoil III m let , but,letnslir ^ake doolc 
Uthcdioafi upon the intinoriil iginst «t. 
Ills i ub Is ciiiKHis, Ml map} rt pe is 
Ihe K k 1 ( 1 will hi w in 1 1 i^l that tl is act 
w Is pis id II nl* , il not q me, two ears 
igo ihw^t it n IS bs.en s i [ t ndod from tim<» 
to tim , anil, I’m the list siispeib on ex- 
U ndi d to the mid lb ol Dj^cernb i , lb >7 K 
was thcuioie, he will obs ne, upon other 
gKund than tint < f l’ dfm ufthct'luaa 
p'^ikt tint the ictwupbstd lo prevent 
it Irom om^ mlo ciUct 1 1 lib r it vva<if 
tbit In mt-nu ii il i i q n stion was niPscnt- 
i d , ii d i pc n this ;m n >n A the f dlov ing 
debm tuik jl (.1, 111 the Hi use ot Repre- 
sen Mivts, 1)1 ihc i/th cjt Novembei • 

“ Ml [ C r vY pie-eiutd i Mcinoudfiotn 
snndrv inhibit uits and nailers pf the City 
of 1 bilulclpliii, pii}iiig, ihil the Act 
piohibit ng 'he irupiitition ot ceitin 
goocb, waits, and mtichmdi/o, passtd 
the IMh of Spill ItJtiO, mi} be lopcilcd 
\fn Cl w mavtd tint the Meim Mil 
Kki ltd to the Comujiitec ot ( om- 
merce ml Manuti(,tuits — — Ma Row- 
AS Jiojcil the petition wquld not be rcfeiti 
icsl to my commitUo He thought it 
would Ik bci t itli ihe dignitv ol th** 
** House U) JMve it my*consid<.i itioii Had 
he been m ( ongitss at thp lime ih® J ivy 
parsed, he woild bive voted mm t it, 
but IS It Ind pissed, and ns wc had re- 
leivtd i Ircsji insult ti mi Hu at Rnripi 
uith,. atiatk on thev hesaj ciLe, hevvoulij 

not vA)te lontsrepf il Mi J Ci \\ 

niid, tint IS the pLMiUon was conclud nv 
“ decent langni^e, and involved atjuestion 
ot great n iiion il mipoi t mce, a coul I not 
be mcoiisistcftt either with the dignity of 
the justice of the IIou>o to lefer it to tft> 
M committee ot conimcice andjj immific 
^ tines As to ihfi nou-irnjiorUtiort l^v^^ 
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** whoc\ er would ^examine U would find, '' seen a hw to prohibit all Intercourse at 

** that maiiy of lU provisions were very dd- '' once. He agteed with the Gentleman 

ficieni, andiii orue cases totillv nugatory last up, that were sleeping at our 
He pointed out some of its defpcr>, and ** posts, tLit oui afliiis with Great Britain 

observed, tint it c^nMined so nuny ab^ '' were iii sdcli t situition as to render it 

suidities, that hear u'oiedwhethci itcould ** extremely doubtful whether they would 

evil go into operat on Mr Cnowit ** be amicddy settled 3 and that under tbefse 

xSsnii ID said, that is to lli*' non-impoi- circurnslantt s we ought not to be idle 

** tilion hw, It mightbeobscuie in some Mr Alston moved, that the Petition 

** parts, but thcie weit more than a do7en be releried to a Committee of the whole 

** articles, on which there could be no doubt " House Mr Smil/e thought that re- 

at all Lnd r wlnr ciicumstances had feiiingthis Petition to tjie Committee of 

** tint hw p i-iSccP We hid been making " the whole Would be giving it too much 

** demand^ on Gieit Biitain ter nnny >ears, impoitance. lhat theie wasapaity m 

wb ch she hi I k fused to sitisft , and this country strongly pit judiced in favour 

** this hw had been pas'^ed to induce htr to “ of the Bntish Government, he never 

do us ju tue Since tint [.enod she had doubted for a moment, and that this waa 

coniiiuied the oali ge on the Chesa- a measure of that party, he was equally 

peakc Ihe blood ol Amciican citizens certain Mr Basket hoped the Pcti- 

** bid lie 1) rtowccl 01 mat vessel — Great tion would be referred to r» Comm ittee of 

" Biitain h ul known thn for some months, the whole on the state of the Union; 

" and}etvvc hid obi lined no rcdi ess lie not out of respect for the Petition, but 

knev. indeei ih it the law in question was out of respect tor the nation 1 his would 

suspended Inii loi slioit time at pw s^nt, afford the House an opportunity of ex- 

** but from the lumoius wiiich w re ad) it ** pressing their sentiments on the piescnt 

** incl flora wh It lit kne vv of the dispos m inteu sting* state of aftaiis Ihe Houso 

ofGieitE itdin, he eiiterta ed lu n;fe had been S'tting sometime, and not one 

lhat she V ould do u justice He thou ^^ht “ void Ini been utter* don the subjcit, 

tail we were sle pin*, a our posts We h wished this silenceiobebiolen.'*- — 

knew that Cxi cal bn tail was linking ic- Mi Chvnollr knew not who ihcsc Pe- 

Uve prep i ions, tint she vwas endea- titionus weie he did not know but that 

irovUing to d'’C( v the Indians on our fion- “ they wdt Rntmh subjects icsid ng nmong 

tiffs, tint sjie was uinin,,h(i mihtia in us if he. veu* entain th it uch was tbi‘ 

Canada and 2s o\n Scotn , ind that she fact, Jh would move to have die i' lition 

hid, besides, an imimuse 11 n> Ihe ‘ thrown under the table, without taking 

W aitacl oifCopc 1 'n Inlconviiu<a anj fui the i notice of it, but as he was 

'' uslbatsl** p.idio 1 ^ id to justice or fl ^ not cert nn of it, be wis willing to If tit 

4 * law of nit *15 She n id in lint instance ** lie on the table Mr J Ciav said, 

** violated c\ ly pi u iple of hunnmty “ tint with respect to the asseilion of his 

Could We(\pe(f b ttci ticcitmeiif thin ** colle'^gue (Mi Smilit), he would merely 

Dt'irinik, a iiUku tint lnd nev* in lemaik, tint tlieie was a man s name 

juitd her*' Mi^lu not oui citiis ** signed to tint Petition, with whom he 
** bs wript in tlimvs is well as Co ** was immediately acquainted, who, he 

** ponhigen^ Th^ petiiioiiers state tint knew, did as much good for this counljy 
iheyaie darmed at tnc demands of our as his colleague, notwith'»tanding bis si- 

** gpveriinient whit weic tin sj demands ^ “ taUion, Ihe gentleman from Ma^si-* 

I)id th y kiov tlie.n> He kiuw not, chusetts (Mr Cruwniiishield) had made 

although a incnuu of tint House, a long ha>angue on the subject of the 

and yet tl e p luioneis lu al 11 n ^d t ** Non-lmpoitation Law, and had said lint 

** tiiLiu. Ml C tiv 1 iinvcd thaf the pe ^*^11 woilU not embarrass the raeichants 

tuiou lie oi tht tibic Mr Mi' ner Bfii so extremely ndkulous was some of 

could not St t an> inipn pneiy 1 1 icfeiiing “ t|ie piovisiops of that law, that jt was 

** the pmtioii He wis acqna nted wiib doubtful whether a gold watch could be 

** the chaii* tcis who hid siyicd it and he ** imported on account of the glass being 

^ knew then to be jvtn o( the 1| gliesi piolnbited. He said he felt extremely 

“ icvpectihili } , 11-^1 would no! lurbt- buit at the obseivations Oi the gentleman 

* Jy loinuitt \s to the Non- " from Pciiiivslvania (Mi. Sindie), when 

‘ fmpoit itioitl fw, hehid dwsv s icgarded he knew that the Signers of the Petition 

•' -it as a wo'ik and futile meaMue, c iiculattd '' were mtive American citizens. But it 

to piodncp no other cfP^ct than 10 iintate ** seemed natural that a Member of Con- 

Great BiiUin. He would laijia b*t\e giess piust )|>eak oq allsubjecCSj^ wbclher 
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he tKKler»too<i thejn or not.-~-Wr, Et- 
.HOT spoke in favour of referring the 
** Petition^ and against the ii^sinuation of a 
** British party. He said that he feared 
there might soon be two watch words 
*** established to vote down any measure 
** which might be disagreeable— and these 
'• were Confidence in the Executive^*’ 

and British Party ** Mr, Nelsok 

'' was op|x)sed to leferring the Petition to 
any Comtnittce. He thought the House 
ought not hesitate a moment about 
** throwing under the table all applic itlons 
for a repeal of the law in question; par- 
** ticularly now, when we were, he feared, 
on the eve of a war, and after the British 
Go\ei nment had boasted that we dared 
** not put It 111 foico, as she would consider 
** It as a declaration of war.— Mr, Rhi^a 
spoke agaoist refening the Petition. He 
obsened, that uheii these Colonies pre- 
** senred Petit'ons to the British Parliament 
for a redress of grievnni’es, they were 
thiown under the table. He thought 
** that wogid be the most proper course on 
the present occasion —Mr. Fisk con- 
tended, that the Ptl.t on was disrespectful 
'' to the House, inasmuch as it convoyed 
a d'strust of the rnojsuics taken by Go- 
vernment.—— Several other Members 
** spoke on the subjecti uhen Mr. 

K SNDOLPH observed, that attempts had 
** been made to denounce his friend from 
Pennsylvania, — (Mr. J. Clay) -a man, 
he said, whom he would not disgrace by 
" comparing, cither in regard to talent or 
patilotism, with any of his denunciators 
[Mr. Ciowninshield rose to explain 5 but 
he was twice called to order by Mr. IJan- 
doJpli].-— He said that it was the indiibi- 
'' table right of the Citizens of this Conn- 
** try to present their Petitions 'to this 
H<juse ; and a refusal to refer Ibpse Pe* 
titions was a refusal to consider them. 
He never expected to hear the conduct of 
•* the corrupt and hireling majority of Lord 
" North brought forward to justify a ^imi- 
hr conduct in that House. We had cxer- 
cised the right of Petitioning the Bnjish 
** Parliament, and they hatl pursued the 
** very conduct which was now recommend* 
ed here— ouf Petitions were tre,ited w^'th 
derision and contempt. It the pra/^cr of 
the petitioners was improper, would st 
not be better to expose their errors iiv a 
masterly repoii fiom a Committee, than 
'' to slain tile door in their faces, and, af- 
fecting all the airs of an Asiatic sovereign, 
refuse to hear them ? We were, he be- 
lieved, on the eve of a War with Great 
Britain ; and we were treading in the 


" very footutepa of the British Mlnisfnr <» 
the eve of the AiT)erlc.ui War, and on 
** the eve of the French War. Even the 
commanding genius of Mr Fox, wouhl 
not be listeoea to in the Hnu*>e of Com* 
mons— he was obliged to go out->-and 
what was the consequence? — He was 
called by the unanimous voice of the n 4 * 
tion to correct those very mischiefs to 
* xpose which he was refund a healing 
when he first raibed his voice against 
them. But it was said, that the language 
of the petitioners was distcspecttul : — 
** What do they say ? That they do^ not 
** wish us to make any sacrifice of our na- 
** tional honour and independence. And 
what Is the great bulwaik of our national 
honour and independence ? Why, ami- 
serable non importation law ! — The 
House, Mr. R. said, " had now been 
** in session live weeks; and, on the 
eve of a war, they were discussing 
whether we should import locks with 
“ brasb nobs or locks with iron knobs; Ibey 
** were sitting there looking at one another, 
read’iig newspapers, writing letters, rw- 
“ ceivjpg bank checks, and counting their 
money ; and the nation was prerUely m 
the same situation as it was when the 
Houve fiist assembled If we were to 
bate a war with Gieat Britain, as he 
** believed we were, *it would become the 
Hou^e at the oiUbet to cenriiiale those by 
whom that war w'as to bi corned on : he 
** meant by those,** llie great biidy of 
'' the American people, and not lln rich^ 
merchant more than the laiulliolderii, but 
** not less. The House were begiiinin*^ a 
** war on the same principles fts Mr Put did 
his war with France, — by prohuibiog 
c\ery' man who dared to quebtiou one 
little of Its motives. But ha trusted ii it 
** began in the same way, it would not 

" Inie a similar end Mr. Cuowmn- 

** sHii<L 0 hoped the House would do liiin 
the justice to believe tliat he did not wish 
to derogate from the character of bia 
fi lend Mr. Clay, 1 k» had always cuter- 
** tained the highest esteem for that Gentlp* 
man, aiKl he always should. He had 
** stated that the language of the petition 
was disrespectful, and he wished it to he 
** on the table ; but that was sorely liot 
rejeciihg it. He had smee, however, 
discovered a sentiment in this Petition 
** w^hich had escaped him, before, nnd wbiek 
confirmed him in his opinion of it.. The 
petitioners say, ** they hope the p^ce of 
the country will not be endangered by att 
adherence to doubtfu) or unsettled prin» 
ciples.** Was it an uusettl^ principle 
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lliat a nntional vcwel'.could not be s^srch- 
ed t He tbou‘gI)t not. He aluvys con- 
sider^cl a nacioD;d vessel as national ter- 
ritoryi jand that it should be maintained 
invitflate. - He^ had formerly been of 
** opinion that it wVmld be better to pass a 
total non-in*porration law ; but for the 
sake of conciliatiiig Great Britain,- lie had 
' voted for a partial non-importation.— 
Mr, il/\NnoLrf! said, that ihe Gentleman 
,from Mas. (Mr. C.) had grossly misun- 
del stood him. He did not allude to that 
Genllcrnaii as denouncing his triond from 
" Pennsy)\a!iia (Mr. J. Clay) j the denun- 
ciaiiiiDs had hee.u heard by the House, at 
least iJiey had been by him (see above). 
But lie h.-d sa'id that the Gi^nlleman had 
endeavoured to make this a party ques- 
/‘'tionj he still thought so, and his calling 
for the Yeas and N.i)s proved it. He 
^ would call the attention of the House to a 
'' period when men of dilTcrcnt political 
** sjeutiments held the r^ins of Government ; 
'r petilion after petition had been presented 
against the Sedition Law, and yet they 
had always been received and heard ; 
although, he said, it was a!mo«t impossi- 
*' ble to couch such petitions in respectful 
language. He contended that the mer- 
'' chants did not allude to the rights of the 
** words which the GenUeman (MrC.) had 
quoted ; but they .said that doubts were 
entertaiiicd that other subjects had been 
connected with that.« And had they not 
^ a right to doubt > He thought if the Geii- 
tlcrtian (Mr. C.) would exchange n few 
« of his certainifes for some of chetr doubts, 
he would not be a worse man or ta less 
efficient politician.' -He believed it' to be 
** a nOvelibintr jn'leglslation, that because 
the House ditferccj irropinion from a pe- 
titioner, thd petition should be rejected. 
-^~The question was tbep taken for re- 
ferring the^etition to a Committee office 
'' whole House aqd it was lost Ayes 50 
cr -e-Nays 80.’*'— Mr. Clay's description 
of the talkative propensity of his brethren, 
"arid Mr. Kandqlph^s of their amusements 
hi^ embloymehts, vvhilein the House, are 
atriktqgly characleristick. Tl^ey all talk : 
^nd talk fpr a long while too. The old vul- 
«;ar. hyperbole of talking a hbrSc’s‘hind 
if, ever it be verified, will its 
vvrrifjcatiqn in the Aiperican Congrejjs. Oiir 
people, . at Sf. Stephen’s, write letters too j 
hut 1 saw any oftheip actually cbuuj- 
ihg theifiSnohey In the Houses though it is 
pretty. geneitt|lv Wlievwl,’ that they know- 
how to Goito%> wKetltcr money or uosek, as 
wll aa md1tt peojdei ' Bdt> the American 
^w-gireinj^^have; d desk^ with peij/ ink, 


and paper, before each of them; and etJch 
keeps the key, of his own desk. At those 
desks merchants read their invoices and 
lawyers thelf cases and briefs, while the 
trade of law- giving is, at the same lime, 
going pnweroiisly on.-^^The only part 
of this debate that appears to have attracted 
the attention of our news«writers, Js, Mr. 
Randolph’s eKpressions, so often repeated, 
about being “ upon ihepve of a war f * and, 
from which expressions, these wTilers con- 
clude, that a majority of the Congress are 
for war. A most erroneous conclusion in- 
deed 5 for, the point decided upon, suppos- 
ing it to include the final fate of the non- 
importation act, was merely whether that 
measure should be tried, as a means of in-* 
ducing Pmgland to submit to their term. 9 . 

W e have before discussed the effects of 

a non-importation .act upon us, and it has, 
I think, in the articles referred to above, 
been clearly proved, that such an act could 
not possibly do us any harm. Supposing it 
to l>e practicable. I have, however, insist-, 
ed, that it ii. impracticable j and the Phda- 
dt Iphia memorialists seem to be of my opin<f 
ion. But, what is this act? What does 
this mighty threat amount to ?. What is 
this llwng, which is to awe England into 
submi.ssioii ? A non-importation act. An 
act to prohibit the importation of all English 
goods ? No : not an act to prohibit the 
importation of English cloth, Irish linen, 
or English hardware ; not an act to prohibit 
the importation of qoa.t.s,> waistcoats, 
breeches, shirts, cravats, stockings/ caps, 
handkerciiiefs,' petticoats, blankets, sheets, 
swaddling cloths and shrowds ; not an act 
to prohibit the importation of knives-, 
forks, scissars, razors, buttons, locks, keys, 
and candlt^sticks; all these things must 
be had from a8> or from po country upon 
earth. Therefore, the CongrosB, in its 
wisdom, has thought it adviseable not 
to include them * ( making, in • amount, 
four^firths of all the goods imported) in the 
articles prohibited. Well floiie,: ** |Ling 
Cong,** upder whicli appellation your feats 
have luretofore been so admirably celebrated. 

does your Majesty really imagine,' that 
are to. he frightened by, an act like, this ? 

Iruth is, an* it please you to :hear 
your Majesty thougljt, that, bens Jo. Eng- 
land, there waa an Arperican coh* 

aiatirig"qf m^^rphants, manufacturers, frmd- 
holdet:^' ’^ffe(iim!rerd‘ of Anierican lihSertyr^ 
abreto force 'jh.Q gpvernmept.tD give; way i 
t6 force it to * yield any; potnf of great ‘add 
perwnent national interest, rather than ;run, 
the risk of pri>duqin|^ an idten-uption o^\the 
fraffig of the said ineychaiit^ i|ianafa.ctd^T^( 
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and fiiad-bolders. ThU was 'viiaf, even in Recent end atarmlng information 

your cooler moments, you thought, King bad rejchcd the *eat of governmeni •dnee 

Cong;’" and in this thought you will, I am the wsing of the Senate on Friday ^^sU 

pretty confident, find that you wele wiong. though tinctured with rumour, and rest- 

-^But, besides the weight of this opi- !ng on the credibility of j'Dv.ite commu- 
nion,* which would have applied to f he case, nictation, had howeVer alteied hi*; mini 

in all times, and under all cirrumst.uices, " on the business. I'he iin.i>ion of 


^you might think, (gentle and inoffensive 
Americans !) as Judge Rutledge, of South 
Carolina, thought, in 1794; thd^ is losa^, 
'' that the victorious arms of France had 
laid England prostrate ; that she was 
** struggling under the pangs of death, and 
'' that you had nothing to do but to seize her 
by the throat /* a seuiiinent truly vvor- 
tby of an Ameiicnn judge NovV, then, 
you will, doiibilcss, think her just expir- 
ing, and that you have only to come ^lud 
perfoi m the part of an animal, that bliall be 
nameless, towards the old lion dying in the 
cave. But, she is not yet expiring. She is 
even greater than sbo was before Napoleon 
conquered the continent of Europe ; and, 
as to all those ** maritime poweis of Eu- 
** rope,’* of whom you talk, and on whose 
co-operation you rely, they seem actually to 
have disappeared from the face of the earth. 
‘-~-Itmay be deemed singulaHy unfortu- 
nate for the Americans that they did not 
hear of the Danish Kxpcditiort at an earlier 
period j for, the in^elhgence seems to have 
had a most powerful, and, I would fiiin hope, 
salutary, effect upon their minds The read- 
er will remember, that I said, at the time, 
that the attack upon Copenhagen, and the 
captuie of the Danish navy, would have a 
good effect in Afnerica ; and, I am well 
convinced, that if the intelligence had ar- 
rived early enough, we should have heard 
very different language in the report of the 
committee upon rho afihir.of the Chesapeake ; 
I am persuaded, w 0 should not have heard 
our excellent officers denominated pir«Ues,’' 
and that the word satisficiion ” would 
not have been accom|xinied with the word 
demand,”— —In the Senate (that is to 
say, the upper house of Cougresi), on the 
26 th of November, Mr,- Mitgukll rose 
to call the attention of the Senate to a 
motion he bad made at 4he commence- 
ment of the session, relaiiv’e to addition- 
al means of defence, and further tue?- 
suies of security ^o the seaports and har- 
bours of the nation, ^'his important sub- 
ject had been introduced by him at an 
early day. ft bad been printed and laid 
V upon the table for consideration, and it 
^ was his orij^iaal iuteution to have sufiered 
it to lietliere until the ofHcial intelligence 
alluded to in the Message of ihq Presi- 
y 4cot should ai rive from Great BnUin. 


land, the capitni.i^irm of Copephagen, 
** and capture ot the Danish fijet, were 
** evf»nts.of the utniost moment to the nen- 
trai |)owers, and taugh* them that the 
greau'st moderation, pnid ute, and for- 
bearance, Wci" of no a\iiil in guaiding 9 
mild, an nnoffeiv^inc:, and peace aMe peo- 
ple agatnsl tlie viulvM'iCc of its rapacious 
and stronger neighb «ur A visiK’i.on of 
a similarnatu.e might, ’n the coji^ie of 
things, he expertt d fron^ Hie .saa-o quar- 
ter, acdtlu* lairest of out coinmeo i*il ci- 
ties might be wrapi in fianu > or Iwltered 

to ruin". Ye^r after year Intd nllcd 

away in Innrless ncgociation. He doubted 
whether, Ir the present posture of affairs, 
there would be a satiblacloiy adjustment of 
the points in dispute. It did not follow, 
that the failure to elfcet a ireaiy would 
necesharily bring on a war. But the do- 
nnnioa of the ocean was so proudly 
usiiipod by Britain, and the usurpaiioti 
maintained by «nch a prodigious naval 
force, that it would be calrulating extra- 
vagantly upon our good fortune to ex- 
pect that our rights would not be invaded, 
by them ; and in an age of the world, 
when it was fiChioiiab!,' for ruling states- 
men to SA 'eep away, like cobwebs, ab- 
.sfrarf principles of right, and written 
maxims of public law, it was surely] a 
season when the weaker powers ought to 
employ eveiy piecaulion for their safety. 

ft was not his intention to ftrom- 

mend the construction of a navy, carr}^- 
hig metal enough to dispute the emu’ re of 
the high seas. ^HU only object was to 
provide a force sufticiem to p.otcrt onr aC- 
knowfeilged territory, and to pi' serve 
peace within our seaports and harUnr s.” 
—And not a word about pirates.” Not 
a word about seizing prostiale nud expir-, 
ing Enoland by the throat.” Not a Win-fi 
about that " little Britain,” which, by way 
of >ficer at our title (a silly title, T confess), 
was tht? name they sometuncb used to give to 
our country. Thissame '* intipn ofpiiates ; * 
this same expiring England;” th*s same 
“ litilf* Britain,* is n<'^v, behold! tfie 
strongrr neighbour,’* has n ** ptodigiooi * 
naval force,** and is able, by strctcluMh 
her mighty arm acios^ the Atlantic, to wrdp^ 
their ciiies infidmes or batter them in ruiiiv; 
while the Aiftencaq States, though boating of 
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a popuktion Mval to th^t of England, Wales 
and Scotland united, i|a a *' weaker power,” 
that ought to think about her safety Sur- 
prizing Change of sentiment and language ! 
and that produced, too, ob^rre, without even 
^iqnring ^the firing of the cannon or the ex« 
pfowon of the shells.— All is now gentle j 
Md Mr. Mitchell chooses to consider Arne- 
tm as the abode of'' a mild, an unoffending, 
"and peaceable people.” Neither of these 
have they bten towaids us. During tbe la^t 
war, as 1 have shown, (Vo! 13. p. gdl) they 
were guilty of every species of violence and 
injustice with respect to us ^ I have shewn, 
In the same article, how they fulfilled tlie 
preaty of 1794 j and, no sooner did a favour- 
able opportunitv offer during this war, than 
they renewed tpio hostile demands, which 
had been refused them before. A " mild” 
people, indeed ! Read their abusive publica* 
lions ; hear the language of their President 
pnd their Congress : read the toasts of their 
citizens” m France and Russia ^ and^ then, 
let the Morning Chronicle ^ud its dtscum- 
fitted faction call them a " qiild” people as 
Jong as they please.— What are these 
** points in dispute,” about which year 
** after ]y'ear have rolled away in fruitless 
'• negodation >” What is it that this “ mild, 
unofiending, and peaceable people” have 
been demanding of us ? Fir$t ; that we should 
suf&r them to inveigle aijrav our seamen, 
and to keep themi in spite of os, on board 
their merchant ships Ojf well as ships of war. 
Second : ihat^ when once die said seanaeo, 
or any other subjeftsof the king, have receiv- 
ed from them a certificate of American citizen- 
ship, we shall acknowledge them as Ameti* 
cans, and even if we catch them fighting 
agaipst their- native country, shall treat tliein 
merely as prisoners of war. Thiid : that 
- we snail allow tbenv to shew, both in word 
and in deed, as much partiality towards our 
enemy as they please, and still observe Vi- 
wards them all the forbearance due to a na- 
tion impartially neutral. 1 'ids is the sub- 
stance of their principal demands, Tliere 
itreolhor ''' points in dispute 5” but, these 
are the chief point 8 ,iand our fault ba^ been, 
that we have ever suftered them to become 
matters of dispute. The minister Who should 
admit eiffier of them as a fit subject for 
negociation” would deserve to be hanged. 
My^tnind can conceive np roaik of infamy 
due*^ to his conduct. And, yet this^ is wbai 
the mjld, onoflfending, peactsabic” Ameri- 
cans demand of us. Our pFe<ieut ministers 
tevp^ though not in a good manner, given 
that answer, which the late ministers 
bad, not the se 93 p, or the, courage, to gWe 


them. No regociators needjiow coibe 10 
us from the grand " AmphyctiofiicCooft- 
" cil,” or from the " Capitor" of America* 
They have their aniwer in the .king's pru<* 
qlamation and in his late orders of council | 
and they arc in complete possession pf mry 
thiiig necesbaty to the forming of their judg- 
mqit and iheirreHoIution with respect to the. 
questioo of peace, or of war.— —Mr. Mit- 
chell, too, must talk of England’s " usurped 
dominion of the sea j ' but says not a word 
about the usurpation of America upon what 
she is pleased to call " her waters.” What 
gives her a right of sovereignty there ? Her 
power. That is to be tried ; but, if power 
give her right upon those waters, why should 
it not give us a similar right were we have po- 
wei ^ England's right of maritime dominion is 
as ancientas thencimeorfngland;and,arew 6 
now to becalled usurpers of the seas, or of any 
thing, by Napoleon and the American Con- 
gi css? The Americans plainly see, because they 
must plainly see, tiiat the present exercise of 
our maritime power is absolutely necessary to 
our existent as an independent nation ; but, 
they do not see, perhaps, that that existence 
is at all necessary. And, yet, there are men 
amongst us (though now very few in ni»m- ' 
her) who abet their Cause, who endeavour 
to apologize for, and even to justify, their 
malignaui insolence.— It is quite good to 
hear this Mr. Mitchell, who exclaims so 
strongly against the " usurped dominion” of 
England, express his readiness to grant what- 
ever sums be necessary to keep tlio 
Indian nations 10 subjection. He names se- 
veral of these nations, and adds : " whatever 
" is neccsbzry for teadiing the Indians to 
" dread our dkpkasure, shall receive from 
" meallthecouatcuancelcangive.” Now 
if we were to talk in this stylo of tbe Atneri- 
cabs what would they say ? And yet, would 
it be so unjust as it isin them to treat thus the 
poor wretches, whom they have already dri- 
ven nearly out of existence ? This is " usur- 
" pation" in reality. They have driven off 
tbe people, and taken their territoi^. The/ 
hunt the pwuers of the soil as they hunt the 
wild beasts upon that same soil. And yet this 
gentleman talks quite glibly against those 
who " sweep away, like cobwebs, abstract 
"I principles of yight,” We have dispossessed 
nobody upon tbe sea.. We have killed no- 
body to get tbe dominion of it. The domi- 
nion is necessary to our existence as a gr^t 
independent nation^ ; and we exercise it with 
as iitfle of exclusion and of rigour as the cir^ 
cumstances of the times will admit.**-^Mr, 
Mitchell, after making a circuit oftfio 
immeu^ territory, caUed the United 
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mov^ for ti comctoitW'' ujiort the subject. 
This is the way they go on : the exclusion 
they generally come ro is; to enquire ; that 
is to say, not to conclude. This is ihe vnj, 
in which all theii stonny sessions have been 
8pent*5 and th^ rsth^ W’*, in which nhepref 
sent will be ‘jpent — But, whence is the 
jnfioney tor* it e for “ fortifications an.l armed 
vesseU Why, Mr Mxtcmpi.l says, 
that “.the Treasury isun a condition to fur- 
nish tl c necessary sums without imposing 
a eCiit • 1 hni''iredth part of a dollar) of tax 
upon . iel h'* So this popr man, too, 
•belies in ^ 1 earnest, tlut the tax upon 
importid c. Jutland rum is not paid by the 
people t«ho consume them, but, in some in- 
comprehensible way, by the manufacturer, 
themcichint, th«* ship, dr the sea. And, I 
dare sav, now, that he, good man, believes, 
that this additional tax upon goods imported 
would be wonderfully products e under a 
non-importation act. to push this 

sort of arguing any fui flier, however ^ not 
to waste my little remaining roons m trifling 
with the patience of the leader, 1 beg 
leave to state to him, that, in 17961 when 
some very trifling pieparations were made 
for a resistance of the aggressions of France, 
the Congress was compelled to h ue rccouise 
to internal taxes, and that, amongst others, 
taxcik were mipobCd uf^on houses, land, and, 
if I mistake not, negroes. The tax upon 
whiskey, whioh had been imposed some 
years before, cOst more than tlie \Vhole of 
its produce in the quelhng of an insuiiection 
which the tax excited , and, before the 
taxes of 1798 could be repealed, it was ne- 
cessiry to disband the handful of men that 
had been raised, to evacuate the few little 
posts that had been garrisoned, and to sell 
almost the whole of the naval htores and even 
the ships, belonging to the far-famed 
American Navy *' This was, by most 
men in America, thought bad p^dicy ; but, 
with such grudging were the internal taxes 
paid, that Mr Jefljrsmi, by promising lo 
disband, dismantle, and to abolish the tixes, 
gained his election i)n<»r Mr. Adams If 
this was the case with respect to a ruptur^ 
v/ith France, who was then at war with 
England, and who had scarcely a ship of the 1 
line left, what must be the expence of the I 
ipeans necessary to defend America against 
the navy of England With c little 
knowledge of fortification, and with a good 
deal of knowledge as (o the local sifuatioii 
and means of tlie principal sea-ports of Ame 
rica, I give it as my decided opinion, that 
tl)p whole revenue of that country,. $uppo- 


and snpposffig the intdre^t dpoti the 
debt to ceasd la'bc paid , Would hoCf^n fen 
years time, put thepiincipal towns 
sea coast in a sute of security a^^inst eiv 
EngtUh squadron, well prepared for a 
baidment. \Ve have a thousand <^o0r#» 
any ohe of whOm would run bis ship by tho 
batteries of New York, and knock dowp the 
town about the ears of the invaders ofja- 
“ tnait.a;’ But, if we are to have'war', ‘yjp 
shall not need a W'ar of (!his sort, an<f T sb^la 
be very sorry to t 6 e auch a war ^1 
we shall want, is, a good supply of 
and stoops, orders of council and |iroclii|aip> 
dons. Two ft igates and four sloops of mje: 
stationed at five diifeienf places, with l;hjp 
addition of a line of battle ijiip at Marhfo* 
head, at Sandy Hook/ at Hampton B^^ds, 
and at the mouth of the Mississippi, with an 
offer of free passage to the ships of eveijf 
States that would disavow obedience to ite 
edicts of the Congress, would settle the tna|^ 
ter in eight or nine months, to the fae^rt^ 
content of all the parties concerned. n? 
Americans know, that they cannot carry pn a 
war against us. Their tone, you see, is ai<^ 
ready changed from '' invanion of iamaltt 
and Nova Scotia,** to the defence of thjeir . 
own towns. The news from Copenh^geai 
has taught them to think seriously ; and, m 
shall soon hear, that, from making 
mands** upon us, they will come to p 
complaint that we wan(^to conquer and ep« 
slave them ^ which, not for us lo they 
will be content, and will ^djy go off wim 
a boast, that they have, bv their wailike pre« 
paratious, fiustiated the hrannical designs^ 
which we entertained against ihem. Well : 
‘wnh all mv heart. 1 would not deprive 
them of thi^ last refuge of their contemptil^ 
vanity. AU that I want*, is, to see thcoi 
prevented fiom having gionnd whereon to 
boast^f thtir having been suffered fo 
m the degradation and i u in pt IJoglpnd j az)^ 
this, I trust, is what I sliall sec. 

1 did intend to have ansi^eied, tU this 
slieet, toy coiicspoiident D, whose letter waa 
published 111 m/ last.— —I* could have wish* 
ed aUo to mak(' bome icmarks upon tbp 
Morning CiironLle’s defence of Mr. Jefier* 
boifa Speech, and upon it-, impudent obser- 
vations with respect to the rtlativt* stafo oC 
Englmd and Fiance, as d pendout itpoa 
commeice,^ ond as aftecied h> tlip uto 
oukrs of OQuncil. Bur. for w‘ant of 
room, these and othci topics, efmdngst 
whicii are the affairs of Jamaica^ tpnst 
postponed. 
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PoBTUCJIBSi; EMIOHATioN.—— 7'Ae./?)//oW- 
ing Letters were puhlished in London, iin- 
the ‘authority of Goverjn.ment, on the 
^ y^h oft)ec. 1807'. 

(Continued from p, J2.J 
Hit Majesty's Ship Hibernia, 22 leagues 
, ^ iPest of the Tagus, Dec. 1 , 1807* 

’ ^ In anoi her dispatch of thisda>\s 

date, I have transmitted a list of the Por|u- 

f iieie fleet that came out of the Tagu^ on the 
(Itli ult. which I received that day from the 
bands of the Admiral commanding it, when 
1 went on board the Principe Rcale, to pay 
my visit of respect and congratulation to H. 
R. H. the Prince of Bra/il,' who w^as om- 
baiked in that sh^. I here iiiclbse the list of 
those left behind. The ab.senco of but one 
’ of the 4 ships is regretted by the Portuguese 
;(thB Va.sco de Gama) she being under rc- 
. pair : her guns have been employed to arm 
the Freilea, 64, a new shm, and one of those 
t»‘hich tame out with the Prince. The other 
3 are mere hulks j and there is also one ship 
on the slocks, the Prineijn? Rcgente, but she 
is only in frame. The Prince said every 
thing that the most cordial feelings of ^rati* 
tude towards, and confidence in, his Majesty 
and the British nation might be supposed to 
dictate,— 1 have by signal (for we have no 
dtber mode of communicating in this wea- 
ther) directed Capt, Moore, in the Marlbo- 
' rough, W'ith the London, Monarch, and Bed* 
fordi to stay by the tody of the Portuguese 
fleet, and rdnder it every assistance. — I keep 
in the Hibernia close to the Prince*.s ship, I 
cannot as yet send the Fondroyant, Planta- 
genet, and Conqueror, on to Admiral Pur- 
vis, according 'to their TiOrtlships* order of 
the I4th, which, I trust, will be the less felt 
as an inconvenience o/F Cadiz, as they ap- 
pear to have been ordered thither with re- 
ference to the Russians being wilhiii, the 
Straits, betbre it was known they were on 
iny station. — I have the honour to be, ^c.— 
W. SlDNlEY S.MrrH. 

List of the Portuguese Ships that remained 
in^Lislon. 

^S. St^bastian, ot 64 guns ; unserviceable 
vi^'ithout a thorough repair.— Maria Prima, of 
74 |;uns j unserviceable ; ordered to be made 
jpto a floating battery, but not yet fitted.— 
Vasco de Gama, of 74 guns ; under repair, 
and\ nearly' ready. — Princesn do Biijra, of 64 
guns ; condenrined j ordered to be fitted as a 
floating .battwv.'*--*---Frigaic>.^-^ of 
guns in need of thorough repair.-Amazo- 
of 44 gbns f in heed of ditto.— Perola^ pf 
44 guns i hi need of diUou — ^Tritao, of 40 
guns; pa.sr repair.— Vendy, of 30 ^uns ; past 
(epair.— W, Sjdnrv Smtir. 
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Sir,— i-I have the aatisfaction^^to acquaint 
you, lor \hc information 6f my fords Co^n- 
missioticrs of the Admiralty, that 1 succeed'* 
cd in cellccting the w'hole of the Portuguese 
fleet, except a brig, after the gale, and that 
the wcvithcr was such as to allow the necesr^ 
sary repairs and such distribulion of super- 
numeraries and resor.rces to be made., as to 
enable Vice Admiral Don Manuel d'Acunha 
Soiromayor to report to me yesterday all ihe^ 
ships capable of performing the voyage to 
Rio Janeiro, except one line of battle ship, 
which he requested might be conducted to 
an English port. I meant to escort her part 
of the way, but she did not quit the fleet* 
with the last night as settled. I hope, how-s 
ever* she may arrive safe, as she i.s nut in a 
bad state, being substituted' for the Martino 
de Freitas, which was at first destined to go 
lo England, in co^nseqiience of a fresh ar- 
rangement made yesterday on the latter 
being fou^d in the best state for the voy- 
age of tfie two. 1 have detached Captain 
Moore in the Marlborough, with the Lon- 
don, Monarch, and Bedford, to attend the 
Portuguese fleet to the Brazils. I have 
thought it my duty, in addition to the usual 
order, to take the above ships under bis or- 
ders, to give Capt. Mooie one to hoist a 
broad pehdant after p.assing Madeira, in or«y 
der to give him greater weight and conse- 
quence in the performance of the important 
and unusually delicate dmies I have confided 
to him, I feci the most perfect reliance in 
that officer's judgment, ability, and zeal. — 
The PoriHguese ships did not, after their re^ 
partition, w'ant more provisions or slops from 
us than the list enclosed, which I supplied ■ 

from thi.s ship and the Conqueror. Thi.s 

dispatch will be delivered by Capt. Yeo, of 
his Majesty’s sliip Confiance, who lias abewp 
great address and zeal in opening' the com- 
munications by flag of truce, which it was 
the interest of those in powev, who were 
against the measure of emrgration to ob-' 
struct. Lord Strangforcl speaks of his con- 
duct m terms of warm approbation ; on0iis 
gVoupd i beg leave to recommend him to 
ilicir I^ordbhips, to whom his general merits 
{s an ojScer, are already w^ell known. H^y- 
irfg been in Lisbon without restraint during 
•th6 intercourse, be is qualified lb answer 
any questions their Lordships may W'ish to 
put to have the honour tp be, S:c»— 

W. SioHEY Smith. . ^ 

, IVtemorandum.— The Diana raeraiant * 
vessel, having on board about sixty 
subjects, who had beep detained' in, conse- 
quence of the embargo, came out of the nar 
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£tt$ In company Mflttk the Fortugnese fleet, 
ntifl It IS sHpposed tbjit she bore up for Eng- 
land at the cumoiencettient pi IhP gale. 

Trance a^j* Austria — — Cbwufnfion fce- 
hu4n them, made at FontatnUeojn, Oct 
10, \b 07 —Ratified, Nov 0. Ib07 
Alt I Ihclhah^cg ot Lison/o shall 
tie the liDiit ot the Kingdom of Italy, and 
tlveAnstrnn Pio\inces, situate on the left 
bank of Its mouth, al the bottom of the 
Adriatic Gulph, unto opposite the \ilhge of 
Christinisa, near the Canal, from thence, b^ 
the straighlest line that it is possibk to dmw 
(he limit, shill rt join the ancient fiontici, 
netr the \ilhgeof Bistoft j so that the two 
tcintones of ( hnslim^'i and fiistod shall le- 
mnn to the Kingdom of Italy It shall fol 
low the ancient trontici to the summit of 
Mount Nit name, and from rluncc a line 
phasing fiom tlie h ist to the North ot Stu- 
n/tlli, n id along the top of the mount iin 
beyond the vilbgesof Cmda, Pslofo, and 
Xloznrn, in such nnnne , tbst thes^ villages, 
and I hit oi StiiM/ 11 1 miy bel^iig to the 
K ng ^ 111 of It ih Siiall be ])iolonged to the 
snmm t of Mount Stre, foUowing the ancient 
fiontici — n 1 1 il u purpose the hmpcroi 
ol the I let < h, ss King of Inh, cedes to the 
hmiKroi ol Austni, ill tint he possLS‘*cs on 
file ft hink of (he 1 ison/o, iii full propcity 
niid sovt^-eig it^ 11 k I inpcior of Anstui 
o cedes to tlie 1 mpCior of the h reach. 
King of Italv, in ^ull pioperty 'ind sovcu ign- 
t \ , ill th *t he possesses on the iigl I bsnk of 
that iivci unto the |X)int indicitcd m the 
prect ding article, cunipi ising all tint is si- 
tu itc in simepsit, v hatevu itmiybc, n 
(he Jrf\*-Vciieti ii States, to be uniUd lor ever 
to the Kingdom of Itdy — Ihe Isle of Mo- 
losiiia, being situated on the right bank of 
the principal aim of tlie T isonzo, shall re- 
main to the Kingdom of Italy -—III In the 
rutofics lespccliuly ceded, the subjects of 
eithei powers estiblished on one of the 
bulks of the Lison/o, and possessed of pro- 
petty on the other bink, slnll be authorised 
to Kceive the produce pf their property in 
kind. It being thoroughly undei stcKxl, thst 
such produce shall be leg illy occupied, con* 
fpt mabi) to the laws ot police and customs 
1(1 fotce in either state Ihis irrangemcnd 
only relates to tint poition of t^iiitory con-’ 
tiguoustothe river — IV' Ihefe shah be a 
military road communicating between the 
prov^oces of the kingdom of Italy to the 
right ot the Lisonyo, Istria, and Dalmatia, 
and reciprocally 1 he convent ions relative 
to (ius load sKiIl be annexed to the present 
apt.— -V A passage thi >ut,h the Austrnn ter- 
ntoinct shall be ^rapted t > the Uustian tmops 


comnij from Cattaro, from the Kingdom ojf 
Italy to the Nieper Ihete troops ^ 
march by battalions, wdh arm§, baggagd^ " 
and artilleiy Every requisite aid shall be" 
avoided tbtn, and an aiiangement lelativli*' 
to their subsistence shall be settled betwCell 
the Courts of Petersburgli nnd V leniia •— Vl* 
Ihc difficulties w hich arose in the e\cnitioi\ 
of the ttesty of Presbnrgh being done away 
by the icstitution ot the Mouths of the Cat- 
taro, the Fmpeiorol the Fiench engages, 
that the fortress ot Bi lumn shall be eva- 
cuated by his troops mid tliobe of his allies, 
which foi tress shall be ckliveied to the Aus- 
trian troop** ore month it the late st sftcr the 

exchinge ot the t iiifiL'itions VI I '1 he 

pi CSC n I convention shall be I'^rifitd a-* scon 
IS possible, and the ratihcilions shall be c\- 
chaiK^cd in one month at the latest, at 
Pai b. 

PaPNcir CoMMFRCivL Dfcrpp, Signed 
Nmolion, and dattd at i^ontainbleau, 
Nov 13, 1S07 

We, Napoleon, Emperor of the French, 
King of Ilily, and Piotectoi ot the Confedc- 
ntion of the Rhine, upon the Report of our 
Mmistci of I in^ nee, h ive decreed, and do 
decree as follows — Art I 1 he enactirents 
of oui ImiKiicil Decree ot the 6th August, 
1807, ate applicibie to the cargoes ot ve^sds 
which nn} arnve in the month of the We- 
‘•ci , those ai tides ot merchandize, there- 
foie, specified iii the 2d article of the said de- 
cree, shall seized and confisciftd , and M 
colonnl pioduc shall be accompanied by 
certificates of ongui delivered by our coni- 
roeicnl cominlssuies at the dificient ports 
wheiethc) wtie tiken on bond -Ait II 
C)in com me Kid conimibsancS slnll not con- 
fine themselves, m ihcir ceitificates, merelv 
to itt^st, from the colonics ot Fnglaiid, nor 
ficmbcr cohimcicc, they shall also point 
out the place ot their origin, the 
which h ive been submitted to them in sup- 
port of the dcclantion mntlc to tibcm, and 
the name of the bin p on bonrd which thev 
Inve Uen Quginill) tiansported from tie 
phee whcie they were produced, to that 
whciethe commiss tries reside IheydwU 
address duplicates of thcirceit ficstc* to the 
Dircctoi General ot the Customs — Att IJI^ 
All ships winch, rfiter Inving touched at any 
Biitish poM, on my accomu whatever, bhall 
atnvc 111 tne mouth < f the Elbe and of the 
Weser, ‘■hill be sn/ed and confiscated, to- 
geihci with thoir cnrgocs, without an) ex- 
re^ tion or distinct on of produce or mere hsi * 
di/c —Alt IV 'Ihe c'lptains of ships nin- 
ving in tilt niouili of the Elbe oi of the Wt 
sf*- must muk#* dcf Ji»?tion lo tlie chief ofli- 
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cfkot imperial customs on that station, as a/rnfroessaiy for vjndlxcatinj^ khn honour of 
ortiie place from which theysiilcd. as well his Ciown.aimproeariOff and to-* 

ns^ol time which they touched at. and sb ill tisfaUion. ' his Maiesty therefore is pleased, 
d||i\ctrtohitp tlien manift'ito.biUsoi lading, byand with the advice of h|s PrtvyCouncd> 
se^ papers apd registers When the captain to order^^and it is hereby ordered, that gene-* 
fkall have sigred this dec hr'>tion, and delt* ral reprisals be granted against the ships, 
irered up bis papeis, the custom-house o®- goods, and subjects, of the bmptror of all 
oe^s shall interrognte the sailors, one by one, the Russias (save and except any vessels to ' 
in presence ot tw^o head collectors , it it ap* which his Majesty's licence has been grant-* 
pear, from this examination, that me ship ed, oi which have befen directed to be re- 


cess shall interrogate the sailors, one by one, 
ia presence ot tw^o head collectors , it it ap- 
pear, from this examination, that me ship 
has touched at ail English poit, beside the 
seizure and confiscation ot the ship and car- 
gS, the captiin, as well as fho^e of the sai- 
lo|;s, who, upon their eximiiiation, have 
made a false declaration, shall be nndc pri- 
soners, anc^ shall not liberated till after 
p^ing s sum of SIX thousand francs by w^y 
ot penalty for the captain, and a ^uniof 600 
fnnes for cich of the arrested sailois, m ad- 
dition to the penalties incmrcd by those uho 
fahlify their sea papers and regisieis — Art, 
V. Ifthe advices and intoimation communi- 
cated to the director of our customs lesident 
at Hamburgh, e\citc suspicions with rega d 
to the origin of the cargoes, they sh ill be pro- 
visionally deposited iq uaiehouses till it b i<> 
been ascertained and decided, th it tlu \ come 
neither from l^tigland nor tiom hei colonies 
—Art VI. The line of officers ot ilio cus- 
toi|)!tibrmed upon the blbe, and the fiontieis 
of Holstein, shall be augmented by \W men 
The director general ot oui customs shall 
give the necessary orcj/si s tor p! icing over- 
teers detache<Lti om that line at the poi ts si- 
tuated on the mouth ot tlie Wc'.ei , and foi 
their exercising the strictest in ])ertion of 
all ships which shall approach —Ait Vll 
The inspectors of customs, are aathoiised to 
make visits to the Isle of Neuweik, and to 
the '^ats, or other little isles situated in the 
^bdouthsofthe Elbe and Wezer — Art VIIL 
The commandants ot troops ot Uie jinc, ind 
of the Gens d* Armen e, are bound to lend 
their aid to these inspectors, os often as they 
•hall be required to do so by the chief custom 
bouse of hcetb of the district — Art IX Our 
ministers of war and finance, aic charged, 
each tn his own department, with the exe- 
cution of this decree 


leased from the embaigo, and have not since 
arrived at any foreign port), so that as well 
his Majesty's fleets and ships, as also all other 
ships and vessels that shall be commission- 
ated by letters of marque or general reprisals, 
01 otherwise, by his Majesty s Commission* 
ers for executing the office of Loid High Ad- 
miral of Gicat Britain, si all and may law* 
fuUv seize all ships, vesseU, and goods, be- 
longing to the Empeioi of all the RussidSj 
oi his subjects, or otheis inhabiting withm 
the territories, of tne Emperor of all the 
Russms, and bring the same to judgment in 
an> ot the Couits cf Admiralty within his 
M ijcsty s dominions, Ac Ac Ac 

Jv w MC V — Re^olution^y pulsed unanimously 
! i til House of on the *lQthoJ 

Oil 1307, Tp'atm to tht distusscd state 
oj the Col my, and tsl)<^nally to the Moll* 
tion Act passed ly tin last Parliament 
Ri'<>jLVJip III t the Act ot thelmpe- 
inl Parlnmciit tor abolishing the Slive'lrade 
I* pUj^nant with eviU to this ishnd, milita- 
ting notonlv agiui l itsgencial welfare and 
iiitcresr, but threitening its total destmction 
as a British West India Colon) — fhat de- 
priving this extensive and jet unsettled island 
of the means of a supply ot labourers from 
Afiica, to cultivate the soil, must be eveti^ 
finlly luinous to the piopiietors and others 
interested in it , many Jiidusti lous and enter- 
prising scttleis, wlio have braved the diffi- 
t ulties and h ird<>hipb, always attendant on 
infant establishments in the intenor and 
imuntainous aituitions, will, wttli their fa- 
milies, be reduced to poverty and wretched- 
iK ss , and, when these settlements ai e aban- 
doned by their present inhabitants, they will 
again be< ome the haunts and fastnesses of 


Russia xw Twot AND mmm^Order of Conn 
^UfoT general uprisah against Russia 
Dec. 18, I80; 

At rbeCoort at Windsor, 1110*^18111 of 
Dec, Iboy, p^sent the King’s Most Kxcel- 
LiU Majesty in Council. His Majesty b?v- 
2> g tiken into consideration the injuiious 
a )u bosille proceeding of the Empeioi of all 
th Run taS, as set forth In the Dwcl iration of 
th > d It issued by hts Majesty’s command , 
ard 1 . wi ici mined to take such meusuies 


diijiffectedaod rebellious negroes. * * * 
llrat propertie^in possession of mortgagees, 
receivers, guardians, and others, must short- 
ly fldi a siuiiice to this pariiamentaiy reguki* 
tioii, because, from then peculiar cifcttio- 
stanres, ib j cannot be su])plied with « 
bourers, the result of which will be, to de- 
prive a nuneious desenpuon of personf, 
from the earliest state of infamy, to tho 
most advanced and helpless ages, of tbecom>« 
moQ meaui of education and suppou '*•*-7^0 
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coinin)ttCi6 ftxbiaif, tt j^teott toanimadi^ert | efbr&'wbidi Inve been tHbde the African 
further on the injustice and impolicjr of that nkrehant and in England, tbc 

part of the act ulvicb relates to the ahoHtibn po;tation of staves Iti the current year has 

of the slave traxle. The British Fhfliameat been so considerable, as to have produced^ . 

has so enacted it I But the act contains of 'the negro dhties, a surplus of n(^r 

clauses, foreign to the avowed purposes of rf 32,000 afler deducting the estimate fog 
the law, whi^ are calculated to establish the year, and that it is probable, that the 
measures of internal regnlatiou, subversive duties which will aiiso from the negroes 
*of the local rights and legislative authority of cently iiUported, and those which afe ex* 
this island; * * repugnant to its colo« pected to arrive before the day limited for 

Dial la\^B long existing, and founded upon the termination of the trade, will amount to 

wise policy, and most humane considera* a further sum of rX'2Q,000 makings about 

tions; And that the Act of this Island of cf 50, OGO appropriable to the expence of the 

the 15 Geo. 111. cap. 18, for regulating the establishment ot the isla id, or towards re- 

iuanumisdon of negroes, is directly counter- deeming the island papers, which are out* 

acted by the operalioii of the clause alluded standing, and which .amount to J!7J60,000, a 

to — ^That the act blends two distinct objects considerable pait beaiing interest at eight 

the one having an ekte« ml ojieration upon* percent ; but, ii'nmediately after the first 

our commerce and trade, wliirh was the ob- day of March nexf, ih.it rj«ource will be in- 

jeci lust professed by the partisans of the tirely cut olF. That .inoiher ptoluctivo 

measure} the other, fiom the vaiious altera- branch of the island revetine, the land tax, 

tions which the act has undergone, and in introduced to meet llie heavy debt occasiou- 

which the original principles were departed ed by the Maroon war, and other martial 

from,^ having an internal and unjust opera- laws, cannot be relied upon lo come in aid ' 

lion, by interfering with, and being subver- of onr exigencies to the usual evtent, Vince 

sue of, laws which are to regulate the inter- the uncultivated lands ire now i endured of 

nal government of the colony } the enacting no value to the propi icrors } the stamp du-* 

of which has long and nnifoimlv been assert- ties will also, reccswnly, be diminished; 

edby this isliind, and iccognized by tire pa- and the operation of the deficiency law will 

rent state. # * * # be on .nailing, with respect to the objects cl- 

That, as the original settlers of this island therot policy or revenue, Hiice the lem’p^a- 
were free British subjects, many of whom tion which induced sc ttlers to come to, or 
assisted in the conquest of It from Sp^iin, it to continue in, the island, will no longer 
is manifest that they brought with them all exist ih/ natural conseqhcnce of which tvill 
the lights and prwileges of Biitons: that be, that the white miliria rnnsl inevitably be 

the native spirit of fieedom, which distin- considtnibly diminished. Th.it, in pur- 

guishes Biilish subjects, is also tlie chaiacte- suing the inquiry into the causes w'hich have 
ri tic of his Majesty's loyil inhabitants of occ.i'iioned the reduction of the value of the 
Jamaica; and that every attempt to abiidge, staple commodiMt's of this idand in the Bn* 
or interfere with, the colonial nghrs of this tish markeis, the committee find ihat much 
Mand, have been constantly icsisted. The light has been thrown rii.the subject by re* 
arbitrary measures, in the reign of Charles cent publications, wdiicli have been widely 
If. to impose the Jiisli fo’-rn of legislation circuic^ec}, and by the leport of acofnmittee 
this country ; the many subsequent en- of the Imperial Parliament, made the luSt 
deavours to snbstitnte the King's instruc- session, after very lull inquiry.— «-^As these 
tions for laws of this island} to raise money publtcattonS, and that iep(»rt, a-eaccompa- 
without the concuirence of the people’s re- nied by, and grounds don, ofhcial documents, 
picbentatives; have ever bc6n resisted, and, and the most respectable « vidence, the Cufu* 
we trust, will never be submitted to by thia roittce cons der ii unneccss iry to enter on an * 
colony.— That p^Tsons in this island, charged investigation of facts, now not coiitio^eued, , 
wUh oflfences against the abolition act, are . and think they are jua fied in rcporiing that ' 
nut, as in Gi eat Brnnin, liable to be tried »the following appear tie piiicipal c>uses 
only in Co^irts of Record,^ but these offer.cet which have p»’0 luced the exiieo * depiet'u* 
are mad a iso cogn'Z^bJe in the Couit of Jtion of onr psincipnl staple, Hig’r: l‘t,Tf« 

’ yico Admirahy, alihiHtgh comniitied tn the departure from what has been usually (‘ailed 
interior of the Con u tr ^ winch enactment is the rule of the war of i/HiC), but wWeb, in ‘ 
an absolute disfr.incfcisement of the colonist, facr. was c.sMblisheii long before that period, 

by depriving him of Ins birth right, the trial and decided, that a neiUral had no light to . 

jury.— Thnti in r^ga d to the resources of deliver a belligerent from the pressure of bie^^ 

island^ it appears tbaf^ from the last great enemies' hostilide^, by trading with his coe"*" 
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!onie$ in tinoc of ymr, in any manner which 
was prohibited in time of peace.** 2d. The 
peculiar relaxations of this ruje, by the or- 
ders issued to the pilze-coiirts, in the years 
1/04 and 1798, respectively, which, with 
vjffy tiifiing modifications, continue to re- 
gulate the decrees ot those important tribu- 
nals. 3d. I'he gtfOfi;raphical position of the 
ports of the United States of Noith Ameri- 
ca, the neutral powei chiefly engaged in car- 
rying the produce ot the enemies’ West In- 
dia Colonics, whirli lenders the few re,strie- 
tions yet retuined by ihc last-mentioned or- 
ders to be hardly an incom enience, as they 
are got o\cr by systematic fraud and pciju- 
ry, 4th. 'Ihc easy expence, and security 
with which, by means oi this fiaudulcnts\8 
Stem of neutrality, the sugai s ot the enemies' 
colonies arc tiaiisported to the European 
markets, it having been pioved that, for 
freight and insurance alone, the British 
planter p lys for every hundred weight of 
sugar, conveyed through the parent state to 
the ports of Holland, or the North of Eu- 
rope, 8s. Ud. sterling, and to the Mediter- 
ranean, ]2<). Od more than attaches on the 
goods ,of the Fiench or Spanish cultivator, 
carried in neutral bottoms to the same mar- 
kets. 6th The rc‘«tnctionb on importation 
into the continental ports, fiom the power 
and*' influence of the Fiench domiinlion, 
whilst the temptation to resist or evade it, is 
taken away by the abundant supply brought 
under the noulral flag. ()th. A rigid en- 
forcement dt' the navigation syatem against 
the Briti.sh colonists, at the time when ir was 
tliought expedient to grant relaxations in 
favour of neutrals and enemies. The agri- 
culture of the colonies of the latter has been 
encourageil by a monopoly of the demand 
from the United States of America, and by 
having thcir produce transported under the 
f»al»and cheap protection ot the neutia{^flag, 
to eveiy market where il was in request. 
TheBiitish planter, without funds ot credit 
in the mother country, where his staple was 
of no value, has been restrained from barter- 
ing any part of liU sugar, in exchange for 
this lumbei and fish which could not be dis- 
pensed with, which his rum was unequal to 
satisfy, and for which, often, it would not be 
received, whilst it has l^een shewn that na 
othei resources were left. He lias been 
called upon td send to the American uiaiket 
such produce as he wished to sell or barter 
there in British bottoms, but no convoys 
have been appointed, no facilities given to 
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an intercourse which would have required 
the most decided and regular protection. Ho 
is lequired to saciifice his all to the preser«» 
vatiou of what is called the navigation sys- 
tem, Of that system he admits the wisdom 
and general utility; but he humbly submits, 
that It should be supported at the common 
ex pence of the Empire; and must be per- 
mitted todoiibt the justice of relaxing it for 
temporary purposes, in favour of other class- 
e>i, and tigidiy cntorcidg it against him alone, 
when not lucrely occasioning expence and 
inconvenience, but ovei whelming him with 
luin. 7tb The inadequacy of the demand 
for the use of Grc«it Britain and Ireland,, 
comp.ired with the prodiu lion of the colo- 
nies, which must, under the existing laws,, 
be earned and cu posited there, whether there 
shall or shall not be a prospect of exporta- 
tion. Theexcesaof impOi Nation, above the 
consumption of the United Kingdom, is 
nearly two-fifths of the whole quantity, or 
above 100,000 hogliheads of sugar'; but the 
loss of two-fifths of the gross produce of his 
estate will Tie far from the measure of the 
p!anter*s damage , tlic remainder can never 
bear a fair price, whilst the quantity in ihe 
market so far exceeds what the consumer 
requires. Which excess and depression are 
increased by encouraging a licensed inter# 
course with the Island of St, Domingo or 
Hayti. 8th. The excessive duties w^hich 
continue to be levied on this staple now 
bearing no proportion to the price, falling 
nearly, if* not wholly, on the grower, and 
not as has been at all times intended or pro- 
fessed, on the convsumer. ^To these may 

be ackled Ihe dtscouragempnL to the planters 
by the consumption, in the navy and other- 
wise, of foreign braudies and spirits, the use 
of winch might be in a great measure super- 
ceded by rum. A policy infringing the sys- 
tem of reciprocal monopoly, and aggravating 
distres.s, which more liberal conduct towards 
the colonics might have alleviated.— -Con- 
tinuing upon coffee a duty, amounting to a 
prohibition, in place of endeavouring ro 
bring this wholesome beverage into general 
use must be a just subject of comprint to 
flie inliabitants of this island, and must by 
the committee be adverted to, as affecting 
Wie price ot an important staple, which may 
aoon be excluded from the coutinentat mar- 
ket, through the only channel open to the 
grower. — But the overwhelming distress of 
the sugar-))lanter, swallows up all inferior 
and loss pressing evils. 

f 7b be contmued J 
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^ in the 1st \oIuitic ot his Historj^of thcRtlelli n, p 2}‘i, slui , that, “ whentlu ficTim^ 

members of th House of C mmens > ntel i hm dm thm., p il l I'uist w huh tin ) kaiclwmld 
meet wiflup^xs non, they wouH di iw up a Petit n totlit P-trliimcnt, aiul stid it to the i Incnls n the 
countiy to{,Lt ii si<i td, and hie ut,ht it up to the Pirl imtnt b> is in my is cou 1 b prtv i td upon te do it 
1 heir wav w I t > pnparc a Petit on, sery mod i nd diu^ul for the f rm , ai d for the uniter, not very 
Urirdisuriabk, ind to a mmunic irt it at seme Public Met nt,, yvlieit tnewas taken it should be n 
ceived With dppi hi on I he subsciipnon tf a \trj Kw h J hlU I the piptr iisill, where the Petit on 
was wiitteii, an I then ft le many nure «httts were inmxe 1 ki the iiecjition t f e miniber, \ h ih u,ue 
ahthecrtli, m 1 pftcurtd all the eounteiiamt to the unlitil ni; Whtm mu iitu le o hand'- wa jn- 
CLircd tht Pt I m itself was ent oft, and i mw one him 1, i tiblcte tit lesi| n m hand, uid a«- 
iiexidtothcl n List of N imes which vv-re subiti 1 Jt tlit t rmtr By ih s means, mmy me i tjund 
tncir huids al scribed to Petitions of w uch tlicj bitoie h id never b ii * 


0 ,] 

SUMMARY OF POf Hies 

Pfacf lliitTiours ot Peice Invin^ 

been atlo t for some dn , mcl thtte l> lu^ 
a tdk, anioii^st iLl out fat tion, of romj 
1 114 IVtilioDb foi IV K * I <>liall oflei to ll e 
rtaclcr vvlnl pie cuts itsdf to my ni d up- 
on ihesubjict Wlietlki i%bc or 

iilse, tint the lite iiiUi course vtillilniue 
and Holliiid, tbiou^li the means of the 
AiKlinn Linbassiud md his messenk^rs, 
relate to pioposnls for lugotMtion , w hethci 
it be actudly the c ise, that the medntion of 
Austria hi^ bctnofleied to Lnglmd, and ie- 
fusedbyhei ministeis, upon the ground of 
Auslinhcisdt not being indcp ndeiit, \\ht- 
Hk i those ministers have dcclai cd, tli it they 
vill nej.utntc only with Irincc, diiettlv, 
and, intiLipaiing the demands oi Napoleon, 
h ive expressed the laudable determin it ion of 
ijcvei '■ufieimg I ngland s incicnt nj^tsupon 
the sc lb to betome nntttr of d scussion in 
the in ingemcnt of any treity, to which 
Inglind shall be one of the pii ties v\he- 
thei any pait, or all, or ncnc,of this be 
tiuc , I do not pietcnd to know , nor would 
/jknowlelgc, in tlntiespict, be of any nse 
tow i 's inabhngmc lo foiin m> judgment 
upon the question of pticc, seeing that no- 
thiik^ tint c n be snd, or contemplated, 
b) ilie ncTotiitiig p 11 ties, cm alter the 
reilstucot things, as it nutoiiously exists 
Ihis stite of things is desciibed in ver^ 

Ic w words N ipulcon has conquered the 
•continent of Piiopc Ihe thiee state*! 
Russn, Austrn, and Prussia, wno ictail^^ 
then formei mn c-» and sovereigns, and who 
are not actually governed by his genenU and* ' 
his troops, are, nevertheless, not indepen- 
dent , but are, and must be, compelled to 
do whatsoever it may please him to com 
imnd them to do, and, of course, to inj ue, 
far as they have the power of injuring, 
fins couijtiy , while lit the maiitime states. 


~ - [be 

fiointht Biltictoth Thluspont, aicundii 
jus m oliiit iidimmdiit (ontioul, Jbn^- 
I hnl dine (hii ih( lie of Swcltn 
hn h^ known) of dl 1 urope, rmiainm^ 

truly mdtpend nr of his pown Such is 

the titetf tlijiigs ind, in oidei tofnma 
j id'imnt as to whic ought to be onr tum9 
or pt lie, if now male, wc must fust consi- 
der, w h u uc the prob iblt v lews of N ipoleon 
le peeling os lie has (onqueiedall En- 
lopt, hn luid c\cepi(d, and, it u in the 
nature of nnbition, ntvtr to lest, until it 
cm go nofmthfi Ik nearer, too, that it 
ippri^clus its utmost limits, the moie ,cr 
It becomes Ihus h n c we const uitly seen 
it, in the rase before ns long ago was 
N ijioleoii s J hi ml} stated, his power so de- 
cidedly gieah r than tint of any othei prince 
in Euiope, that, if secmity and supc noiity 
would hive snishtd hi m,^ perfectly satisfied 
he must have bei n But, we have seen, 
thit his eagerness foi conquest has increased 
with his success , and we now see him 
gi isping, in eveiy dia-ction, to add to that 
power, which seems almost incapable of le- 
teifmg ail addition Ujxin wl^^t ground, 
then, cm a i\ man pictend lo hope, that 
he does not w ish to conquei England ; and 
that bein', not 1 evolved upon the conquest ^ 
England, without the (oiiquest of whom 
many of his otlier concfiicsts aio irsecure , 
England, whose eximp’e, if left indwn- 
d at, niis>ht and would, be so trot blesome 
to him , Lngl ind of w bom, foi so many 
rei ons, he bear^ t di left) Intied, Lngl uni, 
vho lids, in all limes, been the of 
Trance, *1 ngland, k tween whom and 
iimcc, It IS now, irt tne preeeiice of ail 
nitions, a contest, which sh dl h< rt liter be 
looked upon as the iiisl lution mthc world ^ 
Upon what ground, then, f ask, is it, that 
any one ran pictmd to hope, that lie does 
not seiiousiy meditate the 


conquest of 
G 
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I.'uid j and that, while he lives, there is anV 
thing but an exertion of our power that will 
give 113 a chance of escaping th<3 fate of Hol- 
land and Portugal ? If there be noground 

'for hoping, that this is not the case, the ad- 
' vice *bf the Morning Chronicle, to wit, 
that' we should bring down our minds to the 
new stale ()f tijing'* in the world j and that 
we should no longer be unhappy, because 
we cannot be so great as fornieily ; this ad- 
’ vice is perfectly useles»if for, there is no 
sort of hLibmission, no degree of humiliation 
or disgrace, short of absolute slavery, that 
would satisfy Napoleon, who has left us but 
this simple alternative, to be the greatest 

rtalion or no nation at all. WiLli this al- 

tornativc before us it is that we must make 
peace with him, if we make any peace at ail ; 
for, whether in peace or in war, he will 
speedily pursue his object ; and, if it be true, 
that he now speaks of peace, with an inten- 
tion of making a treaty, it is only because he 
thinks that a treaty, sucli as he hopes to make 
with U8, would answer his purpose, at this 
time, belter than an uninterrupted continua- 
tion of the war. Therefore, in making a 

peace with him, we should resolve not to 
suffer him to protit from such peace to our 
annoyance. He has tlie land, and we have 
tiie sea. If he would restore Holland, Den- 
mark, Portugal, Spain, and Naples lo a real 
independence, then wc might agicc to^fdax 
in the exercise of our raaritime power ; but, I 
if he be inflexible as to preserving of his j 
controul over the states upon the coa.st of the 
continent, \ve should be inflexible in our 
resolution so to exercise our power, in peace, 
as to prevent the fesouvees of tho.se states 
from being turned against us at the renewal 
of a war.— I do not pretend to lay down 
what ought to be the preci.se conditions of a 
treaty with him j but, it appears to me, 
that, as long as he holds controul over .^the 
stales aboviPnicntioned, we never 'ihould suf- 
fer any ship of war of those states to sail 
upon the sea ; and further, that we should 
nuilvG it ground of war, it, in any of those 
sfa:C‘j, ships of war were known to be erect- 
ing. 1 know I fjhalPbe told, that, to insist 
upon terms like these would be to say, that 
\ve wiU not have peace ; but, iny answer 
1ft, that terms like llicsc we must l)ave, or 
wc have only Ihi.s clioice left, go to war 
again ill a year or be conquered ; and, go to 
war, too^ in a much worse relative Stuuatiou 

then we now are. The late orders of 

council, though bveathing'a low huck^wr-like { 
langu.'ige. Imvo, as 1 predicted they w'ould, 1 
produced tcirible ahrn* and distress in many 
of tlie couiitries under the dominion, or con- 
troul, of franc ^ if this system be perse- 


vered in for a year or tw'O, it will become 
settled} it will effect a revolution in men’s 
minds with regard to that tnarilime domi- 
nion, which* W'c shall be perceived to pos- 
sess in reality a.s well as in uawie. It, there- 
fore, behoves Napoleon to stifle this system 
in it.s birth ; not to let it have a fair trial ; 
to get rid of it, for a while at least, by a 
pence. Against this device onr ministers 
ought to be upon their guard. Tlie “ Pe- 

titions for Pence,” of winch the Morning 
Chronicle talks so inuth, will, I suppose, 
bear a pretty faithful resemblance, in their 
origin, to those petitions so well clc.scribed 
by Lord Clarendon, in the jia.ssagc taken for 
my motto tolhib sheet: aiul, then, all that the 
ministers will liave to do, i.s, to send out their 
scouts to obtain a.l lresses, breathing senti- 
ments exactly the revcise of lho.se expressed 
in the petitions. But, 1 am (jiiite at a loss 
to foresee what the petitioners can possibly 
say' at this lime, upon the subject. To 
beseech the king to*inakc peace upon safe 
and honourable terms is evidently useles^^, 
because he expresses liis anxious wisli to do 
that, and because, moreover, that will leave 
him to judge of what terms are safe and lio- 
nuunible. To beseech him to make peace 
upon any terms that Napoleon choose^ to dic- 
tate, they will hardly venture } and, thcre- 
ibre, I cannot see what they can say that 
will have any sense or meaning in it. If, 
incicrd a negociation were begun, and i: 
was undersiood, for instance, that w'c con*, 
(ciuled for the possession of the Cape of] Good 
Hope, or the re-])osscssi(>n ofiJanoverby 
the Elector, and that all other nvut^rs were 
arianged j then, to petition tlie king to gi\e 
up the point, in order that pea< e might be 
je.stored, would have some sun.se in it ; but 
tliere can be no scn.se in a vague wjjpruation 
to him to '' restore the blessings of* peace,” 
without knowing, or pretending to know, 
any thing of the obstacles which stand in the 
way of accompli.shing that object, vvhitli, 
beforehand, lie assures them, he has nio..t 
anxiously at heart, fndeid, it is, I iliink, 
evident enough, that under the present cir- 
cumstances, lo send up petitions f(.r 
peace,” as ihey are called, must be consider- 
ed as a mere parly device ; a mere attempt of 
tl|p ouis to annoy the ins', and to les.«en tlieir 
own personal disgrace by dividing it with a 
portion of the^ people, not many of whom, 
liow'ever, will, I should think, be willing 

to become their tools. The Morning 

Chronicle, which i.s the herald of the Whig 
politics, has requested the public to tlfaik 
well, and to bear, in mind, that Mr. Can- 
ning has said, in his aOfiwer to the Uussian'^ 
declaration, that ** the^st negociation wus 
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broken off upon point?, ifi which jEngland 
wqh not immediately intert-*'?led." \Voll, 
and what then ? It might be shameful 
enough to break off tlie negoriaiion upon 
such points ; but, to whom does tb.e shame 
belong? I’o the ministw the?i in p >\vcr 
certainly ; and that mini‘-:rv w as coiiipo-eJ 
of those who arc now ; jl of power. But, 
do we not remember, ilMt that minisiiy, by 
the hand of Mr. Fnx, I’^it they 

never would miik-‘ peace, wrJiont obtaining 
the restoration ol Hanover, whic. h, according 
to Lord Grenville’s expression, ought to be 
as dear to us as Hampshire ?” And yet, they 
have now the assurance, to endeavour to raise 
a clamour for peace, and to excite a prejudice 
against their rivals, as being re^dved to 
withiiold that .blessing from the country, 
without any regard to tlje terms, upon which 

it might be obtained. In this damoiir, 

however, some of the party will hardly 
join ; and, I think, that 1 here perceive, 
the approach, not of* the fall, but of the 
complete annihilation, of Wl^iggism, which 
has existed for about one bundled and forty 
years, to the infinite injury of England. 
American States (continued from page 

FiA.) The following is given, in the 

American payjers, of ihr tjih otT)f‘o‘nibv r. as 
the supposed substance of Mr. Canning’s note 
to Mr. Munroe, respecting the affair of the 

Che«apeake. Mr. Canning's answer 

Mr. I\Ioiirt'e is said to state ; tlial the firi- 
tish Chnernment b.;is alw'ays ci.'inn'd and 
exercised the light to take Briiidi .seamen 
** wherever found ; tint ncn^rdlng to niO' 

** dern usages (7f civilized netiun.s, naiitni.il 
ve^-'SeUv'ere not liable to bC.nch; thal Great 
Britain will confram lo this usage j that for 
the aliair of the Chc.safjeak'^ reparation 
will be made, iiiwi a mimster sent to the 
** United Slates for that purpo.e. No hint 
is giver, as to tlie nature or exkr.t of the 
** reparation. On the contrary, it is ex- 
pres.sly st.itcd, that liiecinim of ihc Ame- 
rican Government to reparation i.s Icssen- 
edby the refasai to delivin* up their men, j 
and by the President’s Proclamation, both | 
of which are cemsijered as ae»s of hos- 
tility on our pari. I’hat the minister Jent 
** to the United State.s w'oidd be expressly 
instructed not to blend with the affair* of 
the Chesapeake either the impressment of 
** seamen, or any other snbjecc-of dif- 
ference between the two countrios. The 
letter is- in a style more ffhughty than 
'*■ conciliatory, and calculated rather to in- 
crease than lessen the sentiment of in- 
** dignation so generally excited by the un- 
principled conduct of Great Britain to- 
wards neutrals generally, and partic,«**iarly 


toward.s the United States.’*— —There is 
no saying how far this may be correct \ but, 

I think, it is very likely to be' tolerably so,? 
and, if that he the case, the Note 1^9 not 
much in it that is objectionable. 
j Britain” has 7jn/ always claimed and ex- 
! crci.sed tlic right in question ; Great Bri- 
** tain” has jlcvct exercised it^ but Eng- 
land has both claimed and exercised it j * 
ao'k wjiy ^ht: should not do it now, I can 
see no reason, except it be found in her 
union with Scotland, and, in her having 
foolishly adopted a nickname, when under 
the rule of the Whig.s of former times, 
"Who would not laugh at the French, if they 
were to call their country “ Great Gaul ?** 
Wc have now got a nr me making, toge- 
ther with that of the king, a long lawyer- 
like piece of tautology, that is perfectly ri- 

diimlous. That tlie Americans .should call 

Mr. Canning’s style haughty,*’ is not‘at 
ail .surprizing j fcjr, they would be satisfied 
with nothing short of licking their feet ^ 
that Is to say, unless they found ns seriously 
bent upon re.^eriting their insolence and in- 
justice. The receipt of newspapers from 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, have cnabl(*d me to 
furnish the people of I'aiglaud with some 
specinii'iis ot tl;e mild, uqolFcnding, and 
peacciul" conJnet of the Americans? 
and, 1 .should hope, that these specimens 
would have a powerful tendency towards 
pniduoing a right way of thinking, with 
jcsj)ect lo the duipoVilion of jbe Americans, 
in cnery Englii.hmnn, Uif^ editor of tlin 
Morning CLroniidc .S'*lcly excepted. In the 
inc.nih oi' Seps ember hist, a mutiny took 
pi ICO on board I lie Kngii.sli frigate, theJA- 
.soN, Cochrane, ti^Ti being in the 

hai hv'ur of New 1 ork. The principal mu- 
tincc’.s v.'ore tried, ai Halifax, on 
of tini month, and two of them were ex- 
eft tred, accuidiug to their .sentence/ I will 
firit give an account of what then took 
ploce, as publidied in the Halifax paper of 

the 1.3ih. of October. Yesterday 

morning at 8 o’clock, William Caloii 
" and JMounsey Tinning, two of the imfor- 
“ tnn.Tte men, who were sentenced to death 
on the 27 th. nit. lor Mutiny on board of 
Hi.s Maje.sty’s frigate Ja.son, were exeent- 
ed at the fore-yard arm of that ship. 
Campbell, Bone, Brown and Denen, 
alia.SiMatihews, then also sentenced lo 
de.ith, were respited after they bad as- 
cended the platform. — As a jdstificatiori 
of their conduct, these men had agreed 
together to persist in a charge of cruelty 
against their officers, under the idea that 
" such a conducf, would excite .sp cfjmpas- 
sionato an interest in their favor, as wuntld * 
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iiliimatoly lend to their pnrdon j and so f 
geiiei’til had brcii the c-)irn)a‘-si(jn excited, j 
that a petition had been pn-erikd In their 
** behiilf by ihc ivLirine Huniaiif; ^<,ciety. 

TIkTu* oxecuti(ni \\as in fuii‘:c,(|ni. i.a- dc- 
‘ lav6cl,aiui the striclcslcinjoii c s in.stitnle<l, 

'' the ComrnaiiJi i in diief had becunic 
so fully satiifieil t>'' the tal*ch{H)d (jt liie 
charges, and o(' tlr* '’jreat ci imirialily ol 
Caton and I'ininn;', in pailicnlar, lliat^ 
** mercy could not, uitln^ur injury to tlio 
service, be exIendLd to them. Just as 
these men were lea\ the cabin to ns- 
cend the platform, the whole six, cxpeel- 
" ing to snilor, hui ftl into tears, and, address- 
** ing the reverend gent lenten who attended 
them, said, they could not bear to go 
out of the world with a lie in their months. 
That llic charges they liacl stated ngain^.t | 
their oibct'rs \\ ere not inie, and had only 
been made by them, in liopes to exeitc 
compassion.” 'I'hey requested those gen- 
** tJemen to commit to writing, this, their 
** dying declaration, and they would all 
sign it. This was accordingly done, and 
having been favored with it, it is with 
the utmost satisfaction wc communicate 
it to the public. They also at the awful 
moment of their departure, declared, 
that they, with the men recommiMid- 
ed to mercy, had combined to criminate 
** their officers. They asked pardon of their 
'' officers for their injurious conduct in as- 
persing their charaettajs, and exhibited the j 
strongest in^rks of pcinlcnce and coll- 
ie trilioii.” I 

Confession. I 

** We, the unclersigned, most solemnly ! 
.declare, before the Hcv. Dr. Stanser, and ! 
the Rev. George Wright, as wc shall an- 
swer at the day of judgment, that we 
have never been lyr^mnically or ill treated 
by Capt. Cochrane, or any of the o^- 
*' cers of hi.s majesty’s ship Jason J but, on 
the contrary, have always met with good 
** usage, and have nothing tu complain «^f. 

** As witness our hands this 12ih day of 
Oct. 1 80/. — Wm. Caton, Thomas Cnmp- 
** bell, Peter Bond, , his mark, Mogn- 
sey Tinning, Robert Denen, alias John 
MattlieV». Patrick Brown, hismaik. 

Wlr ncfis. Robert Stanser, (yeorge 

\\^nght.”- — - — Now I proceed to stare, 
from the same authoiity, that whiih will 
dearly shew, that the crime, of tht^se uu- 
f irtunate men, that their ignominious exit 
from lite, and the injiny done, in this c.hsc, 
to Qur navy and onr rauiUiy, are all to be 
attributed to the malice, the inFolcnce, and 

the ij-eachery of the Americans. The 

Ja.‘iou VI as iIic bearer of dispatches for our 


consul irt New York, fn order to deliver 
those dispatches, a l)uat, with a Lieutenant 
■n il o.glii men in iior, was sent on shore, 
^ht hail St ao./iv ai i ived at the landing place, 
V hcti -tvcr.il hniidrcds of people, .some of 
llieni la\vvc|;.s, assemb’ed on it, and openly 
invilt'd the h'oai’s crew to desert, telling 
tlicm, tliai “ they were now in a land of li- 
belly, ^Jt'heie they would be protected, 
and that tliat was the time to .siiake otf 
“ the galling yoke of Briti.sh oppression and 
slavery.” 'llie sailors, lured by such an 
invitation, and emboldened by the number 
of ilit*ir uew and kind friends, leaped from 
the bemt, and were received, by the nialig- 
nanl host, with shouts of applause. I'he 
Lieutenant, however (whose name, I rc- 
^^rci, does not appe.-r), pursued them, and 
intiepidly ru'^hing amongst the civili/cd sa 
vages, seized two of his men j and, in spile 
(d* the imprecations and threats that resound- 
ed from every qnaiter, dragged them to his 
boat, and tlins returned to the frigate. But, it 
soonafterwnrdsappcnrcd, that this was but the 
first germ of ^hat mutiny, the seeds of which 
iiad been artfully sown on board the frigate, 
by the Americans, who had been adnnitcJ 
alongside in the pilot and provision boats. Al- 
most the wliole of the crew became implica- 
ted ilia conspnaev, wliich went 'Mo the 
" seizing of tljo ship, and delivering her up 
“ to the Americans.” I'he officers, with a 
courage and presence of mind, seldom to be 
met wiili in such perfection as in Ibe liritish 
X.ivy, fruslraled the design, and ihoogh the 
.shoie was hostile to them, they succeeded, by 
degrees, in seeming the ringleaders. When 
they had done this, the frigate immediately 
s.uied for tl.ilifax, leaving behind, however, 
the six seamen, who had been, as above 
mentioned, invited and protected by the 

people of New York. " This,” the 

Morning Chronicle may .say, “ is the ac- 
“ count given by the enemies of ns, adVo- 
" c:.itcs for America.” But, I vvill give that 
gentleman an article from an American 
newspaper, published at Richmond, in Vir- 
ginia. on the 2-1 th of July last, just at the 
time when the desertions from onr ships at 
Nocfolk, in Virginia, led to the affair of the 
Chesapeake ; and, witliout any shutilingand 
equivocating. Jet the Morning Chronicle 
tell me what he and hi.s faction have to say 

in defence of it. 1 must fii .t state to the 

reader, tliat, in order to assist our officers, 
in their endq|vours to put a stop to the de- 
.sertion from the fleet, arising from the base 
inveigling of the Americans, the inhabi- 
tants of Halifax had associated* for the pur- 
pose of giving reward.s to iho.se who w^nuld 
apprehend deserters. Upon this, the follow- 
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iiig article, extracteil, as above-mentioned, 
from the American paper, descants, at the 
same time that it expresses its joy at the de- 
sertion udiich prevails. Richm.jnd, 

Virsjnia, 2 'lth July, ISO/. — In this day’s 
paper, the patriot will read with pleasure, 
that the spirit of desertion from the Hri- 
" tisli fleet prevails to a des^rec, tr/iJ'/i 
threatens their service with djs fruit inn. 
'f’he merchants of Halifax, It'up: famed 
for their hostility to the indepcndoncy and 
prosperity of the I'liited States, have 
** formed an association to counteract this 
temper by rewards', ^:c, Thc->e vo'un- 
tary ihstrumenrs of the most oppressive 
** tyranny, these advocates for limiMn sc*r- 
vilndc and wn‘lcliednes< 4 , lia\e oderod no 
less that 71 dollars a man, to inteiceju 
“ Ihc victims of power an<l oppression fr un 
the enjoyment of lijrljt and I'b'Miy. And 
" yet, notwifh'^i.indin;; these clforts, .ind tisc 
terrors of punishment, the love ot hhcity 
seems to prcv„!il. — Ifow loiio do these I fa- 
lifax as«o(:iatr#rs calculate np^m the enjoy- 
ment ofpriviiege', which the/ use Tor such 
inhunuii purposes? Do they believe he- 
rausea •-ailoi is knockeddown, thengagged, 
then manacled, and thus carried 011 board 
that Itillc Hell, called a British Man of 
fl'^ar, he will forget that he once was a 
** member of* a civilized community? that 
he felt, thought, hoped, and loved, with 
" the feelings customary to huimtu beings? 

'' In wliat situation will the merchants 

of Halifax be, if active and open war shall 
'' take place between the United States and 
Great Britain r Sound policy will dic- 
late that the British Government shonld 
“ be deprived of that important station? 

The inimical conduct of the inhabitants 
** will decide the question ; and the enter- 
prise of our fellow citizens of New Kng- 
l^nd will soon accomplish the object. — - 
Yes, Halifax will be rcinembercd 5 her 
iniquities call aloud for vengeance, and 
the violated rights of humanity, as well 
“ as national honour, will hasten the blow. 

If these enemies of human happiness and 
'' liberty associate for the perpetration of 
fiend-like purposes, why may not, wljy 
ought, not, the philanthropists of the 
United Slates to associate for contraVy 
" purposes ' IFhij not give rewards and 
ojfer indiiiemenls to thne who are pent 
up in prisons, more detestaHe than the 
** realms of Tartarus, to make their escape, 

** and seek in the land of liberty that asy- 
** lum ivhich is ojff'ered ly a free and henc^ 

** vohnl people ? By such means the spirit 
of emantipatinn will h* encomaged: tjie 
tidings will Jly like lightning /nm ship 


j “ to ship, and our foe will le deprived of 

themcjns of annoyance. I'hese things 

“ are hastily submitied to public considera- 
tion ; they will be foniid to merit notice, 
and il is hoped may he piodnciive be-p 
neiicial ronse(|nenres. It will be striHge 
'^ indtVil, if the United States do not con- 
tain as many who willrpcn their purse to 
proinoic the l)3|)pincs,s of their fellow- ' 
cPMturcs, as are found in Halifax, who 
wiii give money to make misery more 

wren hed.” Aiul this is the '' mild, 

** nuodcuding, and peaceful people, 'J* of 
wliom Mr. Senator Miirbcll (see the last 
Register) was speaking fur six or seven 
hours, on the 27th of November last. Here 
is an openly and publickly made proposition 
for nising a fund to indu- e, by the means 
of rewards, Kngli.sh ‘‘camcn to desert from 
the .scr\ice of their counlry, and violate 
their oaths. Come forth, rlicn, Mr. A. fij 
ot the Morning Chronicl«', or ?»tr. James' 
Perry, who has published yonr letters in 
panqdilet with a prcd.uv of his own, al- 
most, if not quite, as sru[>id as the letters ‘ 
themselves ; come foilli, 1 say, one or both 
of yon, and tell ns now, whether " the 
language of the ncvib -papers of a country 
ought to be Couskbved as the language of 
the government ot that country.” An- 
swer gs witJiout reserve ; be plain and di- 
icct. None of your cant about ‘^desperate 
politicians,” and the ** calamities of 
war j ” but, ans^^er us this plain ques- 
tion : Do you, who insistedt that the Ian** 
guage of the English news-papers, ought 
to be considered as the language of the Kn^ 
glish government, allow, ili.u t lie language 
of this American news-paper, pubRshed 
under the Piesident's nose, ought to be con- 
sidered as the language of the American go- 
vernment ? Tell us, too, Mr. Morning 
Chronicle, whether your assertion, that the 
number of our seamen, on board of Ame- 
rican ships, was trifling, will still be persisted 
in, after this American news-paper has, in 
strains of exultation, declared, that the de^ 
sertion in their habouys ‘‘ threatened our 
service with destruction.”— -Mark tho 
moral philosophy of this “ mild, iinoffend- 
ing, and peaceable people.” Because the. 
merchunts of Halifax oiler rewards for ap- 
prehending dcserter.s 5 that is to say, for the 
taking of^ criminals and for the prevention of 
crimes, the mild and nnolfciiding peo- 
pie ” iliink themselves called upon to 
offer rewards for the inviting of men to 
commit crimes. Tliey look upon the peo-* 
pie of Halifax as their foe.s ; as people 
'•iting chastisement and dcstrui iion, because, 
t ev wish to prevent the Americans from 
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inveigling away oOr seamen, and from cfe- j 
stroying ihe service of oof navy. But, this 
is truly characteristic pF them, in whose 
eye;# it is always a crime, worthy of signal 
Vengeance, in any one to presume to defend 
'^hin^jeff against their roguish or insolent at- : 
tempU. “ I_and of liberty!’’* The 
name, it you please, but iioueot the thing; 
no not half so much as liiL-re was amongst 
the convicts, by whom Virginia was first 
settled. On board of their own 'Mittle 
hells," they can dog as much as they 
please. When their cutter, ** the litvengc*' 
yVJS at Falmouth, the town was, every day, 
annoyed with the cries of their flogged sail- 
ors, several of whom deserted to the sho»*e ; 
but, just the contrary of their own practice, 
'•were taken and sent on board again.— 
This that J have cited, is by no means a soli- 
tary instance. I could fill this sheet with 
paragraphs, from American papers, none 
* of them much less atrocious than the one 1 
l)ave selected. It is the language, not of an 
6b^'cure individual, but of a considerable 
part of the leaders in the country. How 
vain, how stupid, how idiot-like is it, then, 
in us, to hope, that they are to be w^oii by 
concession ! Fifteen years of concession on 
our side and of insolent encroachment on 
their side have we already endured, to our 
pecuniary costand to the disgrace of our cha- 
racter. No more of these years we. have, I 
hope,' to endure; and, indeed, 1 am not 
afraid of it ; for, I suspect, that the ai tide, 
which 1 have inserted bdow, entitled the 
M^riiacs Po/lHa” comes from one of the 
ministry, and f am .sure, that the writer of 
llut iiKoniparablo pitu e ot\ satire sees all the 
<]UllllLon, relative to America, in its true 

' point of view. ThcMtrning Chronicle 

and his faction (for ilicy iirc not to be sepa- 
rated) continually ring in our cars the c\ ’rl 
coiisequcnces which will attend a war with 
Atnieriea. 1 say, and, 1 think, 1 liavc prov- 
ed, that no evil consequences to \is, would 
arise from such a war ; but, supprjsiug there 
should ? What has that to do with llie dis- 
pute? Are >ve, merely because we shall 
ipse by a war, to aedede ^o the demands of , 
lilr. Jefferson ? If so, why r.ot accede to 
any other dematids that he may tifuik proper 
to make? The argument is wtinderfully 
tomprehensivc. It embraces ail possible 
cases; and, if our ministers were so foolish 
and base as to listen to jt now, iliey w'ould 
very soon have to listen to it again. — 
the out^ should try this question, in parlia- 
ment, they might bid the walls of St, Ste- 
; |^h«n*s farewell at the close of the discussion 5 
5 ^*tor I very much deceived, if they would 
one man in the whole country, some 


merchants and jnanufactarers^nd thb Ame*^ 
rican fund-holders excepted, Who would not, 
from that hbur, hold them in abhorrence^ 
The whole of i!ie English nation, from the. 
highest to liie lowest, now see the Americana, 
and their cyjnduct as they are. j^Yoti wHl 
meet with no disinterested man, who en- 
lertunis, or affects to entertain, any alarm 
at their threats. Amongst the women, and 
down to the very children, they are held 
in contempt, as a very satisfactory proof of 
which, 1 here (juote the verses under the 
picture of I^resident Jeff," whom the 
UVelfth-cake sellers selected as one of tho 
droll characters for the diversions of those 
hours of Knglihli festivity, the evening of 
the sixth of January. 

See I're'^ident Jeff sits in deep contemplation, 

** O’er politic plans that relate tnniir nation ; 

“ Wliare cr the conclusion, we rcsi with reliance, 

Old England can hold all her foes in defiance.'* 

Would that Jefterson could see the image 
engraven at the* io\f of thesfe verses ! I 
thank Mr. Kerr most heartily for if. Deli- 
cious as his tAtke was, ** President Jeff ” was 
still more delicious. Trifling as this cir- 

cumstance is in itself, it is an indication of 
public feeling, which. the Whigs, after all, 
arc not foolish enough to bold in contt'mpt. 

sFrom the latest intelligence, that has 

been received from America, it appears, that 
the ever- famed non-importation act was to 
go into ctllct in the middle of December; 
bur, I wish the reader to bear in mind, that, 
in the prohibitions of tlii-i acr, clolk and 
u'ooflens .-.ml hurifwarc me not included. It 
mil l he eviduit, however, that the execu- 
ting of tlu? act will alarm the met chants 
there, ami w ill pui a stop to their orders. Jt 
v.'ill produce a stale of things not much un- 
like w’ar; hut, if our ministers hold firm, 
the act will be rcjieaicd in nine months* 
time. There is, of course, a stock of gqods 
in hand sufficient to last about a year, espe- 
cially as tlic autumnal importations have, in 
all prohabiiity^ been made with a view' to the 
probable ensuing interiuptionof trade. This 
stock of goods will go on rising in price, and, 
of cou 'se, the consumption will become 
mefl'e economical. From these natural causes 
the stock in hand will be made to last a year, 
perhaps, with the suffering of great inconve- 
nience ; and, upon this calculation the Cpn- 
gl^ess hope to bring ns to their terms. But, . 
as was observed in the last RegisterJ^ibey have 
all along been reckoning upon wrong im* 
pressions. When they passed their act, Na- 
poleon was in a fair way of conquering Prus- 
sia 5 when they issued their proclamation and 
sent their demand of satisfaction, in conse- 
quence of the oifair pf Uic Chesapeake, (bey- 
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were full of the intelligOAce t»f the peace that vwe should allow thein tofayo^^^&? 
Tilsit; when Mr. Munrae4eft England, the enemy by conforming to Uis 
American merchants andf fnmj-holders were cree.s hostile to us, and that we shoiild )[>a{ia 
beginning to clamour, and to form their Cor- no maritime decrees, on orders of cdmoib 


responding Societies. Thus, at every stage, 
of their progress, they have been reckoning 
and acting upon vi^liat was gone by, here, 
without at all affecting the spirit of the coun- 
try; and, at the yery moment when they 
are supposing themselves able to awe us in- 
to *coiiT|)liance by commercial restrictions, 
we are deliberating within ourselves, whether 
it would not bo a good thing for England, if 
all commercial connection with them were, 
for ever, put an end to. Mr. Munroe, too, 
who is notoriously a partiznnof France, and 
v/ho, for the best of all reasons, is a bitter 
enemy of England, would not be very likely 
to, make representations, calculated to check 
the presumption of his countrymen. In 
short, until they hoard of the aftiiir of Copen- 
hagen, they looked upon us as iiponr the eve 
of bending down bel'oTe Napoleon and his 
maritime coalition; and this, notion of ns 
emboldened them to go so far, •that they are 
now ashamed to retract. They must do 
something, they perceive ; they must make 
a shew of war; but, if they are wise, they 
will sneak out of it as soon as possible ; fur 
w'oc be unto them, if once any considerable 

naval force be sent across the Atlantic. 

Their advocates here, of whom the Morning 
Chronicle is the trumpet, are continually re- 
minding us of the cjuaiitity of cloth we send 
to America and of cotton we receive from 
America. We have given our reasons for 
believing, that this exchange is of no advan- 
tage to England. Wc liave, I think, fully 
proved, that it is of no advantage. Never- 
theless, w'ilhout any attempt to answer our 
.^rgumeJlrs, these advocates repeat, with ra- 
ther increasing weight of emphasis, their 
cuejeoo-like admonitions. But, again 1 say, 
supposing us to lose by a war with America,* 
will the Morning Chronicle says that we 
ought to accede to the deman^ of the Ame- 
ricans ? I’hat is the question for him to an- 
swer. The Americans make demands upon 
us. They begin a quarrel. They demand, 
first, that we shouM suffer them to inveigle 
our seamen on board their ships, merchant 
ships as well as others, and that we should 
give up our right to search for such seamen. 
Second, they demand, that, when once tie 
said seamen, or any other subjects of the 
king, have received from them a bit of paper 
(price nine-pence) which they call a certifi- 
cate of citizenship, we shall acknowledge 
them as Americans, and, if we take them in 
the act of fighting against us, shall consider 
them merely as prisoners of war. Third, 


hostile to him^ or, it least, that we 
not make them conform to such order|p^* 
like manner as they had conformed, to 
decrees ; in other w'ords, that they shall be' 
permitted to hold our hands behind us, 
while Napoleon corhes in front and knocks 
us on the head. 3’hey demand, in short, that 
the king of England should put his hand and 
63a! to a treaty, acknowledging, that Arne-* 
rica; has, under the garb of neutrality, a 
right to do her utmost to destroy the En- 
glish navy, and to assist France m alk bei 
hostile measures against England. 'But, * 
taking the demands without any commenta- 
ry, will the Morning Chronicle say, that 
the ministers ought to submit to those de- 
mands, rather . than go to war ? I want a 
direct answ^er to this question. 1 have long 
applied for, but can never obtain it. There' 
is nothing more mean than to persevere*) n 
making representations of the evils of war; 
in harping upon the loss of trade, and the 
distress that will arise from it ,* in windings . 
up always with a cant about desperate po- 
j lilicians,^’ urged on by their blind pas- 
sions;” without ever meeting the question, 
whether the demands of the enemy ought 
to be submitted to. According^,” says 
this shuffling gentleman, in his paper 'l6f. 
Tuesday last, “ Aceording to the apprehen- 
sions of the American meif hants, an em- 
bargo will be immediately laid on the 
American shipping in our harbours. In-*- 
deed, the best informed persons are con-* 
vinced, that a war- between this coiittb'y 
and America is certain. This opinion Is 
justified by the conduct of ministers/* 
What conduct ? Good or bad ? Why do 
yotrnot strike ? " Willing to wound” ydti 
aie; but you want the courage to give the 
blow. You, perceive, perhaps, that it .r 
would recoil upon the- late ministers; and 
thus, divided between hope and fear, you 
content yourself with equivocal insinua- 
tion. When approaching war is the subj^t, ' 
the first question to ask ibis : is our 
just ? The next is : will the probable evila 
of war be less than tlie probable evilaof 
preserving peace upon the terms tfeebind^d. 
by the qpemy as the price of a continuatfod 
of peace ? If both these questions bo 
swered in the affirmative, tne conclusiop 
necessarily is, that war ought to tak^ platJe. 

In that case, or until these questions fekve 
been discussed, it is sheer nonsense tb run 
on in a strain of lamentation about the evils 
of war ; and, when the qnestibns have been 
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afgiied by oi^e.paitty, ;,pptuing to a conclusibn 
that W9r ought to .t;ibe place, it is downright 
brazen impudence in'the other to persevere in 
his laipeutation, without attempting to an- 
eyiret the arguments, by which it has been 
the probable evils of war 
be ^ss than ibe probable evils of pre- 
senting peace upon the enemy's terms. 

I wish the reader to bear in mind, that the 
denied of America, relative to the har- 
^bouringancl proteeijng of our seamen, w'as 
, IfOade long, before the Orders of Council were 
.dreamt of. It was made two years ago, or 
^theretibouts, and has been urged, in stronger 
and stronger language, exactly as Napoleon 
jhas advanced in his conquests. It is a de< 

» mand upon us to surrender the exercise of a 
ffreat maritime right ; to surrender what we 
deem essential to the maintenance of our 
.naval superiority. The Americans, there- 
.fdre, are the aggressors. They say, we 
wUi' have this of you ; you shall give up the 
eitercise of this right, or w'e will make you, 
by a war. This view of the matter ought to 
be constantly before us. It is not wc, or 
our lute or present ministers, who have been 
.picking a quarrel with them. It is they who 
have been picking a quarrel with us $ who 
bive been taking advantage of what they 
regarded as our embarrassments, to extort 
from us, in a moment of alarm, that which 
abould.be the lasting disgrace and final ruin 
pf our country. Talk of a peace, indeed! 
V^hat terms of peace should we have to ex- 
pect from Napoleon, if Mr. Jederson, by 
his non-impovtation act, could .scare bs unto 
a compliance with his demands ?— *.1 re- 
peat,, th^t J do not wish for a war with 
America, though 1 am convinced it would 
produce good to England, The blowing 
down of my neighbour's trees would do me 
gqod by letting the rhys of the sun in upon 
my garden, and in removing a dail}^ in* 
oeeasiug annoyance ; yet, it would be mean 
^;nd wicked in me to wihh to see thmi blown 
But, if he were to avail himself of 
shelter of tlu>, bnuu-hes of his- trees slily 
f i let stones drop down upon my head ; I 
e,>i; 2 uld think myself justified, not only in 
^ punishipg blip ofor hj,3 base and unprovoked 
ipaltciottsness, but in going, as fqr as the 
bw' Vould allow, to deprive him of the 
‘ of gratifying his malice Jn future, 

.p od thusame principle, if the Americans 
.iieave m uoaltCrnatiye but that'^of war or 
» surrender of our rights j if they will insist 
going to w^af , unless thpy are permit^ 
lel to bold pur h?nds wliilo France knocks 
bs on (be head ; tiien I would gladly see 
fheif government demolished, and their 
^untry divided and parcelled out in such U 


way, as 'would prevent the poMlbility ' of 
their making new demands, and, nndef- 
hand, aiding the &use of our enemy in £a« 
rope. This; if a war take place, our minis- 
ters have it completely in their power to ef- 
fect, and the effecting of it would inamorta** 
lize even the Duke of Portland, whom I have 
(perhaps unjustly) always suspected of having 
a strong bias in favour of the Americans. 

The New Amphyctionic Council *’ 

talk big, and big they will talk for a while* 
They will pass laws for the making of can- 
non foundries, for purchasing arms and am- 
munition, for raising millions of men, for 
erecting fortifications, and for building ships. , 
But, they neither will nor can do any of 
these. From the report of a late debate, it 
appears, that a motion being made for arm- 
ing the militia, a member said, tliat the mi- 
litia were 600, (X)0 in number, and that, at 
6 dollars a man, the sum required would be 
:^,600,000 dollars. He might have said 
three times that sitfii; for dollars, that 
is 1. O., will not equip a private foot 
soldier with ^ arms and accoutrements, in 
America; therefore, to arm the militia 
would cost more than the whole of a year's 
revenue, leaving nothing wherewith to pay 
the interest upon the national debt, not to 
mention the ** American navy," and the 
fortifications, and the other expenses of 
the year, including the wages of the mem- 
bers of Congress, Yet, the motion passed 
without a division ; and so it would, if it 
had been for arming the inhabitants of the 
rpoon. The member who suggested doubts 
as to the possibility of arming the roiiitia, 
observed, that they ought to have something 
better than the mop-sticks, with which they 
were at present armed. This was no figure 
of speech. It was the repre.sentation of a 
real fact. I have seen part of the rabble 
which (hey call their militia ; and, with the 
exception of the officers, I never saw one of 
them with a bit of iron, in any shape, in 
his band, the^hole thing being a mere biir- 
I lesque. Mr.^andolph, the wise author of 
the motion, said, that the far greater part 
of the cniJitia had arms of their own ; al- 
luding, Lsuppo^e, to tha Birmingham fowl- 
ing pieces, which they use most dextrous^ , 
ly in tlie killing of squirrels and birds. If 
these are replaoed by muskets, t^e musket^ 
must go from England, or, at least, from 
Europe; and, if war take pUce, ka\y 
arc they to gq ?— -'But, the be^t of it is, 
that, in a waragaipst us, this famous mili- 
tia .will be of no use; for we shall not, I 
hope, be silly enoug^j to atfempt 
tions" against theni. An order from tie Ad- 
miralty to ^koJ b^n, sink, 
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five «hip« of the lioe, teo or twelve frigates, 
a good supply of sloops^ and a bundle ot prO'* 
claqsations will settle the matter spe^ddy ; 
and it is quite as well to employ our ships tti 
this way« as to let them remain idly flapping 
their sails up the Medtterranean or plong the 
iron coast of France. 1 do not think it 
would be necessary^to take any one-pobt up- 
* on land, except, peihq):>, to cover an an- 
chorage near the mouths of the Mississippi. 
Nova* Scotia, on one jitdtJ, and New Provi- 
dence, on the other bide, would be quite 
sufficient as places of lendei^vous and for 
the speedy condemnation of prizes, lliere 
would be a bustle with privateers for a few 
months; and, about September next, the 
grass would begin to grow in the stiectsof 
the cities, all which ate situated near the 
coast. I cannot help, thus early, to press 
the objection to e.xpeditions, which must be 
teiiibly cxpeiibive, and which, against the 
Americans, would be, besides, woise than 
^useless ; because such ent^rpnzes would find 
them employment. I would securely stop 
their boles, and leave them to^ianel and 
fight amongst themselves, which they would 
soon infallibly do .—Accustomed, as I bo 
long was, to live uqder the abuse of the 
Flnglish-hating faction in Aniciica, I was j 
iK)tat all sni prised to hear, the other day, 
that some of them here had hired the co- 
lumns of a dH ty wretch, who conducts an 
obscure opposition paper in London, called 
** THE STATESMAN,” wherein to publish in- 
famous asperbions upon my character ; but 
false and infamous as these are, they aic trifl- 
ing to what were, by persons of the same 
description, published in Ameiica, and the 
sole provocation ot which was, my hav- 
ing stood forward in defence of the rights 
and the character of niy native coun- 
try. As to the half-famished caitiff, who 
has sold himself to this wuik of fuibishiog 
up fr^uently refuted lies, I bh<ill leave him 
to pine away with the faction who.are so base 
to accept of his services ; and, his Ame- 
rican employers may be assured, that no 
abuse of theirs shall ever draw roe aside frotii 
the question between the two nations. I 
have not suffered my personal injuries, great 
«as tliey were, to intrude themselves, into 
my mind I will not say, but certainly never 
into the discussion. Besides, if I were 
to balance the *love that I bear towards 
some persons in America against the 
hatred which I bear towards others, 
the former would have the decided prepon- 
derance. 1 have, as far as rpy information 
>vould go, fairly stated all the facts relating 
*to this dispute ; 1 have plainly jexpressed 
p^y ^ish tb^t a war should pfcioe, ratbey 


ihafi that my country should anbmit tt>> 
American demands ; 1 have ^ly given thia 
reasons upon which that wish is founded | ^ 
and, my opponents, instead of attenopting 
to shew, that my facts are false or my rea^ 
sons are unfounded, resort to outiagdoua^ 
invective, to calumnious, and infamiM^ 
personal accusations, which they know, to 
have been preferred before, and which they 
know to have been unanswerably piovcd to 
be void of even the slightest foundation, 

1 want no better proof of Uie badness of their 
cause. 

Cobbett’s Parliamentary PIistoivy; 
The lUrd. Volume of this Work be- 
ing now published, 1 think it right to give, 
respecting it, some information more thaa 
has been yet given, and more, indeed, thaa 
it was, until now, in my power co give.— 

111 the Prospectus, and also in the Preface, it 
was stated, that, as to the necesstQr of sucih m * 
Woik, It was, at this day, no easy matter 
merely to find the several books containing 
an account of the Parliameutaiy Proceedings, 
some of those books being very scarce and 
others excessively voluminous ; that, 8uppo« 
sing them all to be at hi^nd, the price of tnem , 
was no trifling consideration, seeing that it 
was quite itUprobable that any one would b# 

: able to purchase them for less tha^ On^ 

I tlundred and Fifty pounds $ that, these dif« 

I fioulties overcome, otheis, and more forifit- 
dable preseaited themselves to the acquiring 
of infoi Illation; for, that the volumes were 
so numerous, some of them so bulky, ail of 
them loaded, more or less, with matter un^ 
authentic, or wholly foreign from tJie sub- 
ject, their contents so badly arranged and, 
through the most bulky part of the work, 
they were so completely destitute of running 
Titles, Tables of Contents, and Indexes, that 
it must be the labour of^nany years for even 
the most industrious person, to come, by 
such means, at any thing like a competent 
knowledge of the History of the Parliament 
of England.— With a view of removing 
these difficulties, which I, in common with 
others, had experienced, tlie present work 
was undertaken. .It wsft desirable to bavw 
it as little expensive as possible, but without 
omitting any thing authentic, really making 
part of the Proceedings of Parliament, ana 
without crowding the matter so as to create, 
in that way, a new obstacle to perusal and 
research.* A calculation was made ; and, Ift 
was found, that, to combine economy with 
convenience, the form adopted for the 
liameniary Debates (which is the same a# 
that of the Political Register), would be the 
best, and would have the additional recom- 
mendation of cau^ipg volumes pf thia 
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Work te corRspoud-^vith ihdvoliitnes this pormanent shape; aBd> I cannot iet slip 

of the Parliimieiitafy Debates^ both works this opportunity of solrcitiiig further oom- 

iinUed making ^ complete Parliamentary municatioiis of ihis.sort, especially relating 

History, frotn the earliest" times down to the to the |K?riod from 1743 to 1774 , during 

preseotday. From this calcukition, it ap- which the Proceedings of Parliament, wer^ 

that, hy carrying each volume to. the (as evidently appears from our collections al- 

etfcent of 1500 pages, or thereabouts, the ready made) given, in print, in a manner so 

^bde of the work would be comprized in very defective and erroneous. It was re- ^ 

Sixteen Volumes, which, at the price of a solved, at the outset, to adhere, through 

^gainea 'and a half each volume, would bring every stage of the pvpceedings, to the m^st 

. it within the compass of moderate expcnce. strict impartiality ; nothing has, hifhertp. 

To almost every one, it will, at' first sight, nor shall be hereafter, either omitted, or in- 

Beem incredible, that the whole work, as' serted, on account of its being' favourable to 

ld)ove described, showld come into so com- the repiUntion or the doctrines of any party. . 


paratively small a space. But, when it is 
considered, that so large a part of the seve- 
Ml works above enumerated, is taken up 
With Narratives of Battles, Sieges, and of 
Domestic Occurrences; that whole pam- 
phlets of the day, and very long ones, are, 
in many places, inserted, just as they were 
published and sold ; that, when we come 
down to a later period, we, in numerous in- 
stances, find three-fourths of the volume 
filled up with Papers of mere momentary 
utility, substaniinlly repeated in ^bseqticnt, 
less diffuse, and more correct statements ; 
and that (as any one may easily verify) the 
Sixteen Volumes of this work will contain 


Whatever appears to have been actually said 
or done, in cither House of Parliament, that 
has any tendency to what ought to be the 
object of such a publication, has been, and 
shall be, as far as a'uthenric materials will go, 
recorded with scrupulous iideliry.— — I liave 
already observed, that the undertakhig of 
this laborious task was suggested by the dif- 
ficulties actually experienced by me ; and, 
as I was desirous of coming at useful know- 
ledge myself, so, in the planning and cxecu- 
Uog of the Work, practical utility has been 
the great object, leaving matters of antiqua- 
rian curiosity to the few jicihons who have 
leisure for such pursuits. In short, my de- 


ns much print as One Hundred and Forty sire was to make a book, of which, in put- 

common octavo volumes : when nil this is ting it into the hands of my children, 1 might 

cOhstdered, I shall not be thought to speak afely say, Read this ; herein will you 

random, when 1 say, that the whole of ' find a full and fhithful account, as far as 


the authentic and useful records of the Pro- ^ any man living can know, of what has 
I coedinga of*thc Parliament of England, of ‘ been said and done in the Parliament, 

that of Great Britain, and of that of the IJot- ' from iis first existence to the present d^y. 


ted Kingdom, down to the year 1803, when ^ Herein alno, and nowhere else, will you 
** Cobbett’s Parlxameittary Debates*’ ‘ find the true history of your country, a 
begin, will be comprized in these sixteen ^ knowledge of which, from this source. 


volumes.— To each Volume (as may be 
seen from those already published) theie 
Will be prefixed a "full and .clear Tabic of 
Contents; and, in the last Volume,* there 
will b® given a General Index to the 
whole Work, so complete that, I hope, it 
Iwill be found to leave noiiiing of any im- 
l^itance diffieult to be referred to,~ — As 
llie Wdi’k has proceeded, new sources of in- 
fdrmatton have opened 5 the examination of 
sHita work Has led to the examination of ario- 
Ibter. OfBciarpoouments, and alsoSpeech- 
.#9 havo been found in bo^s, never looked 
MOfl 9s coutaming an account of the pro- 
cMmgs in parliamcnt ; so that, ^om a list 
Which i have now made of the books whfeh 
-WUl be necessary to the completion of the 
vvork, I auft satisfied, that they will cost not 
less than seven hundred pounds. Besides 
these sources, afTofdcd by the press, several 
manuscripts have been received from gen- 
tlemen, anxious to have them prcserv^^l in 


* will enable you to avoid the errors, which 
‘ are but too frequently imbibed from the 
' reading of those romances, which are dig- 

* nified with the title of 'Hhiorl^s 0 / 
^ England'* Here will you find all the 
^ treaties, now upon record, ever entered 
^ into by your country ; the history of all 

* its connections with foreign natiofts ; of 
' tlie various changes in its feligious esta- 

* blishtfrents ; of its maimers at the several 

* 8tageiH)f its progress ; of all tlie nation^ 

* Failings and national virtues of ofir 

* fathers. Here you will not seea dmrfj|^ 
' tion of those' forefathers, a faint; 

* or exaggerated vesembldnce of them but. 
^ you will see them rise before you,- ahd 
‘ you will hear their words from their own 

* lips.” Such a Work it was my desire to 
make; tiiid such a work I ffatter myself I 
shall succeed in making.— ——The fourth 
Volume comprising the Period from the" 
RestoraCit^ Iff" ilSdD to the Death of Queeu 
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Anne tn 1714, will be published in 
next, and the two succeetbng volumeB du- 
ring the present year, Tbe maferials, as far 
as tho press has enabled us to collect, are al- 
ready collected *, tbe great diiBcuhies of the 
undeAaking are all overcome, and 1 can 
now, if health does not fail, pledge myself 
for the publication of at least three Tolumes 
*in every year, until the sixteen be com- 
pleted ; and, in order that nothing ma\' be 
wantirTg in the execution of the printing, 
and that^ it may be as deal and dm able as 
possible,' Mr T. C Hansard, the printer, 
has erected a .Stanhope press, -the powers of 
which are such a'- to insure to a sheet so 
large as that of thip work, an uinfarniity and 
indelibilityof impression, equal to those which 
me given to sheets of the smallest dimen- 
sions In conclusion*, it is necessary to 

state, dial, though I was from the first, con- 
fident of I lie final success of the work, to 
risk largely would have been imprudent j 
that, therefore, I began, dnd have thus far 
continued, \yuh punting Fifteen Hundred 
copies; but, that the subscriptions have 
now risen to a number sufficient to indue# 
me to begin tlie Fourth volume with Two 
Thousand copies ; and I cannot refrain from 
adding (I confess, with some degree of 
pride), that neither the Prospectus nor the 
Published Volumes have ever been adver- 
tised in any Newspaper, Magazine, Rc-view, 
or other publication, but in the Political Re- 
gister only, and, even in that, not above six 
or seven times. I wished, to see what I was 
able to accomplish, in this way, with my in- 
dejiendent powers ; how far the Woik 
would succeed by its own bare merits ; how 
fir the merit of useful laboui (for to no other 
do we make any pretensions) would meet 

with reward In future, when a volume 

is ready for delivery, an intimation thereof 
will b^ given in some of the most widely- 
circulated newspapers 5 and, it being neces- 
sary, as must be evident from the circum- 
stances above stated, to take, thus eaily, pre- 
cautions, calculated to prevent any broken 
sets remaining upon hand at the conclusion, 

1 take this opportunity of requesting all those 
gentlemen, who, take tbe work, to senfi 
their names to tbeir respective booksellers/ as 
no copies of any newly published volume 
will, on any consideration, be sold, but to 
purchasers of the former volumes. — Gen-^ 
tlecnen residing in Ireland, wishing to be- 
come subscribers, will please to apply to^ 
Mr. Archer, of Dublin.— ~N. R. Such 
Gentlemen as may be in possession^ of mate- 
rials which they may wish to contribute to- 
Vards the completion of tins Work^ and all 


. otheft having commuhicaaona of any imt 
make respecting it, are i^equested to addtwi#. 
their Letters tome, at No. 6 , Pantem ^uara^ 
London. — 

The several Cobrespondbnts, whose 
leiteishavenotyet been inserted/ are assur& L^ 
that they will all be duly attended to j hmj 
they must perceive, that it is necessary to 
suit the contents oi the Register to the events 
of the time of publication. The discussions^ 
relative to the Poor Laws, l^tbes^ and 
Commerce in general, are not, at this mo- 
ment, of so much immediate interest, as 
those rtlating to peace widi France, and wat 
with America — 1 beg all- persons, who have 
to wnle to me, upon /public matters, to 
direct their letters to N ^ 5, Panton Square, 
London ; and it is proper to add, that, for 
the reason before fully stated, 1 must decline 
receiving any that aie not free of the chaiga 
of postage — Southampton is not the posN 
town of Bolley ; Bukop's Waltham is. 
Scores of letters have gone back to (he ge- 
neral post-office for the want of being post- 
age-free ; but, after the notice that 1 bav# 
given, the fault is not mine. 

Botley, January 13, iS08. 


Thk Maniac’s Politics, 
(Extracted from the Courier of the gtk 
January, IbOSJ 

The unfortunate Maniac, whose interview 
with the Hon. Mr, Villieis, at Cranbuin- 
Lodge, in Windsor Jlorest, ’we mentioned 
yesterday, was last night conveyed back to 
the mad house at BethnaLGreen. Tiiere 
are some particulars in this unhappy meb^e 
case, which take it out of the common 
couise of cases of lunacy, and which arecal^ 
culated to excite in a more than common 
degree our sympathy and our pity. Hia 
anxiety to gain an intervfew with Mr.Villien 
was e«iremely great, and bis solicitations 
so earnest, accompanying them with saying 
that what he had to state would be attended 
with such excellent effects, that thd setvadti 
did not hesitate to admit him. The aocoont, 
as our readers recollect, said that be wished" 
Mr. Viiliers to introduce liim to HisMajei-» 
ty, because he bad several plans to submit^ 
and some public grievances to lay before Hio 
Majesty. Mr. Viiliers naturally enquired 
the nature of those plans, and the subject 
of those gyievancea. The onhappy^Waniae 
entered into them fully. He bi^jan WitK' 
tbe Catholic question, upon which he wad 
extremely agitated and vehement. He mtd 
that the country was lott without Cathcilfigs 
emancipation and without abolition oftythes| 
he enlaiged upon Bonapnile’s aitacbment 
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religious tolerattoo, ^siring Mr. Villidta to 
see bow the Em^rbr Napoleon attaches his 
subjects of ievcrx description to bis govern- 
nient) a^d banishes religions discord from 
among them j that all the Catljolic naiions 
be averse to any couiioxioii with us ; 
and that this was the real rauso of the failure 
of all the c'wlilioiis against rVatice.— He 
passed rapidly lo ihe Danish expedition, 
against which he spoke in strong terms ; 
calling it unpiecedentod, atrocitjus, and 
monstrous ; praised much the pacific and 
gentle nature of the Danes ; bemoaned the 
robbery cotniuitled upon them, and express- 
ed extreme anxiety that the Danish fleet 
should be sent back immediately.— The next 
subject he took up was that of our treatment 
of America, and askc-.l what must be the 
consequence should the voice of our des- 
perate politicians succeed in. prompting us 
to a war with -the United States? He had 
at his fingers* ends all the calculations about 
cotton, and was quite uneasy at the distresses 
which the want of cotton gowns and caps 
might produce : asking at tJie same time, 
what is to become of the immense multitude 
of our population, employed in the different 
departments of the cotton trade, should the 
American cotton be excluded from our mar- 
ket ?-^He was very violent upon the subject 
of out treatment of America, inveighed 
against Mr. Lyoifs ipotion relative to the 
transfer by young Mr. Erskine, our minister 
in America, of his father’s stock in the Ame- 
rican fund5,Vnd exposed Mr. Lyon's origin, 
dwjelling with much force opon his having 
emigrated from Ireland, and been sold upon 
bis arrival in America for a couple of bulli^ 
He said tlwt he nient to press his Majesty to 
consider wiiat was likely to be the future 
state' of the country since a former keeper 
of his Majesty's conscience had not thought 
proper tp trust his fortune in it, but bad 
chosen to invest his money in the American 
funds in preference to the British.— He was 
very desirous that his Majesty should encou- 
rage petitions for peace, and talked of tiie 
JOyCto men w’bo had lately assembled iu a 
room' at Oldham, m Lancashire, to draw-up 
a petition for peace. Peace upon Bonaparte's 
own terms, he streniously advised, Bonaparte 
being disposed to treat us with all the cle- 
mency and moderation of a conqueror.-— 
He tallM mtich of Lord Strangfbrd's dis* 
patches, andb^rsting into a louderloue,.&aid, 
be ielt it to be his duty to expose fully^ and, 
unanswernil^9 the mean' devices by which 
tbe Treasury advocates, and among them the 
accredited agents of ministers, had attempted 
to mislead the public intb> a belief that tbe 
pmi^ration of the court of Lisbon had been j 


partly owing to the measures of bur Cabinet 
He contended, from Lord Strangford's dis« 
patch, that neither he nor Ins employers bad 
any share whatever in the fortunate event 
which had taken place — that every thing was' 
done by* them which men could do to .make 
the plan fail— ami ih.it much loss had been 
siuuined by their blundcMs, nolwilhstunding 
the lucky accidents which befriended us.— 
Lord Strangford's appoinimcnl as Minister 
to the Brazils, seemed to give him great un- 
easiness — ^I’he idea of his Lordship having 
translated a work of Camoens inflamed his 
indignntion ; and he said when he saw this. 
|>erson sent to repre.sent, among a new and 
allied people, the dignity of our Sovereign, 
and of the bravest, most man!y, truest na- 
tion on the face of the earth — when -he saw 
that the interests of England, of her com- 
merce, and her political relations" with her 
only remaining Ally, w^ere to be intrusted 
to a young Poet, it w^as natural for him to 
give vent to fceliftgs wjiich he experienced 
in proportion to his patriotism, 9iid in com- 
mon with* every thinking man.— Finally, he 
sgid, his object in his proposed interview 
with liis Majesty was to impress upon his 
Majesty the necessity of calling back to his ’ 
councils ** all the talents, weight, character, 
and consideration in the country,” who 
could alone save the country by making 
peace upon Bonaparte’s own terms. — Mr. 
Villiers towards the latter endof the unhappy 
maniac’s speed), having suggested some ob- 
• j^etions to the accuracy of his statement, 
he instantly took fire, and said he bad all 
tne documents in his pocket ; upon wdneh 
he directly pulled out a large bundle of 
Morning Chronicles, and said “ here ar^the 
documents,” which he threw indignantly 
xipon the table; hinting that he was the 
Windkir correspondent of the Morning 
Chronicle, and that the letters in thaKpaper 
signed A. B. — Veritas — an Englishman— 
Junius — wcj’e written by him. This may 
account for the great similarity between 
several parts of (he Maniac’s speech to Mr. 
Villiers, and some articles in the Morning 
Chrariicte, — It may also account for the 
Morning Chronicle being more accurately 
and fully informed upon the subject of thpL 
proceedings of the Iilaniac at Windsor than 
any other paper. — Since his return to 3 <^th- 
gal Green, all persons of talent, rank, 
weight, and consideration in the country’* 
have been to see him. 

IRXLAN'n, AS IT IS. 

ViNDRX, Letter L 

Sir,- t-Xhe accomulating dangers of the” 
British thp vast importance pf thC^ 
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resource^v which he derived from Ire^ the Aedtd ihliuence of averice end per soiUii^ 
land, for sqrmoiinttn^ them, and your per* ambition. 'Hiat power, which waa to eager^ 
severing and ^public spirited endeavours to ly sought lor private ends, was exercised 
direct public attention to the situation of that without much regard to public Interests. If 
unhappy country, mint ine\’itab)y force the the men in office could but preserve thtpr 
consideration of its affairs Upon parlidiiienr, places, they were little soliciloos for the 
at an early period of the approaching session, nioval of public grievances. The nation be* 
The measures, pui suing by tiw patriots on came successively the dupe, and the tool of 
Ihe other side of the channel, and the Ian conning courtiers, and canting demagogues; 


guage, held by their paitisans on ibis, shew 
tlearly,* that the subject will be brought into 
discussion, without a possibility of option or 
alternative. Indeed, so manv, so various, 
and such essiMilial interests depend upon the 
unaniniovis co-operatioii of »ilJ parts of the 
empire, at this moment of expected universal 
warfare, that the legislature c juld not, con- 
sistently with its constitutional duty, abstain 
fiom^ solemn inquiry into the causes of dis- 
contents, notoriously existing in any one part 
of the kingdom, with a view to re-establish 
universal harmony, by a wise and salutary 
redress of limited or local grievances. Ta- 
king It for gianted, then-lore, that either, 
fiom a sense of duty, ihe pariiaTuent, or, 
flora party motives, the ousteJ faction, will^ 
bring this most impoitaiit question into 
early discussion j I am peisuaded, that a fair, 
a candid, and an impartial statement ot the 
real situation of that country, will not be 
unacceptable to your readers, and may have 
very beneficial efiects, by removing the 
gross misconceptions that too geneially pre- 
vail upon this subject. — It has been the lot 
of Ireland, during the whole of last century, 
to be made the sport,, and the prey of the 
factions, that successively possessed them- 
selves of the government there, ITiesame 
cant words, that marked the distinctions of 
paities in this country, were adopted with 
equal zeal, and maintained with moie oppo- 
sition and obstinacy in that. Ued hoi loyalty 
and fallow and hypocritical patriotism, 
proved altanately, the instruments of paity 
aggrandisement. The men at the head of 
affairs weie frequently changed, but the 
measures of the executive conlinued uni- 
form and unaltered, into whatever hands the 
admini.stiation of afialts might have fallen. 
Popular complaints, and public grievances < 
were equally postponed by every Action, to 
the moie interesting objects of promoting 
family jobs, and providing for party cohnec- 
tions. Any liberal system of policy was !n- 
' compatible with such contracted views and 
selfish principles. There could be no gene-' 
rous expansion of motive, no npnght or en- 
lightened piinciple of administration, whilst 
the source of every noble impulse, of every 
exalted sentiment was contaminated in the 
hearts of all descriptions of public men, by 


who, as ihey ascended to power, by deceiv- 
ing the p#»ople, invariably endeavoured 'to 
preserve it by betraying riiem. Hence th«t 
distinction of councils, that rancooroiis hos- 
tility ()1 political antagonists, which sprefd 
animosity and disunion throughout the king- 
dom, and laid the foundation for those de- 
plorable st'cnes, which can nevei be remem- 
bered widiout nlUiction, nor toutemplaTed 
but with honor. Several important mea- 
sures, however, bad been, from time, to 
time accomplished, highly conducive to the 
prosperity and independence of Ireland ; but 
their success vias, in no small degree, owing^ 
to critical times and fortunate combinations 
of circumstances. Much had been done, but 
much still remained fo bcatchieved ; when 
designing men, taking advantage of tbo 
want of confidence in public characters, and 
the sense of ctisip|K)intment on the part of 
the people, piecipitated a convulsion, thkt 
threatened immediate ruin to that, and great 
and imminent danger to every other part df 
the empire. The storm was some time gif- 
iheriug. whilst all the phenomena of the po- 
litical atmosphere poi tend^ed a di^iadful ex-> 
plosion. The eventful moment at length 
ni rived, when by the favour of Providence^ 
the vigilance of the existing government, 
the jarring elements, which produced 
tempest, the havoc it occasioned, was, fti « 
great measure, confined U) the spot upott 
which It burst. The shock was violent and 
tiemendous, but the fury of the hurricane , 
was soon spent; yet, (hough an apparent 
calm succeeded, the bodings of just appre- 
hension had not been so easily silenced, and 
the distant, but scarce percepttSle rumblinga 
of new convulsions seemed to attest, that the 
hour of pen! was not then* past.— This Wfts 
the state of things tn Iie>aod> when the 
question of an incorporating union waa 
brought forward. Alive to the dangers, that 
bung over the country, aware of the fruitleai-^ 
ness of hope, for measures of concilffttion^ 
from their lawn distracted parltameiit|^d 
anxious to transfer the cause ofa'tfrhoMrw 
pie, from partial, provoked, find pi^ndietd , 
judges, to the bar of a liberal and enltthtdried 
legislature, every man in Ireland, who loved 
British connection, 'ahd detested French 
principles and fraternity, gave his cordial 
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and streiwous support to the measnffe. It 
would' be invidious^ as it would now be un- 
generous, toimputo sinister motives to those, 
who,,|a parliament, opposed the union. They 
are now politically defunct as a body, and it 
not; my disposition to violate the sanctify 
if the tomb, or insult ihc ashes of the dead. 
History will do justice to their motives and 
^ir conduct; and, tn d»-'ciding upon the 
. characters of the principal agents in this 
fransaction, will reveal, how fariheirhostility 
to the measure may, or may not, have been 
influenced by tiie same considerations of 
partial or personal interest, wdiich dictated 
the local opposition displayed against it in 
various pv'irticular . parts * of Ii eland. The 
great mass of the people was either favour- 
able, or certainly not hostile, to the union. 
The Protestants were divided on the ques- 
tion ; . the Catholics, where they did not.sup- 
port it, were absolutely neuter; but, the 
thinking and disinterested part of the com- 
munity,. of whatever sect or persuasion, 
were its most zealous advocates. A century 
of political squabbles, and disgusting con- 
tests for the loaves and ^shes, had suflicient- 
ly proved the inefficiency of the existing or- 
der of things, to any purposes of enlarged 
Policy or national tranquilllsation. Whilst the 
Irish legislators had liberty and the glorious 
mvolution constantly in their mouths, they 
. cherished oppression and persecution in their 
liiearts. They kept four-tifths of the nation 
in a state of civil liondage, and called that 
fleedom ; «tbey mainiained with a high hand 
the insulting ascendancy of the remaining 
^fth of the population, and called that the 
constitution, in their jargon, the nation 
UKas free, btx:aus« the faction was not en- 
jflavod ; as if it was possible for a popular 
constitution to exist, where the people was 
exploded from alPthe Jbeuefits of it. Look- 
hig, theretbre, to the materials, o£ which 
tjl^e Irish parliament was composed, looking 
totbe manner^ in which that body was usual- 
ly, chosen and cottstituted f looking, too, to 
th^aoevitables^and no, remote consequences 
to Ir^nd, and to the Empire, of a perseve- 
rance in the nifrraw and illiberal iwlicy, 
lyith which that country bad been so long 
fatally misgoverned, every impartial 
qnd considerate man of the nation hailed the 
tiuioii, as the dawn of a new and 
in the.mmals of his coun- 
however, Which that 
toCiUrq. Jr^C^Cfivcd, was not gratuitous or 
If the prospect hdd out to Ire* 
from the gloomy 
feaiures.'presented in tbe'sad retro.spect of 
fuflbrings, Umre A^hl not have been 
ibiuid jan wiio would be a party to 


thb parricidal extinctiott'^ Mft oputllrjr from 
the nations of the woilS^ oir-Wtto ,wie^ld not 
have preferred even themdbkery bf Indepen- 
dence to the reality of subjection, aggravated 
by the continuance of unmitigated political 
oppression. It* was upon the distinct^ 
and re?cognized admission, that the union 
would lead* to the total abolition of tl'ose^ 
odious restrictions, which had so long dis-* 
ligured and disgraced the Itish code, that the 
union was so effectually supported For, as 
his Majesty’s rfelgn had been distinguished 
by successive acts, for the relief of his Ca- 
tholic subjects trom disabilities, imposed up- 
on them in times ot turbivlence and danger, 
and these acts had uniformly originated with 
the government, and were pressed upon the 
Irish Parliament, ir could never have entered 
into the head of any one, that any opposition 
to the final abolition of all distinctions was 
to be apprehended in any quarter, after the 
demise of that parliament. Still less could 
it have been apprehended, that such an op- 
position would have been made by any 
branch that legislature, which had ap- 
proved of the constitution of Corsica, or 
passed the act, 3 1 Geo. 3. chap. 31 for the 
settlement of the Canadas. By the consti- 
tution of Corsica, which, 1 believe, was fully 
confirmed by his Majesty, though not sanc- 
tioned by Parliament, the Catholics of that 
island were granted privileges, not enjoyed 
by any British subject, and even a religious 
establishment was arranged for them, in 
concert with the Pope. The act of settle- 
ment of the Canadas, which is an act of the 
legi.slaturc, establishes the Catholic religion 
in those provinces, by authori.sing the Ca- 
tholic clergy to receive tythes from their 
Catholic parishioners, and allows the coun- 
cil and legislature of these colonies to be 
composed indifterently of Catholics and Pro- 
testants. Two French wars have 'occurred, 
since the transfer, by treaty, of Canada to 
Great Britain ; and yet it is notorious, that 
no symptom of dihaflection to the British 
government has ever appeared amongst its 
inhabitants, either before or since the act of 
settlement. It would be difficult then tor 
•point* out any good reason, why Catholics,' 
wlio had been, priwza Jitae, less trust worthy^ 
m having imbibed necessarily, under their 
former government, French feelings of hos- 
tility against this country, ^ should be admit- 
ted^ to the enjoyment of poliftcitl fights,' ' 
which are to be denied to native Cathofles, 
whose every feeling' is truly British, aiid 
whose only security it is to identify 
British interests and connectioni, .But, If^ 
the reason of the thing be hot easily dis^y^- 
abl 0 ,the principle of faltb^ upqtv which ihi9 
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distinction has been attempted tobejosti- 
' fied» 4s still more unintelligible. One can- 
not easily conceive a scruple of conscience^ 
that could apply to one, uritbout being equal- 
ly applicable to both cases. It ^ ouLd appear 
to common sense^ common honesty, or vul- 
gar notions of obligation^ impossible for any 
casuistq^ to establish any ditference between 
* the tw# t'aseSf that would not be favourable 
to the claims of the Catholics of the United 
Kingdom. But^ I shall not pursue this to- 
pic further now. What 1 have stated will 
be sufficient to expose the folly and absur- 
dity of the ground, on which these claims are 
' said to be resisted. The question does not^ 
at present, need lo be much pressed. Glo^\- 
ing dangers will open men’s eyes to its im- 
portance. The rational part of the British 
public, and the whole of the Iiish public 
(for 1 make no account of their mad bigots) 
are converts already to the dncti Ine, no less 
liberal than just, of equal burthens — equal 
laws— equal rights. The time is not very 
distant, when tliesc claims must be grafted. 
By must, I do not mean cxtcnutUlorce, but 
moral oblig;ition. Political necessity will 
impose the obligation, and motives of pru- 
dence will clischuigc it. '1 he «uitov may in 
the first instance meet w'ith a repuKe , but, 
if the dame, after some dnlliance sluuld still 
continue to hold out, she runs the hazard of 
seeing her inamorato eiigiossed by a rival. 
Mr. Grattan s.i}s that there is a French party 
in Ireland. I do not believe it ; but, I am 
f-urc, not, that Iheie is a ch«couturted party 
in iieland, but that Ireland ia discontented. 
If GrcMt Britain turn a dcai eariothejnst 
complaints of that nation, she may create, 
W'liat I am convinced docs not now exist 
tlicre, a French party. I must confess, 

‘ however, that I do not think ilic final email- 
I'ipation of the Catholics of such importance, 
ei(licr/o tlie interests or tranqiflhty of Ire- 
land> as it is to the security and welfare of 
the empiic. The grant ut political rights, 
which are, and would be, unavailing, with 
respect tg the great ,bulR of the population 
of that country, could not render them in- 
sensible (o the pressure of the heaviest prac- 
tical burthens, to which the mass of any 
patiou has ever yet been subjected. But the 
throwing open the different departments of 
the state to the talents and ambition of so 
numetous a class of subjects, as tlie Boma# 
Catholics, would have the most iminediatl 
and decisive beneficial effect upon the public 
service. In the army and navy this w ould 
be particularly teU, for the sons of the nobi- 
lityagd gentry of that persuasion, who would 
iiiiMk^Tately take advantage of the opening, 
vvouid draw after them such a multitude of 


perfcns into both services, as would in all 
probability carry fhe effemive strength df 
each to the full amount of their respective 
establishments. But, as a tranquillising mea« 
sure for Irebnd, the emancipation of the 
Catholics would prove very inefieetual. 
the multitude, that is rather an object of s 
lowable pride, tban of any real utility. A 
few ot the- higher dastes might indeed have 
an opportunity of taking advantage of Ft, to 
get into situations of political consideration, 
from which they are at present excluded. 
When 1 consider how' little is demanded, or 
can he acquired, by the emancipation, I find 
it diffiruk to account for the impediments^ 
that obstruct its prcgiess, oq any other scOtc, 
than that of diie infatuation. No shadow 
of suspicion was eier entertakietf against the 
biglicr classes ot the Catholics, and yet it ia 
to tJiem that indulgence is to be dealt out 
wjiii a sparing hand. Every light, that the 
lower classes of Pioiestaiit subjects enjoy, is 
equally pailicipated by the Catholic of (ho 
saOiu rank, without any inconvenience or evil 
wlntcvcr. In the higher classes, indepen- 
dent of the geiierjl attachment, that must bo 
fell to a common and equally protecting go- 
veinmcnt, education, hnbit, and the posses* 
‘bion of pioperly affoid ample security £ar 
the constitutional use of any political right ot 
privilege, which mey be granted to tliem. 
The V. hole question refers to them exclu- 
slvtly, at least, as to any immediate effect of 
its adoption. For, ao to the gicat majority 
of the Catholics, they are not solicitous for 
the removal of disabilities, which do not af- 
fect themtelves, except so far, as artful aod 
designing agitators may persuade them, that 
the lemovnl ot these disabilities is connected 
with the ledrcss of tlieir grievauccs. To 
tranquil! ise 1 1 eland, therefore, the only efiec- 
tual cour.^te is, to inquire* fully into the causcf 
q 1 the discontents, that exist in that country, 
and to endeavoui (o remove them, as far as 
legislative remedies can be applied for that 
puipose. Those, who know Ireland best, 
must be bensible, that, though* pnrliamentarjr 
interference may do much, theie will re- 
main many souices of grievance, which Can- 
not be come at by any legislative enactments* 
^The evils, which weigh down that unfortu- 
nate country, have not thcir foundation al- 
together in any defect of law, or abuse of 
power, or limitation of rights, orexclusiyd 
privileges] but they are compounded of all 
these, exaggerated— aggravated— cxasfm? 
ted by base passions, rancorous prejudicei« 
aud factious feelings, which, (ike so mauyE 
excrescences, fasten upon the fair stock of 
society, and'intcicept the liourkUmeDt, that: 
should he allowed freely ter circulate^ and 
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carry life, fertility, aiid vigour, to all its most 
remote or mhmte branches. Prom such a 
complicatiou of causes there must naturally 
result many grievances, which cannot be re- 
drej^sed by any positive institution. <>f this 
have It satisfactory, or rather, (because 
Sdcli a circumstance cannot be satisfactory) 
an indisputable evidence in the proceedings, 
lately set on foot, in that .country, by the pa- 
triots and land proprietors, with respect to 
tythes. Those verj public spirited and dis- 
interested gentlemen would fain persuade 
us, tJiat the great hardships of the people of 
Irelan.d, arise solely from the operation of 
lythes. But they do not seem to be aware, 
that the clergyman’s properly, in tythes, 
rests upon as valid a title in law, and upon a 
much stronger ground in reason, than their 
property in (heir respective patrinicnies 5 
'and one cannot help pitying the fatuity, with 
^vhich they are endeavouring to sup the 
foundation of their own titles to their pos- 
^ssions, by decrying or weakening titles, 
which are founded upon precisely the same 
aotbority. 1 do not, nor ran I, deny, that 
the operation of tythes in Ireland is a griev- 
ance j but, I still do contend, that with all 
the vexations attending their collection, they 
form but a very small portion of the oppres- 
SiQii, under which the great body oftLe peo- 
ple of that country labours. Yet, I would 
ask> how it has happened, that those very 
tMtriotic gentlemen, ,in descanting upon the 
hardships of tythes, have uniformly connect- 
ed them vAth the clerical establishment. 
They could not be ignorant, that one- third of 
the tythes of Ireland is in the hands of lay 
impropriators, and it was in fairness due to 
that most respectable body, the clergy of 
Ireland, that they should state, how far the 
' exactions of those lay proprietors kept pace 
vidth, or fell short of, the rates levied, on be- 
half of the clergy. The fact is, that,*in all 
times^ the church and the clergy have been a 
most abundant theme of ridicule and oblo- 
quy to unprincipled witlings and hollow po- 
liticians. A short lived popularity would be 
the consequence of^overthrowing'the church 
establishment, but if the mass of the people 
were to be admitted to a participation of the 
plunder, they would not easily be induced to 
respect that popularity, if it interfered with, 
the pursuit of similar game. I would not 
be understood here to insist, that ty (hes ought 
to be Continued in their present shape in 
Ireland : on^ the contrary, it is my 6 rm coo- 
yiotionj that the country would derive mo.st 
important benefits trom a fair commutation ; 


and, I am equally persuaded, that the ejiergy 
would be gainers by any arrangement^ that 
would give them an adequate compensatioti 
for their property in tythes. My object has 
been not to justify grievance, but to repel 
aggressita). li has been a favourite practice 
with the landed j)roprietors of Ireland, to ' 
cast a veil over their own exactipps, by 
drawing the whole attention of the public 
to their rnisre presentations of those of the 
clergy. As the subject will certainly be dis- 
cussed in parliament next session, it becomes 
the duty of every man who is anxious for the 
tranquillity and welfare of that countiy, to 
illustrate it with all the light which his ex- 
perience can supply. With this view the 
present communication is addressed to you. 
Sir, and, if you should deem it worthy of 
insertion, it shall be followed by others in 
sncre^s’on, on the same subject, and to the 
same purpose ; whit h, however deficient* 
they may be, in stile or manner, will cer- 
tainl} possess the rrferit of excluding all mat- 
ter, but wh^t is founded on unexc^'plionable 
anthoiity, «or bottomed upon the personal 
experience and observation of, Bir,yonrs,/kc, 
&c.— ViNDEY. London, Decemler 14, 

iso;, 
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(Conlinnvd from p. 64 J 
Jamaica. — Resolutions, passed unanimously 
hy the House vf Assembly, on the 2Qlhrf 
Oct, 1 b 07 , relative to the distressed state 
of the Colony, and especially to the Aboli* 
tion Act, passed by the last Parliament, 
What has been long known and felt 
here, has been lately fully proved be- 
fore a Committee of the House of Com- 
mons, that, from the operations of the 
causes which we have only briefly adverted 
to, the great staple of the British West In- 
dies, sugar', dees not sell in the markets of 
the mother country for the duties, with the 
cxpences and charges of sending it there.-— 
And that, with the .exception of a few plan- 
tations on a veiy- large scale, or under cir- 
cumstances peculiarly fortunate, no revenue* 
wha>*»veV is left to the planter, for the sup- 
pbrt of his family, or the satisfaction of hie 
creditors.— -The Committee need hardly 
present that the only permanent source 'of* 
taxation must be the clear revenue of the in- 
tflviduals composing the society, who give 
up a proportion of it to the general use, and 
for the common safety. In whatever maniUtp 
that proportion may be, raised. 

(To be continuetL} 
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Offorgc Rose, Secretary of the Treasury, uii.ler the late minister, Pitt, states, in a paraph let, cntitlc^d 
“ Examination into the Incr«isc of the Kevenuo, Commerce, &c.’^ that the whole of the voluntary 
tioTifi in France amoumed to but “ a tritie more than the free gift of an lingli.sh manufacturer to the VoluitUt- . 
** ry ContnUutions for carrying on the last war** (by which war commerce was incrca'Cd Instead of dim i* 
nished), ** the single subscripMon of which niamilacmrer, in one payment at the Bank of Kngtand, was 
** 10,00(fl.** The writer adfls, that he “ feel-* infinire .siii'jLciion in publishing to ihe world the name or 
“ Robert Peele, Fsq.ofBury, I.ancashire, who thu : exalted the national character.*' The writer does, how- 
ever/ omit to stale, that, in a very tew months after this free .,w‘t was made, to the exaltation of tfta nattodal 


character, the said EnglLsh manufacturer was created 

97] — - -- 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS.. 

Pj:ace.-— It appears, that, within 
the^e lew da} s, the sort of pacific ogling, that 
had been going on for some lime, l)etww*cn 
Prance and ns, has been put an end to. But, 
a publication, in ihe French official paper, 
the Moniteur,*’ of the 7lh iimtaiU, does, 
in an indirect way, let us know what are 
the views and intentions of Napoleon with 

respect to peace. Tfijs putdication is a 

commentary upon the king of Fjigland's De- 
claration, i.ssncd in answer to rtiat of the 
limpcror of Russia j and, through thi.s chan- 
nel, we are given to undersiaiul, that a for- 
mal recognition, on our part, of* the ** l.i- 
berty of the Seas,” will not be insisted up- 
on, at the en-suing peace. I'liis way of con- 
veying his senlinienfs to us, and of letting 
us know his intc*ntions, is, to say the least 
of it, nnwortliy of the man who calls him- 
self, and who really is, the conqucM’or and 

lawgiver of Europe. 1 lo<dv upon no other 

part of the commentary as being of any im- 
portance. 1 care not what he says of, or 
what he does to, Prussia or Russia or Austria 
or Hanover or any other of ihe countries of 
. (Germany or Italy. I leave the disputes 
about the treaty of Tilsit and Lord Liudcr- 
dale’.s ini.ssloii to be settled by those, who 
think >that reasoning about rights and wrongs 
has any thing to do with the termination of 
our war with France. 1 see, in Napoleon, 
a man who has conquered the continent of 
Europe; whose mind is firmly bent upon 
the conque.st of this kingdom ; who was in 
hopes of being able so to embarrass us, as to 
induce us to give up those maritime riginS, 
without exercising which it is impossible that 
we should resist his power for any length of 
time ; who has now perceived, that he can- 
not, at present, frighltn us into a toniKiJ 
surrender of tho^e rights; and who ha.s, 
vk|herefi)re, taken t^e circuitous way, nbovc- 
mentioned^ to let us know, that he will nuf 
Dow lnsUt upon that point.— -liCt us now 
take tlie part of the paper, which relates to 
this matter. It oonnes after a quointiou from 
that part of tlie £Maratiou of the king, 


Baronet. 

C9S 

wherein ho .says, that he^ will, in spite all 
combinations agnm.st him, assert those 
rigliLs, the exercise of which has maintained 
the maritime power of Engkind. Upon ibis 
p.Tss.'ige it i.s, tliat the Moniteur makes the 
following remarks.^ — “ That wliich luift 
maintained ilie maritime power of Eng- 
*' land lias not been tyrannical principles or 
“ nn xiins, but the policy, the energy, tbt* 

'' good .sense, and tlie pnident conduct of 
** your ancestors j it is the divisions- which 
they have oiien had the address to scatter 
on the continent. That which wdll es- 
senlially coiunbute to its flet-truction is 
“ ihe thouglnlessne.ss, precipitancy, vib* 

“ Iciice, and silly arrogance of their succirs- 
sors, The Emperor of Russia wishes for 
a maritime peace. Austria, France, and 
Spain participate in these sentiments. 

“ You I.'ave declared that the negociation 
** wiih France * wasf only broken off upon 
points nlFeciing the iiueresls of Rnssta.* 

** Wherefoie, then, ue again a-ik, Ho you 
continue the war r V/hy, it is because 
you do not wish for peace.’*— ~ Let us 
iinilatc the Moniteur, and diKpatcIi as we 
proceed. Tyrannical principles” is a 
phra.se of doubtful mt^^ning, in this case ; 
becaust^ what you call tyrannical, we 'da 
not ; *!aiul, while we thank you for the just 
appiau.se, which you bestow upon our an* 
ccstors, we must insist, that if is merited, 
only because they held, and resolutely acted 
upon what you are pleased to Csill ** tyran- 
nical principles;” for, from the time tlififc 
this country bore the name of England, it ^ 
claimed a right of sea dominion, a.*} .ibi»alute 
as that which any sovereign, or state, has 
upon the laud; and, the fault, nay, the 
crime, of their clchceiidants ha.s been, that 
tl'.ey li.ivc^ step by step, receded from fhif 
claim, placing England, in respect to mari- 
time rights, upon ihe same footing with fhflj 
olliev states of Europe, yielding, (^little end 
little, to the newfangled code of. maritima' . 
Liws, hatdied in tljc univer&itics,of Gcrtna- 
ny, by the professors pensioned by Deri- 
jujurk, lUiShiHj FrancC/ and Holland. Our 

D 
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'it 

•* ancestors/' of whose pf)Ucy, energy^ 

** and good sense’* yovi speak, would have 
made war for their whole life long, rather 
Uiatt hive suffered, the powers of the conti- 
nehifto encroach upon the maritime domi- 
Thjdh of England; it is, therefore, an uii- 
. lucky choice in you to api^eal from us to j 
them, who speak to us from the grave, and 
reproach ul for having already, dastard-likc, 

, giveif up, what they, at all hazards, through 
all troubles and revolutions, so resolutely 

ptcscrved. And what is there in the- 

principtes of our maritime rules, which sa- 
vour of tyranny ?’* You think it no tyran- 
ny to erect a kingdom of Westphalia, in vir- 
tue of your right of conquest. Indeed, king 
Jerome expressly tells his new subjects, that 
it is upon that right he comes to reign over 
them. The same is your plea in all the 
Gjountnes upon the continent of Europe; 
and, lam by no means disposed to dispute 
its validity. Conquest gives right of domi- 
nion. It is so ; it always has been so, from 
tlie time of Joshua to the present day ; and 
it always must be so. But, if you claim 
this right upon the land, why are not we to 
claim it upon the sea? There is no differ- 
ence in the two cases, that I can perceive, 
except this, that, while it is notorious, that 
your conquests are not at all necessary to the 
defence of France, it is equally notorious, 
that to exercise dominion upon the sea is ah. 
solutely necessary to the defence of England. 
To say, thaj the sea is not liable to the same 
roles as the land is absurd. It suits you to 
call the sea the ** high-way of nations,** be- 
cause it is upon the sea alone that we have 
power to atinoy you, or to defend ourselves ; 
but, can it be maintained, with any shew of 
reason, that a nation surrounded by the wa- 
ter, a considerable «part of its property and 
population being always upon that dement, 
shall have no rights there other thah those 
possessed in common with continental na- 
tions ? You may as well attempt to persuade 
us, that the birds and the beasts have as 
much right to the use of the waters as the 
fish have. ^Thp next passage of these re- 

marks of the Moniteur is well worthy of at- 
tention. ** It is because you do not wish 
for peace that you raise useless questions. 
France, Austria, Spain, Holland, Naples, 
s,ay, as well as tlte Emperor of Russia, 
that they proclaim alike the principles of 
the ann^ neutrality. Thow powers 
have, doubtless, the right to declare the 
principles which are to be the rule of 
their policy 5 they have the right to say 
on what epuditions it becomes them to be 
your enemies, or neutral. You, you 
proclaimonew the pfiociples of your ma- 


riling laws. Well, then I This opposk* 
tion of principles will not be an impedi- 
ment to the re-establishment of peace. 

** They have on neither side any effect du- 
'' ring peace ; they have no application ex- 
** cepi when you are at war with a radri- 
time power; but in that cas.e each go- 
vernment has the right and power to con- 
sider the first violation of its flag as an act 
of hostility. The circumstances in \vhich 
** you will then find yourselves will deter- 
mine your conduct then. If it is with 
France that you are at war, you will not 
judge her a power sufficiently feeble to 
render it indifferent to you whether you 
draw other enemies upon you, and ypp 
“ will shew some consideration for the rek 
of Europe. You did not venture to in- 
'' suit the flags of every power, till you had 
the address to arm ail the .continent 
against France. It was then your mari- 
lime principles vyere changed; and they 
became more unjust and more violent, in 
proportion as your continental connec- 
tions became more contracted, or your al- 
lies maintained with mure difficulty the 
uggle in which you had engaged them. 
It was thus that when Russia was obliged 
to collect all her force against the French 
in Poland, you violated her flag, and re- 
fused her, in respect to her commercial 
treaty, concessions which you shewed 
yourselves disposed to grant when she 
had no longer any enemies to combat. 
I'hc powers of the continent, in proclaim- 
ing anew the principles of the armed 
neutrality, do but announce the maxims 
ui>on which they purpose to act in the 
next maritime war. You cannot prevent 
their directing their policy as they under- . 
stand it ; they exercise in this the right 
which appertains to all governments, 'and 
to the usurpation of which they^would 
have nothing to oppose but the ultima ra- 
tio regum. On your part, you proclaim 
the principles of your maritime laws, that 
is, the maxims which you will employ hi 
your' next war. The continent has no 
interest in demanding from you either de- 
clarations or renunciations. Declarations 
would have no effect, from the moment 
you migb't think yon could forget them 
with impunity. Aenunclatipn^ are, with- 
out an object, since we cannot renounce 
what we do not possess. If we judge of 
what you will do, by what you nave hi- 
therto done, we may conclude, that yhu 
will not require fiom the powers of the 
continent, either dedaration or renun^ 
tion 5 and as they will dema,Dd none ftoda 
you, tbm is hence tioquasttoa 
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DO difficulty to resolve; there is * nothing 
** which C£fn retard for a day the blessings 
" of peace.”-— This is^ I think, as palpa- 
ble a sneaking as I ever met with in all my 
lifp. As awkward a one, too, as 4t is posst* 
ble to conceive. Mr. Talleyrand’s good 
genius certainly did not prcduininato in the 
Sour when these notes were penned. What! 
all the boasting about “ conquering the li- 
berty of the seas” come to this ! Wliynot 
have told us, at once, tliat you found that 
you had got hold of the wrong horn ; that 
you had been deceived ; that you, therefore, 
^ave up the design of forcing us to yield the 
right of search : why not act thus, and not 
attempt to sncMk out of the difficulty, by a 
shuffling trick like this ^ The Emperor of 
Russia is put forward to bear the biunt: it 
is his words that have such and sik h a me.ui- 
ing: you seem to have complrtely foigotion 
all Xapoleon’s threats and vows upon the 
same subject : you secm<o wish to make (he 
world forget, that he has pledged hiirfb^df to 
the continent of Europe to *'*v^n(iuer the 
liberty of the sea^j” and, if a peace weie 
now made, at a moment when we, in fact, 
exercise a complete maritime doininion, 
what would become of tins pledge, unless 
we were made to lenounce that dominion ^ 
But, let us see, how the poor Emperor of 
Russia stands, as to this mattc^r. He (wise 
and valiant prince ’) has declared (see Vol. 
XII. p. 89 ^), that ** he abrogates, forever, 
the convent ion of lyui ; that he pro- 
** claims a-new the principle"* of the armed 
neutrality, that monument of the wisdom 
'' of the Empress Catharine, and hinds him- 
'' self never to recede from that system.” 
Now, who would not have thought, I'lom 
this, tliJt this wise man was resolved to have 
a share of the glory of ** conquering the 11- 
ber^y of the seas Not at all, it seems; 
and that he only meant to say, that, in the 
next war after this, he would act upon the 
principles of the armed neutrality; and, 
of course, that, if England should set those 
principles at nought, he would again pio- 
claim them a-new as to be acted upon by 
by him, in the next war after that VeiJJy 
tnis is almost too foolish to be believed of 
the young and noble-minded and high- 
spirited monarch,” who, with the other 
of Prussia, breathed his vows and plighted^ 
“ his troth, over the tomb of the great' 
Frederick, at Potsdam.”— But, it ap- 
pears now, that there is '' nothing to re- 
** nouiice/' What was it, then, that Na- 
poleon so often talked of conquering ? ” 
To conquer a thing is to obtain it by force : 
to take it fronran enemy, 'or to compel that 
eoanqr to give it up to you. Now, you ac- ] 


cuse us of having arrogated to ourselves tbf 
exclusive freedom of the seas ; take it froua 
us you cannot, or, at least, you acknovv* ^ 
ledge that you have not done it yet ; aad, 
you do not make us gne it op, it is deat"^ 
that you do not conquer it; so that, yout 
declaration, that this question need not be 
agitated in negociations for peace, amounts 
to a complete abandonment of the promise, 
to fuir*i which your word has, a hundred 
tunes, been pledged. You affect to re- 

gard the Emperor of Russia's declaration as 
having no reference to the present war, be- 
cause he is engaged in the war, and, there- 
fore, cannot be now affected by our mari- 
time dominion ; but, you forget, surely, 
that the neutrals aie affected by it, and bb 
through the sides of the neutrals. I might 
say neutral, for there is but one ; but, then, 
tb It one is mighty, as long as she is neutral, 
having more merchant shipping than all the 
continent of £urof)e put together, Holland 
only excepted. Now, is it of no impor- 
tame to espouse the cause of this great neu- 
tral state; to apply the pnnciples of the 
armed neutrality to her; to insist upon her 
neutrality being respected,” in his sense 
of the wouls ; and, not to make peaqp with. 
Us, until we do so lespect it ? Is this of np 
importance^ Aio the poor fellows, who 
live across the Atlantic, and who arc passing 
non impoitntion acts and building log-housea 
and mud-forts and gun-boats, wherewith to 
aid you in conqueiing (he freedom of the 
seas ; ” are these poor fclhws, after alt 
their toasting with }oii at Fetersburgh and ' 
Rochefort, follow ng the example of the 
imperial toast at Tilsit, to be left in tbp 
luich to conquer the liberty of the seas ” 
single handed ? Since, however, this is 
the leal meaning of the Emperor of Russia, 
we cental niy shall very soon come to an ac- 
commodation with him : if he means not 
to act upon the piiucipies of the armed neu- 
tralit) during war, we shall have no objec- 
tion at all to his cherishing them, with all 
his paternal and princely care, during peace* 

The conclusion of the remarks of the 

Moniteur glance at what we may be dis- 
l>osed to demand. If however, you 
should raise the strange and novel preten- 
sion of imposing upon France, and tho 
other powers of the continent, by an ac( 
of your Vill alone, the obligation of sub- 
scribing to }pur maritime laws, this ts ga 
if you were to require that the legislatum 
and sovereignty of Russia, France, and 
Spain, should be transported to London 
•• — a fine prerogative for your parliament. 

It would be the same as if you w^ere to 
proclaim evei lasting war^ or as If yon 
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were to fix as. the termimuicjii o! war the 
ni')aiciU when yon shniiM iia.e ncize*! <in 
St. Petei'iburt’h, Paris, Vienna, and Ma- 
th id. Rut if thin he nor at iin. hntiom of 
y<^hr sentiineiif, ihere is no fiiilherob- 
sftaele U> peaa* : (or, luronling to your 
own cxp.c'is’oDs, ' iiions were bro- 
ken oil' on p'iiiiis wiiich loiicii' d innne- 
di.'Uely not tin* intcMtst'* ot Li-j Ihiiannic 
Majesiy, bni of lii'j Iniperiid Ally :* 
for llui Jin)KT!.il Aliy of his liritannic 
Mjje^iy, lias mfijrnv'il yon, that j)eace 
la heiK'i lorili the principal end of his 
wi;,Ii, the principal object of liis in- 
lere''t.” Yts, but, tl did (very 

ftvdisbly, I allow,) niahc ibc Kmperor of 
Russia’s iiiteicit.s an impediment n> peace, 
during the negocialion of [.onl I ^iiulei dale, 
it does not follow, 1 ibink, lluU, now that 
he wishes Ibr peace, as the ally of France, 
that that eiicinnslanco alone onglil to induce 
us to make peace*. — No, we do not want to i 
«'ie a'ly “ ignty transporled to Lon- * 
don” We hav Mpiiie s('^ereicns enough ‘ 
Ii?rC 3 hut, we liave all a greal desin*, not 
t.) see the sovereignty of England transported 
to France; and, if we make pea now, 
leaving France the ahsolulc mi -stress of all 
the cuiitinent', and wnh full leisure and 
means to stock the harbours of Denmark, 
Plolland, Portugal, and Sp«iin with .ships of 
war, we can, without being gifted with 
prophetic powers, clearly perceive, that it 
could not bp long before such a transporta- 
tion w'ould take place. Tlicrefoie it is, that 
we do see an obstacle to peace, though we 
wish for that event j an insurmountable ob- 
stacle to peace, while Holland in particular 
reuiains under the conlroul of France. Wc 
do not w'ls'h yon and yonr friends and allio.s 
to “ sub'j<'ribe l(» oi/r inantime laws.” We 
only w' ml ^ on to cvacn.itc Holland and 
Denmark and Spain and ]\;r(ngal ; to 
take away your troop- to a ccrtiin distance, 
and to leave the pc'oplc to d,) as they please 
with their own coumrles r‘'^j)cctivcly. 7"ill 
this, or something like Tnis be obtained, 
what is the use (U\p^-‘a. e to us ' It can be 
only the na'ue of pence; fur, wc must arm 
again in a year, or be coiriuprecl. Vv''e do 
n tt w.int to conquer y^u, \W, the people 
of this kingdom, rare nothin'^ «t all about 
the injiincr, in which you may surround 
liiRi*8incc \vu!i .sCibaUerii piincipiililies and 
Lingdom-j. It ii no matter to ns whether 
you make Mr. Tallcvran.i or his v.-ilet a 
prince. Von may ha\c as many king flu- 
>(eijes and king Jeromesasyouplea.se; and 
we kuo’.v not tliat ihe change is for the 
war;ac. ifut, we ourselves wish to remain 
Jterc by the name of Englishmen, and to 


1 have nq rulers of your settiog up, eutert^ia*' 
ing a ainiident hope, that all the alteration 
I wanted here we are, without any of your 
help, quite able to effect. For this reason 
it is, tbat^we dread such a peace as w'ould 
leave all the continent bound in your chains, 
and all the harbours, dock-yards, and naval 
arsenals at yonr command. Either, iheie- 
fore, yon ought to be made to restore a real 
independence to the connliies above* naijied, 
or, to stipulate, that no ships of war shall 
he built in those countries, or sail out ol 
their harbours, during peace. It is useless 
to tell Us, that this is “to proclaim eternal 
“ war.” Such a phrase i.s nonsense; be- 
cause we must all (not excepting Napoleon) 
die at no very distant day ; hnt, however long 
the w\ir may last, though it w'cre to descend 
to our great giand-childicn, they wouKl say, 
as we iKAV .say, that war, w-th all its evilj,, 
U preferable to being conquered by Franco. 

^I’hc (picstion with yon is: jrar, or 

peace But, with ns. the qne-tion 
war, or '•ihwcry to FraTue f' That i- lo 
say, if you rcl'use the conditions above sug- 
gested; for, without those condi lions, peace 
and independence W'O could not enjoy. Thi.s 
vast difference between your siiiiaiion and 
ours ought never to be lost sight of. You 
ri-k nothing by peace, uj)on terms such ai» 
these; blit w'C ri.di every thing, without 
those terms. If you are ready to make 
peace upon such terms, our miniilers will 
shew' themselves the tools of low sclfi^li 
pas-ions, if iliey do not give u.s peace ; hut, 
if you refuse such terms, they will certainly 
have our suppoit in carrying on the war. 

iVs to the cause of this change in your 
tone towards JOnglancI, it lies not very deep^ 
ly hidden. You have now .subdued the 
continent ; yon liave pu.shed your commer- 
cial prohibitions to iheir utmost exu*nt; and 
you have found, llial our ineaii.s contiftue as 
great as ever, and that, .so far from being 
fear-slricken.at the peace of Tilsit, we have, 
since that event, dcmon.stratcd less dread 
than before. The truth i- (and you perceive 
it), that, instead of profiling from the wars 
of the continent, as you always as.serted, 
and perhaps thought, tho.se wars Were a 
continual drain upon the fruits of our indus- 
try ; and, as lately condiiclcd by your ene- 
mies, a coiitluaiil dfadener of <Air spirits. 
Their Ciinse we made our own ; their defeats 
w'c could not avoid considering as the defeats 
f)f our.selves ; and, by degrees, forgetting 
the glorious example of our ancestors, and 
even overlooking the means wdiich God ^4 
given us for our protection, we at last came 
to that stale of mind, which led us to conv, 
elude, that the fate of England wdi tp bp. 
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divided upon the plains of B^oravia ^;ind fo- 
Jand. The peace of Tilsit, alter* ba\ iijg 
stutmed ub for a moment, gave a new tiini 
to Our thoughts j aivl, 1 hope, at^d believe, 
that the historian will have it to record, 
th^t, taught by this event to look at home, 
to consider the immenie resources, natural 
as well, as acquired, of’ our country j the 
strength arising from the industry, the pa- 
tient enterprise j the valour j the confidence 
unmixed with suspicion, of her people j the 
mass of means collected upon so compara- 
tively small a spot, and means, too, so ma- 
nageable, so easily brought into operation 
and wielded against every foe: that, thus 
taught to consider, we looked back with 
shame to the days, when foolish or wicked 
ministers had made us believe, that our exis- 
tence as a nation depended on the caprice of 
Bome half-idcot upon the continent, or upon 
the intrigues of a French or Gorman strum- 
pet, whose friendly protection we had pur- 
chased with sweat and* with bloody lhat, 
from a contemplation of our past follies, 
we came to wise and manly rAiilutions for 
the future J lhat we explicitly declared onr 
resolution, to maintain the dominion of the 
sea, in all its rigour, since our enemy had 
obtained the dominion of the landj and, 
that from this we did not, in the smallest 
particle, desist, until wo had compelled that 
enemy, who liad repeatedly vowed our de- 
struction, so far to relax in his rights, ob- 
tained by conquest, as to cnabic us to make 
peace with him, without danger to nur in- 
dependence or injury to our character.—— 
The Morning Chronicle, however, appeals 
to see the matter in quite a different liglit. 
He has eagerly seized hold of this new tone 
of France, as being a proof of a pacific dis- 
position on her part, ^lay, he looks upon 
the ahandonment of the pretension to com- 
pel to burrender our iiwritinu' lightsj he 
looks upon this as a conccysioUf' and u :ls 
us boldly, that now the uustikde to nego- 
dation being removed, our ministers will, 
at once, set about tlic work of p ace, un- 
less they are resolved upon carrying on war 
to the utmost extremity. A “ coin ession !” 
So then, the abandoning of any [)retensio#i 
whatever is a concession ? B^apuleon has, I 
Itelieve, in so many w'ords, said that ho 
would destroy' this new Carthage, which 
we, from vulgar tradition, cail England •, 
and* now that he condescends to let us" 
Juiow* that be does not mean absolutely to 
destroy us, we are, or course, to look upon 
that as a concession. Napoleon has conce- 
ded so far as to sulfcr us to exist. ** The 
y ministers will enter upon negociation, if 
they benotiwolved to cany on ils« war 


extremity.” V\^\r negot^iation ? To 
be sure they will, whenever they sea a fair 
oj cuing for it* though it wovdd be unwise 
to shew any very great eagenie-.s. But; 
though they may, and ought, to hejeady 
to negociate 5 and though 1 agree, that^ibd^ 
titles and other assumptions of Napoleon 
and his family ought to be no obstacle ; 
it does not follow* that peace must be made, 
because he has now graciously condescended 
to saVj that he does not mean to force us to 
give up our maritime rights. Now, as be- 
fore* the question whether peace be propet* 

will depend wholly upon the terms. ^I’he 

Morning Chronicle has an argument in fa- 
vour of peace, to which, 1 think, none but 
a very desperate politician ” would have 
resorted j namely, the distressed slate of the’ 
cloth-makers in Yorkshire, who are, as he 
alhrms, all thrown out of employment in 
consequence of the demand for cloth for ex- 
portation having ceased. I have proved, as 
clearly as the fact would admit of proof (see 
Vol. XH. p, 87.5), that the total number of 
persons, employed in manufacturing goods 
for the foreign market, and iii exporting 
lho.se goods, did not amount, in England 
and Scotland, to more than 400,000, in- 
cluding women and children, from tliG 
cradle upwards. Mr. Spence* in\a third 
and enlarged edition of his pamphlet, nvail- 
ing himself, as he acknowledges, of my in- 
formation and iirguments, has, from a move 
deliberate calculation^ concluded, lhat tho 
number does not exceed : 100,000. Now, 
supposing tlie whole. 3(X),(XK) to be thrown 
out of employment, it is only adding al^oiit 
one fifth to the paupers h 1 ready in England, 
Wales, and Scotland. The evil woukl be 
very great, I allow. God forbid, lhat T 
should .sp'^ak of it with levity But, the 
eifecl Wimld be to ‘*sfarve” nobody, I he 
pari <vlu paupers being full a.s well l’e4l and 
clothed as a great part of those, who are not 
pau) nil's. 'J*he same quantity of Ibod and 
iwiel would remain in the kingdom i and. 1 
think, it will not be contended, even by the 
Morning Chronicle, that chitlup', woind be* 
dearer. The efiect woiifil be this : those 
who, from being able to earn their lii ing, 
would descend into the list of pauper?*, would 
becnmi; somewhat debased, and those who 
possessed the real properly of the country, 
would be obliged to support them, a con- 
.siderahle j^art of the biulheii iallii'g, as. ia 
justice it ought, upon tlio.se liisiiitts and 
those persons, who luve been enriched by 
the labour of the manutaclurcr; now throvvii 
out of ciT.ployiuent. We arc (.onstanily re- 
minded of ihe immc’ise increase of Birming- 
ham, Liverpool, Manthcsiev, and oih^r 
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-pbm. "AM tWi/*' Hf the yattiztw rff 
cDcnrDercQf ** is the effect of what )rou wish 
to see perish.” ‘ All this, we say, is an 
evil, and, amongst other reasons for this 
cpiniipi, we urge that of its being a hot bed 
Yor Ipxury and pauperisnk But, laying this 
qh^on aside, for the present, all these 
Wildings, all this suddenly acquired wealth 
l^s aritien out of what ? The labour of the 
n^ofaeturers ; the J«ibour of those, who, 
as tW Morning Chronicle asserts, are now 

ptai^riag for want of what, 

think you ? Not of food and raiment, for 
it U dear that the war takes none of that 
away') but of wotk ; ** actually starving for 
want of woik!” That is ^o say, the 
poor wretches have, by their labour, enrich- 
od their respective neighbourhoods, and 
SM>w, that tbeif masters have, lor a w^hile, no 
demand for their labonr, they will sufier 
them to die with hungei and with cold. Oh. 
Qo! J^ot so, at any rate, unless, indeed, 
which is rather improbable, all the justices 
of the peace, in the districts alluded to, be 
master-manufacturers. The food and rai- 
ment is all here, just as completely as it 
would have been, if commerce had leceived 
no check j and, I am in no fear, that the 
ousted manufacturers will not receive, gene- 
rally speaking, as much of it now as they did 
before 3 the only diffeience being thiti} 
that, sriiile they gave work for their food and 
^raiment, their masters and the land-owners 
derived great profit ir/)in the existence of 
the manufacturers, whereas they will now 
dciive no profit fiom it, but will be obliged 
to give back p.irl of their profits to support 
those manufacture! s without labour, than 
tbojublice of which nothing can, I think, be 
mere evident. Not no, however, appear to 
think the inaster-m'innfacturers and bud- 
owmers of the districts in question. They 
fad not, when it suits their purpose, tq pro- 
claim the advantages which they derive fiom 
commerce 3 they refer us, and not 111 the 
most modest manner, to their opulence and 
greatness, and their spinning* jenny Baro- 
nets; but, the moment their profits are 
checked, the> coid))lain of the miseries of 
tlie poor souls, upon the fruit of whose la- 
bour they have fattened. They call them 
** the standng pooi,*’ as if they bad nothing 
more to do >vith them. Having no more 
proht from iheir labour, these pcxir are no 
iQugei; theirs. They are melted down, all at 
mice, into the mass of the nation. From 
the operation of a similar principle it is, that 
we never see a Quaker hanged 3 because, 
the moment any of the members of that sect 
am discovered toiiave a banging propensity, 
lAoy are ** re^d out of ipeeiing," and when 


thefoof Wnftehft com to ttieir Iw rrt miio A 
end, tbe:^>elpDg to the Cbor^ oT Sngla«H|K, 
which, like the nacion, obliged lo own aB 
those who are disowned by every individuaL 
and every sect. But, the Quakers have ano« 
ther principle, which the knights of the 
shuttle do not seem anxious to adopts that 
is, that it is their duty tb maintain sjl their 
own poor, a principle, which, in the coon- 
try where 1 have l^en intimate with them, 
they act upon in the most kind and liberal 
manner, an example, which, if it be not be** 
neath the dignity of the knights, I would beg 
leave to point out for their imitation at this 

time. *Here it is that the shoe pinches* 

This is the cause of the petitions for peace, 
with which we are now threatened. It ia 
not ** starving manufacturers,” that we bear 
crying for and raiment; but, the ava« 
ricious clamour of those wlio have been en- 
riched by their labour, perceiving that now 
they shall be compelled to give up a part of 
their riches to keep life in those, by whose 
labour they have been enriched 3 rather than 
do which would see their country hum- 
bled in the dust.— -We are told of the- 
respectability” of the petitioners ; that is 
to say, uf their riches. To be sure The 
more property a man has, the more he has 
to pay towards the parish rates 3 so that these 
petitions are, in fact, petitions against the 
poor-rates, under the guise of feeling for the 
poor; jiut as the long parliament made use 
of tire king’s name in a war against his au- 
thority and life. Pass an act to divide the 
poor rates of the manutneturing districts 
amongst all the parishes of England ; make 
all those, who b.ive not shared in the profits 
of commerce, share in the burdens which it 
thus, occasionally brings 3 do sometbing so 
manifestly iniquitous as this, and, though I 
will not say, that the knights of the shuttle 
will not grumble at the suspension of iheir 
profits, 1 will engage that they shall tallc 110 
more about petitions for peace.— Thus far 
1 have treated the matter upon a supposition, 
that all the 3CX),000 persons employed in 
manufacturing for exportation are now ac- 
tually thrown out of employment, and are 
living, and must continue to live, in a state 
of pauperism. But, it is notorious, that 
much more than two-thirds of the export’ 
trade still exists, though it will, in all proba- 
bility, be further diminished: To leave no^ 
thing, however, ii{ dispute upon this scorut, 

I content myself with taking for granted, 
that even the maniac” will not deny, 
that a part of the export trade wtUcoo# 
tinue; and, then, it follows of course* 
that a part of the 300,000 persons abeyve, 
described, will not be caused 



m 't. 

Ifjr " ^lOill*r ftfW of ttHtni> we d the« 0 i|n((y wa» th i w Mi tf ''' 

mf 8 ttppoie« wUU rather than ineii that it can boaat^ the questtodflMidf ^ 

** starve *’ accept ot the forty ghineasi which would still remain the same ; for, h o iif W Wii f ^* 
Lord Caatlereagh’s wise military plan has justly they might detest the condm of 
caused to be tiw bounty for serving in the predecessors for a long series of years . 

ntiiitla, especially as, to the said forty gui- ever anxious they might be to puoi^^hH** 
neas/are added very good food, clothing, lic-robbers, and to prevent (heir future 

and lodging, during the time of service, lage, of what use would any of, or all, , 

without the least possible danger to life or their efforts be, unless they preserved the 

limb. I will mention no more particulars, independence, of the country. To be sure, 

bu^refer*the reader to the Register, Vol Xfl. when one reflects upon the shameful Waste 

pages 637 snd 875, and to Mr. Spence, of the public resources ; upon the scandalous 

3 d edition, page 6 o' and onwards, where, as abuses that are siilfered to exist, and that 

I flatter myself, he will see it clearly proved, are openly countenanced and fostered $ upon 

that the total *4oss of foreign commerce, the prodigality that daily insults us with ^ 

and, of course, the throwing out of em* boasts : when one thus reflects, the devil m 

ployment of all the manufacturers, 'employ- apt to tempt one with a wish, which it Were 

ed in making goods for exportation, could useless to describe. Hut, we must resist 

not produce any injury to the nation, nor this^ temptation, and resolve, first of all to 

any hardships of long duration to the la- I keep out the fon^ign foe, and next to crush, 
bouriug manufacturers, though it would I as soon ns possible, our foes within.— ~-Ia 
certainly considerably lessen (he profits of ! taking my leave of this subject, I do OOC 
their masters, would transfer a part of their ' like to lot slip the opportunity of saying a 
profits to other classes of tradesmen, and | word or two upon the effect which war qas 
would, there is every reason to hope, pre- upon the prices of provisions, and, of couiira, 
vent any future counting-house minister upon those of labour. Ihe last scarcity bap« 
from creating spinning-jenny Baronets.-— pened during war ; and, I remeenber U was 
But, after ail, what has the situation of the said by Mr. Fox. : ** the country may be 
manufacturers, or of any other class of the ** conquered by a peace, but the people 
people, or of the whole of the people, rich must cat}* a saying which was fi*equeotly 
as well as poor, in the kingdom } what has quoted, about the time, but which certain* 
it to do with the questioiuof peace, or war, ly discovered not much profundity ofreflec- 
taken in the abstract } unless you come, at tion in the great orator, from whose lips 
once, to the conclusion, that it is better to it proceeded. In Vo). VI. of the Begister, 
be conquered than to undergo hardships? page 239, 1 showed, that, during the last half 
If you come to this conclusion, there the century, bread bad been, upon .Werage, 
matter ends 3 for, as the enemy's people rather cheapei , in war tlian in (>eace 3 and 
have told you, that they must now suffer now, after four years of war, wheat seik 
great hardships, having so welV pro\ed to for sixteen pounds a load. The average 
you that they can sufler them for almost price of the quartern loaf was 
any length of time 3 and, as by submitting during the last peace^ and XO^d. was itsr 
to sufl'dring themselves, they are able (upon price on the 28th of last month, as wiU be 
this opposition) to cause you to suffer too 3 seen by the table at the close of the preced** 
the result necessarily is, that you must be ing volume. Indr^ed, one would seek In , 
conquered. A petition to the king, there- vain for the reason, whereon the saying, 
fore, to surrender these islands to Napoleon, Mr. Fox was founded ; for, war has no dfoct 
because the suffering of the peUple would u]>on the seasons 3 it does not add Jto ttm 
thereby be put an end to, would have soipe number of mouths to be fed 3 if it takes some 
sense in it 3 but, to petition him to restore hands from the plough to wield the musket, 
the blessings of peace, without pointing out it, in this country, brings others to the 
^the terms, is mere senseless talk, and cannot plough from the .shuttle 3 and, if it 
'be fairly ascribed to any but 'selfish orfac- takes from the quantity of food produced 
tioos motives. Tl matters not who is at the nor adds to the demand for food, where'' shdll 
helm, or how the war began. These are we look for a solid reason for the opiotoh> 
circuBiatances which have nothing at all fo that war A the cause of dearth of proviriofSSj^ 

& with the question. My fear is, that an opinion which may in some cases^ lead .. 

e ministers wiU, like the Addingtons, to great national calamities ? 
ftmke a peace, whenever they find it likely Amebican States.— -In this number/ 
to aacure their places longer than they could or in the next, will be inserted the Aimiri* 
hold them wiihoiit peace, though I shall be can aon-importation act," tbb passing of 

gW to 'find, that my foais are groundless, which is intended so mMerMy to aid in tbil . 



.Vh)] - / ■' •, \/' 

ifnnoa* (inn]Maldfl|^'“" the ewifluerkij of *' plr^ 'of safct)’.' 

<* -ol' ihtf seaii/’ and wliich^ *' Great Bnlain/aKfed by flfwftfa^y, 

«ti!4>ended^: rinae after tijnc for nearly solicit in vain •, or iho vessel may hecohie 
two yearsJf, has, with siiii^xilar ^;oi)<l lurk, “ n transport, aixd take hi a rcginSenl of 

beettytrt Injo actual e|fecTjiio:i, just al the iMcndinien to land in Ireland, and should 

tiitte, >vhen the einpero' S N..pole >n and a British cmi-^er meet her in the channel, 

AlcjiCthdor have nolilied to tjic world, that *' she must nevertbeless pass Unmolested 

it is not, M pre.-enr, thLir ijiti'ntif.a to coii> ‘‘ fur no British commander has a right to 

/jOjcier the liberly of. (he se.i^. By a re seaith for •Thus, John Stiles 

to this ;ict. It wili be jK:5CL*ived, that, ‘‘gains the di.stinction of being abfe to 
ijBtUtiparjativeiy s|.c .king, lew arlirUsolour “ project the traitor, the murderer, ‘the 
goods are pioinbiLedj hut, pariicnlaily, “ robber, the spy or the enemy of any ntl- 
Voolleiis, <d vv'liich ttie Americans import “ tion, against British authority : for Grunt 
' 'Jittle of a fine finality, they, in this act, I “ Britain has a right to search his ship ./of 
pntfiibit the impoitaliow <>! none but the “ vicn. l/cw, J believe, will be inclined 
-.^ry finest. Yet, ihp observance of thi.s act, “ to carry the righis of John Stiles so far. 
fiUrrow as are the limits 6t its extent, they “ Yet the doctrine, as laid down, and as 
.Would not, either in pc.ire or war, be able ** contended for by many of the supporters 

10 enforce for nine irionih.s. Tliey allow “ of our sagacious prf^sident, goes coiti- 

Jtho importation ol gof)d.‘' from the Cape of “ pletely this length. Wiicther the great 

T Good Hope, or beyond ii ; but, that channel man has actually instructed his ministers 

wil# 1 should suppose; soon be .stopped. “ in London to this etfect, as his friends say, 

Tbe cbief point for ob-serva tion, however, “ is not for me to Mtfirm. But if he has, 
uti present, is i.his : that (his hodilc act was “ I may sav with much sincerity,, that if 

passed, as will be .seen by a reference, to “ it should lUot increase my conviction of his 

it, on the 1 Sih of April, I SUG, a year and '' weakness and inconsistency, it w'ould of 

a half before I he affair of the Che.sapeake “ his rashpess.” The same w'riter says : 

to^fc place, and long before any of our “ 'multitudes of Englisb, "Scotch, and Irish 
of council, restraining American coni- “ sen-faring men become pc.ssessed of cer- 
> loerce, thought of. 'Jhis act was “ liticatcsof nainralization bypurcba.se, or 

passed for the obvious, nay, the acknow- “ by perjury, as soon as l hey have ftiirly got 
iedged and declared purpose, of comi)elling “foot on our .shores. The fraudulent 
England to accede to the demands of Amc- “ manner, in which (hey are covered, or 
rica. Qt thc^e demands we have before “ aitempled lo be so, by American protect 
apoken j but* whatever tliey were, it is of “ tions, has so often been detected, that ■ 

importance to bear in mind, that this act “ it has brought a .seriouti imputation upon 

. of expected compul.sion, thi.s act of, at least, “ our national character.*’—— Now, though 
|&)re than dem’r’io.stiUty, was passed a year the writer, here quoted, may be well dis- 
and a half before the alfair ot the Chesa- posed towards England, and also of the 
peak^ took place. Let us not be told, then, party oppo.scil to Mr. Jefferson j yet, 
that wc have, stirred up a W'ar with America he would not h.ive ventured to make 
by our attack upon tliat vessel, or by our a statement like this, and at such a time; 

o*der.s of council. The ground of the tfjo, had it not been undeniably true. I 

poii-importaiiou act was, as far as I have cite it merely in corroboration of my own 
informed, a refiu^al, on our part, to .statements upon the .Subject j for to me the 
yield to a demand, made on the part of knowledge of the facts has long been fami- 
Ameiica, that ac should enter into a stipu-. liar.— is probable that Mr. Jeffersonf 
Jaid^ft^thar, ill tuu'.rc, no American 'Oe&.scU would have contented hims??lf with some*^ 
tiihaiever name or d4'scfiptiu/i, should, thing shdrt of the “ rights of Joint BtiJes^’V 
** r a se^ he. detained, or sear died, for ht^woiild, perhaps, upon our supplication, 

l‘he author of a pamphlet, enti-* have so modified the demanded stipulation, 

lied w>R| OR NO w'AR, ' published at Nevv as to hcjve left us at liberty to prevent him 

York, in Dace ni her last, has, by way of from sheltering felons in England,' afid fron) 

Stricturp ujpon.lhis demand, the following conveying the eneiny'S troops to our ihoresj' 

passage. “ Then, Jc.din Stiles fhay send but, if a whole ship’s crew had tef 

'f a Y^^cl frpoi Philadelphia to Liverpool, his ships, he would have protected them alt. 

under the American dag, and while lying The extent of the mischief, which wonM 
fVtlicr?,. should fopr highwaymen, who had have a ri .fen to iSs, from acceding <to fhiif 

ff coipodUcd robbery vj'ith murder, take demand, sets all calculation at clefiaiicc. 
resuge her, they maybe com- With our right of search duly executed, and • 

pletely yrol^ted, and canted to any with the ^pnsequeut c^tlnual ign: 

\ - 



ittirAflW ^ fi> liuich^tim 

p(i{if4lie4 t|i6 ikmerteafts have now some 
Ihooi^od^ of onr seamen on boani tbefir 
sbfps j what « oiild that number be, then, 
if ft were pioclaimcd, thiough our fltcis 
and jiqnadrun^i, that, by solemn treaty, vo 
had bound oui selves not to t( ucb any man, 
who should be fom>d on bo .rtl ot an A ne- 
ncan ship, American ships being in all the 
ports and parts of the world ^ It is e\idenr, 
that -such a treaty woild nnmnn om 


nsvy. It would unman any niv) , tn, 
where is the sailoi, Fnglish, Ainmc ii, 
French, or any other, wlw> would not lic- 
cept of such offeis, if held out to him > 
But, It w*w piecisely because thev kne^ 
that It VI oil’d hj\e this edect, tint the 
Amei leans demanded it at our hands To 
join in the fii»ht they were not disposed 
They thought wo w^ie hard pie&sed. Ibey 
thought Engl nd \sas down, and to us the 
woids ot then judge, Untltclgc, Upon a 
foimer occa'iion, they Hould glidly Inie 
" seized her by the tin oat*, but, hke 
Falsi iff, they had some fears that^she might 
rise again, or, at least, give them a blow in 
her last convulsive agonies , an 1, thcrefoie, 
to unite safely with enterpnze, the) resolved 
to procc*ed in imitation of then gieat San- 
grado like physK lan, Da Hush, that is to 
say, insinuate a lancet into hei veins, let 
hei bleed, to use one of hi-i phiases, till 
she was " as white asNew-Jeiscj veal’ , and, 
w ben she became motionless, appro ich her, 
and, with the malice of heuds, snigger in 
her face 1 his was then phn of opei Uion^ , 
this was the design ot the “ mild, uir- 
offending, and peiceable ^meruanpeo 
** pie” , and, jet, theieare Englishmen, oi 
an Englishman (for, I should hope that the 
editor of the Morning Chiouide is the onl) 
one), who has the assurante to hold out ti 
the public, that this people was to be “ won 

** by concession ” ^Ihe Coaiier neus- 

pa^rer has published an extinct of a letter, 
fiomCapt. WiLLAUMFiS to General Tui lean, 
tbeFleiicJi minister in the United States, 
which extract 1 here insert, after observing, 
that it IS stated, that the Captain met the 

brig, which he mentions, at sea, ‘%I 

y Jiavejust apprehended four seamen desert- 
‘^'ers from the VaJeu reuse fngite, whkh 
** I found on board an Ainercan bMg, 
they had em^ed at seventeen 
per tnootli# Now, Sir, if joti 
i^cceed i« the American 

a compensation 
misconduct iis seducing thus onr 
^ fdamen, you will pubish it by making it 
imart m fhat point in which it feels the 
most^ viz, Its tfvance in money, and 


tarn 

pcoide Ibr 

been coiuimwtly injtbingowr 

seducing onr best aeameo^««^Nbw. 
this letter, /vlnch beats date, oti 1>eifi| 
the Foudrotant, at the Havanmh, !|jSth 
Octobei, 1800 , is hardljr a 'cbumeifeit; 
and, vte, have never heard nf any de« 
mands, maks by the Amet*lda* govern*, 
meiit, upon Fiance, touching this ae«>rrhmg 
forseimcn And vet, why hot upon Francd 
as well is upon Lfi'dnnd ^ ** Why, tht*y hate 
** us and love the i lencb ” That is p very 
good leason foi tl^eir paitial conduct , butar 
vei) b’d om onr hoping to win them by 
concessions , by tuiihei coiicess'ons, I ^ottM 
say, ^01 ve have been making concessions 
to them foi li t tec ii ) cats pan. Ihlsjetfet 
wears all the appearance of intheofhftly j 
and the sentiments are precisely those, Srhich 
the Irench enteitiiji with lespect to the 
Ameiic in govern n ent, which they despise 
beyond the powei of decent wofds tocx- 
piess, to a denee, indeed^ that f have 
sometimes thougut to suipass me botrSids of 
strict justice \ t does it cling to them. 
It’s love ippeusiolie attracted andpreseri^d 
by contempt 1 he real fact is this, that the 
Amencans bite the liench rather nforel6ah 
they hate ns, pei small) , but, they fiar 
them, andoui cowaidly conduct, for seVeral 
jeais past, indeed, evei Mncc the peace of 
lySd, hds made thcmdespiseas well gsbate us. 
—I hive before given my opinion as to 
the incapacity of America to c^rry on tear, 
without producing her own destination as a 
fedcifltive union of States. Iviill, now, 
hum the paniphler, above quoted, sbevVffaq 
reader what is written and published lipoa 
the subject, m America Suppose ihe 
author of “ war, or »o war”, to bq a 
paity opponent of Mr, Jefferson 5 
where facts are stated, and thtu, 
in such a foim, there must bd $tkde 
truth whereon foi them to restj or, at 
least. It is pretty evident, that they are 
gc*ncially admitted as tiuths— — Our 

** commercial source of financeV (that U to 
say, the collections at Uie custom-house) 
produces annually somew hat above fifteen 
** millions of dollars (or jf 3,375,000). A 
very lew ships ot the enemy might fob 
us of It ) and not only so, but also hy 
oifr commeicial towns in ashes, annlht*^ 

** lating ^ur property to an incalculifiblil^ 
amount. If this stream of revenue sbobhl 
'' be di led up, where could we looK forabp"^ 
poit ? Wiiere is ottr system of intildfilit 
ttixaiion > Where should we find meifteg 
** to p«y a diiect ta\ should it be levied? 
Oui commerce once gone, and 









/ of fairing raritf ttioii^are gone wirii it 
/ We ibrtooiCeljr Itovo no mines of const- 
/ treble e«fae| and it Is notorioos, we 
' have tiUlecoin lematniDg in the cof- 
fers of oor drizens. Hence we can look 
tP €OiDmeice« and to commerce alone, to 
^'•£4 oor treasury ; which, without it, would 
\ very soon be empty. The whole of our 
rOf^enuo at this time arising fiom other 
sources^ would not half pay our civil list. 
** ileoce we perceive, we are leaving to the 
mercy of eveiy maritime foe, the only 
means we have incur power, for an easy 
and adequate support ot our government. 
^ Let us suppose, that a war with Great 
^ Britain at this moment existed. Whence 
** should we derive a revenue to carry it on ? 
** rFfom our commerce it will be answered. 
** four-fifths of our commerce, to speak 
^ moderately, would be immediately an- 
nibilated. From our trading towns, and 
banks of deposit. Very well j but would 
** not our trading towns be either burnt or 
** plundered ? Or supposing, contrary to 
** reason, that neither of these happened to 
any one of them ; tlieir business being 
interrupted, would they not be obliged to 
cast their dependence upon the country 
ioftead of supportiiig government ? How 
many who now find full employment, 
would be obliged to turn vagrants for 
aostenance ? How many now in af* 
^ flueoce, would soon be reduced to po- 
veity ? Our doors are open \ and the rob- 
'' ber may enter and plunder as he pleases. 
Our bants of dqwsit, however, would af* 
ford a temporary supply. But who will 
V' invade private proper^, to gain an ig- 
nominious respite ) I grant you, a very 
good republican mip;ht| but then it would 
be only to borrow it j and no one could 
be under apprehension but that it would 
** be scrupulously returned, with interest. 
But again, another difficulty would arise. 
Our banks contain little else but fictitious 
capital ; they might emit paper in abun- 
/f dance ; yet, in a time of doubt and un- 
certainty, what scheme would give it cur- 
renqr ? The ^ockholder would by no 
means find himself exempt from the ge- 
oeml calamity. On the contrary, his 
bubble would burst ; and he would tell 
paper was not silver, nor parchment 
** «*i»~Su€h is the statement of diis 

writer, and it is, 'in no respect exaggerated, 
tbiuu is no internal tax worth speaking of. 
tbiriieve, the post-office is now the only 
•pnreo of internal revenue ; and, observe, 
thet fbnr-fiftiu of die custom duties are col- 
taoMupon goods going to, or coming from, 
Bngteaa and her poasessioni. The very 


«o(idw«r (wit|i£ng{knil|^]^i9iy tdMNwnr 
foar fifth, of the v«de rMWKie'i iiDiV;kl« 
be forgotten, that nearly one half vS Ifilh 
whole revenue is wanted to pay the mMeilt 
of the national debt. Where, then, if Bley 
have war with us, are the stockholder to 
find their next year's dividends ? Are they 
to come from internal (axes to be imposed ? 

** King Cong " knows well, that it would * 
be safer for him to thrust his head, hydra as 
it is, into the fire, than attempt to impose 
internal taxes, the total amount of which 
should equal a quarter part of the taxes now 
arising from JBnglish goods. How farcical ie 
it, then, to talk of this people making *\ a 
navy," and “ fortifications," and raising 
an army." That they might make an in* 
road into Upper Canada is probable enough } 
because the people of Hampshire might 
easily invade Surrey j *bot, they will never 
reach Lower Canada ; and, if they were to 
do it, and to conquer wild woods, seeing that 
the ** liberty of tjbe seas'* is not so easily 
conquered, what would they gain ? They 
** cry," saj’s the writer aboie quoted, for 
** more Idnd, although we cannot cultivate, 
or even raise boundaries to, the fiftieth 
part of what we already have in pos* 

** session : for an extension of jurisdiction 
** they cry, although, from its enormous 
size, the Union is already threatened with 
dismemberment."—— I have spoken be- 
fore of the American navy " and fortified'* 
tions. In terms very contemptuous cer- 
tainly j but, as will appear from the next 
and last extract I shall make from tins papi* * 
pblet, not beyond the truth.— “ The na- 
** vy has been sold, burnt, and wasted away, 

** until it has almost disappeared. Our 
arms, arsenals and military stores, instead 
** of receiving considerable augmentation* 
have suffered all the diminution of ac- 
** cident and decay. The fortificatiqns of 
** our different harbours were in a condi- 
** tion to prevent our being the derision of 
an invading enemy. These have been 
'' demolished, or have mouldered buck lo 
earth, until you can scarcely find a piecor 
of ordnance mounted for a signal gun. 
Where is the ship that has been built ) 
Where the barrier raised against inva* 
sion ? Where the preparation for defeiMt 
worthy of mention ? None is to be found 
along our extensive and exposed e^ieeCv 
The timber and materials tor 
afloat the shipf ef te line, atithovmed 
law, are gone wim the rest | ' 

ruins only remain, to leproach 
folly, or as memoriala of 
effi^s of time."— And, this & the poo* , 
pie who are going to vmr|^ ^ 



hf barely tiwr 4bar 

fihbs of their revenue. ThML||^ people* 
whom the Morni% CbrouMe moutd fain 
gersuade us to fear ^would fiiiti fterauade oa 
to make new cotiGetatonv to^ in order to 
appeaae their wrath 1 i^all be 

B^ktd, bow fbd they carry on war bej^re, 
** without revenue >" Oh, oh ! Vou mean 
» they should go to work again to the making 
of paper money, atid to the taking of peo- 
ple*# goods by force with that money, and 
to the confiscating of the property of Tones 
(or rich men), and to the paying off old 
scores with an act of “ King Cong ,** in 
short, you mean, that there should be an- 
other revolution That is quite another 
thing , and, it is a thing, too, *Which if they 
do go to war, you will certainly see take 
place, their war against us (for it is they 
who make it) being evidently destined to 
terminate, like the war, w Inch, as the f ible 
tells us, was, by the glasses and dishes com- 
bined, made ag'unst the jammer, 

Boiley, Jan 21 , 1808 . 


KINGS 9PBFCH. 


On Thursday, the list o/ January, ISOS, 
the two Houses of Parliament having met, 
the Sesmn was opened by Commission, 
with the Jollowing Speech, which uas 
read by the Lord Chancellor, 

My Lords and Gentlemen,— We have 
received his Majesty's commands to assure 
you, that in calling you together at this im- 
portant conjunctuie of afiairs, he entertaiiH 
the most perfect conviction, that he shill 
find in you the sam^ determination vith 
which bis Majesty himseli is animated, to 
uphold the honour of his crown, and the 
just rights and interests ot his people — We 
are commanded by his Majesty to inform 
you, ^at no sooner had the result ot the 
negociations at lilsit, confiimed the in- 
fluence and « control of France ovei the 
powers of the continent, than his Majesty 
was apprised of the intentions of the enemy 
to combine those powers in one general con- 
federacy, to be diiected either to the entire 
subjugation of this kingdom, or to the im- 
posing upon his Majesty an insecure and 
homintouf peace —That for this pui pose, it 
was determined to force into hostility against 
his Majesty, states which had hitherto been 
allowed by France to maintain or tc pui» 
chase their neutraUty, and to bnng to beai 
against diflereut points of his Majesty's do- 
U^ioions, the whole of the naval force of 
^irope, an4 specifically the fle6t# of Portu- 
jyA find Depmark,-^To place tbons fleets out 
^ powei pf such a confederacy became 
tbp mdii(4g8abte duty of hi# Ma- 


baicomfiiai|^u#ioasi«feyo«» timing 
with the deepettt f elnctajice that t^a Mi g t ay i 
found hims^ compelled, after his eamgpl 
endeavours Jio open a negociation with ibg 
Danish govemdient had faded, to aitthpflie 
hia commanders to resort to the extremity 
of force, but that he has the greatest aatia* 
faction in congratulating you upon tlw sue* 
cesiful execution of this painful, but necea* 
saiy semce— We are further conmuinded 
to acquaint you, that the course whkii liie 
Majesty had to pursue with reaped; to Fd* 
tugal, isas Inppily of a nature more colge* 
niai to his Majesty's feelinp. The timely 
and unteserved communication by the oourt 
of Libboii of the demands and designa of 
France, while it confirmed to bis Miijesty 
the nuthenticity of the advicea which to had 
received liom other quaiterv, entitled ibd 
court to his Majesty s confidence in the 
centy of the assniances by which that oom^ 
niuiNc ation was accompanied —The fleet of 
Poi tugal was destined by Prance to be eat* 
ployed ab an instruroept of vengeance agefaMfi 
Gieat Britain. T hat fleet has been secimd 
fiom the grasp of France, and is now eitl« 


ployed in conveying to its Ameneendomi* 
nions the hopes and fortunes of the fbiHi* 
guese monarcliy. His Majesty imploxgl Ibt 
protection of Diiine Providence upon tbit 
enterpribe, rejoicing in the preservation of 
a power so long the friend and ally of Oieai 
Bi itain , and in the pifispect of its estabitsh* 
ment* in the new world with *eiigmeuledl 
stienglh and splendor —We have it iacom«« 
mand fiom hii Majesty to inform you, t|ttit 
the determination of the enemy to eiccilO 
Imstilities between his Majesty and fait kdW 
allies, the LmpeFoisof Russia and Aastrie, 
and the King of Prussia^ has been hot (no 
successful , and Chat the ministers front tkwao 
powe’^have demanded and reeeiwid Aew 
passports — ^Tbis measure, on the pert 
Russia, has been attempted to he juatifledi 
by a statement of wrongly and grlevwicei 
winch iiave no real foundation. The Bin* 
peror of Russia had indeed prof&radlhi#tOe* 
diation between Ins Majesty end France. 
HisMijesty did not refuse that meduklfaiBi^ 
«biu he IS confident you will feel the propria* 
tyof its not having been accepted 
Majesty should have been enabled to asCiV* 
tain ihit l^ussta was in a condition to M# 
diate impartiaU) , and until the pnnci^Ai i# 
the basis on which France was readjr tfi WN 
gociate weie made known to his Mqevlfr,be# 
No pretence of justification has been 
foi the hostile conduct of the»£l»peimrlir 
Austria, or for that of bis Frussieii 
— Hb Majesty has not given 
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jjWthd of domfifeiot ffe ctther of tbo^e ^6\e 
itor eVM 4ii the itiOffteiit ulien they^ 
Mv'e wif hdr;i then minisU'rs/ 

Kit® Ui li'i Majesty any clw- 

tifkt foi ihnt proct'pdinsf-HisMa- 

hwdfrcetrd tliif < of the (one 
between hi^* \ri]'^sr\ sHinhi''^ doi 
artd the mintxi i >» t i i^n it^ms rt his 
*ht^pend M/ip'U ^ Uiisku, 

chmnsf fl)e n 'ocntioui u i 1 it and the 
rl the Ro'im 1 niiniMti it this 
cortrt, CO It im ngf the off i (f hs linpeiial 
Majenty s mcdntK i hi « m hu Mocsty 
and tranc', r)^etlu\ uith t* ins\ei ic- 
tntnfed to thui'otebv h\b Mjj ^ s tom- 
fftandj ml alsj roims the ofHcnl 
i^otes present'd bv the Au-jiiim mnu’-tei 
at this cniiit, and ol the in-»utis whiih 
hu Maj sty tonminuhd to bo ri tinned 

to tbetn, should bo Ind bcfoie loii 

It Mith cirticern lint his Mijc-tv c*)!! 
matid't us to Hiforni )< u, tine nc t nr istmd 
iijg Ihs earnest wishc'i to teinninte i!ie \nu 
in which he i'* engigidwiih the O t< m 
l\>rte, h^s M ijesiy •» endeiiouis, inlnipi 
lyirfor the ru^Kish empire nave bee i 
felted b> fhe machiintions of lianec, not 
“leit the enemy of th> Portv. thin of Gi u 
Bntiri) BwtwbiK llu indu iiceotb mrelns 
been tlius unfoifmnttl) sne.L*sfuI in pu- 
vtiHiHgthe leiinunMni ol t \i*)t n ? ‘io-»tili- 
tnst» «aid in (Xeitni^ new \vn i^mut this 
couotiy, his Mi]est\ eonnnn U n** to In- 
fartn you thit the King ot S veden Ins le- 
sHted every attempt tfl induce Jinn to ib in 
(ten his aJlnnce ui h Gicit hiitain / nul 
that his M'^c^'-ty enteitatin no doiil tint 
yx>i\wi)l f-cl with him ihenicr dness ot the 
t*u*y winch the hruness and fidelity ot the 
K ng ot b\i ode n imp ise upon Ins AI ijesty , 
aid thit you wilt concur in ena' liu^ Jns 
Majesty to dischaige it m a mmniei vvoiihy 
0^ tins rot iitn Jr lemains foi u», aciord- 
in^ to U*» Alai"-, s t immiid^ to blue to 
)OU th tthclit-yv cf( ommen e ind ^mit? 
betwcei his AI jesty and the I nited Stales 
0 t Amertc^ which v jb t< nruJecl md *i£»n- 
cd by com ins-j oneis duly s »thon/td tor 
thalf ptiipcMe, oi,»he dUt e^t iJartmbti, 
JWbt hd% not taken i ti c^ in c in^ qii uce 
Qt tiwfrtetusd of the Pr< ■» d»tit ot the United 
biate^tiAiafify that mst iment i n an un- 
aMtbunsed ait ot lot re conn nted . giinst rn 
Afiiei!iea4 ship of w 11 hisAli]e*'ty did not 
beaitate t# otter immediate ind sppntm#oiiS 
repuraiion But in attempt hss been a«ade 
byiJkrtbie Amencui govenuneni to connect 
Wfibtbe ciuestiun IK bich lia<r ansen out of 
tbia aalj pretensions luconsibtent with the 
iMUiti tie rights of Great Biitaui such pre- 
l^lpiiOihi hot MajCdty dcicrnjined pever to 1 

i-* ^ • 


admrt. ifta Majeafy, t)^<$rfbtl3SfF, tibpef 
that the Amitfteao goverhfdetit will bef 
tnateJ by the same de«i^ to preserve thi 
relations ot peace and friendship betweeti 
the two countries which has ever influenced 
his Majesty’s conduct, and that any dtffi* 
culties m the distmssioii now pending may 
he effectuall) removed Hia Majesty has 
comminded mo to state to you, that m 
cons( quence of tlie deciee by which France 
dcclaud the whole ot his AIijesty*s domi- 
nions to be in a state of block ule, and sub- 
leiUdlo seizure and coiiliscalioM, the pro- 
duce md miniif ictuiwS of Jus kingrlom, hiS 
Mqest} resorteil, in the first msiiiicc, to a 
nitisneot mitij»ilcd u tilialioii , ''nd tint 
this me isLiic hiving proved ineifectiial for 
Its object, hi Miiesiv Ins ‘iiurc found it 
ncccssir) to adopt oiheis of greatei vigour, 
which, he conimsnds u to state to von, 
will leqnire the iid of Pailnment to give 
I he m complete srcl Clfectu il operation His 
Mqe-*tv Ins dircr/ed copies of the oiders 
which he his issued with ilu idvice of his 
Pnvv Council upon this subject to be laid 
Ik fun you, and he tomnnndb us to re- 
commend them to \oiir cailv attention 
Gciulenen of the House of Com- 
mons, — His Mijesty has duct ted the csti- 
m ites foi the n nog year to be 1 iicl before 
yon, in the tullcst conlulcncc that jour 
lo^sU) and public spii it will induce you to 
mde siuh piovision for the public servico 
i> the urgency ot aftnrs miy require Hia 
AIajest> his gieit satisfiction in jnfoiming 
von, thst, nolwiihstsnding the d fficullies 
which tin ( nciij) has ende uoured lo impose 
up >11 thcCoinmcice of his Subjects, and upon 
then Inteicouise with other Nations, the 
Resources of the Couiitiy have continued in 
the last year to be so abundant, as to have 
pioduced, both from the permanent and 
tempoiary revenue, a leteipt considtM-qbly 
Jjiger than thit of the preceding year — 1 be 
satisfiction which his Majesty feels assured 
}ou will derive, in common with his Ma- 
jesty, from this proof of the solidity of 
tiitse Ilcsouratig cannot but be greatly tn<» 
cieibcd, if. It his Mijesfy confidently 
hppes. It shall be found possible to raise the 
n**ressary Supplies for the present year^ 
without any material addition to the Public 
Bui thens 

My Lords add Gentlemen,— Wo are 
especially comt landed to say to you, in the 
name of his Majesty, that, vf ever there 
wts A just and National War, it is that 
vhich his Majesty is now compelled to 
prosecute -**^h 1 8 War is in its principle 
purely DefAlsive. His Majesty looks but . 
to th^ atuipment of i secure aad boR^mtublil 



* ' '’I tjj!, 

« 'Muni 
ejtei of San^ 





gilytenego- 
^ ,,, «fHMrtUy- 

cyea of the world 

%re fixed Oj^n the British. Parliament, if, 
as his Majesty confidentially trusts^ you 
display in thi»«ri»is of the fate of tbe couu* 
tiy the charactei istic spirit of the British 
Nation, and face unappalled the unnatural 
combination which is gathered around us^ 
Ins Majesty bid» ns to assure you of hu 
firm perst>asion« that under the blessing of 
])t vine ProM donee, the struggle will piuve 
hurccfcsful and gloiiuus to Great Britain. 
We are lastly commanded to assure you, that 
in this awful and momentous contest, you 
may lely on the firmness of his Majesty, 
ulio has no cause but that of his people, 
and that his Majesty reciprocally relies 
on the wiiclom, the constancy, and Uie 
iificctioiiate support of liis Parliament. 

1 K r L A N D, \ S IT IS. 

ViNDFX, LeITEK II. 

Siu, What has been reiuiiikcilof the 

tcxtuie of the Kiif^l.sh language, fhal it has 
more anomalies tlian an} otiiei known, may 
be mote tuily applied t<j the oppiesscd con- 
dition of the Irish people. In coiitempla- 
tingthc seveie and nuiltitaiious grio^auces, 
whicii that nation eiuiuies, one can easily 
perceive the un i vet said) of oppiession; but 
it is \aiii to look for that unity oi unitoimity 
of cause, that generates the suHeiings of 
other aillicted countiies. It is a maxim 
equally applicable to politics as to physics, 
that the simpler the cause the less injunons 
will be ihe consequtnee It is not the sin- 
gle fountain, from win ^h a great in ei may 
take its rise, that swells its pioud tide, and 
makes it flow with majesty to the ocean. 
Vauous accessary streams feed its pi ogress j 
and ^hc flood, which it dischaiges at its 


*de«potiQ gevemmefit, whUdi 
lower orders from Us 
multiplies the sm^rces of indictton, 
gravate the sufioungs of a natiotiv ThSil^ 
laony of the mass, collecting aqd 
ting every clement of intojeraiice aiuiavbi^ 
trary power, pours forth suqji a"* huge fioed 
of oppression, as lo overthrow every b^nri^ii, . 
and involve all classes of society in oneindis* 
ctimiiKuu state of misery and degradation. 
Tlvc«e are the three gieat sources of nalioiiol 
sufltiiiig; tor to some one of these nmv'he 
tracked the oppiesHiontof every naiion, wntate 
calamities aie recoided in histotys Yet nol 
to any one of these, nor to a combinafiKMl^ ^ 
any, or of all of them, are fhe miseries of 
the liisli tiati(»n to be ascribed. The vrretchr 
edness of that people appears written* ih 
giblechaiaciers, o\ei the face of the laiKltj 
but, whiNt theeficctis thus visible Ui tl^e 
light of dciv, the obscurity of midnight dark^ ^ 
lies'* cmelips, .incl congeals the real catwfi 
fioiii View Many truths, various errorub 
and much nnsicpicsentation have been pobr* 
lished upon this 'lUbject, but nowiiter»th# 

I have (onsuited, has, according to my ofrw' 
luon, pointed out the radical, the retnoid 
somre of all the evils, that mar the mt^Oil 
quiet and piosjeiityof that country* ^ 
thohe dtvibilities, and the hardships, criMUg 
fiom iythu<i, Inve been, and are, at pieseuf, 
much insisted on, as the great causes of 
Iiisb giievancc. It wVuld b 6 false, to asi* 
sent, that the Irish nation has no^Ost grouml 
of complaint, no well founded claim fgr ' 
drets, under these heads, but, it a^iHil 4 jbbt 
tiay a gioss ignuiance ot the subject, a total 
di'^acquaintaiiLe with the real state of Ihg • 
people of Iidand, to contend, tliat the re* 
mov J of cither, oi bojh, could have any 
pel in ineni ciHct upc n the internal tran^}tiil^ 


mouth, is the accumulation fium many i lity uf* that country 'ibeseore but syiQp^ 
sources. The oppresMon, which flows from i tom-*, the disease lies 4®^prr, Tlie fotCeef 
anj single cause, is simpie, and may be h^ht, habit, or the flattery of stlf-We, may render 
when spread over the vast surface of society. I th >-e, who jie most affected, least setifiible of 
But, when all the springs of power aie optn- the existence ef the disease. Ilie patient 
I ed, when every channel, through which op- j mistaking the symptoms dor ihe complmniC 

look» with confidence to re-establishmffjtf 
upon their icmoval 3 yet, unless the pbgr 
i*sicum eradicate the |>eccant ceUits iiKMI 
, I th^ const ituuou, the relief is biHlempeMIIII 
loay esApe with little comparative injury, { the relapse certain, and often iafttlniie 
but all the lower orders of the community i cing the^ieal source of the fnaWy, wifi 
^uat be overwhelmed by the Hood.— Ihe } which iieland is afilictedf we nuM not4aiQil| 


- -g g , 

ed, when every channel, through which op 
pression can fiovv, contiibutes us contents to 
swell the common tide, liow frightful must 
*he the effeeta of the desolating inundation. 
Those, somewhat elevated in rank or station. 


nron rod of a gbyernment falls wuh most 
weight upon the objects, most immediately 
within its reach, and spending its force, as it 
descends, is scarcely peiceptible, when it 
touches, the lowett links of society, llie 
'oppression of en o^verbearing aristocracy pai*- 


solely, to the Piutestauts, or to the QtlhiW 
lies, or to file cloigy, or to the prieds^yn) 
orders, or to the unprivileged 
must consider the whole, as forming Jonm |mv» 
dy, presenting certain indications of^its.jr^^, 

iodiapositiuti, iu th^ 
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of rrutli, ascribe -to a 
to The *pre- 

' true, though the confhision 

A#4u»ti0f the extent^ to which it would be 


answer all the purposes of a sect 
' ^ a party, that may have an interest, in dis- 

E 'slng the true state of the case, or in eiti- 
rassiog the government and deceiving the 
imblic a . false one. There is no subject 
ef public importance, upon which so little 
. ^correct information^ er so much real igno- 
Mice is betrayed in this country, as in the 
impressions given and entertained, on the 
wctual state of Ireland. To form a judg- 
^ ment by the ‘factious representations ot those 
' meRy vttho scandalously abandoned the Ca- 
-Ibolics, whilst in oiflice, one would suppose, 
that emancipation was now a measure of the 
, last importance to Ireland. In my former 
latter, I stated, and 1 here repeat the asser- 
tion, that the total emancipation of the Ca- 
Aolics, would prove an incalculable benefit 
Ip the empire, without havinganyconsiderable 
•fleet on the internal state of Ireland, i am 
ooiivtnced, that any man, acquainted with the 
l^anaral catholic mind, will agree with me, that 
Ibo measure, if unaccompanied by others for 
redress of practical grievances, \^u]d not 
have the smallest effect, either to eradicate 
&fr^ Grattan's quaint pimple, or supercede 
Ihe necessity of Mr. Sheridan's equally quaint 
ftttch. But, even though the balsam of 
emancipation were to clear the complexion 
of the beluty from the pimple, it would not 
semovo from the constitution those ill hu- 
moufi, of which the pimple is but a symp- 
. tom. The act of emancipation would have 
po more influeece .upon the wretched pea- 

E it, than an act, for allowing litm to inha- 
a slated house, would have, in recoiiciling 
JUm' to bis miserable cabin, because of the 
Ipririlege conferred upon him, of being lodg- 
as well as his superiors, if ever his cir- 
CMistaDoes should enable him to procure the 
iODOmmodation. #His grievances are practi- 
flriy his wants real % and it is not by the com- 
IpmitalioD of political rights, which he can 
fliMr tope to enjcqr, that be is to be recoii-^' 
fHiililO a^t present privations and grievous 
Mtowctwol^ Every honest and im- 
al mto mpit be a friend to emancipation, 
no good or well intentioned sublet 
Mae W wish to fme that question into ,d{s- 
omstoi, It pment, without some reasonable 
fawspletoif success. Indiscreet precipitancy 
to retard an event, whidi 
IMy dlpw it sober flection, on the part of 
,lto% intoii0^ iif]>oso‘^ty must on^mte 


p^senied, and alike toitoiderstbod in t!i& 
country. On die ground of right, the pr^ 
j)eriyoi( the clergy and of fay impropriators, 
in tythes, is unquestionable ; and certainly 
the attack upon that descrij^ioii of property 
comes with a very bad grace from thellnd 
proprietors. It would be superfluous here 
to enter into any proof of the common law 
right of the clergy to tythes, in their several 
benefices. That proportion of the produce 
of the soil has been impre&criptably vested 
in the church ; and, 1 doubt much, whether 
any land proprietor in the empire, tan pro- 
duce so venerable a title to his estate. It is 
necessary to bear this in mind iri order to 
decide upon the principles, which have ac- 
tuated the land proprietors of Ireland in their 
hostility to the rights' of the clergy* It has 
been stated above, that the title of the clergy 
on tythes is immeiporial and imprescriptable; 
not so the claims of the Irish land proprie- 
tors. Nine-tenths of the lands of Ireland 
have been regranted on forfeiture since the 
reformation. The lands, of course, passed 
to the grantees, subject to the claims of the 
church, which were indefeasible even by the 
crown; for those lands only, which be*^ 
longed to the suppressed monasteries, were, 
or could be, granted over by the executive, 
discharged of tythes, because these Jands 
alone were previously exempt from their 
operation. The proprietors, therefore, of 
nine-tenths of the lands of Ireland, whether 
claiming by descent, or purchase, from the 
original grantees, or their representatives, 
must bold their estates according to the 
terms of the original grant. They can have 
no right to what was not, and could not, be 
conveyed by it — the property of the clergy. 
Every species of tenure, by which bnd is 
onw held in Ireland, has been effected in 
the contemplation of this prior claim of Uie 
clergy. The purchaser and the occupier 
have acquired their different degree of 
perty or interest, upon lower terms, in the 
pro^nion, that t1i« amoun^t of , the tythto 
(^mmished the value of the acquisition. * It 
would be unjust, therefore, not only to' thd 
t^brgy, but to those, who eithef^^^fld or le^^ 
lands, under this impression, te by the 
abolition of tythes, so valuable wKtoessidn 
of property to the present pmprfieibrs It ^ 
terre-tenants, for which jno conskfelWdM 
whatever had been paid, of reserved, at Ihd 
time of making the pur^se or the teape* .1 
know it may he said, that it is not thp 
abolition,iKira reasimabfo comitottflidh, 
tythes, that is sought. 1 , afitoit 
mutation it the, oitoBttfalo t&^eot 
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nvto tHrred t&W .queilioo m 
lAe.0irfo 81^ of iho ciMlii 0 d< bat my ar^' 
piineat will «p|^y e^alty to eommutationas 
o abolition;, unlew timt commutation be 
adequate to the clergy, and still levied off 
the toil. In' 1734 the land proprietors of 
Ireland abolished tythes of acisimetu by an 
arbitrary vote of the Irish House of Com* 
moos, declaring any professional man an 
enen\y to ins count^, who should be con* 
cerned in any process for the recovery of 
tythes of agistment. This felorrious injunc* 
tion, for it robbed the clergy of their proper* 
ty without any colour of law, was afterwards 
legalised and placed upon the Statute Book 
at the Union. But, wh 1 were the gainers by 
that transaction ? Were they not the pro- 
prietors themselves, whose pastuie and 
feeding grounds were enhanced in value by 
being thus exonerated from the cLiims ot the 
clergy ? No man will venture to assert, that 
the public was in the smallest degree bene- 
fited. Neither beef, nor batter, lior mut- 
ton, was reduced in price, in consequence, 
and theie is good reason to think*, that the 
present high rates of tythes, in tlvat countiy, 
are owing to that measure, which, by con- 
fining their operation to so small a portion 
of the surface of the country, as that em- 
ployed in tillage, rendered an increase of 
rates absolutely unavoidable. Should the 
land proprietors succeed m 1803 , as they did 
in 1734, ill reducing the rematinng incum- 
brance of tythes, affecting their lands, 
would they, or the public profit by the 
change? The instance, just quoted, will 
suffice to answer that question. Every ar- 
ticle of agricultural produce would continue 
at us full price, unaffected by the change, 
and only the present occupier, and the laud 
proprietor In reversion, be benefited, unless 
the co/nenutation should still respect the soil 
as its object. In any other case, the public 
at laige would be altogether the sufferers, as 
there would be no diminution of prices, and 
tbe tand owners would proportionably in- 
crease their rents, whilst the whole weight 
of the commutation, if not confined to the 
soil, would be to be defrayed by the publij. 
If the land proprieton were generously and 
tltsioteresmlly to come forward, and ofier to 
forego the ben^t, they enjoy from tbe abo- 
lition»of lytbes of agistment i if tbi^ were 
justly ftnd nobly to declare, that they had 
Sqfierited their estates, subject to the recog- 
nised provision for tbe diurob, and weredis* 
posed to act hoQpoft^ly by the clergy, to 
mit foiriy with tbe pnmte, and to conform 
^ to foe ed^tiofis, CfMi which their proper- 
grancedi fftb^ were to propose, 
tu the kmgoofn> 







rate by theitoto* orfoei 
to tolteye tillage grontmi Sum the V 
taut incumbrance, to Which they are at 
sent exclnsively, though,' pefoaps, 
existing circumstances, necessaril/ suMeefed. 
for the support of foe Irish churqb ostabllfoii 
mdnt } if, id their agbetatiod of teal fordii 
interest of the public, they were to maftlfint 
any real feeling for the suffisringi of foe 
people ; or, whilst ostensibly seeking redress* 
of national grievances, not covertly to pro* 
mote their own private interests j if they 
shewed any disposition to acqttieiee ilY a 
common sacrifice for a common object ; or, 
if their efforts were directed to the attain- 
ment of popular relief by any measures of 
general opeiration, not by the piooder of a 
particular body, we might respect foetr mo- 
tives, however difficult we might feel It, et^ 
ther to approve the means they have resorted 
to, or enter into their particular views upSbA, 
so important a national question. But, let 
it he had in remembrance, that the land pro* 
piictors, who are now creating Kn oOl^ 
against t>thes, for foe severity with whicli 
they press upon the lower orders, are thW 
very identical description of 'persons, who 
procured the abolitiou of tythes of agtstnvwit, 
which cast the wh^le of foe burthen of 
tythes upon tillage lands ; and, consequently 
upon the pour. Had they exerted them* 
selves, for the relief of the people, in t 734 « 
with the same activity and ^rseveratioe^ 
which they displayed in prosecuting success^ 
folly the exoneration of their own pasturst 
grounds from .any part of foe charge, iher# 
would not be any dUcontent, at this momem 
existing amongst the Irish peasantry, on 
score of tythes. Tythes of potatoes wetb^ 
at that period, but of comparatively recent 
imposition, and had never been generally 
subnlitted to, nor levied without obitructioifi 
From the first introduction of that nutriciou!! 
root into Ireland, until about the middle of 
last cent]ar}S its cultivation was attendedl 
with complete immunity ftom any contribu- 
tion to the clergy. Tbe oxaetton of a highf 
rate, therefore, from a species of till^^ 
which bad never before beep tbe dbjeGfOT 
^any such charge, was, as ^y be teasonaW 
supposed, not quietly acquiesced in. Wmim 
Boys, Right ^ys, and various other detSpt 
minationso and combinations of lawless dm 
tamal insurgents associated, fVoni time eg 
time, for the purpose of resisting tbe 
witb op^ violence, and commuted 
ties, that disturbed tbe tranqiatllHy of t|H| 
country, and called fosj^ha dtrect 
tion of the militnrv. Tm» pressure of 
was UDTuestiodabl^the Imnaediato cuttle IV' 



whcp ib^- 
oi* the 

• fouj iheif pOWCr 111 

' Iflj 'filjeff /orce and depredatioiw, 

ti^, eittended their viewa and 

to every species of op- 
ttrfcfcr wkicb they had sulFered. It 
faahioni at the time, to ascribe 
troubles, and the outrages that folio w- 
^ ^^10, the diaalTeclion and fury of a Popish 
■ ^lobi ITiefact was, however, that thtj veu- 
/'geaiiOQ uf the rioters, was indiscriinmiitely 
;'^yeUed a^inst the dues exacted by the Ca- 
itelie priests, the tytlics levied by the Protcs- 
. i^t clergy^ and the exorbitant rents de- 
inoaoded and iuforced by the land propiic- 
and middle men. — ^I’here were as many 
acts *of violence committed against the 
priests, and persons concerned in levying 
distress fur rent, as against the agents for 
tythes^ who were universally represented as 
in^jj sole objects of popui.ii* Jiatred and resent- 
ment'. liic excesses of ilie deluded multi- 
tude served only to enhance tiie hardsliips, 
>yhich they sought to alleviate, and the re- 
l^ated disturbances of the country had tlic 
eftect of iiuimidaiing enterprising British ca- 
pitalists from embarking in any, the most 
prmmsing speculations, in that devoted 
kingdom, I’he landlords accused the clcr- 

S who, in turn, retorted the chaige upon 
m» of being the source of the national 
griovahcesj and the populace, whenever 
g^ded into , resistance by the overliowing 
nwasure of* their oppression} directed their 
jittacks, with equal violence and without any 
distinciioOi against rents, t)the3, and the 
exactions of their own clergy. It was, in 
the last degree, false, there tore, to ascribe 
such disturbances to any religious motives : 
they were the unhappy, illegal, and ill judg- 
ed struggles of an oppressed pr'palation, to 
* obuiu ^ force a redress of existing •griev- 
ances,^ from whatever source they might 
.nave proceeded, and a greaief number of 
. Ciltbolic priests,' than ot any otljer descrip- 
tidn persons, sutiered from popular re- 
a^tinent; daring these convui-sions. The 
Urhpbpf the South of Ireland, at the com- 
of the year 17*^0', presented a 
„^tdncbqly and alarming picture of public« 

. and popular outrage. The spirit of 

yihich bad antecedently been 
jjfined ^e.^scufiiy of night, and the 
‘Iter o^^^itesumed disguise, gainings con- 
fiambers and impunity, en- 
lape.of W and prowu-ed 
i 0^ :^4res« and violence in direct 

V jde^insd, jhe civil power, 

d ly imerpoib W of piilitarj force,; 
[f |i W dej^lataiblef l^uwoldeble execu*. 



pnetors, taking 
of the people, and ibe 
cJcTgy, procured their famoba.yOfe R? ,ag^/' 
ment. On that occasion, iHe pimple 
betrayed, and the clergy ^crific^ i; Tpr 
whilst the latter were deprived of their prai 
periy, ihe iorroer were left exposed to the 
same unmitigated grievances, with all the 
aggravation, that must have been the conse- 
quence of throwing the whole weight of the 
church establisfiment upon tillage hinds^ 
What confidence, then, 1 would ask', ought 
to be placed in the professions of pieii, wh0 
are so actively alive to their own interests^ 
and have shewn such morbid sensibility to 
the hardship-* of the great body of tneir 
countrymen i h it to be jmpposed, tint they 
who put up their lands to public competi- 
tion, and lei them oiiiy to tlie highest bid- 
der, will abstain from taking any advantage 
of the alleviation of the pressure of tyihes, by 
a correspondent increase in their demands J 
If they hud ever been known to decline an 
opportunity of swelling the amount of iheir 
rent-rolls, liowever presented, they might, 
perhaps, be allowed to possess some claim to 
the public spirit and disinterestedness, wliich 
they affect. It might then be safely admits 
ted, that the public, and particularly the 
poorer classes, would derive some substantial 
benefit from the abolition or commutation, of 
tythc'i. But the spirit of exaction, which 
pervades all clashes of the comm unity, ia evor 
cr.iving and never satisfied. Whatever may 
be taken from the amount of lythes will be 
added to the amount of vent) that the 
wretched hind, who is taught ta expect 
some alleviation of his burl hens# roust ifind 
all his, hopes Iru^rated, nil hU piospct^s. 
bhuted, when at length it shall be 
ed, that the only effect of the chari^. will 
be, to tpansfer to one hand, ihat.oj^fi^C^ 
which had previously been dispeoj^^ hy 
— It Is not tp any one class, or td an)r;|ai^ 
colar body, thereJbre^ that thedistrftligijil^ 
oppressiou of the people of Ireland, 
ascribed^ lliey ate all, equally in&c^'^lm j 
the thirst of iheonie $ pud, whetner land 
proprietors, cle/gymen. land .^herajv&r^ 
met s, proctors, middlemen, evea. 
gers, they avail themselves ol^xf ^cation 
Ip promote their selfijdi otfiecUji.'Vv’irh^ any 
regard to the mii^ri^ of the. victtma jto 

rAnnritv'. Miitii^ir vAfllmtfilfkS. ||0 )0|0 ihiSin' 


rapacity. Mutual 

party feelings and* pr^^di^V 

rise to reciprocal iic^nwions; 
the mulrifariouaji^fanf 
mities, >re occapjedfiialt^ 
denunclatiqti^' ^ 
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41 iije;of oot to 

"6ii?bfife<^ aniq qf Iffekod, 

between uikwpr facuoriis, 
p^qcipl^ r^fW'ons, bet^n 
'^ieweii:^';.anV 

, ' q# wMiyt^on? bf WAiregpJiitmj^f 
Ist.u sin^pfe; obvlottSj iind d^fiutteic 
throughout e\*ery part 
If^^^cotfhtry 5 and; Diritliout ever Ibdrtgjt* 
obscurity, that veils 'the limits of 
'^^pr ^stiii’ttibu’s, drawls a dear and c6tor 
pld»^tfslve\line of demarcation betweeu the 
..ti^o'graijd, tho igh very disproportionate, di- 
yM^ of the peopid of li eland ; those who 
^^V^’fortie property, SM^d those wild have 
i^rio hlit their labour i in a word, the* 6p- 
arid the oppressed, •yhe selfisli 
pindplei that induces the great land pro- 
prietor to extort the highest possible rent 
fothift IJttids, passes with the possession , to ' 
hia tertant, and descends with accunaulating 
force through all the intefmediate tenures, 
ttritil it iaHs with insufferable effects upotf 
the lowest denomination of occupants, the , 
labouring poor. This is the great source of 
ajl ffie grievances am! discontents in Ireland, 
and this proceeds not from the influence of 
religions {irejudices, or the exercise of poUti- 
tgfil ascendancy) it is the melancholy cense- ' 
.^riqnce of that unhappy, system of legislative 
jnedhisiou, which annihilated all identity of 
>^iiig,.and destroyed any community of in- 
during the last century, in thd^Insh 
hjstfpct,' taws were tnade for the security of ; 

rathei: than for the i^rotection of 
l}ie|^p|e. The great body <n .the natioh,'*' 
which was crit offby'ii^litic 8(9-^' 
from any inheritance hi thfe a»n^,. ^ 

ihis#alhly* ^hough^rapidly; ih 

' «kk> of; inO ' 
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^ tbri to 'ilif of lii^ 

a&mfaiiiircitm tbU however 

imnr^appAi^t^4t tm^bo oecesmy to»ex«* 
pbin the Aatore^ ijUid point out the original 
aoor<9e^ ofvidNie. V^oeiiin every case, I 
bfaTiey^ eohatituted by labour, or the cliifi* 

^ Cttity bf producing any commodity. I shall 
hot stop here to explain how the liberal arts 
' apd a Itnowledge of those sciences wliicli 
tiina "and capital are necessary to acquire, 
iin a preeminence, but merely remark 
the labour of one man appears to be 
^>orfgl)iially equal Jn value to that of another, 

. and that he is entitled to demand for the 
Wjork of his hands that quantity of the pro- 
of another person’s which it required 
att^equal length of time to fabticate. In 
bartering my goods with another person’s 
•tharefore, I, do not state my commodity, 
bu(my labour, against his. It is peihaps 
true that the agriculturist is capable of pro- 
ducing a greater quantity of gram than the 
manufacturer can of any commodity; but 
ii things become increased in quantityt or 
as a less degree of labour is requited tor their 
production, they become diminished in va- 
lue, and therefore a small quantity of manu* 
Pictures may be stated against a large qiian^ 
tity of grain or rude produce. — It U here to 
be remarked however* that as every manu- 
faetnrer, as well as the agriculturist, pro- I 
doees a quantity of those articles which he 
is employed in fabricating c^ual to the sup- | 
ply of^any individuals besides himself, he | 
js entitled to risnk this surplus of his labour | 
with the surplus of the labour of other arti- 
und to set off a certain portion ol it| 
acc&nling to its quantity, against that por- 
tion of the superfluous food raised by the 
agriculturist which be receives, and in the 
sme manner to barter the, remainder amoQg 
followers of other «aris for the other ne^ 
'oeasaries which he may require. The v^be 
of manufactures j[f never so much Jessaited 
by competitioirns to resolve into the 
4 nere subsistence of the nianu&cturer> be^ 
cause he could never be satisfied so 
inadchuace a return for, his labour^ aetf 
would therefore betidte himself toanotbfr 
proAsupoi apd ingenuity wbtqh 

teiii^ l^incveaaft facility of Uie&Mca- 

cton of iny commodity never redum its 
price N^ond leave 

the nidiiotouto the value au^due re* 
wigd of ^ industry. By nothtrt|, how- 
bo^^ termred tmt the productive 
p^hVof does not auipasS that 

■ " aiie ^ this— that afiricuitune 
be made to chaoj^ 

manner, that k 

mar iMademonfMmd id bn mvefse ratio to 




I consumes* inannfiicdn^ et^ to 
' Nothing can Indeed be merp javMenl.tban 
that the agriculturist is as much ipainteined 
at the expence of the manufacturer aa to 
latter is at tliat of the former ; and that to 
price of grain resolves itself into the amount 
of the manufactures exchanged for it, as 
much as the price of manafai.tures into the 
amount of the food which is leceivedfor 
them. Of what use is it, therefore, In db'* 
m(3^trating a difierence between the cir- 
cumstances of manufacturers and agricuUu^ 
rists, to say that the manufacturer has trans- 
muted articles of a perishable into those of a 
durable nature, or the agriculturist those of 
a durable into those of a perishable nature 
For each consumes what the other creates; 
each gains what the other loses ; each ex*^ 
changes that which is of no use for that 
which is of use to him ; each gives no more 
of the woik of his own hands for that of the 
other’s than its value^, the relative arnoiuit 
of which that competition which exists among 
agriculturists,* as well as manufacturers, al- 
ways renders exact.— But instead of saying 
that one species of labour is more productive 
than another, it would be more correct to 
sny that one commodity is more easily pro- 
duced than another; which however can 
only have the effect of proving it to be of 
less value. For if the labour required to 
produce any commodity be small according 
to its quantity, the price must be in tho 
same degree low; if, on the contrary, great, 
the price must be proportionally high. An 
equality must be observed in appouiontng 
the emolutnents of difierent protesMons, in 
order to induce the application of the roetq* 
bers of sbcii^ty equally towards them, and 
there can be no other rule for this distiibu- 
tion of reward than labour. All arts^aro 
equally useful which society can afford to 
cultivate ; and all profossions must be equal- 
ly paid if they are equally necessary. Even 
the $oU^er, the judge, and the menial «erv> 
vant^ who produce no tangible commodity, 
are^dtitlsiid to raxtk their labour as equal to 
apw]od,Qf the superfluous produce of a!« 
ioit alt the manufacturers witbin tiste socie- 


mi 


ty to whifh they betoiig, aa all derSyp bto' 
fit from it; and be remupeiatcd for to 
security and focitity which t&eygwe to to 
protonion of articles of necessity fW luxur/j 
or to Addition’ which tbeir to. 

tl 0 dmoyoientof with a #vtain per* 
tion of them for cbeulr owq pmsuc^ioifi 
The only difference which is to faw'dUtoef- , 
ed^betweeti tourd of agWcnl** 

tutni leb<nw in other arte 


m 


tmUe thi$ 

turer cm ln<lti|>n$ i^om tM r^riimc 
toeceswftc rewuMhi^ t)wnlab«»Ur, 
rdjiiacl^the^agesoy the then and the hyi* 
petihc af th6 t6oh which be employs. This 
rftlf(;rence between iDanufkcturers and agrl- 
cnftatists lb however flaore nominal than reah 
It^ba rent paid to the landlord iS evidently a 
profit on stock for money of property invest- 
ed in hnd, which does not exceed the ofdt- 
inry return of expenco and maintenance^ 
and plac-b him in no moie advantageous cir- 
cnmsunces tlnn any other capitalist ^ and 
if a master manufacturer boriows money for 
Canyingon bis business and pays interest 
ftr It, or if It 13 recollected that he psys a 
puce for the Hide produce which he manu- 
factures, he will be found to be exactly ia 
the bltujtion of a f rrmer paying a rent. But 
by those who contend ti)i the supenonty of 
agiicultmc, the comparison is genetally 
made between journeymen dtpnufacturers 
hod farmers To be fair however, it should 
he between the master manu^turer and 
fhe farmer, for the capici^ of n land 
lord IS an addition to the profession of the 
latter. A landlord *ind a tenant are to be 
consideied as engaged in two distinct trades, 
m vifiich two capitals iie employed, and 
fiom each of which a piufit is to be derived 
But It IS obvious, that the rent leceived by 
the landloid is piid by nnnufacturers, or 
that Uiey give ai ticks to the tenant m exr 
chauge for gi nn equal to a revenue for him- 
self and anothci to the tandloid, — only be- 
cause the two Stocks employed, in justice, 
demand it. Stock is again to be considoicd 
as an accumulation of labour, winch, 
account of its utility, necessarily de 
mauds i ceitain revenue In every 
Indeed, however much {he intricate nature 
dr ftke subjedt ilkidy perplex our judgment, 
btodtsdWays resolves itself into a reward for 
lalRto, and as the competition between the 
mrarars of society, jp the different arts, 
reouces this reward to exact justice, it js 
impo$^tde that the agncuiturfti, more than 
s^ho are engaged in professions, 

[ eitraordituM umuj]; le- 

‘4 ihm hU labouv^ or pal ifcoan 
^ ttidibanr highdf degteb pfMuciivekto 
KtauMlCdf ihc cmufituftty tbdn l^at aPljifa 
Otner jttxrfes^ious 

ihd isecCsstty ift fbteijgn comfic^e, 
T dm PHp^ng wdtol* of 
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aw ItdsfSf dsiTbe intmddoed L 
auf^ctnre depohds upon the ea ^ 

xi(A. 



from theebaPp which 
' nralsysmift. 


« POPULAR RDUOATiOU. 

SiR,-«-Vanou8 have been the plam prb* 
posed by theoretical writefs for the Improve* 
ment of mankind. Among the most sp^ 
cions ol these may be reckpned, wbAt Qas 
l>een usually termed a popular education. 
The connection between truth and viitue ia 
thought to be so intimate, that by Whatever ^ 
means the former is acceierated , , by pi%- 
cisely the same, and to tbo extent^ 
will the practice of the I^ler bA promoted. 
Tliah tilts opinion, it is icarciely possible b 
conceive one, St greater vai^ance with t]^ 
whole tenor of human et^rieuce. Wefe 
it true, that in the same nroportibn as nh- 
fions emerge from a State of haibafism* 
they were known to cultivate tho*e gracel 
which tend to adorn the human chatact^^ ^ 
then indeed there would be some appaieilt;^, 
propriety, in* using every possible exertion 
towards a general diffusion of Knowledge. 
Hut luxury has hithetto, in an infinite va^ 
fiety of forms, been the inseparable eop- 
cottijtant of refinement, just as much aa 
avarice has been of commerce, or rapaci^ 
of power. From the history of what coun* 
tiy may the moral influence df knowledgtb 
even when it has truth for its objea, 
deduced, i$ tbeiefoie neithei an invicH^ 
nor dn useless inquiiy ^ For, it not a 
mentnblejfnct, that the mind of man 
be highly improved, while he reituupi 4 
stranger to every emotion almost, w]btclK>^ 
ought to agitate his breast — ^Tlie plan pf 
education proposed by Mr Whaibread, t 
am w illiDg to believe, originated In ail 
dent desire of promoting fhe w^^re ox R 
large class of hi$ fellow creatures. But, " 
tbit there was any rational probability m 
Its accomplishing the end in view, may r 
i^erjr fairly ouc^tfoned. Its being so near 
i elated to toe far famed diseovi^ed of thp! 

I btgh toned philosophers, who are < 

^ Ing up i^e omnipotence of tmth, 
a strong presumjpit^ against I*. \ 

jadgtnmt of lober aiiodt. 1%. 
bi]i(/of Bvmg to see a mptld) 
plougfimeA* thread-spiiHien, aad 
twisiere, diSMtiDg with theiT |p'< 
eohceroing the tkorha). 
thitin. sit^*enpn^ toaappMitr 



> m] , POLIf rCAt Educ^^. 

, on the intrinsic 'valud ‘of their own para- ihhaljitants ot that fayjiui^ ic^tty, *l%al 
. doxes, it was not iiiitil very lately that they their sobriety, their bafd%^, "^nd un^i 
condescended to solicit the friendly aid of ried attention to business^ is ,:not derived 
the plodding politician, — But at length, from books, noV to be traced to any sptem 
withnEhe assistance of a chosen disciple, they whatever of mental improvement, is a fact 
ha^reallyandrn^oodtaiili resolved upon ilie which might be very easily proved. Pot 
quixotic exi)eriment of ronovatirg the hn- some years past, their manners have been 
man nature, of tran.^formins the world.— confesscJJy on the decline, nor is it difficult 


One of a less sanguine tempera niciit might 
' siiggest the expediency, not to s*iy the pro- 
priety of these devoiecs of metaphysics tak- 
’^g an accurate, and as far as is practicable, 
' an extensive survey of the conquests which 
they have already made. Perhaps, with 
comparatively few e \ceptions, it would be 
' found, lhal by liow mtich their opinions 
..Hhve been embraced, more especially by the 
lower orders of society, by so much has the 
fove of regularity, oi‘ sobrit ty, and of jus- 
tice dnninished among them. I am aware, 

' that the majority even of thinking people, 

' are in the habit of rc\'erting to what is called 
the dark ages — to that period, when, if 
prophane history maj' be credited, enthu- 
siasm and superstition, in a manner, re- 
velled with human ignorance — to that pe- 
riod, when the spiritual concerns of king- 
doms, were consigned to the care of an' old 
man at llomt? — to that period, when a dio- 
' cesan bishop, or even a common priest Avas 
qualilied to search the inmost recesses of 
the human heart — we are in the habit, I 
say, of looking back to that period with a 
riilxtiire of.honor and contempt. — Yet, is 
}t£tny tbhig more than reasonable to enquire, 
whether since we have thrown off the yoke 
which our fore-fatiiers placed upon oiir 
necks, we have made any great im|>rove- 
ment in a moral point of view. — Ho we 
still retain tlie same simplicity of cliaiacter, 
the same love of ©ur country, the same 
chivalrous and undaunted spirit, and in 
short, the same regard to public and frivale 
Worth ? Arc we in j'ossession of an equal 
portion of happiness now, as wbeii we were 
Sevoutly adoring an absolute monarch, who.se 
Vvill was law, and doing homage to spiritual 
guides, who kept* the keys of our conscien- 
ces,, by circnmveniing every avenue to our 
'understandings ? Who caij answer either 
o( thttsc questions in the atBrmativc ? Anck 
if no one can, how romantic must it be to 
think of essentially ameliorating the condi^ 
fion of the poor, merely by infoj^uing their 
Wrids.**— Art appeal more ostentatious than 
"Svise, has been made to Scotland, in behalf 
' of the benehoifil effects of education, to the 
lower society. Surely it could be 

made by tjidse only, who were but very 
partially acquainted indeed, with the maa* 
nm, the cuotoms, dr the prejudices of the 


to cii.scover the cause of their degeneracy. 
At the period of the French revolution, 
when the rage for freedom became fashion- 
able, and wlien the Reform societies, those 
detestable a^jsociations, were in the zenith 
of thoir glory, the fatal infection vvas com- 
municated to the Scottish peasantry, and it 
i.s greatly to be feared, that the venerable 
remains of their ancient character were 
then irrecoverably lost.— From being the 
most liappy people in the world, they sud- 
denly became peevish ai^d discontented. 
Poor mechanics, who could scarcely earn a 
paltry .subsistence for their families, busied 
themselves in fruitless invesligations respect- 
ing the origj.n of government. And, those 
whom one* would not once have dreamt of 
employing, to adjust a common difference! 
between two friends, conceived themselves 
destined to give laws to nations, and to pro- 
nounce vdih emphatical decision, on the 
natural, the inalienable rights of man.— 
Mighty truly weie the atchievoraents ac- 
complished by means of philosophical in- 
formaiioij, and rational discussion ! !— li 
I a]q>eared, as if every spark of patriotism, 
and of loyalty, which had so often warmed 
the breasts of tlie .sons of Caledonia, had 
then been extinguished for ever. They 
could no longer brook the idea, of conffning 
their peculiar affection within the nari^ow 
boundaries, by which nature had wisely 
chosen to separate one portion of the huma/i*^ 
race from another. No 5 their enlatgdd 
minds felt greatly indignant at a thought so 
mean. Wiiilc, however, they were sacri<L 
ficing largely at the shrine of equality, the 
ties of kindred were forgotten, as we^) it§ 
the SLicred laws of rectitude and of bonpuK 
Light be the, turf upon the breast of that 
immortal statesman, who boldly slept for- 
ward, and dijpeiling the awfful delusion, res- . 
cued his country from impending Jestt^ 
tion : — Happity, the poison of revolutibndiy 
.\nd democraiical principles, wide as 
its range, and fatal as were its effects, did 
not reach many country parishes/ otving 
partly, though not entirely, to their ihsitlar 
situation, and among these atone shall .W 
find the genuiof^ Scottish character 
these, some happy families wiir yet be 
found, who, untain^ by the general pol-^ 
Intlon, regnlate their (fboduct by that fnoxt' 
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uapopolar of all prij^ci^Ies^ namely^ ihai bird's scheme^ that the chief, if indeed not 
the^ have nothings earthly to do with th$ only object they ba\e in view, in InJ^ 
lnw%, hut to oley tkem^ On this acmiOt, atfunmg the people, is to enable them to 

pojhaps, more th<iii on any other, they I'ead tbe^cred scriptdVes Rejllj , thefe Is 
arrivid at the vummit of hnnian telicity ^metbing truly laughable m the id^ of 

In spite of placemen and peiisionei^, as well such men as Godwin for instmce, wi'Ti^ng 

as tlie whole host of mutkeatcis at I lo\d*s, the people to pursue a couise of rciJing of 

theyaie through un we me d assiduit) , pros- this desci rpMon Agiinst such contcmpti- 

pering m the i **everal callings But in ble hypocrisy, it were' m \ am to argue But 

Jiige tow’i'i, thp^nsc IS materially different, permit me to ask Mr. Whitbread, (and I 

In thest, the effects of popular education know ^ e is iiicapible of pioftssing whst he 

are sensibly felt What is the finit of their does not belie\e) whcthci he tlnnks serious- 

reading > Wtie I to answer, penury, un- Jy, that tnc people would read cAe 

easiness, peiplexity and sorrow, I do not than the bible Aie they in no danger of 

know that I should be mu(h wide of (lie hiving their leligious prii eiples undtrrnined 

tiiith. — he inhabit ints aie fondei of copy- b) Inhdels, oi peiveited a ceilain de* 

ing the vices, thin of imitating the \iitncs scnption of dissenteiR ^ And is it i matter 

of their mote southern nei^hbouis In of any moment, wbethei t' c'y piefcr the 
crowded Cities pa®‘iion rules ind i tges Ihe sophisms of a \ oltaire, to those of a Piiesl- 
understandings of the people miy he nracli- ly ? — Will not the moital effetts be piecisely 

attd, but the r licirt ar<^ awfully dt pi a\od the same in either rise ^ Ihe \otaries of 

And, wlnl-^ they arc etciPilJy nrgin^ in Athei m, ind llie followers of Socinns, 

our Oils the magical 'Aphorism, 'marnn i t though thr^ do not go b) ilie Mmc mine, 
vet lias, ct iiminklit, oi tint oth( r ‘•til mtunlb tnoighull} round the camt stinl- 
morc pernicious miyim, It ft ard— llui both ciy li dcoi sly for the dif- 

voutall* to iiflH , Mie) aic extinplif}! g fusion r 1 1 nowlcdgi , and bvthalteirp they 

those tcnipcis am dispoiilions, which hii iin iiiauh neaii, llu meie glimmerings of 

man n tiire ought not to po css Aiiy nmssistcd itison hiom ♦he i )pagaiion 

heaven guild ni> coiintr} agimst tic in of then l^isphtuous doc^nns, peisons of 

pious designs ol those d lunfless sp cui fois, i il I aining and tistc h ve little to ftar. 

who wish to deprive Hum of ovli> lei nin It rtq lies i o uncemmon c wiuty to gcr- 

jng portion of then hij p ness — Ignoiiiie (cive, th it w hit they call pio'ound lewn^ 
may bedenonunated ihcpiitntof the \ il ^ in„, h nothing mne than nciesubtilt) aU 
fare of individuds and communities Die tenu ai d ntu nrnit) it is veiy niifor- 
term, hovvever, h vei) equivocal, '^nd j vnoite th it ilie igieiiiit, and *those who 
often groisl) mis applied 1 o be ignoj iiiv < ii jus^ eJv tc id aie ever leadv to le- 
of whit IS commonly cljoiiified wi h the ('ene* the ip ixini of a pervcited nndeistand* 

name of wistlom, would, in a v isl virieiy mg, of a s ekly in i nrntion lii ons who 

of instances, be no common a qni tion caii i ist icarl th« sic,ud \vUti igs, but who 

Were we tot il stiangcMs to the hvc’ sh s i - ire \ 1 1 incinble of foimihga proper 
sibihtya)f llousseiu, and tlie c* i ni’ inp c tv jiubnitnl enon then import int e( ntrnts, aio 
of Voltairt, the piesent discontents would tho ^ yi e.n^ whom the* si d s of ceptnisni 

speedily subside Muimuiings met com- Hy ilii^l st and m ke tl « g-t ilest lavagcs. 

phinings woule] be* he iid no iiiojc foi evei lir m 1 1 1 1 incie is e^ ss, Vvho constitute? 

Ulie age of populai elamoiu, of oligiicli the niij iit^ in all emlt/ccl er ntiies, tvery 

cal despotism, would be succeeded by thu thing is to he e'pt^eted, oi cveiv thing 

«fchi\aliv and of muily sentiment But niubt be dicidcei — t o cm it ise iheii happt- 

it is almost hopHess, pcilnp;* (omplctGl> ness by idc' » g to ihcii enjojmeiits, and di- 

\ visionary, to expect so total i levolunon p miiushing the (juantity ot*tueii hhonr (an- 

iiuman opinions, at least in ourdiv-^Dar not tail of he mg the visli of every benevnf- 
''fcgcratical principles have now been of so lent mind —But how is this to he done 

* ion^ Btandipg ui this country, lint the) *Not suiJy bj instiiictiig them how to 
hive, so to expicis myself, become conso ^ptnd then Icisnie honr^ in JaLoiioi s idle- 
lidated into oui geneial Inbits, and Inhit is ness Not by makii^ them disreh'-h as* 

assuiedly the greatest!) i ant that cv6r plagued tasteless and insipid, the m nl> pleasuies of 

any people — StiJJ, however, it were uii- the field, and subslit iti* g in then loonij, 

tuanly to despair— rather against hope, lot those kitsd of books, wlneli will h ive i ten* 

IIS believe in hope Happy, happy, says deucy, lo eiurvite tl eir muds, to tostei 

the Moniteui, will it be for England, when luxury and eftemir ac) — Bi t sa) the popular 

•she once more becomea a monarchy.— *It is education philo^opiicrs, by teaching these 

liretended by the paitizans of Wbil-- piwple to read, we chcctually aggrUMle 



1393 twi 

tbeirhappipes#} lot w» jcoow that intellect that species of re» 3 fhg is prefenedj whnh 
tual pleasores, are not only much moie in- acts at once ao a stnnalus to tte UBd«r»una- 
fonse, but likewise toore perrpanent^ than ing, and a narcotic to the n^tt. rheJo 
those which belong to os as animaU •-This then aie some of the blessed eftects of po-i 
hypothesis, on which so huge a superstriit- pular education. J would solemnly ask Mr 
tnre iS to be reared, is perteetJy giatuitous Whitbread^ whether it the peasantry of 

It hath lAdeed ever appeaitd to me to be pal- England had not been able to lead, the. 

patbly absurd A few wild visiomrics might tonsequences resulting Iroin sorh publica- 

be found, who would impudently a>i>^rt, tions as 1 he Age ot Reason, oi Ihe Rights 
that they have denied inoic ml saiist ftion of Man, would have been Inlt so tiagual, 
from the poems of Viigil, or Irom the niu- it is to be feared they have Hi knuvss 
eical tones of Catalan I, thm flora the btst full well they would not That ( lass ulio 
ttirlom of be(f in Smithhcld maikt r Rut are pirticuhily Inb^e to have their judg- 
is R so with minkmd in geiieraP No it inenis pcrvciiud by false reasoning, is ply- 
can tl en only be the cisc, when the animal sicdly ii cipacitatul fiom vicvirig a subjeet 
functions arc impaired bv intemperance, bv m all its vinous bcinn^s In Hath it is 


idleness orprofliga y, and when the va,ious 
objects of sense Invc been enjoyed to sa- 
tiety A good dinner is so gruit a bjo'isii i**, 
that he who does not sinccielv piize it, 
ought m justice to be deprived of it Pio- 
bably an Italian songstusi oi some othet 
stiumpet who display a her liinb^, thevvoik- 
ing of her thighs, and tl e iiitoii'jtioir of hei 
voice, befoie a concouise of spectiiois, 
might preach up the intensity of nientil 
pleasurea^it is her trade , but what person 
of sense would hesitate a moment to csll hei 
a dibseiiibliiig vagnnt bhe lives upon the 
haid earnings ot the laboui mg poor — is sup- 
poited in splendour, by their cues and by 
their blood Her very existence dejjcmU 
tapon the eneoungement of the popul r 
education system. Its^ overthrow and hei 
irreoovei able, rum, aic events, which, how 
distant soever they miy be, must ultinuttly 
go together Apait, how'ever, from mui 
suderations of thyskind, may we not inqnne 
•whether It is redly true, that by te thing 
people to read, we tnercase tueii h ippim ss 
—I am much mistiken indeed if tlu u veise 
la not the fact I ook at our niaiuit ictories, 
at those of Manchostei and Birminghipi foi 
instance, and you will find thattht miscii- 
ble wretches who occupy them gtiierilly 
epeakmg, can just lardy lead-- 'VuMheii 
leisure moments devoted i j tliesacied pige '> 
Alas’ they arc open contemmrs of that 
stupendous light, 'which has often gilded 
the blackness of human misen, which Ins 
been proved to be tht b dm and the toulnl 
of the present life, as Well as a soverei.,n 
antidote agnuist the ftar of death. Do 
they read only useless publications ’> Were 
they satisfied with iJiese, to reform them 
would nut be, as it now confessedly w, a 
forlorn hope — Riit the fact is, their read- 
ing IS chiefly confined to those puny pamph- 
lets, which aie calcul ited to gne poignancy 
to the violence of their unruly pashions — 
If at any time they ascend higher than tnes*, 


not tlitii province liue they hive a liUu- 
idl dcbiic lo aiM to the stock of then ideas, 
but it is then 2^)i> I ortune to icmam ign »- 
laet, wiien knowit odenly puu bas- 

ed— -Happy ignoi inc« ’ ih* child ot mnu- 
cciKc’ Who dots not at once peictive the 
truth of that beaujiiful apostio^hc of the 
bai i of M uitui, 

O foitur 'ct&s mm um, vui bi bond nonnt 
Agncol IS I 

Itweie imprudent 111 me, howevei, toev- 
cKise the pitieme ot yom undeis mv Ion- 
gei, -md the i ilh^i as it m ly hi puttv near- 
1, exhausted 1 slnll, thtiefnc, conclude 
\ ih a M.;lc umiik — Uthc iijh to bo 
I lilted at as lh"p tun of ignormcc, might 
be 111 Sin to ones fed wt as I am 
tndy leitiiirmg, lhroUu,li the mddium ot a 
most Us till vvfik, the senliiucnts ot some 
of the mist lecuriti lOMwneis both in mo- 
j ds and lolilies, I sh ill willii^lv put up 
vviih any ippdliticn* which dots not cx 
elude me froni th ii fiatornity —With 
hi^h rcspicl, Iiemim, Sii, your constant 
re id 1 J M VC— — 
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lie Diclnation issued at St Peteis- 
buigu, by Jns Maj thePinpcroi of all the 
RubSias, has excited in his My ’h mind 
St longest sensations of astonishment and 
giet— Hisj Maj. was not unawaie of the 
nature of those secret engigements which 
bad been imposed upon Kushia in the con- 
ferences of Tilsit, But his Maj had enter- 
tamed the hope, that a review of the trans- 
actions of that unfortunate negociation, and 
a just estimate of its effects upon the gloiy 
of the Russian name, and upon the in- 
terest of the Russian Empire, would ba\« 
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induced bis Imperil Majesty to extilcal^ >rau]d sofdly Ue diffioilt to prove thi# j&. 
biiDself from the embarnssmept of tbose Bfitain>'iyhowa$ herself in a state 
new counsels and connectjona which be bad tility with Prus^^ia^ when the war hro^ Slit 
adopted in a moment of despondency and between Prussia and France, had an inthi^fc 

alarms and to return to a policy more con* and a duty more dfreqt in espousing tfa^ ' 

genial to the principles which he iub so in- Prussian quarrel than the Emperor o^bussia# 
variably professed, and more conducive to the ally of his Prussian Maj., the {Irdlector 
the honour of his crown, and to the pros- of the Not th of Europe^ and the Guarantee 
perity of his dominiont.-^This hope has of the Germanic Constitution -—It is notin 
dictated to liis Maj. the utmost forbearance a public Declaration that his Maj. can dis« 
and moderation in all his diplomatic inter- cuSs the policy of having at any particular 
course «itli the Court of St Peteisburgb^ period of the war eilectedy or omitted to 
since the pe.ice of Tilsit.— His Maj. had effect, disembarkations of troops on the 
much cause tor suspicion, and just ground of coasts of Naples. But the instance of the 
complaint, ^ut he abstained from the Ian- war with the Porte is still more singularly 
guageof reproach. His Maj. deemed it ne- chosen to illustrate the charge against 0. 
cessary to require specific explanation with . Britain of Indifferet^e to the Interests of her 
respect to those arrangements with France, ! ally: a war undertaten by G. Britain at the 
the concealment of which from his Maj. instigation of Russia, and solely for the 
could not but confirin the impression already purpose of maintaining Aussian interests 
received of their character and tendency, against the influence of France.— If, how^ 
But his Maj , nevertheless, directed the ever, the peace of Tilsit is indeed to be con- 
demand of that explanation to be made, not sidered as the consequence and the punish- 
only without asperity or the indication of any ment of the impiited inactivltyofG.Bri- 
liostile disposition, but with tha^ considerate tain, his Maj. cannot but regret that the 
regard to the tcelings and situation of the Emperor of Russia should have reported to 
Emperor of Russia, which icsulted from so precipitate and fatal a measure at fbe 
the recollection of former friendship, and | moment when he had received distinct as- 
fiom confidence interrupted, but not destroy- suiancos that his Maj. was making the most 
ad — The Declaiation of the Emperor of strenuous exertions to fulfil the wishes and 
Russia proves thit the object of his Maj. *s expectations of his ally (assurances which 
forbearance and moderation has not been his Imp**rial Maj received and acknow- 
attained. It proves, unhappily, that the hedged with apparent confidence and satis- 
infiueiice of that power, which equally faction) ; and when his Maj was, in fact, 
and essentially the enemy both of G. Britain prepaied to emjdoy for the advancement of 
and of Russia, has acquired a decided ascen- the common objects of ihe war, those forces 
dancy in the C(JUU')els of the Cabinet of Sf. which, after the peace of TiNit, he was 
Petersburgh 3 and has been able to excite a under the necessity of employing to discon- 
causeless enmity between two nations, whose cert a combination diK'cied agaiivt his own 
long cfctabli^hcd connection, and whose mu- immediate interests and security.— The 
tual interests prescribed the most intimate vexation of Ru.sian commerce by G. Britain 
union and co-operation. — ITis Mnj, deeply is, in tiiuh, lilib* mort? than an imaginary 
laiiieiUs the extension of the calamities of giicvance Upon a diligent examinatioo, 
war. Bat called upon as he is, to defend made *by his Maj * 1 : command, of the records 
Jbimself against an act of unprovoked hos- of the Biiiish Coiut of Admiralty, there 
tility, His Maj. is anxious to refute in (he iias been discovered only a solitary instance 
fiitce of the woi Id the pretexts by which that in the course of the present war, of the 
act is attempted to be justified. — TheDe- condemnation of a ves-icl re-illy Russian; 
claratioQ assoits that his Maj. the Emperor a vessel vvhich^ had carrievl uaval stores toe 
*of Russia has twice taken up arms in a caasp poit of the common enemy. There are 
4n which the interest of G. Britain w'as but few instances of Russian vessels detain- 
ra^e direct than his own : and founds upon t*d : ^nd none in which justice has been re- 
this assertion the charge against G. 3i italn fused to a party regularly complaining of 
of having neglected to second and support such detention. It is ihetefore matter of 
the military operations of Russia.— His Maji surprise, a| well as of concern to his Maj., 
willingly does justice to the motives which that the Emperrir of Russia should havecoqa^ 
originally engaged Russia in the great stiug- descended to bung foi ward a complaint 
gle against France. His Maj. avows with which, as it cannot be seriously felf those 
equal readiness the Interest which G. Britain in whose behalf it is urged, might appeals 
hasuniforndy taken in the fates and fortunes to be intended to countenance those exag^ 
of the povi'ert of the Continent. - But it j gerated declamations, by which Franpd per<* 
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ic^cilngly enamours toinfT^fne the jealoa^ 
of other cautitries, zut to justify her own 
inveterate animosity against G. Britain. — 
The peace of Tilsit was followed by an clu r 
of iniidiation on the part of the Einpcror of 
Ru^»a^ for the' conclusion of a pence be- 
tween G. Britain and France j which, it is 
Asserted, that his Maj. refused. — His Maj, 
d}d nbj refuse the mediation of the Emperor 
of Jlqssia ; allhough the ofler of it was ac- 
companied by circumstances of conceal- 
ment, which might well have justitied his 
refusal. TJie-ai tides of the treaty of Tilsit 
were not communicated to his Maj. ; and 
speci^ciilly that article of the treaty in vir- 
tue of which the mediation was proposed, 
and which proscribed a limited time for the 
return of his Maj.*s answer to that proposal. 
And his Maj. was thus led into an appaient 
compliance with a limitation so oftonsive to 
the dignity of an independent sovereign. 
But the answer so returned by liis Maj. was 
not a refusal. It was a conditional accept- 
ance. The conditions required by his Maj. 
were — a statement of the basis upon which 
the eneuiy was disposed 'to treat; and a 
communication of the ai tides of the peace 
of Tilsit. The first of these conditions w\as 
precisely the ’shnie which the Emperor of 
Russia had himself annexed not four months 
, before to hi.s own acceptance of the proffer- 
ed mediation of the Emperor of Au^tria. 
Tlie. second was one \\lnch Ins Maj. w^nuld 
have had a right t6 require, even ;!?» the ally 
of his Imperial Maj. : but which it would 
have been highly improvident to omit, when 
he was invited to confide to hi.s Irjperial 
Maj. the care of his honour and ot his in- 
terest. — But c\en if ihctc e'^nt!itii)us (nei- 
ther of wliich has hrui fultilicd, although 
the fulfilment of them liiur been repeat ecliy 
requited by his Mnj.'.s amba.s«ador ai St. Pe- 
tersburghV had not been in themselves per- 
fectly natuial and ncces.e.iry ; tliere were not 
Wanting considerations which might have 
warranted hi.s in eudeavnunng, wiih 
more than onlinary an-\.< ly, to a.sccnain the 
views and intoiuions of the Emperor of 
Russia, and the precise nature and eliect of 
Wienew relations which his Imperial Maj. 
tiad contracted.— The complete abandon- 
ment of the interests of the King of Prii.s.sia 
" (who had twice rejected proposals of sepa- 
rate peace, from, a strict adhei'ence to hi.s 
. '#t)gs^cments with his Imptrrlal t'lly), and 
cnaractcr of tf^ose provisions which the 
. Rmperor of Russia was contented to make 
for hfs own inteiH^sts in the negociations of 
'I’ilsif, preserved no encouraging prospect of 
the result of any exertions which bis Im- 
perial Maj. might be rH^Jposed to employ in 


-favour of G/ Britain.«-rt i« not, while a 
French afmy atiHoccupies and lays waste the 
r^naining dominions of the King of Prus- 
sia, in spite of the stipulations of the Prus- 
sian treaty of Tili»it ; while contributions are 
arbitrarilycexncted by France from that rem-* 
naiitcf the lVu.shiap. monarchy, such as, in 
its entire and most fl('un.shing state, the 
Prussian monarchy would have been unable 
to discharge ; \yhlle the surrender is demand- 
ed, in time of peace, of Piussian fortreitscs, 
which had not been reduced during the war ^ 
and while the power of France i.s exercised 
over rriis.sia with such shameless tyranny, as 
to designate and demand fur Instant death, 
individuals, subjects of his Pras.sian Maj. ' 
and re.sidcnt in his dominions,* upon a charge 
of disrespect ♦owarcls the Fi'ench govern- 
ment 3 — it is not uh'le all these things are 
done and suflered, under the eyes of the 
Fanperor of Russia, and without his inter- 
ference on behalf of his ally, that his Maj. 
can feel liimseli cajlcd upon to account to 
Europe for liaving iur.sitated to repose an un- 
conditional tionfidence in the efficacy of his 
Impcri.d Maj.’s mtdiation. — Nor, even if 
that mediation had taken full effect, if a 
peace had been concluded under it, and that 
peace guaranteed by his Imperial Maj., could 
bis Maj. have placed implicit reliance on the 
stability of any such arrangement, after ^ 
having seen the Emperor of Russia openlyl 
transfer to France the sovereignty of the 
Ionian republic, tJic independence of which 
his Imperial M ij. had recently and solemnly 
guaranteed. — But while the alleged rejection 
of the Emperor of Ru.s.sia’.s mediation, be- 
tween G. Britain and Fiance, is stated as a * 
just ground of his Imperial Maj.'s resent- 
ment ; hi.s Maj.’s request of that mediation, 
for the re-establisbment of peace between ■ 
G. Britain and Denmark, is represented as 
an in.siWt which.it was bwond the boftnds of 
hi.s Imperial moderationto cndnrc.~ 
His Maj. feels himself under no obltgaiioh '' 
to offier any atonement or apology to the 
Emperor of Uussia for the expedition agaiil?>t 
Copcnh.^gen. It is not for those who were 
Pollies to the .secret arrangements of Tilsit,/ 
Vp uemand .satisfaction for a measure to which 
those arrangements gave rise, and by wbji^i 
oneof thcobjects of them haabeen bap{>ilydc- 
feated. — His Maj.’s justification of the expe- 
jlirion against Copenhagen is before the World. 
'The D/5claratioh of the Emperor of Russia 
would supply whatever was wanting in it, 
it any thing could be wanting to couvinee 
the most incredulous of the urgency of that 
necessity under which his Maj. acted.— rBut 
until theJRusBian Declaration was publisliedv 
his Maj. had no reason to aiispect, that any 



yfhich tbd Boij^iTQr of k&s§ia might 
entertam of the transdtfioiis at CppeohAig^P* 
cdolcl be such as U> precliule his Impeml 
Maj. from undertaking ai the request of G. 
Britain, .that same office of mediator, which 
he had assumed with so much alacrjiy on the 
behalf of France. — Nor can his Maj. forget, 
that the first symptoms of reviving confi- 
dence, since the p<ace of Tihit, th(3 only 
prospect of suct:e>s in the endeavours of ins 
Maj,’s ambassador to restore the ancient 
good understanding bctw’een G. Britain and 
Russia,' appeared when, the intelligence of 
the siege of' C'openhagen had been recently 
received ai St.Feiersbuvgh. — ^"Fhe invioldbiii- 
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influepco>y\^ Riissia 
intp. unjast hostiJigea for interests not 
owrr.— The Russian Declaration procerfs ldrf 
annoutuce ,the, several conditions on whtclt ' 
alone these hostilities can be terminated, '^nd 
the intercourse of the t^^o countries rout- 
ed. — His Maj. has already had occasion to 
assert that justice has in nojnstnnce been 
denied to the claims of his Imperial Maj/a 
subjecU.— 1 he ternniiation of the war with 
Denni.it k has been so anxiously sought by 
his Maj., that k cannot be necefi,s3r>, for hlc 
Maj. to renew any professions upon that sub-* 
ject. But his Maj. is at a loss to reconcile 


ty ot th^ Baltic Sea, and the reoiprocMl gua- 
rantees of the powers that border upon it, 
guarantees said to have been contracted with 
the knowledge of the British government, 
are stated as aggravations of his Maj.’s pro- 
ceedings in tlie Baltic, li cannot be intend- 
ed to rejnesent his Maj. as having at any 
time acquiesced in ri»e principles upon uJiich 
the inviolability of llie rfaltic is aiaintahied, 
however his Maj. may, at partiiiiilnr period.s, 
have forborne, for special reasons, inlluenc- 


the Fmperor of Russia's present anxiety for 
the completion of such an aiTangement, 
with his Imperial Maj.’s recent refiLsal t<> 
contribute his good offices for eftecting it,~ 
The requisition of his Imperial Maj. for the 
immediate conclusion, by his Maj., of a 
peace with Friiice, is as extraordinary in tlia 
substance, as it i.s ofiensivein theinann^% 
His Maj has at no time declined to treat 
with France, wdien France has professed a 
willingness to treat on an adruis.sible basw. 


ing his conduct at the time, to act in contra- 
diction of them. Such forbearance never 
could have applied but to a state of peace 
and real neutrality in the North j and his 
Maj. most assuredly ('ould not be expected 
to recur to it, after France has been suflered 


And the Fmperor of Russia cannot fail to 
remember that the last negociation between 
G. Britain and France W'as broken olf, upon 
points immediately affecting, not his Maj.’i 
own interests, but those of his Imperial 
ally. But his Maj. neither understands, nor 


to establish herself in undisputed sovereign- 
ty along ilie whole coast of the Baltic Sea, 
fromDantzig to Lubec. — But tlie higher the 
value which the Emperor of Russia places 
on the engagements respecting thetranqiiilli- 
ty of the Baliicv which he describes himself 
a.s inheriting from his immediate predeces- 
sors, the Empress Cathevine and the Em- 
peror Paul, tJie less justly can his Imperial 
Maj. resent the appeal made to him by his 
Maj.’ as the guarantee of, the peace to be 
concluded between G. Britain and Denmark. 


will he acimit, the. pretension of the Em-» 
peror ot Rus.sia to dictate the time, or the 
rnoilc, of his Maj.’s pacific negyeiation vidtli 
other powers. It never wiU be endured by 
hi.s Maj. that any goyernmenl shall indemni- 
fy itself for the humiliation of subserviency 
lo France, by the adoption of an insuUiiig 
and peremptory tone towards G. Britaio^**^ 
His Maj proclaims anew those principles of 
maritime law, against which the armed ueq- 
♦rality, under the auspices of the Empress 
Catherine, was originolly directed ; and 


In making that appeal, with the utmost con- 
fidence and sincerity, his Maj. neither in- 
^tetided, nor can he imagine that he offered, 
any insult to the Emperor of Russia. Nor 
can his Maj. conceive that, in proposing to 
the Prince Royal terms of peace, suc}\ as 
♦be most successful war on the part of Den- . 
t;ould hardly have, been ‘ expected to* 
from G. BntaibV rendered 

hiiiiseifjitble to th6 either of 

exasj>erajtmg the res^toflfnj:, of ouirsg- 
i%the d%nUy* of D^nm3r^.nr?:Kis Maj. has 
thus replied to%ll this accusations 

by which the Russian government labours to 
Justify the ropuire of a connection which, 
ba^ subsisted for ages, with reciprocal ad- 
^ vantagf!s to G. Britain 'and Russia.; and at- . 


against which the present hostilities of Ras-* 
sia are denounced. These principles h^ve 
been recognized and acted upon ^n^the best 
periods of the hi.story of Eurojjg j and act- 
ed upon by no power with iSSre strictness 
and severity than by Russia herself in the 
reign of the Empress Catherine. — Those 
principles it is the right and tlie duly ojf 
his Maj. to maintain: And against etlety 
confederacy, bis Maj. is determined, uudtr 
the blesfijng of divine Providence, to ipaiO’*, 
tain them. They have at all times coti^n- 
buted ess nitially to the support of the 
time power of G. Britain ^ but they are be- 
come incalculably more valuable and im- 
portant at a period when the maritime povyer 
of G,. Britain constitutes the sole remaininj^ 
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bulwark against ib» o^rwhelming 
tions of i^taoce; the only refuge to which 
other nattoha nittjr yet resort, in happier 
times, for assistance and protection -*When 
the opportunity for peace between G Britain 
and Russia shall 'arrive, his M j will em- 
brsie it with eagerness. The arrangements 
of^ sdfch a negociation will not be difficult oi 
Complicated. His Maj , as he has nothing 
to concede, so he has nothing to requiie 
Satisfied it Russia shall roanittst a di'iposi- 
tipn to return to her ancient feelings of 
fiicndship towards G Biilain, to a just 
consideration of her own true interests , and 
to a sense of her own dignity as an indepen- 
dent nation. 


If a community shall ewsr 
' calamitous situation, when the wholAcTeaMa 
come of the proprietors of the soil sMll hav< 
been put in requisition for the treasury, tlustc 
can remain in that country few objects of legi- 
timate taxation —It has been pioved beyond 
the possibility of being controverted, that the 
cultivatojs of sugar in this island, compre- 
hending both landholdcis and farmers, aie, 
with veiy few exceptions, in the unforto- 
nute state supposed, even if they were ex- 
empt from the buithen of debts ^The 

gre itcst proportion of the taxes of this coun- 
liy IS laiscd on this body of piopnetors di- 
lectly, and a consideiable share of the re- 
maindei ludirutly, thiou^h \aiious clas'tes 


Russia —Grrfer ^ Council fo^ general 
Reprisals again u Russia 
At the Court at Windsor, the ISfh of 


Decembei, 1807, piesent, the Kings Most 

Fxccllent Majesty in Council His Mi 

jesty hiving taken into ronsidcintion the in- 
jurious and hostiU piocetdngsof the Em- 
pcroi of all the Riissias, as set forth in the 
DecLualion of this date, issued by his Ma- 
jest)*s toinraand; nnd bting dttci mined to 
take such measuies as aic ncccssaij toi mii- 
diciting the honour ot his tiown uid pto- 
curing lepantion and s.UistrMti< n, In Mi- 
jesty theitfoie is pleased, b\ anlwuh the 
advice ot Ins Privy Council, to onl'^i, and 
it is heieby oideu d, that pmki d Kpu^u> be 
granted agiiust the ships, coods, and sub- 
jeits, of the Lniperoi of all the lliissns 
(save and e#.ccpt any vessels to winch his 
Majesty’s licence has been granted, oi winch 
bnVebcen directed to be released fiomlhe 


embargo, and have not since aiiivcd it any 
foreign ports,) so that as well his Mijcstys 
fleets and snips, as also all othei ships and 
tesseis that shall be commission lUd by let- 
ters of marque oi gcrtcial lepiisnls, or other- 
wise, by his Majesty’s Commis^joneis foi 
executing the office of Loid H *;h Adoiiial 
of Gieat Britain, shall and mij lawfully 
seize all ships, vessels, and goods belonging 
to the Emperor of all the Russi is, or his 
subjects, ci, others inhabiting vVithni the 
temlories of the Lfnperor of all the Russias, 
and bnng the same to judgment m any of 
the Courts of Admiralty within his Majesty’s 
dominions, Ac &c.— Camdi-n, P West- 
fSOKLANO, C. P S HaWKESBURY, Mui- 
l^RAVE, St. HrLEN’s, Sp PtRCEVAt, G. 
Caknino. ' 


JAMAICA. — Resolutions^ passed unanimously 
hy tke House of Assemllyy on the 2 Qlh of 
Oef, I8O7, relaitve to the distressed staU 
of thi Colony, and especially to the Abolu 
ivoh Act, passed by the last Parliament, 
(Continued ft om p gOj 


of the inhabitants, whose chief means of sup- 
port aiedt iwn fiom the sugii plain itions. — 
It vvert V iin to sc nch for moans of levying 
paitof i It vt nue that dots not exist And 
It is punfnl to the committee to state, thu it 
will be mipiactuablc to continue toiaise 
within this idand, tbo^c contributions which 
were chc-^i fully pa^d in h ippu 1 times, unless 
the sugar pi inters shall be enabled to sup- 
poit thrir vhaie of the public bin thens, by 
some ndical, efftctinl, and pcimanent, niea- 
snics, whif h shall i» stoic and tnsiiic to them 
an income, btaimg aji st projxirtion to then 
Ml 41 t ipilals, on which our local taxes have 

1) (11 hciclotore chicff) assessed lhat, 

from tl e unexpected sums wine h have been, 
an 1 m i) be, collected, from the extraordi- 
naiy importation of Ah leans, as befoie 
stated, and the unexpected falling in of cVbts 
due to the public, it may be practicable, 
with rigid ecoiujmy in ill other bi aiichcs of 
the public expenditure, to continue such 
subsistence another year And the commit- 
tee recommend to the House to vote sums 
neres&aiy fot giving the said additional sub- 
sistence to the 31st day of December, 1808. 

'I he committee humbly hope, that, ,on a 
faithful representation to our most gi'apious 
SwciciG^n, of the calamitous situation to « 
which his loyal subjects of this island are 
reduced. Ins Majesty, with his accustomed 
benevolence, will recognize the uniform 
zeal with which the voluntaiy contributions 
towa** is the comfort of his M.aje$ty s troops 
inlthis island have been made, wfiilst thl^ 
inhabitants bad the means and, considenflgr 
the state to which proprietors, once opulent, 
aie reduced, that his Majesty will be pleased 
to direct his ministers to adopt stick mea- 
sures as shall be necessary for protectihg 
this yet important colony ^om the general 
funds of the empire, to which it contiibutes 
so large and dispropoi tionate a share. And 
the committee recommend to the House to 
appoi nt a cbmmittee to prepare a most hum- 
ble address to his Majes^, setting forth ihesf 
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our grievapce^ aod opprMia^f edmestif be- 
se^hif^ his Majesty's comamda on his mi- 
nisters to adopt proper measttres for oui re- 
lief and redtess ^--Ordeied, that Mr Steven- 
son. Mr, Grant, Mr Whiteborne, Mr Sims, 
end Mr Ftnlay*»on, be a committee for that 

purpose 11 Resolved, 1 hat tlfis House, 

tor Itself, and on the part of its constituents, 
■and of *11 other pel hons in aiiv m inner con- 
cerned 111 the welfare of this island, do, in 
the mo t >lcmn itid decided manner, protest 
against rh at t of the Inipt rial Parliament, 
pasiicd ot tile 25th day of Maich last, enti- 
tleti, * All Act for the Abolition ot the Slave 
li ulc,’* not only is abitach, on the pait ^ f 
< overnment, ot the conditions undei which 
fils A1 »jest\ b subitcis embarl^ed in the sei- 
skment oi this island, but as a novel, un- 
just, and unconstitutional Intel ference with 
us mn rnal goxeiiiment indaftins, calcu- 
htcclt) defeat ind to snbvci t our laws, to 
depiivews of our cleaiesf birth lights^ the 
trial juiy, to laisc envy and jealousy in 
the breasts of the settled negroc->, suhver- 
jive of an anc eiit and idmil cd ^piinoipk of 
the British ccrist lution, tint i o viws can be 
binding on tho c w* o ire not repiesented in 
the pirJ unent whicn cn lets them, placing 
not only our rights ii d propeitits, but also 
oui live:}, in the most imminent danger, ind 
tending to promote clisafFietion in the mm Is 
of his Majesty s most loyd subjiil*. - — III 
Resolved, Inat the Jegisliture of th s island 
has, and ever had, the exclusive and absolute 
right to eniet its own laws and to tpgulate 
entiiely its mtenial t^ovcinnient and affairs 
that the Impend Piiinment Inth not, nor 
hath any olhei power upon earth, the most 
distant right to mu rk re theicm {( xcept onlj 
Ins Majesty, in the instance of ct sallow lu 
the laws heio made), and that m support 
ot die dearest rights and Jibcities ot oui fel 
low subjects, it IB our duty, by a’l constitu- 
tion ai means m our powti, to resist the at 
^ tempt that has been, and every attempt that 
may be, made, to destioy or to abiidge tint 
•jjght— IV Resolved, 1 hat this House, 
m more fortunate days, when the situation 
of the inhabitants of this island was diiF< rent, 
land when the burthens and restrictions im- 
posed by Great Britain were infinitely le^s 
o{^resstve than they now are. has never 
faded in shewing the strongest msposition to 
render the situation of fils Majesty's troops 
In this island most comfortable, and th^t 
this house is still luflnenced by the same 
disposition, but is tot illy deprived of the 
samd means— 1 -V, Resolved, That the 
usual pay and subsistence gi anted to hts Ma- 
jesty's white troops stationed m this island, 
to theeittent o£ 3€KX) men, be continued to 


^th#wfu6ti!jtbe3Istday of JOeembef, ifrfjir* 
m the i^tst plaoe, by exhausting die Ihudt W 
aHse firom the duties on new negroes, umdiK' 
the act commoniy called the additional dut^ 
bill, and, as to the deficiemy, out of the 
montes to arise from sotUe or one of the 
other money bills to bo passed this session. 
— VI Resolved, That the abolition aCt/by 
Its totally destioying, for the futuie, the 
custoimiy levenue Under the negio duty 
bill, b) Its baUefol eftects on our ordinary 
resDuu , and Us gcneiai teiideucy to over- 
whelm the unfortunate settlers and inhabi- 
tants of tilts island, m combination with the 
excessive duties and chaises on our produce, 
and the well known general distress of the 
colon), lender us totally ifnable to m vke any 
provision for his Majesty’s troops, beyond 
the period above-mentioned, nor can we 
contemplate a renewal of such grants, until, 
by a ledress of our grievances, the minds of 
our constituents respecting oin cjonstitutien* 
al rights shall be quieted, and tho possession 
of the means shall again cnsble us to betr so 
heavy a burthen— ^Vi I Resolved, That 
under the pressure of a heavy public debt, 
aiidcf individinl diUreas, now actually felt 
and become insupportable, and fionti the 
prospect of the calamities which must be 
the inovitible consequence of the abolition 
act, it absolutely neressaiy to relieve all 
i inks, by modeiating the taxes, and by le* 
trenching the public expcndituic in every 
possible imnnei, even in some cases of ac- 
knowledged public benefit and advantage, 
lint the vote of the House, refusing the 
innuil glint ot 5,000 for loads it a dis- 
tance fiomthe sea, by which internal set- 
♦I rs, who so much augment onr strength, 
are disc onraged, should be followed up a 
lesoliiti >11 to susp'“nl foi tlie present all 
grants toi public buildings and batiacks, ex- 
cept 1 i limited degree and undei very ap- 

paion^ nece-.j»itv Vl^I Resolved, That 

the fuither prosecution of the measures about 
to be adopted in the Im^enil Parliament 
for the relief of the sugai colonies , the re- 
peal ID toto of the abolihoii act; oi, ff that 
cannot be effected, the absolufA rgeneal. at 
least of ill the obnoxious and onconstitution- 
al enactments (he reof, co ipled with a full 
icompensation t ) the island foi its losses, siif- 
feiings, and disappointments, in consequence 
of the abolition of the trade , the adoption 
by the British gov eiiiment of the means of 
ifToiding^cneia] protection to this colony at 
the genc^ral cxpence of the empire, and^ 
above all, an abandonment by the Imperta) 
Parliament of every pretension to an inter- 
ference with our internal government or af* 
fairs, aic objects of the highest importaneo 
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to this island^ and call for the unn^ed ate, tfie 
iMfnous, and most emeigetic attention of the 
island agent 

Am^kican Statp*? wadt 

/At Cong? ess, Nuv 17, IbO?, Huanug tat 
Jlffmr 0) ihi Chsap ah In t 

M. Blount, from t C >n iritic^ of (hu 
House of H( pic-'nl itivc*! on i | nt of the 
President’s Mes ip^c, icpoitcd tins diy on 
the subject of the i^t'^ck on the Che '»n t »kt 
The report e ommences with an expie loii 
Ol sCHhibility 'll thi'i outn^c s itos the re 
ceipt of in 01 nut ion relilive theuto troin 
the state nnd m\} depirtments pic^cnts i 
genet d vipwof the circnni •'inee^, ohstrvin^ 
that It mifjlit he s nd to h i\e bee n me oncost 
ibiy provi d, ih il William W iie, John Sti i- 
chan and Dan Mntm (threr of the tom 
persons tnken out ot the C he apt ike) ne ci- 
tizens of the United Stites, but tho eom- 
imttecadel tint tluy conecnc itunncecssaiy 
for them 01 the House to go 11 to iny inqui- 
ry on Aat put of the si ' jcc% is in then opi- 
nion whethe r th men lal en liom the Che 
sape-ike \iere, or weie not e i/ens of tli 
Uri tea States, i id wlKtli 1 the Cl < ssne ike 
w Is or w is not willn 1 llu ael nou leek < d li 
musof theVnPed t 'll th t me lhc> 
uere tikcii llu ehi k ler ot l* e et eit 
laHing then\ rernun* the sn < - Fi in 

the fore<5oino fids, it v os toi nirt mi- 
jinttee thit the outlay conm tud e»n the 
fiigate Chesap’il e In^ Hen si imped with 
cnciimstmcfc. of l4Kll^nltv m d lu ilt, of 
w hich there u si aro 1> to be toun i ai i illel 
m die histoiy ol CiVihzed nations, ml ic 
qones oiil) the sane non of the government 
iindei cole iir of who*e auth iniv t w is per- 
petrated, to mike It jiibl cause of, if not in 
irresistible e ill for, insdut and sovcic reli- 
hation hothet it ill u et ive tli it s nic- 
tion, or be di'.i owed md dechied in u nu- 
thorlsed letot i suboi linitc officer rfiiiuns 
tolv* eleteimiu d b\ the inswei v Dttch shall 
be given to the dem ind ot -\plnn itum , that 
answer now d idv <■ \pi^ded, will either pmk 
the detest let into pu lev or t \pind it to 
the mignituclc""»h pn-med ^ited hostility 
against the soveicignty and independenee of 
this nation , md until i»s line cbirii it r shall 
be fixed and known, committee deem S 

It expedient to dLcline expressing any opi- | 
nion as to the nieasuu 9 proper to be adopted 
in petahaiion to it But the eomnvttee add, 
ts 0 hei acts of aggression have been com- 
mitted within our ports and waters, such as 
these ment oned m the President’s Message, 
the ( omisittee are ot opinion, that it is ex 
pedient to provide moie eilectually for the 
potection ot oui ports and harbours but 


not bein^ prepaied to report specifically oft 
that subject, tney furthet indulgence of 
the House , and submit the follovi^ ing reso- 
lution — Resolved, That the altitk of the 
^ B ilish ship of war Leopard on the United 
Slates fiigjite Chesapeakt, was a flagrant vio- 
btion of the jmisdiction ot the Un*fed 
Si itcs , a id that the contiru mre of the Bri- 
tish sqindron (ot wliirh the T cop ml was 
0111 ) in then w iters, af 1 1 being notified by 
tlu j rrcl aPcitirn of the Pi cadent of the Uni- 
t(d States, oidciing them lodej ut tnesa i c, 
w is a f lit her vioi luon theieof 

Enti \ND Order in Cvtn<il, rclain e to 

heUta! C mmPKe Dated Dc ] ^ I8O7. 

At tlif Couit at Windsoi tnc Ibih day 
of Dee I8O7, (Sent tin Kings Mist Px- 
cellent M ijl tj m Coii»ieil -—His M'^jesty is 
pic I cd, bv Hid with the J'^vlco of Ins Pi \ / 
CcHuieiJ to Older, and itisJicitbj ouku J, 
th it nothing in his M qesfy’s Oiel r n Coun- 
( 1 of the 1 Itli of ^ov list shall e\t( nd, 01 
be roiistiutd to extend, to permit any vessel 
to import ant trt cles ol the produce or ina- 
nnfutiirc i*)f the enemies* cok^n its m the 
West Jnd es, diiect from such colonics to 
anv port ot this kingdom, and it i fnithcr 
ouUieil, that ill vessels winch nny irme in 
the p irts ol this kingdom dncct from the 
col )ni jafoitsaid, shall, neveithcless, be re- 
leas d, upon prred being mack that the 
(Initerpirtv 01 othei igrccment for the 
vov'^gc w Is tnlcifcl into btfoic notice of lhi» 
01 dor And the Right ITorr the Lords Cora- 
misnoncrs of his Majcoly’s fieasiirv, his 
M qi sty s Pi iiK ipsl Scci 1 1 iries ot State, the 

I 01 Is C ( nmiissioners of the Admirilty, and 
the Judj^Ls of th* High Court of Admiralty 
ail Coni ts of Vice-Admirilty, ar^ to take 
the mtessaiy measuies herein as to them 
shill i espeetiv el V appertain —W 

Ki NLR 

I I ANcr — — jDtcw against English Com*^ 
intrie, dated at Milan, Dec 17, IS07, and 
oigncd ly the Emperor Naptdeon Toge* 
thet witti a Sipphment ly the Ft each 
Minrstu of Marine 

Napoleon, fcmpcror of the French, J 
King of It ily, and Protector of the Rhinij 
Confederation —Observing the measures 
adopted by the British government, on the 
1 1th of November last, by which veasels bc- 
Ixiging toneutial, fnendl) , or even powers 
the allies of ^ngUid, aie made h^te, not 
only to be searched by English cruizers, but 
to be compulsorily defamed in England, and 
to have a tax laid on them of $0 much per 
cent on the cargo, to be regulated by tho 
Bntwh legislature ^Observing that by tbeasi 
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acts the Britl^li |dtrenmi«ifii: denationalizes 
ships of every nation in JBorope, that it is 
not competent for any government to tle- 
tiact from its own independence and rights* 
all the “oveieignsof Knrope having in trust 
thet sovereignties and tttdependcnre 6 t tlu* 
, that It by an ttnpaidonablo wiakness, 
andvhich, in thee)e»ot posterity* mouM 
be an inddibk stam, ‘udi a i)rann) v js il- 
lowed to be established into pnnMpks, and 
co^^eelalLO by m age, the -ili \.ould 

avail them‘elvci of it to issi n ii ab a i igUi, as 
they have .iiiilcd iIrpism ts ot the tulei- 
a'Tcc ot goiernnncnts to c i b’ -li tl e nif «- 
moub pi OKI pic, til It I lie fl-'g of i c Mnn dots 
not (ovti goods, and to give to tlu n ni>nl of 
blockade an irbitiii) cxtcn^toir, aa 1 w ndi 
luhaiges on the soveie gniy of evciv ‘■i il 5 
we have deciced, and do dt c t c m tobows 
— Ait.l. Lvtiy ship, to vvlntivci niHon jt 
may belong, that shall have submitted to be 
seaM hed by *11 hngirsh ship, 01 to i vov ige 
to I igl'iid, 01 that shall hive pad any tix 
vhitsocvtr to the bnglish govoiunuu^ is 
theicb), and loi that alone, dtViicd to be 
d( rntiondiz d, to have foifeiud the protti - 
tion of Its kuig, and to have become hngl sh 
pKipertv — Art II Whtlhei the shi[>s thus 
denatioiislized by the arbitr* ineasmcs of 
the Knglisli government, eiua into oui 
poits, <>i those of our dllits, oi vvhethei they 
fall into the hands of oui slaps of vvai, oi of 
our piivateeis, they aic dccl ud to begiod 
and lawful prizes — **-Art 111 llic Ihitisli 
islands die dechied to be in a state of block- 
ade, both by land iiid sea Eveiy shrp, of 
whatevci union, 01 whusoevti thepitmo 
of ns ( no; ) so nny be, tint siils fioni the 
ports ol I .11 liml, 01 ihojeof the fur' *’b co- 
lonies, and ol the countries occupie 1 hv Eng- 
lish troops, and piocecding to I i 11 %1, 01 to 
the English lolonies, 01 to counln s occu- 
pied by English ti oops, is good and lawdul 
prize, as contrary to the piest iir dc. ice, and 
'may be capluiod by oui ship^ jf war 01 oni 
piivateers, ind adjudged to the captor — 
‘Art. IV TIrsc n 2asuies, vv Inch are le ortel 
to only in just retaliation of the b'^ibiunu* 
ay stem adopted by England, which assimi- 
lates Its legislation to that of Algicis* shull 
cea^e toTbaVe any effect vvithicspeci 10 all 
iilitiOPs who shall have the firmness to com- 
pel theEdglish government to respeettheir fl jg 
They shall continue to be rigorously in foice 
as tongas that govern ment does not reunnto 
the principle of the law of nation which 
regalates the illations of civilized stales in a 
state of war. The provisions of the present 
clecvce shall be abrogated and null, in fict, as 
soon as the English abide again 'by the pnn- 
ffiplcs of the law of nations, which are also 


the pHt^oiplos of justice and of hononr *--*«--*• 
All oar ministcMs-vrechaiged with the esMii' 
cation of the present d«etrtc , which shalr^ 
inseited in the Bulletin ol the T^aws. » 

As a Supplement to this d Rrce, thej^ h 
in the Odicial Joinrnl the follow mg’ Cirepiat 
Tieltci , adciiLSseJ by the Minister of the*ln- 
i nor to ti.e Ch ♦mber of Coinnieice — Ti ou 
lie not nnuqnuntcd, gentlemen, with tha 
iiic' i(t> ot lb ‘B<itish govTinnicut, that last 
•‘ti<*e the oppie-'Sum ot the temmerec ot 
the wen Id , you know thavit has losoKed ta 
des^ioy the tt 'ble iLm uns of the indcpen- 
dtnfu uf ilu- ..IS It now thinks proper, 
il t h4utlnih no ship shall mvigate the 
s Is, \\ tho n »o\u hing -It .ts ports, vv itlwni a 
tnhntc^ 10 it\ pictendtd sovereigntv, and 
wilhou iet< iMiig from it an gn< minuins h- 
ceiicc — "J luis the ocean is hem efoiwaid on- 
h the mid of sluery’ I lie usinprUion of 
ihe most sKicd of the rights of nations is 
cotisumm itid, and this tv Finnic yoke is to 
press upon them until the diy ot veng#-ance(, 
Ol until hi ought to a due sense of modera- 
tion, the Jaiglish governnieut will iNell calm 
its 1 »ge, and bieak that sceptic to which tho 
nation* i^f the continent will never consent 
to submit — 1 am c ilhng our common atten- 
tion to the import uit 1 1 remnst uices which 
must povverlully in kue us to awaken your 
pvtiiotism inJ )oui wisdom One would 
hive iiingincd, thit every obstiuction and 
lesMaint that t logged the couise of tluk 
commevee on the continent, had been ex- 
hausted , still, however, ihev <fie going to 
be as:^nv ited ov the meisures 1 itcly adopted 
by Im htici, tit they will find our mill J» 
mide up to ‘ at*“i'nst, and to over- 

come, t‘us ne\/ r.iodcol oppression ——We 
iiiiist not duU oai cyc-v to the consequence*. 
Impoii'Uion and cxpoHation, already so 
much lesfMctc k wiUsoVi be much mdre*o. 

I v< vy thing (onn cted with m iritime coin- 
nuice, evciy thing that depepih upon it, 
will now be liable to more difhcultics, to 
moi'^ uncci taiul^ . 1 hcie are, lun evei, two 
chuiiicls tint M renia n open— The pow- 
ei of a*i Rk 1 g Lv 1 1 V di {> iliatj:»^unceb the 
indepundciR. ot us i in iial flag, by it 
'.iHincfnl s .bill ‘-Sion tj the Fnti^v sove- 
rcionry, *1^1 Pivig^'ing ni dar i British 

IiP'*! CG, w 11 oj / u i wide fie^d fo ihc hopes 
ol OUI Limniindtis Such a u«iource will 
uotp ove u ‘^Ikcli d, and Ficsi'n coipmerrte 
w 11 not d(\ote itselr n-j.-lcssl) ‘oihatsort of 
w ufuc wl icli * evci let^ioLj d'^xtenty, 

and dccisi n, go nniew'iid’* 1 We have 

moreover to hoj>e that n lUral ships wiU 
cluvle the v igilan* e ot the En* hsb miisers | 
ihe immeii'ie e-xteiU of the cossis of the 
empire will fav^out and p otcct the r enter- 
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ought not to be 4n- 
dwyalued, nor coutit^ for nothing. France 
wiU^iubiuif to^a tempoifary situation, which 
can only change with time, and with new 
exertions ^ but b^ enemy shall not deprive 
her of tbe tpaln basis of her prosperity, her 
interit^l communication, her relations with 
the continent, where she n» longer sees any 
hut friends or allies j her soil will not be ler,.s 
£^ile, her industry will not maintain itself 
the less, though deprived of some materials 

, which it is not impossible to replace. o 

ihls last proposition 1 am rather anxious, 
gentlemen, to direct your attention. You 
advice to give, and examples to iiold 
oot to commerce. You must already fore- 
see the effect of the privation of certain ma- 
terials, more especially for cotton, and ()f 
ingredients for dying of cotton, of which a 
quantity has been stored up in France : that 
which we shall derive from the l-«vant, and 
that which, at a more distant period, we 
shall reap from our indigenous culture, not 
unsuccessfully essayed, will suffice to sup- 
port, in a great measure, our manufactures ; 
but in the expectation that some of them 
piay experience privatious, we must hav^ 
recourse, as far as possible, to hemp and flax, 
ijn order to provide occupation for those ma* 
nufacturers who would 110 longer be em- 
plpyed with articles of cotton. It were de- 
i^lmble that we should circumscribe our con- 
^lumplion within the products of the mate- 
jrisds the growth of our soil, and restrain the 
unlu^y eHects of habits and taste contract* 
,ed manufactures, that would render us 

dependent ujx)n foreign countries. ^The 

juaterials for dying may become scarce — but 
many of them may be replaced by the pro* 
ductions of pur soji. We will dispense with 
the rest by a , slight sacrifice of some colours, 
which may please frt^m their apparent great- 
er beauty, without adding any thing Jio the 
intrinsic goodness of the article. Besides, 
,no small reliance is to be placed on the ge- 
;nius of our manufacturers ; it will triumph 
over tWe.dlfi$cu.ities.-— The channels, which 
in spite usurpations, will remain 

open to imp^l^fflh, may not suffice for the 
consumption of sugar and coffee I these ob- 
je<^8 of secondary utility may become scarce; 
But ^tbe great mass of the nation will npt suf** 
this temporary privation : habits of 
inaol^ctnce too widely indulged will be coun- 
temeted and restrained by the rVie in .the 
prfce.-^TT— And besides, is k to be supposed 
that the Great l>7ation will allow itself to bo 
intimidated by the pnvatjon of some futile, 
enjoyments f Her armies lave endured, 
\vithout a murmur, the most pinchia^ 
that great example will not have^ 



\ been^.heW put 
in view to 

the seas ; when we Kav'e' jui View td respUp 
and redeem coramerpe from the Vuio^ act? 

.of piracy that are juridteaKy exercised agaidst 
it ; wheq we have ip vie^ the vindication of 
the national honour, and the breaking down 
of those furcae capdinse which England is 
attempting to erect upon our coasts, tbie 
French people will support with the dignity 
and the courage that" belong to their great 
character, the momentary sacrifices that are 
imposed upon their taste, their habits, and 
their industry. The conimerep of Europe 
will soon, no doubt, be rescued from opjpres- • 
sion. The interest of nadons; the honour 
cf sovereigns ; the magnanimous resolutions 
of (he most powerful of the allies of Fmhce j' 
the pow'cr and wish of the hero wljqYules 
over us ; the justice of a cause to which.Hea- 
ven will grant its protection ; every mptiye 
concurs to decide the contest ; nor can its 
issue remain uncertain. Accept, gentlemen, 
the assurance ‘ of my sincere esteem.— 
CaETET. • 

PoHTUGAL. — additional Proclamation of thd 
Prince Regent, previous to his embarka^ 
iion, dated 26 Nov., 1 8p7, 

The governors whom I v^as pleased to* 
nominate by my royal decree of this present 
date, to govern these Jcingdoms during my 
absence, will have the usual oaths admi« 
nistered to them by the cardinal patriarch,'' 
and will attend with all solicitude, vigilance, 
and activity, in the administratioP of justipey 
distributing the same impartially, and main-, 
taining a rigorous observance of the laws of 
this kingdom. — ^I1icy will preserve to the 
natives all the privileges which haff beeif 
granted to them by me and my royal prede- 
cessors,-— I'hP plurality of votps will decide 
on the reports the respective li^iburfals may 
lay before them, regulating themselves ac- 
cording to the laws and customs of the kin y "« 
dom.*— They will direct literary professions,, 
offices of criminal and ciivjl judicature; and 
revenue, according to the forms? herejf^cifore 
practised by me. — ^They will protect tlio 
pjprsons and properties of my loyal subjects^ 
selecting for mifitary occupations Ih'pse 
may be deemed woriliy th«reof.-^11i(^ witf 
endeavour to ^preserve to their 
tranquillity of this kihgdom, to prp^de for 
the troops of the jBmperor of theT&td) ehd 
Kingirf It^Jy good .quarters?, jmppjjr 
them mth every thing they dtay i^uire, 
during their (stay in this kingdom, .averting 
allpnd eveiy imol^^b8i|p^y^ perpetrated# . 
and punishing with rigqur any that qaaypo*. 
cur } , o)|filh uwsqra the good . banaotiy 
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■\«rbicb ou|;ht to be displayed to the amtei est^UihpiMmt of a eorre^HUidence, tbi^' 

of nations with whom we find oilridves ineasure is incom^tlble'with ordMgf^V 

united on the continent.-— Should it by any ven to )>reak off comn^unicsttOD betw^‘' 

occurrence happen, that any of the said go- En^and and the coniineot^'We ought to 

vemnrs are absent, a plurality of votes will reject such an idea in a country like iPpn** 

electa successor. 1 trust to your •honour maik^ where laws ai;o passed not for 

and iTirtue, that my people will not sutler p]easantr}% and to be hi'oken. The kmg !§• 
inconveniences duiipg my absence; and not ignorant that measures demanded by the 

bliould It be God's will that I should return general welfare often injure the personal in-* 

shortly to my kingdoms, that I may meet terests of some of hts subjects; but lire tes* 

everyjane contented and satisfied, reigning timony of* his conscience consoles him, ha* 

among them that good order and tranquillity ving preserved as long as possible to bis peo- 

whicU should exist among subjects who have pic the benefits of peace, and having altered 

rendered themselves so worthy of mv pa- his conduct only at the period when the 

rerual care.— ——Palace of onr Lady of Ajuda, most revolting aggressiqn provoked the most 

onthe2()thof Nov., I8O7. (Signed)— vigorous resistance against a perfidious ene- 


Tun pRi.vcE. 

The following are the piliicipal members 
of the royal family of Portugal, wlio have 
embarked for the Binzils* — Maria Fuucisca 
Klizibetb, Queen of Portugal and Algarva, 
born December 17, 17'^^, maiiied her 
uncle, Don Pedro III. Ki;ig of Portugal, 
who died 25th May, ISoifj. — Juan Mam 
Joseph I^wis, Infant of PoitngM^ Prince 
Regent, born the 13Lh of M<iy, ]7t>7» and 
married Juneg, 178^- — Chailott 1 Joachinia, 
Infanta of Spain, and Piincessof Drazil.*— 
Maria Ann Francisca Josephina, sister of 
the Queen, born October 7> l/dG.— Marja 
Francisca Benedict! iia, sister of the Queeh, 
born July 24, 175(); married Joseph Fran- 
cis X;ivier, Prince of Brazil, who died the 
lOih September, J7Srt. 

Ihe following are the children of the 
Prince Regent: — Don Antonio, Prince of 
Bcira, born August 12, 1798. — Michael, 
Ac. born October 26', 1S02. — Maria Ihe- 
lew, born April 29^ 1 793 .—Isabella Ma- 
ri t Francisra, bom May 19, 1/97 — Maiia 
Francisca, born April 22, 1800. — Isabella 
Maria, forn July 4, 1801. 

Dbkma&K .— of the Prince Royal io 
Traders who wished to correspond 
with England. Dated 27th Nov,, I8O7, 
Copenhagen, 

1 mas| acquaint the trade, ^ that it is im- 
^ssible to modify the orders contained in 
publications of the 9th and 14th Sep- 
^ber.— The King, in confining himself to 
the seauestration of enemy's property, has 
done all that was in bis power to assist those 
of his snbjects whose fortunes might fall 
into the hands of the English— He^ has even 
exceeded what so perfidious an enemy me- 
rits— Besides, nothing ought to chill the 
irdoorpf a noble vengeance : anti the mer- 
'bants may at once, by arming privateers, 
repovgr their capital, ti%4 avenge the conn* 
^ and the king.— With i espect ,to the re- 


my. 

American States.— AT ort-iwrpor/fl/zoii Act, 
passed \\iith ApHt, 3806. — Together with 
a Supplementary Act, passed alout 10/A 
Dec. I8O7. 

Be it enacted by the senate and house 
of representatives of the United States of 
America, in congress assembled, that from 
and after the 15. of Nov. next it shall not 
be lawful to import into the United States, 
or the territories thereof, from any port or 
place situated in Great Britain or Ireland, 
or in any of the colonies or dependencies of 
G. Britain, any goods, wares, or merchan- 
dize, of the following descrimions, that is 
to say : — All articles of Which leather is the 
material of chief valiys.— All articles of 
which silk is the mateiial of chief valqe.— 
All articles of which hemp or flax is the 
material of chief value. — All articles of 
which tin or brass is the material of chief 
value, tin in sheets excepted.— WooReki 
cloths uhose invoice prices shall exceed fis« 
sterling per square yard.-— Window 
and all other manufactures of glass.— Silver 
and plated wares.— Paper of every descrip-* 
tion.— Nails and pikes.^Hats.'^^lothing 
ready made.— Millinery of all kinds? and 
pictures and prinK— Nor shall it belawfiil 
to import into the United States, m the 
I territories tliereof, from any or 

place whatever, any of the above-mention^ 
goods, wares, or merchandize, being tho 
* growth, produce, or manufiictureof O. Bri- 
tain ; or Ireland, or any of the colonies, 
or dependancies of Great Britain : pro- 
vided, however, that no articles wUch 
shall withiif 15 months after the pass** 
ing of this act be imported fiom any 
place beyond the Cape of Good Hope, oa 
board any vessel cleared out before the pass-* 
ing of this act from any port within the. 
United States or the territories thereof, for 
.the said Cape of Good or any place 
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bcyoDd Ihe ^X!c£», ‘^hall be subject to the 
prohibition aforesaid. — Sec. 2. And be it 
ibrlher enttOted, that whenever any arti- 
cle or articles^, the importation of which is 
profaibited by this act, shall after the said 
Nov. next, be imporlcd into the 
United States or the territories thereof, 
contrary to the true intent and nieaniiigof 
this act* or shall, after the said 1 jtii of Nov. 
next, be put on board any ship or vessel, 
boat, raft, or caniage, with intention of im- 
porting the same into the United States, or 
the territories thereof, all such articles, as 
well as all other articles on board the same 
ship or vessel, boat, ciaft, or caniage, be- 
longing to the owner of such prohibited 
articles, shall bo forfeited, and the owner 
thereof shall inoreo\cr forfeit and pay lieble 
the value of such articles — Sec 3. And be | 
it further enacted, that if any^ article or i 
articles, the importation of wlndi is prohi- j 
bited by this act, shall, after the said l.Otb of 
Nov. next, be put on board any ship or j 
vessel, boat, craft or carriage, widi inten- | 
tion to import the same into the United 
States, or the territories thereof, c*)utrary 
to the true intent and meaning of this act, 
and with the knowledge of the owner or 
master of such ship or vessel, boat, raft, or 
carriage, shall be forfeited, and the owner 
or master thereof shall moreovei each for- 
feit and pay treble the value of such articles 
—Sec. 4. And be it farther enacted, that if 
any article or articles* the importation of w liich 
is proliihilfed by this act and which shall 
neverthclc.ss be on board any ship or vessel, 
boat, raft, or carriage, aiiving after tiicsaid 
15th of Nov. next, in the United States, or 
the territories thereof, shall be omitted in the 
manifest, report, or entry of the master or 
the person having tjic charge or command 
of such ship or vessel, boat, raft, or carriage, 
or shall be omitted in the entry of the goods 
owned by the owner or consigned to the 
consignee of such articles, or shall be import- 
ed or lauded, or attempted to be imported 
or landed, without a'permit, the same penal- 
ties, iincS^madJiprieitures shall he incurred 
and may be recovered, as in the case of si- 
milar omission or omissions, landing impor- 
tations or attempting to land or import, ia 
relation to articles liable to duties on their 
importation into the United States. — Sec, 5. 
And be it further enacted, that every collec- 
tor, naval officer, surveyor, or dlher officer 
of the customs, shall have the like power 
and authority to seiee goods, wares, and 
merchandize imported contrary to the intent 


and meaning of this act, 'to keep the seme 
in custody until it shall have been ascertsiA* 
cd whether the same h^ve been forfeited or 
not, and to enter any ship or vessel, dwelling- 
house, store, building, or other place, for the 
purpose ‘of searching for and seizing -any 
such goods, wares, or merchandize, which 
he or they now have by law in relation to 
goods, wares, and merchandize subject to 
duty ; and if any person or persons shall 
conce.il or buy any goods, wares/ and 
merchandize, kno.ving them lo be liable 
to seizure by this .ict, such person or persons 
' shall on com iction thereof, forfeit and pay 
j a sum double the amount of \aluo of the 
I goods, wares ntiif mercliandize so concealed 
or pin chased. — Sec. 0 And be it further 
enacted, that th • following addition .shall 
be inseitedlo the o-itl. nr affirmation taken 
by the in.ist**rs* or persons n »ving the charge 
or comiiimd of any ship or vessel arriving 
at any poll of the r''nited States, or the 
territories thereof, after the said 15lh of 
Nov. next, yiz. I further swear (nr affirm) 
that there* is not to the best of my know- 
ledge or belief, on board [insert the denonii- 
iritiun and name of the vessel] any goods, 
wares, and titeichandize, the importation of 
which into the United Slates, or the territe- 
ries thereof, is prohibited by law : And I 
do further swear (or affiim)tiiat if I shall 
here liter discover or know of any such 
goods, wares, and mnc’handize on board 
the Slid vessel, or which shall have been im- 
ported in the same, f w 11 immediately and 
witliowt ilolay make due leport thereof to the 
colh'ctni ol the port of this district.” — See, 7^ 
And be it further enacted, that the follow- 
ing addition be inserted after the said 15lh 
of Nov. next, to the oath or afUrnaation 
taken by importers, consignees or agenttr 
at llie time of enteiing goods imported into 
the United States or the territories thereof, 
VIZ. “ I also swear (or affirm) that there ai^u.. 
not, lo the best of my knowledge and be- 
lief, amongst the said goods, wares, and^. 
merchandize, imported or consigned as 
aforesaid any goods, wares, or mbrehan- 
dizv, the importation of which into tb^ 
United States, or the territories 'thereof/^ 
is prohibited by law : And I do fury>er 
. sw^enr (or aiHrm) that if I shall here^tcr 
discover any such goods, wares or merchan- 
dize among the said good.s, wares 'and mer- 
chandize, J will .immediately and without 
delay report the same to the collector 
of this district.*’ 

(To be continued^ » 
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.. )f November, l837i Mr. Lyon stated in 
<.:aied, and the doors closed, bolted, and bai 
'I'he House having giatified his wishes, 

II tly transferred stock, possessed by his father 

lu:., 

SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Parhamentarv Pkocbedinos,— -I. 
KifKi’s speech. II. Ireland. 111. Places 

' in Reversion. Before we proceed to the 

giving of any account of what has passed in 
the parliament, it seems necessary to s.iy a 
few words relative to the state of ^ the two 
factions, who are eng.iged in a continual war 
against each other, the chief object of which 
war being the possession of (he places in the 
gift of the crown, and of the great emolu- 
ments, arising from that ppssession. Du- 

ring the recess, the father of Lord Hoviick 
having died, that lord became i peer, and, 
of course, could no longer remain in the 
House of Commons, where, after the death 
of Mr. Fox, he had been, what is called the 
" leader of the opposition." Another 
“ leader" was, therefore, to be selected, as 
some thought ; but, it would seem, that tlie 
post, like tliat of Earl Marshall of the King- 
dom. is now become hereditary j for, as it 
were of course, Mr. Ponsonby (a name little 
familiar to our ears), who is a brother-in- 
law of Lord Howick, his lordship having no 
nearer relation in parliament, takes upon 
him, as the newspapers tell us, to perform 
the functions, lately performed by his noble 
relation. It is he who now asks (jucstlons 
of " his Majesty’s ministers it is he who 
is now called “ the honourable gentleman 
opposite i” it is he who now nods yes, or 
shakes MO, while the ministers are speaking j 
it i» he, under whom arrange themselves, 
Jiving their votes as he gives his, numbers of 
men, whom, for reasons too evident to men- 
tion, I will not attempt to describe. ^I'his 

change of leader is not, however, any disad- 
vantage to the out-faction. It would, in.» 
deed, have been hard if lliey had experienced 
disacivantage from any change, considering 
who was their leader before. But, some- 
how or other, there does appear to be a sort^ 
of shame attacdied to this transfer from the 
late leader to the present one. There are 
some of those gW pliant souls, commonly 
called country gentlemen, who shrug up 
their shoulders at it. In fact, some, to my 
certain knowledge, do really doubt, whether 


the House of Rcprc-sentutives, That he wished the 
rred, as he had some highly important matters to com- 
hc obscrvcfl, that Mr. Erskine, the British Minister^ 
to a large amount in the American Funds, 
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subjection to George Rose be not just a* 
reasonable and as honourable as subjection 
to Mr. Ponsonby^ and, as to the people, 
they are no longer to be persuaded, tliat they 
have any, even the smallest interest in such 
matters. They care not, which faction i*? 
out: they have seen both in, and, as to 
places and pensions, they have seen no difSt 
ference in their conduct. I’he out.s may, 
therefore, bawl to the people to come and 
take part with them ; but. no aid will they 
ever receive from that quarter. Our an- 
swer to them always will be ; it was yon 
who made war for Hanover ^ it was you who 
told us that Hanover ought to be as dear to 
ns as Hampshire ; it wa.s you, who, in your 
tirst act, enabled lord Grenville to hold two 
offices, incompatible with each other; ir 
was you who made the Lord Cliitf Ju.stice :i 
member of the cabinet; it was yon wlio 
brought in a bill to augment the number of 
Hanoverian troops in this kingdom ; it wms 
you who proposed to subject our private 
cellars and brewhouses to the silrvey of ex- 
cisemen 5 it was you, who, after ten year's 
execration of the principle of the income 
tax, came, and, at a single stroke, almo.st 
doubled its amount, while, however, you 
took care wholly to exempt from the op'eia- 
tion of that tax, the property which, under 
whatever name, the king might have in the 
funds yes, it was you, who, more than any 
other set of politicians, owed your elevation 
to the good opinion of the people, and who. 
the moment you were safely seated in pow- 
er, set that opinion at nouglit. and seemed to 
glory in proving, that you Jin i irfWays in- 
tended to dupe the people, and that, in point 
of insincerity, you scorned to yield to any set 

i if courtiers that ever existed.— The ovl 
action had, dining the recess, gained no- 
thing at all in any W'ay, but they bad lost by 
events, giving rise lo questions, upon which 
they would* naturally be divided. The in 
faction had gained in the same proportion ; 
and, it was expected by every body,- that 
there would be many deserters from (he for- 
mer; ail exiiectatiou, which, in^ a few days, 
we shill see verified.— —The upoci 
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the Kinig’s speech was, as far as appears from 
the report of it, in the newspapers, as dull 
an one as was ever heard. 1 here was not a 
si iTgle argument made use of, which had not 
before, been, over and over again, in idc use 
of in the newspapers ; and, it is a little hard 
upon ii9*to be obliged to purchase now, in 
the form of parliamentary speeches, what 
we have before purchased, in the form of 
editorial paragraphs, llierc has beci no 
cjflfect whatever produceil upon the public 
mind by this debate. Men think now, jnst 
as tlxjy thought before. The question, with 
respect to Copenhagen, docs not turn at all 
upon the nature of any papers that can be 
produced. T-his is the sluipe In which it 
presents itselff Xapoleon hacl conquered the 
coiitinent ot Europe, and, after the peace of 
Tilsit, was it credible, that the fleet and arse- 
nals of Denmark would not have been made 
use of for the purpose of injuring England ? 

What will Napoleon do next,” was the 
question which men put to one another. The 
;insvver was . Why, he will bring out the 
** Russian and Danish fleets against us, to be 
sure/* Was not this the universal opi- 
nion ? As far as my observation went it 
was. I believe it was the opinion of the 
whole nation j and, if it was so, how were 
the ministers to act otherwise than in the 
manner in which they did act. they enter- 
taining this opinion, in common with others ? 

I, therefore, want no papers j I want no in- 
formation ; the exposure of no .secret intelli- 
gence } and fhe ministers have greatly weak- 
ened their cause by making their jusidica- 
tion rest, even in the smallest degree, upon 
any thing other than the notoriety of the 

circumstances, under which they acted. 

My lord Grenville is said to have dwelt 
much upon the necessity of showing the 
world, that parliament is not actuated by the 
vulgar design of fighting Buonaparttt with 

'' his own weapons j ’ that is, of giving up 
the unequal conflict, says he, “of justice 
against injustice, and betaking ourselves 
“ to injustice as well as he.” But, this is 
not fairly are not proposing to 

betake ourselves to “ injustice j” for, when 
our enemy has set all that has been called 
law at defiance; when, from whatever cause J 
proceeding, tlie neutral nation.s have been 
compelled to act in such a manner as to fa- 
vour bis cause as effectually as if engaged in 
open war upon his side, it is not irfjustice in 
ns to do all that lies in our power to prevent 
them from continuing so to act. If a gang 
of ruffians, having a design to rob your house 
and murder you, enter first into your stable 
chambers, and, under the infli en:e of ter- 
ror, prevail upon your grooms to show them 
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the way and to assist in the enterprise, jrou, 
in defence of your property and life> are 
fully justified in killing your grooms, though 
you may possess the certain knowledge^ 
that they act under the influence of fear. 

“ Yes,” say the out faction, “ but, we (lidi 
“ not, in this case, stop until the Danes be- 
gau to act.” No : nor did we kill the 
Danes, in the first instance. We saw, that 
they would be compelled to act against us ; 
we saw that they had not the power to resist 
the united commands of Russia Jand France, 
or rather, the commands of France conveyed 
through Russia, and, under those circum- 
stances, we doniandod a security, that those 
commands should not operate to our injury. 
We meditated no harm to Denmark. We 
proposed to do it uo harm. We only want- 
ed to be quite secuic against the great harm 
that it might do us; and, when people talk 
about the infamy of submitting to this de- 
mand of security, made by us, they seem to 
think, that there wcyild have been no infamy 
at all in submitting to tlie commands of 
France and rcU' Russia. It Is very well to 
talk about “ independent nations,” and the 
“ perfect equality” thcat exists beiweea 
tbem, thereon grounding the qnesticii, 

“ how should irc have rdisheid a proposi- 
“ tion, such as that wdiich was mailc by us 
“ to Denmaik ?” Rut, does not the history 
of the world prove, that this sort of ccjuality 
has no existence, except in the imagination ? 
•That little nations must he made instruments 
in the hands of great nations ; and that, du- 
ring the concussions of extended warfare, it 
is impossible for them to be independent ? 
The well-known w^eakness of Denmark 
would liave been an apology ft'r her yielding 
to our proposition; but, there is nothing 
that the mind of man could invent, that 
would be an apology for our yielding^ to a 
similar proposition, made by any power. It 
Is no disgrace for a boy of ten years of 
to give up, without resistance, to a man of 
thirty; but, there may bo gre*t disgrace in 
the man of thirty giving up, without resist- 
ance, to any man whatever. Taking, there- 
fore, ^11 the circumstances into view, I can- 
ndt help thinking, that the Prince Royal of.^ 
Denmark was actuated, in his rejection^ of 
our propositions, by motives very different 
indeed from those, which the enemies of the 
e|;pedilion have attributed to him; and that, 
in fact, all his invectives against us are to be 
ascribed to a desire of ingratiating himself 
with the Emperor Napoleon. He did not, 
probably, see with satisfaction the time •ap- 
proaching, when he should be compelled to 
aid in the destruction of England^; but, it is “ 
not less probable, that he might choose to 
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aid in that dflstrurlion, rather than to forego 
the advantages of coni inning in possession of 

his ileet and trade, ^I'liere is, however, a 

largei view, in which this question presents 
itself. If there be two great powers and 
many little powers, in any part world 3 
and, if one of the great powers, serting at 
nought all the riile^, by whi'di nations h.ivc 
hitherto sutfered their warlike onention*) to be 
circumscribed, compels all t'le little powers 
wtthin its reach to join it in its endeavours 
fo destroy itj rival, tin* otlier great power is 
fully justibed in resorting to similar means ; 
for, if this be denied, then, the powor 
which will set the rule at defiance, is sure. 
In the end, to conquer all 3 so that, the 
question, is, shall all be conquered by one 
of the great powers, or .shall this part of the 
world be divided between them ? I am for 
the latter. In this view of the matter, 
therefore, it signifies not w'hat was the 
disposition of Deniuurk, or what v/as the 
extent of her ability to injure us. The only 
question to be asked is this :^has the ex- 
pedition to Copenhagen put us in p state tlie 
better to defend ourselves ag«iinst tlutencDy^ 
who is, and long has been, engaged in the 
work of conquering all Europe ? There are 
persons, who will answer this (pie*>tiuii in 
the negative 3 and who talk about rotten 
hulks” and perishing stores ” 3 bvU, rotten 
as they are, they are as well liere as at 
Copenhagen, whence 1 tiiink no one will 
deny, that they would soon have been 
goUen out under the edeel of a French 
doi;ree. Jii short, llie expediilou against 
Copenhagen ii to be I’Sed b/ no seliled rules 


f purpose but that of producing, in a greater 
degree, the very effect which his JordShip 
apprehended from the petitions. I do not 
view the question of peace in the sam« 
light with his lordship. I do not .thklfc, 
that tiie increased number and strepgjh of 
our enemies adds at all to our danger ; 
becau‘ie it is strength which cannot Ym 
brought to operate against us. While we 
had run-away allies upon the continent, 
our ‘ '.ngcr wa^^, in my opinion, much 
greater than it now is ; and, be our danger 
what it may, to overcome it, or to be 
ccn(|uefed, is our only choice. This is the 
notion, which appears to me to be the 
most useful to inculcate at this. time. To 
talk about forms of treating 3 to amuse us 
wdth a display of terms from the dictionary 
of the portfolio, is not only useless but 
mischievous. It must, I think, be evident, 
tiut England has yet to maintain a long and 
arduous contest, before she cap have a 
chance of obtaining a secure peace 5 and, 
if that be the case, our only study ought 
to be, how we shall maintain that contest. 
This is the question, about which the 
enemy should see us disputing ; but, if he 
turn his eyes this way, he will see us 
engaged in nothing but little squabbles about 
who shall have the most of the money that 
is annually raised upon the public. There 
is a great talk, indeed, about a crisis 3 ’* 
we are told, that we are in the crisis of 
our fate 3 ” but, we have been told this 
any time those fifteen yeaTs last past ; 
therefore, it appears to me to be quite 
u.scless to talk about a cri.sis any longer — — - 


relating to jyi'acticts of nations: the With respect to Portugal, or, rather, the 
circumstaiK'CJj, umicr wlvcli 't was resolved Brazils, j/.ird Grenville was very right. 


on, were citircly wifl'..iut example; and | He said ho could not see any new opening 
our justTicauon rests solo‘7 upon tile sei.:arc j ihrtt the emigration ^vould make for our 


of the being necessary to our sat; ry. | commeicc. As to any conunciclal or 


ft is my opinion, tliat this and sisniLr 
^measures, or, at lear>t,. m a 

simil.ar spirit, were and aie necessary 
to our safety ; and, therefore, though I 
lament the bccessiiy. 1 approve of the 

measures. Upon the subject of peace. 

Lord Grenville is reported to have expressed 
his regret, that the ministers insisled unhn 
a Jjasis to be bid down by the proposed 
mediator 3 and that, he saw no oiqectioii 
to a mediator not being hini.self independent. 
His lordship disapproved of petitions tpr 
peace 3 but, could not help feeling anxiety 
at the number and sirenglh of our foes, 
expecially when he feared that America 
would soon be. added to them, lo the 
expressing of which anxiety I have only 
this oue objection, namely, that it was 
perfectly useless; and could answer no 


]>a^.tical advantages to tl)is country, .said 
j)-;, to be derived fiom tlie emigration t> 
the 1 cannot consent to delude 

my CO in try men by holding out such aa 
idea.” Tlie Morning Chroniele must have 
been somewhat disappoi.'V,‘!iL it lliis, after 
having so boldly asserted, tliat the Brazils 
w^ere able to supply our West-Iudia 
colonics with lumber and provisions.” 
I do not think, that there was much ne- 
cessity for his lordship's saying what he did 
say, upon this subject, for, I believe, tb© 
public have been, for some time, sa- 
tisfied, that no advantage whatever 
will arise to this kingdom from the emigra- 
tion in question; while, on the contrary, it 
vi'ill produce a heavy aud con.stant drain of 
men and money. — —The whole of the de- 
bate as w^as before observed^ very unin- 
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teresting, all the points having been so am* 
ply discussed beforehand, in the newspapers. 
There was one interesting circumstance, 
however, and that was, that Mr. Ponsoiiby, 
the ne^ ** leader of the opposition,*' was an- 
sweredi and most triumphantly too, by Mr. 
Milhef, a new orator, and a very young man. 
At this, if we may believe the rej)orters, Mr. 
vVhitbread took lire, a lire, however, more 
ardent than brilliant. Of the article, or pa- 
ragraph, or whatever else one may call the 
thing, which has been published under the 
title of his speech, we may, indeed, say as 
Lord Thurlow said of the pleading of the 
sessions lawyers, that it was like a tailor's 

g )ose, hot and heavy. An amendment to 

the address was proposed in tiieHouhc of 
Lords, and eight peers, amongst whom w'as 
Lord Erskine, entered a protest 3 but, no di- 
vision took place in either House 3 and, it 
is pretty certain, that, if a division had been 
called for, the ministers would have had a 
majority of three, if not of four, to one. The 
fact is, that the opposition, as it is called, has 
fallen into general disrepute as a political 
piiity. TI)e people have no contidence in 
it. They feel not at all interested hi any of 
its proceedings. There exists no hope or 
o\}.c(:i.uion from the efforts of an opposition 
now. Tliat party feeling, which used, some 
years ago, to extend itself through the peo- 
ples, was nearly extinguished in a few months 
after Mr. Fox came into office, and that part 
of it which remained ^luring his life, went 
out, like thosnulf of a candle, at his death. 
The party feeling that now' exists is confined 
to the mere retainers of those who are strug- 
gling for place, lu short, party ^ such as it 
used to be, is no more 5 the people are no 
longer its dupes. Speaking of them in ge- 
neral,, they see the matter in its true light. 
Two sets of men opposed to each other only 
while they are upon theboards of the IJou.se, 
the opposition being absolutely necessary to 
those great ends, which it would be waste of 
time for me to attempt to describe.— For 
these reasons, we shall, I think, have a very 
Uninteresting sess^ion of parliament. The 
Morning ChroSTCle w'ould fain have per- 
suaded iiS| that the public looked forward to 
the meeting with that anxiety, which is al- ' 
ways felt by men, who are waiting to know ** 
their fate. The public looked forward to it 
not at all. There was no public anxiety 
about it. The public well knew.ithat what 
the ministry had done, and what tb^y would 
do, the parliament would sanction 3 and, 
that, of cour.se, the same measures would be 
adopted, whether tb^ parliament met or not. i 
Wliere, thci), was there any reamh for anx- 
iety about the meeting of parliams^t?— — II. 
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Mr. Sheridan, on tbeltflli ioftant, gave no- 
tice, that, on Monday aen'night, he should 
make a motion for the appointment of a 
committee to inquire into the nature and 
** grounds of the existing grievances in Ire- 
land." . What it may be Mr. Sheridaifs 
intention to effect by this motion, 1 know 
not; but, I am satisfied, that , something 
ought to be done for Ireland. Yet, it is to 
deceive ourselves most grossly to suppose, 
that Ireland, that a country of miserable peo- 
ple, h to be quieted and made happy by an 
act of parliament, enabling about thirty or 
forty of the rich Roman Catholics to hold 
ofHce.s under the crown. Besides, with what 
face can the out faction bring forward this 
proposition now, when it is well known, 
that, in the hope of keeping their places, 
they withdrew it, during the short parlia- 
ment ? If it was proper tc be adopted, why 
withdraw it then ? And, if not proper to be 
adopted, why propo.se it now ? Why, if not 
purely for the purpose of embarrassing the 
ministers? I do not say, observe, that it 
ought not ,t6 be proposed, and adopted, 
though 1 have very little faith in its efficacy 3 
but, 1 do insist, that for the out faction to 
bring it, or any thing like it, forward now, 
when w'e know, that, at the mere suggestion 
of the king, they suppressed it, even after it 
came before parliament, when they them- 
selves were in power, would be a proceed^ 
ing as scandalously factious as any that ever 
was heard of. If they had remained in of- 
fice) if the king had not turned them out 3 
these mea.sure5 about Ireland would no more 
have been thought of by them, except as to 
the means of preventing them from being 
brought forward; they had been completely 
hushed by the royal command; but now 
they are working up and fomenting and in- 
ffaming, in every direction. The language 
of their principal publication, the Edinburgh 
Review, as it is still called, is that of a down- 
right incendiary 3 'it is addressed to the pas- 
sions of the most blind and violent of the 
Irish ; and, this is the conduct of men, who ** 
while in office, were ready, at the nod of 
the king, to postpone, for an indeffnite term, 
exen the first little thing that they bad pro- 
posed in favour of Ireland !— III. On the 
25th instant, Mr. BankOs moved for leave? to 
bring in a bill to prevent, in future^ the 
grant of Places in Reversion, or survivor- 
ship. This bill, it will be recollected, Jpass- 
ed the House of Commons last year, and was 
thrown out by the Lords. The motion was 
opposed by Mr. William Dundas, who de- 
nied, that reversions were, in general, grant- 
ed to unworthy persons, and who was an- . 
swer^ by Mr. Whi*tbre^, in{a short speech^ 
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worth the perusal of every man in the 
country. He said, ** it was but grateful in 
that right hon. gentleman, as he had been 
'' considerably indebted to reversions him- 
self, and if he (Mr. W.) was not mista- 
** ken, was now in expectancy of one ; the 
zeal of the right hon. gentleman against 
'' this mode of reform, might, therefore, be 
'' easily accounted for. The right hon. 
** gentleman, the Clinncellor of the Exche- 
quer, had been an infant when he got th-^ 
grant of a place in reversion, now held by 
his noble relative, lord Arden, who had 
obtained it in the same way; there weie 
many other instances in that house, and 
surely this called for legislative interfe- 
rence The post granted in reversion to 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was a 
most lucrative one, but yet required no 
other talent to fill it, than that of know- 
ing how to count (he money it produced 

so gratuitously. It is good to hear 

them talk thus of one rfiiothcr. The facts 
are pretty notorious ; but, still, ^heir repeat- 
ing of them is useful. Sir JoUn New- 

port stated, that a reform in the custom- 
house department of Ireland had long been 
wanted ; but, that it had not yet been effect- 
ed, and could not, because a reversionary 
grant of a place stood in the way*— —There 
was a Mr. Horner, who followed Sir John 
Newport, and who, after some preliminary 
matter, said that he thought this measure 
** the more valuable, because it was a mea- 
sure of reform, and that, perhaps, was the 
very reason of the honourable gentleman's 
opposition to it." 1 was much pleased to 
hear this from a good plain man, who evi- 
dently was not born to delude the world by 
his eloquence, and who, doubtless, recom- 
mended himself to his constituents by the 
known independence of his situation and 
character. It well became such a man to 
stand forward, upon an occasion like this, 
and gravely espouse those principles of 
** reform," which, in the w'ay of justifying 
their patrons of the late ministry, that 
knot of little shoe-less Scotch hirelings, 
the Edinburgh Reviewers, have held up 
to contempt and ridicule. How must 
it ^ock a man of such apparent sin- 
gle-heartedness, as Mr. Homer to find, up- 
on his arrival in London, that there are men, 
who absolutely sell the use of their pens and 
their fingers and their brains, and receive, 
as the price, such or such a sum of the pub- 
lic money, in such or such a shape, and 
Tvho have, all the while, the unconscionable 
impudence to call themselves patriots. How 
must it offend his plain good sense to bear, • 
4nt the late niioistry, whose fartizans cx- 1 
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tolled them lor the possession of great ta** 
lents, and some of whom did possess great 
talents ; to hear, that many of the m^^mbers 
of that ministry had, as to practical pur- 
po-'cs, no more power than their chahiber- 
maids, the real movers being a ui- 

terested advciUnrers, well skilled bi /' -.iit 
of disputation, industrious fioni 
and by nature flat ferers of ih'"' '.je-t is<’.w 
it mu-ii have disguslcvl such a I'd. 
frank man as Air. HorniM i*- ti) lo 
see a tlcughy, sodden faced, mi; lu iulc l 
** great mail" surrounded with a sw '.- ni >f 
these political parisites, leagued logeilui lo 
flatter him out of their food, and to 
at him behind his back. But, what muse 
most provoked such a man as Mr. 
ihjii w:‘s, to find, that these literaiy 
’ ,.{ .d’ hpgun to eat up the 

truits of uw p * ■: 1: 1 1 - . ; that they had, 

through the means ot theli sidy patrons, 
begun to creep into offices and sinecures, 
and that, in some cases, ii appeared impos** 
sibleto get them out, without totally d^ 
stroying the places into which they baa 
crept, and, with those places, to destroy no 
inconsiderable part of the building, which 
all mesi would wish to see remain untouched. 
Such a good, honest-hearted, simple-mind- 
ed man as Mr. Horner appears to be must 
have been so shocked at all this astomako. 
him almost repent of having, though only 
for a few months, quitted those paternal 
estates, which he, (loubtless, 4)oS5esses in 
some part of tlie country, where his ab- 
sence must be severely felt.— —With respect 
to the bill itself, I greatly approve of the 
principles of it, though 1 cannot see any 
great good that it would produce, uiilesa 
accompanied with a restriction as to the 
granting of new places and pensions for 
life ; for, we may be assured, that, if the 
reversfon source be cut off, larger drau^ts 
will be made upon that of pensions, 
sides, I am not quite satisfied, as to the 
motive of the late ministers, in proposing 
this measure ; and, to say the truth, I am 
of opinion, that, as far a»' they are con- 
cerned, the main object is, to prevent the 
present king from granting awaj' what 
^ught to fall into the hands of his 
successor; to which successor they now look 
as their only, though distant hope. This 
.circumstaiyce should be borne in mind, w^ea 
we are estimating the public spirit," at- 
tributed to the proposing of;, the measure hi 
question. 1 dislike the measure, too, be- 
cause it will deceive some people, by leading 
them to believe that reforms in the expendi- 
ture are hereby begun ; for, it must be evident 
to every on^, at all acquainted with the mat* 
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ter, that no such reforms are, by either party, 
intended, or wished for. 

American States.— —An act which 
shall bo inserted in the next sheet, has been 
passer-by the Congress, an einbarL^o 

upon ;iU American shipping:, in their own 
ports, with a view, asthey prv:te;Kl, of ma- 
king all the belligerent nations fed the ef- 
fects of the measures which those nations 
havef repeat! vely, adopted with respect to 
the American commerce. ** We can no 
longer sail the sea in safety,” say they, 
let us, therefore, shut up onr ports, lay 
up our ships, and thus punish the tyrants 
for their injustice towards us.** This 
language differs somewhat from what we 
heard about six weeks ago. Instead of in- 
vading Nova Scotia and Jamaica, the heroes 
of the Atlantic draw themselves into their 
shell, and wait with patience for the effect 
of the privations, which they fancy them- 
selves ia a state to inflict. The embargo, 
laid, during last war, lasted only about six 
weeks, at the end of which time the whole 
couptiy was nearly in a state of commotion. 
While it lasts now, there can be no revenue, 
except from the cargoes, on board of ships 
which have not yet arrived j and, I must 
b’eg the reader to bear in mind, that tlierc 
ate no internal taxes, no taxes e\c,cpt those 
collected at the custom-iionse upon 
goods j for, twenty tiiousand pounds a year, 
which is about the Sum collected from in- 
teuial resources, is, intact, nothiug at all. 
The Congress think, however, that tbi.s 
n^easure will have an effect upon u.s ; but, I 
am decidedly of opinion, tliateven our West 
India colon ie.s are able to hold out a year, 
and more, without any supplies from the 
American Siate.s ; and, I am (juite sure, 
that tliey cannot keepjr\ their ships for three 
months. 1 should suppo.se, that the pns.sing 
of this embargo law has, at or.cv, added 
a third, at least, to tiic price of all Euro- 
pean goods and all A zest India produce, and 
this, too, obscive, at a time when taxes, 
if raised at ail, must be Inld upon iiiternai 
objects. W hat ijjust he the coufcouence of 
a long continuation of this embargo any ono 
may easily guess. Yet, an embargo wa.s 
the only means of preventing the loss of all 
their shipping, unless, indeed, they had 
chosen to do what reJison and justice dic- 
tated, namely, to demanda rescinding of the 
French decrees, and, it refused, fo join iis 
m the war against France. This their rani- 
cour against us prevented them from doing; 
and* ot course, they adopted the measure 
of an embargo.^ — The.se modern Dutch 
have,^ at last, fallen a victim to their own 
g?-eedines 8 and envy. They took delight in 


seeing war desolate Europe; and they va'ml)? 
hoped to continue to profit from the miseries, 
of ail of her nations. It was owing lo them, 
tliat the wars in St. Domingo were so long 
and so bloody. I’liey carried provisions to 
both pnnieJ. They snpplieclboth with powder, 
ball, and all the means of mutual destruc- 
tion. While some of them hired their 
vessels, at an enormoLi.s price, to carry off 
the fugitive masters and mi.-jtrcs.'ies, others 
got possession of their plate and jewelk, 
llirough the mcan.s of a jewdike commerce 
with the revolted slaves. There was not a 
town or settlement destroyed, in the pillage 
of which they did not share. From Cape 
Franr;‘ois they carried off the ornaments of 
the magnificent church, wljich was there 
burnt to the ground; and, I remember 
seeing, at Wilmington, in the State of 
Delaware, the marble slabs, rjwt were taken 
up from before the altar piece. The vulgar 
wives of the unfeeling villains, who com- 
manded their ships« were seen swaggering 
about, in tlij years 17y2, 3, and 4, with 
the rings a^iyJ siuift-boxes and car-bobs and 
bracelets of the once- opulent inhabitants of 
the Cape, who not iinfrc'quenily recognized 
their valuables upon the pcrstuis of the new 
possessors. A whole ca^k'-'t wciS soymetimes 
obtiiiticd from the r.egrocs in exchange for 
a b^nrel ot fl.>ur. Men, not worth a dollarj, 
were, by mc\.iis liktt tlu ^e, suddenly elevated 
to groat wealth, and iujw fain no in- 
cousidcnible part of the great men of 
that virtuous icpublican r.uuiitry. This 
line ot conduct has, at last produced 
the eh’ccls which wo lunv see, and 1 am not 
at all disposed to lamejit their < xistence.— 

In tlie debate upon the King’s speech, the 

E.jrl (if (iallowd/ said : My Ix)rds, I 

wi'.h ii was possible to animadvert with 
“ sa idactioii upon the conduct of th(i LJni- 
ted Slates of America ; local knowledge, 
'' oblaiiiod by die at the early periods oi 
tlie French revolution, enables me tofonn 
a 'V^ery decided opinion w'ith respect to 
that country, and I am sorry to say, my 
Lord ‘ 5 , I cannot form d flattering one. X 
nio, however, happy to learn, by the te- 
^‘•nor ofrhe speech, that it is not the Inten- 
tion of his Majesty’s governnadnt to C 9 n- 
cede one point more to that illibpral and 
prejudiced peo])le. My Lord.s, we musc- 
make a stand somewhere ; and wher 0 
'' can we do it better than in defence of our 
seamen and our trade, which they un«- 
qui vocally demand. , If America prefers 
French alliance to British connection^ it is 
not in your Lordships’ povver to coiitroul 
her choice, nor can you prevent that war, ' 
which I do not \iisb to see take place, 
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^ vtrblcb^ if it does take place^ my Lord8> I perceive^ just published, in a pamphteC 
; am confident if pursu^ by us with judg- that worthy fellow-labourer, Mr» , J^As 
fncnt, and reference to the American cba- Perry of the Morning Chronicle. . 
racter tind situation, no man need fear. " monish” w'as, indeed, transferred idfe 
With respect to the affair of the Chesa- American hands 5 but, as 1 have befijre bb- 
.peak frigate, my Lords, as a naval officer, served, it jvould not, previous to the epfibar- 
J may be permitted to be a little preju- go, have been an easy matter to transmit it' 
diced, and to hold an opinion in some to England. Now, it will be impossible^, . 
small degree, differing, perhaps, from his until, at least, the embargo be removed, and 
Majesty’s government. It is not, how- then the monish will not be worth above ten 

ever, my intention to dispute the accura- shillirrs in the pound. This is a striking in- 

cy of the proclamation lately issued j nor stance of the imperfection of human fore-^ * 
the principle of respect which is due to sight, though possessed in the highest known 
national ships of war, as applicable to the degree. One would have thought, now, 
governments and nations of Eurape : but that this monish, lodged in a country, so dis-* 
as merited by America, if all the detail of tant from the seat of war, so free from all the 
that transaction was before your Lord- dangers of invasion and of public bankrupt- 
ships, I am* inclined to think you your- cy, and watched over, withal, by a relation 
selves would question. However, my so near and dear to the proprietor and Sd 
Lords, while the American navy is con- well situated for the obtaining of that intelli- 
fined to a few frigates, the compensation gence that would enable him to prevent the 
that has been made may not be of mate- effects of every untoward event 5 one wouW 
rial import ; how far may affect us here- have thought, that monish thus situated waa 
after, time only can shew.”— — ^lliese i beyond the reach of chance. But, alas t 
fltentiments are worthy of an fenglish naval | there arise, all of a sudden, et^ent after events 
(feicer. Lord Galloway knows the Arneri- j that render its situation as perilous as that til' 
cans, and, of any one who does know them, ! a purse, hnng out upon a tree by the bigh- 

I am never afraid of the opinion. The j way side. It is very singular, too, and 

embargo is not, perhaps, strictly speaking, | must naturally be somewhat provoking, 
an act of hostility j yet, when it is evident, j that while the fund-monish in America is “ 
that it has been determined on only as aflect- [ become of such depreciated value, the 
ing us, or only in consequence of measures 1 value of the funds, in England, not only 
by us adopted, we should have a right to ) holds its own, but is actually increasing, 
con.sidcr it as an act of hostility. That, j The pension, however, of lour thousand 
however, w-ould not be wise. I’he embargo good pounds a year, which the*noble Baron 

will not, for a longtime, do us any harm; Erskine is to receive for life, out of the 

and, in the meanwhile, France, Spain, and taxes in, England, the Americans cannot, 
their colonies, not forgetting Portugal under touch. That, and also the pension for life,' 
its new masters, will .suffer most severely, which the Baron’s worthy son will, doubt- 

The quantity of American produce, carried Jess, receive out of the taxes, when he 

into Spain and Portugal, was immense ; Pro- comes home, are safe jn spite of all embar- 
visions of all .sorts, the want of which will goes. Mr. Lyon cannot lay his merciless 
produce terrible effects. Nor will the want fingeus* upon them. They, as Mr. Fox said, 

(if coffee and sugar be lightly felt, in France, are as sacred as house and land. It is*’ 

\V“o all know how considerable a part of the rather singular, that Mr. Perry of the 

comforts of the people consist in the use of Morning Chronicle, who has said so much 

these commodities. IVe have thorn still, in about American affairs, should never hav^ 
the usual abundance, and, in one way or said a word, even by way of parenthesis, 

. other, we prevent the rest of Europe from about Baron Erskine's monish, llie tetters, 
haying them. This is real dominion of the of A. B. which I am positively assured vrete 
sea. If this state of things continue for a written by a nobleman, or, at least, by a p^i*- 
year .or two, which it may without any in- son having a title, suggested numerous evils^, 
jury to US', the merchant ships of all other that muse arise from a war with America ^ 
nations will be rotten, and the whole world but that of a stoppage of fund-moni^ 
will acknowledge, that we have a maritim*e appears nfiver to have occurred to liinij. Dot 
dominion in reality as well as in name.— he forget it ? Hardly. But, he thought per- 
In one respect, however, the embargo, in haps, i hat it was someth ing beneath his con- 
Amerlca, will, in all human probability, be sideration. The maniac,'* however, did not 

productive of serious consequences : I mean omjt to mention it: There is, at present, 

•with respect to the.'*^ monish” of our late little more to be said about the Ai^^^^cans* 
^rd High Chancellor, whose protest is, I | Like a snail, they have drawn ttiemselvea 
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u'itblarlbelr $Ml | and, aa it will not be 
wostb dtflr MPhile to attempt to qru»b them, 
th^ wi}l poi^ o^i tjbeir heads ^in, by and 
bjA. and will .have lost all the arrogance that 
they ibraierly discovered. Their intention 
may, ^hpweyer, be to get in all their ships, 
and then to seodi out privateers. We must, 
tbereforls, be upon our guard. It >^ill not 
he amiss to give our commander, upon the 
^Halifax stiUion, orders to place a ship, of 
some sort, near tlie mouth of each of their 
principal rivers, with an order strictly to 
^arch eveiy siiip that is bound inwards, iud 
to proclaim, ibat, if any 6ne chooses to go 
out, boupd to any part of the English do- 
minions, she Iball have free and safe pab- 
fagc. ]But, great care should be taken not 
to let any ship go off for the dominions of 
the ejieipy.— This is all, which, at pre- 
sent, it IS necessary for us to do, except, 
perhapsj the issuing of a declaration, on the 
part of the king, offering the Americans ad- 
vantageous terms of trade with us, during 
t|ie war, provided they will have nothing to 
do with our enemies. The present ap- 

S sars to be an excellent time tor crushing 
e French faction in America. The election, 
which will come on soon, \n consequence 
of Mr. Jefferson’s notification of not stand- 
ing another contest, will divide the people, 
upon the question of war, or no war 
and, if the no war” party prevail, the 
French fketion is put down for many years 
to come. ^ 

IkdiaHemp.— It is stated, in the news- 
papers, that the ministers have entered into 
a contract with the East India Company 
to supply our dock-yards with hemp- I'his 
contract it is morally impossible fur them 
to ^161 ; but, I greatly fear, that it will be 
made the ground of a terrible demand upon 
the taxes of England. * The affairs of that 
company are in a state that can no^ lon- 
ger be disguised, lliey must come again 
to parliament for money. The uqrea- 
sonablenes, the injustice of this, will 
be evident to every man ; but, the hemp 
aigumeht will be made all-poweiful. We 
shall be told, that we cannot have hemp 
witl^out supporting the Company ^ and, 
tha^ without hemp, our navy cannot be 
aupported. The hemp ought to be growp 
here, jo England, where we have pJeniy of 
lapd and plenty of hands. To be dependent 
upon |naia would be worse than to be 
d p indent upon Russia. Ip short, this 
hemp contract, if the fepqrt'be true, will 
piove a most aiming evil, 

' 'f oRTpGuksB E^ioRATioN.-^AIready, we 
are told, that a huDcl|’ed thousand pounds, 
opt pf the tscKc; of England, has llhen 
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sent off, in specie, to the Braails, to osaiilt 
her most faithful majesty. This is only S 
little beginning. We shall have to pay. 
half a million a year for this emigration, 
in one way or another. It will be a con^ 
tinual drain upon us. Audi thi>> after aU, 
is the result of that glorious event,” wbi^ 
was to produce so much good to England ! 
When will this commercial and colonising 
rage cease to beggar and enslave us ? 
Never, till the political corruptions, which 
are found to be so conveniently carried on 
through the medium of commercial and 
colonial associations, are, by a radical 
change, banished from the state, '^^'ben 
that may be, 1 know not. I lament to say, 
that I do not, at present, perceive the 
elements of such a change ; and I musS 
content myself with the hope, that, some 
how or other, they will arise out of the 
present disordered state of things. 

Bank of England Patriotism — An 
odd association of words, the reader syiil 
say ; but, he will have seen, in the news- 
papers, a Idng statement respecting the 
generous intention of the Bank ** to come,” 
as it is called, to the assistance of the 
** countiy.” It was my intention to base 
made some remarks upon the real nature of 
this generous intention ; in the letter, 
however, which will be found below, this 
task has been executed in a manner much 
better than I could hope to have executed it. 
I, therefore, point out this letter, as being 
well woi thy of the attention pf the public, 
who ought to keep .a watchful eye upon all 
the transactions between the ministry and 
the Bank, tiansactious in which thp dis- 
position of millions of money is jnsolved. 
It is curious enough, that both the parties 
the fif5 and the outs^ claim the honour of 
this proposed saving ” to the public. 
The reader lyill ^ee what sort of a saving it 
IS i and, I wpuld fain hope, that there 
w'ill be found some few members of par- 
liament, V^o will have the courage to speak 
of the transaction in anpropriate terms, 
Wtiisiminster, January, ISpg. 

t rank of ei^g|.and patriotism. 

Sir — As Voii have not hitherto noti- 

p ced the second Report from t|ie committ^ 
on Public Expenditure relating to t^e Bank 
of England,* I beg leavp to ijeod you a few 
obbervatiqns qn thp fiict^ discl^d ip that 
papp'r, piflSpult as it js tp follouf any branch 
of the public accounts pf <^is country 
through the epdiess pfasy of Ihtpn^ iptri* 
cacy and expanded confusion, in which 
tb^ are Involved, it {s still ipoidtp dj^cult ad 
tq nianagq ^eip in argui^t^ 
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Bti9 hiOfe of Ibdr flarrMiw tfaeattetitloa ef 
tke pi^k I aor ammld 1 bave mada tbe 
•tlempt in this instance, but . from « thoi- 
rough conviction, that the Bank of £ng«- 
land is not entitled to the character of |m« 
triqtism, which is so often vaunted on its 
behalf ; and, that any man who will lend 
his assistance to extort from it even a few 
additional thousands, will, in the present 
state of the country, be rendering a real ser« 
vice to the people.— In commenting, how- 
ever, on the re^rt, it will be impossible to 
pass over the conduct of the House of Com- 
mons^ If, on tbe one hand, it should clearly 
appear, that the Bank has been uniformly 
actuated by a sordid love of growing profit, 
it will be not less manifest on the other, 
that, although those profits have been con- 
tinually pressed on the attention of the 
House of Commons, they have as constant- 
ly been passed over with a degree of neglect, 
that, in private life, would approach to cri- 
minality. — ^You will re^llect. Sir, that in 
tlieyear 1602, Mr. H. Thornton, who two 
years before, as Governor of tltq Bank, had 
suggested and negotiated with Mr. Pitt the 
renewal of the Bank charter, published a 
work on paper credit, in which there are 
the following passages, p. 6S. The pro- 
prietors of the Bank themselves are not 
likely to approve of any dangerous exten- 
sion of their own paper ; both they and 
the directors know the importance of 
confining the Bank paper, generally 
speaking, within its accustomed limits, 
and must necessarily be supposed to pre- 
fer its credit, and the paper credit of the 
nation, to the comparatively trifling con- 
sideration of a small increase in their 
own dividends;*’ and agaiu, p. 146. 
There can be no doubt that the credit of 
the Bank of England has been at all pe- 
riods most anxiously consulted by its di- 
rectors, and that present profit has uni- 
formly been only the second considera- 
tion.*’ I cite these two passages merely 
to prove for the present, how repeatedly a 
patriotic liberality of sentiment has been 
urged on the part of tbe Bank in this parti- 
cu&r ; and, 1 now beg your attention while 
I proceed to the more important point of I 
esfimating their profits.*— The various sour- ^ 
ofn. ironi which they are stated to arise are 
takte fimfk the report itself, except #nly 
the aqd eighth itemi, which are sup- 
plied probable copiecture ; but, tbe 
Xfq^Hers tbeanselves, with a caution, which 
^iccasipna usually characterises their 
pVDjilactioiia, hove not stated tbe total pro- 
mbh j^soss amount; qccordiog tqn^y calcid^* 

""1/ It if qs. follow?: 


[Ift 

1 * Fum thoinlerest on their ea«^ ' ^ ^ 

lent to government, ' 
4ffii,686,000at3per cent 

2. jPlom the management of tbe 

public debt on the 5th Janu- 
ary, 1807 265,81# 

3. From the allowance for tbe ** * 

Austrian loan 5,68/ 

4. From the annual allowance 

for the bouse 4,000 

5. From the allowance on the S, 

Sea purchase 1,898 

6* From the allowance on loans . 
and lotteries averaged during 
the last 15 years, at per ann, 20,000 

7. From the interest on their 

undivided capital stated in 

1797 at £^3,800,000, at 5 ,, ^ 

per cent 190,000 

8. From the interest on the float- 

ing cash balances of the 
merchants, taken .at 
^1,000,000, at 5 per cent 50,000 

9. From the interest on govern- 

ment average balances, sta- 
ted by the report at 
sSl 1 ,000,000, at 5 per cent 550,000 

10. From the interest on their 

notes in circulation on the 
1st February, I8O7, 
0^16,621,390, at 5 per cent 83 1,069 

Making a total gross profit of, sS2,i6g,or}2 

Before we dismiss these items, however, 
it w'ill be necessary to make a few remarks 
on them. The first five articles can admit 
of no dispute. The sixth, namely, the 
profits on Joans and lotteries, will only em- ' 
brace a diti'erence of two or three thou* 
sands per annum, and tlierefore is not 
disputing. The .seventh, of undivided capi- 
tal, is obviously similar in all respects, so far 
as regards the question of profit to a deposit, 
as it can make no difference, so as the capi- 
tal is there, whether it be advanced by tlie 
government, by the merchants, or by the 
Bank itself. The eighth and ninth items of 
balances are properly called deposits, and are 
so admitted to be, and the tenth I fear, of, 
the notes themselves, it will hereafter ajp- 
pear, is not less a deposit account than the 
other three. — But, it should not be suppres- 
sed, that although the report considers the 
balanceMnd the notes as both productive 
of profit, the* Bank itself does not admit 
that the balances are any further productive 
tlianas they tend to augment the aiquunt of 
notes in circulation. Ibe reporters, there- 
for^ labour this point, and though it is still 
IqyQ^yed ip sqme little ob$cur^y^ becfiuse 
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it embraces a knowledge of the manner in 
which the bustneas of the Bank la conduct* 
ed, and over which the directors have al* 
ways studiously thrown a veil, yet sufficient 
is shewn to prove, that the balances most 
9iatefts)ly increase the profits j and it is cer- 
tainly jpossible to shew, what is highly pro- 
bable in itself, that they may increase them 
to the full extent of their amount. — ^What, 
fbr instance, should prevent the Bank from 
bolding one set of securities, of a nature 
periijanentand not negotiable, for the amour.t 
of their undivided capital and the average 
amount of the balance.s in their hands, and 
anotjLer set of a more current nature, for 
Jibe amount of their notes in circulation? — 
Mr. Thornton expressly states, th:it there is 
a fallacy in the use of tlie term deposit, un- 
der which head the balances are classeil, and 
that it is equally applicable to the amount of 
the notes in ciiculation, v^'hich he accor- 
dingly calls disposcable effects : and why 
ahould ft not be al.so applicable to the undi- 
vided capital ? Or, why should not one de- 
posit pay an interest as well as another ? — 
Deducting the amount of bullion, consist- 
ing probably of a few prize kegs of Spanish 
dollars, and a little gold for the service of 
government, what should prevent the 
Bank from making an interest of capi- 
til, balances, and notes, in .short, of 
all the securities of all kinds which 
they can accumulate, except their own dis- 
cretion? — Is it that the, government, or the 
merchants, are so rich tiiat the Bank can 
never find a borrower when thc 7 want nne, 
or that the market is so bare of exchequer 
bills, that they can never find a seller, if rtf- 
^mred?— And w'hat possible necessity can 
ever now exist for government paying up 
their advance ? — Even in the year 1797, the 
amount on which the' Bank gained an in- 
terest, exet^eded the amount of their potes 
in circulation by three fourths. It exceed- 
ed, too, the joint amount of notes, and the 
deposit account or balances ; and, if ever 
then, (when they were liable to pay in cash) 
the amount of the ih!varice.s, on whfch they 
received an interest fiom government alone, 
exceeded the amount of their notes in circu- 
lation by one fourth, what probable limit 
may be affixed to those advances now, when 
they are witliheld by the fear of no conse- 
quences, but what are of a remote opera- 
tion, and in case of unlocked for* events, 
are morally sure of a ministerial indemnity, 
•M-Tbe only difficulty in the case seems to 
consist in conceiving how any banker can 
gain nn interest on the security deposited 
aud the note circulated nt the .same time, as 
the security is the medium^ through which 
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the interest is gained ; but if the reporters 
had foimd it convenient to state the pmount 
of the securities, held by the Bank, on 
which they gain an interest, it would easily 
have appeared, that the amount of those 
securities infinitely exceeded the amount of 
the notes in circulation, and were no measure 
whatever of those notes, and it is even very 
possible to put a ca.se to shew how the Bank 
may be gaining a double profit on the same 
sum at the same time. — Suppose, for iif- 
stance, that the cash balances, accumulat- 
ing and lying ill the exchequer from day to 
day, were actually appropriated to the pay- 
ment of the dividends a.s they came in, that 
is to ssy, that no notes should be, in any 
manner, reissued in lieu of those cancelled 
by ihecash balaiiccj;, except in payment of 
the dwidciuls^ now, as ‘he note.s in circu- 
lation would evidently decrease in the saine 
proport'ion in which the cash balances in- 
crea.seil, one could scarcely con.sicier those cash 
balances as yielding a profit to the Bank; 
but if those cash balances, a.s they accrued 
from day to, Way, should be (as they are) 
exchanged for exchequer bills bearing au 
intere.st, and at the .same time should fur- 
nish (as they might) the means of making 
the usual advances on omnium bearing an 
interest also, which advances would, 1 pre- 
sume, be only drawn by government from 
day to day as tliey were wanted, it is clear 
that those cash balances, merely by means 
of an interior arrangement, might furnish 
the Bank with the means of accommodating 
two sets of customers with Ihc same sum at 
tjie same time, from both of whom they 
might be receiving an interest, and that too, 
without necessarily increa.siug the amount 
of notes in circulation, ns the advances on 
omnium might not be immediately drawn, 
and of course without diminishing ^their 
power of making advances in other respects, 
—But, Sir, if the evidence of the report; 
should fail to shew that the gross profits of 
this establishment very much exceed two 
millions per annum, although it was stated 
by Mr. Pitt on the renewal of the charter 
ill that they would not probably ex- 

ceed ^‘‘dOO.OOO per annum, yet it certainly 
does not fail to shew the enormous amount 
of those profits. ** For some sqecbssiye 
years,'’ says the report, an aDiiaal^qd 
temporary bonus of 5 per cent fc^tl 
** ddded to the accustomed dividend Of 
percent;” that is to say, for some sUe»< 
cessive years the Bank proprietors have 
receiving J 2 per cent interest for their mcN-^ 
ney. But why did not the report tcU us^or? 
how many successive years ? How long'? 
v/as it 4ftcr the renewal of their charter 
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Mr. Pit^ m IBQQ, tfaat they.bq^ to divide 
these bonuses ? HowJong wtis it after Mr. 
Thornton, the governor, who suggested 
and negociated that renewal, had j[)ublisbed 
his work, on paper credit, dated in 1802^^ 
from which, I must trouble.3'ou with another 
extract; p !5i. After stating that the ne- 
cessary profit of a bank must be at least six 
per cent, and gently sliding the argument 
into a supposiiion that the Bank might have 
gdtncd seven, or eight, or nine, per cent, 
he proceeds thus : “ If the whole profits of 
the Bank had been lately restricted to se- 
ven per cent, they v/oi-ild have been li 
mitcJ to that sum which the Bank pro- 
]>rielori had been for some time in the 
habit of receiving. — I'hey would have 
been confined to a sum which 'would not 
easily have admitted of accumulation. 
By obrauiing a higher profit the directors 
have 'jecure'l to the proprietors the con- 
tinM4Ui(>n‘ of ilie same regular dividends, 
and have preventc;ji that uncertainty 
which would have encoura^d gamb‘mg 
in bank stock I’hey liave jUKo made. in 
the course of years, an important addi- 
tion to their capital, an addition which 
has caused it to maintain nearly an uni- 
'' f^)rm proportion to the growing extent of 
the transactions of the Bank, and to the 
advancing commerce of the country, an 
addition also by the help of which they 
** have lately lent to government three mil* 
lions w'ithout interest, for a short term of 
years, as the price of the renewal of their 
charter. They have thus strengthened 
that security which the creditors of the 
Bank pojisess, so far as additional capital 
can strengthen it, and they will bo able 
hereafter, if it shall seem necessary, to 
invest in gold, in addition to what they 
coold otherwMse have invested, a much 
larger sum than they could with any pro- 
priety, have so invested in time past.’* 
Among all these good reasons for making a 
higher profit than seven per cent, not a word, 
not a ifint is dropped about the prospect of 
any bonuses, or a future increase of divi- 
dends ; but the Bank, it seems, have taken 
sufficient care not to add to their ability of 
investing in gold, (when it shall seem neces-^ 
sary, forsooth) by dividing their profits in 
dse time. And will Mr. Thornton .say that 
that dividend furnishes no moral impedU 
(nent'^to such an investment ? Again, Sir, 
why did not the report notice the amount of 
the undivided capital as well as the bonuses ? 
iPaidiament would then have better known 
tUe amount of their profits. I do not re- 
member that V Mr. Thornton’s book ever 
epiate of tbut capital as greater th^n It , 


was five year# before, ylz : tc ym 
1797, jivhen it was stated at jfi^,60Q,00^ 
although Mr. Thornton so early as 
year 1800, saw the propriety of getting' « 
renewal of the charter, 12 years being tl^ 
unexpired. Why, too, did not the mpoi^ 
notice the commutation of the BankVitfaf 
government in liew of stamps, taken J* be- 
lieve at j^30,000 per annum, when I have 
been credibly informed by a gentleman con- 
cerneil ut only two out of the 518 Countiy 
Banks 100 now existing in the country, that 
his two concerns alone paid not less than 1500 
per annum for that purpose, a Sum equal 
a twentieth part of llie Bank payment.-^ 
But. it is not the interest alone of the Ban)c 
stock, which should fasten on our attention* 
—•That, we are told, is a trifling considcra-J 
tion : let us then look to the principal. — fn 
the month of June 1797, only ten years ago, 
the stock of the bank was at 115-§ and now 
the report slates it at 230, a rise in ten years 
of one Iiundred per cent.— •And what greater 
risque I should be glad to ask, does the pro- 
prietor of Bank stock run than the proprie- 
tor of the three per cents ? Why should 
the one receive a full dividend of ten percent* 
with the prospect of additional bonuset 
on what was worth only 115-J in the year 
1797, whi\e the other only receives 2, 14«. 
on what was then worth 4f)§. What establish- 
ment in England besides the Bank has for 
several snesessive years, divided by half 
yearly payments, a .profit of 13 per cent, 
and at the same time doubIed*the value of 
its capital ? But the Bankof England, Mr.' 
Thornton tells us, is quite independent of 
the executive government, and so are the 
directors too, I dare swear, all independent; 
— He tells us, too, when speaking of the 
trifling consideration of the dividends (but 
it is in a note), that a large proportion of the 
Bank proprietors do not hold morethan.£lOOQ 
stock.— He forgets however to tell us how 
much in genei al the directors hold.— When 
there are accrued bonuses of five per cent 
for several successive years, one would think ^ 
that there must be some secrets in the direc- 
tion worth knowing, notwithstanding the 
dividends are such a trifling consideration. 
Would it be very uncharitable to suppose^,, 
that if any one of that direction were id the 
constant habit of proffering a set of laboured 
reasons for his uniform support of all ministm 
of all parties, that such adirector’s lineof Bank 
stock might furnish one of those mighty good 
reasons ? Could not Mr. Thomtoit nave 
d*ssipated the surprize expressed by his old 
friend Mr. Tierney in the debates on the 
renewal of the charter ** that it was strange 
that though the salary of a director wat only 
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iso the office wai asfured to by tbc richest 
iDeo in the kingdom^ and more eagerly 
sought after than any one in the gift ef the 
crown j** but Mr. I’horuton, I Ijelieve, was 
'absent from that debate ?^Did the good 
old lB8y*8 dear departed Ciclsbeo, the late 
Mr. Al^abam Neivland^too , hold on]y«£lOOO 
Bank stock ? The curiosity of the town has 
been lately gratitied with the particulars of 
that gentleman'ti will^ by which it seems that 
tbp* a mere groom of the chamber all his life 
timpi he has left property behind him to the 
amount of ei*7000 per annum : but he, too, 1 
presume had a full share of the old lad^s 
« bonuses.— Again Sir, Dr. Smith has long 

3 (0 told us, that the stability of the Bank of 
Inland is equal to that of the English 
government ; and who is there that doubts 
It ? Without any question, the natural du- 
rability of the present paper system will go 
nigh fo render them both eternal.— But 
then again I ask, why should the Bank pro- 
prietor who has the same security as the 
proprietor of the 3 per cents, have any pre- 
ference over him since the year 1797.— Why 
should the Bank have an annual premium of 
three per cent paid to them never to pay 
in gold an^ more ? Why should they reap 
the beueiit of their own avarice and miscon- 
duct at the expence of every other class of the 
public creditors. — Why should they get their 
Income Tax paid, by profits arising out of the 
balance which they hold by stopping the 
income tax of the othe^, public creditors r 
The Bank f are sure, will not contend that the 
pi ice of their stock has been increased by the 
depreciation of their paper, because although 
tbcie might be some truth in the argument, it 
would not be very convenient when applied to 
the holders of the other stocks, who having 
suffered full sorely fiom the effects of that 
depreciation in other respects, are neverthe- 
less stripped of a tenth of its depreciated 
value.— But, Sir, the Bank have never missed 
an opportunity of increasing or confirming 
their growing profits. To prove this, it 
will be only necessary to take a short review 
of the opinions of parliament as expressed in 
their own reports.— By the report of the 
cojnomittee of finance in I797» it appears 
that MO early as the year ijHi the sum of 
sSSOO per million was choaep upon the 
express ground of being a reasonable com- 
Mnsation for tJie charges of management.— 
within seventeen ycarsi afterwards hewever, 

' Che Bank bad managed to raise it to £S62 : 
lOspermiUion, at which sum it continued 
till the year 17^.— In that year it was re* 
duced : to JL4S0 per million, although the 
contmissiooersof public accounts then stated 
Iff on ^uU 


lion was very adfficient ooOM^saiiM; and 
although it bad been previoosfy statedly the 
auditorsof public accounts, that the business 
might be done for .£187 10s. per million.— 
So early then inMr. Pitt*s career as the year 
178^'» it Appears that he had not public 
viriue enough left to cany the report of his 
own commissioners into effect That even 
then he hud begun to feed and flatter the 
avarice of the Bank of England. — And was 
the sequel of his career less prodigal ? In 
the year 1791, only five years after the re- 
port of 1780 had deemed the allowance for 
management excessive, the Bank would not 
even part with a balance of unclaimed divi- 
dends without having that allowance con- 
firmed on the existing debt, and, according- 
ly, the same act of parliament which 
granted the unclaimed dividends confirmed 
the excehbive rate.— By this well-timed 
largess in a season of approaching difficulty, 
and at the same time by omitting to make 
any stipulation for,the rate of allowance on 
any future d|bt, Mr. Pitt well knew that he 
was not only rewarding the Bank for their 
past support, but that he was also gaining 
a security for their good behaviour in the 
expectation of a similar rate of excessive 
allowance for the future, and accordin{;ly 
the rate of 450 per million passed unnoti- 
ced till the year 1797.— In that year the 
memorable stoppage, the natural death of 
the Bank, took place, and Mr. Pitfs com- 
mittee of finance again expressed a strong 
opinion that ^^360 per million was a suffi- 
cient compensation for the management of 
the public debt j but again Mr. Fitt and Par- 
liament in his wake passed over with neglect 
the suggestion of their own committee. 
—So the matter rested till the year 
1800, when Mr. Thornton, probably see« 
ing the growing profits of the bank, .with 
the provident caution of an experienced cap- 
tain, set about securing the mouth of the cave • 
before he would proceed to a division of the 
plunder. He, therefore, on the part of the 
bank came to an agreement with the minister 
for a further renewal of the charter for 21 
years, the bank consenting as a consideratioii 
for (he extended charter to furnish govem- 
pient with a loan of 3,000,000, for six yeaij^ 
without interest} but, at the same time Ut- 
kingcare to exact a promise, that tbepibb'c 
balances should not be withdrawn anthout 
coro^sation. The result of thiaegreenieDt 
therefore, was, that as even at that tiipe the 
average amount of the balances was fldljF 
equal to the amount of the loan, the bank^ 
in fact, obtained an ext^sion of their charfov 
for 21 years for nothing, and in iddMioil 
tl^tQ got the allowance ^ 
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b]rj»arliaaO!eiiit|. br; duci». may U i>lace them on an eq^bfMf;, 

in aifence ; and ta allenco k has remained footing with the other creditors of %# 
till the publication of the present report, for public. But, I confess, Sir, that nqtwtihv 
I pass over the paltry sop of .£60,000 |)er standing the indication of an approaching 
annum thrown to the public in 1806. Of storm iiiThreadneedlc Street, which tKe^Re^^ 


that report, however, by i'ar the most cu* 
rious part is the studied apology which it 
contains for the conduct of Mr. Pitt at tlie 
time of the renewal.— “ The circumstance of 
the bank** (says the report) gaining a 
** profit by the management of the public 
** debt, appears to have been in some degree 
adverted to, but the propriety of the ntte 
of allowance then subsisting did not come 
** particularly under consideration. The 
** documents necessary to form a correct 
opinion upon the complicated concerns of 
this extensive business, were probably not 
fully before either of the two parties at 
the time of this agreement, as it is ob- 
vious that they cannot be collected with- 
'' out considerable and detailed investiga- 
tion, nor digested wftbout industry and 
attention, and the pressure of other duties 
may well account for a want oV lei.siire for 
** so laborious a research at the period of 
** the renewal of the charter.** What a 
miserable subterfuge! The documents bad 
been, or ought to have been already three 
times before parliament during his own ad* 
ministration. Once in 1786, again in 1791 » 
and again in 1797< was but carrying the 
report of his own commissioners made four#* 
teen years before, and with fourteen years of 
increased debt to strengthen it, into effect ; 
and his memory might have been spared this 
stale and shuffling apology. And shall such 
conduct be deemed not criminally negligent, 
or profusely corrupt ?— Such, Sir, has been 
the hi.stoiy of the present Report* ; and who, 
on reading it, will say that the Bank of Eng- 
land. h a patriotic corporation, or that the 
House of Commons are the virtuous and vi- 
gilant guardians of the public purse ? Before 
Uiey can even set about correcting an evil of 
acknowledged magnitude, and daily and 
hourly increasing, twenty years are suffered 
to pass away, and three different reports of 
their own body all breathing the same Ian- 
gQ^, are received and disregarded.— May 
the mteof the present, of the fourth report, 
be more auspicious. May it produce sume- 
tbinf mare to the people than a few thou- 
sands from the unclaitned diviidends, anfr a, 
afresh cobfitniatioa or the old neglect of the 
present «rata of allowance. May it oblige 
the bank to recur back, to their old dividend 
of seven per cent, and in pre^ntiug them 

* The Repon will be found io the Appen. 
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port seems calculated to raise, notwit?rRaiKl« 
ing the hints and interviews and conferences 
and paragraphs, that are daily paraded to the 
eye on this business, I do not see that the ba- 
rometi^r of the bank, the price of its stock, at 
all gives way, I do not perceive that any fears 
are entertained in the penetration of this 
grand temple of corruption for the safety of 
its present profits. The present price of its 
stock is above 220', and the directors, it 
should seem, place a firm reliance on theit 
knowledge of the men they have to deal 
with. Of those men I shall not fort he pre- 
sent say much. I will ^ay, however, that if 
they should receive the directors of the 
bank with as firm a front, as they seem dis- 
posed to receive the external enemies of 
their country, they will so far, at least, de- 
serve the thanks of the people. As soon as 
the report is disposed of, I shall request perV, 
mission through the medium of your Regis^ ^ 
ter, to follow up the subject a little farther, 
—I am. Sir, your obedient serv’ant,— H. B. 
— Luwes, Jan. 21 , 1808. 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

AmbrIcan States.— *Voii-iwporra/fO« Act, 
passed \BlkApnl,^\^ 0 ^. ^Together witk 
a Supplementary Act, passed about \(Hk 
Dec. J8O7. 

(Concluded from p. 16 O.) 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, 
that all penalties and forfeiture arising 
ruder this act may be sued to and 
recovered, and shall be distributed and ac- 
counted for in the maiftier prescribed by the 
act, e^ititied ** an Act to regulate the collec* 
tion of duties on Imports andTonnage :** and 
such penalties and forfeitures may be exa- 
mined, mitigated, or remirted in like man- 
ner, and under the like conditions, regula- 
tions, and restrictions as are prescribed, 
authorised, and directed by the act, entitled 
an act to provide for mitigating or remitt* 
ing the forfeitures, penalties and disabilities, 
accruing in certain cases thcr* in mentioned.* 
Supplementary Act. 

Sec. 1. Beit enacted by the senate and 
bouse of sepresentatives of the Unitfsd States 
of America, in congre.ss assembled, that 
nothing in the act to which this is a supple- ’ 
ment, shall be. so construed as to prohibit 
the importation of the following article^, 
that is to say Wrappers and outside pack- 
ages in w'hich goods, Uio^ icnportaiioti of 
which is not prohibited, usually are and shall 
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he wrapped or packed at the time of their 
importation.— *3. Bags or sacks in which 
salt sbali be imported.— 5. Glass bottles or 
jphials, in which drugs, medicines, or any 
ether^ articles, the importation of which is 
pot . pr ohibited, shall be imported. — 4. 
Prin{§Cl books, maps, and charts. — .*>. 
Watches,* matheinatic.i], astronornicnl, and 
aacgical instruments. — (5. Shallons and wool- 
len stuffs.— Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, 
that the articles of t.he following description 
•hall be held .and cnnsidr^ed as being em- 
braced by the de.sciiption of articles, the 
importation of which is prohibited by the 
act to which this act is a supplement, thal 
is to say. — All articles iiianufactured eniiicly 
of silk and wool, or of silk and llax, or of 
flax* and wool; — Floor cloths; — Woollen 
cassimeres, carpets, <arpc(ing and mats, 
whose invoice prices shall exceed live 
shillings sterling per square yard — Sec. 3. 
And be it further euaeted, that whenever 
a doubt shall arise whether any articles im- 
ported into the United Stales is is embraced 
by the description of articles the importation 
c»f which is prohibited bytheaetto which this 
act is a suplement, the comptroller’s decision 
thereon, approved by the secretary of the 
treasury, shall be final and concUuiv'e, and 
be taken and held in every respect as the 
true construction of the act. — Sec. 4. And 
be it farther enacted, that ho articles which 
shall be imported from «niiy place beyond 
the Cape of Good Hope, on board any 
vessel, cleared out before the day of 
from any port within the l/jiited States or 
the territories thereof, for the said Cape of 
Good Hope, or any place biiyond the same, 
sliall be subject to the prohibition enacted 
be the act to which this act is a supplement. 

Jamaica. SpacKof the Lt Governor to 

the Council and Assembly, and the yksem- 
bly's Answer, at the Opening of the Session, 
in Oct. IS 07 . 

Intiuenced by an uniform desire to pro- 
mote the public benefit, I have deemed it 
expedient to assemble the legislature at the 
earliest period I thought consistent with your 
private convenience.— -I should have re- 
joiced, had I been enabled to congratulate 
you on the sucviessof our allies on the conti- 
nent of Kurope : amid.st their reverses, how- 
ever, it is to be recollected that the resources 
of the British Empire remain unibipaired; 
and I trust that an honourable, secure, ind 
permanent peace will be, under the blessing.s 
of Providence, attained by the firmness and 
moderation of his Majesty’s councils, and by 
tire valour of his fleets and armies. — I have 
much satisfaction in learning, that the gene- 
ral scarcity of provisions^ recently prevalent. 


is likely td be succeeded by t|ie 

late seasonable rain.^ will secure tlw Ulatid 
from a sudden return of this evil j yet I ear* 
ncstly fecommeiul your adopting the most 
efficacious mensures for preventing the re-. 
currenc(3 iff so great a calamity.. It was to 
me a co'jrce of very peculiar gratification, 
that the distress was alleviated by the effects 
of my proclamation, which extended the 
term of the intercourse with the United 
StaUs of America ; hut the subsistence bf 
the inhabitants should depend as little as 
possible on a resource so precarious as that 
of a supply from distant countries. — The es- 
tablishing of St. Ann’s Bay as .a free-port,' 
and tho making of Poit-Morant, Port Maria, 
and Falmouth, ports of entrance and clear-, 
ance, are objects of great importance, and 
cannot be regarded other" vi.se than as addi- 
tion.al proof's of his Majesty’s paternal care 
foi the welfare of his subjecti in thi.s colony, 
— 1 rely with that confidence, which the ex- 
perience 1 have of,, your known liberality so 
well justifies, for tho.se supplies which the 
exigencies government require — My in- 
spection of jhc militia throughout the island 
affords me the satisfiiction of making known 
to you the general improved state of that es- 
sential branch of our defence. Some of* the 
regiments in particular have made consider- 
able progress in discipline and appearance, 
while the laudable spirit of emulation and 
loyalty, which pervades the whole body, can- 
not f.ul of producing the most beneficial con- 
sequences ——The forts and batteries along 
the coast have already derived advantages 
from your wi.se regulation during the last 
session: a system of regularity, economy, 
and military arrangement, now exists in this 
establishment, which must effectually tend 
to the general defence of the island. — When 
1 reflect on the great and arduous contest in 
which the British empire is now engaged, ic 
were vain to conceal that our present meet- 
ing is in times of no common difficulty : 
from you I expect fill that can be effected bpr 
public spirit, united exertions, and the sacri- 
fice of individual interests t 0 the general 
weaj ; from me you may rely on receivinjj, 
u[ibn all occasions, the most cordial co-op^- 
ration in every measure which is calcuh^edf 
to increase the public happiness, promofd 
the prosperity, aaJ insure tlie safety of ’ this 
country. 

' * Assembly" s Answer.^ ^We, his Majes- 

ty’s most dutiful and loyal sul^cts^^the As- 
sembly of Jamaica, beg leave fo. thank yodr 
honour for your speech at the opening of 
this session Weare fully sensible of .your 
honours uniform desire ta promote the pub- 
lic benefit, and gfatefuDy acknowledge your 
attention in assembling the legislature at the 
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earliest period yon thought consistent with 
our private convenience r— We regret the 
reverses ' which have befallen our allies on 
the continent of Europe j but we, however, 
sincerely join with yoiir honour in the hope, 
that, as the resources of the British empire 
remain unimpaired, an honourable, secure, 
and permanent peace will l>e, under the 
blessing of Providence, ultimately attained : 
— We shall give our serious attention to your 
honour’s recommendation of adopting the 
most efficacious measures for preventing the 
recurrence of so great a calamity as a general 
scarcity of provisions, recentlj/^ prevalent, bi t 
which has been providentially removed by 
the late seasonable rains; and v'c gratefully 
own the beneficial etiects of your honour’s 
proclamation, in alleviating the distress inci- 
dent to a dependence on a resource so preea- 
lioiis as that of a supply from distant coun- 
tries : — We duly appreciate his Majesty’s pa- 
ternal care for ihe welfire of his Mubjecls in 
this colony, when wo contemplate the great 
importance of the extended establishmeni of 
the free pons and ports of cnlry^and clear- 
ance : ^^'our honour may rely on our 

granting such supplies l\)r the cxigtMicios of 
government, as the extent of our means, and 
the existing cm rcum stances of the country, 
wiK'jnstity.— We are luippy to be assured by 
your honour of the general Improved state of 
the militia, and of the system of regularity, 
economy, and military arrangement, which, 
under your honour’s direction, ex ’ sis in the 
present establishment of forts and batteries, 
as regulated by the act of the last session : — 
Fully aware that our present meeting is in 
time of no common duhculty, when the Bri- 
tish empire is engaged in a most arduous 
contest, and the colonies are suffering under 
the pressure of new and peci^liar distresses, 
we are sensible, tliat it is incumbent upon 
us to sacrifice our individual interests, and 
t^ unite our greatest exertions for the gene- 
ral weal : and we rely with the most perfect 
confidence on your honour’s assurance or a 
cordial co-operation in every measure, which 
is calculated to increase the happiness, pro- 
mote the prosperity, and insure tlie ^afety of 
this country. • 

RuisiA.— of English Pro- 
perty, dattd at Peter shurgh, Nov. ig, 
180?. ; 

By our Ukase of the 28Tb Oct. last; 
the Minister of Commerce, Count N. Rau- 
miantzofF, regarding the laying on an em- 
batgD upon the English property in Russia, 
we ordered liquidation commissions to be 
forcoied here, at Riga, and at Archangel, un- 
der ihe controul of the College of Com- 


— -On the representation of the mt^ 
itiiter, that 4ie liquidation comptains ap- 
pointi^ in 1800, were, by their mode of 
convicting business of )his nature, perfectljr 
adequate to the object in view. We now 
order that liquidation commissions &e 
present appointed, in every respect, blfictiy 
according to the principles and spirit of the 
Ukase given the 25th of Nov. 1800, upon a 
report of the College of Commerce in con- 
sequeri.oof the embargo laid that year on 
the property of the English, with this only 
alteration, that the fixed number of Russian 
merchants to be chosen for the liquidation 
commission nf this plan, but not otherwise 
appointed than with the confirmation of the 
minister, and in the other towns with the 
contirmation of the chief authorities conti- 
guous thereto. — I’he said commissioners are 
to take cognizance of all the goods and pro- 
perty of the English which were embargoed 
by our Ukase of the 2Jst (ult.) Oct. ISO? ; 
and this sequestration is to be extended to all 
their capital monies and bills, excepting 
their monies placed in our Banks, which, bjr 
the laws, are in no case to be touched. The 
(.’ouncillor of State, and Member of the 
College of Commerce, Baikotf, is to be pre- 
sident in the commission here, 

French CoMMERciAr. Decree, signed, 
A'npoleon, and dated at Milan, Nov, 23, 
ISO?. 

Napoleon, Emperor of the French, 
King of Italy, and Protector of the Confede- 
ration of the Rhine. — Upon the report of 
our Minister of the Finances, we have de- 
creed, and decree as follows -Art, I. All 
vessels which, after having touched at Eng- 
land, from any moiive whatsoever, shall en- 
ter the ports of Franc^ shall be seized and 
fiscated, as well as ineir cargoes, without 
excei^lion or distinction of commodities or 
merchandize.— II. The captains of vessels 
who shall enter the ports of France, shall, 
on the day of their arrival, proceed to the 
office of the Imperial Customs, and there 
make a declaration of the place from which 
they sailed, of the ports they have put into, 
and exhibit their manifests, bills of iadipg, 

sea-papers, and log-books When the 

captain shall have signed anti delivered his 
declaration, and cotnmunicated his papers, 
the head officer of the customs sjiall interro- 
gate the Sbilors separately, in the presence of 
two overseers. If it results from this exa- 
mination that the vessel lias touched at Eng- 
land, independent of the seizure and confis- 
cation of the said ship and cargo, the cap- 
tain, as well as those sailors, whOb upon exa- 
minations shall have made a false declara- 
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tioi^ (ball be deemed prisoneni, and aball not 
be set at liberty lUitil after h^ing paid the 
sum of fibjOQO franks, as a personal penalty 
fot the captain, and 500 franks for each of 
the sailors so arrested, over and above the 
pains incurred by those who falsify their pa- 
pers Sttd log-books.— 111. If advice or infor- 
mation communicated to the directors of 
our customs give rise to any susdicionS as to 
the origin of the cargoes, they shall be pro- 
visionally warehoused until it is ascertained 
end decided that they do not come from 
England or her colonies.— IV. Our com- 
missaries for commercial relations, who de- 
liver certificates of origin for merchandize 
laden in the ports of their re-sidence destined 
for that of France, shall not confine tbem- 
relves to an attestation that the merchandise 
or com modi lies do not come from England 
or liei j'oJoiiies or coininerre ; they shall in- 
ilicaLi: *he place of orig’n, the documents 
which fjavc been laid before them in support 
cf the' drci:»!arion which has been made to } 
them, I! -d the name of the ship on board of i 
which thy have been primarily transnorted j 
from the place of origin into that of their 
reside*! ice. — — 

jPoiiTOGAL.— — G<*Ji. Janot's Proclamation, 
upnH antcring Lubon, Nov. 30 , I8O7. 

Inhabitants of Lisbon, My army is 

about entering your walls j it was coming 
ftirwhc put pose of rescuing your ports and 
your pnnee from the influence of England. 
’—But this pnnee, so respectable by his vir- 
tue, has allowed himself to be hurried away 
by the counsels of some wicked men who 
surrounded him, and he is gone to Bing him- 
self into the arms of his enemies, He has 
been made to feel apprehensive for his per- 
sonal safety, his subjects have been counted 
for nothing, and his interests sacrificed to the 
base cowardice of soihe courtiers.— Inhabi- 
tants of Lisbon, remain quiet within •your 
houses) fear neither me nor tny army ) we 
are formidable only to the enemy and to the 
wicked. The great Napoleon, my master, 
fends me to protect you. 

Italy.— Napoleon*^ Decree, adopting 
Eugene Bcauharnois, as his successor in 
Jt(Ug. — Dated at Milan, \QthDec. I8O7. 

We, .Napoleon, by iJie Grace of Gcxl, 
and the Constitution of the Empire, £ni- 
jierqr of the French, and King of Italy, 
decree as follows Art. l. We adopt 
for our son^ Prince Eugene Beauharnois, 
Arch Chancellor of State of our Empire of 
France, and Viceroy of our Kingdom of , 
Italy.— '*—2. The Crown of Italy shall be. 


after us,, and in defiuik of oixr ebi]dfOO> 
male l^itimate de8cendl»nli, vbere^^ 
the peraon of Prince Eugene^ hs^dtie^ 
legitmiate descendaota from male to 
order of primogeniture, to the perpetuu 
exclusion ef women and their desceodapta. 
— 3 . In default of our sons and ffi'ala 
doscendanfs, and the sous! and nuledeaceo-^ 
dants of Prince Eugene, the Crown of Italy 
shall devolve to tbe son and nearest relative 
of such of the Princes of our blood, as shall 
then reign in France.— - 4 . Prince Eugene, 
our son, shaJl enjoy all the honours attached 
to our adoption. ~5. The right which our 
adoption gives him shall never, in any case, 
authorize him or his descendants to urge aiiy 
pretensions to the Crown of France, the 
succession to which is invariably fixed. 

The decree of the 20Lh confers upon 
Prince Eugene Napoleon the title of Prince 
of Venice. Another decree confers upon 

our well-beloved grand-daughter. Princess 
Josephine, as a mark of our satisfaction to our 
good city of Bologna,** thetitle of Prince.s.sof 
Bologna. A^ibther decree declares the Chan- 
cellor Melzi, Duke of Lodi. After the above 
decrees had been read, the Emperor made 
the following speech 

Gentlemen, Possidenti, Dotti, and Cym- 
mercianti, I see you with pleasure about K.«y 
throne. Returned after 3 years absence, I 
am pleased at remarking tbe progress which 
my people have made — but how man^things 
remain to be done to eftace the faults of our 
forefathers, and to render you worthy of the 
destiny 1 am preparing for you. — ^l*he intes- 
tine divisions of our ancestors, their misera- 
rable egoti.sm to particular cities, paved the 
way for the loss of all our rights. The coun- . 
try was disinherited of its rank and its dig<v 
nity; that country w^hich in more distant 
ages had carried so far the honour of itsarms . 
and the eclat of its virtues. I will make my 
glory consist in regaining that eclat and those^ 
virtues.— Citizens of Italy, I have done njiudi. 
for you ) 1 will do much more. But on yoitt 
side, united in heart as you are in infer^, 
with my people of France, consider them as 
elder brother. Always behold the source of 
oui^pCQsperjty, the guarantee of our institu- 
tions, and that of our inde|^ndence in 
*uoion of the Iron Crown with that of ipp'. 
liliperial Crown. ^ . 

Parfxamentiiry Debates. ^ ^ 

Tlie First Number of the Tenth .Voluake 
of the above Work will be ready for delivery . 
in thecourie of a fewdays. 
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IV# histoncal bch.— Ounn; the existence of the Itte ministry, Mr. Fox being then secretiry* of ettte 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Parliamentary PROcfFniNos (con- 
tinued from page 1 70. — L ro/t* of Thanks, 
II. Ameiuan States, III. Danish Lzpe- 
(/Wof!.— — On Thiusdav, thf* 28 th ot 
January, a motion was micle, in both 
Houses, togivethe tb.inks of parliament to 
the fleet and army employed iii the Cnpen- 
baaen expedition. At the lime, when the 
titles and marks of honour wore bestowed, 
upon Admiral Gambler^ and others, I ex- 
pressed my opinion, that the measure was 
wrong ; because, though the Success of the 
enterpriae was of great intional importanre, 
to insure that success requited neither cou- 
rage nor skill, except, peihaps, in a few 
p^ons of iiifeiior tank; because, from 
fee very statement of the advocates of the 
itiinisters, it appeared, that the means pro- 
vided were such, as, \vhen complied with 
the ofiject to be accomplished, rendered 
failure morally impossible , because it would 
have been a crime to fail, and that, there- 
fore, to succeed was htilc more than a nega- 
tive merit; becauao, in slioit, to bestow 
honours upon the commandcis of such an 
expedition, was to ptoclaim to tlie world, 
that it was, in English commanders, a great 
lUerit, a highly distinguishing characteustic, 
not to be drivellers, or traitors, since no 
men of common understanding could have 
filled, unless from a want of fidelity. 
Thes^ argu ments, and some others, which 
were made use of in the Register, and in 
other public prints, at the time referred to, 
have DOW been repeated in parliament ; 

, against these arguinents nothing of any 
weight has been urged; and it does, to me 
at least, clearly appear, that the vote of 
tluihks, as well as the other honours, have, 
in this. instance, been prostituted to party 
purposes, that is to say, to the purpose of 
giving to the whole measure an eclat whi^h 
it did not deserve, with a view of enhancing, 
in the minds of the people, the merit of 
this present ministers, while the spirit 
eff party appears to have dictated the motion 
a vote of thanks, there ^ has appeared, 
hi tbe opposition to II, a spirit of exactly 


the same character. Messrs. Windham 
and Tierney (the latter of whom had al- 
most sworn, that he never would belong to 
any ministry or parly with the former) 
seemed to liave, for their grand object, the 
indulgence of their spleen against Sir Home 
Pophani, who, it must be confessed, has 
been n zealous and foimidable opponent to 
them in politics, but who, upon that veiy 
account, should, on tins occasion, have es« 
caped particular notice. Mr. A^'’’indhain 
bestows many compliments upon Lords 
Pathcait and Gambler; with respect to 
them, he takes care to rub off with one 
hand what he lays on with the other ; be 
biings forward the excellence of the private 
character of the one, and the past services 
(though he docs not particularize them) of 
the other; but, of Sir Horae Popham he 
recollects nothing but the demerits. Ho 
Likes, onather, he* finds out, occasion to 
observe, that " onp ostensible part of the 
expedition had been entru&tid to an of* 
fleer, who could only plead, in his be- 
half, the approbation of a self-created 
tribunal, in opposition to a sentence of 
condemnation, which had lately been 
passed upon him by one legally constitut- 
ed, and who, in liis foitune, had ex« 
emplified the old aefege, that when this 
Kjng loses, the Knave wins an adage, 
which must be very old indeed, foi, 1 
scarcely think that any man now living 
ever heard of it before. It was travelling 
quite out of the natural course to notice, « 
in this |7articular manner, Sir Home Popham 
and his court martial, especially as no parti- 
cular mention had been made of bis sendees, 
upon this occasion, by the ministers, and 
as he had received no sort of reward, though 
it was pretty generally understood, that of 
the merit of the execution of the measure, 
no small share did belong to him. Cettaiu* 
ly, the approbation of (he Lloyd’s men d'd 
him no honour ; or, if he were, as he ap- 
peared to be, so very proud of the swords and 
the thanks, which they had to bestow, one 
might, with little legret, see him Itft to 
them as his sole possession In this wayj 

G 


lOLmCAJL Register,— P flrfiawesftirjf PnoceeSugs. [fgS* 


but, it is, I thinks as certain^ tlie' legally 
constitute4 tribmnal/* of which Mr. 
Windham speaks, was a thing, which he 
and his fate colleagues might as well have 
kept out of sight j for, though the letter of 
% the law might not be violated in the .consti- 
tuting of tnat tribunal, no great pains were 
t^ken' to adhere to its spirit. I am one of 
those, who censured, in all its parts, the 
ea|>edilion to Buenos Ayres. I looked upon 
' it^ and I still look upon it, as a mere mo- 
»ey-makiiig adventure j but, it docs appear, 
ftora- the evidence given at the court-mar- 
tial, that Sir, Home Popham was, by the 
minister, invested with somewhat of discre- 
tionary powers, and the public will not fail 
, to recollect, that no court-martial was talk- 
ed of, nniil the intcdligence arrived, that the 
placqliad been re captured by the Spaniards. 
‘Whatever might be the demerits of Sir 
Home Popham, however, his court-martial 
should have been constituted in the usual 
way, and in that way the proceedings against 
him ought to have been conducted. The 
law, relative to the constituting of courLs- 
martial, makes provision, that the members, 
if there be a sufticient number, shall con- 
sist of persons stationed at the place where 
the court is held ; and, it authorizes the 
taking in of two or three commanders, if 
there should not be captains enough present, 
. rather lluui bring members from another 
station. Was this l.iw„ so well calculated 
to insure impartiality, by preventing selec- 
tion on the part of t lie 'prosecutor, observ- 
ed on the occasion referred to ? In the 
letter perhaps it was j for several of the ad- 
mirals, members of the court, did hoist their 
^ags Sit Portsmouth, during the tiial, and 
a little before the trial ; but they struck those 
flags immediately afterwards, returning from 
whence tliey came 5 apd, thongli they might 
be said to be stationed at Portsmouth, I 
, shall leave the proceeding to be boasted of 
by those who were then ministers. There 
was, it appears from the pioceedings of the 
court, a “ learned” c^uiKellor, Mr. Jarvis, 
sent down by the Admiralty to plead against 
the prisoner, a tiling totally unprecedented 
in the naval history of England, if, in send- 
ing down a counsellor to plead, and in making 
the court cou'-ist of admirals, the object was 
to givedigrnty and solemnity to the procee(f- 
ing, how came it to puss, that neither of 
these precautions was taken in the c.ise ef 
Captain Wliitby, who was tried* at the 
same port, upon a charge, grounded upon 
a comjjijint of the American government, 
that he had violate I the law of nations, that 
be had been guilty of an act of aggie.s-ion 
digaiii»t them in ihcir own waters, and that 


he had wounded many, and murdered one, 
of thelt seamen ? This trial, > in which the 
good-understanding and, perhaps, the^ace, 
of two nations were involved, did/lmre^' 
require as much dignity and' solemnity as it 
was possible to give it ; yet. Captain Whit- 
by was tried in the usual w'ay ; no admirals 
assumed temporary command upon the occa- 
sion, and no counsellor was sent down by 
the admiralty to plead against him. These 
are facts, which nobody will attempt ta 
deny § and. with these facts before them-, 

I shall leave my readers to judge, whether 
it would not have been full as well, if Mr. 
Windham had suffered the recollection of 
Sir Home Pophain's court-martial, to re- 
main as a source of secret consolation to those 
by whom that court-martial was ordered and 
organized. Mr. 1‘ierijcy is reported to have 
said : Why should no! the house attend 
to the dignified example set them by ano- 
thcr distinguished assembly — Lloyd’s Cof- 

fee-house Men ? ^Thosc gentlemen 

“ knew the true va^ue of their approbation, 
and were resolved not to be Inviali of it j 
for they had not yet honoured this extra- 
** ordinary service with their notice, notwith- 
standing their great favourite (sir Home 
** Popham) was captain of the fleet. He 
“ believed for bis part that those, gentleni. 
had been dibappc/iuicd : it was well 
known that they bad not received the? 
** slightest notice of the signature of the 
** capitnl.ition in suflicient time to apprize 
'' them of the period at which the Danes 
begun to be at, open war with us. Would 
ministers all’ect to be ignorant of the 
sentiments of mcrcJiants in the Rus- 
'* sion trade upon that head ? Had 
they not actually l)'jcn furnished w’ith 
a list, .setting forth the number of 
vessels captured ? This must have been 
a sore disapj)ointmcnt to the trading spe- 
culations of the gentlemen at r.loyd'sj 
** they who bad so relied on their favourite,- 
** the gallant officer, who wdiile .smarting un- 
“ der the .'■entence of a couit martial, W'as 
entrusted with a command of great trust, 
and put above the heads of his seniors, 
mvMi of approved service and unimpeached 
** character. But notwithstanding the op- 
portnnity afforded their favourite, apd 
** though he was in such habits of intimacy 
" with the mayor of Birmingham, the al- 
derman of this place and of that, he (Mr. 
T.) did fevar that this officer had failed in 
satisfying the expectations of his friends;' 
at Lloyd’s," Mr. Tierney seems to envy 
Sir Home Popham the honour of posse.s$ing; 
these friends at Lloyd’s. But, .since when ' 
is it, tliat the late minis-ters haVe begun 
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talk (itt public) thwa^contemptuously abdut lowtoj^ the fate of Sir Harry Mil<}may, h In 

the Lloyd’s ma»*? ^ley said not a word of a fair way of feeling to their heart** coOteilt^ 

this soit while they were in diEce. They With so much experience of this sort before 

thdj indeed, before they were in office, form him, it is, to me, a sniprising thing, that 
a resolution, I believe, to make the Lloyd’s any one of ** the reprcsentatiies of tire 

fund a question in paillamcnt ; but, having people;*’ any one of those worthy gonllemen, ^ 

olrtaincd their offices, they appear to ha\e who, from motives so chsinteresteilf take 

thought it Wise not to oflcnd the city and upon them ihe labour of law-giving, should 

its connections. For this, amongst the ever become wlut is called a parti zan of any 

million other arts of meanness that they set of placemen, or, at least, that he should 

were guilty of, I was glad to see them over- ever f* scover any thing like zeal,, like sin- 

thrown. But, what had the Lloyd’s men centy, in their cause. It is surprising/ 

and their vases and swords and heir-loom<t to that all men do not imitate the Siints : that 


do with the Dinish expedition ^ And what 
had the former coiulucl of Sir Home Pup- 
ham to do with the question before the 
House ? Why this, that Sir Home Pop- 
ham was a favimiiie with the merchants; 
that the merchants had suifeied by the Danish 
expedition ; and that Sir Home Popham w^as 
known to have had a considerable share in 
the execution of that expedition No: tins 
was not the cause ot his being dragged for- 
ward ; the true cause waJ, that the l*it' mi- 
nistry had, in vaiious ways, felt*Lhc etfects of 
his talents, as a poliLician ; that is to say, as 
a contestor ofboioiighs, and an cxpo.ser of | 
their errors and faults ; and, it was well 
woydiy of remark, that not one of the mi- 
i^tfvers opened his lips in defence of Sir 
Home Popham, who, in consequence of 
being a person interested in the discussion, 
was absent from his place in the House. 
There has, 1 daresay, been jome 1 ttlecnvy ex- 
cited ill the naval seivice, by the preieience, 
w'liich was, upon ll.i'i occasion, given lo Sii 
Home Popham. It w is to humour this, 
that the attack upon him was made ; and, 
therefoie, it w'as the duty of the imnisteis 
to repel that attack. But, the-e mini'yteis 
are, I will engage, of the tme brexd; and, 
it so, they will never hesitate to saenfice 
any oire to iheir own convenience, however 
they may have piofited from his exeitions ; 
alid, moreoveri it is precisely in proportion 
to those exertions that they arc disposed 
to sacrifice him, because fiiey well know, 
that. In that same proportion, it is impro- 
bable that he should go over to their o|>po- 
*eBts, Thus, they first receive the benefltpf 
a man’s talents auA zeal, and, when they 
perceive, that he has, in supporting them, 
incurred the implacable enmity of their op- 
ponents, they, without the least hesitation, 
and, as if it were a matter of coarse, giv^ 
him up to be woi;ried by those opponents, 
taking to themselves the merit of having, 
by implication, disovvn^d him ; a refinement 
in baseness, which, it is to be hoped, none 
hut courtiers have yet discovered, and the 
eSecU of which Sir Home Popham, foi- 


ls to say, give a measured support ; always 
keep safely “ upon their haunches,” as 
some one said of Pitt ; and, upon no occa- 
sion, suffer themselves to be urged info full 
speed. If actual recompence be the object, 
(he example of Swift’s Bedlamite is the 
thing : '' Give me a penny, and I'll sing 
you a song ; but give me the penny first/* 
To return, now, to the debate : it end- 
ed in a division of Ig against the vote of 
thanks and 100 for ii. Sir Francis Burdett 
having insisted upon dividing the honourable 
house, sorely against the will of the ojfis, 
who, as fast as they finished their speeches, 
marched awxiy, Mr. Tierney having express- 
ly slated, that it w^as not intended to have 
a division, seeming not to perceive, that 
any mcmbei might call for it, or, in a mo- 
ment of foi getfulness, looking upon all 
those, who sat on the same side with him- 
Felf as being the subalterns and privates of 
a well-drilicd pnity ;*a state of Usings which 
Mr Tierney will never see again as Jong as 
he livcb. When the thanks came to be com- 
municated, on Monday, the Iffst ot February, 
it was cuiious enough to observ'o, that, 
though Sir Aithnr Wellesley was the last 
upon the list of the gcneials present, more 
than one half of the Speaker’s speech vws 
addressed to him, exclusively, upon the 
score of his services in India, of which servi- 
ces not a word had been said in the vote of 
the House, and of which services many of 
those who joined in the vote, might possibly, 
think differently from the Speaker Sir Homo ^ 
Popham, in his answer to the Speaker, i* 
reported to have said, by way of conclusion : 
that his life should be devoted lo the 
service of his Moved sovereign and 
his cHeemed country/* I do not wish ta 
play the critic; but, there is something so 
maiked ^cie, that, if the report becoirect, 

I must say, that I think Sir Home’s a very 
bad taste. Plain "" king and country” would 
have been best ; but, at any rate, no clistiijic- 
tion should have been made between tbem^ 
There is, besides, no reason in the distinction^, 
made by Sir llonjo. The love that he feeJ*' 
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for king can be of no othei' sort than that 
whi4^ a maii^ Feelii for his country. The 
i4<^a of any persona) affection^ in this case, 
w ridiciilous. The feeling is that of love 
for the' king, as king y tor the kingly office, 
in faetj^nd for that only because it ib looked 
upon as being the repository of the h'^nour 
and. gnardiaiishij) of rhccoiuiiry. '\} use, 
therefore, an epithet of ardent aiiection to 
titc former, and one of sober, after- mar- 
riage regard to the latter, was, to say the 
of it, to shew no great degree of jiidg- 
n(ient,and might, if coming from a person less 
enthuiia^iic, give rise to suspicions, that the 

motive was not allogcthcM’ disinterested 

It. On Tuesday, the 2d. instant, Mr. Eden 
(Lord A'.klnnd's eldest son, and the new 
'j[%iler of the Exchecjiier, J pre.sume) made 
a motion for laying before the house a copy 
of Mr. Jefferson's m^ssuge to the senate of 
tlie American Sfales, rdaling to the non- 
ratilicalion of the treuy, made with us, 
during the late administration. I'hc pro- 
ftssed motive of this motion was to shew, 
that the president had not the power of 
rejecting the treaty, without the consent 
of the senate ; that that consent had not 
been obtained , and that, in fact, it might 
yet be ratified, though the king had said, in 
bis speech, that the ratification had been 
refiis^ Mr Eden appears to be deeply 
rea4 in the little pamphlet, called “ the 
Constitution of the Uiii'cd States of Ame- 
rica I** but, if I recollect wghtly, that pamph- 
let, which is, 'however, a very flexible piece 
of stuff, says not a word about non-rat ifica- 
tioo of treaties. 'Jlic preddent is to make 
treaties, and when he is sati.^ified with them 
himself, he is to lay them before ilje senate 
for their approbation, or disapprobation ; 
but,^ if be be not himself satisfied with what 
bit negociators have done, he wants no vote 
of the senate to authorize liirn to send a 
treaty back again ; or, if it so please him, 
to put an end to the nego( lation j so that, 
be has the power, at all times, to refuse to 
■cTatify a treaty, and, in the case before us, 
that refusal) was given. The collateral mat- 
ter of Mr. Eden’s speech was, however, of 
tlie most importance. He expressed his 
liope, that the treaty might yet be ratified. 
It may, if the president should be in- 
duct^ to change his opinion of us ; but, 
if he does change that opinion, it ceitainly 
will' not be owing to the expressJoif, on our 
jwt, of any such hopes, and particularly if 
ve express them in parliament. Such 
hopes, if they are very dear to Mr. Eden's 
heart, are, I ain convinced, much more 
mr to he realized from the effect of the 
king's luodalMloti rektiug to lioglish sea- 
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men and others beco ffitilg of Ame* 

rica, bi^ orders in cooiial filing to com- 
merce, and his orders for the sending out o| 
ships, troops, and powder and ball to Ame- 
rica. Speculations are afloat as to what the 
Amerirans Vill next do ; for to remain as 
they are is a moral impossibility. They 
have, for a long time, been complaining of 
our laws of blockade ; and, as the end of 
all their ridiculous threats, all their swagger- 
ing denunciations, they blockade ibcm- 
selves, and that, too, in their own ports. 
Some think, that their next measure will 
be, when they have got in all their ships, 
to invade Canada. This they can do, but 
not without men and arms and cannon and 
ammunition ; and these cost money. They 
would easily penetrate into the country ; but 
the country w'ithout Quebec is nothing, 
and they know from disgraceful experience, 
what it is to attack Quebec. They will, 
besides, have upper Canada first to subdue ; 
and in that country., they will have to de- 
feat a good niv:nber of Scotchmen, who are 
not apt to lay down their arms till they have 
made their assailants feel the effects of them. 
They must defeat these Scotchmen, or they 
will have them in their rear, together with 
a company or two of artillery. So 
even an inroad into Canada, though it maj?'* 
be, by a vast superiority of numbers, 
effected, will be, by no means, a holiday 
enterprize, nor an enterprize of little ex- 
pense. And, whence is the money to 
come ? 1 have before stated, that there are, 

in the American States, no internal taxes, 
and have shewn, that, in case of war with 
us, it will be impossible to collect an inter- 
nal tax } that the whole of the revenue 
arises from custont-honse duties ; that four- 
fifths of these arise from commerce with 
US; that the whole annual revenue is ^bout 
15,000,000 of dollars; that more than one 
half of this is required to meet the annual 
expenses of the national debt ; and, that, 
of course, a war with us, while it will add 
ten fold to the expenses, will alrdost totally 
destroy the revenue, leaving the national 
debt CO pay its own ihterestand the govern- 
mefit to maintain itself. What, then, if 
fthey resolve upon war, is to be doneL 
Why, it appears to me, that the first step 
must be at) act of confiscation of all debts, 
private as well as public, due to England, and 
of all property owqed by Englishmen. Tho 
amount of these debts and of this property may ^ 
be about ) 2,000,000 of pounds sterling. Bufj ' 
an act of confiscation would not bring mo'r# 
than a third or fourth part of that aufi) into tho 
treasury. What it would bring ta 
however, euable the government to gdVa 
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a while •, but, a creatioo of pfuper money 
must soon follow ; and, then the country is^ 
at once, in a state of revolution. It i: 
thought, by some persons, fhat the situation 
of America dijfers materially, in this respect, 
from its situation at the commaicement of 
her revolutionary warj that, banks and bank- 
notes having become so general, the people 
will not be alarmed at a new creation of such 
notes, especially as it will take place by de- 
grees, But, these persons do not appear to 
me to reflect upon the quantity that most be 
created in proportion to those already exist- 
ing ; 1 hat the notes in circulation must be 
doubled in the first year ; that they must go 
on increasing in quantity at the same rate, 
as long as the war continues, for that theie 
will not be there, as in England, taxes 
coming in to pay any part of them off $ in 
short, that it must be an issue of paper with 
the notoi ious want of capital in those who 
make that issue. Under these circumstan- 
ces, not forgetting the effect of tlie recollec- 
tion of the old paper-nioncy^ sacks full of 
which are, bv some persons n* the country, 
kept as a memorial of the good faith of 
** King Cong,** it is naturally to be expect- 
ed, that, at the flist additional issue of paper- 
m.oney, a depreciation of two or three for 
^be would take place. N'ty, I would take 
an even bett, that, at this moment, many 
people are hoarding up their dollars ; and 
that, if an accommodation be not made with 
England, in a very few months, there will be 
a regular trade of barter for paper against 
money, at a depreciation of one half. As to 
** loans,” of which some persons talk, who 
will lend to a government that has no inter- 
nal revenue^ Who will lend to a govern- 
ment, that will be obliged to acknowledge 
that it has no revenue at all ; and, that it is 
totally unable to piy the interest (except in 
depreciated paper) of its former loans? 
France and Holland lent America money, 
during the revolutionary war. Can they do 
it now ? And, if they could, would they do 
it, under circumsttances such as now exist ? 
During the revolutipnary war, though the 
commerce of America suflered greatly, and 
though the people suffered greatly from that 
cause; yet, the su/feiing was not what it 
wdbld now be. "I lien our enemies were 
powerful at sea. Their fleets were, in Eu- 
rope and the Wqst Indies, equal to our 
own, in point of numbers. They had a 

K werful fleet upon the American station^ 

> powerful, at one time, for ours to ven- 
Ithre to face. Under the protection of these 
fleets, the Americans sent out shoals of pri- 
vateers, and carried on a great deal of trade 
iKjb tbeir merchant ships under the seme < 


protection. Indeed, during that aw Cfa# 
American mercantile marine increased ; alhl 
the country was, too, greatly assisted Ijf 
trade carried on under neutral flags, ffosr 
completely she would jciow be deslltuto 
all these menus of alleviating her sufletinga, 
1 need not point out. The contrast will 
present itself to every mind, except, pet^ 
haps, to the minds of those, who negociat^ 
the rejected treaty, and who left the question 
respecting the search for seamen “ ofirn fcr 
future discussion.” To the minds of men, 
w Iio could consent to enter upon any nego* 
ciation whatever, the non-importation act 
held, in the way of a rod, over their backs, 
it would be easy, perhaps, for the American 
minister to make it apj^ar, that his countiy 
is now in a better situation for war than she 
was at the beginning of her revolntionaiy 
contest ; but, cenainJy, not to the mind pf 
any other human b('ing. The late miniatefi 
talk nuicli of the honour of the conntrv ^ 
but, 1 think, their opponents may safely de* 
fy them to cite any transaction so dishonour* 
able to the country as the entering open 
this treaty, while the non-impoi ration act 
existed. The case stands thus : the Amerl-^ 
cans make a demand upon us ; they demand 
of ns to give up, to stipulate, to sign and 
seal away, a light of inesiimable value to ua. 
No matter, however, what be the nature of 
the demand, a demand it is, and, because 
we do not immediately yield, they past ati 
act for the well-known and openly avowed 
purpose of compelling us to yield. There It 
something, too, in the silent language ist 
this act unbearably insolest : we know 
you to be a huckstering nation ; we know 
" you to be under the sway of your ava* 
'' rice ; we pass this act to compel you to 
grant us that, which, in the end, wHt 
ruin your maritime power; and, witb 
** this act suspended over your backs, we 
** will ncgociate w'ith yon.’* And, to our 
everlasting shame, they found in Englanck a 
set of men perfectly ready to enter upon 
such a negociation. Thanks to the king, « 
we have got rid of that set of men, of Loi^ 
Holland and his little Scotch squad of flat* 
ter?ng scribblers. This conduct on our part, 
was the cause of Mr. Jeflersou's boldness in 
rejecting the treaty ; and, indeed, his bold- 
ness was quite natural, after having seen 
us ready to enter upon a negociation witb 
the non*- importation act in exihteiice, 
especially when he saw, that our nego* 
ciators had left the question of his anogant 
demand open to future discussion.*' This 
was the main point; and, theie can be lit- 
tle doubtt that his ministers left heie, told 
him to stand firnif and tbat^ in theend| uufr 
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.reverses ttpoti tfae comment, joined with 
our dread of the rion-imporration act, would 
induce us to submit. Those ministers must, 

' too, have perceived of what sort of materials 
Lord Hoi laud and Lord Auckland were com- 
poser^ they must have perceived that the 
whole thing was, with them, a matter of 
, mere trade, and not of politics ; they must 
* have perceived the set of notions that per- 
’ raded the minds of the whole cabinet 5 and, 
their opinion, upon this point, being sub- 
, 'mitted to Mr. Jefterfion, he would, of course, 
..make his demands accordingly. So that, 

' Again I say, that, if we have war with 
America, the fault will be that of the late 
ministers and not of the present. The dis- 
.Jpule is, however, now brought to a clearly 
Understood issue. The Americans demand, 

- that we shall give up the right of searching 
their merchaiif ships for men ; they have 
passed certain acts to compel us to submit 
to that demand ; and the king has, in the 
most solemn manner, declared to tlie peo- 
ple, and to the world, that to that demand 
Jie ** never” will submit. It remains, then, 
to be seen ; it remains for the world to wit- 
ness. which of the two will hold to his 
word, Kyig George, or King Cong” •, 
which nation, after all the talk, has the least 
fet^r of the other, England or America. 
The officers, who have been selected to go 
out, are of high reputation for valour, discrc- 
iiqn, and experience^ and I, for ij)y part, 
confidently anticipate i glorious result. It 
would, perhaps, be as well, when the seas 
are clear of icc^ which will be in the uionth 
of April, Hot to w'ait for an attempt upon 
l^ova Scotia, which might be made froip 
some of the Northern States ; but to go and 
|»urn the shipping and knock down the town 
.II^^E'almniuh, and inflict the like punish- 
*mcDt upon a few other places ; that is to 
^.jiay, if the Congress do not, w'il bout 'delay, 

f iktee things in their former state, or, at 
east, if they can be proved to have made 
any preparations h)r war, it being manifest 
that such preparations are letclled at us. 
-T'lje effect which a resolute and prompt 
mode of actmg towards America would ha\e 
Jn Europe, every man of discernment will 
easily perceive, it W'ould be one of the great 
rin;ans of enabling us to obuin an honour* 
»ble, a safe, a lasting peace, in Europe > 
such a peace as would establisli it^ as an in- 
disputable fact, that the independence of 
England was not to be injured by all the 
nations of the earth combined. Not a peace, 
like that of Amiens, in which we appeared 
bs acknowledged underlings ; in which, 
jnotwitbstaiuliiig all our endeavours to ejis* j 
guise it, wc stood trembling for our lives j ^ 
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-^Parliamfntafy Proceidhgs. 

and, after which,' we oursdvds weile'fflr 
gaged in speculation.^ as to what would fine- 
ly become of us. Not such a p€»ce as this ; 
but a peace wddeh shall make every man 
feel confident of future safety, and that 
.shall deprive all those who w^ould prevent* an 
inquiry into the terrible abuses that exist, 
of pretences founded upon the dangers 
of the country j” a peace that shall put an 
end to that ** crisis of our fate,” in which, 
for so nanny years, the successive factions 
have told us that we existed. But, this 
sort of peace is not to be brought about by 
motions for peace.” Motions for peace ! 
'' Mr. Whitbread’s motion for peace !” 
What can this mean ? Why not make a 
motion for rain, or for fiiir weather ? What 
sense can there be in such a motibn ? The 
motion, it appears tome, should be for an 
humble pcMition to the man, who has sworn 
that he will conquer us. There w'ould be 
some scr..sc in that, but, in a motion 
for pence” I can •discover nothing that is 
rational ; luK'hing tljat has common sense in 
it, except, 'indeed, it be lor peace upon the 
terms stated in the pamphlet of Mr. Roscox 
(which pamphlet it bhall be my business, as 
it is my duty, to answer in my next number) 
who appears to think, that we should be ^>.1^- 
fectiy and peimanently safe, to make k 
peace, leaving all the port.9 and all the naval 
means of the continent of Europe at the ab- 
solute d)'?]^OH:il of Napoleon, and who sees 
in that niiliiiiry Emperor, no symptoms of 
;i desire to do any thing more, than consoli- 
date his aiuhority and establish his dynasty 

in Erauce. Jlf. On Wednesday, the 

3 id instant, a debate took place, in the 
House of Commons, upon the following 
moiion: jii Juimble Address be pre- 

'' seiited to ilis M.ajcsty, praying that he 
“ will be graciously plea&ed to give direc- 
*• tions that there he laid before the House 
the .subbtauep and dates of all information 
iransniiited by His Majesty’s Ministers at 
the C'oui t f)t Copenhagen, at any periild 
during the last year, respecting the naval 
force of Hemnnrk and particularly wdth 
respect to any measures adopted to aug- 
ment the same, or of putting it into a 
state of forward preparation, or in pro- 
curing seamen to man the same in any 
part tliereof.” This motion, at the close 
of a very long speech, was made by Mr, Pon- 
sonby, the new loader of ' the 'gentlemen 
opposite 3^ and it was opposed by the rot- 
nisters, upon the ground, that the papers 
could not, with propriety, be made public^ 
even ifnece.ssary tojustify the measure pf stfi- ^ 
ing the Danish Beet, and^ that they were iftpf ' 
hedcbsary to justification. At ille tMp 
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of cliedeDdti a jdlvfsiob took place^ when Uia Panes bad been as good a liatl^b 
there appeared, rfor the motion 108, against are.a bad nation $ if they had been towaiw 
it 253. This debate, in which there was a us, as harmless in their future probable views 
pretty fair trial of strength between the two and in their past conduct, as they have bean, 
parties, was also a trial upon t|;e subject of mischievous, still, if I had been ministerj 
the Danish expedition; but, with the ex- I would, if they had rejected thiepr(»positioa' 
oeption of the information, communicated made to them, have seized their fleet and 
to the house by Mr. Canning, there was no- arsenals ; because, though ever so willing, 
thing said, which had not, in substance at to resist the power of France, it was manifest 
le^st, been said before. That information that they wanted the abilit/; because, sjtu- 
’was, indeed, of great importance; for, it ated as they were with respect lo our enemy, 
not only strips the Danes of that fine cha- it was also manifest, that they would have 
racter for inoffensiveness, which had been been made use of as instruments in his 
attributed to thorn by some persons, but hands, for the purpose of insuring our sub- 
showed, most satisfactorily, that it was next jugation ; and because, having the power 
to impossible, that they could have icit any of my country committed to my bands,' it 
thing like shame or sorrow at giving up their is my duty so to employ that priwer as to 
fleet upon the conditions proposed by us. prevent every thing which manifestly tends 
The ministers took the ground of necessity, to its subjugation, lei who will suffer from 
evident from notorious circumstances; and my exertions. And this is no new 
upon this ground, whieh they should have *' rality.** It is morality as old as the hdls 
taken at the lit st, the plain common sense of and the valleys, it is a niorajity which must 
the country and of niaakind is with them, be adopted ; or, we must confess that there 
It was well to make known U) the country, are certain political evils greater than that of, 
facts which were not boloregenerally known j seeing one’s country conquered, 
and this has now been done ; but, it was. If as I mins ter, 5th Feh, 1808. 

at no time, proper to lay any stress upon 
secret’* information, because that was sure i h e l a n n, a s i t i s. 

/T- cx/ite doubts as to the great pleaof neces- Vindkx, Letter III. 

^fiity. Some of those, who insist, that this Sir, — If there be any case, in which, 
is a new system of morality, upon which more than another, it behoves those, who 
we are acting, may, probably, he sincere ; venture to state an opinion, to satisfy their 
but, I w'ould ask any one of those genlle- own minds perfectly of the justice of their 
men, whether, if he had, in the course of a impression, it is that, wdierein^their opinion, 

year, seen Sweden invaded through the if adopted and acted upon, would be deci- 

mcans of Denmark; a hostile fleet lying in siveof the happiness or misery of millions.of 
the ports of Norway, and another in those their fellow creatures. Yet, so indisposed or 
of Sweden, he w’oiild not have cursed the incapable is the bulk of mankind, to under- 
imbecility of those 'ministers, v^ho waited take or exercise this important function of 
patiently, to see Napoleon cflect an object, intellectual and indetpendent beings, that 
so dear to his heart ? Milth has been said there is no imposition too gross, no error too 
about the consequence of the future hatred flagrant, not to obtain the countenance and 
of 'the Danes towards ns. The hatred of a support of the ignorant and unreflecting, 
•nation, I allow, is not to be wantonly pro- The facility of being deluded is the preroga- 

voked ; but, will any one pretehd, that it is tive of the vulgar and unlettered ; and whilst 

possible for any future hatred of iJie Danes there are dupes there will be impostors, 
to produce acts more hostile to our weJfere, Even those who are fully competent to forpf 

than those of which Denmark has been a judgment, are the automatons of habit, 


guilty for the last thirty years? In what 
way is the hatred of that nation to operate 
upon us ? In the \vay of war to be sure,* 
Well, then, as I have, upon a former occa- 
sion, clearly shewn, they have availed them- 
selves of every opportunity of proving us 
the existence of this hatred for the period 
pbove mentioned, without having recently 
dfscovered, in any part of their conduct, 
tile slightest inclination to amend their 
'Ivays. flut, in taking a final leave of 
ifhis subject (for it is now pretty well ex- 
j^Usted,) I bog leave to rei^at. that if | 


fluence, or association, unless where their 
own immediate interests hang upon the re- 
sult of their decision. Public measures aro< 
of wide operation, and comparatively distant 
consequences; and, unless their eflects be 
locally felt, or faithfully exposed, the gene- 
rality of*the people seldom bestow a thought 
upon them. This is more particularly tho . 
case, when the interests of remote parts only 
of the empire are at stake, and the exlsteno#^ 
of habitual prejudices adds to the faedity hr- 
popular delusion. Weak men with hea^HH) 
imaginations, and wicked men with.factious 





objects are equally ready to prcmicte their 
respective purposes, by stimulating the very 
•worst propensities of tlie unthinking part of 
the community. No part of the empire has 
suffered, in this way, so much as Ireland, 
because no part has been so uniformly ira- 
daced,tnisreprescntL‘d, and condemned, ei- 
ther in the whole or in pait, by alino'^t all of 
those, who have undertaken to give to the 
British public an idci of its actual situation. 
Wc have had bigots ot all sects, and p lrtl^ans 
of all factious, amongst the labourers in this 
departnuMit ; but, horn the gross misstate- 
tnenti in parlirimt'nt, do'vn to the unblush- 
ing ignoranct and t hiuiilery ot the wretched 
pamphlet by Mi. John Buul s, there has 
liot been any st.'il(Mncnt nwidi to tlu- public, 
ibunded upon a compndKMHive cont «q)tioM 
of the rmI extent of lush giievaiicc., and 
the absolute necessity ofndt quate redie'^s — 
In judging of the actual of Inland, it 
Mrould be absurd to aj)pl\ .my staiulaid, hy 
which the circumstaiucs ol an) oihci roun- 
fry are usually estimated. Free without the 
benefits ot the constitution, eommercial 
without the possession of capital, and agii- 
cultural ill spite of every clisctniragement, the 
state of that country dcties all parallel or 
competition, lo be justly asccrtaimd, it 
most be estimated as it is, without refeience 
to any other country j and the investigation, 
that is to lead to any ♦general result, must be 
conducted with a view to the interests of the 
people, and not for locql, partial, oi party 
purposes. The great and immediate cause 
of the distresses of Ireland is the want of ca- 
pital; the intermediate cause, which pro- 
duces that want of capital, arises from the 
frequent disturbances, interrupting the pub- 
lic tranquillity, and endangering the indivi- 
dual security of the inhabitnits of that coun- 
try; and the remote dr ultimate cause is to 
be found in the high rents and the exti;^iva- 
gant exactions of proprietors, proctors, and 
middlemen. Tliis is the clymax by which 
we ascend to the true souice and origin of 
Jlrish calamities. I’he statement may be un- 
paktahle to the Iiish landlord.s, but it is not 
the less founded; and no one of them, in or 
out of parliament, will venture to contradict 
It. The fact is so well known to every one, 
in the slightest degree acquainted with that 
country, that it would require more biass, 
thAn Mr. Bowles has proved himself to pos- 
sess by writing on a subject, of whigh he i.s 
totally ignorant, to deny it. But, I shall 
proceed to examine the precise manner, in 
which these causes respectively act, and here 
yfe shall find, that, though by a regular ana- 
lysis of their operation and series, they'fol- 
in the oidcr, in whic)i I have placed 


them, yet such is the equality of their actipn 
and reaction, that they reciprocally produce 
each other and are produced. The want of 
capital acts in a variety of w^ays to depress 
the people, and retard the prosperity of Ire- 
land. Most of the multiplied sources of 
employment and industry, which afford sup- 
port and wealth to the population of other 
state®, are absolutely shut to the people of 
Ireland for w^aiit of sufficient means to pro- 
secute them with success or eflcct. Only a- 
single manutacture, and that confined to one 
province, diveisifies the l.ibours of the in- 
dustriciu classes. A country possessing every 
advantage of soil, cd climate, and of favour- 
able situation for ev^ery purpose of manutac- 
tiir.s and commeice, absolutely languishes iii 
a declining state, because it lias not the op- 
poituiiiry of developing its natural resources. 
The commercial jealousy of the English mer- 
cantile and niatiuf.icturing interests, at the 
commencement of last century, blasted the 
inanufactKiing prospects of Ireland, as if 
England could by the prosperity of 

that conntiy. * The piosent century opened 
with some pioapect of the extinction of that 
naiiow spint of monopoly, which construed 
the health of the extiemily, as the decay of 
the tuink. But it is in vain, that new pros- 
pects and a more auspicious feeling toward!^ 
Iieland pievciU, the defect of capital cramps 
its ev(M*) excition, and the unfortunate pro- 
pensity of its gentry to emulate the expendi- 
ture of their more affluent neighbours in 
this country, and theii consequent exactions 
from those, who hold under them, keep the 
seeds of discontent alive, and close the door 
against the intioduction of British capital. 
The industry of the people, therefore, is, 
and must be confined to the operatibns of 
husbandry and spjsculations in Ijod. Labour, 
like every thing else, which is to be pur- 
chased, must be similarly affected by the 
number and variety of markets, and the na- 
ture and extjpnt of the demand for it. When’ 
the vent is limited and the sellers nuinerbiia 
out of all proportion^ the price niuit sink, 
and the cbmpetitiorfwill be, not who shall 
gain most, ' but who shall lose least by the 
sale. Indisp^sable necessity obliges the 
unioitunate man, who brings his labour to 
*maiket, to dispose of it at whatever it will 
fetch, because he has scarcely an alternative ' 
l>ut iuemechable want and starv'ation. But 
tliemieasure of his suffering does not end 
here. The same oveiflow of the market, 
that reduces the price of labour, enhances 
the rent of lands, and extends to the other 
extreme the sources of popular grievance. 
Many bidders produce high prices, and avari* 
cious proprietors take advantage of the 
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mtild to to tMt exotstioili. To this it 
msy bo answered^ that the oadertakiog is 
volumary on the part of hira, who rents 
land, and that the propiietor has a tight to 
dispo^ of bis property to the bej>t advantage 
But bow can that be voluntary, \\bich is the 
iruitof dire and inevitabJa nccebsity Ihe 
labourer must come into any ti rnis, oi be 
destitute of the meins ot subsiiitence tor his 
family The hnd! rd nnqatbtionabi) Ins a 
right to dispose of Ins land on the most id 
vantngeous tt^rnis, but as unquestionably he 
IS bound m justice to laise the piiu he 
pays foi libour in the sme pioportion, lh t 
he adds to the amount of rt nt lor * s J in l 
Thus between the overdnigcsof the land 
proprietors and mddlemen, and tlit undi r 
rates of labour, the pool ind oppressed pti* 
saiitiy aie scarcely able to piocuie a wretch- 
ed subsistence, bereft of nuny of the ntcfs* 
Sanes, and totally destitute of any of the 
comforts or tonvenieticies of life It should 
in this place be observed, that the aguciiltu- 
ral laboureis aie not the s*)le sudeieis from 
these esuses. All the uorkifllj chsse*» in 
Ireland, t\ccpt in the cities and orcat towns, 
are cultivators, and consequeiiily seveiel) 
affected by the extravagant rents demanded 
for lands The uncei taint y of i mployment. 
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ftom me pnoo pf spy one or two o|f theso 
be faitod, it must follow, that thpre a cor* 
respondent reduction in the price of the re* 
mauling component parr oi parts of the pripp 
of provisions Thus, within the last thirty 
jeirs the lents of lands have been trebled to 
the f irmers, and quadrupled to the peasant* 
rv, whilst the price of libour has scarcely 
ahuictd OK? toiirth, md the price of every 
matfinl ne(t'.s''iy to culti\ Uion has been 
trebleci , so tS it, il the pi ice of prot isious haa 
titbkd V, ihin t’nt period, as it undoubtedly 
Ins, It niu‘*t be ob\ ous, tint the fainiei is 
iidemnifud foi the idv nice of his rent by 
th ' proportion Ue »dv inr e in the pi ice of hia 
pi I hue but lint tlic gi u miss of the peo- 
ple i*. subjected to ticble the bu then as to 
provisoiis, ind qindiUjde the oppiession aa 
to un(», whilst thuii nic ins have lecciied 
only a fnction il i Idition of one fou lh, or 
it most on( h ill, dm in , the ) ist thiit) } ear^. 
ihis point IS su riptiblL. ni aiiihmcticai ile* 
inonsti It ion J{ we siq | ( c the puce of Ja- 
boni thirty }e 11 N icm to Ji no bet n os four, 
lul (hit thcpiodiue of his labour was, at 
tint t me, amquit- to the nHintcuancc of a 
pc IS ml s fund} , wt m ly ck signate the pnep 
of piOMsions or the rent of lands, at thd 


^d the ambition of being indcpendant of 
market for sustenance, ni tke them sub- 
mit to any terms, in order th it they might 
have the means of msing produce for their 
own consumption The practice, therefore, 
IS geneial, when possible, amongst the poor- 
er classes in Irel md, < f tilling a certain por- 
tion of land for tne support of their fami- 
lies In all the acts of the legislatuie, foi 
securing the rights of landlords or teinnts, 
• and regulating their respective inteiests and 
claims, there is no provision whatever to be 
found, that includes, within its protecting 
operatibn, this most numeious and oppiessed 
class qf occupants An abolition oi com- 
mutation of tythes would not aifoid ichef to 
them, unless some effectual measures should 
be taken, to shelter them fiom tlie exactions 
of the land pi oprietors a nd middlemen The 
tenure, by which the/ hold, is universally 
annual, and, if we may judge of the futqie 
by the past, there is too much reason to 
cbdclude, that, so far as their inteiests are 
concerned, the removal of the burthen of 


same pciiod, by the same numerical deno* 
minator four The present price of provi- 
sions, of labour, and the rent c f lands let to 
the peasantrj will be clearly ascertained, by 
applying the piopoition of their respective 
augmentation to this*common (^nominator. 
The lesnlt is, that 1 iboui , increased one half 
at most, IS now as s \ provisions trebled as 
twelve, and rents qu idi upled as sixteen So 
that, taking the avei ige of rent and piovi- 
stons at fourteen, the dispiopoi tion, between 
the labourer s neccbsary expenditure and his 
moms, IS nearly as two and a half to one, 
Uiidei such circumstances, it w ould appear 
impo5*siblc for him, to subsist himself and 
nis family by his laboiii , and the fact would 
be «o, if the possession of a small portion of 
land, to laise produce foi their support, did 
not enable him to compensate for the low • 
price of his labour, and the extravagant rent 
of ^e land, b) the intense and incessant ex- 
ertions, with which he cultivates it, both be- 
fore and after bis daily work Tins state- 
ment alone will sufhee to refute the calum- 


tytbes would not be attended with any ma- 
tjsorud advantage.— The comparative cheap- 
nCM of provisiQDB is, in general, an indica- 
tjam of nascent wealth and grovf mg prospe- 
rity, In general it is so, but in this particu 
W 0810 it IS otherwise. The price of provi- 
sions is compounded of the price of®the la- 
bpur, land, and inatonaisj employed m their ] 


nies, so commonly circulated and believed of 
the lush peasantry, that they are idle, indo* 
lent, and lazy When engaged in the busi- 
ness of then landlords, or rather task mas- 
ters, who are anxious to get as much and pay 
as little as they can, they unquestionably 
not display as much alacrity and effort, as 
when working for tbemselves. It is not m 
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human nat{)re to be recbntited to such an 
inequafity hf e]|;action arid consideration. 
^ The wretched peasant, therefore, docs not 
* feel scrupulous of withholding some portion 
of bis^full and competent services, under a 
firm conviction, that, how low soever he 
may reduce the amount of his labour, it will 
atill be far more than an equivalent for the 
remuneration, which he is to receive. It is 
not the peasant, tlicn, that is lazy, but his 
omployar, that is oppressive; and the reason 
^wby the former always is supposed, when 
the latter ought to be the impression, is, 
because the characters of both aie uniformly 
taken from the representations of those, who 
think they have an interest in concealing the 
real state of the case, because they would 
otherwise become self-accusers. — advo- 
cates of the abolition of the slave trade con- 
stantly argued, that the indolence, imputed 
to slaves, was a consequence ot their unhappy 
condition. If these very Inimaiie gcniL- 
men had given themselves the trouble to 
' examine, but aUjjerficially, into the stam and 
circumstances of the Irish peasantry, who 
are accused of the same ineitness, they 
would have found root»\ for the excicise of 
their philanthropy amongst a population, 
nominally free, but qctnaliy subjected to all 
the miseries of bondage. They would have 
perceived, that the imj)utcd quality was but 
a consequence of the reaction of a reasoning 
principle atainst outrageous oppresMon, and 
they would Jiave been encouraged to engage 
in (Jie Jaudjbicj woi k of redress, by the ani- 
mating prospect of procuring cuintoil fi)i ‘•o 
many millions of iJieir fellow freemen and 
.subjects. Jij truth, and in fact, the condirn n 
of the slaves in the Wlsc Indies, except in 
1 ho sentimental consciousncs.s of freedom, is 
par.adise, compand with the .situation of the 
unfortunate peasants of Iieland. I uv thoiigh 
debarred of the actual enjoyment of tlmt first 
blessing of man in his civil state, liberty, 
the}*’ po.’»sess all the .substantial comforts, that 
can be procured from \\s exercise, in their 
j spherp. Well did, wdl fed, well lodged, 
stud amply provided with every necessary 
rare and attendance, they, unhappy as a con- 
dition of slavery njnst be, are yet exempted 
from those anxieties and alIiiction.s, which 
the vicissitudes of seasons and the revolutions 
property' ordinarily bring upon their own- 
ers. Whatever may be the circu instances 
of the planter, his slaves, as a mo.^t v.alusble 
part of his property, must be properly attend- 
ed to. The contrast betw^^en their situation 
and that of tt^ peasants of Ireland, may be 
“^mply, thou^ summarily, de.scribcd, in the 
negative enumeration of negro comforts and 
accommodations. Badly, or rather scarcely 


clad, ill fed, and worse loc^, . dep«nitidt 
Upon his own means alone for every neces* 
sary to restore health or sustain life, and ex« 
posed to all the hardships of a state of slavery 
without any of the advantages of a state of 
freedom, *the Irish peasant drags on a miser- 
able existence, embittered by intolerable 
practical burthens, and incapable of allevia- 
tion by the cofnmunication of any political 
rights. — What lias been stated above renders 
it scarcely necessary to pursue this subject 
further ; yet it will not be amUs to add ano- 
ther illustration of the amount of the sufferT 
ings of ,thc mass of the people of Ireland. 
Thf^ population of ilu-it country is now ascer- 
tained to be about five millions. Protestant 
bigots will state it to be less, as Catholic bi- 
go'is Will perhaps represent it greater ; but, 
however it may suit the forruvr to extenuate, 
or the latter to exaggerate the fact, for the 
purpose of decrying or enhancing theCatho- 
iic claims, public documents and political 
calculation, prove, the population of Ireland 
to exceed millions of souls. Upon these 
grounds therefore, 1 take its population at 
live millions; rind, as in this inquiiy we 
have nothing to do with sects or factions, I 
.shall, nccoruiiig to my former g'^and distinc- 
tion, consider tlial population as composed 
of two descriptions of persons, the oppres- 
sors, and those, that are oppiessed. in the 
former are incJiulecl all tlie land proprietors 
boili absentees and ivsi dents, and all the va- 
rious dciiominalions and classes of popular 
scourges, llie niiddkmen j in the latter the 
wliolc mass (>f the labonring poor ; and I 
have reason to assume the number of the 
loriner at one million, and that of the latter 
at four. Now, howover arxident, or good , 
foitunc, or unusual means from rare success, 
may enable some out of this vast number oc- 
casionally lo vary ilndr regular course of 
diet, the great staple of their support consists 
of pnratoe.s. 'I'he average consumption of 
potjuoe.s in a family of six persons amounti 
to twenty stones in six days, or twelve hun- 
dred and twenty stones in the year. The 
average produce ofaq acre of land in culture 
for potatoes is eighty- two barrels of twenty 
stancs each. From those averages of pro- 
duce and con'^iimption wc shall find the con- 
sumption of thew'hgle four millions of peo- 
ple to be forty millions and six huudredl 
thousand barrelfi, and the quantity of land 
netL'Ssary to raise that pru^luce to abo^t 
five himdred thousand acres. It will, hfl! 
doubt, be objected, that some portion of 
description of persons consume oftier kjltdii 
of food, and consequently less of that, 
is assumed, as the great staple of tWefr sup- 
port. But, though' that fact be admitted/ if; 
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can bare no material the result 

just staled, nor upon that which is to follow. 
The average rent> paid, for potatoe land, by 
the ^bouring poor, is much under-stated at 
six guineas per acre per annum, and the 
average rent of their cabins far exceeds two 
guineas per annum, whilst the average 
charge for tythes is at least fifteen shillings 
per acre. I’he result of these averages, 
which, I challenge any man of Ireland to 
Question, is that four millions of the Irish 
nation raise a subsistence, such as it is, and 
God knows how miserable their fare is, for 
themjclves from five hundred thousand acre» 
of land, for which, and tythes, and the 
^ wretched hovels, they in general have to 
dwell in, they pay by their labour alone 
to theit* oppressors of all denominations, 
the enormous sum of five million two 
hundred and ninety thousand pounds, Irish 
currency, annually ! ! 1 liCt the land proprie- 
tors and middlemen, who, in prosecuting 
their selfish objects, represent themselves as 
the people ot Ireland, reflect upon this 
fitatement auvl invalidate any it tin of it they 
can j let theiu state, if they dare, or shew, if 
they are able, that the clergy, who are by 
Jaw entitled to one tenth of the produce of 
the land, in demanding little more than one 
lentil of the rent, exacted for that land, arc 
to be considered as the oppressors of the 
people; let them ask themselves tliis tre- 
mendous question, whether a population so 
oppressed can be wedded to theip privations, 
or dread a change ; and if, after this process, 
they shall persevere in bringing a case be- 
fore parliament, lot them take care id pre- 
sent themselves in a character free of suspi- 
cion, and with such a representation of the 
real grievances of their country, as may lead 
to a radical and complete investigation of its 
actual^ituation, and terminate in such mea- 
sures, as the wiidom of parliament may re- 
•comrnend for the comfort, tranquillity, and 

happiness of the whole nation. 1 am. Sir, 

Jic. — ViNDEX* London, Jan, 26, 1803. 

^ PERISH COMMERCE." 


Spence end you ire 6ropihion,^^that 
is ind^'endent of commerce, becairse 
merce creates no wealth, or at least 
worth noticing; but, Mr. Spence makes # 
distinction (a very proper one in my tpinioQ) 
betw'etn the wealth, and the prosperity of 8 
nation ; and says, that, though a nation may 
be w'ealthy without being prosperous, it can- 
not be prosperous, w'ithout, at the same 
time, growing wealthy : it is, therefore, in- 
cumbent upon you and Mr. Spence to shew, 
not only, that commerce creates no wealth 
directly, but also that it does not promote 
the prosperity of the nation, before you caa 
decide that the nation is independent of it* 
Mr. Spence affirms that manufactures create 
no w'eahh ; but at the same rime, he attri- 
butes to manutactures the flourishing state of 
agriculture, whence all wealth, according to 
him, is derived ; for what reason, therefore, 
he should not have attributed to commerce 
a stimulus of a similar kind, I am at a loss 
to guess; since, 1 think, it may be clearly 
proved, that, both commerce and manufac- 
tures act upon agriculture, in the same way, 
and that commerce affords, at least as much 
eucouragerneiit to agriculture, as manufac- 
tures do, because it not only promotes agri-' 
culture directly, but also encourages manu- 
factures, vvliich, by Mr. Spence’s acknow- 
ledgment, extend agriculture. Thinking; 
therefore, as I think, that commerce encou- 
rages agriculture in both the above w^ays, di- 
rectly and indirectly, I cannot say that I am 
one of those enlightened persoift, who feel no 
joy at a new market being opened to our 
manufactures ; or that I can see any lar^ 
branch of our commerce cut off, or in con- 
sequence of it, a considerable manu^cture 
destroyed, and the manufactnrers turned out 
of employment, without some degree of 
pain. It seems to me, Sir, that if a new 
market be opened for our goods, an addi- 
tional spring is given to our manufactures, olr 
our agriculture ; and that, on the contrary, 
by cutting off any part of our export trade, a 
check is given to both But, Mr. Spcnc^ 
makes another distinction, which is between 


Sir,- -If the subject of commerce be 
not grown too stale for your Register, (it*is a 
fsgbject, I hope, that will be long interesting 
to Britons) I beg leave to send you a few ob- 
servations, upon the new doctrine, promul- 
' gated by you and Mr. Spence, ^ that Britain 
is independent of commerce.’ Amidst four 
.numerous correspondents, I have not seen 
^ any who have attacked your principle, al- 
'^thoiigh it seems to me to be not very defen- 
" I come, therefore, if not in due sea- 
1^, in dis order, to storm the citadel, affer . 
^WOTitwbrits have been daniigcd.— Mr. 


goods of more or less value, and says that 
commerce obtains for us luxuries in ex- 
change for more valuable commodities. Mr. 
Spence, himself. Sir, lays it down as an 
axiom, that (he prosperity ef a nation con*, 
sists in expenditure, not in parsimony % and 
it is evident, that if consumable articM, 
wine, tea, tobacco, or even Mr. Spenii^V 
new luxury, nitrous oxyd, be imported in 
exchange for our linen, and our hardwa re, 
the export of our manufiictured goods idly 
go on increasing, year by year, fpt ever : and 
I should think It was equally evident, if wp 





hoarded up our wooltcps ^nd our hardware, 
or exchanged theth for ftAtiau tnarble, or for 
American, bars of gold, that in a short time 
jwe should hare none of our own goods, or 
more [{garble or gold bars, than we should 
know what to do with, or that thej' would 
be of no value, because nobody would buy 
them. Mr. Spence says, that the land pro- 
prietors ought to spend their rents for the 
goddof the nation, that lui'uries offer, and 
ought to olfer inducements to them to spend 
thwe rents ; but, that he means home made 
luxuries: now, is it not the same thing, 
Sir, with respect to encouragement to the 
'ndanufacturer, whether the rents of the na- 
tion be spent in tobacco, and paid from Ame- 
rica to our manufacturers for tlicir goods, or 
whether the money be paid by the land- 
holders for goods immediately to the manu- 
facturers ? But, here Mr. Spence and you turn 
upon me and say, then the connnercc is u.sc- 
lesa, cut it off, or Jet the landholders buy the 
goods of the ma nil fact urers: and, I agree, 
that this would answer exactly every pur- 
pose, if the landholders could be induced to 
purchase the manufactures; but, unluckily 
they are already supplied with as much 
woollen and hardware as tiicy want : let the 
manufacturers then, say you, be employed 
about something that the landholders do 
want. Now, it lies upon you and Mr. Spence 
to show what these articles are wlilch the 
consumers will want, and which the manu- 
focturer.s can supply : for my own part, I be- 
lieve, it will^be found, ^that no such articles 
can be supplied at home to the same extent 
that commerce can supply them ; and, if 
80 , it being necessary, that the land proprie- 
tors should spend their rents, that luxuries 
should offer inducements to them to do so; 
that the more luxuries are offered, the great- 
er the inducement ; that home manufactu- 
rers cannot offer so many or great induce- 
ments, as manufactures and foreign com- 
merce together can oftcr, it follows that fo- 
reign commerce is necessary to the prospe- 
rity of the country ; the conclusion is ineyi- 
Hable ; and it must not be forgotten that, as 
Mr. Spence states, • for the constantly pro- 

* gressive maintenance of the prosperity of 

* -the comrruinitjjr, it is absolutely requisite 

* that the ciass of land proprietors should go 
' on progressively increasing their expendi- 

* ture.’ It lies therefore, upon you and Mr. 
Spence to show, how the fortunes of 
j|SlO,000 and of ^20,000 a year in this 
conntry, can be spent home manufactures. 
"At page 58, Mr. Spence supposes an ob- 

«i^tion to be alerted, ‘ that although com* 

* morcedoeA not increase the wealth of foe 

* QAtibp \\ may do it indirectly j | 






but tbe^t^^eliiQO. of wealth by com* 
* merce is the opinion here controverted/ 
says Mr. Spepce. But, here. Sir, I should 
think, that Mr. Spence must have forgotten 
the title of his book, because Britain's no 
more independent of commerce, if com- 
merce increase her wealth indirectly, fban 
if it did so directly ; and, in order to prove 
that Britain is independent of commerce, it 
must be shewn that commerce docs neither 
the one nor the other; or, at least, that 
Britain can do equally well without it ; 
which, I apprehend has not yet been proved. 
Mr. Spence says, that it is in consequence of 
the consumption of so great an amount of 
foreign comtnodiries in this country, that 
there is so great a consumption of our ma- 
luifacture.s by ibielgn nations; apcl, who 
ever doubted this fact ? But if this consump- 
tion of our manufactures by foreign nations, 
in consequence of our consumption of fo* 
reign commodities, adds as much to the 
Wealth of the nation by stimulating agricul- 
ture, if tliat wdallh had been created by 
commerce,^ (there lies the difference, a^d 
what does *t signify, u hence the wealth '^is 
dciivod? If (according to Mr. S.) the land 
of the country produce ^’120 millions a year, 
and a sixth part of the population be em- 
ployed ill producing it, that sixth part of iIm 
population will consume 20 millions, and 
theie will remain one hundred millions, one 
half of which is exported in some shape or 
other, and the remaining half is expended by 
the manufacturers for home consumption : 
on this slate of the case, I cannot perceive 
why the nation is not indebted for its pros- 
peiity, as much to the 50 millions exported 
by commerce, as to the 50 millions consumed 
by our home manufacturers; and, it appears 
to me, that the nation is more prosperousj 
not by 4 or 10 millions at most, as Mr. S. 
states it, which may be gained by trade (and 
which, I believe, is not gained atall) butbythe 
whole 50 millions exported in our produce^ 
or manufactures. — But, say you, the nation 
can do without commerce, because com- 
merce is only an exchange : here the money 
is, ani it may be applied directly to the 
maintenance of the manufacturers, if the 
land proprietors chuse it. The manner in 
which this money is to be. so applied is the 
case in point. Supposing any great check 
to the export of our manufactures, you do 
not suppose, that the land proprietors (or 
rather the home consumers whoever they 
be) will immediately buy the prpduce of tb6 
manufacture. No ; for I remember in 
number of your Rqpster, that you 
the manufacturers to be thrown ouf of , 
ploymonti and propose that/ ttu^sh^ 






here Mr. 
* the pro- 
M al Wys in pfopor- 
^ tida to the OonKitSets, and that not one 

* acre morO can; to cultivated, until the 
-* number ot ntanufhcturers shairincreaseJ 
Mr. Spence, in obviating this difficulty says, 
that * we have the remedy against any great 

* checK to our manufactures in our own 
^ hands, and that it is only for us to spend 
^“the money, which we before trer/ed in to- 
' bacco, in a new coat or two a piece, to the 

* encouragement of our own home manu> 
. ' factures, and all is well again/ Mr. 

Spence, Sir, is I dare say a very sensible 
man, and of your understanding, Mr. Cob- 
bet t, no one, 1 believe doubts ; it is lament- 
able thefi to see how far sensible men may be 
driven aside by a favourite system. It is an 
obvious question to a«ik Mr. Spence, and it 
is wonderful he should not have asked him- 
self the question, who is to oblige, or what 
motive is to induce the consumers of this 
country to purchase a coat or t^o a year, or 
aqy othef sort of our manufacuires more 
than they want. Mr. Spence says, man is 
naturally selfish, and we w^cll know, that 
selfish persons are to be acted upon only by 
selfish considerations. Mr. S. must know, 
that it is not his profusely saying, * if wo are 
such slaves to our appetite, we prove our- 

* selves unworthy of existence as a nation,* 
that will make men in general spend their 
money in two coats, when one is sufficient, 
instead of in those luxuries, to which, they 
have been accustomed most : as if Mr, S. 
was conscious that this plan would not suc- 
ceed, he adds in the next page, that goveru- 
itaent should interfere, and employ the idle 
manu&cturer in making roads and new canals ; 
upon which then, you observe, ' that they 

* mightjust as well be employed in throw* 

* ing stones at the moon in which senti- 
ment I fully agree with you. But, besides 
that their work would be useless, alas! 
Mr. Cobbett, I believe, you and 1 shall think 
them hard times, whenever our manufactu- 
rers shall apply for assistance to government. 
But, Mr. Spetice, perhaps, putting this con- 
sideration out of the question, (for I am nf>t 
acquainted with his political sentiments) 
tnay say, ' still here the money is 3 it is not 
' msnt abroad for wine or for tobacco, and if 

our manufacturers cannot be employed by 
it; at least they may be maintained ; aAd 
the money may be raised, as all money for 
government is raised, by taxes.’ Upon ibe 
ft!tpp 08 tlion then, and this is the fair sup{X)- 
sirito> Baonapart6 succeeds in annihila- 
ting our commerce, all our manufacturers 
efil^oyed bn' goods for foreign consumption 3 


alt ouV Mitien emplojred in , 

in iinpofiitig Wba( we purchase whht, 
must be mainUtned by govennhedt, or 
, their parishes. Now, Sir, I ask Mr.Sp^^^ 
j and you, or any other men ofunderst^di^, , 
whethea in their opinion, in such a state of 
things, manufactures and agriculture would 
flourish ; or, whether, on the contra^, ma- 
nufactures would not diminUh, agriculture 
would not decline, rents would not fail, and 
such a scene of distress and misery ensue in 
this country, as the stoutest heart in it would 
fear to look upon? Desiring you, or Mr.. 
Spence's answer to this question, I take my, 
leave of you for the present, and subscribe 
myself, your obedient servant,— F.—— /an, . 
22, 1608 . 


'' PERISH COMMERCE. 

Sir,— When I first perused the ex- 
tracts from Mr. Spence’s Britain Indepen- 
dent of Commerce,” which were inserted la 
your Register, and the remarks made by you 
thereon, 1 entertained the same opinion as , 
yourselves that national wealth is neither 
created by manufactures, nor is derived from 
foreign commerce ; but, having read the 
work itself, and having given , the subject ^ 
more mature reflection, my opinion is very 
much altered 3 and tlnmgh 1 now think that 
agriculture is by far the most productive of 
the three branches, yet I do not agree with 
you that there is not any national wealth 
created by manufactures, nor that there is 
not riiiy addition to the national* wealthy de- 
rived from foreign commerce. Tl>e doctrine 
you contend for, appears to me to be sup- 
ported by erroneous positions, fallacious reai- 
soning, and unwarrantable deduct ions, which 
as far as they relate to the position that no 
wealth is derived from luauuf.ictures, ' it is 
my intention by the present communication 
to attempt to controvert. It is stated that 
the rent which the tenant pays to his land- 
lord out of the proceeds arising from the 
cultivation of his estate, and the surplus pro- 
fits which remain to himself are wealth ad- 
ded to the national stock ; but that no such 
wealth is produced by the profit of the mas- 
ter manufacturer, nor by the wages of the 
^common manufacturer, (which it is truly 
stated do not amount to more than is suffi- 
cient for his bare snbsistcnc'e.) The rea- 
soning in support of this position that no 
national wealth is produced by the pioffi of 
the master manufaciurer is this. Tto 
** mas-ter manuflictuier may acquire riches, 

** but tilt* whole of his gains would be at 
'' the expence of the land proprietors, andT 
no addition w'ould be made to the nation- 
al wealth." And the following castf'is 
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^idduced as 4 detopustration. If a coach- 
" maker were to employ so many men for 
** half a year in the building of a coach, as 
that for their subsistence during that time 
be had 50 quarters of corn, and if we 
'' suppose that he sold this coach to a land 
proprietor for 60 quarters of corn, it is 
evident that the coachmaker would be ten 
quarters of corn richer than if he had sold 
it for 50 quarters, its original cost. But it 
is equally clear that the land proprietor 
** would be 10 quarters of corn poorer than 
if he had bought his coach at the prime 
cost/’ This being the case, the folli)wing 
remark is added. “A transfer then, not a 
creation of wealth has taken place, what- 
ever one gains the other loses, and the 


be a downright dan||;hi||.pi)^te 
he termed me in thatll^ 
master and journeymen iniiinfaomrdri tC 
they had not been employed in buildfing the, 
coach, must notwithstanding have mten^ 
and would in point of fact, have consumed 
the same quantity of food. In answer’ 
this, your correspondent says, to have eaten 
without producing something in return, 
would have been attended witJi a diminution 
of the wealth of the country. Now, I think 
it is clear that to eat upon any event, whe- 
ther upon the event of ])roducing something 
in return, or uj^On any other, will be produc- 
1 tiye of a diminution of w’ealth. And, I 
think it is equally clear, that if the manu- 
facturer must have eaten at all evetits, apd 


national wealth is just llie same.” Mr. 
Spence, in the passage which I have just 
quoted, supposes that the master manufac- 
turer derives his profit at the expence of the 
land proprietor, and that what the former 
gains the latter loses; but, this I entirely 
dissent from, and do contend that the latter 
has sustained no loss in parting with his 
corn, for he has got an equivalent in the 
coach in exchange for it. I say, Sir, an 
equivalent, for if the coach can be sold for 


have thereby occasioned a diminutioq of na- 
tional wealth, the coach w'hich he prbduces 
must be an addition to that wealth. K is‘t<y 
him as manufacturer the public is indebted 
for the coach, but it is not to him as manu- 
facturer that the public loses the food ^hich 
he consumes, for •-he would eat that food 
whether he \fcre a manufacturer or not. If 
the diminution of fwod were owing to tfta 
manufacture of thecpach, it might be then 
with reason contended that no accession of 


(to quarters of wheat, I maintain that it is 
worth that quantity. An article is worth 
just as much as it will sell for and no more. 
What other criterion is there to judge by ? 
Can you, Mr. Cobbett, or can iVIr. Spence 
point out any olher ? The labour of the 
workman, and the ^osthf the materials then 
amount to 50 (juavtcrs of wheat, and the 
coach i.s sold for (iO quarters of wheat, then 
there must obviously be a clear gain of 10 
quarters. It was stated by Mr. Spence, that 
the surplus profit arising tiom the cultivation 
of land, is clear gain after the cxpences at- 
tending the cultiv^iofi and the maintenance 
of the cultivator arc deducted. 'I'hen why 
is not the surplus produce of the coach 
equally dear gain. There does not appear 
to me to be the least dillerence between the 
two cases. In the one the value of the 
• corn, horses, cows, sheep, and other articles 
on the land depends on the price they 
will sell for. In' the other, the value 
of the coach depends on a similar con- 
tingency. 1 do, therefore, tivuk it is (jVnte 
dear that the profit which the-master manu- 
facturer derives from the manufacture of the 


wealth w'as produced by means of the manu- 
facture, not more so than if by entering a 
6 h()p and taking away 21 s. in silver, anef* 
leaving I guinea in gold in exchange, I 
should add to the wealth of the shopkeeper. 
Bnt as the diminution of the food is entirely 
distinct and independent of the manufacture' 
of the coach, this manufacture must ob- 
viously be a source of wealth, as much so as 
if I take the 21 s. from the shopkeeper in 
faxes, and pay him one guinea as a remune- 
ration for vending in his shop certain avti- 
dc.s of my property, this one guinea would 
be an accession to his w'eajth. To ascend 
to a much higher subject, but whiclrl can- 
not forbear noticing oa account of its stri- 
king analogy. The ocean loses its waters 
by evaporation, and is supplied by rivers, 
now as this evaporation is wholly uncon- 
nected with, and not occasioned by the ri- 
vers, ‘hose rivers are undoubtedly the souroe 
of«thc sea; and s» as the consumption of 
the manufacturers food is not occasioned by 
the manufacture of the coach, the manufac- 
ture of the coach U indisputably a source of 
wealth to the nation. Those are the obi^ef- 


coach is clear gain to the nation.^ And, 1 
think it will presently appear that the wages 
of the common workman are equally .so. 
Your corre.spondtMit Wroc, and my old anta- 
■M^ouist (I’he Game Cock as he modestly 
called himself in liis communication on the 
dytSiiniou of the but who has p.oved to 


vations which have presented themselves to 
my mind, in opposition to your doctrine th 9 ,t 
manufactures are not a source of wbalth .to 
the nation. I shall at present confine myself 
to this subject, and will on some future oc- 
casion enter into the consideration, of, 
and atlctnpt to answer the exceedingly (Ah.. 



MIJ JXBBUAjRY [«R 


jeotionabie mati;er 'wbifib I findjA Aiany 
other parts of Mr. Spdiicc's paAipW^t, parti- 
cularly that which relates to our foreign 
g)nrtmerce in both its branches of export and 
. fopdljt: G. Jan. 23, 1803. . 

PERISH COMMRROB." 

Sir, ^You observe in your strictures on 

comniecce, that foreign coinm^^rce does not 
produce wealthy and tlmt the manufacturers 
of Birmingham and Manchester mightbe bet- 
ter employed in cultivating the land. 1 am 
not a merchant, nor am 1 connected with 
manufacturers ^ but I have travelled through 
•some of the mining and manufacturiqg parts 
of England, and the following observations 
have occurred to me. If I am wrong 1 shall 
be happy to be corrected by your better 
judgrneot. — I believe I am pretty near the 
truth when I state that as much iron oie, 
art the mine, as would make a pound of iron, 
would hardly cost a half-penny, and the coals 
and lime-stone to flux it perhaps a half- 
penny more, or thereabouts.. The ma^ 
rials therefore to make six pounA of iron wc 
wifl say cost about six -pence, at the hiinc. Af- 
pjsr it has been fluxed, and gone through the 
' process necessary to reiulcr it malleable, it 
iis sent to Birniinglnm ; then it is made into 
steel, and of this steel the ingenious manu- 
facturers of that place make articles of the 
Value of J 500 and upwards ; 1 know dress 
swords have been madx* the rc of that value. 
But for the illustration ot niy argument, we 
will take the more model ale sum ot 
This sword , or whatever other aiticle ot the 
value of s£50, is exported and sold for tljat 
amount in a country pi educing cotton. With 
this sura we will assume that lOOOibs. cf 
cotton may bo purchased. This cotton is 
imported into England and carried to Man- 
chester, where, we will say, each pound i*. 
manufactured into articles of the value of 
10s. ; and it will be admitted that it may he 
fabricated into goods of much greater value. 
The lOOOlbs of cotton will therefore, when 
re-exported in a manufactured stale, pro- 
duce ^500. With this iSSOO, 10,000lbs. 
of cotton may be purchased and again im- 
ported into England. Now we have 10,0QP 
lbs. of cotton, which may be manufactured 
into, a thousand different things for the 
convenience and comfort of tlie rich as well 
as the poor of this country. Is not this real 
wealth ? And more truly so than either go^l 
qr silver } And what is it that has pi educed 
this wealth ? why the labour and ingenuity 
of our countrymen employed upon sixpence 
worth of iron ore and coals. What is it 
.Uiaty^s produced this ingenuity ? is it not 
c^cpKerce, and were coauncrce to perish 


woult} not this ingenaUy perish along wi^ 
it, and would not the towns of Birmingfaatl^ , 
and Manchester, wheie this ingenuity 
exerted to tlie greatest extent, be deserted! 
and perish also ? And how could you etn’* 
ploy their inhabitants in any other way so 
productively as this ? We now acquire the 
productions of the veiy best lands and the 
fruits of the labour of other countries by 
their industry at the forge and loom instead: 
of the St ..^nty crops which their labour would 
furnish if employed upon the sterile waste 
lands of England.— In your lucubrations on 
this subject I perceive that money, as a cir- 
culating medium, is excluded, and food sub- 
stituted, in Older, as it is said, to simpjify 
the question. But is this fair ? Is not the 
labour of the Englishmen employedon the iron 
of England as much the production of our 
country as the corn raised by the cultivation 
of the soil > And is not clothing a neces- 
sary of life as well as food ? Or take it in 
your way, and call food the only national 
wealth. Will not haid-ware, will not 
manufactured cotton, instead of wine awl 
tobacco which no doubt are superfluities, 
puichaie grain in foreign countrie> ? I con. 
tc'is I cannot answer these questions in suc- 
a manner as to enable me to accede entirely 
to the opinion which you ha\e snpporteh 
with your usual ability; and I therefore 
propose them not as'a disputant, but from a 
leal wish to have my doubts resolved. — I 
am aware that my -story of the sixpenny 
worth of iron OK- and^coah, may, bear some 
resemblance to that of thegiil and her bas- 
ket oj’ eggs ; but my iion oic is not as pe- 
rishable an article ; and, as I Insure my 
goods, I go upon better grounds than that 

unlucky peibonage. II. 24fA Jan. 

1809. 


. OFFICIAL PVPEUS. 
WrsTriMLiA, — King Jrromp\^ ProeJama* 
lion, dutt’d Coi^el, IJtk Der. 180/. 

We Jerome Napoleon, by the giace of 
God and the Constitution, King of West- ^ 
phalia, Fieiich Prince, iiLc. &c to our good 
and faithful subjects, and inhabitants of our 
kingdom of We.stphalia, greeting : — ^West- 
phalians, Divine Providence has pointed this 
•bera in order to re-unite your scattered pro- 
vinces under one august institution, together 
with neighbouring families though strangers 
to each otlyi . — I come to occupy this throne, 
prepared by victory, raised by the assent of 
tlie greatest powers bf Europe, founded on 
a title no less sacred, by your real interest. 
-^Too long has your country suflered from^ 
the prctbiiftions of families and the 
of cabinets you were exposed to aU lh» 
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yOur tou^oif ^ly realm the barren honotir kiiowk^tsndM, iAgf^Jat^fkg (fik rf 

afanneatf^lhefr names to treaties, in which /ohirory^ 1808. , . , y/ ^ 

nothing #ia overlooked but the well-being of Agreeably to the lett^ whrefa I hid the 

tb^ |#uple s^ho Inhabited them — flow wide- honour of addressing yea, under date of the 
are the results of the wars stirred 4th January of the present year, and in 
Upi^iMt the august bead ot ray house I It wdiicb I explained at large to your excellent^ 
Ufiarnntions that Napoleon has conquered $ the motives which induced me to sanction 
jsodeaefa of the treaties he has concluded, is liie sf'ndmg out of British merchantmen tp 
n Htep farther towards the end proposed by | the island of St. Catherine, provided that 
Bis mighty genius, of giving to entire na- their cargoes consist of articles hitherto re- 
Itonsa political existence, goveinment and ceived into the custom house of Portugal, I 
laws dictated hy wisdom, the establishment have now to request that you Vill be pleased 
to each oi them oi a countiv, and the dire- toordefthattheslnD-—— should be admitted 


itetfen hercalter of none in that deplorable 
nullity, in which they were equally unable 
either to steer clear oV war, and avail them- 
selves of peace. — Westphalians ! — Such was 
the issue of the battles of Marengo, of Au- 
llt^^rlitz, of Jena , siuii now is loi you the le- 
aiilt of the memorable tieaty ofl']]>>it. On that 
day youobcnineil tlie iirat of blessings, a cotui- 
tly. Far be now icmoved from your rccol- 
h^tion those scatte»*fd dominations, the last 
result of the feudal system, which prepared 
a master for each city j these different in- 
terests are now to form but one ; your mas- 
ter now is the law j your pi elector, the 
tnonarcli, who is to cause it to be respected : 
henceforth you shall have no other.— West- 
plulians, you have got a constitution adapt- 
ed to your manners and to your interests : it 
Is the fruit of the raedituionsof a gieat man, 
and of the txperieiice of a great nation : its 
principles are in unison with the present itate 
of the civilization of Europe, and are big 
with prospects of improvement, which will 
far overbalance the sacrifices which this new 
Older of things may impose upon some of 
you. You must, ther^ore, attach your- 
selves to It with confidence, since upon it 
rests your liberty and your proNperity. — In 
ascending the throne, I contracted the obli- 
gation of making you happy, and 1 will be 
EiUbful to It. I’he equaliiy of the modes of 
religion shall be maintained^, property as- 
stured and guaranteed. Thus shall there be 
established between me and my people an 
alhi^Dce of wishes and of interests, that shall 
never change. Westphalians, y^ur 88>ve- , 
reign henceforward relies on your fidelity 
end invtolehle attachment. 

BX.AZIX* Trade —C i^cii/ar L^te^from the 
Foritfguese Amtaisador to the Governor ^ 
the Ulond of Catherine^ and Condi* 


into the custom house of that island, the 
captain or master of which, (wtv> is the 
bearer of this letter), you will permit to un- 
lo.'id and ^ell his cargo, and give directions 
that no more duties shall be required of her, 
than were paid in Foftugal for the same 
ticl<^s ; and also that those duties should not 
be demanded unti^ he has sold and dispatch^ 
ed his cargo^ in every particular conforming 
to the practice of the custom house at LiibiM, 
— And as it may possibly happen that yo&r 
excellency may not yet find yourself authc^l s 
luecl to consent to the sale of such cargoq \ 

J earnestly request you that at all events yi 
will be pleased to allow that they should V 
landed and properly* warehoused, and that ^ 
you will order that the ships should moor 
ill that port, waiting there with their crews^ 
without molestation, until your ei^lleticy 
shall receive the instructions and Olrddrs bf 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent 48 this 
head. — ^Your excellency will observe, th^itbe 
bearer of this letter ought also to pfesefit you 
with the manifest of the darg^ confirmed 
by me, and the licence of the &itiab 
council j to fulfil the conditions of , 

your excellency will be pleased to qfder ftA* 
officers of the customs to deliver to«t|l8 
bearer a certificate of the regular dischei^e 
of the articles specified in sui3i manifest* 
Conditions.^^lst That al! merchantf 
ing to make adventures to the Braails 
outwaifing for the regulations of his 
highness, shook} be obliged to take 4 liedice . 
frbm the privy council, which will point oc|A 
the port that will be agreed on by bta exedp* 
lency Mr. Canning and me, and towbteh 
alone they must give bond to 
That every maMer, and every 

the usual bondi at this cuatoed Muab 
for the due delivery at t&e cUstont bqiiai lOf 
the said port, 

(To ie coaibntedj* 
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SUMMARY OP^POLTriCS. 

Coxii 46AIN8T SoOiR (oofttinudl fh>m 
pRgs M8).*— *-'WlM»t i wrote the article, 
bere referred to^ wbibd) ««• on M^ncsday 
last. I had not Men any of the advertise' 
menUi, which I have since Men, for meet* 
iugs in Mveral the connties to agree upon 

K titions against the bill, which >s about to 
brought intb jArKament for the purpose 
ofcaosiog Sugar to be used in the distilleries 
instead of (S>m. It was not till after my 
Roister was goue to the p,i«ss that I saw any 
of these advertisements i andi^t 1 could ea> 
idly perceive, that, t^hist the effect of pub- 
lications, Sowing tbrongb so many chan- 
nels, and at a rate so rapid, Ihe Register 
would stand no chance of succesaj I lhoo|^t 
it woOld be useful to write an address to^ the 
Froeholclers of HafnpshiK upon the subfect, 
which I did on Friday, and which addiessr 
sgt.}l a^ied lo every part of the country, 1 
CiWHedito bo inserted in nt many aew8]upers 
as ioenld, gtviogi tt a fair chance against the 
adveifiMJMStia and par^grapbii, which those 
MSnMpm were ctrcnlating upon the other 
«l4e'of^^es(iQh<^^<— This Address I shall 
now ioaect here, and shall then submit to 
the raddeir shtdi ffMidonal observations as ap- 
jMu: to (ne \o assist in the removing of 

Amt # crrof, wbehce fhe alarm of the 
and tithe-owners, and fsrmorS 




to tab Mtas^oiiaBas or BAMrsaisa. 

« 

Ai omeof yattrseh«»« 
I tglie the libcnt to nddrlMV yon hpon the 
sn^act of a biQ intenAMl to he shortly 
brnughf be^ parliament the tfUect 4f 
wl^ ^dohanse^OlliR’to be used {n t^ 
JCfe^«Rtw^ SnMeUMiandffMtlaHillMteB^ 
ivb^ U how therelnjaffed.-^ 
Ihsepoaay (Affeilbpatf# gentlemen,!^ i«* 

laliRn attbe dbathtogoftm^ 

Hi Iheafgactoit&ibhen 
..^t’viehim^lMMfhfettin thehabtr^ftm-' 
ffoHllHlintHnaif* laifeC<{tteitdte,«P«orn> 




It, 'in a SRtc of iw|«Mn4soof and Mcunty, the prospect 
an atticiolu eve totqo Baltie, dm view beCBMes lUeiuv 
of a siwrt'cmpt d nuMew, or a iret haitrest whbout 

r . * S 

I " — < iii»ii j »i > I al l t(ly 4 

Baltic against us, at tliesame timefhat the 
unjust and insolent demahds of America 
leave os no ground whCnoif Kf dwen^ npon 
a tiipplv of corn from that ctHintry/ills^i- 
dent, that, tmlets we can, in some tor 
other, add to me quantity of corn brbduced 
at home, we must, in proportion to'tte 
quantity 6f oorn paw imported, nperlence 
additional distress, if a' year Of scarcity shonld 
unhappily arrive. The truth of this conclu- 
sion every man admits, nod tho natron, with 
voice unanimous, exClaim, Let us, as we lov* 
our lives and hate tiie yoke of a conqueror, 
add to the quantity of the corn produced at 
home.—* Now, gentlemen, qne way of ad- 
ding, in effect, to the quantity of any thing, 
is, to obtain some other thing capable Of be- 
ing made use of In its stead. Thus, if a 
man's tnl-nips run short, he gives some cab- 
bages to his cattle, and does ihereby, in ^t, 
'add to bis quantity of thmips. tJpob this 
plain principle thplkn^'s ministers have the 
intention of brlMotfifbrWiltd the bill above 
described; apd,Ttisait, I sbdmd think, be 
evijlcnt to eV8r^ tdeni that, if we bring augsir 
from out colonm to sbpply thh place of m« 
corn now used iff the distilletiea, thdm wilt 
be in the country so much mote Com to he 
Used In the way Of food* 'si'hich is the vefy 
effect that wd are all sqtlttititHts to see pro* 
duced, and to produce which effhet the sitna* 
tioo Of our colomas and ohf obmmdmesss^dt 
this moment, ijq^lcflDwiedg^, on aH bawtt,, 
to be peculiatty favourable,— -Evident, 
however, as these tratby appear to me, and, 
as I think they wjll appear to you, a great * 
4tm>our has, by sqme> of the land-owners 
and eoro-dealets, raised agalbstthe lit* 
tended bill; the alarm of these gentlemen 
flidvliig; art of n sodden, diang^ its natur^; 
IVomadieMof a rspitfi^ ofeom, tht^beve, 
in ffte twinkh^ Of an eye, fallen into a 
}• dtead df the great tpleiM of com •, nod sdcm 
{ of them dswt, '1^, n 'the intended 
'diottld become a law, the jymuri wilf B|. 
cbmp haak/upts, be^oM, having lottenei 
' ttiadEetafer Aeir corn, their horn 

gmqpdiedi'rtHdi ihjs meee mtsoBN’ 
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than this reasonutg^ I do not remomber to 
have met with in the couraeuof my hie. 
What! is plentg the fermer's ruin ? Is alun- 
dance to be a souvee of oatioadl daugei ’ I& 
cheapness of corn the people’s curbe^ The 
farmer has poor-rates to pay as well as rent ^ 
enip you all well know, gentlemen, that he 
has more to’ pay in poor-rates when corn is 
dedtthkn when corn is cheap; yon know, in 
ftet, that the amount of his poor-rates keeps 
in exact proportion to the piiceoi corn; 
you know, also, that what is not given in 
times of scarcity to the labourer in increased 
poor-rates must be given him in inci eased 
wages ; you know further, that, if the far- 
mer sells his corn cheap, he fats his hogs 
cheap, he feeds his horses and cattle cheap, 
he keeps his servants cheap ; and, indeed, 
you^ who are farmeis, well know, fiooi bit- 
ter experience, that the greatest evil of your 
lives were the high prices of the years 1800 
and 1801, an evil which you feel to this 
hour, and which you will feel for many yeais 

yet to come. But, gentlemen, I beg you 

to consider the sweeping tendency of the 
piinciple, upon which the intended bill is 
objected to, which ptinci pie applies to all 
cases wherein an increase in the produce of 
corn takes pllice* According to this princi- 
ple, to improve the land already enclosed is 
an evil, because such improvement will cer- 
tainly add to the produce of the land; that 
increased produce wiU^s certainly lower the 
price of com (unless more mouths are found 
to eat It); to lower the price of corn is, ac- 
cording to the opposers of this bill, to ruin 
jtbe farmer; and, therefore, if we admit this 
principle, to improve the land already en- 
closed is an evil* And, gentlemen, what 
shall, then, be said, of new e^iclosures ? It is 
the genera! Opinion* that new enclosures 
^ause an addition to the quiintily qf corn 
produced ; It is the opinion of many of those 
Virho oppose the bill, that the way to prevent 
scarcity in England and Scotland is to bring 
large tracts of waste lands into cultivation, 
because, they say, that the quantity of corn 

E duced wotild thereby be made greater 
an it now is* Supposing this to be the 
case (and that no new mouths are created to 
cat such addition to the produciO the price 
of com will certainly be mwerti bj the new 
enclosures ; the lowering of the pripe o( 
corp will faere^g^n# according to the 
lers of the bill, ruin^ the farmer ; and, 
ibre, upon their principle, those new CikIo- 
* lures, which th^ themselves jr^resept as 
' being necessary to the salvaboii of the ooud« 
try, would be a gyeat natkuial ^il, Hie 
lights however, in wi^lch thejinmnjdsteiw 
these' genilecnen’s conductappears the m^ 


clearly, is this,;tbat, for a long seHet of yeois 
theydfSiye seen com brought intoEdgUo^ 
and Scotland from foreign countffies, wt ‘ 
having, in any one instance, comp) 
against it, as likely to ruin tbefitrmers. 
there is no foreign country that edn send u^ 
ony corn ; but our lands in the Weit Indies 
aie able to send us sugar that will supply the 
place of the corn that we used t04.get from 
foreign countries ; and, observe, that we buy, 
this sugai of our own countrymen, and pay* 
them m dax and wool and iron and tin and 
copper, all the natural produce of our own 
soil, whi^e the coi n which we drew from fo- 
reign counti ies was, for the greater part, 
paid for in gold and silver; and yet, Gentle- 
men, strange it ii to say, that the persons 
who oppose the intended Bill, who call 
themselves the friends of fi^ farmers, who 
quietly suffeied eight hundred thousand quar- 
ters of corn to be brought every year from 
foreign countries, would now fain persuade 
those same farmexs, that they will be ruined 
by the bringlTjg in of that which will supply 
the place of, at most, three hundred thousand 
quaiiers of corn, that being the full amount 
of what is used yearly in the distilleries. Nay, 
gentlemen, these same persons have no scru- 
ple to express their sorrow that the supply 
of foreign corn is cut off by the enemy, and 
their wishes that that supply may be again 
renewed ; just as if 800, OCX) quarters of torn, 
brought from abroad, would not lower the 
price of our com produced at home more 
than 300, OCX) thrown 'back from the distille- 
ries ; and yet, gentlemen, the o^sers of 
the intended Bill call themselves tne friends 
of the farmer. There may be some fanciers 
so easily misled, so completely blinded, as to 
believe this, and may carry their ftlly so far 
ns to be induced to join in a petttioci 
liament against a bill which are Idd 
will make corn cheap ; but, I trust thdt tha 
farmoi s ot Hampshire have 'too much good 
sensq to be so deceived; and that, at any 
rate, if the petjtion, which is talked of, ebC&ld 
be sermusly proposed, we, tiie freeholders in 
peeral, shall opt be so shamefully deficient 
m tbedoty we owe to ourselves, to the poor, 
and to oor cou^tiy, as to suffer U to be cor- 
ned, witbout such an opposition on our patt 
as shall convince the parliament^ that' it 
speiiks not the sense of the tounty.— *1 atp, 
icc, Ac/' • ^ 4 

It yr^s not until A(ter ti))a htjter was writ* 
ten, that 1 was infon^t thet^f. AMjcrpn 
Yovjap was one of the fdrjmtin, >ad 
beenm^emined bj^tbe committee that te* 
pprtbdjti favour of the iotended^bljlhtffP^ 
^that he eapressea h{jf decide^ opiniofiij^st 
the suffering ut sugar to be made thiq Of in 



^ IjifL. l tujdcr- 

5!ra»" itsc^ ewteiucd befpre tto com- 
fsioa gaire ^ii opinion on the letse 
-The i^ders of the Register wtU 
, that tny cdamns h^ve» of late, 
heen a good deal devoted to Mr. Young. To 
both the^ gentlemen, indeed i bat, first to 
Mr. Yotti)^ 1 had given it as my opinion, 
Ibat l^ngland (rpeaoing the whole of the 
^ kingdom! might exist, in safety and great- 
'|)ess, indtpenaent qf commerce, Amongst 
those who were of a different opinion, there 
were some who maintained, that we wera 
unable to grow' corn enough for| our own 
consumption. I replied, that, if commerce 
ceased, there would be more hands to culti- 
vate the land, and not more mouths to eat the 
corn.— '—Mr. Young, who was the most 
formidable of my opponents, took great 
pains to convince me, that, for years to 
come, we could not raise corn enough to feed 
ourselves. He showed, that w'e had been, 
importing for many ye^s last past, to the 
average amount of 2,0(X),0Qp of pounds 
sterling a year; he insisted, that there was 
no remedy but that of biinging the waste 
lands into cultivation by the means of a Ge- 
netal Enclosuie bill ; and, be ackTiowledged 
that (bis must necessarily be a work of time. 
— y— In short, this was what he said : impor- 
tation is now necessary $ to put a stop to the 
necessity of importation you must augment 
your domestic produce; to augment your 
domestic produce you must enclose new 
lands, but tbis will bo a woik of time — — 
Now, as Mr. Young desired to see more 
corn produced, and an importation, until 
^more corn could be produced, I wonder (for 
*1 have not yet seen his evidence) what ob- 
jection he could possibly have stated against 
the importation of sugar to supply the place 
'of corg. Mr Young tells us ; indeed be 

{ iroves to us^ that our average import of corn, 
br the last twenty-six years has amounted to 
iwo millions sterling ; what objection, then, 
tsould he have made against the importation 
of BUgdr, to supply the place of corn, to the 
aniount of about half a million a par ^ He 
was alarmed at the shutting of all the foreign 
corn ports- against us ; and he is now a/ofm- ^ 
ed^ apparently in a greater di^ree, at tbe^' 
opening of a pprt in our own cdlonies for 
something that will supply the place of parf 
of our corn.— Mr. (foo pagw 

501) took the pains ,to furnish mo with a 
Statement of the importation of corn for 
many years past. '‘'From !8tX) to 1801/' 
says lie, *' we have, on an avenigd Jn^onod 
" the enormous Quantity of ) ,447*5^ tjoar- 
ters yearly," of whetU only, T belfeve, ho 
tpeaos. 'X^n he proceoHs to a desciiptioo 


^ dans^rf we hm to 

the stopping up of the h 


, - the 

pOFliv' F^r the last ^40 years,^jlay^i 
we have bepn.egchangtog ootgmm 
odf silver for subsistence, apd now a 
" order of thingshai arisen. It is nW 
" longer a questk>Q of t^mmercial poUcy ^ 
no longer a matter of profit aW loss, wbo- 
‘'’ther the past 'system is to.be pursued. 
** However willing we may be to enru"** 
" other countries, to vivify the agriculture^ 
" and stiroplate the industry of other na- 
Uons, we shall not be permitted to pur* 
" chase the agricultural produce of , the cofi- 
tineot. AU the corn ports of Europe are 
" closed, and all the wealth of these idjnds 
" will be unable to purchase a supply of food 
from the continent. To such observation'^ 
as 1 have been addressing you, I have not 
“ unfreguently heard it remarked, " wheat 
'' is only about 70s. a quarter." So much 
the worse on every account ; the price is 
" too low to stimulate an increasing and 
" productive tillage ; this low price deceives ^ 
" us into a dangerous security. Eien sufa- 
" pose it to aiise wholly from a bountiful 
" season, and in nothing to result from the 
" present corn laws, still by next August or 
Sept, it will be all consumed, and Ihen a 
" month’s hard rain, or should mildew 
" blight our crops in one week, what will 
" be our prospect ? bow general will be the 
" distress and presmre of scarcity ? To what 
" country can we look for aid? ypon im- 
po^ frpm America we cadciot depend, 

" eviprif we continue at peace with the 
" United States. Thus, then, it appears to 
" me, that a due consideration of tbe,spb- 
" ject brings the painful conviction, that ‘ 
we rely upon foreigrt import to an ahrm^ 

" ing and da^erous extent ; that from an 
export of six hundred thousand quarters 
" of corn annually, we have gradually come 
to require an import of nearly a milHou 
" and a half of quarters; that in years of 
" scarcity we depend upon foreign supply 
for nearly a fifth of our consumption^ andi 
" that in ordinary seasons we depend upon 
" importation Jor a seventh part of our sui-^ 

" Jis^eace,"— Now, what practical pur- 
pose could tbis gectleman possibly have m 
view, but that of impressing our minds with 
the persuasion, that we should be in great 
danger from the cutting off of the foreign 
supply of corn,' and of stimulating us to an 
increase of our domestic production ? And 
yet, be is now alarmed, he now teels aSdin* 
tUffial alarm, because a measurer is ^ibo^t 
b^ adopted, that wdl introduce fyom^'cnt 
own colonies, annually, about o fifth par( a# 
muclt corn, in the ^hape of sugar^ as ^s^s b»- 
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fore introduced, ?rom foreign states in the 
shape of com ! In above inserted, 

1 took the average annual imppitation at 
ioOjOOO quarters} but, it appears fronn 
Mr. Wakefield's Statement, that it has-been 
Ji44J^500. of wheal only, during the last 
6 years. Have the farmers been'* ruined'* 
thereby? I^ave they found any waul of a 
W'arket ? Has not their corn borne a good 
price? Do they not drink wine? Do not 
their wives have their parlies ? Do not their 
daughters make a villainous noise upofi the 
. piano ? Well, then, if they have survived 
and even become luxurious in their living, 
tinder tins impoitation ot 1, 44 7 *500 quarters 
of corn annually, can Mr. Wakefield really 
fiCiT that they will he ruined now that 
300,000 quarters are to be impoited, in the 
shape of sugar, all the other channels of im- 
portation Ik mg completely stopped up ?— 
j^fr. WaKWielJ has another letter, winch 
will be found inserted in (Jie present num- 
ber. When 1 «aw Ins name at the bottom 
ot it, 1 expected to meet with some sa-- 
thsfjctoiy explanation upon the principal 
points of the subject j but, I must confess 
that I met with nothing but disappoiut- 
menf. — -He divides his matter under three 
heads. He considers the proposed bill, 1st, 
as to the claims which the planter has to its 
benefits, at (he expence of the farmer, 
npen the score of right ; 2ndiy, as it will 
aM.‘Ct the revenue, in which he apprehends 
that it will produce a defalcation $ 3dly, as- 
it will operate with respect to the,J||piera/ 
interests of the nation. The quewien of 
right is of no importance, until we b^ve 
settled the point, that the bill will be in- 
jurious to the farmer, and which point, 

I think, must be settled in the negative. 
As to the revenue, if « Mr. Wakefield will 
but snlTer the sugar to be distilled, 
venture to answer for the government's 
taking care that the distillation shall cost 
enough in the way of taxes, It is, indeed, 
a subject ot serious alarm, that a thousand 
\>rtwo of gallons of giii sh^suld reach the 
lips of hackney-coarlimen, unhallowed by 
the touch of an exciseman's rule. Let 
Mr. Wakefield look at the body of tax- 
gatherers that this count!/ supports. Would | 
that Buonaparte could see them all, gentle 
simple, noble and plebeian, drawm out 
upon Salisliury plain (for iio otljer place 
could exhibit them at one view) ; for he 
must be something more than mortal 
not to be dismayed at the sight. What! 

eatl) man of this innumerable 
host is armed wuh the power of entering 
hoifscs, pi>fng into every corner, locking 
«p rocius aiui vats aii^l furnacesj clapping on 


hia seal, at the sight of which the owner 
trembles as if it were the seal of tfaeHol;^ 
Inquisition. When this is the case $ wh 
ever}* man*8 neighbour, servant, andchiji^is 
invited to be a spy upon his actions, as to 
relates to the evasion of taxes, is it possible, 
that a man like Mr. Wakefield should object 
to a measure, ut>on the ground of its 4}eing 
likely to relax the rigours Of taxation? 
There is one objection coupled with this, 
which, however, is worthy of particular 
notice. The houses, &c. for distilling corn, 
Mr. Wakefield says, cost a large sum of mo- 
ney; the^rade, as now carried on, requires 
a large capital; but, that a distillery for sugar 
will cost, comparatively , nothing; that, 
theiefore, the introduction of sugar will ren- 
der large capitals useless in the trade, and ri- 
valship will reduce the pioiirs to a bare sub* 
sistance. This would be an excellent ob- 
jection for a great distiller to make in his 
counting-house, or in a whisper to his part- 
ner; but, 1 think,* he would take special 
care to disguises it from the public, and more 
particularly from those who have to legislate 
for the general good, to whom, supposing 
them to have even a small share of veiy com- 
mon sense, it must be evident, that the 
smaller the capital required to carry on q 
tiade of any given magnitude, the greater 
the benefit to the state, in which that trade 
is carried on ; and that, if the trade, which 
now gives opulence to a few, can be made 
to provide suhsistence for many, it is, I think, 
a thing most ardently to be wished.-— I 
now come to Mr. Wakefield's third head, 
under which 1 did expect to find something 
to the point ; something in the way of di- 
rect answ^er to w hat the " learned” call the 
argimentum ad hominem, contained in my 
last Register and in my separate address ; 
something to explain the apparent inconsist- 
ency of earnestly recommending an dug* 
mentation of produce one day, and th^ 
veiy next day expressing alarm at a 
measure that must, in effect, augnient ifie 
produces something to explain why no 
remonstrance was made against the impor- 
tatjpii of l,4A7,5QO quarters of corn annu- 
ally, if the importation of the means of 
saving 300,000qUai tern U to ruin the farmer ; 
something to explain why Messrs. Wakefield 
and Young were so alarmed at the shuttingof 
tbq foreign corn ports, if it be true that the 
importation of what will supply the place of 
corn ought not, upon any account, to be 
imported ; sonaething to ^plain why these 
TOntlemcn recommended new enclosures as 
Uie means of adding to the quantity of 
our com, if it be true that the trifling additlou 
o( 300,000 quarters a year take away the 
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I motive to produce corn.-^Mr. Wakefield 
I does, ^Inde^^ at the close of his letter* 
V^Qoutice his intentioti of treating more 
upon the effect of tHilmwes In his 
which he politely declities doing at 
. present, lest be should occopy too much of 
my room ; for which I thank him 5 but* 
I certainly should* upon this occasion* have 
been very glad if he had paid less regard 
to my convenience. In the mean while* 
however* and* as it were to stay my longing* 
he refers me to his sentiments (upon this 
patt of (he subject;* contained in a former 
letter* which sentiments we will now ex- 


amine. “ Inclobures," says he, lArit par- 
Cicular consideration. If they should « be 
foiced upon the farmer* it will augment 
the evil [the evil of cheap market] of 
which 1 am complaining 3 but if only 
** encouraged by means of facilitating 
enclosure bills* bringing of the waste 
lands into cultivation will not proceed 
faster tiian thejoint prosperity of (he farmer 
** and the country will warrant. Inclosures* 
however* will rather be the effect of prospe- 
** rity, than its positive parent, thfiugb* after- 
** wards they will have the effect of uphold- 
ing and perpetuating it.*' Now, though I 
do not undei stand this clearly* I may* I 
think* venture to assume* that Mr. Wake- 
field would wish to see something done 
in the way of enclosing 3 and* that he 
thinks* that enclosing more land wonld add 
to the quantity of corn produced. If this 
be his meaning* then I should be glad to 
know* why that addition, whatever it might 
be* would not injure the farmer in the same 
way that the intioduction of sugar* to be 
used as corn* would injure him. If this 
be not his meaning 3 if he does not believe* 
that an addition to the quantity of enclosed 
{and would make an addition to the com 
produced/ why enclose at all^ At any 
rate* 'there is an essential diilerence between 
Mr. Wakefield and Mr. Young : one is for 
^a ivery slow process in the way of enclosure, 
uie other for a general law that would set all 
the adventurers and speculators at work in a 
moment. What Mr- Wakefield means by 
forcing enclosures upon the farmer* 1 really 
cannot comprehend 3 and* indeed* the 
whole of this passage appears to me* to be- 
tray evident signs of a want of clear and set- 
tled notions* in the mind* whence ft pro«> 
ceeded. Mr. Wakefield was (see bis letter^ 
pagefi 55 * strenuously contending* that the 
prices of corn were too low, He was about 
to,devise means for raising and keeping^ up 
tbe^ price, of com; but* it occurred to him* 
if naturally must* tbat* as (according to 
the general supposition^ which he appears 
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tpbave adopted), new enclt^tei would 
emsetbe quantity of cer^ already raised, 
and would* of course* teqd to bring the price 
still lower than it now is* it was necessary 
to guard against (his objection 3 yet* he 'did 
not like to say* that enclosurea were mis- 
chievous. He* therefore* endeavoured tuv 
steer a middle course 3 and* as it mostly hap- 
pens in such cases* rendered himself perfe<^Iv 
unintelligible. There was* besides* anotCth 
difficulty* Which Mr. Wakefield fairly gave 
tlie ^o by* namely* that of improvement 3 
for* if* as he contends* the way to make 
corn plenty is tp raise and to keep up the 
price of it; if plenty is to be produced 
only by dearth (good lord* wb4t an idea!) 
then the way to have a superabun- 
dance is to put a total stop to digging and 
chalking and claying* and to manuring and 
improving in every way and degree!*— In 
the letter* which I insert in another part of the 
present Number* Mr. Wakefield notices 
what was said by me* in the last Register* 
at page 644 . He says* he thanks me for the 
idea of the corn used in the distilleries and 
breweries being thrown away. He is very 
welcome to it as far as it is mine 3 but* he 
will please to recollect* that I did not say a« 
word about breweries, and that the idea was/ 
in fact* his own* the words only belonging 
to me. He says* however* that 1 have im- 
puted to him a meaning not his. Let us see 
if this be so. He had said* that* in order 
to provide against a time of scarcity* that ts 
to say* against the efils attendiyg a seamy 
crop, we must, in common years* produce 
more corn than we consume in food, and 
that the surplus must be used in distilleriesi 
That is to say, said 1 * you mean* that a part 
of the common crop must be bought of the 
farmer to be thrown away 3 for* as food* it 
must be thrown away* or it answers the pur- 
poses of food when it comes out of the still. 

1 see no “ f«illacy.‘* And Mr. Wakefield 
allows* tlKit* as food* the corn used in the 
distilleries js thrown away. The farmer, 
indeed* receive* the value of it 3 but, tint 
value must come out of the labour of the ^ 
coDSUmerof the spirituous liquors 3 and* by 
the nation, the com is really thrown away* 
(upon the admission of Mr. Wakefield) who* 
if consistent* will reitainly allow* that the 
threwuig of it into the sea would answer aV 
the purposes full as well. He was driven toi 
this acknpwledgenient 3 because I h.id re- 


minded biAi* that* if the hot liquors eaved 
food* th^ iiKiuth that fed upon them would* 
wbtm the still ceased woiking, fall upon the 
com Ip some other shape, and that, then«^ 
lire still would certainly be no granary** 
agaimt a time of scarcity. lie was* then.- 
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lore driven to the otb^ir born of the dilemma $ 
and 1 leave die reader to jiidge of the set of 
principles, which could fead^ this gentleman 
to cenclude, . that. In order to be provided 
against a year of scarcity, a certain portion 
of the prt^uco of every common yeaiwiust 

be thrown into the sea. Jn answer to the 

narfow-viewed argument, that the barley^ 
farmef would suffer greatly, I had said, that 
'^4he demand would regulate the /iro- 
duotm'" . This Mr. Wakefield denies. 
Hie truly says, that this denial requires 
explanation, but, if 1 understand his expla- 
nation, it is by no means satisfactory. 1 
said nothing about bad years or good years. 

1 said, that, -at all times, the demand would 
regulate the^roduction, meaning, of course, 
upon an ave%ge of years. Is barley dearer 
than oats ? A greater proportion of barley 
is sure to be sown the next year. Are oats 
dearer tlinn barley (as is the case at present) ? 
A similar effect is produced. Thus, the 
farmer is, and always will and must be, 
directed by the market j and thus there is, 
upon an average of years, sure to be a due 
proportion of every species of produce.— 
In another part of his letter, he supposes 
me incapable of forming a correct judgment 
upon this matter, because I am not a prac- 
tied farmer j as if, in order to reason cor- 
rectly upon the operations of self-interest, 
it were necessary to know hew* to manage 
an arable farm. But, I am told, that there 
are some lands, whereon barley is grown, 
that will iiot*bear wheat. 1 noticed this be- 
fore, and i said, tliat, if they would not 
bear wheat, they would alwceys bear oats, 
which may serve as an answer to Mr. Bell's 
Messenger, who is very much alarmed at 
the pro<>p 9 Ct of destroying the grass which 
succeeds the barley, and which, it is well 
known, succeeds oats full as well as barley. 
Suppose, however, for argument’s sak^, that 
there atre some lands that will hear no corn 
but barley. It is a strange supposition $ but, 
admit it for the sake of the argument. Let 
ethose plfryerse lands beaf barley still, and let 
others, which now bear barley, and which 
;ife more accommodating- in their nature, 
bear oats or wheat. If .all Hampshire, for 
instance^, were made up of the perverse 
Liicls, aitid all Surrey of the accommo^tlng 
landf. I'll warrant that the'^wbule m tiie 
when raised, would find its .way Very 
qpickly to the precise spot where 
Wanted. It' is nonsense, f it is^l^liy 
, unworthy of man of any mind t0 \^i^cr 
himself to be< led to dabble In.spcb puddf^.. 
' nke argumeprs.-^Let Ms romv take one ^pre 
view of Mr? Wakefield's ** gmnary*' which 
is to arise from the ihrounn^aivayot a certain 


portion oftheiprodaceof eveiy alnin^nt^and 
eVerS every edmmon, yeair. Front the 
present sf-ite of the continent," says, 
.owardi the close of this, his .last, letj^ 
we cannot import. This” (the corn thrown 
away through ihe distilleries) ** is, there^ 
fore, our ody resource. Take it away, and 
one of two things will follow, either this 
surplus quantity of food' will no lobger be 
grown, or a new population will arise to 
consume it ; which ever happens the pro- 
duce will not exceed the demand ono fair 
year with -another j and if, while we can- 
not import, we have neiiher an export to 
retain, tnor'a surplus luxurious consump- 
tion to convert into food, we are without 
resource, and exist ^at the mercy of. the 
seasons'* This is the old argument, with 
the addition of the circumstance of a sup- 
posed increase of population as the conse- 
quence of an increase in the quantity of food. 

•But, let us examine -a little more mi- 
nutely into the effect of this supposed '' gra- 
nary.** . L|t U.S* suppose a litrle nation 
growing a thousand quarters of corn annually^ 
in fair years; tliat it contains a thousand 
people, and that each person eats annually a 
quarter of corn. Now, says Mr. Wakefield, 
I would have the nation, in fair years, raise 
an additional 500 quarters to throw away ; so 
that, when a year of half- crop conaes, each 
person should still have his quarter of cbfn. 
There may be difference in the degree, but 
the principle isthe same.— This would/mdeed, 
be setting the seasons at defiance ; it would be 
to •• take a bond of fate bur, it would al- 
so be to set human nature at defiance ; it 
would be to assume an absolute coutroul over 
physical and moral causes. Does Mr. Wake- 
field consider, that there would be labour 
required to produce, the 500 quarters to bo 
thrown away? Does he consider, Jtbat the 
land, for the purpose of raising tH^ese -500 
quarters to be thrown away,, would be worn 
hare ?— The veiy worst effect that the o{^ 
posers of the proposed measure anticipate 
is a diminished piwuee. A diminished pro- 
duce would surely be , accompanied , with a 
red in t$e land ; and rested is land enriched ; 
aiid limaeuricb^ ready for the plough is the 
best possible resource. . One year of short crop 
nevei^ yet was greatly distressing in this king- 
dom; if cannot, from the nature of things, 
1:^ so ; and,, if there jire rested fields atWayi 
ready for the plough, , there can be ooly one 
short cnip kf k time. It tlfieit- 
fore, I think,, bp found, afier aD, tnyt thp 
ofily r^oiijrce 8Sfi^ly,to.1>e, relied oO, the holy 
. granary 'agai cist a time of scarcity, tlek.in 
the bosom of the eai^h, and in that fofe^ 
eighty thajS tniuItiVb wisdom, ivhlch 
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teachijs Ae owners of com to be dow lo the 
«appt]r« and the con'mbers to be sparing tn 
^ oensumptioo.-~^lf the £00 ^aste 
ffl^rterSi. pf the above-described little na- 
tiol^ compel the nation to use all their land 
(and this is what Mr. Wakefield wishes to 
see)» the consequence will be, that there 
will be no reserve manure, no rest in the 
landi.'no i/ore of the means of production^ 
and, of course, no means of making up 
. for any deficiency that may, from whatever 

cause, arise. In adverting now, by way 

of conclusion, more immediately to the 
measure proposed, 1 cannot refrain from 
agein observing upon the apathy od the land- 
owners and the farmers while such a large 
importation was going on. If the West 
India planters had 300,000 quarters jof corn 
to import, it wonld have required a godd 
stock of assurance in any land-owner, or 
farmer, to have objected to the importation. 
Where, then, is the difference to them, 
whether the thing come in the shape of corn, 

or in the shape of sugar*? Since I began 

writing this article, that is tCNsay, since yes- 
terday, I have received a letter upon the 
subject from a gentleman of this county, 
who appears to be well acquainted with all 
Its details. 1 insert his letter immediately 
after that of Mr. Wakefield, and, I am 
persuaded, that it cannot fail to produce an 
effect favourable to the measure proposed. 
Another gentleman thanks me for my ad- 
dress to the Freeholders, and says, that he 
is certain, that if the coufity were polled, 
there would be a majority in its favour of 
fifty to one. Another says, nothing but 
** the worst sort of selfishness, guided by 
. extreme folly, could have suggested an op- 
position toa measuresoobviouslycaiculated 
to guard lu against the dangers of scarcity 
without Jejisening the produce of the 
'' taxes.'* A fourth, for whose opinion I 
haVe the highest respect, says that he per- 
*fectly agrees with me ; and a fifth offers me, 
^in case of another county election, bis cor- 
dial support, if I choose to become a caiuli- 
date 5 * '' for," says he, in this one address, 
you have done more service to the countiy 
than I recollect any other man to have 
done it.” As a mark of this gentleman's 
approbation, which any raanmi^tbeproudb 
of, I receive his offer with thanijs, whUe 1 
assure tiim that my ambition dopi liot lie 
that wayj and, as a proof that 'my senti- 
meofa, upon this important sut^ect, bdeord 
with bia and with those tfie other gentle- 
jmun, vi(hom he names, 1 confess mvself to 
ihaye bunn bigb^ gratified by the Wteqts of 
his teftqr, which, bad he not expressed his^ 
Wishei to the contrary, } slmubl certainly' 


have jtnade public,~-.He asks, and well ha 
may; with what face the late ministei^ call 
oppose the intended bill ? ” WitK tbem 
the measure^ did, in fact, originate, 
propo^, it is true, only topei mif sugar to 

S aiticipate with corn in the distilleries ; 
ut, the principle is the same; for, either ' 
some sugar would have been used, or none* 

If none, then the measure would have 
been nugatory; If some, then, whatever 
was used would have thrown so much 
corn back upon the people to be con- 
sumed in food. I was, therefore, utterly as- 
tonished to see, that Mr. Windham, who, 
in general, reasons so correctly, had spoken 
as if he intended to oppose the bill, which 
opposition, supposing bim to have approved 
of the proposition made while he was a mi«> 
nister, cannot be considered in any Qther 
light than that of /izr/iotir.— The West 
Indians and their interests, though I think 
their interests as much entitled to attention 
as those of any other class of people, I leave 
entirely out of the question. I am contend- . 
iug for the general interests of England only j I 
and, what a monstrous thing it is to hear the 
farmer (with the land owner at his back) J 
say, let me have a high price fot my coriij 
distil it ; export it ; throw it away ; no mat^ 
ter what you do with it, so that it brings mo 
high pi ice There are, says he, hundreds 
of hogsheads of sugar, which are spoiling 
in the king's warehouses ; these, employed 
in the distilleries, would cause a saving of 
corn ; but, such a use of them would lower 
the price of wy corn, and, fherefore, tho 
man who proposes such a measure is an ene- 
my to the country ! Any asset tion requiring 
so much assurance never, surely, was before 
heard of in the world. . 

Sir Home Popham.— *rThe reader will 
have born in mind, tj>at, in the early part of 
the present session of parliament, Sir Frabcis 
Buruett having brought forward the subject 
of Admiralty Droits, it was asserted, by the 
ministers and tlieir partisans, that all the 
money which, in this way, fell uodqrthe 
power of the Crown, was disposed of for tlie 
public gooi-y and, it was particularly men« 
tioned, that a very liberal sharp was, in'all 
cases, granted by the Crown to the captors. 

In order to show, that this was not the fact, 
and that the money was, some times, lu: ‘ 
least, disposed of in an improper manner, 
Lusrikotom stated the instance ot Sir ^ 
Home Popham, who received from the go- 
Xemipent«^0,00(>, great part of the worth 
of a sliip and cargo, which bad been taken 
from bis people by one of our cruizers, znA ^ 
which, as being engaged in a smuggHug trSle 
to the East Ipdics, liad been condemned in 
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the Admiralty court. Some e^'planation 

was attempted; but, the impression which 
Mr. Liishington’a speech produced was by 
110 means removed by any thing that' was 
aiJ on the other side. Sir Home Popham 
was present, and, though possessed of good 
talents and not deficient in boidnessj lie ap- 
peared, from the leportot the debate, to 
make but a very poor apology tor the grant 
t^at had been made to him, to say nothing 
about the extraordinary circuinslances, which 
Lad led to the condemnation of the vessel 
and cargo, both of which he had claimed as 
his propeiiy. I'lie discussion was post- 

poned, until ccm tain papers, relative to the 
transaction, and which paper:! were then 
moved for, could be produced. These pa- 
pers are now before the House of Commons, 
and tlic discussion will, 1 should suppose, 

take pljce in a few days. The out-lines 

of the story are as follow: in 17 ^ 6 , Sir Home 
Popham, who was then Mr. Popham and a 
liicutenaiu in the navy, upon half pay, ob- 
tained leave from the Loids of the Admiral- 
ty to go to a Danish settlement, or factory, 
in the East Indies, for the purpose, as he 
stated, and still states, of gaining experience 
in his profession.-— —Instead of a Danish 
aetilement in the East Indies, how^ever, he 
went to Oatend, where he formed a trading 
connection, and thence he proceeded to the 
East Indies. The several ships he was in, 
and the uumerous means made use of by him 
and his associates for the purpose of prose- 
cuting tlieir 4rade, it wotild be too tedious to 
enumerate here, and would, besides, be un- 
fair, until the discussion be past. In 

1793> Mr. popham, after having canied on 
a pretty conitani trade between the East In- 
dies and other parts of the world, returned to 
Europe ; and, having put into Cruxhaven 
bay, in Ireland, was captured by the ship 
Diadem, upon the ground of being engaged 
in an illicit trade. From the Diadem he, 
by the means stated in the papers, got re- 
leased. He then bore away for Ostend ; 
bat, on his way, came to off Hastrngs, where 
Sie landed a quantity of tea and of rhubarb. 
Preceding on his voyage he wait, however, 
captured by Capt. Mark Robinson, in what 
ship 1 do not now recollect.' Mr. Popham 
left the ship and went to Ostend ; but, when 
the ship and cargo were demanded, as good 
piize, by the captors, he put in bis claim as 
proprietor of both, and asset ted, ^ that the 
trade, in which be had been engaged, ^as 
not illicit, and ought not to subject him to 

forfeitufc. The question, toother with 

other questions growing out of it, took ten 
years to decide; but, in 160$, both ship 


and cargo were condemned tp the Crow»-«N* 
Captain Robinson, in ibe prosecuttbn of life 
claim, had now Expended about «£dOO(V 
which, of course, he had been compelled 
advance, from time to time) during tha^^en 
years that Kie litigation lasted. Both parties 
applied to the Lords of the Treasury. Capt. 
Robinson, as captor, for a grant of the pro- 
ceeds of the ship and cargo, and Mrs Pop- 
ham, as owner, for the same proceeds. The 
expences of the law proceedings, incurred by • 
the captors, me, in cases where the forfeiture 
is to the Crown, always first defrayed ; but, 
it appears, that Captain Robinson did not ob- 
tain eveqa reimbursement for the whole of 
his expences, and, in quality of captor, not 
one single farthing ; while Mr. Popham, 
now become Sir Home Popham (having 
been knighted by the Emperor Paul of Rus-^ 
sia), obtained all the rest oi the proceeds of 
ship and cargo, amounting to the sum of 

daf20,(XX), or thereabouts But, there i.s 

something w'ell worthy of notice, as to the 

time, when this giant was obtained. A 

report upon tlTe case was made by the king's 
proctor, in f803 ; but, no grant then> when 
Mr. Addington was in power, took place. 
The matter lay dormant, until 1805, when 
Pitt and Lord Melville again got the ascen- 
dancy ; and then, upon ihe same report, 
the grant uas made. Sir Home Popham hav- 
ing, a** the public cannot fail to remember, 
made himself very conspicuous as an oppo- 
nent of Lord St. Vincent and the Addington 

administration. Capt. Robinspn, though 

he was of, piobably, twenty years standing 
in the service, at the time the capture was 
made, and though he was remarkable, even 
in the English navy, for zeal, skill, and bra-‘ 
very, and whose father before him had lost a 
leg in the same service, in which he died an 
admiial ; this gentleman has never since ‘ 
been able to gel employed in the navy, and 
has thus lost the expected fruits of a life of 
honomable endeavours in the service of his 
country, wdiile Sir Home Popham has, 
repeated instances, been preferred, to all 
others of the same rank in his profession.— 
When Psaw a party attack upon Sir Home 
Popham, when I saw a court-martial organ- 
ized, itf so unusual a manner, for his trial, I 
felt a strong bias !n bis favour, especiaNy as I 
perceived the ministers so shy in defending 
the attacljts that were pointed against him. I 
tbqpght, that a prejudice existed against him, 
in the service, on account of his superior 
Skill and activity } and, I n^rded it as ex* 
tremely basej in the ministers, to sacrifice 
him to that prejudice. But, the facts, which 
Mr, Lisihifigton has brought to lights havtj 





lin this resj^ct> changed my opinion, t can 
YM>vr phrceivo a sufficieot reason for the shr>* 
of the ministers* and for tbejr with* 
jB&ng of those marks of distinction* which 
" znqn^^eople expected to see bestowed upon 

• the captain of the fleet sent on |he Danish 
expedition.— —Nevertheless* I wish not to 
induce any one to prejudge the question. 
The discussion, the exposure of all the fjcts, 
must very soon take place, and tiieii every 
man will be able to form his own .judgment. 
AH that 1 have a desire* to do, in the mean 
while, is to apprize my readers of the im- 
portance of the subject, and to prepare them 
for an attentive observation as to wllat is said 
and done. The case of Capt. Rooinjon is 
extremely hard, and, I think, most persons 
will agree with me, that some means or 
ether should be adopted for doing him 
justice. 

When I said, last woek, that A/r. Scotfs 
letter had been wilhoJden from piiblication 
by me, at the request of Lot 4 Otjbrd, I 
should have observed, thalthe reasons, which 
his lordship gave for the rcqi*st, were not 
at all connected with a wish tol* keep from 
the public an account of any part of tlte 
conduct of himself or any one of his f^tmily 
or friends .— fast week, I have bad 
an opportunity of hearing more about the 
whole matter than 1 iiad before heard ; and, 
1 think it right to say, that, if what 1 have 
now heard, be (rue (of which I have no 
doubt), I was, before, grossly deceived. 

The intelligence from Amerha will, of 
course, be a subject f(ir the next Register, not 
forgetting the observations of the Morning 
Chronicle upon (be excellent letter of Mr. 

• Pickering, who is one of the very best 
men in that country, aud who was long the 
secretary of state under9eneral Washington 
and Mr. Adams. 

B^tley, 2Sth April, 1808. 

• COB BE T T S 

^ Parliamentary History 

ENGLAND, 

Which, in the compass of Sixteen Volumes, 
royal octavo, double columns, will con- 
• tain a full and accurate Report of all the re*« 
corded Proceedings aud of all the Speeches* 

. in bothHouses of Parliament* fromtheear- 
Rest times to the year 1 803* when the pub- 
lication of Cobbett*s Parliamentary 
Debates" commended. 

Von. IV. Comprising the Period from 
tlie Restoration of Charles 11. m 1660* to the 
Btvolo^on In .l6SS ^ and contaln'iig an Ap« 
pendixof scarce and laluable t’arliflmcntary 


^ract3j| written* daring the said periods .Will . 
be ready for delivery on or about the Ist day 
of June next.— *The magnitude of the Pdfriia* 
mentary History* ihegreatlabourandexpence 
attending it* and the comparatively small 
Dumberof copies* which, to avoid serious risk* 
it has-been thought advisable to print* 
render it necessary, thus early, fo adopt pre- 
cautions calculated to prevent any broken 
^^sets remaining on hand at the conclusion of 
the work. Subscribers are* therefore* par* 
ticularly requested to send iia their names 
to theii respective Rouksellera, as not a sin- 
gle copy, will, on any account, be sold* 
but to tlM purchasers of the fojrmer Volumes. 
Grentlemen* resident in 1 eland, wishing 
to become subscribers, will please to apply 
to Mr. Archer, ol Dublin. 

MR. Wakefield’s 4th. letter.* 

Sir, 1 also rejoice that the important 

que^itiuns, which are the subject of my cor- 
rc*spoiidence with you* have ** nothing to dp. 
with party and it is for this reason that 
tlie opposition to the relief proposed to be 
given to (he West Indian planters, merits 
the more serious consideration. The alarm 
which Idas gone forth is general, I appre* 
hend it to be ju<>t, you think it is unfounded* 
you think this measure will not produce the 
slightest danger or injury to the mother 
country, either temporal y or permanent. I 
feel a reluctant conviction ot the contrary, I 
view it as bad in principle, and destructive in. 
effect. I say I do ^so with reluctance, be- 
cause I nni aware of tlie diatre^ed condition 
of the West Indian planter, and I should bo 
unwilling to refuse him a boon which lie 
flatters himself will relieve bis difiiculties, 
could it be granted without great and lasting 
injury to the British empire.— —As to the 
distinction between , barley growers, and 
wheat growers, it is one in words, not in 
subsfance, and which I join you in disregard- 
ing. In order to meet the question fairly, I 
will divide it into three parts. Ist. An it 
affects the two immediate parlies to the 
question ; namely, the West^lndiau planters 
and their agents on (be one hand ; the Bri- 
ti.<ih landed and farming interests on the 
other. 2dly. As it is likely to affect the re- 
venue. 3dly. As it will anect the interests 
and prosperity of the empire; whicirlast is 
the branch of the subject which presses most 
upon mv mind* and which all parties, ti^e 
supporters and the opposers of tlie measure * 
equally join in acknowledging to be of *pa-* ^ 
ramount consideration and importance.— 

The first question is rather one of justice^ 
than of policy. There are two classeiT pr 
descriptions of producers* the sugar growers 
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l^nd the com grwersj and in the mother 
country there exists a large bnt limited mar- 
ket for the produce of either of them, they 
both lay claim to the po^isessions and advan- 
tages of^tliis market, which of them then is 
best eoUtled toil? If a length of possession 
^mounting almost to piescnption should give 
a title, ikai the British farmer has, and upon 
the faith of it he has engaged his capital, his 
habits, and his hopes in agricultural enter- 
prise* Further, the market is in the mother 
country, in that conntiy with which the far- 
mer's interest, his veiy existence even, is 
identified, to all the taxes of which lie con- 
tnoutes, and to the defence of which be is 
fixed. It is a market also created by the 
consumption of himself and connections. — 
What then, is the claim of the planter ? 
Upon the prospect of this market, he has 
never beeit induced to invest his property in 
colonial adventure, and in no degree has he 
cieated it.— — If, then, justice only is to be 
considered, the title of the farmer is to be 
preferred ; but, here the planter puts in his 
claim upon other ground, he has recourse to 
the aid of those duties, which are said b} 
ethical writers to be of imperfect obligation, 
and that which be cannot claim of right, he 
hopes to obtain fioin our compassion, he 
pleads distress/* Is it temporary ? Or, is 
It permanent ? If temporary, relieve him by 
pailhimenlary grants it peimriuent, by 
bounties enable him to sell his coiTc e and Ins 
sugar so cheap that the mass of the people 
may drink coffee in ihcsiooin of tea, at pfe- 
sciu coffee a luxury only occasionally con- 
s’lmed by the middle, and never tasu d by 
the lo • cr classes of the community ; for by 
the same absurd policy >\hich had misled 
tiiC country into an encouragement of the 
loieigii laimerat the expcnce of the Bri- 
ll ^li tom grower, we J^avc been encouraging 
t!)e lea cultivation of China, in room of pro- 
moting tlie pi osperiiy of our own colonies, 
tiy opening to them a large and profitable 
maiket. When thjj current of eopsumption 
shall be turned from tea in favour of coffee 
sthe bounty may with safety be gradually 
withdrawn, and even n duty levied, if those 
cn tea are ai the same time advanced in pro- 
portion. Still more absurd than this, how- 
ever, is the admission of French brandies to 
jostle and drive West ludian lucnfrom the 
spirit market. Why not prohibit the inrt- 
poitation of brandy altogether ? That this is 
possible, I wdl ujoiicftake^o sbow,*sbould it 
ever be in seriousconteniplation.— —These ^ 
measures I should think w^oold be wiser ‘po- 
l.cy, and more just, than to relieve tlieplauN 
er at theexpcuce, and contrary to the riglHs 
of the farmer.— you seem to put the 
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questionof justice wholly aside, and to oon-| 
sider that of interest alone, placing the profid 
of the farmer in opposition to the distress ^ 
the planter y and in your mode of doing^^ ^ L 
it does appear to me, that you do no(,lnei^ 
the question fairly, for thedistiess of the < 
planter is relative not p'bsitive $ yet, you say, 
that supposing the injury apprehended by 
the farmer to be realized, still it woqld he 
with you a question of degree” or compa<* 
rison merely,*** that you would only inr 
quire whether the injury to th^ barley 
growers, would be more or less than the re- 
lief to the sugar growers.” Surely, this is a 
strange Argument, why should the British 
farmers oe the only, class selected for bearing 
the burthen of relieving the ^istiess of the 
planter ! If the planter needs, and is intitled 
to relief, (which 1 by no means deny) let the 
whole nation equally contiibute towards it. 
The injury to the farming interest is both 
larger and more extensive than you seem 
awaic. Barley is a grain consumed either as 
the food of hogs, &c, or in tlie manufacture 
of spirits and beer ; but whether consumed 
in the one tvay or the other, depends entire- 
ly upon its quality, and so different is both 
the quality and the price, that it is almost si- 
milar to speaking of two distini^t species of 
grain. When wc speak of hog barley, and 
hirley of prince quality, the latter U cither 
purchased by the distilleries, or by the malt- 
sters. Now, maltsteis are a set of men of 
small capitals (many without any) who en- 
gage in malting on the speculation of ciedit 
from the factor on the one hand, and the ex- 
cise for the duty on the other 5 and when bo 
faih the excise sweeps away every thing by 
an extent, leiving the factor without any di- 
vidend on his debt^ The distillei on the con- 
trary, is at onoelPiarge buyer, andasuro 
payer. Take then from the farmer the cus- • 
tom of the distiller, and you do him or his 
factor a treble injury, you lessen the demand 
for bis produce, you deprive ftm of tli6 
competition which exists between the twd., 
classes or desciiptions of bis customers, anS 
you not only leave him at Jlhei mercy of the 
maltstctB for the price of his barley, but you 
copfine him lo sell to a customer always un* 
certain in his payments, and often insolvent. 
In addition however to this loss, the pecuhar 
state of the barley market requires conside- 
ration. You triumphantly dwell on the dis- 
tiil|rie8 consuming only 0^,000 qrs. of£ng- 
jisl) barley, it is obvious that the markets the 
existence (tf which would be scarcely felt if 
supplied equally from all parts of the king- 
dom, would be of thefiistlmporGfi;Hee^£r tho 
supply came aoiy from a edufindtilM|tfU 
the aub&ttactioxt of i^uch a mathjBt 



be ruin to the panftmhnr dbtrlet^ ttow 
l|^ly thfs obvious priiihl(lile t6 the state 
dC the barley market, the price of barley 
,aff^ghoot the kingdom is regulated by the 
price ht Mark Lane) and, it ^ a fact, that 
these 300, CXX) qrs are nearly all abld there ; 
it is not, therefore, the snbstraction of ] 
300,000 qrs. from the demand upon all the | 
barley grov/ers throughout the island, but ' 
it is the 8ub$tractioA of 300,000 qrs. from j 
the single limited and particular market of 
Mark Lahe, the price of which, tcgidating i 
the price of the rest of the kingdom, will 
cause the effect of taking away the cpnsump* 
tion of the distilleries, to be felt all} through 
the country to an extent of whicbjou do not 
seem apprised. Had you ever been a prac* 
tical farmer, you would never have said that 
** the kind as well'Sas the amount of the pro* 
duce will be regulated by the demand.** This 
is the great and destructive error into which 
80 many have fallen upon this s-ubiect, as re- 
lating to the farmers profit, demand can only 
vary the kind of bis produce at the expcnce 
of the routine of his crops^ aljj converting 
the order of his farm into confusion. If the 
routine of any course of cropping is to be 
interfered with, if any class of owners of 
land are to be told by the legislature, with 
what they shall cultivate their estates, the 
planter mky as well be directed to change 
the object of bis cultivation as the farmer. I 
do not suppose that any one will contend, 
that nothing but sugar can be grown in the 
West Indies. Though sugar may have been 
the most profitable crop, and indeed, when ' 
it U recollected that the planter is the com- 
plainant, surely this would be more equita- 
ble, And now, Sir, I will direct your atten- 
tion to the w'ay this proposed measure will 
affect the revenue of the country. While 
doing so, J shall in one instance, be under 
the netessity of adverting to my first head, 
and in (his place to notice the loss which will 
be incurred by thd distiller. As -the distil- 
.ieryis at ^present conducted, it requires a 
very laVge Capital to be invested in what is 
termed '**the plant,’* which is buildings, 
utensils, and machinery. The plant of the 
distiller occupies by 6r the greater porHoit* 
of his capital ; bat, if the legislature com* 
jpelshim to distil from sugar instead of grahf, 
the conseqnence will be that the chief of this 
capitfl will became useless to him, for the 
sugar distillation may be carried on in almost 
anjr tneial pot. Indeed, to use a veiy forci- 
ble expression which I heard from a laige 
distffier lately, ** eveiy porridge-pot wifi be 
converted into a temporary still.” Now, 
what wUl be the conseqnence of this to' the 
distiUel' ? It will haver tbv effect of destroying 


vethedf bis plant, and worse than'flisit 
of destroying his trade Altogether. 
pital at present required to adventure in^ 4 
distillery is very large, and the trade is, 
dierefore, in few bands ; but if sugar is' to 
be use^ in the stiJl, scarcely any capital will 
be required, and rivalsbip will reduce tho 
^profits to a bare aubsiatence Is ibis how 
ever all ? No, we have not yet view^ed but 
thebeginidng of the injury, the facility given 
todistdling will invite, absolutely invite the 
needy and the unprincipled to Hlidt distilla^ 
Hon. Hence the ruin of the honest, law*lnl 
distiller, and an immense defalcation of the 
revenue. If, however, this measure be 
meant to include Ireland,' the effect will be 
yet more glaring, and if it be not, then the 
relief to the planter will be tfifting. Such 
is the state of the Irish distillery, and^ such 
the state of society there ; that it is morally 
impossible to introduce this measure in the 
sister kingdom, uuless yon can first persuade 
the people to approve of it } the illicit distil- 
lation in I'reland is encouraged by the minor . 
gentry of that kingdom, in order to find a I 
sale for their barlies, which are a more pro- 
fitable crop to the Irish farmer than oats. If 
this is the case, when there is only a compe- * 
tition between the profit of one crop and 
another, we may well expect yet fuither op- 
position and evasion, when an attempt is 
made to deprive them of the maiket for their 
crop altogether. By the laws of ‘Ireland, 
the revenue officer who discovers and seizes 
a private still, lias'^a reward qf ten pounds 
paid him by the government, and he re- 
ceives a fine of fifty pounds from the paribh 
ill which the still is found. The law le- ' 
quires a certain portion of oats to be used in 
tJie distillation of whiskey, and the people of 
Ireland have taken a general aversion to 
whiskey drawn fron> oats. A tin still is iu 
common use through that country, which 
costs but two guineas, -and is worn gut in 
about ten days. By the collusion between 
the illicit distiller, and the revenue officer, 
the still is scarcely ev'er seized till nearlywoin 
out •, and many instances have been diseb^ 
vired, where the reward has been shared be- 
tween the owner and the officer. But, if 
this is already the case with the distillation 
froiri grain, what may not be expected if si-» 
gar be introduced •, and if this should be- 
come the practice here, to what will our iir- 
mense^ revenub from spirits be reduced t 
Why almost to a name — At length, Sir, I 
arrive at the third' and last division of the 
subject^ and have to inquire bow'^the inte- 
rest of the empire will be affected bg th^ 

' measure ? I thank you for the icfea of tiie- 
edrh used in the dlstillciiea and bre^teries^ 
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being ^‘ thrown aw«y.*" For if every «pe- 
cica of agricuUatal pro^^e convertible into 
food^ ^hich ie consumed as a luxury, is to be 
cons.<lered as thrown away/’ I accept of 
the term* and in tliis sense of it contend, 
that in order to secure the country from the 
danger and suffering of a scarcity, it is neces^ 
gary either to thus onmialJy “ throw away” 
a large quantity ot grain, or that we should 
export to such an extent. Deprive us of the 
ext>ort (whether by impolitic laws or the 
state of the political world, it matters not) 
and we must Jiave recourse to the luxurious 
consumption of grain to secure us from the 
evils 1 apprehend. The fallacy upon which 
you have built your argument, in supposing 
me to contend ** that in order to induce the 
farmers of a nation to grow more corn than 
is upon an average necessary for the con- 
gumption ,of the nation, a part of what they 
grow must b* aniiually bought of them fojr 
the purpose of being thrown away.” Now 
this. Sir, is not my proposition, I contend, 
that for a course of years we have not grown 
I corn equal to our consumption ; and I coti- 
'tend contrary to your statement', “ that de-* 
maud does not regulate the production of 
- provisions.” But this will re(]uire explana- 
tion. Let a country in consequence of the 
demand, grow one fair year with anotheri to 
tlie amount of its physical wants, and have 
neither export or luxunous consumption to 
the extent of this growth. Demand will re- 
gulate production and no further. For sup- 
pose a bad harvest, the demand is the same ; 
but all the demand in the world will not 
make good the deficiency of the crop. And 
your fallacy consists in putting the chance of 
a bad year out of the question, now this 
chance should be in tiic question ; it sluauld 
be present to our view, we should never lose 
gight of it. It is the hhi^e upon which tiie 
argument turns. Instead, therefore, of the 
alarm being at approoching superabunddhee 
of corn, the real alarum whicli U fell by the 
country is, that the measure will deprive us 
of that resource, which in the day of famine 
igd distress (greater far than that of the 
West Indian planter) will save us, or atlcait 
a large portion of the people from starving. 
Fjr> Sir, from the present state of the conti- 
nent we cannot import. . This, thet^efore,' is 
our only resource, w'e have no other# lake it 
atvay, and the first week of autumn will give 
the nation dreadful experien^it of the truth 
of the argumeniil I am submitting to you. 
One. of two thiusrs must. follow the adoption 
of this measure ot distilling wholly from su- 
ffar. Either this ^sdirplus quantity erf' corn 
wilhio longer be, /grown, or a new popular , 
tion will arige ro consume it} whichever 


IS the produce will not exceed the ito- 
mahd one/oir year wwitb another } and wbiJe^ 
We cannot import, if we have neither ah a: 
port to retain, i>Qr a surplus luxurious 
sumption to convert into food, wq^are'" 
without rqfiource, and e%ist at the mercy of * 
the seasons. Your idea of the West Indies 
becoming a market for the export of barley 
in the sliape of pork# is not, 1 tlpnk, tenable; 
for if the plantet has the least shadow of a 
claim to be relieved from the distress whicli. 
be now' suffers, he 8urely,will have area/ opa 
not to be starved. Change the present order 
of things according to your proposal, with a 
view tofcrelieve the money distress of. the 
planter, 'and then on the first scarcity, will 
you deprive him of his supply of provisions, 
that supply upon which his very existence 
depends $ this would be affording present aid 
at the expence of future destraction.— Fully 
agreeing with you and hir. Malthus, that 
population treads close upon the heels of 
prc^uction,” I mean of that production which 
is consumed as tbod, I have ever felt anxious 
to encourage ^ distribution of some part of 
such production into channels of luxury, as 
thereby a demand is created, and a surplus 
produce gained, which is available at the 
moment of necessity, and till that perilous 
moment arrives, the tariff (if I may so ex- 
press myselO of human life, is more high, 
a greater enjoyment is afforded to the people, 
and the public prosperity is advanced. Turn 
however this surplus production into food, 
population quickly follows ; the condition of 
the people is not bettered, they are exposed 
to all the chances of bad seasons, and none 
of the ends of government arc obtained ; for 
I shall ever agree with the proposition, that ■ 
where a country is so extended and popu- 
lous, that it can Uiaintain its independence, 
and secure its prosperity 5 the further exten- 
sion of its territory, and the increase .of its 
population become secondary to the moral 
improvement and individual happiness of its 
inhabitants For my opinions concerning 
inclosures, X must refer you to my last letter, ' 
and shall subsequently enlarge upqn the sub- 
ject; but 4he)ength at which I hafA replied 
to yppr ehservations* upon my correspon- 
dence with you, oblige mt to p^tpone both 
tjjfat, and the consideratiisi of the cofn-^lawa# 
which I promised.--*—- 1 atri. Sir, 

W4HD Wakefield . — •^Duke Street, JVikU 
mwier» April 

. CORK AGAIKST 
SjR,‘-r-As "one bt A'tbe plass whom jjrou 
bai^e. addressed, iti the provincial and London 
papws, I am. desirous you for 

aevdting a .part of your attention, affd of 



ycto bk weeHly sheeti to^ 0i6 'q^tioo bf barley wodfl, doubtless^ stilt bo maftetiy 
Ijitetltutiiig Sugar for Com. . I and wiiGtig b^ause, id all probability, thejconsudiptibi^ 
f/H^iieve that the opposition of m^y to of beer Mrdold be somewhat idcrba^V 
^ auch ijpbstitutloD, is owing to their iisanit The dtstiUers^ itis jrue, would be under thji 
.of opportunity to leam, and «ghUy to necessity to advance the prices of their 
understand^ the chief ciremmstances, coi^- spirits. • But, ff the cost of such li<)Uors was 
xiected with the case ; which (as fiir as they to be Increased in a degree to lessen iheir 
ate of a practical nature) is', not to be won- consumption, would not this tend to na» 
deredat. |t is well known to those who tiotial aruendcxient ? Would not the same 
are the most concerned >n the comparison, money be mcpended in, * and the samr 
that a quarter of. well made pale inalt will amount of duties (taken altogether) be 
afford as much vinous spirit as icwt. 3qr. paid for, a far more wholesome, be- 

or lg6lb. of good, and strong: sugar, .cituse more nutritions, article 

• While raw, or unmalted, barle/ if no appeals from the accounts at the Excise 
more than half as productive as tile malt. Office, that 3,250,000 quarters of barley 
Of the 300,000 quarters of barley. Con*' are malted annually, on the average, Tlie 
Slimed, annually, in the British disttlleries remainder of the growth (2, or *350,000) is 


250,000 are malted; and 50,000 are used 
in a raw state. Hence, the quantity of 
sugar required to supply the tSse of 250,000 
quarters of malt will' be 437,5(iK)cwt. and 
the substitute for 50,000 quarters of 
barley will be 43, y50, the total whereof is 


required for stftfd,.and the feeding of cattle.' 
In some parts bf the kingdom bread is, also, 
made with barley. Of the 3,250,000 
quarters of malt, the common brewers use 
2,250,000, or nine times as much as the 
distillers, and it would not be difficult to 


431,250 cwt. or 40,104 h(%s!ieads. The 
accumulated surplus of sugaif in three 
years, (being the difference between the 
importations and the sales from the 1st 
January; 1604 to the 1st January, 1807) 

, amounted, according to the parliamentalry 
reports, to 1 ,434,009 cwt. which may be 
reckoned a supply for the distilleries for 
the three years, being 119,634 hogsheads 
of 12cwt. each.— Tbis immense glut of 
sugar remained wholly usele.ss, under locks 
in the king’s warehouses in London or in 
(he out ports, because there was no demand 
for any part of it. Consequently, the duties 
Jhereon, amounting to 2 millions sterling, 
were lo.st, to the revenne 5 and all the actual 
costs of the cultivation,. ' and various ex* 

• pences in the plantations, with the freight 
and sliipping charges to Englabd, exceeding 
all' toptber a further sum of s^,500,000 
tirere lost m the same time, to the West- 
Indian . proprietors —With what face ,cJ*u 
the country gentlemen require that these 
two amounts of s<?4,500,000 br 1,500,000 ' 
annually should be so sunk and surrendered, 
and'fbr what purpose?' The^* average annual 
growth of barley, in this kingdom was, 20 
years ago, estimated to be 3^500,000 quar* <i| 
ters. There is more reason to think the 
quantity grown is increased than Aat it is 
diminished, within this period. " Add if 
such should be the case to the amount* of 
100,000 quarters only, yearly, it wfll follow, 
that the whole consumption, by the dis* 
tillers, is no more than a twelfth pa^ef 
the annual produce of this grain, 
room, therefore. Is there for alarm to the 
iaqded interest The same qaa^tUy of 


select a very few (say six) of the principal 
breweries in London, wherein as much 
malt is consumed, as in all the distilleries, 
in the kingdom.— After all, 1 have no 
expectation that the measure will pas.s into a 
law. It is too late in the season for the 
substitution to have any effect, either way. 
The distillers are provided with large stocks ; 
and should such an act, even, be assented to 
in the present session, it could be of no 
value 3 ^cause there is reason to believe 
that, to make it passable, a dlause would 
be introduced, empowering the privy council 
to stop the operation of the act, whenever 
it may be judged by them to be necessary. 
And every one must perceive how easily a 
plea may be found by the ministers, foaih'o 
exercise of this power, as soon as the 
harvest is gathered. ^Whatever, however, 
may Se the event in the matter, that can be 
said in excuse for the gross folly and in- 
justice of those who, at the present moment- 
ous crisis, advocate in favour of anhigb price 
for corn 3 who have the assurance to recoin<^ 
mend the throwing it away in the fabrica- 
tion of an article^ allowedly destructive of 
the health, and every way productive of 
distress to the chief consumers of thie 
pernicious liquor 3 instead of promoting 
the application of the same corn to* their 
necessaryfood?— 1 am, &c.— A HAMVSttiaa 
FjLxsBHotnER.— 1808. 

CORK A6AZRST SUGAR. ' 

Sir 3—1 have read your letter to ibR vF^* 
holdiirs of Hampshire, as well as foine 
pefs in your Register, dn the subject of ip* 
tfoducing. sugar instead of.graiu^ into., tbo 
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DiatiUerieSf wUli very great satisfaction, as 
tkey appear ,io <me to contain undeniable 
|rntbs« Bui tn your statement of the annual 
importation of grain from the Continent of 
Europe, for a ^long series of yrears back, I 
think you are rather below the mark* when 
' you make the average only 800,000 quarters, 
a&r have been informed it has amounted to 
between 12 and 1.100,000 ; however, what- 
, ever the' quantity may be, we must now 
consider it out of the market, as We can 
:i^ceive no more from that quarter ; and as 
ifie annual importation of grain shows very 
plainly that there is not as much corn 
. grdwn in this country as is equal to our con- 
sumption, there will be a deficiency in the 
market equal to the amount of the importa- 
tion. Now, Sir, we all know that the 
scarciPy of any article at market will en- 
hance the price of it, as o glut will reduce it. 
Is it not, therefore, very plain, that the de- 
ficiency I have mentioned must raise the 
price of corn, and if we should have war 
with America, the West Indies must be 
supplied with food from this country, which 
would increase the deficiency and raise the 
price still higher. If, therefore, the infor- 
mation which I have received be correct, 
that 1 ,200,000 quarters have annually been 
Imported, and we add to thdt 3(X),000 more 
for the supply of the West Indies, it will 
produce a diminution of the quantity of corn 
in the market of 1,500,000 quarters; and 
if you take from the distilleries and throw 
into^the market ih® quantity they use of 
300,000 quarters, still there will be a de- 
ficiency of 1,200,000. Now, Mr, Cobbett, 
the question of real concern to the country 
ought to be, not whether we shall take the 
pitiful quantity used by the distilleries and 
throw into the market, but how so large a 
deficiency is to be macle up ? and that ap- 
pears to me to a question of every i^rious 
impost under . the present political circum- 
stances of the times. For if after thirty years 
(fori am told we have been importing corn 
^OT so long a period) trial, it has been found, 
that we do not grow as much corn as we 
consume, (otherwise the iirmottation would 
Irave ceased) our prospect of encreasin^ ouy 
produce so as to be equal to our consamp-, 
lion Js rather gloomy; and at any rate, as. 
seedtime isv now past, we can mkforoo 
incrie^ of produce for the present year.« I. 
was tt;erefore astonished to fiDd,«by your 
letter to the Freehqlders of ]^ampsmre,> 
that such a thing as . a Petition against bring- 
ing into the market the trifling queotity of 
grain uWin the distilleries, was likely to be 
.set on foot;. and I wish you mfy be T%fat 
when/ treating on this subject, you state in 


your Register : I.^io recollsict 
meainire to bave been met by to apparent;/ 
** ly determined an opposUioaas this ; 
though I am not on the side of the 
poserSte it does, I must confess, giVe me 
** some little relief from that disgust which 
I have of late experienced, to perceive 
that this opposition has nothing to da 
with party,** because 1 had imagined that 
there was not a fanner in (lampshitd'or any 
where ehe, but who would have been satis- 
fied with the rise of pricewhich thedefieiency 
of corn in the market that 1 have stated, must 
necessai^ily produce, without the addUionvof 
the trifi^ that would arise to him from the 
quantity used in the distilleries, if left to 
himself, and not urged on by^ others possess- 
ing a factious or parly spirit.— It has been al- 
leged, that the distillation of 'grain ought to' 
be encouraged as a measure stimulating the 
farmer to sow more lands, and a granary to 
be made use of in case of need. As to the 
first. Jet us first of all be convinced that 
this countryman produce as much corn as 
the population can consume in food (which 
an experience of 30 years has not been able 
to do) before we throw away any pan of it 
in making of spirits, which can be made as 
good, if not better, from sugar, of which 
wc haye an overflowing quantity at market ; 
and as to the second, we are precisely in the 
predicament, when they allow that the grain 
in the distilleries is to be brought into the 
market for food, namely, when a scarcity 
demands it ; which, I think, is very appa* 
rently our case at present, I have only one 
more question to ask you, Mr. Cebbett, 
when I will not trouble you further at pre- 
sent, and that is, besides the deficiency of 
rain already mentioned, if there should 
appen a blight or o^r injury to the crop , 
now on the ground, where are we^ to look 
for a supply of food ? or must . this* country 
be reduced to a state of famine ? — 
Patria.— 28, IS08. 

Ami^rjcan States. \ ' 
JSelie^ me, j^r Cobbett, it is.not witb<* 
oqt ^Inptance, I again press myself forward 
as ^a correspondeiU of yours, 1 do aMiire 
you, 1 would not .haye attempted a reply^jto 
letter ^ the y American Merchant 
of New Broad Street/* had I not considered 
myself in possession of irresisiabie faci$^ to 
iiatfrve the fallacy of his statenaents. I say, 
Sir,, t would uotoiAerwise have attemF^d a, 
replyv because I know, and knowing it, wUl 
config^,. my iticapacity to carry, on a'leittered 
warfare, where Ingenuity .pf aiguq;tent is to , 
he- the foundation atone-^^his . I candidly 
admiCi but ! must in the same bre|tl)djfklaTe, 
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Aat when I nalhf think myself armed with 
off no eloquence^ however powerfully no 
toricki however adtnlrablei shall deter 
from endeavouring to rescue from unme- 
nfsd insure, those measureSi. .whichi in 
' tny opinioni are adopted^or the preservation 
o£ the diguityi and the independance of 
England/^Jf I have really wounded the 
feelings of the ** American merchant" (see 
fate second letter as inserted in your Register 
p. 610.) in mistaking the principles which 
actuate htm> positivelyi and truly, 1 do, 
from nty very heart, beg his pardon, because, 
it is some relief to my mind, to ^tid him 
disclaim with worthy indignation, ifactualiy 
felt, those motives, whi<^ did in my opioi* 
on, judging from his line of argument, 
glaringly appear to biass him. Forgetting 
the invidious manner in which he attempted 
to insinuate, that personal hatred, and pre- 
judice, were - the incentives, that actuated 
yoUf he complains hf my style of language, 
towards Am, and then dexterously intro- 
duces, a forcible appeal, Vith respect to the 
iiberiy of the British press. ' fjod forbid, 
Sir, that I should attempt to tread, even as 
light as Gossamer, on that palladium of our 
freedom, that ancient fabric, which to use 
the words of an eminent advocate, ** has 
** been gradually reared, by the wisdom, 
and virtue, of our forefathers," but. Sir, 
let me add, honor and pattiotism forbid, 
that I should not strive with honest zeal, to 
•vindicate, from misrepresentation, the jus- 
tice of those measures, which already ^ in 
th^r effect, begin to make the haughty 
Emperor of France feel, that England yet has 
power to protect, her already too much 
* insulted dignity. Pardon this digression, 

which, hurried on by the warmth of my 
feelings, I fear I|p)ay have too much 
'lengthened.— I obsem that vour correspon- 
dent now acknowledges his errpr, with 
/espect to premiums of insurance, through 
the year I 8 O 7 . In my former letter, when 
speaking on this immediate subject, 1 men- 
tioned, that independant of my own indltu- 
diial knowledge, I could produce leading 
under-writers in Lloyds CofiEee-House, as 
evidence to the truth of my assertion, vhat 
premiums did advance in consequence of^ 
the Berlin decree. I have since learnt, that 
several most respectable gehtlem^n, have 
appeared at the bar of the House of Com- 
mons^ and proved the fact. I likewisevno- 
lice# your correspondent dops not doubt 
yny' aaseition, as to premiums having 
advanced lOQ per cent, in America, also in 
cotiMuence of the same decree. If it 
Wbi^ tf prindple of mine^ to dwell on my 
Uimnpb ovnt a fidlen aniagonisL hero. Sir, 


what an opportunity do I possess. I mint 
not omit to acknowledge my error as to llie 
period, when tlie 'Herlin decree was first, 
known in this country, but at the same time* 

I put it to you, and every impariial mau^ 
whether this error, does, iu (he most disiait 
manner, siiake my^assertion, as to premiumo 
having adtraqced in consequence of the said 
decree ? — ^The questions put to JBuonapart6, 
by the President of the Court ‘ of Prtzo 
Causes, your correspondent calls insidious^ 
What ! the President dare to put insidious 
questions to his master ? Oh, no, impossible. 
—Insidious, however, or not insidious, we 
heard of them in this country very early in 
the month of October, Your correspondent 
after conjecturing as to the probable peric^ 
of their being known here, says, but I 
cannot speak wiih absolute certainty to 
this point ; the material thing is, that our 
Orders in Cc'uucil were issued, before it 
was possible to know, whether America 
would protest against the enforcement of 
the Berlin decree, or not." What ! Sir; 
did not America virtually submit to.thik 
decree, by quietly for about two 

months, w’ithout any public remonstriince or 
protest w'hatcver, oi» tiie part of the govern- 
ment, an advance of 100 per cent, in the 
premiums of insurance on voyages direct to 
England and Ireland? surely, nothing can be 
more palpably clear. — Tlie extracts of letters 
I produced, to prove (he execution of the 
Berlin decree, your correspondent says, only 
speak in general terms withoui ,iaming place 
or ship ; this is not quite fair ; they expressly 
say, the Berlin decree had been positively 
acted upon at Antwerp; it is true, "they do 
not give the name of the \esstl mentioqc^, 
to have beeu cast away on the coast of 
France, and condemned ; but when I state, 
on my solemn word of honor, that tbeso 
extracts were taken from the letters of one 
of the most respectable merchants on the 
Continent, and who certainly would feel 
inclined to lessen^ rather than to exaggerate 
the fact; 1 do confidently think that everj^ 
impartial man, taking the context of the 
whole of the said extracts, will be of opinion, 
that the Berlin decree w^as acted upon, pre- 
vious to the promulgation of the Britisli 
Orders in Council. — I believe I have now 
noticed the leading observations, which the 
facts i adduced in my letter of 30lh March, 
have drown from the Ameiican iner 9 banr, 
and notwithstanding be has so ingeniously 
laboured to contradict them, I do maintain 
that tbeystill stand firm and unbhakea. — But 
a few words more Sir, and I take .my (3X1.11 
leave of your coricspondent He 
desirous to piny on my exprc>aicn of Criti^h 




7^] SOUflCAL 


American merclmnt^^by telling yoa that be 
really is an: English, American. merchant, that 
he is much rnistaken if 1 can make the same 
declaration- Kte is perfectly correct j 1 cah^ 
not designate myself an American merchant, 
but, I can assert, 1 am an Engijfihnmn, 
poMSsing a British heart, and British feel* 
ings, and it is that heart and those ft^lings, 
that have actuated me in repelling his accu- 
sations, as to the injustice of the British 
Orders in Council. Had I been born, either 
rn Scotland, or Ireland, (the invidious con- 
temptible distinction, I am forced to presume 
he means to make by using the word English) 
3 can tell him, f should still have viewed his 
Ui^rrow-minded insinuation with the precise 
same sovereign disdain.— I am, See. J.— 
London, Al)ril ip, 1803. 

IRISH TYTfinS. 

|lrR,— Tn yonr Polirk.il Register of the 
2(5th M arch, ulr. J read with infinite plea- 
sure a Jetier dated Dublin, ascribing to rack 
rents, and the neglect of and extortion com- 
mitted by landlords on their tenants, the 
past and present miseries of this country j 
be confidently assnrM the writer has stated 
the fact f 4 urly, and tliat the exceptions to.his 
charge against our frisli s(]uires are so few, 
as to le:jve this a general political truth, 
more capable of ascertaimiieut, and more ob- 
vious to jin imjrartial observer,, than perhaps, 
any afJbr cit'd bv the annals of any couirtry, 
as the cause of disco/itent and disloyalty, 
flurpoor joTii their landlords and squires in 
their outcry against lyt lies, very naturally 5 
these tythes arc in addition to rack renta, 
and the poor Batter theni-selve^ they have 
found a weak point of attack, and that in all 
events, by the abolition of tythes much is 
gained. So far, I concur, and {limiting my 
reasoning on the tyihe system) to the elFect 
it Iws dll the poor, sincerely wish they were 
abolished, and the clergy of all persuasions 
paid by the state. But, to say that tythes are 
' the cause of the poverty, thy heart breaking 
^.poverty, of the Irish cottager, is an absurdity 
too gross, a faKehood too stupid i’or the most 
violent and ignorant of our squires to shew 
his face to. Not one estated mnn in Ireland, 
iy one hundred, has any just sense of the 
implied duty imposed on him as proprietor 

land. He looks merely to the number of 
pounds, shillings, and pence he can extract 
from bis tenantry; he requires, neither good' 
larm houses, timbet, fencing or draining. 
Land contiguous to Dublin,, is let at 7i3t gui- 
neas per acre, near most paltry towns 8 


to'i^j^and'flU '^ver tins 
in pfopertiori* The lahds of 
absentees are let 1 st the 
high rents, because they afe/M;hjir;w 
or attorn^, who is valued and'paid^hjr Iria 
employer 'aceofdfngly, and who makes what ' 
representations he pleases. Nom^hct'crhe^ra 
in society, an estated gebtleman w, ;by 
such or such nn.eventj my estate will be im- 
pi oved> my tenants naade comfortabte.*' No ! 
but, ** 1 shall have, such or such a rise, 
toy estate will be worth so mneb more# &rc.*’' 
•—These fects aro^ disgustingly true and 
piominant to every human being wlio is not 
interest^ in denying them. I therefore, 
draw your attention to this most embarras- 
sing political subject, ndt more on account 
of it's importance than of its diiBculty‘(a le* 
gisDtive interfetence being nearly' impracti- 
cable), in the fyope thaty^dur mind and some 
of your labours, may be directed towards It, 
and that it may beoottie the subject of dis- 
cussion in your Register, and set our fellow 
subjects in G^*eat Britain to think,- and rea- 
son, and communicato on this, the real state 
of Ireland, as deeply connected, nay, em- 
bracing their .own prosperity and existence. 
Do not, J implore of you, Sir, and yopf cor- 
rfsppndeiits, be led away from the conside- 
ration of this subject, by any the ihost distant 
idea or apprehension that you are mistaken 
in the fact. Bnild upon it, and be assured 
your foundation , is good. Take this for 
granted ; and apply your strong understand- 
ing apd powers of representation, to draw to 
it jhe public attention, and to force our land- 
ed gentlemen to turn their views inward. If 
the fact be denied, thousands, tens of thou- 
sands will substantiate it, and the very inves- 
tigation will lend to a beneficial result, t 
really think (withbuy||t^f rating the impor- 
tance of my own country). no f subject to 
which your attention in the course* of your 
political life has been turnejdj itt b/more im- 
portance than this. You wjU necessarily 
among the enlightened and independent 
English find anppoitt and assistance^vdbd gra- 
titude ^d applause your reward in^lks- 
2, ‘ \ 

.. .. . . • 
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The EigWi'Ncteljer. of ttte T^intlh Vo- 
lanie of the a^ove Work ^ ready ^ 
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ment in thr year 1803 . 
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The withdrawing of 300,000 quarters of barley from the distilleries, being ond-sixteenth of the whoU 
quantity grown in the country, will have a great effect in lowering the pnee of that article, and, in the 

' event of a failure in his cropi how it the farmer to pay his rent and taxes f.,» * If barley if 

I* dear, it is owing to* the shortness of the last year's crop; if it had been more plentiful, and, of ooursi 

cAeajper, it would have bren much better for the fai mer m every respect The proposed 

* prohibition, by depreciating the pnee of barley, will, in fact, lay a partial faa? upon the farmer.**— — 
Si^^oatRT Buxton's Speech at the Norfolk meeting to petition against the intended Distillery bilh 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Co&R AeatNST Sugar (continued from 
page 686). —This I do think one of the 
most important questions that 1 have ever 
known agitated, not merely as it concerns 
the interests of the West Indian planter and 
the English farmer, but as it concerns the 
nation in general, as it affects its resources, 

thiKfheans of its strength and safety. 1 

recollect so early^ and apparently so 
determined an opposition^ to ^any measure 
proposed to parliament, and what renders 
the question the more interesting is, that 
the opposition appears, at present, to have 
nothing to do with party.— I have now 
before me, 1st. the speeches of the Norfolk 
corn men made at a meeting, called by tiie 
Sheriff, and held at the Shire-honse at Nor- 
wich, on Thursday, the 28th of April 5 
2d, the Petition of tlie corn men in tlie 
town and neighbourhood of- Roystbn, in 
the counties of Cambridge and Hertford; 
3d, a copy of the Report of the Committee 
of the House of Commons upon the subject ; 
and> 4th, a copy of the minutes of the e\ 1- 
deoce, given before the said committee by 
Mr. Arthur Young, secretary to the 
Board of Agriculture.— I shall insert these 
in the order in whictf tliey stand, oflering 
to my readers, upon each of them, such 
observations as occur to me, and as I think 
likely to be of public utility, 

I. Hie meeting in Norfolk is stated to 
have been composed of the ** landed inte- 
" rest but, if nothing contrary to the 
general interest had been intended, if, as 
is professed by some, a concein for tiie saf^< 
ty of the nation had been the motive of op. 
position, why were not the freeholders in 
general convened*? ft will appear, how- 
ever, from the whole tenor of the proceed- 
ings, that misgtiyed self.iuterest wae, ek 
this meeting, at feast, the prevailing rao^ 
Mve^ I take the report from the Norfolk 
Chronicle of the 30th of April,—'' Sir 
Robert Buxton then addressed (1^9 
" meetitiff; that the measure which 


" had been recommended by a Select Cora- 
'' mittee of the House of Commons, to 
" prohibit ihe use of grain in the distille« 
" nes would prove injurious to the agricu^ 
" ture of the pountry, and to this county 
" in particular. Norfolk and Suffolk ex- 
" ported more barley than all the rest of 
** England, and of course we were more 
** deeply interested in the subject than any 
other part of the kingdom. When he 
" considered the immense load of taxes that 
" was laid upon the land, he thought it a 
** little hard that any measure should now 
** be recommended that would operate to 
" reduce the price of this staple cotumodi- 
" ty ; but he more particularly objected to 
" the principle of laying any restrictions on 
agriculture at all ; when he had the ho- 
nour of a seat in Parliament, he bad 
'' freely expressed his opinion against all 
" legislative interfei^iice whafeyer with tho 
" agriculture of the country ; and he had 
** always thought, that had it not been for 
'' the Corn Laws, which operated as a re*^ 
striction upon agriculture, we should not 
have been under the necessity of import- 
ing corn from foreign countries. Greater 
restiictions w^onld prcjiicru'c the sale of. 
" barley— T-tho fjrmers would grdw less— the 
withdrawing of 300,<K)0 quartern from 
" the distilleries, one-l6th of the quantity 
staled to be grow'ii in England (4.600, OCX) 

•' quarters), would have a great effect in 
lowering the price of that in tide, and in ■ 
the event of a failure iu his* crop, bow" 

** was the farmer to pay his rent Rnd taxes > 

** It appeared from a pamphlet by an old 
friend of his (sir Wm Young) that at;^ 
*' the cs>mmencement ot the F.ench revo^ 

** Intion, and when Franco ceaiod to receive 
" sugar from their revolted colony, St. Do- 
mingo, vhe planters in our own islands 
begap to cultivate new land<«, and (osuclk 
an extent a^ enabled them to send im- 
mense quantities of *.ugar to England i 
which, with the produce of the coiiquerea 
'* colonies, bad glutted the market, and 
Z' 
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ceased a great depraciatloo in the price of 
** that commodity. But it reasonable 
that the landed interest should be called 
** upon to make good the speculations of the 
y West India planters ^ Why was the agri- 
culture of the country to be made thi sub- 
** jectof experiment? If bailey wahdear, 

** it was owing to the shoiine»s of the last 
year’s crop j if it had been more plenti- 
'' ful and of course cheapei, it would have 
** been mtich better for the farmer in eveiy 
respect. The pmposed prohibition, by 
** depreciating the price of barley, went in 
fact to lay a pailial tax upon the farmer. 

" — The measure in every point of view was 
the most injurious to the counliy that 
could possibly be conceived. He did not 
wish to mix politics with the ques- 
tion, but he had strong objections to 
the raeasuie in .i consitutional point of 
view : the disci etfonniy power to be vest- 
'' ed in the pi ivy council he thought highly 
** iiuconstilutioiial j it was to the legislature, 

'' to Ihcir representatives, and not to a privy 
" council, that the landed interest was to 
look up for redress. With these impres- 
sious he should move some resolutions ex* 
pressive of the sense of the country, and 
request the members to communicate to 
parliament the bentimeuts of their consti* 
tuents on this important subject. He 
felt the utmost pleasure m saying, that 
no member had paid more attention, or 
rendered greater services to the agricul- 
tural interests of the country, than an 
hon. gent. (Mr. Coke). I'he resolutions, 
which appear in another part of this 
paper, were then read and unanimouiiy 
adopted ; and a committee was appointed 
from the gentlemen present, to act as 
circumstances should require. — ** Ma. 
** FLVMPTeB stated the motives which had 
induced him to sign the requ^tion | 
" and then proceeded at considerable length 
** to comment upon the Report of the 
" Select Committee, (for cdpies of which 
the meeting were indebted to Mr. Wm. 
^ Smirii, M. P. who, aware how deeply 
many of his constituents were interested 
in the subject, had re-publisbed it in 
** the form of a pamphlet). That report, 
^ Mr- P- said, contained some inconsis-^ 
tepciesandomis-sions, which be doubted' 
not would be hereafter explained. He 
thought that all legislative interference 
^ with agricultural produce, operated to 
** the detriment of the countiy ; if the 
^ mieasttre wd^ bottomed on an appreben* 
V BloP of 8 ticarcity, he dionld bow to the 
decision of the committee, but it would. 
Hi that case, be necessary to extend the 


prohibition to^rdjand, tohlbE tlie.^om- 
** mittee do not recommend. Mr. P. con* 
eluded by recoinmending to the attentiofii 
of the gentlemen present, the New 
Encyclojiepdia, publishing in numbdr^, 
as containing a complete history of the 
Com Laws. — Ma. CoKb said, as a lover 
of agriculture he could not but e^ressr 
his best thanks to the high sheriff, for 
convening this meeting, and to tli 8 
worthy baronet, who moved the resohi* 
tionb. He had not had the good fbr(*:nc 
'' to agree with him at all times; but on 
the present occasion he joined most liear- 
** tily with him, in condemning this inter* 
fcience with the agriculture of the coun-i 
** try. Ill 1798, when a similar application 
was made by die West India merchants, 

** Mr. Pilt, who conceived the substitution 
of sugar instead of malt in the distilleries 
would be injurious both to the revenue 
as well as to agricuUure, set his face 
against it ; and about tw*o years ago, 
when the appli&ition was renewed, he 
** (Mr Cok^) wrote to a cabinet minister 
to know his sentiments on the subject, 
and to assure him that he should q^Jl 
** the attention of his county to it ; gpd 
do every thing in bis power tp opposb^it. 
—Mr. Fox returned for answer; ' you 
'' may keep your county quiet;* and so 
'' the application again fell to the ground.**- 
** He admitted the distresses of the plan* 
ters to be great, which were however 
in a great measure occasioned by their 
** gambling speculations.— *He could not 
admit that the present committee was 
fairly appointed ; it was composed prin* 
** cipally of West India planters and mer* 
chants ; application was made to admit 
** county members, but without success i 
and afterwards the members for the 
'' barley counties, but the chancellor, of 
the exchequer would not hear of St.*** 
With respect to the price cf barley, ^had 
it not been for the failore of the "pea 
'' crop, barley would not hfive been so 
** dear. When he first knew Norfolk, all the 
western parts of the county grew nothing 
but rye; by superior husbandry it bad 
become a wheat county, and iid trwned 
** that nothing would be done to dlscov^l^ 
the growth of barley or to alter me 
^lat system of Noribik husbandry. It 
'^had been recommended to the wpaers 
to use sugar and mtSasses fer ^ fkb* 
tening of cattle, but he did not tfai^k it 
would answer; if there wmaprdnmt^f 
he was certain that the idteiwi 8 t 
'^men whom be bed the hpmr of 
dressibgwoidd Imre nUm the 
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'' Norfolk. first barley cocm^ lu the 
V'' kbgdpm, its yeonianry of the most 
respectable description^ aod they might 
be sure of his attention to their inteiests 
on all occasions. From a report which 
’ accidentally fell into his hands, it appear- 
ed that gO years ago, five millions of peo- 
pie consumed more malt than nine mil- 
** lions do at this time, this he could not 
'' account for, but perhaps the brewers 
' '' could ; for John Bull was as fond of beer 
** now as he was 90 years ago/*— Suppose 
we begin our remarks with this last part of 
/ Mr. Coke's speech. It has nothit|g at oil 
to do with the main question ; but, u affords 
a ^ood opportunity of questioning a popular 
opinion, which appears to me to be founded 
in error.— -The report, of which Mr. 
Coke speaks, was, doubtless, the report of 
the evidence of Mr. Arthur Young, who 
stated, that, ** by the return to the act of 
" 41. Geo. III. it appeals, that the number 
of the people in 1720, was 5.5^^5,000, 
** and that, in the pei lodtjf that act, it was 
9,343,578 5 *’ and yet, tlfat at the for- 
mer period moiemalt was consumed than 
at the latter period.”— Of the utility 
of this statement wc shall, piob.ibly, have 
to speak bye-and-byj bu*, tifiae did Mr. 
Young learn that the number was 5,565,000 
in 1 720 ^ Not ** by the return to the act 5 ” 
or, at least, I never ^aw or heard of any 
such return •, and 1 thought that all the re- 
turns to that act were in my possession. 
Mr. Young may have heard of a census, or 
numbering of the people, in England and 
Wales, previous to the year 1801 j but 1 
i^ever did, and, I am of opinion, that he 
.ha^^now <ipoken from no better authonty 
ihjn that of Gregory King, who, indeed, 
""was so minute and accurate a gentleman, 
'that be included in his estimate the number 
of rad&Us la England and Wales.— When 
^le' returns were made to the House of 
Comtpons, Mr. Chalmers and others looked 
badTito Gregory's estimate, and tiiumpbant- 
ly exclaimed, see how our population has 
increasM ! But, in viewing the strength of 
this kingdom as relative to that of the neigh- 
bouring nations (which was the object pf 
Mr. Chalmers in paiticular), some attention 
should have been paid to what oui old pains- 
Jt^kiug friend Gregory said about the popu- 
lation of France, which, at the epoch of 
hts estimate, he stated at 12,000,000; and* 

E W know, that, in the time of Necker, 
were in France, 26,000,000 of people, 
at, supposing Gregory's estimate to 
havebe^ correct, the population of France 
^lucraased much tuore than the popula- 
tion of £n|^and, a fiict which it never occur- 


red to Mr. Chalmers to notice ii^hU eHbv 
mate of the relative stretch of Great 
** Britain ; " but, indeed, it a f^t that 
did by no means answer his purpose, whi^ 
was to please Pitt, and one way of doing' 
which jvas to persuade the nation that it wae 
in a most thriving and ffouribhing state, 
while it was weighed down to the very earth 
with taxes, and had constantly in its bosom 

an immense army of tax-gatherers. Novv 

as to the fact, ray opinion is, that the popu-i 
hltion of England and Wales has decreased 
during the last hundred years. London 
has increased, but look at the distant coun- 
ties; look at the huiuliedsof towns and 
villages, once considerable and now almost 
nothing ; look at the laige churches in places 
which now coniain scarcely people enough 
to fill a large pew ; but, above all, look at 
the ancient maiks of the plough imprinted 
upon millions of acres of land which now 
bear scaicely a blade of grass. Le(; any man 
look at the -sides of Old Winchester bill (near 
Warntord in this county 5) let him look at 
the sides of the down near Twyfbrd and 
Morestead, where the land, in order to’ 
en.ible the horses to go, was first mowed with 
the spsde, and placed 111 the foi m of steps 
of a stair; let him proceed westward evea 
to the land's end, obsei ving the s'^ine nil thw 
way , and then let h.m say, what demand 
foi food that must have be>m, which could 
have driven the cultivatjis of the land to 
such undertakings. All llT'se lands are now 
luicultivated ; and, I think, tlwit this fact 
alone is quite sufficient to prove, that theru 
)b now less food uqnned in the country than 
thei e foitnci ly wj^ ; and, of course, that 
the population ha-i diminished,— lleturn- 
ing from this digicssion, tor which the? 
readoi must blame Mi Coke, I come^to that 
pa' t of the speech^ s, which applies tp thtt^ 
qiiestiym before us. Upon what Siii Ro- 
BCK Bux ro'i said il will not be necessary to 
say much, seeing that the worthy Biionet 
was kind enough to answer himself, as will 
be perceived by the sentences -which I have 
taken for my motto. In one breath he tells * 
us, that lowering the price of barley will 
disable the farmer to pay his rent and 
taxes; ill the next breath, that if barJt^ 

• were cheaper, it would be much better for 
the farmer in every respect; in the third 
breath, that, by depreciating the price of 
barley, you lay a partial tax upon the farrier, 
lliis was*pretty well, I think, for one sin- 
gle speeob; and, if the committee, whjiph 
was, it appears, appointed by the meeting 
** to act as circumstances might reqol|:e,J 
should but discover sagacity equal to Sir Ro- 
beit, thtir affairs are, it must be confessed. 
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in a mow promi^Irig Mr Piump* 

TBF and nothing, and Mr Cokf seeing to 
ha\e spoken an amatein ruber than a 
practitioner He took care howcvei, to siy 
a great deal of hinisclf ind seems to Inve 
been very ankious to t ins( it to be bdiie\cd 
that ho IS the mini pr p ( f the tarminc; in- 
tcrist Wlu 11 / \s he, .ibout two 
jeais j»go in ippl It on to tht eftect of 
" tl>e piesint meisurf uis made to the nii- 
nistds /levKUtc Mr Fox to as‘»nie him 
*■* tint ho sh n Id c 1 1 the ittcntio 1 of fn^ 
county to It, and d> every ihii g in his 
powtr to oppose u, lint Mr I o< return 
** ed fur Jiisutr, 7/ou may h tp your lountj 
** quiet and SO thi vpplicatu n f 11 to the 
giound , ’ ana SO I tinst it will not fill 
to the qiuund now , tor, if iht m1^l^ttr5l iie 
to be till s tiiintd 1 ide fioni do ng uhit they 
are convinced is tor the genn i] good, there 
can be no tei n of rtpioich t( o stvtie to be 

bestox ed upon them llic clistiesscs of 

the plnnterihivi 1 illoxv, little to do with 
the question, wliuh I eonhi < nui« ly to tlie 
general inttusts of hnglmd, bit, uhit 
dots Mr Coke mein by isseiting, tint these 
distresses b ivc arisen ehitd) by the ** 

** speculations of the philters’” The 
philters are no more gnmb’ers, and, perhaps, 
not near!) so mu(h, as the Norfolk f nmeis 
are In the timilies ot nnn) of them their 
plantations hi\e been foi stvei il nr< 1 ti nis, 
and their pursuits put ike as liUlt ot tie in 
tuie of gambling is do tlu pm suits of Mi 
Coke Ihere line, of htc ycirs, been 
speculations enough in fuming, spccuhtionn, 
too, boideiing upon gambling , andy "Mi 
Coke would not like to heai the nci usition 
applied to himscif ind his eonnty ’ 

II 1 be following IS a cop) of ill Petition 
to pailiaiaent from “ tht Oufurs ayuLouu- 
pten of Land sesidiut in thi toun and 
** neighbour hood of Rorjston lh*t 

youi petitioners nc many of them owners, 

** but the gicitti part of them occupiers of 
lands, in a distiict wIkic birlev is the 
** principal article of produce, and where, 

'' from the great pioporiion of irablr* land. 

It IS presumed more barley is cuUia ited 
3 reaily than in almost any other district of 
equal extent in this country — lb«t 
** your petitioners find it extremely difheult, ^ 
bv their most laborious exertions, to 
** obtain a remuneration, even ui kindly 
seasons, propoi tioiiate to thqu labour, 

" owing to the increased expense of every 
<irtirl6 necessaiy to luisbmdry, and the 
oppressive weight of rates and t ixes, to 
•J which they aie liable Tbit they hive 
at all times cheerfully borne the full Slnie 
of jjttibkc boalieiis, iti the hope that they 


'' would have been enabled pfoenre 
** fair and leasonaUe profit from the pro- 
'' duce of their land But they have late*^ 
ly been very sensibly alarmed at the mea- 
sure which they uilderstand has been* re- 
commended by a committee of your ho- 
** nourable house, to whom it was rcferied 
'' to con»iJci of the expediency of piqhibit- 
" ing the use of buley, malt, and other 
gram in the distilleries of British spmts, 
** a id of substituting sugar and molasses in 
** their stead , a ciicumstance which can- 
not fai^ as jour petitioners most humbly 
** insist , ^0 depiei late in a very considerable 
degree tho^e essentiil articles of subsist- 
tnie, the giowih of our own country, in' 
fivoui of others (useful, indeed, in then na- 
tme but ol eons difably less consequence), 
" tiiepioduccofourowndistantcolonies, and 
^ ' ) oui pet 1 1 lonei s beg leave humbly to repre** 
" oent to this hon house, that tlie depression 
of our own produce, for thcbencht of our 
“ ill >t ml colonies, appe irs to your petition- 
" CIS bom ii]ij>oliticand unjust Ibai such 
4* pi in liadopted by the legislature of the 
** lounii), and passed into a law, must be 
** hi|^hly del n mental to the faimei, and 
** throw a damp on the incteasing spiiil of 
agncultiue (in the perfection of which 
the permanent seeuiity of the kingdom 
^ will be louud to exist) at a time the most 
dm^fious foi such an experiment to be 
“ made, and that the hiided interest, upon 
** tvl leh the gieatcst pioportion of the pre- 
^ sent tixes are thiown, will be still more 
” dtpiessed, and, of consequence, lose that 
'' t lull weight in the scale of the country, 

to which U least it is entitled Your 

petiiioneisbcg to urge toyour hon hlitise 
IS an uiiquestion ible f ict, that the groWtk 
“ of grain m this country must be piopor- 
tiombly diminished, by lessening thede- 
mmd foi It, whilst every extensibn of tliie 
** market, will encoui ige and increase the 
** giowth, and theieby improve our intejnal 
** resources, and lessen our dependance up- 
'' on other countries and tnat the preseirf 
** growth ot gi un 6as of late ytais beeft 
much ineretsed, and is capable, by impar- 
legishiive proiecrton, of being ren- 
** dered equal to the supply of every dotnes-* 

‘ tie market that can be opened to it 
** Ihit a grcit propoi tion of your petition- 
ers' lands lie in a common field state, 
/iubjec^ to the rights of sheepwalk, and 16 
** invariabit lotationsof cropping, and thfr 
drpreeiition ot the value of their bi^fey 
ciop will tl eiefore be more deeply inju- 
if IOCS to them, andih'it, liom the compa- 
'• ^rative poveity ot the soil of a laige pait of 
y this distfiet, the crops arc obtained a 





^/greater exertion^ and a mort eap^nsive 
]X^ mode of farmings than in many other 
parts; your petitioners must^ ttierefore, 
necessarily be more proportionably de- 
'' psessed by a decrease of the v^lue of the 

crop. -Youi petitioners^ therefore, 

think it incumbent on them to lose no 
time most humbly to implore your lion, 
hoifie, to take the circwmstances of their 
case into your consideration, and that you 
will not permit a lestriction, in its nature 
BO injurious to your petitioners, and to the 
landed interest of the country in gcneial, 
to pass into a law; and that yoin uill af- 
ford them such relief in the pici^iums, as 
to your wisdom and justice shall seem 
meet.**— There is nothing ?iew in this 
petition, if NS e suppose it to have been of later 
dale than the speeches of Sii KobeitHux* 
Ion and Mr, Coke, otherwise that part is 
new, which speaks of the heavy ia\es borne 
by the land-owners and farmers Sn Kobeit 
spoki as it almost all the tixcs fell upon the 
land. Almost the whole? ot the povr-iute^ 
certainly do t \\\i mm efii ate I // the land, 

but, aie they not ^finaliy paid by the consu- 
mer oi the com, after the same manner that 
the tax upon sngai and rum is paid by the 
consumer? A gallon ot rum is brought into 
England, the importer pays, peih'ps, ten 
shillingb duty and live shillings in puichase 
money ; but, if he sell it to me, do I not 
pay (ho duty 5 The com is taxed by the 
overseer of the pool , the farmer pays him 
the lax, but do not I, who top«ume the 
corn, piv the lax in the end^ It is other- 

wise with the income, or piopeity, tax. 
I'here the land owner has a decided advair- 
ta^f-^r, his income, ^vhich he has in p*r- 
piys no highei i ate* of tax than the 
Tncome ol a carpenter or smith, whose in- 
come, and the cxisteiice of whose family, 
defend entirely upon his life, nay upon that 
v^y precarious thing, his health. Sir Robert 
Euxtoii has, wc will say, live thousuuvl 
podfTds a yeaf, denved from land ; and, of 
course, he pays jOoi 0 a > ear income tax. A 
tradesman gains five thousand pounds a year 
by his trade, and he pays ^^^500 a yeai in- 
come tax. Rut, *Sir Robt rt's Lind is held jn 
perpetuity ; it is productive wli«ther he be 
well or sick, and it descends to his heir after 
4iiin ; while the tradesman's gains may cease 
in a moment, aie subject to a hundred ca- 
sualties, and are, in fact, not worth above 3 
4 years purchase, wbde Sir Robert's aie 
w&Qh SOyeap purchase at theveiy leaBt. In 
such'3'xtTrrsL of things i bo land owneis, and 
especially t^^rea/ Lmd -owners, niigbt,^ne 
woidd Ihink^were ir merely foT deceno^’s 
a^, abstain from complaiuiag about the 


partiality of taxation^r-^TljeM pethioncra 
state, that, even in kindly seasoosi they 
** can hardly obtain a sufficient remuixera* 
tion lor their labour, owing to the high 
price of every article necessary to hos- 
bat^ry, dnd the oppressive weight of 

rates and taxes.** What do they mean 

by kindly seasons?** Do they mean plen-* 
tiful years ? VYhy, in plentiful years corn ia 
chi np^ and that, according to their apparent 
view of the matter, is a great injury to them, 
(hey being, in fact, petitioners for a high 
price And, as to ai tides necessary to hus- 
bandry, the principal of which \% labour, does 
it not, gentlemen, bear (taken together with 
the pool -rates) an exact propoition to the 
puce of your corn ^ To not ren/s also pie- 
serve this proportion, upon an average of 
years; and /ww5f not this be the case^ Is 
not so in in'* nature of things? And, upon 
any other siippositiou, w'ould ilieie not be 
some ‘•ense ui ihe standing toast of the far- 
mer: “ Cheap land and dear corn?’*— 
Ml. Young, too, t.ilks, as we shall see bye* 
and-by, about 1 ales and taxes and expensive 
utensils and the many othei diuouragvment9 
to agncultun' ; bat, when, a few weeks ago. 
Ml Young was writing to mewnth a view 
to obi«ain a general enclosure bill, he agreed 
with Mr. Spence, that there were more Jar* 
met s than farms, and that <5apilal was every 
day moie and more pressing forward to^ be 
employed in agriculture. The fact is so. It 
IS notorious, that, if there be a farm to let, 
the owner IS instantl^ beset with applicants 
for it. Is thiS a pioof that 1 irming yields 
little profit > Does tins coiroborate the idea 
of Mr. Wakefield (wdiom, by the bye, I 
should have been glad to hear from again), 
that the fanner is not sufficiently reward- 
cd f >r his labour and the use of his ca- 
pifal • 

Ill^^he Report of the Committee of the 
House of Commons, lecommeiiding the use 
ot Sugar instead of Corn, in the Distilleries, 
IS veiy long ; but, it will be sufficient for all 
the puipo'ses of the discussion to insert the 
concluding pait of it, which contains the re-* 
suit of their inquiries.—-** It appears to 
** your committee, that considerable quan« 
ties of wheat, flour, and oats, have been 
** annually impoi ted into Great Britain for 
some years past, while the export of those 
articles has been very trifling. The sn^ 

" nual impoi t and export of bailey is very 
small. *Tlns furnishes a sufficient protk* 
that we have of late years depended, in^ 
some degiee, upon our foreign coQnee*^ 
lions for a supply of food for the inhabit 
taots of this country, and your coramRtfe 
are not informed of any circupisttmces at* 
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** tendaftton the late q;op that can diminish 

theimporiance ofthat resource. ‘Your 

conannittee taking into their most serious 
't cohsideration the state of our foreign re- 
lations^ and the consequent probability 
that our usual supply of grain fropa fo- 
** reign countries may fail us, are naturally 
led to suggest nieasuies of precaution 
‘K'liich may eventually ward off so great 
an evil.— —It appears that about 4/0,000 
qrs. of grain are annually consumed by 
the Briti'ih distillers, and a greater qiianti- 
tyin Lcland, and that the importation of 
corn into G. Britain from foreign parts, 
exclusive of that fiom Ireland, has for 5 
years past amounted to about 770,000 qrs. 
Undeji' the pressure of an actual scarcity, 
there would be no hesitation in having 
recourse to a stoppage of the distilleries. 
" Your committee therefore submit, that 
the restriction of that trade to tho use of 
sugar for a limited time in G. Britain 
only, (if the measure should be deemed 
** inadmissible ns to Ireland) would he a 
wise measure of precaution under our 
** present prospcLts. It would leave foi the 
lood of the people 470,000 qrs. of grain, 
a quantity greater than the importation of 

** oats in the last year. Aware however, 

“ that should any change of circumstances 
open our comnumicalion with the rest of 
the world, this measure might berendei- 
cd unnoccs-iry in the view just stated — 
av^are that although in the event of a de- 
ficient crop this year, the distress would 
be greatly increased if accompanievl bj' a 
deficiency in our usual foreign supplies; 
yet, that in the event of a superabundant 
Jiarvcsr, the pioposeti restriction mighf be 
found very himful to the agricultural in- 
** tercBts of the kingdom — aware that the 
** return of peace uMght relieve the West 
India planters from their present cKitress, 
** and that probably some measures may be 
** devised which may alleviate that distress 
betbre the period to which it is proposed 
to limit this suspension shall be con- 
clud^, your committee recommend in 
the strongest manner, that any bill to be 
brought in, in consequence of this Report, 
** should contain a clause granting a power 
** to the king in council, upon a sufficient 
notice, to do away the subpensiou, and 
allow the distillers to carry on their trade 
** in the accustomed manner. — —When it 
" is concidered how very small a fiortioii of 
the barley grown in this kingdom is con- 
Burned by the distillers, it is scarcely pos- 
sible to think that the proposed measure 
itself can bear vety haid upon the grow- 
er.. It is calciilatod that 1,200,000 acres 


are used for that purpose, of whidh abo^t 
80,000, or one-sixteenth, are sufficient t^ 
grow the whole quantity Jarom which the’), 
spirits consumed in England are product. 
The quantity of barley and here growiv in 
Scotland does not, in all probability, bear 
a much less projiortion to that consumed 
in a similar manner. There aiedoubt- 
les<r miny parts of the countiy in Vvhich 
the substitution of a different crop could 
** be attended with no disadvantage, and 
might eventually be attended with profit. 
III the most cultivated parts of Scotland, 
in which a practical knowledge of agricul- 
ture exwts in as great perfection as any- 
where, such a substitution has been found 

actually to answer . It is to be remark- 

** ed, that although it may be deemed dis- 
** advantageous to substitute any other 
** grain in the room of baiiey, yet that the 
prices of grain mutually opeiate upon 
each other, and that a rise or tall in the 
pi ice of any one kind must have a corre- 
sponding inffuence on the prices of the 
rest; and^fuat any alarm which might be 
created by this measure can only operate 
piospectively as to next year’s crop, from 
ail expectation that the same suspension 
will again be resorted to. Your com- 

mittee trust, that on a full consideration 
of the subject, all apprehension will be 
done away by the power proposed to be 
vested in the king and council. They are 
sensible that they should not have fulfilled 
the duties imposed on them by the house, 
unless they proceed to consider every pos- 
f-ible mode of relief for the proprietors of 
West India estates ; and they trust that 
they shall be enabled to suggest nreawes * 
so permanently beneficial to that bodyjNiy 
to render it unnecessary for them again to 
apply for the interference of parliament, 
even should the present anomalous state 
of our foreign relations be protracted.— 
Your committee are persuaded that the* 
perniaiieiit adoption of this iiigasure.v^Id 
be (Attended with great evils to the agricul- 
ture ol the country ; they feel it' incum- 
bent on them instate, that nothing in the 
^evidence before them could induce a re^ 
commendation to that effect ; they con- 
ceive that itsfieqiieiu repetition wouldcbe 
still more hurtful ; and nothing but the«>w,^ 
strong cw 80 clearly made out by the 
West India interest, coupled witli the loss 
of our trade with the countries ffotju 
whence we derived a great proportiot^of 
•’ our foreign supply, could p];c;i«rri''1^tl 
f^iem to advise even this sli^t temporary 
^titerferenoe (guarded as itSs by ^he pro- 
posed limitations) with an established 



of ogriailturt^.—»—The peculiar f qtiite dear, from this report, Ihatt^ in* 
* aituation of Ireland, ilie great difficulty of ' nuenoi of what Mr.doke calls the landed 
collecting the revenue on spirits there, interest did sufficiently prevail. Would 40 

great prevalence of illegal distillation, God that as great care were taken of the ft* 

** aiW the fear that this meabure. together neral interests of the nation, in naany Other 

** witfh the popular preference for com cases that I could point out ! 

li^htskey, might increase that trade to an I\^. The Evidence of Ma. Artrvk 
** unlimited amount, and interfere ^iithany Youko, Secretaiy to the Board of Ag|ricu!« 

regtilations that might be adopted for its ture, as it afimarB to have been the grand 

supprcbsion, prevent your committee from war-horse of the com met#, is worthy of 

decidedly recommendinsr the extension of particular attention. He was examined by 

this suspension to that country , but they the committee on the 2l8t, the 24th, and 

'' arc by no means prepared to assert that 25th of March The minutes of the exa- 


such regulations may not possil^y be de- 
vised as to lender its adoption there as 
** pr u ticable as in Great Britain ’They aie 
lunvilling to express an opinion on this 
part ot the question —Your committee 
'' press upon the ooiiwderation of the house 
the seveie loss that must be felt by the 
empire at large, and by no pait ot it more 
than by the landed interest, if some effi- 
cent remedy should not sive the West 
India coJonu s (lom the drsasters that await 

them When it is recollected that this 

country derives from them a'net re\enue 
on sugai of ^^,000, 000 anninlly, be- 
sides the duties on the other ai tides ot 
their produce, that they take oft nianu- 
factures and produce of this conntiy to 
the amount ot r/ 0,000,000 steiling, to 
which considerations must be ndded the 
shipping they employ, and tli^ sailor'* 
bred in the tiaJc , ind thit were the le- 
striclion taken o 1 tint now impedes the 
' expoit of coi 1 to the colonies, the} would 
^'import frou hence, to the great ad\dn- 
^ titj the Pntish Jin Iholdei uid ihcm- 
’ r)wi4it, a coiitidci ib'e piopoihon of what 
'*/tliey now do 1i in toieign paits, it is 
' hoped tint the hou-jo will think voiu cc m- 
■ niitiee wan anted, iindei ihe pccuhai cii 
cumxtancesof the times, in rccoinnicnd- 
^ mg the suspension ot the use ot gi un in 
the distilleries of G Biiiini, and llicui rc- 
•OTlTOttn to the use of sugi foi one yen, 
from th^ 1st of Jul>, 1H08, lo the 1st ot 
July, 160Q, accompapied b) the aforesaid 
discietioiiaiy powei to be vested iii his 
majesty.**— Mr O ke c ompl iius of tiie 
composition ot th^ comm ttec, and says, tint 
tlip country genttevun (I thonirht, for my ^ 
part, the race had been eyti ut) were ex- 
cluded from It, thoigb it appeals from the 
members present upon the ijthof March, 
that, out of 14 members, thcie wt.re*Sir 
Henry Mildroay, Mi I iscelles, and Mi 
Wesw»»^\ Whethei there were any moic 

e »t lan^wners I do not know, %r I 
ow not tw persons of most ot the leu of 
the moaibers; present, but, I tlmik, it le 


minalion are too long to be inserted here en« 
tire, but, by leaving out those parts, which 
relate to the maninr of cukivatmg land, to 
the particular interests of certain persons and 
districts, and to othei matters of mere detail, 
w e shall find room for all that has connec* 
tion with the great points under discussion. 

But, before I proceed to quote, Tmust 

beg the reader to bear in mind, that be hat 
been addressed by Mr. Young through tho 
pages of some recent numbers of my Rsgis- 
tei His letters will be found in the present ^ 
volume, at pagcb 288, 3 ^ 3 , 56$ •, and a few 
words will suffice for their history. I had« 
in several previous numbers. Contended, that J 
England was capable of maintaining herself 
independent of all foreign commerce. Mx. 
Young, in his first letter, endeavoured to 
convince me of the contrary, and referred to 
liib experience to prove, that, without fo« 
letgn commerce, even our agriculture could 
not flour. bh In the same letter he noticed 
an abscTiioii of mine, that, in 'years of the 
j greitest known scarcity, we had not import- 
I ed more than enough piovisions for one 
week, and he enteiod into a very minute 
arcuimt of our imports of grain, with the 
Airwof convincing me, that we did, in a 
gi( It measiiie, depend upon foreign oont« 
mu rector .an adequate supply of food. In 
Ins s(M ond letter (page 375} he took ocoaslon 
to point out the remedy , that is to say, an 
uldiiion to be made to the food of thecoun* 

(ly b} the enclosing of the wasteland^ under 
the operation of a generft enclosure bill. Iiib 
anbwei to this letter, I stated (see p l65) se- 
veial objections to a measure of this sort, and 
asked, besides, what good it would do, see- 
ing that the friends of agriculture** com- 
plained com was already tmochmii^ Mr. 
Young, at page 56S, made an attempt to an- 
swer this question how far he succeeded 
the leader has seen , but, at any ra^e, he still 
persisted, that our piospectsof future siinjdy 
were \ei} gloony, ami that the only eftcc- 
tiial remedy lay in a me sure of general en- 
closuie It must be c bvi jus to every own, 
tut such a measuic, it adopted, would bo 
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Ifclow ip Us Operation. My opinion that ble to 4nnh aaccess to agrSoiUure, su(n 
U never have the proposed effectt and palpably inLonsisLency might be turned on^ 

I need give no other reasons than (hose with a laugh , but it I'y painful to see a ge^ 

Gtaced in the article above rtlerred to, and tiemanrot guvt and acknowledged tale^/ 
which Mr Young has not, in my opinion, and of experience, as to such matters, ^^tir- 
letiUed, 01 shaken in the smallest degree passing thil of, perhaps, any other^ man 
But, be thuas itma>, thciecan benotloubt living, ih is liamptud by the influence of 
upon this point, tb it, to obtain in additional n more than sectaiian bigotry to ore parti-* 
8upp\y of food irpni lands now lying waste tular puisuit.— <— Let ns now proceed to the 
must be a work oftim , to sa} nothing «'iboat extiacts irom the minutes, beginning With 

the seed lequiitd /oi tl em, and the liboni the examination of the 21st of Mai ch.— 

which must be withdrawn fiom the lands al Q \Vh it, in youi opinion, would be the 
ready enclosed and under cultivation Ne- ** eflec is upon the agriculture of the coun- 
verthelcas^ let this be conceded too. Let the “ tiy of the piohibition to use the usuar 


suppoiiltioLi be adopted, th It this seed and 
thislaboiii, so withdiawn, would leave the 
other hnds j ist as they wcie, and even sup- 
pose, that, in the ensuing yen, the new en- 
closures would give ns an iddition to oui 
food , let us suppose all this, still the fact 
is, that there n no such n oisnie of genual 
enclosuie. Wo aiL not it the present mo- 
nunt, to trouble o iiscUts u th what might, 
what way, or wlut uitt be, but, wo ill 
know, that theie/4 nog nci il cnclosu ehill, 
that iheio n no sii h i n ; s that w hu h Mi . 
young insisted was tin oi ly ic-.ouitc loainst 
the daugus, ni} tl t hotior-i, ul \ non-im, r 
tation ol food Well, then, who would not 
have expected to (nd Mr Yo ing ammust 
the most sieijU3usot the livoritts toi an 
impoi tation of com in the f( im of i ^ 
W1)0 would not Irve t i\x( ltd b) he ir him, 
who was so alinot l u ll t sto[*pi:;oof iht. 
jmpoitation of 8 >0 0 Oc.pnrteis ot corn in- 
IJy, congfatulia iin and my icadeis, ihat 
the minibtcrs had foi nd <jut i wav of s ung 
the consnuipiion of 3iK),000 qnaitirs aiitiu- 
allyi by causing sugai i>l>t, ustil m the ois 
tillcries> “IJiiiiStus,’ siva he fp >77), 
** best know whue tom i> to be had , to 
me It sttms just as piobiblo to plot me it 
from the Moon as 1mm P»i s i ( 4 lidaatl, 
** Were a shoitcrop, oi a wtcl- s i ndtw, 
toarrve, we should se- the l\u) ^ onse^ 
called together, ommiltwos appoa.ied , 
examinations, proceedings pmclimations 
issued; hat inguci pionounted , suosti* 
tutCb jeconiniendcd , the voliuiteus in 
awfivity , government dnmed, md Bno- 
** napartL cJelmUted * Well, Sir, the mi- 
nisters have found com, and thj, too, 
without going to the Moon j and, aie you 
not pleased at the liitivy discovu / ^ Not it 
fill. It seems, and you now dicad, not ,|i 
'' short crop oi a week’-* ituHi-jv,” but a 
ghttM market f And s‘ill , aje, still you 
ciy foi more corn, ihiongh the means of a 
general enclosure bdl ! This leally is 
ecough to addle one's biain. in Sir Robert 
Baxlon or any ut tlic amateurs, who a&«em<« 


soits of gram in the distilleiies of G. 

** Biitam' and Ii eland ^ A. I conceive, 

'' that the eflect would be injurious to the 
agnuilinie of the kingdom, exactly m 
“ piopoition to Ihecjumtity lemovedfrom 

demand ii the maiket 9 

quantity so con<siderable as to make (he 
bnl() growci look to the distillery as a 
SOUK e of ionsjdiiable influence on the 
pirc of the A L^udoubtedly, 

** no itpoit cv.uld spread through the krng- 
“ don, itlMive to any stoppage in the 
" uisi lltn, which would not immediately 
• i/i tit pute of lathy in iny appre- 

liLiKi in. 9 Von have stated, in your 

“ fust inswei, ll n the exclusion of gram 
fioni the i\ i ilciies, would be injunoun 
** to the a,iicuitnre of the country do 
** vou mi an tliat it would he so undei the 
1 anution of one )cai, or do you connect 
w th th t liinintion a continued exclusion 
.iluiwatd^*’ Ihe stoppage of the 
disiiluiv loi one vtai, next October, I 
CJiiiLive, wculd aflcct the quantity of 
bn lev so^Mi the following spiing, uiiallJ® 
to ail) at^er t flirt, it would dependujRn 
the ( iiiuiiiitanccs I alluded to before — 

9 \ou h‘ve stated, that the report of 
such c\ ll Moii be mg spread about the 
conn 13, would be injuiious to the agv- 
cnliiii*' of tbecountiy^ A Metely by 
s nkii '^lic puce— 9 Has supirfeport 
circuk ted alitady > yl. I reSfiy do not 
know. 1 have been in towm ever since 
this committee sat, or was expected to 

sn 9 fallen ? A. jVb* 

Slot that I know of —9 !*» there any 
reason to expect it will immedintely fall ^ 
A, I stated the crop to be a shoi 1 01 e, and « 
' consecpiently theie 1 $ little likelihood tf 

* the pi ue falling with a short crop, speiik- 
^ mg only at the present lime, and so late 

* in the seisoQ as fbe month of Marchf 

^Ihere needs no comment mxzik.^thiai. 

Theansweis do, in fact, answeiuheoiselves. 
It /^strange, though, that Mr«<Tooog, wbq 
heids constant correspondenee w^tb ^cry 
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of the country^ and who, 1 believe, 
ermtends the publi$ihing of a moiuhiy 
agi^^'ulturai repoit, should have wanted in> 
fofin. non as to this impoi taut fact, merely 
lieca*i%i he h id been in town. But, when 
he was ..feked, if the price >»as expect dio 
fall, he to have been full) a.vareot 

the danger of being a prophet Lejore the 
event *1 heie wasi, last > ear, n shoi t ciop of 
barley then, it sterns, atuljctMr Youtijr, 
In another part of his evidence, sa>s thit 
the price of bailey i» now too low, and 
then, again, he si}s lb it he wints new 
wiiclpiiuies, in oidei that vmte toiru might 
be raised, to prepire us igainst a "day of 

Bcircitv * The e\amin.iiijn goes’ on. — 

Q SnppOoinj the ncrage qunUity of 
com inipjited into tins counuy can be 
** justly computed at moie ilnn 600,000 
quartcMs, wins njniv then, arise-* to the 
market, bv ackiionc in the demaiui to 
the amount of JOO QUO quniteis used in 
the dlstdler’f* U tlw tune when we con- 
ceive the impo t iti ii» IS ii(.nly, if not 
totally stopped ^ -i he i^ncukuie of 
the kingdom hiving mi gieatlj depres- 
sed by the reguiai irnportalion of bOo 000 
quaiters, it would stein of allothciic- 
raedies the most cxtiaoidinny, to lake 
fiom the demand, such a^ it is, that of 
300,000 quarters, oi any other given 
**■ quantit) . It stems to b»' an addition of one 

** evil to anothci Here we see Mi 

Young alarmed at a lit w evil Kdimimsked 
demand, not a diminished supply, is now 
the spectre that Inunts his lm^glnallon 
Tins has been obseived on before, but, it 
cannot be top often piescnted to the uMden 
The motto to ray last sheet (in which 1 
oiii^ted to put the name of Mr. Younc^) 
was, as will be seen, e\tractcd from one of 
his letters lIis letters ill tended to one 
point, iiijirdy, tint of ciusingitto be bc- 
f.w ed, that Lnglind, as her agriiultuie 
MOW stands, is, upon an average of jeais, 
unablv. u piovide for hei own subsistence. 
}s It not monstious then, to hear him now 
declaie; tint the introduction of 300,000 
quarters of corn, in the shape ot sugar, is 
an evtl^ But, we are now going lo hear 
him say, that the countiy can provide for 
Its ^ ants, not only without any importation 
in any shape, but without any new enclo- 
sures.- Q. Do you suppose, that the 

** evil of the decrease ot the deuiand of 
300,000 quaiters, can be equal to (he 
evil of tlie import ot 800,000 quarters ^ 

A Ce»*tainJy not Q, Do you suppose 

that alt tbelandifi cultivation throu^l^out 
V England, would he able to supply /rW 
r 4. CERTAINLY, without 


the hmi&Hon of a Wifbh 

** cot bredhmg up pasture? A, It would be H 
very great benefit to break up pastute* 
A great deal of bav^asture lemainB aOs 
foi want of encouragement to plough 
it, an4 if flnt enormous impoit was 
cut o^, alt such bad pastures would 
immediate! V be undei the plough 
Whit would be the consequence of it to 
'' th^» glazing of the countiy > A Tlio 
' glazing of the country does not depend 
upon bad pastures, but upon good, and 
** landlords would certainly take care that 

good grass should be supi lied Q, 

Would not the diminution of the quanti- 
ty ot pa-tiireliiul, laise the price of but- 
•• chcraiiical, butler, a mu cheese > A. It 
would lessen the price , for there can be 
no question at all, but that the clover and 
tuinips upon such pastures, so broken up« 
would pioduce much moie of those at- 
tides, than tJie whole pastuiedid before* 

** Q Would this expedient avail much« 

suppobiiig the foieign supply of G. Bri- 
'Mam suddenly cut off ^ A If such change 
" occuircd in the month of June, it cei^* 
*' tainly could have no ctliM t till the 8eav»ii 
*' ot putting crops in return agTin — — Q* 
" You have stated, that a great deal of pas- 
ture remains unploiighed, because it if 
" not worth while to plough it . ctnild it bo 
" piofitably brought into a course of corn 
" crops unless thcie wcie a n nsiderible in- 
" crease in the puce of com ^ A, Un^ 
doubtedly not, or the expectation of a beU 

" tci price,’ Now, hefnsl stales, that 

our average impoi ration has been 800,0QPI 
quarteis cf corn , th's quantity, together 
with wfnt we giew, he says was necessary 
to Us, and he adds that he knows not wher^ 
the ministcis nic lo find it. But, say the 
committee, do jou suppose, that our lands 
aiuady^rnclosed and under cultivation, would 
be able lo supply the quantity of com which 
we hue been acciistomeif to import ? "Cfer- 
" iaitily** says he, without the hesita- 
tion of a moment.” It follows, then, I 
think, that Mr Spence and I weie rights 
when w e asserted (what Mr Young contra* 
dieted) that we could exist independent of 
commerce, and that there, was no necessity 
foi that general enclosure bill, which be re- 
presented as the only preventive of thehorit 
roia of starvation. " Aye,” will he say, 
but not too fast. I say the lands in oalti- 
" vation brea/Ze to supply US; but, In^n 
unUer another mode of cultivation tkdn, 
" the present," Why, so I said, Mr- 
Young, when 1 objected to the project of ^ 
general enclosure bill , and you, at the closo 
of a passage) m which you give yomr reasona 
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for believing that litde or no improvement 
in the caltivatiito of lands already enclosed 
can be expected, tht^a emphatically observe, 
that, ** speaking generally, Jaml, nlreadtj 
occupied, is no more at our disposition 
ihan land in the Muon'* (See page 57^ )• 
Well, then* Sir, the land already enclosed 
is not, according to your statement made to 
- me and my readcis, a/’/e to supply *’ the 
800, (X)^) quarters, heretofore supplicii from 
abroad ; and, what you say afterwards about 
the b] caking up of pasture will avail you 
nouglit in removing the inconsistency, unless 
you can show us, that you have now dis- 
covered a way of putting at oiir disposition 
lands in the Moon.*’—— On the latter 
p.iit 01 this extract, I only beg the reader to 
observe, that the breaking up of pasture is 
to rendcT corn, butcher's meat, butter, nnd 
cheese, mure (tlKndunl, and to lessen the 
piicc of iln it, and the tanner is (o be 
induced to bjeek up pastures, by on 
increase, or eipated i/ineu^e in pti.es. 
Respect for Mr. Young's talents and 
• *eal restrains me ; hut, icplly, this isalmist 

tAo much, to heir. The £\aminalion 

ot the 24tli ot Alanh, \vhlch led ro 
the quchtion of enolo'»urcs was as tcllows , 
Do you appiehend under the pio- 
sent cirnunstanccs ot the face of Europe, 

" there is any very alaiming danger of a 
redundancy of grain in the maiKet ? 

'' jd. I do not ro7ireive tli it '*l present, there 

is any appeal ance , of it. (J>. Doyon 

not apprehend there is a possibility of a 
" great distress from the non-impoiMtion 
** of oats ? A. There certainly maif ’ne a 
great probaln/ity of some distress for 
want of variou.s sorts of corn for a time, 
but 1 conceive, that supposing impor- 
ration was, .from the state of Europe, 
cut off, that the \ivil w'ould speedily be 
f* corrected, by such an enc'mrUtgcment 
to the agriculture of the kingdom, as 
'' would soon proAice a redundancy. > 
(?. Must not that last as long as the ports 
^ of Kuiope continue shut ag«iinst ns, or 
** till there are some gre^t improvements 

" in agrionltnre ? A. Certainly. Q. Do 

yon conceive, that any immediate, or 
temporary inconvenience would follov^’ 
from a diminution of the quantity 
** brought to market in the ensuing year, 

•' to the amount of about 1,00(J,00() of 
quarters ? A. Such an inconvenience 
certainly might hahpen without a doubt. 

Whnt is the nature of that in- 
conven»ence : A. It would greatly de- 
l>cnJ upon what the ensuing crop shoorid 
prove. ^ 111 -* iucnrvenience w'ould be 
very serious indeed if we had a failure 


in the crop.**^ — 9* 

'' if the conBumpiuin grain were' 
continue as at present, and the im^yt 
fram every pait of the world, JMahd 
excepted, were to ceAsc for the oAt'li 
or IS months, that the price ^^f grain 
would rise w I ihin that period to a dc- 
'' grec tli.a would , be distressing to the 
“ ])opulation of these hngtloms ? V/. Un- 
d()ubtedly the price might ri<‘ to *3iicli 
'' a degree, but it siill v. ould be dependent/ 
in a great measme, t)ii what the crop is, 

of course. Q. I am talking of an 

avere^e crop ! A. Inconvenience miglit" 
‘‘ result even if wc had an average cinp; 

because, it we look back for the I.! ’! 6* 
** years, we have had a very cous'diuble 
importat'on, and yet the crops Lave 
l)f*en n )t far from -iverage crops — 
Here lie is got romplclely Into thesubjunc- 
l*ve moed. Ifedoeiiiot conceive, that at, 
pre^en^, there is any at •rming danger troui 
a redunditniy of corn ; he thinks there muy 
bo a great pndaKLity of some distres.s from 
the stoppage* of the foreign corn-poits, but 
is a)n<ident the evil would speedily be cor* 
nH'*ed by such encouragement to ihcagricuU 
hue (jf the>e kingdoms as would produce a 
ttdundancy.^ And this, reader, was the 
gentleman who so frightened you, and, al- 
most frightened me, with his anticipation of 
'' a. short crop ora week’s mildew !*' Nay, 
he said (sr^e p. .'3/2) Prevent the want of 
importation before we hear one word of 
udaviity of [irodncing too much corn.'* 
He would not he.ar one word) no, not onO 
\^oul of this, until we had so improved our 
agiiculture, as to prevent the want of ira- 
porration. Have we so improved "Hitii^ir L 
Why, then, do you talk of injury to 
culture from the want of demand i You haSP 
recommended a general enclosure bill : , 
** what for ?*’ said 1, *• to get more corn 
That, according to the complaints of 
country gentlemen, (for the sendroent 
never was mine, observe) oe • an 

** evil, as they say that corn is now loo 
cheap. *' To this your answer, jiist quo- 
ted, was given ; to this you answered, 
prevent the want of importation hefora 
we hear one word of the calamity of pro- 
duciijg too much coni.** So say 1 ; but, 
you, it seems, are, now, not only bearing, ‘ 
but saying, a good many words about the 
'' calamity of producing too much corii«* 
lejore any thing has been done to prevent tk^ 
want of importation.— proceed: fin 
admits, that a temporary inconvenieiida 
mifht happen, if the demand of next year 
stpuld exceed the supply to the amdont of 
about one million of quarters ; opdtl^ If 








^^Ji^ports were to conUntie sl)ut for 12 
J tnontha longer^ the price mis(kt rise to 
• u^tressiug degree, but that much would 
upon crop | nay, he is candid 
^enougl^ admit, Ih^t, if the crop^ were an 
Average Oil/e, inconvenience arise, and 
well he might make this admission, after 
having, with all his great powers of state* 
ment, iinprinted upon our minds the fact, 
that, upon an average of many years, we 
V^hnported 800,000 quarters ! But, is it not 
charming to see how calm, how composed, 
how serene, Mr. Young is become upon the 
. score of a probable want of corn ’ I congra- 
tulate him upon the change, which will 
also, I hope, help to keep me in counte- 
nance j for, one of my correspondents treat- 
ed me alm6st as an unfeeling ruffian, because 
1 seemed to write upon the subject in cold 
blood. He told me eve>^ lody else was 
alarmed, and he particularly cited Mr. Ai- 
thur Young, from whose authority, he said, 
there was no appeal — — We now come to 
the grand point re%pecting‘Che effect, which 
a general enclosure would have upon the 
' flOAKket, and the difference between that 
effect and the effect of the substitution of 
sugar for corn, in the distilleries. The 
committee seem liere to have made their last 
grasp at the eel , and, I think, the reader will 
agree with me, that, with the help of my little 
sharp-pointed holders, they fairly caught Jiini. 
** — f? Does a letter on the produce and 
consumption of this country signed 
“ Arthur Young,** and published in 
** CoBB£TT*sRi!.GisrERof the 5th of March, 
“ contain your sentiments on that subject ? 

** W. It dws. 9 . I there lead, “ that 

*5 tlitfe is a degree of precanousness in 
national resources that ought to 
'' make a deep impression on the minds of 
those in whose hands the safety of the 
kingdom is placed, to find that our con- 
sumption of wheat in a year of mo- 
^ ** derate plenty exceeds the produce by 
‘ '' more -tjiaii s£l ,000,000, accompanied 
“ as it is by a population admitted on all 
hahda to be increasing, must, surely, 

'' be admitted as a just cause of apprehen 
** sion. Were the countries which haye 
'' usually supplied us in a state of inde- 
pendence and security, the prospect 
** '* would be far more pleasing, but when 
ft anxious eye to the ports of 

the Baltic, the view becomes dreary in- 
^ ** deed.**--— Was that case written under 
^ apprehensions of an over loaded market, 
"^or of a famished poputatUm ^ A, fa^ 

** fnished population is a very strong idtoi, 
but cei^JialjU,,jt ^jjyritton >under 5- 
Jf prfb^stonn that aiSvm scarcity might an- 


Do yen coarider that prasent 
atate of the couptiy, and doubtful relianoo 
'' that is to sbe put lH^eign markets, calli 
for a prompt adoptWn of the rcmedjr 
against scarcity which you have proposed^ 
'' viz. tJie encouragement of potatoes, and 
the cultivation of the waste lands ? 1 

** certainly do, and I think that every hour 
that is lost, is much to be regretted.—— 
9 You have stated, that the exclusion of 
'' ^ain from the distillery, would injure 
** agriculture by lowering the price of gram. 

Do you mean, that this effect would be 
** produced, by tlie additional quantity that 
would be thus thrown on the market? 
A. Not by the additional quantity thrown 
on the marker, but by the demand for 
the quantity already in market being with^ 

drawn, Do you mean, that the 

proportion of demand would thereby he>« 
'' come less than the proportion, of supply } 
A, Certainly, as far as the quantity 
** amounts to that is consumed by the dia- 

tillery. Q Would not the same effect 

** upon this proportion 'be ^occdhioned, if^ 
(the consumption remaining the same) an 
additional supply of equal amount were to 
be I rought into the market? A, Certain* 
ly, I conceive it would. — (J). la what 
** respect, then, wmII the effect on the mar- 
ket, w'bich is produced by saving the 
consumption of a given quantity of corn^ 
** differ from that which is produced by in- 
troducing into the market an equal quan- 
tity in addition to the former supply by 
cultivating the waste lands ? A The cul- 
** ture of the waste lands would not have a 
great effect on the immediate production 
of BARLEY. The great effect would 
** be, oil the potatoes, and on the food of 
cattle and on the production of otlier 
" grain, but probably Jeast of all on barley. 
If th& cultuie w^as principally toincreasie 
the production of barley, it would ope- 
** rate exactly in the fnamter the hon, mem* 
her alludes to, saving the consumption of 
** tile people employed on such cultivation. 

— 9 * Would the consumption of grain ® 
** by the people of England be immediate- 
ly extended by the cultivation of iho 
M’aste lands > A, Certainty not.*'— — 

— JNow, obscr\^e, the consumption, be 
says, of the people of England uould not 
he extended by the cultivation of the waste 
lands. He had told me this before, and 
he saw Ihd Register in the examiner’s hand. 
Well ; 1st he says, the mouths would not 
be Increased by the cultivation of the watta 
lands i 2d, that the quantity of core pr^ 
duced would, by that cultivation, be in- 
creased ; 3d, that the demand would be 



W. mJTtCAlli!EGf$TER.^JVKmeri,t/sZei/er [ 

dtmioHbea, reduced of his patience , but^ the subject appean 


Murse> by the exc^liifliQii^f com from the 
disiilfenes} 4th, .that Ibe same eilect 
votiid be produced tjf an additional sup* 
ply of ^rn were brought into tlie market. 
These, four propotfitions Mr. Youjg has 
here^ in his answers^ clearly and undeni- 
ably stated or atisented to j and, these 
propositions admitted, it inevitably follows, 
that, if to introduce sugar into the distil- 
leries be injurious to agriculture and the 
laided interest, and tends to lob the nation 
of a granary in times of dearth, so is the 
enclosure ot waste lands injurious to ^gri* 
cuhure and the landed interest, and tends 
to rob the nation of a granary in limes of 
'dearth* And, huw does Mr. Young en- 
deftvour to escape from this iuterence ; 
from this logical eel-holder ? He is asked, 
tt’Afl/ ?especl, then, does the etlect 
of the culture of waste Juiuls e////ir 
from that of the introduction of sugar 
to supply the place of corn ? ” What 
is his answer to this question ? Why, 
that '"the culture of waste lands would 
« not have a effect in the immcdiulv 
introduction of BARLEY.*’ Of barley. 
Sir ! Why, we were not talking* of bar- 
ley alone ; nor were you talking of barley 
alone, when you were describing the pro- 
bable horrid edbets of a scaicity, and 
calling upon us tociiltivate the waste lands, 
in order to prevent those effects. But, to 
leave no room lor cavil, to do Av'ay' all 
pretence for continuing the di.spule upon 
tins point, either you were, in your let- 
ters to me, talking of barley alone, or you 
were not. if you were not, then the above 

inference remains indisputable 5 and, if you 

were talking of barley alone, then we 
want no inference at all, • for we have 
your own express achjiowledgtment, in your 
wsl answer but one, in these wordJ * If 
” the culture of the waste Jands was prina- 
fatty to increase the production of lartey, 

‘ It would operate exactly in the manner 
_ • the honourable gentleman alludes to j” 
t^t is.to say. it would produce the same 
its the introduction of sugar into the 
disliiJcries j and, that is to say, accordin'’' 
to your present opinion, tlie culture of the 
waste lands would be injurious to agricul- 
ture and the landed interest, and would tend 
to rob the nation of a granary in times of 
M ^ opinion is directly opposeil, 

to ail tnat, upon this matter, ‘you have 
Heretofore given as the result, of your nia- 
turest thoughts, and have endeavoured to 
igcelcate in the minds of all de.scriptions of 
.persons have now to beg the reader’s 
pardon for having «o long trespassed upon 
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me to be of extreme importance to the 
tion at large j and, as Mr.’ Young is 
dently th^ oracle of the country geiitloBeh 
and of all, the patrons of high prices 
It seemed to me necessary to show.^aT ei! 
thei he is a gentleman of very unsettled opi- 
nions, or is carried away by a misguided zeal 
for the interest of that particular class of the ’ 
community amongst whom he has had**the 
peatest intercourse, and with whom he has- / 
leiig been an object of admiration and res.^ 
pect.^ As to the measure proposed, Ihcie. 
surely, faunot be a doubt of its iweivin-r the 
Miiction of parliament. Pelitioncts indeed ! ‘ 
letihontrs for a high price of corn ! The 
freeholders of Rosshire have, it seems, peti- 
tioned for high prices, while it is in mdence, 
that an alarming scarcity exists in that coun- 
ly i end which slate of things is not confined 
to Rosshire alone j yet, are the other coun- 
ties ScoUand also petitioners against sugar, 
thanks to the iiistigaiion of those who would 
starve the people, if they could thereby fill 
their own peckels. But, is the sober and 
serisible pa/t of the kingdo^m to sit ruletju. ■ 
and sufler, as a correspondent asks, \ ques-^ 
tion of this extreme magnitude to be decided 
<>y the clamours of misguided avarice ? If so 
we deserve, not only to ht Jiot^ged; but fa- 

be'”un””^*'* ‘he lash has 

Botley, May 6 . 


A LKTTKR FROM THE HON. TIMOTHY PICK- 
kking, a senator of the U.VlTEn. 
STATES FROM THE STATE OF MASSACHU- 
SETS, AND SECRETARY OF STATE UNDER 
gen. WASHINGTON, EXHIBITING •jCfl HIS. 
CONSTITUENTS A VIEW OP THE IJV|^« 
WENT DANGER Op AN UNNECESSARY A^“" ' 
KUINOUS WAR WITH GREAT BRITAIN; 
addressed to HIS EXCELLENCY JAMe/*'^ 
SULLIVAN, GOVERNOR OF THE 

STATTe.^DatedCily of mskington, Feh% 

10 , 1808 . ’• 

Sir;— -In the even current of ordina* 
ry times, an address from a senator in con- 
gress to his constituents might be dispensed 
w^th. In such times, the proceedings of ' 
the executive and legislature of the United 
btate^exhibited in ihcir public acts, tpight 
^ suthcient. But the present singular con- * 
aifion of our country, when its most interest- • 
ini' concerns, wrapt up in mystery, excit^ * 
universal alarm, requires me to be no laUgpi' 
silent. Perhaps 1 am liable to censure, jfP'* 
sBdi a crisis,, for not sooner presenting, -To 
yor and them, such a view of out national 
idpirs as tjiy officUJjitiiation. ..twA.jDl»ced itf 
oiy power, r now adiJiresa it to yon^*#iri as 
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tWproper organ of communication to the 
Id^slaturc.-— The attainment of truth is evet 
double and 1 cannot permit jruyseif to 
'^'^dosjbuthat the statement 1 now tiAke must 
^ be skU^i^able to all who have an4gency in 
directin^he affairs, and who areguirduns 
of the interests of our common wt ilth, whali 
^ matenally depend on the mtisures of the 
government of the nation At ihe sime 
time, f am aww of the jealous} , with which, 
\in these unhapp}r days of party dissent on'», 
taj^communicaiions may, by some of my 
constituents, be received Of this I will not 
: conlplain : while 1 earnestly wish tile same 
j alousy to be extended iowaid-> al] public 
men Yet I may cliim some shaie Of at- 
tention nnd ciedit — that shire which is due 
to the man wlio defies the world to point, in 
the whole course of a long niid public life, at 
one inshnce of deception, at a single depar- 
tuie from truth — — ^The embaigo demands 
the fiist notice For perhipj no act of the 
national goicrnment has c\ei pinJurcd so I 


much solicitude, oi spiead sich unncrsil 
alarna Beciuse all n iturally conclude, th it 
■^H^ilWuic pregnant with incalculaLle mis* 
chief TO all clashes of our fallow cili/c*ij, 
would not have been piopoicd hy the pi si- 
dent, and adopted by congress, but toi cau'-es 
deeply a fleet mg the interc'its and sifetv of 
the nstion It in ist Inve been under the 
influence of this opinion th it the Icgishtive 
bodKs of some stitcslnvc txpicssed their 
appiobition of the embiigo ci ici c\pl cilly 
or by imphcition —The foHowing were all 
fhe papers 1 ud by the jiresident bcfoie con- 
gress, as the grounds of the embargo — l 
1 he proclamation of the king of G Britain 
Tiecjmtlng the return of Ins suojccts, the sei- i 
men especially, from foicign countiies, to 
aid, in this hour of pecvih ir dnngcr, m the 
'defence of their own But it being an ac- 
kjjowledged punciplc tint every nation, has a 
n^it to the service of its subjects in time of 
war, tint proclamation could nut fui nish the 

slightest ground for an embargo 2 The 

extract .of a letter from the giand judge 
Hegnier to the French attorney general for 
the council of prizes This contained a par- 
tial inteiyretation of the impeiial blockadiivg 
decreeof Nov, 21, 180() 'Jhis decree, in- 
deed, and Its inleipietation, piesent flagrant 
Violations of our neiitial rights, and of the 
existing treaty between the United States 
and France} but still, the execution of that 
d^ee could not (from the smill nambei of 
“mneh cruisers) extensively intenupt our 
Wtle* These two papeis were public -r3 
Tho Urlter from our minister, Mr Anjta- 
iteo&g, the Flench tni- 

nuttroffmiga affiurs . aod~I. Mi. Cham- 


pagny’s answer. Both these ougbt; in Ifbv# 
or sob$taoce> also to have been made pttbiML 
The latter would have furni Aed to out IM* 
tion some idea of the thews and expeetationa 
of France But both were withdrawn bft 
the pieaidcnt, to be deposited among otbair 
executive secrets while neither pieseated 
any new ground to justify an embargo 
the senate, these papers w'eie refcM red to t 
coir nittee The committee quickly report- 
ed d bill foi living an embaigo, agieeably to 
the piesidcntb proposal. *1 his was read a 
1st, a '>d, and a 3d time, and passed} and 
all in the short compass of about 4 hourl ! 
little lime was repeatedly asked, to obtain 
fuithcr informition, and to consider a mea- 
sure ot -^uch moment, of st ch universal cot>- 
cern but these icq icsts were denied. Wio 
were hurried into the pas8.ige of the bilh as 
if theie was danger ot its being rejected, if 
we weic 'illowcd time to obtain further in- 
foimilion, and deliberately consider the 
sub]f ft Tot to tint time ( iir vessels wero 
ticcl^ s Kng on foj eign voyages , and m a 
intiomi point of view, the dqmtureof half 
a ilo'cn 01 a do/en more, while we were in^ 
qu n ig into the nccessit) or expediency of 
the uni u go, was of little moment Or if 
the danger to our vessels, seamen, and mer- 
cl met iQ had been so extieme as not to ad- 
mit of one day’s delay, ought not that ex- 
treme danger to have been exhibited to con* 
gics>^ Ihc constitution which requires tto 
jicsident to give to,congicss informatioii 
of the state of the union,** cert imly meant 
not putial, biu complete information on the 
subject of a communication, so far as ha 
possessed it And w hen it enjoins him to 
recommend to the ir consideration such mea- 
suies as he should j idge necessary and ex- 
pedient,*’ it as certainly intended that those 
recommendations sliourd be bottomed on in- 
foimiiion communicated, not on facts With- 
held, and locked up in the executive cabinet. 
Had the public safety been at stake, or any 
great public good been piescnted to Our 
view, but which would be lost by a momenta ^ 
delay, there would haie been some apology 
for dispitiii, th High iiunt for acting without 
due infoi Illation. In tiuth, the measure aj)- 
peired to me then, as it still docs, and as ft 
appciib to the ppi he, without a sufficient' 
moti\e, w ithoiit a leguinnte object. Hence 
the general inquiry “ Foi what is theetp** 
bargo Jaid^^ * And I challenge any man, 004. 
in the secict of the executive, to tell. 1 
knovf, S 41 , that the piesidtnt said the paper$ 
above-mentioned “ shewred that great' and 
inci easing dangers tbieatened our vessel^ 
oni seamt^n, and our merchandize’:’* but 1 
also know that they exbib ted no new dan- 
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gern; none of which our merchants and 
seamen bad not been well npprr/ed. The 
British proclamation had many da) s before 
been published in the newspapers [the copy 
laid before ns by the president had been cut 
out of a newspaper] ; and so had 0e sub- 
stance; if not the woids of Kegniei's letter. 
Yet they bad excited little concern among 
merchants and seamen, the preiervation oi 
whose persons and property was the profess- 
ed obtiect ot the president's recommendation 
of an embargo. The merchants and seamen 
could accurately estimate the dangers of con- 
tinuing their commercial operations; of 
which dangers, indeed, the actual premiums 
of insurance were a satisfactory guage Those 
premiums had very little increased . by the 
British proclamation not a cent : and by the 
French decree so little ns not to stop com- 
mercial enterprizes. The great number of 
vessels loading or loaded^ and prepared for 
sea ; the exei tions every where made, on 
the first rumour of the embargo, to dispatch 
them, demonstrate the president's dangers to 
be imaginary, to have been assumed. Or if 
great and re^ dangers, unknown to com- 
mercial men, were impending, or sure to 
fa^, how desirable was it to have had them 
officially declared and published. This 
would have produced a voluntary embargo, 
and prevented every complaint. Besides, 
the dangers c]earl)i defined and understood, 
the public mind would not have been dis- 
quieted with imaginary fears, the more tor- 
menting, because uncertain. — Itistiue that 
considerable numbers of vessels weie col- 
jected in our ports, and many held in dus- 
pebse ; not, however, from aily new dan- 
gers which appeared, but from the myste- 
rious conduct of our affairs after the attack 
on the Chesapeake^ and from the painful ap- 
prehensions that tho course the president 
was pursuing would terminate in wa\. The 
National Intelligencer, usually considered as 
the executive newspaper, gave the alarm, and 
it w^s echoed through the U. States. War, 
probable or inevitable war, was the constant 
theme of the newspapers, and of the conver- 
sations, as was reported, of persons supposed 
tp be informed of executive designs. Yet 
amid this din of war, tio adequate prepara- 
tions were seen making to meet it. The or- 
der to detach a hundred thousand militia to 
fight the British navy (for there was no ap- 
pearance of an enemy in any other shape) 
was so complc^fely absurd, as to cfccite, with 
men of common sense, no other emotion 
tban^ridicule. Not the shadow of a reason 
t|jat could operate on the mind of a man of 
common understanding can be offered in iti 
justificatioo. The refusal of the British offi- 


cer to receive rhe frigate Chesapeake m a 
prize, when tendered by her commander 
a demonstration that tlie attack upon htvmfs 
exclusivek for die pui pose of taking thstfdju-' 
sorters, and not intended as the commet^^ 
meiit of a war between the two na(/ons.iThe 
president knew that the British had no in- 
vading army to land on our shores ; and the^ 
detached militia would be useless,' except 
against land forces. Why then was thiif or* 
der for the militia given ? The nature of tbe’^ 
case, and the actual state of things, autho*^ 
rize the inference, that its immediate, if fiot 
its onlyv object, was to increase the public 
alarm, to aggravate the ])ublic resentment 
against 6’. Britain, to excite a war pulse ; 
and in the height of this artificial fever of 
the public mind, which was to be made 
known in G. Britain, to renew the demands 
on her government, in the poor expectation 
of extorting, in that state of things, conces- 
sions of points which she had always consi- 
dered as her rights, and which at all times, 
and under all cifvumstances, she had uni*- 
formly refused to relinquish. The resiilt of 
the subsequent negotiation at Londf^ti 
shown how utterly unfounded was tl J* pre- 
sident's expectation, how perfectly useless all 
this bluster of war. While no well»informed 
man doubted that the British government 
would make suitable reparation for the at- 
tack on the Chesapeake. The president 
himself, in his proclamation, had placed the 
affair on that footing. A rupture between 
the two nations,*' said he, ** is equally op- 
posed to the interest of both, as it is to as- 
surances ot the most friendly dispositions on 
the part of the British government, in the 
midst of which this outrage was cormiMtfed. • 
In this light the subject cannot but present 
itself to that government, and strengthen the 
motives to an honourable reparation for the 
wrong which has been done." And it la . 
now well known that such reparation mf^Rl 
have been promptly obtained in London, had 
the president's instructions to Monroe 
been compatible with such an adjustment* 
He was required not to negotiate on this sin- 
gle transient act (which when once adjusted 
wps for ever settled) but in connection^with 
another claim of long standing, and, to say 
the least, of doubtful right ; to wit, the ex- 
emption from impressment of British sea- ' 
men found on board American merchant 
vessels. To remedy the evil arising frocQl 
its*exercise, by which eur own citizens werf, 
sometimes impressed, the attention of * 
government, under every administtatioo^ 
ha<j^ been earnestly engaged ; but no jpraett*. 
ca]^le plan^has vet beencg ntrlved ; while M 
man who regards*^l3X5"lnAth, wiU 
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tbefwtpos(tion of the Bntiib govemoittit to 
zddpt duy arrangement that viill secure to G 
Brka(n the services of her o\’in subjects 
And ni'iWj isrhen the unexampled tiigahoa 
of th|ft country, leit alone to maintain the 
conflict whh France, and her numerous de- 
pendent states, left dlono to withstand the 
pmtirer wfhich menaces (he libeitics of tne 
world, rendered the aid of all lici «^iibpcts 
more than ever needful , there \\ is no it i- 
sonable ground to expect th it she w ould > leld 
the nght to take them when found on brnd 
ther^rchant \essels of any n it ion ^ 'll ns 
! to 'insist on her yielding this pointy anti in- 
separably to connect it w ith the afljii of (he 
Chesapeake, v ns tanl iriount to i dettimi- 
nation not to ncgoci ite at all — I write, Sii, 
with fit adorn , for the timcj* ne teo penhins 
to allow those who aie pitted in hi*-!! nd 
1 1 sponsible situ itK hs tobesil ntoi ic tivctl 
Ihe peate and safety of oi i tom tr\ m ‘U 
peudtd on a (hiead Ihc course W( line 
seen puisued leids on to w n — to w'^i with I 
G* Britain — a war ib olnttli w^jhout n tcs- | 
ar which, whctiti disastrous ti 
must bring misery and rum to | 
the Untiles, misery by the dtstiuclion of 
our navigation and com meice (pci hips al'Jo 
of our fan est seaport towns and ciiie*') the 
loss of markets for our produt e, the w int t f 
foieign goods and manufactuu s, and th 
other evils incident to a state of w ir , t n 1 
mill, by the loss of our libcrti ind m kpci - 
dence hor if, w ith the aid ot o u tin s, G 
Britain were subdued, fmm that uioiuenr 
Kough flatteied pel hips with the n ric of 
allies, we should become the provinces of 
Prance, ^ This is a lesult so obiious, tJrt I 
*mqst ciavc lour pardon for noiitiig it 
Some advocates of cxerutue n c '«i u s ad- 
ipit it They acknowledge tint the navy of 
^Britain is oui shield against the overwhelm 
ing powd'r of France Wh) (hen do they 
jHerstst ill a course of conduct teudiii^ to a 
ai]]\ti^re WMth G Biitun^ — Will ii be be- 
lieved that It IS principill), OI soldi , to pro- 
cure inviolability to (he merchant flig of th* 
tJ. Stales’ In other words, to pioteit all 
teamen (British subjects, as well as onr own 
citizens) • on board onr merchant v essels Hft 
ib a fto that this has been made the gu itevt 
obstadc to nn amicable settlement \ ith G 
Britain. ITet, 1 lepeat^ it is perfectly well 
known that she desires to obtiin only her 
tram subjects, and that American citizens, 
^topressed by mistake, are delivered ip on 
authenticated proof The evil w e < om- 
j^itl of arises from the impossibililv 
wljt^dNUiAguibhing the persons of two na- 
ttmis Who a few yeais since wcik one pdb- 
•jte, who exhibit the same manners, speak 


the sanfie language, and posma similar 
tiires. But jieeing that we seldom hent 
complaints in the gieat navigating states, 
bow happens theie to be such extreme 
sjmpathy for American scamcii at Wash- 
im^ton ’V Especially in gentlemen from 
the mtciior states, v hich have no sea- 
men, or fiom those Atlantic states wlH)se 
nitivc seamen bear a verv small proportion 
to 1 ^se of ISfew J.nnlarfd ’ In fact, the 
causes of complaint are much fewer than 
lie pi (tended Ihey rarely occur in tbe 
‘elites wluse seamen arc chiefly natives, 
llu hist nieuh lilt ii the Tbiited States, in 
inswcMing mv late inquiry ibout British im- 
piessnients, ‘•a)s, ** since the Chcjaperke 
fliti we have h id no complaint I cannot 
hud one single instaicc whcie they liave 
taken one min out ot a ineichant vessel. 

I line hul more than twenty vessels arnved 
in th It time, without one instance of a m in 
bcinj t ikcn l>v them 'J hrr^e bweeUe were 
tak» n out l)\ a I icnch fiigate I h iie made 

II qiinv of dl the masters ihit hue airived 
in ihi \ ciiuty, and ciniiot find anj com- 
jJiii^s 1 nn t the Bntish (luizerb Can 
giPtUmc*!! of known hostility to foreign 
comuK rce iii oui own \es‘-els — w lio aie even 
willing to anril d }t( it (Ml * utO iherearc) 

— < in these e( I lb me i j)\ad tbe cause of 
oni seiin i . b*c use they ic illy wish to 
[ t ilicni ’ C in those cleMie to protect 
cm st'’p n, who bj lijlng in unnecessary 
CM* 11 -,0, e\| osc ihtm bj thousands ic^ 
sf 11 \ r beg ^ — ( >ne genilcraan said (and 

I I diev® Jie’doc s m t s»and done) that tomtr 
than i( mil the piincip c that G BrftaiullQri*} 

8 ik 1 t to tda hci ov n •'UbjecU flow dor 
n c/nitvc St Is he would abandon com- 
IT Tcc lit gethf^i ^ To what will every man; 

III ^ cw 1 nor] II jd nd ot the other navigatii^ 
s* t(s, pjSditcsuch a sbutimtht^ Aaentt» 
r nt wlicb, to pi event the temporary ioft 
ot ^ iiKU h\ impress, would lediice fifty 
tl ( isand 10 beggary ’ But for the embargo, 
thonsuKs c t pending on the ordinary o|ieia* 
t*ons of ton irerce, would now be employ^ * 
cd P V c n • i der the restraints of tbe orders 
of the BiiUsh go\einmei|t, retaliating the 
Tiench impel lal decree, very laige portion^ 
ot tlie woild lemain open to the commeroe 
ot their StUes We may yet pursue onr 

tl dc with the British dominions, m every 
put of the globe , with Africa, with Cbma, 
and with ^ the colon cs of Fiance, Spain^ * 
and Holland And let nje ask, whether, lU 
the fnuist of a profound peace, when thu 
pow Cl b of Europe possessing colonies, 
as formerly, confine the tiade With them Ip 
their owm bottoms, oi admit us, iw» foreigu- 
ers, only undei great limitations, Wc 
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cnjuy a commerce, mnch more exten-iivc, 
than is piacticable at this moment, if the 
embargo were not m the way > Why then 
should it be continued ? Why rathei was it 
ever laid Can those be legitimate reasons 
for the embargo which are concealed from 
Congress at the moment when they are 
lenuired to impose it ? Are the reasons to 
befoundin the dispitches from Paris ^ ThcbC 
liave been moved for , and the motion was 
mashed by the advocates for the embargo 
Why are lhe>e dispatches withheld by the 
executive ? Why, when all classes ot citi- 
zens anxiously inquire “ for what is the em- 
bargo laid ? " is a satisfactory answer denied ^ 
Why is not congress made acquainted with 
Ihe actual situation of the U. States in rela- 
tion to Fnmce. Why, in this dangeious 
crisis, are Mr. Armstiong's letters to the 
aecrefary of state absolutely withheld, so 
that a line of them cannot be seen ? Did 
they contain no information of the demands 
and intoniions of the French Emperor? 
Did thellcvenge sail from England to Fiance, 
and there wail three or four wceWs for dis- 
patches of no importance? If so, why, 

^ fegardless of the public solicitude, are their 
contents so i\ircfully concealed? It leally 
unimportant, w'hat harm can arise from 
telling congress and the nation, officially, 
that they contain nothing ot moment to the 
safety, the liberty, the honoui, or the in- 
terests of the U. Stales? On the contrary, 
are they so closely lopked up because they 
will not b^ar the light ? Would their dis- 
closure rouse the spii it of the peop! s still 
« slumbering in blind confidence in the execu- 
tive? Has the Fiench Emperor declared 
that he will have no neutrals ^ His he re- 
quired that our poiN, tike those ol his vassal 
states in Europe, be shut against British 
coiumerce ? Is the embaigo a substitute, a 
milder foi m of compliance with tiiat harsh 
demand, which, if exhibited in its naked 
and insulting aspect, the Ameiican spirit 
might yet rct^cnt ^ Are wc strll to be kept 
profoundly ignorant of the declarations and 
* uvowed designs of the French Emperor, al- 
though these may strike at our liberty and 
independence ? And in the mean time, are 
Hire, by a thousand iiritations, by cherishing 
prejudices, and by exciting fresh resent- 
meips, to be drawn gradually into a war 
with G. Britain ? Why, amidst the extreme 
anxiety of the public mind, is it still kept 
on the rack of feaiful expectatfon, by the 
president's portentous silence respecting his 
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French dispatches ? In this concealment 
there ts danger. In this concealment mst 
be wrapt up ihe real cause of the embargo. 
On any hther supposition it is inexplicable. 
— am ^lai med. Sir, at this perilous A^te of 
things ; I cannot repress my siisjficiorts, or 
foibear thus lo exhibit to you the grounds oil 
which they rest The people are advised^ 
repose implicit confidence in the national 
govern meiit : m that unbounded confidence 
lies our danger. Armed with that con^ 
dence, the executive may procuie the ado^ 
tion of measuics which may overwhelm us 
with riVin, as surely as if he had an army at * 
his hee|s. By false policy, or by inordinate 
fears, our country may be betrayed and sub« 
jugaied to Fiance, as surely as by corruption. 

(To be continued ) 
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Which, in the compass of Sixteen Volumes, 
royal octavo, double columns, will con- 
tain a full and accurate Repoi t of all the re- 
corded Proceedings and of all the Speeches, 

111 both Houses of Parliament, fromtheear- 
liest tunes to the year J 803, when the pub- 
lication of Cobbett’s Parliamentary 
Debates” commenced. 

VoL. IV Comprising the Period from • 
the Restoration of Charles II. in I60o, to the 
Revolution in 1088 j and containing an Ap- 
pendix of scarce and valuable Parliamentary 
Tiacts, written during the said period, will 
be ready for delivery on or about the 1 st day 
of June next. — The magnitude of the Parlia-*' 
mentary History, the greatlabour anti expence • 
attending it, and the comparatively small 
numberof copies, which, toavoid serious risk, ^ 
it has been thought adviseable to print, 
render it necessary, thus early, to adopt pre- 
cautions calculated to prevent any broken 
set& remaining on hand at the conclusion ^ • 
the work. Subscribeis are, therefore, pafw 
ticularly requested to send in their namev 
to their respective Booksellers, as not a sin- / 
gle copy, Will, on any account, be sold, 
but to the purchasers of the former Volumes* ^ 
G^tlemen, resident in Ireland, wisbitvg 
to become subscribers, will please to applj^ 
to Mr. Archer, of Dublin. 
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SUMMARY 01 roLiiirs 

Couv At Aivsi Sugar (C onrlnJod 

froOi p 727 ) llus sulqect li s bun 

fanly e\hansted , b«ii, is I h \t, in the 
picjient Number, alpilu fiom Mft \ oi ng 
( which did not reich me here, ti’l Situi- 
day last), and also i Icttci fiom Mh 
WAK rriLLn, the two gieat adwiv 1 cs for 
St liijjh puce of com, d\id, a rli ic nr* 
some few p issiges 111 tliosc iCtfei s, m hielt 
■wftfhj ljV new inattei, or matter, at least, in 
ane?!^ shape*, I sh dl notice theoc , but, as 
I ‘hall abstain from bringing toiward any 
liew aigument myself, I shdl m this Niim- 
bet dost fhe discussion, lest, l)> continuing 
the dispute, we should, foi want of novelty 
lo fair argument, fill into sophistiy and 
cavilling —Fust, then, with lespect to 
Mr ioung I’his gentlennn, lining 
in his eye the hw 6t letaliation, <m- 
■ Jtlovi against me the ai sumentum ad homi^ 
IS the learned* ciJl it, or, is the 


unlearned tvouW call it, ihe mgument against 
"•fte imn Referring to pige 013 of the 
piesent volume, he finds me snymg, tint, 
^ gtipposlng the measnie to be injurious to 
barley-grower, I should then inquire, 
wfhethet the injuivtothe bnlc) giover 
** would be more or less than the iclief to 
*N the sugar-grower, the latte i being, in 
** my opinion, full as much entitled to the 
** protection of the government as the 
•^former** He tongiatnl ites me upon 
this ckanget as he is pleased to call it , is 
rejoiced to fiid that 1 have ceased to uy 
"perish commeicc,*’ and the like Bit, 
pray, Sii, in what does this supposed change 
consist ? Dill ever saj tbu any particuJsr 
sat of men weie Im entitled to the nmtec- 
‘Moli, of Ihe government than auj other set 
of mcfi ? Did I ever sa) this, or give it 
to be understood, m any way whatevei ^ 
i bate said, indeed, that the attention 
tefpivbmineAt ought to be alwa>s directed, 
Juastiofre e^ecial ntaninei, 
fWpiHrltpa thecoufltiy, I have reprotm- 


ted tlic innning after iich«h or supposed 
riches n’ icsouices, Out of tl>e countr) , I 
hives'iid, tint colonies added httle or no- 
thing lo the strength o'- the countij ; but, 
dd level iccommend ihe wilhilrnwing oi 
the pioteclion of gcveinment from those* 
I \ h) Ole alieady seitl d 111 the colonies > 
Hue I not, on the coninry, fieqnently 
ciidenvonic i to turn tic pnbl c ittenlion to 
the miser iblt sine of onr roVnus ju the 
West Ind cs, and imj lortd the mimsteis to 
dosonntl loi ihcir rcli ( > Ihis chongt, 
t‘ cn, *s not to be found in mv wntings, oi 
mv cmimcnM, ind oisls onij in the ima 
gimii )n of Ml Young 1 'im m advociie 
loi dcsniesiic improvement, foi ll e doing 
, of lint which shill rendei us mdepenc^ent 
I of tomnutitf thui^tos'iy, independent of 
iMngnnnti ns Imd-cidtJIi of opinion, 
tint, St u III or from the present nloment, wo 
might be so independent as to corn as w'dl 
as to every thing else But, I have alwaya 
admitted, and so Ins Mr Spent e, that ft 
remponrj emb irrassment rtight, and 
would, tiise fiom tnnsfemng three or 
fomhnnhed thonsmd pan of hands from 
the shvuile to th ^ pi n»gh , and, though 1 
am satisfied, that we could dispense even 
wilhj//g/i?, Inevtis'iid, that sugar was not 
a ncress'iiy aiticlc, but, oft the contrary, 
said that it was, but, that this pnrticoilar 
aiticle alit oi s at our command, making 
a chstinciion between this soil of comtfterce 
and that Which enn, at any time, be taken 
fiom us At anvr.»te, w^e Juivt the sugar. 
1 he ‘sugar ts ‘Sfioihng for want of being ObCd. 
'ComBHsice hat bi ought us this sugar j aftd 
though I wish all comnwtice wtre annihiia* 
ted, IS that Illy reason wt^y-J am to object 
to this sugai being used, more especial^ 
when r am nrfoimcd tint it will cause a 
saving of cooi > Though I wish the Rojal 
Exchange and the Bank and all the rest «f 
It were put an cud to, is that any reasc# 
why 1 should not think tliat (he mercha^ 
and banker ore as moch entitled to the pm 
2 A 
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Section of the governm^t as the farmer? our contrasting of his arguments in favour 

Let colonies cease with all my ^art. Nay, of enclosuies with his arguments against 

let sugar go, rather than let all remain ab the use of sugar in the distilleries, "is one 

it is i but, let not the sugar, which w'e *' of the convenrciit results of confounding * 

htwe, rot in the king’s store-houses, from " com ami larletj*' Why, Sir, that is 

th6 fear of its being used producing ^ tall your awn fault, if it be a fault3 for, it 

in the price of corn In the page before was you and those who take the^ same side 

refijirrtd to, 1 had said : *'Ydu assert, that with you, who chose to make the question 

the measure will be injurious, not only a general ono. It was you who chbse 

to thd barley growers, but, to the nation a4 represtnt the measure proposed, as a mea* 

large. Make this out, gentlemen, and I sure that would tend to augment the evils • 


am with you ” In answer to this, Mr. 
Young siiys, ** we have made it out before 
the committee. " To which I might 
i'eply, that the committee have, then, made 
a false repot t to the House; for, as will be 
seen, from the extract of the Report con- 
tained in the last Register, the committee 
recommended the adoption of the measure ; 
either, therefore, you did not make out 
your position befoic the committee, or the 
coinn)irt#>e were too dull to niulerstand you, 
or they have recommended a ineasuie that 
they believe will be injmious to the whole 
nation I rather choose, however, to icpiy 
by a refcicnce to Mr. Young’s own e\ idcnce, 
as stated in my last Register. 1 h K. ideiu c 
IS before the reader ; and to the reader 1 
will leave the decision of the question, 
whether it was made out bcfoic the com- 
mittee, that the measure pi oposed would be 
injurious to the whole nation ?— —But, 
while Mr. Young is contending, tint the 
whole nation will be. injured, it is odd 
ciKHigh, that he should now, as he did 
before the committee, take so much pains 
to separate the barley-giowers iiom ail other 
people. I had said, m page d48, as con- 
nected with a question like this, which 
embraces the general produce of the soil, 
'' and the general interests of the nation, 
'' all the distinction^ between barley grow- 
ers are too trifling to be attended to.” 
This,” says Mr. Young, *' I utterly 
deny.” And then he goes on in a^iisser* 
tation of detail about cropping ; good hea- 
vens! as if the nation had any thing to do 
with cropping. As if, ls(hen the question 
of scaicity or plenty is abated, the nation 
had any thing to do with this or that sort 
of crop. Iium 4 n sustenance i» the thing of 
which we want to secure a provision ; cvrtf 
is the mfin iOptnmodity of this sustenance ; 
and, it is of corn in generAl, and 

not or haf)((y to particular, whi^h we must 
spenk, and which we must rea- 

son, if we miM to arrive at a just oonclu- 
•ion.— ~Mr. Young, who was, probtibly, 
Vriting iUs his defence of hh evidence at 
the very moment when 1 was, last week, 
coonnenting tipen that evidence^ says that 


of a shoit crop or a week’s mildew; 
while 'oniL* few of you called it a mc^re 
foi ** disfcoiiragmg the growth of corn^” a 
measure for “the creating of scarcity;” a 
measure to make the fai mers bankrupts 

a measure, “ a bill,” said a wiiter in the 
Morning Ohronicle, “ which should be en« 

“ titled, a bill to create a scarcity of corn, 

“ by discouraging the growth thereof,” 
You were, probably, awaie, that, if you 
confined yourselves to the injury (real or 
supposed) which the barley-growers would 
subtain, no very gteat public interest would 
be excited j on must, indeed, have clearly 
perceived, that it would be thought lyir* , 
consequence, whether the few pr sons, 
whose chef profits aiise fiom the growing 
of bailey, suRered a small diminution in 
the quantity of w'ine, which they now no- 
toriously drink by the twobottlesa day;'aDd| 
therefore (for the conrluhion is too obvious 
to lequiie qiiahhcatjon), you chose to speak 
of the measure as one tliat would have a 
general eflect ; as one that w'ouid endanger 
the common prosperity, and even the safety, ^ 
of the nation. After this, after we had 
thus been compelled 'by yourselves to com- 
bat you upon the general ground of human — 
food. It does seem a little bard that We 
should be accused of confounding corn 'with 
barley. But, Sir, as to the convenient 
result,*' with respect to the contrast above 
mentioned, ihe itale m which your argu« 
hients were piaceckrreqnired no new conve- 
nience, on the part of youi opponents; ibf>^ 
as I have shewn, 1 think, at the close of 
epy la&t week’s article, it was quite ictipossi^ 
ble to take those arguments aft Kdy way 
which would not lead them |<f demt each * 
other.— —-You ask me, Sir,';f I am wil- 
ling, th.it the people ahiould be taxed a • 
million a year to make up for the loss,' 
which the revenue will sustain by the distil- * 
lotion of sugar. No, “ without the beii«^ 
“ tation of n moment for, 1 would,* if 
I could have my will, lop off expensea, or 
j^ber shameful waste of the public mouey 
to more than that amount. But; this^is not# 
Ordur nMning. Well, then. Sir, I ^weuld. ' 
fuUas willingly seethe people pay a oiiDioa 
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^ iti Umi us a million in prico of corn. ItepI 
*ivp 2^ a T€sfrktive statute} and, yoa have 
tfot beard me say one word in favour of the 
* restrictive part of the proponed measure^ for, 
mj^opitiion 18 , that there should |fe no restrict 
tion. Letsugarcome to thestill, loaded with no 
heavier duty than barley is loaded with, and let 
them mn a faif race But, if a law exist 
^*^0 prohibit the use of sugar in the distilleries, 
or if duties are laid amounting to such pro- 
. hibifion ; then is the pi ice of corn kept up 
by statute, and then are the people taxed in 
their loaf to the amount of whatever money 
the. government laises from corn through 
Ithe means of keeping sugar from the distil- 
leries Besides, bir, taking the Question es 
one of mere revenue. ( should suppose, that 
the sugar, which now lies rotting in the 
storehouses, has, as yet, paid no duties ; 
and that, of course, the drawing of it turth 
will cause duties to be paid upon it. At any 
rate, the committee, who seem not to Kwe 
lost sight of revenue, and who, as you say, 
were occupied, with grest zeal, solely in dis- 
co^ring truth, have given it as their opinion, 
^^Jhjl^^he revenue will experience no diminu- 
the adoption of the measure pio* 
po sed; so that an objection, upon this ground, 
cannot fairly be considered as of any great 

weight. Mr. Young is quite ready to 

grant the West India planteis relief out of 
the tans So am not I. I am for suffering 
no company, or set of men, to come to tbo I 
purse of the' nation, to come and knock at ^ 
the door of the labourer, and say, contribute 
fi^Jtowards making up to me the losses 1 have sus- 
tained 111 my calling, and to support me in , 
that opulence which I have hitherto enjoyed. 

. Wlien«the common tradesman fails, though 
from the edects of war or any national mea- 
sure, which he could not have averted, ,he 
descends to the rank of journeyman, with- 
out anv one proposing to relieve him out of 
the taxes. When a farmer is ruined by the 
•rot arnongst his sheep ; or by the uniti^ ef- 
‘''fects of the kill-calf and the glauder, he 
becomes a labourer, and the taxes remain 
untouched by him. This is not only the lot 
of man, but it is right that it should be so; 
for, otherwise, who would rise early and pat 
the bread of carefulness, seeing bow easy 
a putter it is to ascribe to mismtune what 
is the effect of negligence, extravagance, 
or avariciousness ? Nothing but the deepest 
of political corruption, rendered familiar to 
.the minds of a nation, can ever make it 
listen with patience to a principle so unnatu- 
ral, so abominable, as that upon which reiitf 
of this sort is proposed. No, I would ra- 
ther see the West Indians ten thouiund tinqps 
mare impeverished than tliey arej| than see 
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them huyiog boroughs, Ut criut to 
votes for the minister of the day, in 
for the grants made to them outstf the 
money. The West Indians havp|toi|jr#f 
sugar. All they ask, is,« to be snmxptf 
make this into the drinks, which we 
malfe out of corn. * And as good a 
they have to this (as long as the colonial sys** 
tern exists) as the Norfolk farmer has, to spit 
bis barley. We co7//pe/(hem, ob-ierve. topur* 
chase all their wearing appare', their tools, 
and their household goods, from us. We com* 
pet them to bring the produce of their lands 
to the mother country ; and, would she not 
be a pretty sort of mother, if she were to siy 
to them, your produce, which is to pay for 
the goods that I have made you buy of enc, 
shall lie here and rot, lest the use of it should 
lessen the gains of those, who have derived 
a profit from selling food to the persons em- 
ployed upon making the goods which you 
have bought ? Commend me to such a mo- 
ther, if you wish the child to revolt, even 
at the hazard of lUown existence !— — Mr. 
Waxffxeld's letter contains little more than 
a re etition, under a new form, f f his for* 
mer arguments, yet there aie some few 
points which ought not to pass unnoticedjf 
particulaily as he takes occasion to speak in 
praise of the opinions of Mr. Young.—— 
He says, that he never expressed his sorrow 
at the foreign supply of corn being cut off. 
j Mr. Young expressed his alarm at it, and 
' Mr Wakefield’s letters w^ere calculate to 
shew the reasonableness of tha<;a]arm, by gi* 
ving u» details of the large average importa- 
I tion. In answer to my observation, that 
heard no oul-cry against the importa* 
tion of 800,000 quartern of corn annually, be , 
says, that thei e was an opposition to that im- 
portalion ; that there have been rej^orts and 
petitions against it y but, la it year, for 
inslancfe, how came w^e to hear nothing 
against it ? The cry has been raised sll of . 
a sudden ; f^d that, too, at a moment wbea 
the country had, by these very gerulemeix, 
just been alarmed for its safety, in case 
a shoitcrop. Well, but what w'as the ob- 
ject of Mr, Wakefield, in giving us an 
account of our average imports ? He says, 
to induce those who had the power to make 
such la^s or regulations as should insure to 
the farmer a letter ptice for his corn.. How t 
By the way of p/emij/m, paid out of the 
taxes.? That would have been too absurds 
How thefi ? By allowing an EXPORT ? 
Good Loid! Whither’ To what country^ 
except to the West Indies. But, this, 
surely, is jesting. In answer, howevgr, 
to my observation, that if the West Indi^ 
could supply us wisli 300,000 i^rs, of earn, Lql 
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thesli’apcof iUgjaV, ttiefe would have been 
ITO 6bjc»ctfuA to' he says: “I for one, 
WQtitd iiavr objected/* That’s boJdlysaid, 
; at tlie pioJ^nt when Mr. Young was 
tefrJfylng hVe <«U of my wits with tlic^ ami- 
ci pat too of ‘'a short crop or a week’s inil- 
<ieW:j**but, It U fairly said, and it is 
Consrsieht 5 thongli Mr. Wakefield will, 
'I am sure, allow, that he has said this from 
haird necessity and not from choice. I en- 
deavoured to keep up the drooping spirits 
of niy rtMCiCis by telling them, thu tlie 
‘ same cm.-^e which k^ p c. rn from coming 
into the coflnlry wouid bi ing diands tioni 
pesiiferoiis prisons, the manufactories, 

- |o raise more corn in the country j but, Mr. 
Young said, no. “ We mu U have a general 
eiiclo.sure bill ; for the lands now in 
cultivation are no more at nur dispo.siiion 
* than' holds in the moon.” Wiiy drd not 
Mr. Waketield fly to i7iy ncgi'ter at that 
inohient of distress ? Wliy did he nor, 
W'heu some of my correspondents were 
'ft'^eusing me of a want of feeling for my 
'f 5 ilow-. -jatures, come boldly* forward, and 
8ay, that if there were 300, OOO quarters of 
corn in one of our col mies^ be would, for 
one, object to its being imported ? Why 
did he not throw hi.s .dneld between me 
awd Mr. A. B. (or Alexander Baring) of the 
Jforning Chronicle, who had like to have 
crushed me with the threat, that we should, 
ii) future, get no conv from America ? 1 
laughed af fhe threat, to be sure; but I, 
(lioiigh not apt to be daunted by popular 
opinion, had never the boldue.ss to as-^. rr, 
rijjft, wlieii all the other com pori.> in the 
world w'CiC shut against us, | w'ould ob- 
j<^'t to the imporration of :}00.(X)0 quruters 
of corn, if I could find it lu one of our 
own colouies. Tn tlii^;, ho\ve\cr, [^repeat 
it, Mr. Wakeliold has ixen driven. I'liV 
imponatien of 300. ():X) quariiiS of corn 
Would, he could not deny, iirive precisely 
the "saiue effect upon the fn'mer here as 
jthe importation of .sugar lo s'ipply the pKice 
of at quantity of corn ; and, a.s he had 
made up hi', mind to the rcjej iion of the 
former, lie was compellerl to reject the 
latter. , Hushed, thvn, b'^ all your fears, 
ye scarcity r'Lmiiis'.s ! For here isageiitli- 
m.ln,.'who has made the ineaiH of nnltoG|gl 
Jiibsisteuce his study ;■ who h/s collectetl 
together an account of th* resources and 
wants of tiK'.conuiry : 'vIuj vv.is one of the 
per-.nn*! s-lcc lcd by the c 'Ujmitiee of tito 
H'o'U'-f of (;oiurtwjns to fin jiisli fhrm with 
irrtfo'iisarion and opinions; and ho rdls 
yoi in so many worls, tli-it, if, jit this 
^uuHsiuI; thc.^j wfic li^O.UOO quarters of 


corn id sjSre'in 'Of ; 

would nol:,* if Ke feiaf w®; 

suffer the said corn to be' bfob^finTO “ 

land 1 2n answer tp my qCieltticMli wliisit 

differeiiTO would there be beftween «i‘rnr 
portlng300.(XK)qrs. ofcorn froib fbeWeiit 
indies and importing sugar to stopply the 
place of that quantity of Corn ? 
Wakefield says, “ there W’’ould be thfe* m^^*^ 
“ terial difference, wfc coiiM have the cdfn 
to eat, and not distill it ” Very trite j * 
but, this is 1)0 answer to me. I did not 
ask whrat tlitference it would be to the . 
ytatinri, But wliat difference it would be tf) 
the fatmer; what difiVrence it would make 
in the corn market; what dttfereiicc It 
would make as to the imlucernkni to raisf 
coin, that being the point at issue. 

W::kcfieM, in pursuance ot his landable re- 
solution to he consi-stent, and proliting, per- 
liaps, from the cruel embaTrasiment m Mf. 
Young, speaks with becoming dlffrdejicc trf 
the effect of Ttew enclosures, and eveti of m- 
provimenls, though^ as the reader has, doubt-' 
less, observej,lj he is as fond of “ cropp^g” 
as any other member of the agiicultural^lj^iljf' 
According to my idea,” says he, " SYv/- 
** closuns i\r\i\ impmvetnents, they will not 
operate against the chances of the se^isons, 
unle.s.s the aJilitional produce of them lie 
exported, or luturioushf consumed at 
** home.” Well, liieu, unle.ss we had ad- 
ded to the distilleries, or set about an expor- 
tation, or thiown corn into the rivers, Mr, 
Young’s notion of security from sfcarcity to 
arise Irum ntuV'Cirdosures was .‘■bockingly* ' 
eneneous, Wlio shall decKie when these 
agricoltural doctors tlisrigree ?” This discus- 
sion, ii j: hii.s no oilier ertl'ct> will, T should •' 
rijii.i;, .-.-.‘t jir rr^t ilic question about a gene- 
r.il cncl(>siin- hill. 1 'am a decided opponent 
of* new enuiosnres, iintil We h’tive inorebiHidS 
u> till the land ; .lud, I must confc’W, that 1 
jumped for joy to rind that Mr. Yciling iittd 
given hi5 opinion against the disiilldliori' 
from sugar; betaiisc, without hearing 
reasons, I was certidh that none could h(j' 
UTSed wdiich 'would not equahy well 2 tj)ply\ 
against nevi^- end os tires, supposing such en* 
ck^iures to acid to the quaintly of' com irPtP- 

produced in tile country. Mr. Wakefield 

I* persists in his-* not ion of a granary m ari.se 
out.of a surplus produce ; and, therefore, Idt . 
us take a parting vicsv of this .same granary.' 
■— had, in my last, put a ruse of a littllf' * 
uation consuming 1000 quarler-i of corn ' 
nually, growing i;500 and exporting 5^), * 
wJiijJi, in case of a half crop, would always' 
leave the quantity l6 "be t^at*en the sahie,. 
Blit, I asyd, where tjie labour, and firtilii^ . 
(which, ^deed, ia ) 0 <»ry another name for ' 



l&bottr) were to come from’ 1 said, tbxit 
tihw would, indeed, be to " sel seasons 
lo take a loud 0/ Juie** 
** Yes/’ ®avs Mr Wakc^fuld, ^ and that 
la precisely what I wish to do.** But, 
Sif, do take Ibe pains to think <i liMle*fjrther 
UiJOtt this matter , and then, I ^ni stiongh 
^^"Hfcapowtl to think, tint you will not r:;aio 
assert, that such a tluory “ is rod icible to 
.«pijrtice * In the hist place, yon uiU ^aU 
I sippose. that, if a nalion export half 
as much corn as it raises, tnnl lulioii mnst 
Peceiie some ai tides ol umI \alne .^d i Miit> 

*• m leturn. Wdl, tlun, if it ctase, fu 11 
whalevei cause, to expoit its cosn, thcie 
must be a cossatu n in the lecerj t of those 
articles, wheme, it is th il ve>> gtc it 

dwrress must arise, and, obstne, tint, is 
this 1 erupt would be cnitnlit dependent up- 
on the seasons,, there could be veiy little 
coinfoit orsoiidit) 111 any business supporud 
b} ^nch a traffic. Besides ibongli ii dots 
not appear to Inve occurii^d to)ou, (hu the 
unpottation of corn might Uippen to be 
' — other causes th in tbo<ie of a sc ir- 
jjhome, yet, you hue only to open 
your e)es topeiccive, th«it, if we bad, pre 
vious lo last} car, been a intiun expoiting 
half as much as we coiuuimd, we sh )n)d, it 
this hour, hive been so glut! ed with corn as 


rom’ 1 said, tbxit 1 to turi\ their hands to tn 


to turi\ thoir hands to 9 grMj^i tH 
next to loapcwsilde tea agrictrfth^ to lOftt 
their bauds to a^its ojid maoulhWtws. 
the distress, dosciibed in the Witter of Mf.' 
Pickanng, now felt in Amcr\ca, ai)dbciic% 
the cdmoiotions, the conhsraiiona* ^ 
pillage, wind), if the embargo lotig oontU 
nne, will incvtMbly ensue. And yet*. tbetW 
IS pltttitv of corn< Mr. Wakehcld, 
Ainuirahis lealued to voer hand that 
Ugh'f li theory of which you seem bO em* 
inonrtd fey this Mtuo, Sii, I think you 
iiiiui begin toduubi i * the facdiJy of •' set- 
ting the seasons at deti uice, and ta^kiug a 
I bon 1 of f I'c ** A nation uiiy Ih^sq sKuatedr 
IS to be aole to ‘-et the btasons at defianooi 
with tcspc' t to corn ; Imt, clothuig ibak 
CL-><k 1} t>life as food IS; and, with raspect 
to /ft//, the se isous are not to be set af de* 
fi'iicc b> any nation that ib not the absolute 
tni^rits^, of all otbei ni^i >ns Amenoa if 
suit, to li ne moie corn tha 1 i!i iieccwiar/ for 
hci consumption , and, as this granary aitscJ, 
liom a stopf>age oi e\poit, that stopfiage 
miv be mide when she plet’^es, but n nfUy 
also be m ide when she does not plesse ; it U 
dependent upon the will of other iHlions, 119 ^ 
to Its diu ition as well as as commence nuut, 
and, It does really appear to me, that this sou 
of dep ndence is the most dangeious tfiat 


to cause macb of the land, no^ in culttvi- 
tion, to lie fallow How would you hue 
found out a remedy tor this’ \ow mist, 
then, actually hue thiowii the com into the 
for, as to di'tiiding it, there would, 
from such an openti n, Invc been lujiioi 
enough foi the people to swiu im , and, if 
you let It lot, It would iUinlo manuie, and 
thait would on y ad 1 to the esil 0) pioducing 
more coi n I his was a < ue that } on do not 
seem to ha\e toiesecn, and }et you nn^ht, if 
, you had looked to Ameiici wluch» at 
this monruMit piesejiS sou an example of the 
practici^of that deliglittul llieoiy, which has, 
jt seems, takrn pus essioti of }oiii inud 
America fears no scaraiy of corn, but she 
feels a real scarruv of shiHs and enua and 
stockmga and blankets ind siuar and colK.e 
of many other tilings, almost as neces- 
Sj^y as corn, esen to th«* siiptKiit of life Do 
you pot hear the wailings of the Ameruans, 
afc the end of a two month’s embargo ’ What 
would be their situation at the end of a 
^ai ’ One third pat tot the produce of the 
land being annually exported (foi thu, *1 
s^old think, was mucii about tb%3 propor* 
tion), a stoppage of the cxpoit netessaidy 
throws a great uiunber of persons out of efit- 
ployment, and, in such a state of things, 
this is attended with peculiai disachWitage; 
for^ it iscee}^ for manuf^cUiers cu irtizans 


can p I'l'iihly exist, with i lie sole excetilictii 
of a told (iep science upon an import of 
corn -—.For these leuoiis I stind by niy 
opal on befoit( xpresJed, thit, tl^eonly gia- 
nary safely tc be rel ed on, is in the hssom 
of thetirth and 111 tint intuitu c wisdom, 
uhuh u If h s tlv, seller to be Mid} in ihe 
supply, and the c )iuuirKr to spaiing 111 this 
consniiiptioLi As tor hngUnd, i am no 
more afi iid (d her experiencing i staicity of 
CO n tinn I im of her,cxpeiienuiig a scar* 
cit} ot rahi 1 here m ly be, and wih lie, oc* 
r ision lb} , shoi t c 1 ops 'nd h gh pi icc's , b it, 
the c\d 1$ not ot loii^ duiat on, and it only 
tfMi Is to quicken our ludiistr}, to teach us 
liimhly, aijfl toii’^niiiul us of tint depen^ 
den e, whi Ji \e p^iiiLe »ii loinrin n with * 
ill oLhei liviiig ( i&uures Imi be it fio n me 
to hold out the dcM, tliJt a disiulaiion from 
sugu msteui o( corn \/iU pi event, ot at all 
^end tb pie ent, a scih iiy of c )in m hng* 
hnd 'Aid Sen hnd Jt w >uitl h** a 
md#ld tor me lo pictcnd to cn eitun such a 
notion, wlvn 1 know, thu, t r this king., 
dom, 300,0(K} qii irtei'i of bill s stiird} is 
enough /ooJ for owe s/nijft m* ii, out 0/ tht& 
1,095 m&ils which we eii n a tear It la 
liuly a diop in the buc Kt t it is, c onsidcniKt* 
as a preventive of stiruty, iwihtg tv* ^ 
have let fall no word, that would lead lUa 
leader to suppose, that it was opunoa^ 
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that the kMtion would derive dny degree of 
security agaiuat scarcity from the adoption of 
the proposed measure ; bur, I know, that to 
the West Indians, the advantage would be 
very great, and they have a just claim to a 
dwe ol* the market, to which they ar^cow- 
to bring their produce; and, on the 
Other nand, in proportion as the measure 
NTOnld be inefficacious as a preventive of 
iCiMcy, it would be little injurious to the 
farmer. Ail the farmers together supply 
us with 1,095 meals of victuals in a year, 
and, surely, they need not be alarmed, that 
the West Indians are about to be allowed to 
rapply us with one single breakfant, and 
that, too, only at the rate of about 4di a 
head! Men talk about millions very glibly; 
but, the longer I live the more dmi does my 
conviction become, thatthereare few minds, 
coiuperativdy speaking, capable of fully eni* 
bfaciDg the idea, else we should not hear 
them talk of a granary to feed millions of 
people. Stop the distilleries, what have 
you^ JhrsakfasiaXA 6 \ a head; and this, 
supposing the doctrine to be sound, is the 
mighty resource the distilleries ad'oid us! 
Three hundred thousand quarters of corn 
make a huge heap of sacks ; but, after all, £ 
repeat, that it is but one breakfast for twehe 
millions of people. And this is to spread 
ruin amongst the farmers ! This is the cau^e 
of all this alarm and petitioning and speech- 
making and these endless noii-describeable 
fooleries I — r-Here I put an end to what I 
have to say upon this subject, which was of 
the greatest importance as relative t(> the 
West India planters, and also as it became 
connected with the agitation of facts and 
principles relating to national subsistence. 
If either or both of the gentlemen upon 
whose letters 1 have been commenting, think 
it necessary to publish any thing by Vay of 
explanation of what they have already ad- 
vanced, 1 shall gladly insert it ; but, to 
any thing further, 1 am sure it will not be 
expected. I have no desire to have the last 
\oord; and, unless upon the debate which 
may take place in parliament, * 1 shall cer- 
tainly not write, at this time, any thing more 
hpon the subject.—— Just as I was about to 
aepd off the above, I received a letter from a 1 
gentleman in Essex, who expresses his remt 
and surprize at seeing me take that sid^of 
this question which J bdve taken. “ You 
know,*' says be, “ full well, how much fa- 
** VQur has always been shewn to the monied 
and commercial interest, at the ex pence of 
** that interest, which you have always look- 
‘*'^cd up to as the salvation of the country.” 
—I am very sorfv to differ in opinion from 
this most respectable person, and 1 assure 


him, that his frankly telling me of wbat bo 
considers as my errors, or my faults, so far 
from requiring an apology, lueriU ancLje^ 
ceives my thanks. Bu^ tn the present qjsie, 

I really ^cannot see tbut 1 am siding with a 
iponied*or commercial interest. The sugar- 
cane planter is only an agriculturalist of ano- 
ther description ; and, I wImH not to encnii* 
rage him at the ** expence*' of any one All 
my partialities are on the side of the land- 
owners and lanJ-tillersot England. If I had 
thought that their interests uere likely to re- 
ceive injdiry from the proposed measure, I 
will not assert, that my mind would have been 
free from^an undue bia** ; bur, alter having 
given to the subject all the attention 1 am 
capable of, I am couyinced that this will not, 
and cannot, be the case. It sometimes hap- 
pens, that one is preposscnved by conversa- 
tion upon a subject. One gets committed 
upon certain points, either by hasty declara- 
tion, or by tacit admission. To this subject 
my mind came like a sheet of blank paper } 
for, until I had begun writing my article, 
which appe&red in the Register of thq ^j^ 3 r 4 ^ 
of April, I had never spoken nor h#OT"^ 
word relating to the propriety or impropriety 
of the intended bill ; and, until I had finish- 
ed it and sent it to the press, I had spoken 
with no person except Mr. Wakefield ; and 
it was not likely that 1 should imbibe from 
him any impression in favour ot the bill. In- 
deed, until the morning of tlieday, on which 
that article was written, I had never even 
read Mr. Wakefield’s letter against the billv- 
which letter appeared in print on the Satur- 
day preceding ; and, it was not until I saw 
the ariicle in the Morning Chronicle, that I . 
thought of looking particularly into the let- 
ter That article appeared to me 10 contain 
such wild doctrine, that I was tempted to 
notice it ; when I came to look at the debate, 
in the House of Commons, theie appeared to 
be a necessity for doing it without loss of 
lime After my article was written, I saw, 
for the first time, an accuunt of meetings m 
the counties, to prepaie petitions agahist the 
proposed^bdl; and, as it wa.s then too late to 
make an addition 10 what I had said, in the 
Register, I wrote my tetter to the.Hanip- 
shire freeholders, and immediately sent off 
for insertion in the Salisbury Journal atod in 
several other newspapers. So little was I in 
the knowledge of what bad passed, that, tin* 1 
tir after this l^ter was written, I did not 
know that Mr. Young had been examined . 
before the committee. Never, therefore, 
waf any man’s conduct more free from on- 
d^e bias than mine was upon this occasion. 

I MW w^at I regarded as a popular deloiion 
likely tolprevail, and I did all in my peaveT to 







{xrevent it, TM reader will eai^y suppose, 
tliatlfiere luuk'be a few persons, at least/ 
sw^h whom I might have some influence as 
faT as opinion goes$ but, to on||§^one person 
hayt I written a word upon the matter; to 
no one have 1 spoken ; and my wisb now is, 
that, if I am in error, (he opinions of iny op- 
^ <{)oneQt8 may prevail in the approaching dis- 
cussion and decision $ but, then, it is also 
^ my wish, that clamour may be completely set 
at defiance. 

Local Militia. ^'Ihis is about the 

twentieth scheme for raising snjh a force 
^ ‘v^ithin the kingdom ns shall be able to defend 
jt incase of invasion; wl>et her 4 will suc- 
ceed better than any of the former tinie will 
very soon enable us to judge. As to the 
number of the men to be raised, that point is 
not yet fixed, and, perhaps, it will b«i left to 
the option of the ministers, 'i'he outline of 
the plan is this: a certain number of men, 
to be ballotted from the militia lisis, are to be 
assembled a certain number of days in every 
year, in order to be drilled, 2yid to be held 
in Readiness to march in caset of invasion. 

are to be placed under the command of 
ofli^rs appointed by the king; while assem- 
bled, or called out, they are to be mads sub- 
ject to al) the provisions of the mutiny act ; 
and, of course, may heflogsred in puisuance 
of the judgment of officers appointed by (he 
king. Tnis would be no more than what is 
done in case of the present militia ; but, this 
new scheme allow.s of no snbstilutvs. All 
those who are balloted for this militia are ei- 
ther to pay or to serve in person ; and, 

•every man who pays the fine i.s obliged to 
swear^ that he does not derive the means of 
ao doing from any other source than that oj 
tus own private purse. The words of (he 
clause are these : I'liat every person liable 
** to the paynie U of any fine under this act, 
for not appearing to be enrolled in the Lo- 
• '' cal Militia, who shall refuse to declare 
upon oath, that he hath not, directly or 
indirectly, by any policy, premium, or 
promise of any premium, or by any eiV- 
gagemeiu insured himself against such fine, 
or any part thereof ; and, that no person 
f** or ^persons, hath, or have, directly? or 
indirectly, undertaken, or engaged, or^ 
promised, in any way, to indemnify him 
therefrom, or from any part thereof, or 
to repay to him, or to any person or per- 
•' sons in his behalf, or for his use, benefit, 
or advantage,, the said fine, or any part 
hereof ,; shall, li\ every such case, forfeit 
the amount of such fine, and be cc/Wipel- \ 

: V' personally io serve in the said laical 
MUitiia for the full term of— }pars**'-?^— 
this bill Sia BjiHnisTT is. 


by the newspapers, reporfod to bafe ’ 

as follows : ** He said, tbit there frii a 
** when the army was uudiscipliii^, and t^ - 
nation savage— when social order vjs&ji 
** trampled tinder foot— when liberty was 
** aqpther name for licentiousness ; at sucll 
a time alone, could a measure like the 
present be offered to the nation without 
insult } But now, the moment when civU 
•* lization was at its acme — -.when Englsind 
" boasted her generosity and her spirit, lie 
'' could not describe the indignant sensation 
which Jbe felt at beholding the minister of 
the d^y dare to stigmatize the remeseuta- 
lives of the people by offering such a mea- 
** sure for their adoption, itreqtiired audacity 
** rb propose what folly only obuld imaginceN 
** ficient, that the reluctant conscripts of O’ur 
oppressed population should be marsballecl * 
under the scourge of tyranny, and pre- 
seated to the nation as her dd^ence. 
** What I did the noble Lord suppose that 
** the people would endure, or the armj^ 
** bend beneath, the sanguinary, remorse^ 
less, and ferocious despotism, which even 
slaves would turn upon ? Did he suppose 
** that the lash of tyranny-— the insults. 

the contumely, and scorn of over-ween- 
'' ing power— the /' fiedumsi^um ser- 
" vituiis,** would besnfered by a freepeo- 
** pie with impunity! lie was far frem 
" wishing to indulge in declamation ; for 
" he thought, that, at a moment like the 
" present, when oar very existence was at 
" stake, all hands and hearts should form a 
" common bulwark round their common 
treasure, strong from its union, and iu- 
" vincible in its resistance ! — (hear, heaf.) 

— But, he added, when you want then 
" for your defence, ofter them a post fit for 
mcH to enter onj when you propose a 
military code, let it befit for Englishmen 
" and freemen. He was not disposed to 
" thank the noble lord for- his ihgeimity, 

'f nor could he consider it creditable, how- 
'' ever characteristic. The features of tlie 
' offspring intuitively bespeak the parenUi 
as with the apt)earance of the fasces must 
"be associated the idea of the lictor. Atro- 
j " cious measures must be expected in age 
' " from him whose youth had been familitir- 
" ized to executions ; and when the author 
of this bill had wrung the heart-strings 
" of his own country, little delicacy could 
" be existed from him for foe dignified' 
feelings of another. That infatuation; 

« however, was amazing, which disdained 
to benefit by the lesson of experience.; 

** and he thought the' fate of such lev as . 
this biiy)roposed to raise, ougljt to hove, ‘ 
acted as^lf sufficient admonUloQ. Wchad 



‘ ■ se^u th^ ^oyr^i p{ pass 'over j bem He, j&p, %lt we ^re taW Jl^gjg^r 

on the cqDimpnr,| ‘V,i5ihad«jeen her ViJer naiian, because WO 
** by snob ineens, receive f^bc homnge of ‘‘ ^iMoJnie the- military law,* «r4.inay 6c'i^^ 

•' hiintijliateU Europe, and stilly we perse-, a //fl77^/*(/*tiation, becHOje tXien am 
** vered^! What fully, what wi)ndc»'fnl in- who violAe the law agauist treason/* 
fijioation I Sir, if we wihli for the pre what .shpll we ascribe (he use of such 

*'/ seiiration of our eoinsMy, let us Sraise able sophist ly? To a want of capacity to 

our physjeal force in her defence, discriminate, or to downiight baseness of 
'' krt, ns animate an armed populatir,ii nature? To one or the other it must bcas- 

in her support, courageous from their cribedj and let the editor of the Courier 

^'cause, and disciplined by their va- take his choice. —When men commit the 

lour. It is time for us ro think of pros id- crime of treason, they tire choosers of their 


** ing some cdcclii.il tlome.stic force against 
contingencies. France may not always re- 
“ .main infcri<^r to us on the ocean, and the 
time may come when liriiain must de- 
** pend, tor her safely and liberty, on the 
valour, ‘Spirit, and discipline of her n:i- 
tives. Dv>es the noble loid suppuse that 
*• coercive mcasnics will piovidc tot .such an 
event ? If he does, vain is the supposition ; 

** tJiesalvationof the country depends un the 
unanimity of tlie people, and that unani- 
mity can only be produced by con- 
ciliation From that cae..sc alone shall we 
** be able to date our existence and pros- 
perity. But, alns i let ir.c not talk of i 
N,*' our prosperity j every thing I see in this | 
unhappy land, assures me of Jier down- j 
fall J each succeeding year produces a j 
cb.ange of ministry, and Cvach change j 
of ministiy a change of mensuves ! j 
** llius, plans are proposed, decided on, j 
** and rejected ! Tlie indecision of this i 
government, contrasted by the Idincl ob- j 
simacy of the and hoih ontdo?!*; by j 
“ the nick-named vigour of the followl .g ! } 
** Distractmn in our councils and impotence ' 
inom*D;iir.istC‘rs,\\ hilemiiitaryexccniioncis | 
are daring to fix the badge of servitude on i 
the people I Alas! how deploiahly do I j 


crime. Tlicy arc not, by the very nature pf 
the situattoD in which they are placed by 
cotnlmlshm, daily and hourly exposed to the, 
coiiunission of the crime, for which they a e 
punished. The reverse will be the case 
in the Local Dviilitia. b’ oppose, for in- 

stance, a man to be addicted to dninh 
c\rcss. That is a crime puni.-.hed by flogging^ 
under the mutiny act; to flogging, then, 
will the I.ncal Mditia man be daily expo.sed, 
if he be addicted to drink ; but/ this crimq , 
is not his own act, 'ds in the case of treason ; 
it i.s made a crl'ine in him by those who have 
compellnl him to become a Local 
man. Again : the law of treason op^fes 
generally; it reaches the prince as well as 
the labourer ; but, tlie law of flogging 
roaches not tlie oilicer'i, reaches not (hose, 
w'ho are to sit in jndgmeni and who are in- 
vested with the power of execution.— S,p 
much for the wretched sophisiry, by which 
a hireling pen Ikv* aiiempied to defend tbi? 
measure. — But, it is said, that Sir pKiiJci.s*s 
obicciion would etjualiy well apply to lbe“ 
proscni iniliiiaatid to i^ae troops of the line. 
So ir would, if his objection w^ere to a scheme, 
which would allow of suhslitution^ This 
scheme allows of none. A fine from ^ 
man’s own j)urse is the only thing that can 


feel at the, sight of lire journeymen politi- 
eiaiis opposite; feeWe i.s the Iiope of 
England, if such is her dependence ! — 
** Sir, .sndi are my senthnents on ilu.s^bill, 
'' and on our present situtiiidn : — they nre 
rbe result of observation, and of the in- 
structiou wliich I liavc gleaned from those 
pare and venerable authors,, whicli evefii 
" -the new morality Jias not taught me to 
** .Aspise He concluded by dcchiring, that 
** ■ ii> every stage he should oppose (he bill.*' 
*-4»r*fJhi.s ri^port (which I copy from Bell's 
Weekly IvTe.s^en’ger) diifers from tha*!, which 
b)s been given in the Courier ; in which Ja{- 
ter papef, it is stated, that Sir Frrfncis said, 
that he never would consent to a measur^t, 
tkjf would make the English people ^flogged 
*!jrhis phrase the hireling , editor made 
fSte subject of a long and virule;>t invective 
*{|; 4 jnst the person J from whom it procetkled. 


(supposing no Jnlse^ swearing to take phtce) 
save Jiim from personal serx icc ^ and, as^it 
is evident that one half, or. pcvhopS. fouiy 
fifths, of the men hallotted will be unable, to 
pay the fin eon loft heir own purse, it follq.WB« 
of course, that all tbc.se will (unless pi the 
case excepted) yield pfTsonul seivice vpou 
cojnpuhlon. Indeed, to obtain this 
is the verj'^ essence of tlie scheme. ' 
in the line, or in the present militia, the 
* case is djHcrent. Into these the men chot^^ 
to enter ; for, though a nwn may be baOotf 
ted into the latter; yet, if he does not ch'ooi$e 
to serve in person, there are means cf avoids 
ing It, aud, if he will not use those ' 

he^ at any rale, gives the preferelke tD/^^ 
sonaj^,^ service. But this scheide reduces 
about four-fifths of the able men of-^ the 


country to n choice between taking a .1 

oath, qodfexpQsii^ U¥3ir iiac^.tp 



hid 1^ virioe of ^r: 

(cnjfj^n ^of perSoos^ vho are 

from corporal punishmeht.-r— 
]t^l^;^’aj;stlereagh appear* to have been very 
apgr)» indeed, at this measure having been 
V denominated % voruicripiion. But, ii^what 
does It differ 'frqm' a cons^cripiion, except 
^ in the , case of the rich ? Napoleon 
orders *a certain number of young men 
to be ballotted, and to be made soldiers 
at once. Lord Castlereagh orders out 
ten young n\en from a parish, suppose, and 
hiB admits of a fine by way of ejremfUiou 
/from personal service ; but, he takes care 
that seven out ©f the ten shn/l not Ir aLU 
to tlimsdues» and thi^f nobody 

else shall pay it for t ham. I wilj Uike a 
line, aaya^ he, in lien of service ; but, you 
slnUl not have the means of getting the fine, 
Avithout exposing yuurselvfcs to tlie chance 
of haying ydnr ears cropped olf for perjury. 
Upon the rich, therefore, this measAu-c, 
this brilliant scheme, is a tax ; upon the 
poor it is a conscription y and, it is urjrequab 
It. i.H partial, it is unjust j becaiftg it prohibits 
' <.-fje.clescription of persons j*ioor purchasing 
exemption from personal servitude, which 
it permit^ it in anotlHU* descripliuii ; and, 
it thrown. the pain and the burd«ui of de- 
fence upon tho.se who have nothing but 
their persons to defend. nln its ope- 

ration it will be altcMidcd with tdl sorts 
of hard-ships and vexations. The rich will 
fine. That will be a trifie ; but it will be 
a most odious way of <-ollcctiijg a icvcnue. 

"* The poor will, to their last sliilliug, fine 
too. They well !si?ll llieir goods, and the 
goods of many will he sold lor one. Where 
this cannot be done, wages will Ire anti- 
cipated to the’ utmost ])enny. Ru'.uou.s 
debts will be contracted. Any thing to avoid 
a compulsory exposure to the lash. Many, 
however, must render per.soual service \ 
^but, wherever the money can be raised, 
Vheiever an indemnity can be provided, 
loot’d Castlereagli may be assured, that the 
pdktls >vi 11 have very little weight j and, J 
am really surprized, that a person, who has 
hid such extensive experience, should .have 
much reliance upon a check of tfiis 
I a^.~— But, only think of the disgrace, 
Ife infamy, whicl) js thus m3^]ked upon* 
the front of the nation, by an 091 tp prevent 
Aiep frpip ihmring^ themselves j^ainsf the 
wsfbrttm o/lecomng liable to assist the 
• ^j^QB of their cQuntm ! Agalij^t fire, 
thunder and lightodng, against 
foundering at , sea, again.<it dpatb^ w,^ 
insure y nnd ,(ob, everlasting shame !) such 
the fi«uati(m. of our country, that it mxsv 
^ bULhel'Q(«^b^ 



pipbehe of being 

defendoojrnntt^elend! What U ifie 
of tfiisf Why doc;? the gov4fcrnmcnt 
of the peopje’s readiness to defend rtie.cottt^; 

‘ try ? I< is tile people’s country, and i4}kat ^ 
thff reason that it is necessary to p«is$ a law to 
compel them to defend it ? Do they not Ipvie 
tbr coiniiiy ? Apd, if so, why do they not L, 

It matters not, my lord, ygiq m?y talk 
scheme as long as you please ; but, b,e yqn 
assured, that, if the hour of real 
comes, there i.s no power upon e:|rih ihat 
can make the people defend that which they , 
do not love; and, if they love the country, • 
they will defend it without any making., ^.et 
a/l the people be armed. Give them their , 
neighbours iuid friends, their* natural lead<- 
ers, to ih.struct and direct them ; make them 
fed that what they have to preserve is wWli 
the hazard of their lives ; and, J'Jl engage 
that you shall need neither fines nor con-. 

scri[>tions. Upon the continent of £a- 

lope, we have seen government after go- 
vernment fall before the arrn.s of Francp, 
anti yet there was no want of soldiers, TliO 
French were everywhere met by men # 
forced into the service. We heard m ama- 
zing armies, of Immense magazines, of 
endless trains of arliliery ; but, inamo- 
m^nt.all disappeared. Tiie plunderer caine^ 
away fled the defenders, and down came the 
government. The people of Italy and Aus- 
tria, Prussia, Holland, and Brupswiuk were 
pot all foots to be sure Tliey were 
beat the French ten times told ; 
were they not willing? Yet, 
forcing the people of England , 

country. We seerrr determine^ l;0 
profit from the experience of the; . 

of Kuryje.— — I am •fur 2ixm\a% 
of (be people; fpr, 'as to any 
that they may make of their asma/ I 
ans\\%r in the words which 1 once htiard 
utted by Mr. Windham, tlie fau^ 
siness is theirs, and, if they will i>ot 
defend the cqiintry in our way, , ibef 
must defend it in their own way.*’ Ifit:; 
d^d, it is as absuid.to pass a law to make , 
people lov^, a^ to pass a law to make them 
defend i|;^'i^<spunuy. A law, or a , 

induce theib to defend it; to organ! . 

for that pnrpoAC, .may bcwiseandnecessiify^ ^ 1 
but a law . to cpeipri a whole people, undor .. 
heavy p^ps end penalties, not ekctpdlS^’. 
bodily punishment, to (}eTend 
something monstrously 
snake them# in an hour of real 
their lives in defending qthei:*,' 
th^OMf^lvcs, ecTMy , 
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sontJicd\ the La2dru9*I(SK)k(iig saint, and the 
big-lwgp'd loan-jpbber, may hug themselves 
af the thought, that the people • are to be 
forced to defend them and their Jewish kin 5 
but, I should hope, that the ministers, 
amonpt wh6m there are some men of shirp 
faculties, at least, will perceive, while yet 
there U time, that there is no reliance to be 
placed on men dragged to the ranks under 
the dread of pains and penalties. 

N. B. In the last Register, ** mowed 
with a spade," 111 page y lu, should have been 
** moved with a si)ule.” 

Botley, I2th May, 1803. 

CORBETT’S 
Parliamentary History 

E NOLAND, 

Wh'di, in the compass of Sixteen Volumes, 
royal octavo, double columns, will con- 
tain a full and accuiatc Report of all the re- 
^corded Proceedings, and of all theSpeeches, 

^ ill both Houses of Parliament, from the 
earliest times to the year 1803, when the 
publication of ** Cobbett's Pailiameutary 
Debates" commenced. 

VoL. IV. Comprising the Period from 
the Restoration of Charles 11. in Jd(>0, to the 
Revolution in l6'88 ; and containing an Ap- 
pendix of scarce and valuable Parliamentary 
Tracts, written during the said period, will 
be ready for delivery on or about tbs ist day 
of Jimc next. — The magnitude of the Parlia- 
mentary Histbry, the great labour and expence 
attending it, and the comparatively small 
number of copies, which, to avoid serious 1 i’tk, 
it has been thought fidviseable to^ print, 
render it necessary thus eaily to adopt pie- 
cautions calculated to prevent any broken 
sets remaining on hand at the conclusi&n of 
the work. Subscribers are, therefore, par- 
, ticulariy requested to send in their names 
fo their respective Booksellers, as not a sin- 
gle copy, will, on any account, be sold, 
but to the purchasers of the former Volurues. 
GeuUcmen, resident in Ireland, wishing 
to become subscribers, will please to apply 
CO Mr. Archer, of Dublin. 

DirjtKCE OF THE COUNTRY. 

Enfield, Uth April, 1808. 
Stw,——— Considering the importance, at 
this time, of a rlj^t system of national de- 
fei^e, i certainly should not have suffered 
more than a month to have elapsed since ihe 
date of my last, ere i bad resumed the sub- 


ject, had noi every momenj of my time befcn 
either occupied by business, or lost to the 
purposes of utility by indisposition. In my 
late enumeration ot the population ^ the 
states now confederated against us, tinder 
the guidance of Buonaparte, I was guilty of 
an oversight in the omission of Turkey, the 
addition of whose people, and other minor ' 
corrections of the census, on the authority of 
Pinkerton’s geography, will be found to^ 
swell the confederacy lo full 140 millions of 
people, capable of furnishing above 23 mil- 
lions of f ghting men ; that is to say, soldiers 
and sailors. That the proportion of the lat-^ 
ter, mus; alieady be sufRcient, with a due 
admixture of marines and other landsmen, 
(according to th? practice of all martial Da- 
vies) to man a very large fleet, will not be 
doubted when wt take a revew of the mari- 
time postebsions of our enemies, from the 
White Sea to the Black Sea inclusive ; and 
when we recollect how many, from one ex- 
tremity to the other of that immense line of 
coast, sLibsist^by following the occupations of 
fishermen j <iand when we farther advert to 
the coasting trade of all those petty maritimV 
states, which are usually overlooked when 
we speak of the naval -powers of Europe.— 
And when, Sir> we likewise turn our atten- 
tion front the men, who are the soul, to the 
timber, iron, hemp and tar, which compose 
the body of a navy ; we are to keep in mind 
what are our own remaining resources, and 
what are those of our efierny. We know 
how much has been said and projected abouL^ 
our building ships of war in the East Indies 
—a blessed dependence ! It was also at the 
time stated, that large quantities^of. timber 
had been purchased by England in Dalma- 
tia, and was ready felled, when the events of 
the war defeated our contract ; and it is now 
understood that Mr. Rentham, well known 
for his former employment as a shipwright 
and a general in Russia, as well as for a lateCo 
patronage of the English admiralty as a me- 
chanician, was lately building ahips for us 
within the dominions of the Emperor Alex- 
ander, where of course those ships will now 
remain to augment the navy of our enemies.^ 
Sueh circumstances do not prove to us t|^at^ 
the government of this country has been suf- 
*'ficicntly provident respecting a home growth 
of ship timber ; and they certainly add to 
the apprehension, that we may ere . long (if 
the present confederacy against us shall con- 
tinue) see our enemy greatly out-number os ' 
in ships of war, even to the extent they 
pleasi . } as they are in possession of all the 
continental forests of Europe (those of now- 
invuded Sweden alone excepted) ; and, 
moreover, we masters of countries abound* 
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ing #iih iron^ hemp, and tar am not» 
Sir, one who is afraid of a war with America, 
iCit >baH be necessary to the ma ntenance of 
cur rights, and shall be rightly conducted , 
but still we are to consider the efiect which 
a war with America mt)st have, if it shall be 
raging while our country is to be the object 
of concerted invasions at a variety of points 
Such tn additional war must create a demand 
for additional* exertions on our part . and 
must occupy a considerable number of out 
ships and seamen, and would probably, also, 
in Its consequences, find employqjeni for a 
matei lal portion of our land force If the 
morality ot the bulk of the Amegcan peo- 
ple, and the good taitli of the government be 
such a^ you describe them to be, and espe- 
cially if you be correct in your idea of the 
peculiar hatred they bear to Enghnd, it 
might not be very surprising if, while they 
were even at peace with us, they should rea- 
dily give into the schemes of oui arch enem} , 
so far as to pour into his ports if possible, a 
-great quantity of their shippyig, on the eve 
of a projected intaston of England or Ire- 
land , but should we be at wit with Ameri- 
ca, we could little doubt th it he would bend 
Jhe foice of his genius to rendei the Ameri- 
can shipping available to the utmost, to his 
grind object of cdlcting our destiuction 
Coosidefing the naturil impossibility of htr- 
meticallv sealing up all the poits gieat and 
small of a vast hue of coast, and it all sea- 
sons, whether the nights be long or shot t, 
light or diik, serene or tempestuous, e^spe- 
cially when all this should be a task in addi- 
tion to the blockading already imported upon 
us, It. must be evident that an American 
^ar, besides diawing aside fiom their pre- 
sent objects a consideiable pirt of our 
cruizets, must adinniister to the enemy s 
means of inviding ns, in the prupoition in 
which Xinerican ships could get safe into 
h's ports , and we are not to forget, tint our 
blockade of those ports which are the ren- 
dezvous of his ships of war, would not close 
the nntermediate and inferior hai hours 
against the merchant shipping of America. — 
beeing, then, such prospects before us, and 
uWt knowing how soon the line of battle of 
our navy, independent of contributing to (he 
defence of our island, may have to fight for 
its own ascendant, or even existence , nor 
how much the smaller ships maybe occupied 
in all the distant parts of the worldi, nor 
what new draughts from onr land force may 
be required tor our foreign services in every 
quarter, ought we not, if we wonldmeither 
cripple our distmt exertions* nor bung rum 
on ouV dependencies, nor hi/ard thetcon- 
questof ourcuuntty, sotopi^|ide for our 


MtioiMit icebeiqiiMf ({here be a Natural phi* 
sibihiy 6(9oAmgr^thBtvf€ should have bo- 
thing to fceMdtbdugh not a ship noratb- 
gttiar soldier yhoold be kept at home for our 
defence > * When 1 offer it as my opinion^ 
that have such means, those who have 
duly and deeply contemplated the martial 
blanch of the English constituuon, may have 
no difficulty in believing the fact , althoogh 
It must be confessed, that no one in modem 
times has yet produced a plan in detail, for a 
complete organization of oui posse comtia(us» 
Such a plan in dUail must necessai ily be vo- 
luminous , It must include arrangements for 
having all onr youth perfected m arms and 
tactics before they shxll reach eighteen years 
or age, and with regard to the great mass of 
the fighting men of the community, its an- 
nua) classification by age, and other renew- 
als of rolls for preset ving a perpetual harmo- 
ny between nature and miiitiiv science, as 
well as 'I variety of subordinate piovisions 
whereby the ordinary intercourses of society 
should remain uninterrupted, even within 
sight of an invading enemv, and all other 
parts efthe country belli perfect tranquillity, 
muct unav oidably contain much mattei , bat 
piinciples once cleaily 1 iid down for our go^ 
vernimnt, regulations, in all their parts and 
sections, divisions and subdivisions, branches 
and lamifications, would follow in course 
without producing confusion, disorder, or 
obscurit) , in short, the matter in a well di- 
gested system, majf like a column in an ar 
my, be of any ]en^tl 1 , and vet ■perfectly ma- 
nageable — It IS now , Sir, nine years since I 
submitted to the puhiic, in 'an appeal, civil 
and military, on the English con«titutton/ an 
outline of such a sjstem, naturallv and neces- 
sai ily growing out of the principles of the 
posse (owitatus, as we find it in onr common 
hw, and discovei it*to be an integral part of 
that constitution, coeval with, and essential 
io,^onr liberties, and, although (he press, 
especially of late, has since teemed with 
plans and pi ejects of defence, I have not 
seen Decision to depart from a single princi- 
ple thertin laid dow n , nor have 1 discover- 
ed that I over rated the po*^se comHatuf 
(equally adaptable to the arms and tactics of 
any age) when I tl eiein observed •* it is 
without any I'hctoricil figure, the cheap 


* Not meant to apply toartillerj men , for, 
althoiig|i a certain pioportion slTOuld e* en be 
exclusively attached to the pnsse (omttatus^ 
they must be regular soldiers, as their educa- 
tion work of time It IS not, hnw*ev< r, 
nece birv thti should be subject to the^tlne 
articles Of w ir as tiiO'tC b) which the stand* 
inw arm) arc goveixitd. 
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•• defence of nariom/ k Wfiiagu'*’ government of our ccamtry, and *Jtr^ 

“ ingjulonsy, inbaa»irtiWjMr»»nawiuig liberties, as could po^iWy be dowbjr tjj* 
luu ii)al tranqmllftyi ex* most iffucceabfnl Fi eu< h imasion. Tlieiwy, 

ternildattger, it boWs Aglorioii^i pic emi* I snj, mav come, ahtnsuch persons 
nen^eo^tsi every other miluary system of have to mswer for then system, and*tbe«r 
*' bivuan invent urn ** Having thn> jndci own jiersoinl defence m that day will not 

\oivisd to cltlime a knowledge of the rioht gnn stitngiha when it vlwll appear that, uverji 

piMju ipki» of deh nee, and ikefchtd an oi t in a view, theirsv stems are, aod moM: 

kn« , nid forcstcnig as I thought the nctess'ii ily be glaimg weibncss, c.onfusip»T* 
giowiDg dang( r*. ot our countiy, it niv and imbeciht}, in conipanson of that which 
bop thaU UK (iilijitciiedmin s (I «i home th- common law ind constitution impera- 
^bk snusii in in pulumcit, w:»iild!iive lively enjoin, and which they take Upon 
Ijikei? upon OI n l’ c task of ,.i\ mg the pu me tin n posUivelj to reject Accident ha^pre^ 
ihe necLsai) h 1 u d si « k oi in Oil er vuited my >et seeing the pi e^ent bill of Loi4 
words, thntl vixillhivt li i he system C istlei eagh , but if the newspapers tiuljr 

9 compla pi '^ti 1 mr n a 1 1 ib I iitt rn describe its c ontents, it is only Ui additional 

a stituto f )i ** Tisjoi ng i ) I VI ui uul fciutio hi ^ s' 3*‘en) which, to iny humble 

*' e Id ) lie * chs 7 (cM M 1 I uiKkistiiuling is gi tally adding to the rapi- 

fioue r "witutus f to I'vi 1 i u th it, s t dit> wiih which oui counh; seems to be 
tiiil tmK tv\ootlKri ’iiuis I ih(‘ lultii) vancinij to its rujn — Considering, Sir, the 
put c f tiu work h ive Ut ii p c d. iiiuli i supitnuly awful situation of oui state at tma 
luitecl ‘ lnk,lamis L oi thi Militi- (xtnoulinary tnsis, and considcnng the 
rj i i)<^,,ics of ibt C t nstm lu i m wimh great vaiiety of systems of defence, and de- 
alrJun^h lo the hist of (hoc idiii us hn c tensive suggestions, which the patiiotiSrin of 
addUions wiie uiide, fui il slitting the induidi Is Isas brought forth, would it have 
prinrpks, the wotv s(i 1 umnn i mi a d spanned the reputation of that minister, 
ourlmc, 1 shall lot be thought chaigt lole wmld it have lessened our tsliawtion of bis 
v.vith iny imp it t nee to obiu'e upon the /lal in the public service, or havemade o® 
public a finishc I plm, with ill the rit<*^«hViv riu minds an imprtssiQii unfavouiable to his 
details and miuutix 1 )\ c \uii ^ lovt icsto* wisl m ndviitiu ludhc, at the very corn* 
ration Kno niig the s>^i mi) be toundc i nn ihuI of thi pitstnt "tsHion of parha- 
ou, ai 1 iIki a p iri of ilc co stitiHion, 1 rntiii uuvtdfoi a loiiimittee of defence, to 
CO lid not ctivcsl mtselt of iht lope, tl it, as hive eMininecI all that public s| irif, or legal 
our dingei should giovy jno c nd moie ttr It i i ng, or military genius, had offered I® 
u*u, some pr bin, m iMtiniineict c In the li^ishiiure thiough the medium ot the 
in or out of place oi Id soohli or I r, [rtss huI to Invt reported on what pi mci» 
before oui rmp sKoul ’ he iiicvttibh seih I, plrs, is most constituticnjl, and most enec- 
resort to the eneigu s of ih t constitution f )r tual, \ s> sIl m of n itional defence ougbt to be 
our delivei vice In this ii )pe, iht woik h ij» f iiuKkd ** And, Ind the noble lord, on 

been vt ly little advci ised, b it h is bet n sent ding in his motion, likewise made it hii 
to two entile cabin is of hisMij sly s an- public d( iln ilioii, that, on leceiviug withui 
Ulsters, the last aid ttit piesLiii, bcsidc’i i ct it iin number of days a lettu fipm the 
iidividiuls of a piioi cibuut and, list auth >r of any work on defence, expressing 
S4ivnaer^ it was likewise sci t o tiiv,genei 1 i w j>h foi a particular mcmbei of the House 
otficeis a’vout the person of llcKi g to tin be wig added to the committee, he ^ula 
ji^ommandei mchiff, a id to hisMi).csi> him* move for the same, 1 incline to think the 
self Whatever, theie tore, mi> be the event, admiration ot sucluondurt would have 'beeir 
from a^wii oi itivision i»g ng in the bowtis univer->il, equillj prepiring the public fpi 
pf our country, while the system of the con- an app oval of the system of defence tlM^ 
UitutiQo, explained in thei^ligis, shall not shoiid h ive lesulted, and for 74W and uil^^ 
l^ve been resorted to, no b'ame would at- mity id its excailion And vybeii we know 
on him who h id laboured to recom- that gentlemen of talents and learning, mnt» 
mend it But the diy may possiblj come, tia and legular ofheers of exi>erience, 
wJfesu those who have pretended to defend us lals of reputation, and membei^ of holb 
on principles that go direptly to overthrow bouses of parliament, have contributed Ihetr 
constitution, and wh cb pnnciplA, if not quotas of knowledge and system towards ouf 
resisted, must a$ effectually subunt the true defence, it should seem to have beeo desi^rd* 

— blc ihaf all such parties should, in the first 

* Sir Wilham Jones See the I/Cgal concoction ot a great national plan, have had 
Mod^ o( Suppit*'»ing Riots, with a Plan theiwtansof rendering then suggest lOos aa 
for Natioiuil D !» nee, p Ip. available as ^posaible lor the public safety 



perhaps, on reflfeciion, to take blame to mj- 
for giving-liotbingknorB than a display 
• ioif its principles* a general sketclr of its pro- 
fisipns/aiid a demonstration of its efficacy > 
dearly soever it might appear to iny 
wn mind, that eri’ougli had been said for 
enabling a statesman thence to furnish a 
complete plan of defrnce, in all it’s dtHaih 
^ Wd minutiae of regulation. Bilt aslione arc 
ao deaf as- those who do not chodse to hear j 
nor so difficult to persuade, as those are 
determined not t(? understand ; so such per- 
jSOiis no doubt are ready to say, * There is a 
*' wide difference between the most correct 

* theory and u«-efiil practice,- between the 
' most |)erfcct abstract and a real Substance ;* 
and ihey maybe equally ready to a4>k, ' why, 

* if he could, <iid he not produce a practical 
' plan complete in ?JI its parts To such a 
question it might be sulHcieftt to answer, 
that those charged with our defence did not 
desire such a plan. But the writer may far- 
ther observe, he did not think it incumbent 
upon him unnecessarily to put either himself 
or his readefs to the expence of that which, 
how necessary soever in a law, was not ne- 
cessary in a book recommending such a law, 
-—•He now, however, trusts, tliat a truly 
constitiuional system of defence will at last 
be shortly pro()osed in parliament j a sys- 

in which nolliing will be omitted 
through party bias, nor any thing pei verted 
iVom a factious sacrifice of the fiublic good 
to private ends. The respect w’hich ail pro- 
fe&sfor the constitution will, it is hoped, ob- 
tain for such a system a candid examination 
on the part of the public ; and, great soever 
ns the power of a minister may be, 3 ^et (o a 
decided public opinion that pow^r must 
blend. — As a supplement to the observations 
in my last, relative to Sweden and tlie 
Baltic,^! beg leave to add what follo\vs ; 
—I hope Sir Samuel Auclimuty has b^n 
dqhsulted on the objects of the expedition 
^eft^aid' to be proceeding to the Baltic, to gid 
ktlw^mg bf Sweden, both in the defence of 
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dominions, and the conquest of 4 youthful Gnstavus (who I am assured is dij* .• 


Nt>i^ay; and that the infoimation respect- 
ing one of the causes of failure in the iale ex- 
pedition, against Buenos Ayres, which ininis- 
have received, has not been iasf upon 
them. The following extract from the de- 
f^ce bf General Whitelocke. is highly in 
stntctive. " It had been conceived, that 


mers?5 as to julitifV the .assertion 
" wefcad hot, ^h'«i weiirHved in Ainericri* 
" one singlfe friend in the whole cqUntryi 
" litfle WAS it eoncelvfed that the whole po-, 
" pnlation were originally hostile to us^ still 
" less that they had become hostile from, 

" any thing that had occurred in th; capture 
" of Buenos Ayres, or while we retainc4 
" possession of it. The able officer whq 
" commanded at Monte Video, had dtsfeo- 
" vered the reverse of this to be true, 

" they were equally inimiciil tons and Iheir 
" own government ; and on a disorder ari- 
" sing, in which the viceroy was said to 
" have been made piisoner by his own peo* 

" pip. Sir Samuel Anchnmty wrote to those 
" who possessed the supreme government la 
" Bufiu)s. Ayres, making (hem au oiler of 
“ British protcclicui. His letter \va<i ap- 
" swefed by General Liniers, (he Audienza* 

"• ami the Cabildo, all of whom rcated;;bis . 
" otter with indignation and cont v'-pt j ahdt, 

" in this sentiment Sir Samufel Auebrntity # 
" found the wliole population to partake, 

" Who had been influenced against ih<? 

“ lisb by every species of exaggeration and 
" falseliood” [logetber, I fear, witii a mix* 
tureaf iruth]. *' 7'he rtarives of the conn* 

" try were indeed disposed to follow tli^ 

" steps of theNurthXmericnns,^nd to ere^t 
" an independent state, ff we could pvo** 

" mise them indepcndencp, they wmild in- 
" stantly revolt against their goyerntmefiti,. 

" LiU, thoiigli noi fling but indepe^dei^ 

" would pc*i feet ly satisfy them, they won 1$ 

" prefer our government, either to .ttietr., 

" present anari li^or»the Spanlsli yoke, prp-^. \ 
" ncletf we would proniise not to give up •. 
" the country to Spain at the peace ; but, 

" niftil such a promise was made, we must ei- 
" pcct to And iheni open or .secret enemies/^ 

— Now, Sir, are the Swedes, or Danes, or 
Norweg'ans more in love with de.spotic go? ' 
vernment, more calculated for slave^i, than, 
the mongrel Spaniards of South Afnericft i 
And do we not in this mirror see, tliar if tfiq 


tremely ur popular with his subjects on 
count of the despotism introduced inlp.th^,, 
government by- his family, and 9diieried : 
to by hitnself) shall have any t^e for , 
true glory, or shall know how to fender f 
reign secure and prosperous, and (o ' 
his throne on an immoveable basis, ^ 


tiiediisatisfaction which had been exeij^d 1 begin the present campaign with cam|(j 
" in Sitfib Atoerica, by the restrictive jea- ] restoring i 
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to Sweden its ancient libertp^^^ 







Pre&entmg it w7th;a.«vttt^Wtaastttution of 
Government, for g^iYmgtkAt liberty perma-, 
^ence to the end of time. By such an act 
^lone, accorapanifd'by an invitation to the 
Norwegians and Zealanders, to take shelter 
under bis protecting wing, with a promise 
never to give them up again nt a peq^ce, be 
and his ally would, it is reasonable to suppose, 
be received ** as their deliverers,'* ai^ his 
power be so consolidated, he might thence 
forth set at defiance all the efforts of Russia 
and France to disturb his repose. Sweden, 
so enlarged by its ruler’s wisdom, and so 
strengthened by its liberty, could no longer 
have, any thing to bear from the greatest 
mercenary armies which could be senf against 
It ; but if the Swedes are to continue politi- 
cal slaves, and their king an unrelenting 
despot, neither the gulf of Bosnia, nor all 
the rivers which run into it, npr all the ar- 
mies the government can raise and pay, 
even with English subsidies, can long pre- 
serve the Swedish throne, il Napoleon now, 
(as before observed) at the head of 140 mil- 
lions of people, capable of furnishing 23 mil- 
lions of hghti ng men , have decreed i ts do wu fall. 
Ana from the complexion of the policy which 
the ministers of England shall pursue, and 
advice they shall offer Guslavus towards 
the defence of Sweden, we doubtless may 
draw instructive conclusions, touching the 
complexion of their policy, and the nature 
of tndr system for the defence of England. 
“We have seen that had English statesmen 
acted on English principles, as friends to 
human Itbeny, the worst general ever set 
at the head of an army might, without hring 
a shot, have severed from the Spanish mo- 
narchy, by a single act, the vast province of 
Buenos Ayres ; and little doubt is te be en- 
tertained that the example of that vice roy- 
alty shaking off its chains. would have been 
soon followed by Peru* and Mexico y open- 
ing to their deliverers every possible advan- 
tage of commercial intercourse, whvie it 
must materially weaken the European eon- 
federacy against us. JVs the same moral 
^uses are in our favour in the nor h as were 
in the south, it remains to be seen, whether 
our ruling statesmen have any taste for gain- 
ing the hearts of whole nations, by respect- 
ing their rights and consulting t'ucir inclina- 
tions; or prefijs* the expense, and trouble, . 
and iiBZard, attendant on violating their 
rights, insulting their understandings, and 
exciting their hatred. They ought not to 
f >rget thie national hatred which subsists 
beiVL'een the Swedes and the Danes. By the 
m^ans proposed tliis might soon be mdted 
i a inDtual affection; but, if hre.and 
swoid are to be the only arguments for 


^ gaining Norway^ we art tml Id ealSroldte'iqjoir 
an easy conquest, we may rather expect % 
counterpart of wliat baj^ned where the 
Danes made a descent on Sweden in 
while the king was in the hands of the^rka 
at Bender. The Danes '' invaded the pro* 
vicibe of Scania,. |bok Helsingbourg, rava* 
ged the neighbouring coasts, and extended 
'' ^cir levies of contributions a grbat way 
into the country.*' Sweden was sor^ex^ 
hausted of regular troops, that only SOOOcould 
be collected. To these were joined 12,tXX> 
peasants, the greater part of whom ** came 
** in tl^ir linen frocks, having at. theia 
'' girdles pistols tied with cords.** They 
set upon<the Danes whom they defeated with 
great slaughter. ** Two regiments of these 
peasants, hastily armed, cut to pieces the 
** king of Denmark’s regiment of guards, of 
" whom only ten men W‘^re left alive.*' 
The Danes fled under the eannon of Hel* 
sinbourg, and within five day.s after the 
battle had quitted Sweden; ^^ndthe rea- 
son assigned for this heroism of the Swedish 
peasantry is, ^hat " these, forming an order 
** in the sttfte, regarded themselves as dtu 
** xens** The shadow of liberty left Swe- 
den by Charles Xll. was totally annihilated 
by the late king, who, for so doing, was 
srabbed by Ankerstrom. If Gustavus ad* 
heres to his father’s principles, he cannot 
have his people’s hearts, if made pf the 
same materials as the other fallen despots of 
Europe, he has nothing to -expect but a 
similar fate, nor would deserve a better: 
but if, indeed, he has wisdom and virtue^ • 
and deserve an immoveable throne, an en- 
largement of dominion, and a glorious reign, 
they are likely to await him. — 1 remain. Sir, 
&c.— J. Cartwright. V 

CORN AGAINST SUGAR. 

Sir, — I shall preface my applicaUon fbr a 
place in your Register by observing, that* it 
is not niy wish to inierferc as your auxiliary- 
in your present controversy with Messrs. 
Young and Wakefield. That controversy 
cannot be placed in better hands. It if really 
amusing to observe the condescension with 
which they notice your inferior progress iti 
thd^ mystery of agriculture, and the cofHfo- 
^sion of ideas into which they are insensibly \ 
wandering, while they forget that a bad prac- 
tical farmer, if he be' a good practical lo^- 
cian, may sometimes prove a very in- 
convenient antagonist. * My intention is,, 
solely to combat an assertion lately used (if 
the reports in the paper be true) by a worthy, 
biroifet at a Norfolk county meetiug, and 


* Voltaire’s Hist, of ditto, xii. B. 
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whHsh'beoiay possibly haves picked up in 
some pamphlet on the West Indian ques- 
tion^ or perhaps in the Edinburgh Review of 
Obtober last, wherein it is very clearly 
state(j^and supported by much dexterity ofar- 
gument.— ** It appears to us *’ fsay these re- 
viewers p. 156) *' perflftlt/ manifest, ^that 
** the radical evil is a geneial glut of produce, 
attest of the great staple, sugar and 
*•* rtfm, in the whole market of the world ; 

that the West Indian colonies grow much 
** more than the whole world can consume, 
and consequently that the prices must fall, 
and a large proportion of the co$nmodity 
remain unsaleable at any price, until 
the supply shall be contracted*\ Again 
they tell us, p. 10*3: **T\\Qtrue remedy for the 
evil is only to be found in diminishing the 
growth of sugar. Many of the estates 
** which produce bad sugars must be given 
** up ; and many planters will he ruined whose 
property is mortgaged. This will be a 
« sevtre remedy, but it will be a radical 
one.** And again, p I65, ** Unfortunately 
** things are brought to suck a state, that 
the sacrifice of many persons is the only 
** means of re^ettabltshing the general wel- 
fare,*' Some little degree of indilfereuce 
Co the ruin of the colonists is indeed tem- 
pered, in the original, by a string of re- 
flexions on the subject of the slave trade, 
tending to mitigate any inordinate compas- 
sion that we might possibly feel for the 
few or many per»ons sacrificed 5 but the 
assertion dial this sacrifice is necessaiy is 
distinctly expressed ; and 1 do as distinctly 
contend thatt it is utterly false and absurd — 
I apprehend. Sir, that our sugar colonies 
differ from the counties which compose the 
Ignited Kingdom only in this, that they 
are more distant from the seat of govern- 
ment; the moral connexions of" laws, 
language, and interests, are the same ; their 
w^hite population being wholly kept up by 
emigrants from hence, all of whom are 
st'pmilate'd by the hope of returning to their 
natural home. I farther conceive, that tlie 
utility of such settlements consists solely in 
their aflording the means of employment to 
adventurers, whose industry cannot be use- 
fully employed at home, and who are thus 
enabled to raiee either food, or the raw ma« 
teriai of maotifactures, for the supply of the 
mother country: This the several colonies 
have done, and their sugar has conti ibuted, 
in a much greater degree than is u&ally 
snptiioaedi, to feed, and thus to increase the 
poodlation and cuHivation of Europe. It is 
only inasmtich as tliey have done an A con- 
tinuL* lodo this, that we have any immediate 
in relieving their present 


or any motive; exdnsive of compasstoo or 
eitriosity, for inquiring wh^it mode of relief 
will prepuce the greitest effect with the le^ 
inconvenience to out selves. That sugat 

cnteis, to a large amount, into the fliod of 
all, excepting the very lowest classes of our 
labonryrs, might be inferred from the enor^ 
mous quantities of tea, or of infusions bearing 
that ^me, andsweetetied vvith sugar, which 
have been admitted to the breakfasts of the 
manufacinring poor ; but we have better 
because mo^e dire ct evidence. The quantity 
of sugar retained for home consumption, on 
an averrge of the4 last years, viz. 1804, 5,6, 
and/, was2, 636, 658. cwt. Now, Sir,you know 
that, from the time of the commencement; 
of the Amei ican war, or thereabouts, this 
country, which hud formerly exported corn 
to a laige amount, began to import con- 
siderable quantities for its own consumption , 
and that the annual average of foreign corn 
now required for the supply of this demand 
is 800,000 qiiaiters. Such is your own 
statement of our wants, and I believe it to 
be authentic ; and it may be presumed that 
the weight of this corn, even if it lyere^ 
ail w'heat, would not exceed 3,200,000 cwt . } 
allowing 4 cwt to each quarter, it follows, 
that our consumption of food in the shapo^ 
of sugar is equal, in point of mere^weighf, 
to at least three quaiters of our consumption 
of food in the shape ot foieign corn, or to 
the annual sustenance (if a calculation of 
the Edinburgh revieweis can be trusted) of 
bout 6*39 000 persons. » Not one particle 
of this sugai was consumed it! distilleries, 
but V...S fairly and honestly eaten or swalldw- 
ed with water by the inhabitant? of these 
kingdoms, and purchased by them at double 
the price of bread, taking that at 3d. ft 
pound (13d. the quartern loaf*) and the sugar 
at Od., a price ud^icj) is below the average 
cost of^that article during the three years. 
Fuither, the increasing taste tor this species* 
of liiod ib evinced by a comparison of the 
consumption just noticed with that of the^ 
years 178I, 2, 3, 4, and 5, which amounted 
to no more than 1 ,422 024 cw^t. so that tbe 
augmented demand is 1.214,0*34 cwt. equal * 
to the weight of SOJ.OlB qiutters of wheat^ 
You will observe, Mr. Cobbetr, that f * 
attribute to sugar no superiority of notritiveT 
power, because its efficacy in the disiilJeriea 
or brew'eries is not ronclu-tive on this head, 
and we can derive no knowledge fiona com* 
parative, expe-imenls; but, in thus com- 
pdiitig com and sugar, weight for weight, 
there can be no fall icy ; and every pound of 
sugar must have acted as a substitute fot 
at least a pound of griin, ^»i for a correspond* 
ing quantity of meat, or fish, 01; pol-tooil,. 



FOUf^At 

cr othsr ivrtlctei aiedt as sustenance t and quite so irarly plinters fts the ^dinl>ufj;tk 
cotiscquently the colfwists must hate always critics had devoled to deatruciton, benuse il 
becrt ID competition with th 6 fai mei s who gint 0/ food is sure to be i eraorod by tncrt*a$- 

aupply thenatioiwl maiket with pro\ isions , ed u n*»uniption Ibat conSi»mpfion fllAd 

thL> mnst have produ< I d cxatlly iho same been thetkod by bxal 1011 cained to egress, 

edict, ansi probably woqlcl ln\e prolnced 11 ''n ex^es-s proted b) the lot d unpiodmtKe* 

in the same decn p as tJic fuiei^ii ii/)oiier ness of the duty imposed by 1 ord lltnrjr 

of coin, had they heeapIindMi an e<^iiall\ Ptilv, b»it flip temponn sicrlfice ^ the 

4 |(U'ant igeous tO/in^ The f irt iG,ii ciil |hitiis whole ^ u tits hnh ag nn »e\i?v.^l it. 
tiyator, whether neuliil 01 hostile, sendb His 1 stttss h 1 . hcen seleie bulouiaihati- 

liis giaiu to the Bnlish maih^'t loadtd only tigr tus been piopoi non ite U it f sh itJ, 

wnih the expense ot lieight, lusuniHe, and with )oiir pLinjis>ion, Mi Cobbeit, take an 

trader’s (omniiSMon, which united chutes enJ\ opporiuini, ol re\ 01 ting to this put ot 

may pcrhips onl} place him on a le\el with tl c suh)/tt hi i in the 1 r'lme 1 f oiiitnd, 

the I Jit.^h jnowei , wlaici-. the plank i 1 ihit i»Ik d minii ion ot cniin.e, win h the 

sugu IS tmlhcrJoulc^ with adulv oH^d pel Scol< h ilviewi-rs itconmcnd qs a ladnal 

ponnl, and consequent!) , howiMi it ini)r ff^tnech/, aoi’d »)n!v complete the dcsliue- 

be 111 leqnest, is r<jidi red tO) o sily foi the tion o‘ rn 1 coJrn sN, mse it is impossi- 

consinnptioii of a veu nnmeions but iKCili bi , uikIli tlic cjtow ing Wti is of oiir levtnoc, 

class ot pnrclnscis I only nu niton ihi^, thitthi) should he* j>e* milted to indemnity 
JhciPjfoi tlepnjji c-of shcwiion fill <} 111 the m >.l\cs foi tlinr Ios'-l-, In thit increase 
the n.>umep| of il i J dinoui u\ic\c*is I of pi k a wh ch might lebuJt liom a dimnnsh- 
J I 'ead ol SI) in; ihat the colonists ln\e td piodiice; and tl.'it with le^pcct to us, 
in lei fd rlu n piolme bevond the demand siuli a meisme wAulcl be inciely a dinmiu- 

ot the whole vvoil 1, they ought to si) no intion <d tlie^iiluional magazine of pioVibiuiib. 

mote than that tin siigai gmwn exceeds the — I am, &.c. it 

qnintity which lit* coiisnmeis aie willing 

peib ips able to bn> , at 1 gne n pi ire Hut c orn ag sinsi si f ak. 

they m liiitain tl il it would be ufisaltidle Arthin Young's ^tk LetUr ) 

at any pruc Wh it > It these si If tl^ i ltd ^iK, — 1 d d not coiueive th it an) citciim- 

profcssois ot pilitcil eciuioiny are so stunc could so soon have inclnced me to 
fiiupe»eil tint the ti^le of sn ; 1 cinnct tiespiss b) anothci littei on the prtiencc of 
gnlitc them, do tlie/ le nly sipjoje tint \oni readers, but your lite papei, in defence 
llip oats 01 bailey oroii^ioi pot iio* s, winch cd the sugar pi(;pobili( n, lui (is it some- 
bum the sulafood of sornuiy millions ol oui what inciunbint on me to supj.oit, ab well as 
countr) me ii would not become mon* i ni- I am ible, the eMclence 1 gace in three e\a- 
rishuig and p.il liable by liie ailmixture of niinatioiis befoic the committee ot the house 
this aiticJ'* ^ Would the labouring classes of commcnis , foi in> opinioi s Iheie ^ehver- 
iii Scetland refuse to puic li ue, b) any p(jr- e<i wtie most ciinncous, if )ours be just— r 
tion ot then hboiii, a |h ticipition of a Ilcfcnc I entei on the question, permit me t6 
rpecies of food winch ranks amongst the congiatulate you on what sec ms to be the 
Ui^uiies of the iichcbt taole^ <' Is it pot, in dawn of a change in jour political ideas, 
point of fict, consuiutd by all who can Inviiioiispapeis,underthemotto6f*‘i^jtr- 
afford to consume it ? Ihat the pi ice and rzi/t C'o/wwerce,” )oti appealed to hold the 
not the qi* lutity produced the glut of *o«r commerce of the 1 ingdom in such conteqipt, 
maiket (for theie was no ol' cr,) ard that that the Royal Exchange began to shake to its 
fhe supply ot all the colonies, w hether Bii- foundations ; and you were disposed to repre- 
tiHii French, Dutch, Spanish, was in- sent» with Mr. Spence, internal consumption 
fidi^quote tp the supply of the uorld, was as the only oiigin, support, and proof of 
sufficiently pio\td diinn<; tlie pc*ice of wealth: the tea of the east, the sugar of tho 
Amiens, dm mg which, expoitaiion entiicly west, the tobacco of the north, weregUen 
removed It. 1 he actual ledundancy, which b> the winds; and we were calle4 upon to 
has resulted, partly fiom the capture of give up the use of such luxuries. But in thii 
many foreign colonies, partly fium our re- late exertion of your genius such seotimentj 
fusal to admit the Amei leans on the usual do npt appear; on iJie contrary, the com** 
footing to our colon nl markets, blit moie mefee of the w'est assumes a far diBerent 
especially fs orn the policy of die French go- importance; for jou expresdy declare,*— 
S'crnmrut, which tijs gradually excluded us d the injury to the barJej giowets wi^rd 
froiq all the markets ot Euiopc, is now di- pioved, 1 should inquiie, whethef the 

minhhtiig and will boon disappear. It will it^ury to tlie bailey growers would bd 

di'iappcar, lirusc^ betore it sLiUhavie mined 1 ** UtorO or than Ine lelief to tbhsalU^ 





gtow^ ilfte l ittift^beWg, inihy opitilo(l» 
^ mil as mSSfiS^titled to the protection of 
*• goreromeot* a8\he former? P. 643.** 
^ere is at least ak liberality of sentiment 
which will please the merchants of the Ex- 
chaSge, much more than it will the free- 
Jiolujgrs of Hacnp$biri^--*In {he su|)port of 
Weakvposiiions, there is too often a luat in 
the yexertion of great taleiitSj which on 
occasidkis has done no slight mischief 
, to the cause of truth : hence the arguments 
of sophistry^in tissues so dexterously intwmed. 
that though common sense, at the first blush, 

« feeU the tallacyi yet to unravel ttie web of 
■error may demand ingenuity as great as the 
talent that produced it. Hence Uie glaring 
paradoxes that have disgraced' the pages of 
genius: a Rousseau could contend tliat man 
should crawl on his hands and not w.ilk erect 
on his feet; a Monboddo di^^coveis the im- 
perfection of the species in our want of tails ; 
and a Berkley could assure a man, who 
knocked his he^d against a post, that he was 
under, the greatest of prrors, that matter 
has no existence, nod the post«to be found no 
where but in his own brain. A philosopher 
could deny the possibrlity of motion ; walk- 
ing across the loom was a better reply'than 
a logical discussion. . And you, Sir, have 
had ingenuity enough, not quite to escape 
this foible*. You are far enough removed 
from such gross attempts as 1 have quoted, 
which I presume to mention only to shew' 
that very great men, from feeling a confidence 
in their poweis, are too apt to oveilook those 
difficulties which would pieserve infciior 
minds from such rashness. For not to speak of 
jeour agreement with Mr. Spence in some of 
his extuiordinary positions, the paper before 
me affords a notable instance ; for though 
on thefiidt reading of it 1 felt that ciior was 
at the bottom of the rrasoning, yet so inge- 
niously have you wrapt it in a profusion of 
arguments, carrying the similitude of tiiith, 
that the understanding of tho reader, though 
not convinced, is perplexed with subilctics, 
upon the very points that ought to be the 
most 4uminons and convincing, rdiiiral 
economists and common sense tell us, that 
if a large portion of a demand be withdiawn 
'from a market, price must fall ; that a fafi of 
pnee discourages production^ ^and thal« 
Eventual scarcity will be the consequence. 
These combinations are plain and self-evi- 
dent | tl^e degree in which they operate will 
^vary with circumstances, and in a case of 
*i|irmiog produce, the pressure felc will cer- 


"talttljr bo thcabuttdW^ 

theerop. 'Now, Sir, a considerable po|r^ 
of your paper is employed in stating e 
of consequences that militate with these 
principles of political economy: they aNI 
erroneous, or you are wrong —For, 
what is the grand object of your reaspning?^ 
Butfto piove that an immense demand mr 
bar|jfy may be withdrawn from ihe market, 
and yet the farmer not suffer ; this is tho 
position, turn and twists it *as you please,^ 
Youi imagination is on me stretch to fix ah* ^ 
surdities and coniradictions on the agrioul- 
tui ibts : we may bad ce^soners, but that 
will not convert paradox into truth —You 
seem to think that you havp bereft as of o^r 
facilities, by the cunning question Me 
produce vf ih“ distillery ^ fbod^ or is H noi 
food ^ If ' ii is not food, ike harhy tX thrown 
aWity ; ij it is food, the IVest^Indies will 
^tve It I care not what you make it, 
while I know it causes a demand in the 
farmer’s market, and that if you stop it you 
deprive him ot that demand Malt spitita., 
are cet tainly n jI food ; but 2,264,000 pounds 
weight of beef, added to the flesh of dean- 
oxen, unqucstionabl) is food, and such food 
as the West-Indies cannot give; for it jg 
upon evidence, that sugar wash without 
giains will not fatten But though malt 
spiiit'» be not food they are a commodity ne-^ 
cessary in the con-umptioa of the people j 
and I leave to your subtlety to prove, tlwt 
the manuficture of such a commodity 
throwing the raw lAateiial jVgy. Such afi 
argument nn^;hl make some figure m a pa« 
negyric on Ficnrti biandy, but sinks to nq- 
thing m a question of Biiiish farmm^* 
Your argument is to the full as applicable t0 
the bieweiy as to the distillery Js beer ' 
(relative to the quest ou of scat city) food^ 
or IS it not it is not food, it iS bar** 

Icy thrCwn aivay ; if it is food, the West- 
Indies will give it; and this supposition 
loualies our case Oiore n^'arly than at fhst 
meets the e)e; for your corre‘pondentj 
X. X., Vol. II. p. 26 , whose l.'tt^er yotl 
commend, expressly joiiis both these modla 
of consuming sugar as highly des’Pible to 
the planter, and not at nil detrimental to UiQ 
nation at large. Bravo, X. X! that is 3 
home thrust, ir \ ’ and I mui^t advifiPilt 

you, Mr. (Jobb3it, wh‘*n you Svidress tfne 
Hampshire freeholders, to explain this 
-ter fully : illuminate their dark Iminds, and 
convincetthem that the loss of a demand for , 
3CX>,0CXf qaarfers of barley is so trifling ' 0 . , 
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Wi^eii> tbut tie <ur- | the or vij^^ioti 

|6er tteprivtMlon of df quartern ! food these 4>bjttctj enough td. 

lOore.^ And Hiia without doing them the j play with, after a dpi ittingi be leading prinv 
amaltest Hiittrjr.!'!-«-]!4liich error has crept into . ciples which govern th^ inquiry r but you 
ihis'dbcob&iqh from speaking genei;aliy of > should first settle the p67(it, whether with^" 
iorn, aod nidt particularly of barley, , tlrawing deniiind does not sink the . pfice. 
you have made no small use of this mistake. This Question should Jfe met, and not jhif^dL 
yon As coouccted with a quenion to a dependent chain of eventual su^poSi- 

** like, this, \vhi‘'h embraces the geiyral tions ; thus? should pork be very dearf^ive 
V pifoduceof the soil and the general infer- barley to pigs; if the soil suits, sow olbi;. 

qsfs of the nation, all the distinction be- if rich, sow hemp ; if scarcity comett, 

V; fween barley -growers and wheat-growers make bread : but multiply such 7/s as long 
|a too trifling to be attended to.*’ P. (i4fl. as you plea^Je, ibt^y may all turn opt no better 

This 1 utieily tleny ; and we hav^ only than moo^i- shine,. Barley may be ubundawt* . 

Ipt compare the two proaucts under a very poik cheap, peace with Hu'jsia, and hemp:*' 
few circumstances, in order to shew that a drug. , The distillery. Sir, Is worth a 

must be considered as separate and , hundred thousand such ifs, The measure is 
^t^inct. Ninety years ago five millions of . not to extend to iicland, and yet you tell u» 
people consumed more malt that paid excise wc may >end our barley in the shape of 

lliau nine jroillions do at present. Has the poik to the West Judies! i ! Ireland dis*^ 

consumption of wheat been arrested in this tilling malt, and England sugar, and which, 

manner ^ Poes wheat pay a duty oi 34s. 8d. think you, will send put pork or beef? 

per quarter ?- The import of wdieat is im- Such exceptions and exemptions are ^Lo^tilu 

mense, of barley scarcely any. Of all, to eveiy idea of a ^ real union. You leave 

white corn barley is the most peculiar in de- the, Irish barley growers safe, and lay 

tuanding a suitable soil. On new irnprovc^ your manaedes on those of England.— i* 

tnents, by breaking up waste lands, it is the You triumph greatly Upon the imaginary 

jast>grain sowm and in niany such cases npt contradiction in those, who having declared 

foWn at ail. To consider, therefoiei wheat the danger of scarcity, now are apprqhen** 
and barley without a due distinction between sive of a superabundance of com, and as 
thciU; would lead to nothing but nonsen.ie if they feared a glut,Jn the corn inarktst*. 
and confusion : and has led to such stufif as Our only apprehension of superabundance 
talking of the substitution of spring- wheat, was eventual scarcity. You capnot reduce 

► of oats, and of hemp : all, or either of the price of any one product so low^ thait 

which crops, may, and would do, to a cer- the farmer wiil npt be paid for producing 

|am degree, In some instances, but on the ft, without scarcity being the consequence ; 

trup barley aoil must be rejected in all. and yet such a reduction of price will mark 

A singlp contrast will shew the tnith of this what you may call a glut in the market. Xp 

pinion,: superabundance of barley, proper- this, therefore, we are guilty not .of 
tioned to demand, sinks the price : with a smallest conlracliclion, hut have been inflw* 
sinqiJnr abundance of wheat, import lessens, enced by principles admitted on 'a thonsaud 
.but price remains the san^. Is not this a other occasions to be sound and just. — You 
distinction sufficient to decide the question ? do not approve Mr. Wakefield’s most accu- 
The. low prices of wheat which we have rate idea, of the distillery being a public 
S!^ were caused by a great import ; thq^low magajsine of bailey, applicable to other 
prices pf barley, by legislative burthens, uses if wanted. The same idea has often 
. Ijence therefore, Mr. Cobbett, we have a been applied to the export of wheat with 
' lijg^ht. to claim your support ; for you say ; the bounty ; if having a surplus of any 
;^‘‘ ;Make. it out that it will be injurious to article of produce you do not get rid of it, 
the cultune of corn in general, and 1 am it re-gorges in the market, sinks ihe*price, 
^^jith^ you/* p^ 643^ We have made out and* discourages the cultivation ; but, a^' 
by "a gTOf variety of information before the with wheat fpr exportation and barley to 
qommittec;,. that the barley, growers would clisiillation, if either be wanted for breal |itv 
bb deeply iujjured, that the clover would home, you stop, w!«at, in such CiM wdiilS 
siSSFer,, and wheat disc, besides the be a misapplication, and the commaneb Bf- * 
ptoe general injury resulting in a ^thousand the grain at once proves the fact, that you 
.diSeren t ways, from any circumstance tend- have indeed a granary to resort to. I thihk; 
xfcK to* impoverish the cultivator of the soil, it was Hume, who represented manufac- 
rpprebce which has been made to sub- tiires^s a store-house of labour for the pob- 
crops, to feeding pigs, to jumbling lie; war formerly threw hands out of ern- 
r fllbiWitsof ogether id the inquiry, and ployment„ and tlien thpy were ready for the. 
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^ jre than baying coot in 
^rdeiT i;o throw it away* ' Did . our ancai^rA 
ivben, by the hr^t yViUtam and Muryl 

t robibited the'^pdrtof French brandw 
tablistied the English distillery (as 
eambld of the act declares, for tbe 
agenient of consumpiion ami iillage)\ 
Vf think any thing thrown away tnat 
encouraged tillage? Did they. not rather 
prove thecnselvc'* to he guided by {Principles 
extremely different from those ^hich in* 
^tigated the exertionfs of your pen in de*. 
ience of tli« Vfest indiari project ? — ^The 
questions aslted ' in the committee! and se- 
veral of your observations, unite in sup- 
^rtjng a notion that there would be no dif- 
ference between the measure now proposed 
of witl^4t‘^Wing u demand from the market, 
'and the proposal of the agriculturists to 
enclo^and cultivate wastelands : such new 
cultivation, it is asserted, would pour fresh 
corn intq the rharket, and that would h^ye 
the effect of sinking the price* n^nch as 
Stopping the ciisiillery. fiat, Sir, such a 
^iiioii is one of the convenient results of 
confounding the terms earn and barley » If 
such cultivation should, after supplying it- 
self, pour 30Cj,a0b quarters of barley, at 
a short per ioJi * into the market, your con- 
clusion would be perfectly just'; 'but it 
would not of necessiry follow, that any'sucli 
yesglts would be the case.— Wastes situated 
bn a soil peculiarly fitted for barley (like 
many on the sands of Norfolk and Suffolk) 
would after some years certainly prgdnce 
th^t grain ; h^tt the groat mass of our wa.ste3 
are not^adapted to it. Oats, rye, wheat, 
potatoes, turnips, and grass seeds, arc the 
main articles in su'cli cultivation. Potatoes 
and wheat to kssen, and, if possible, d.i 
away the enorrpotis import of foreign 
wheat ; and oats to diminish, or annihilate, 
a similar foreign supply. Let any candid 
man dtrfei'fnine, whether our demand for 
such cultivation, is any contradiction to a 
wish to preserve to our farmers the markets 
of the distillers for f heir barley.— You men- 
tion a commit tee being appointed op 'tke 
^Sitittery Jn December, 1806, adding,' that 
you never heard of any report made by thqt 
committee. Such a report was made and pi int- 
edk^^dod you will thank* roe for presenting 
you with an erctract from it — The'use.or 
•* fugar or molasses in the distilleries appears 
to be impossible, unless that of grain is 
pxclu^. To Ireland and Scotland it 
could not be extended, without a copi** 
plete .iievUiop of ^1 the laws enacted 




/Matiop of ^ints* 'By Wib ‘ 

? the use of sugar be penmlte 
lerics, even to the tc^l 
U8b,pfg«S)n, ixcegt 

'' Y«ttuc of about 3,000 annually, . pmV 

** vlded the distiller using sugar was enab}^ 
ti carry on his trade with the sgme ad< 
yntages he now possesses from usin|^ 
grain. Upon .spirits made from molassei^ 
the loss would be still greater, becaut^.' 
the duty on nioJas8e.s wash at 'present 
'' higher than that upon' the waiih fmof ‘ 
sugar ) and it would*^ be neceasaryi air 
appears from Mr. Jackson’s evidence, ihat 
** both should be reduced to an equal anc) 
lower rate. If the \yabh duty werpre^ 
duCed below its present rate, a bounty' 
would thereby be given on- the iise of 
sugar. It is not, however, in die con- 
leiuplation of the committee to recofpw 
mend, at the present moment, the exclh- 
sion of grain fron' the distilleries; and the 
use of sugar mixed with grain exposes the' ■ 
** revenue' to considerable and inadmis-^ . 
** siblc ri.sk. — For the purpose of inducing 
the distiller to use sugar at all, Jt should/ 
** appear that part, if not the whole of thd ; 
** ciistbrns duty on sugar, must be drawdf 
back.” — " The different rates of duty op ; - 
the articles used in the distilleries,. ahd ^ 
the different modes of collecting those i 
diitiesin the three parts pf the United ' 
Kingdom, constitute, in the present state, .n 
of things, a difficulty almost insuperable/* ’ 
—(Report, ordered to be priTit^Sl Febru- 
ary 17 th, J 8 O 7 .) — ** 1 presume' it % not 
intended to exiend the use of sugar iCk. 

** Ireland and to Scotland. I see almos^/ 
insuperable diliicukics to the use of sugafi’V 
the distilleries in Scotland, and froofi 
the little 1 kugj^of Ireland, I should / 
concewe it vci y * object iotj able there.’’ 
(Ibid. Examination of Wm. Jackson, 3Esq.) 

— Mcyr 1 be permitted to ask, if you, Mr^ 
Cohbett, are prepared to admit the people 
to be taxed above 06 ^ 1 00,000 per annunr, . 
In order that sugar may be fcubstituted fop , 
barley ? I add, to the unquestionable injury 
Of our farmers ? And I beg you, Sir’, to rtot® J 
the difficulties that stared the committee id- 
the face, and produced this report only 
yearagp.^ ;If in so short a period they atja/ 
made to disappear, I leave to the freehoMU/^ 
ers of Epghmd to judge, whether they hawir' 
ijotas much reason to expect that anptbet • 
year will extend the proposition to tbo brew-ft v . 
ery, as they could have had last year -to see > 
so soon revived for llie dlstiiiery, afrei*; titSfe> 
report of a committee, who Yotln(l'UP;iili^|^^ ^ 
bui difScuItipa in cUp execution of ' 
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kure.«-^I beg, Mr. Cobbett, that you would 
notoonceive lever meant to say one word 
against the legislatuie granting i el itf to the 
distresses of the West- Indies , I hue no 
doubt at all of the proi^net) of sulIi a mea- 
sure, and mean only to contend, tint the 
relief should corae fnom the mt/on at large, 
and not at the expense ot my paitiaalat 
class in It least of all, of the piocluccA of 
a grain, higher tixcd perh ip^ than anv otuer 
commodity, equ illy impoit int, on this globe, 
—Now, Sir, in answer to ill Ihavcs^id, I 
kno^xr It may be replied, th it the measuu 
a mero expenraLnt, and subject to rep al by 
an ordei of touiu il Ibis refers the nnttci 
to tlie judgment of the idininislrmon foi the 
time being, and nothing c^n be liner thm 
my asking w hefhei there has, for one mo- 
ment, existed III the last toity jears an id 
ministration, wlio, relative to corn of I’J 
Bolts, have hid any other object th m to keep 
the price as low as possible ? I he till igc of 
the kingdom leccivccl a <ilil blow in 177 ^ 
In the ten jeiis preceding that pciiod we 
exported 2 millions of qiurteis, in the ten 
years following we impoitod B inilltoiis of 
quarteis, fur 20 uars following 1771 the 
once was so low (the result ot importation) 
mat the plough was clistooraged Birlej, 
within a few yeais, was at 18s. and 20:» a 
quarter, moureastcin counties I beg to 
ask, what administiation then did for n& ^ 
And yet It was an act of then own, th it so 
rwiuced the puce. To tell Us, theiefoie, 
ibat this niensuie is in experiment, and that 
government inaj/ give relief, is to feed iia 
with a veiy thin diet indeed wliipts\Ma< b 
has cream and siign in it, ind witei is an 
wholesome bevenge, but the police nt com 
fii England is framed (to use i farming ex- 
pression), to starve a lirk ^\ hat h is been, 
may be, is saying too liltlg^ wlk t his bv en 
uniformly tor 40 years w iil be — Tlicie is 
one passage in yciir papt i with w hich 1 am 

f iarticularly pleased it is that wherein^vou 
ibenlly and cindrdly admit, that piity his 
bad no share in this discussion The rcmiik 
is^peifectly true, and it is much to }X)ur ho- 
nour to have unde it Give me leave, bn, 
to add, that 1 could not contemplate the 
transactions of the committee room without 
dehght. When and where did the sun cvet 
shine upon a country that exhibited such a 
Spectacle ^ Planters and merchants, agents 
and revenue officers^ landlords and their 
pbin tenants, nay even dabblers in political 
economy, all listened to with patience and 
candour, as ijt but one motive animated 
every bosom,— a wish to ascertain the iiuth 
Whet a spectacle ! and whence Iras it ansen, 
but' from the beneficent providence of a 


Deity that has poured ontofi bappyooira- 

try the unexhausted 

freedom Who that hve^ such a kihgdom 
^ut must draw in giatituTO to heaven with « 
^he veiy air he breathes * And thee * bold 
Hestiojer of the world’s^eppse, that stnVtst 
lo sweep from its baalEls the noblest m( mu^_ 
ment of felicity that human efforts iSveT" 
reaied, thy rf^tlcss encigies, dreadfoJ as 
they are, will stiH, iin tided bv ourKelves, be 
vain — Let Biltons be true to their God, then 
king then count ly, ind themselves, ind, 
th It unseen, but mighty Hind, wliuh has 
lendtiecl the envy of the woild, will, with 
inhnite wisdom, piotect what infinite good- ' 
nevs bcsto^wcd — I hivt the honour lobe, 
&.C — Aiv i HUR \ oUNG — BrafljLcld^haU, 
27 tkJpril, llrO^j 


COHN AGAINST SUO VR 

(Ml IViikefield ? fyth Letter ) 

Sir, It was not mj intention, irti my 

letter of the 1 ith of Much, to state the av^r 
1 igi'import of 1 ,447,000 quartern of corn to 
be only oj uhtg*, that import cons'^t** of va- 
rious species •of gram , and the clifiercnce 
between my amount, and that spoki n of m 
the leport of the committee, arises from my 
iccount being the import into Gnat Biitain, 
from which has been subtiaited the inipoit 
from Irclind , leav ing the balance of import 
into the United Kingdom is stated in the re- 
piit — It IS of little if anv *(( n sequence to 
our iiguments, as thtv do not depend upon 
the detiils of the impuit, but upon the sin- 
gle undisputed fact, that this coiintiy docs 
import 1 con’jidenble propoition of its food 
— Hiving corrected thiseiior, Iwdl pioccet} 
to noiKe (he obseivatidns yon have made lu 
the I ist Uegister , md ill doing so, 1 shal4 
ncaily follow the oulei you have adoptec|||^ 
And first. Sir, permit me to cite your ad- 
mission, that unless we can in some way or 
other add to the quantity of corn produced 
at home, we must m piopnrtion to the quan- 
tity of com nowimpoitcd cxpenence addi- 
tional distress, if a year of st iicity should 
i nlnppil^ airive ’ — Ihe truth of tlna pio- 
positiou IS indeed undeniable, and between 
us all argument would be nt an end were it 
not*for the ** someway or other and the 
jimission of one word m the next sentence, 
for J think the way in which this addition is 
obtained is very impoitant, and, instead of 
stating without qualification, that we ncimt 
add •to the quantily of corn produced at 
home, I should say, we must add to the sur* 
plus quantity, for if we grow no more than 
we cbnsume, what are we to do if a year 
of scarcity should unhappily ainve" > Sup- 
pose wo could dquble our present grov'tb of 
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provi8ion8/*w^ji wouM be greater security 
against dearth, iOiltbe teme time our neces 
^ary consmnpngn Jlso doubled ’ Owr neces- 
"•saiy consunipMon cannot lessen, bu^ al| 
theaexpense of comfirt, of national content, I 
of health, in one \\\d, it thee^ipcnse andf 
of diminishing the national prosper* 
rity^ I Ihii being the case we should endea- 
vour to ere ite or obtain some new bank to 
draVupon, and 1 cm discover only three sr- 

* ciifities against the chances of the seasons, 
the meins ot unpoit and export which may 
be stopped, or a lu\iirioub cons^piption as 

’*to import , the pressure of famine miy com- 
pel It, but wretched is the policy which leads 
IS country to depend np )n such a "resource , 
and ruinous is the necessity which ferapts us 
to make use of it Alaige cxpoit is of all 
resources the best, it is a ieso(ir(o alwiys 
available, 'and while not wantei enriches the 
countiy, and advances the cultn Uion (f the 
land. At picsent we hate not the po.^ei to 
ifftport, this forms our />/ ere;? /dan ^r, be- 
cause, li ** a } Lai of bc frcity should airive 
we cannot obtain foioign aid*,we must now 
at all events, hizirds, and consequences de- 
pend upon oui selves, upon our internal 
means Now, Sii, w hit a*e they ^ We have 
no evpoit to stop Wliat lesource then h ive 
we ^ I siy we have an available ind ceuiiu 
one in a higc luxurious consumpiion , 
you would waste thi» before the pc nod of 
necessity an ives, I would InisoaLd it until 
the last extrcniUy. lou ‘■i), the distille- 
ries, SfcC &c convuneit I su tht txisf- 
enceol the mail tt (u ite it , tike iw ly this 
niaiket as )0U n commend liom lh-» it ir of 
donsumjition whci piodiut i — ind, 1 siy, 
Ipoking 1 little tiirthci (oiv^ iid thin tin pu- 
sent hom, }ou pit vent tht prti hiction of the 
very resource v liirh we both igiee (he 
country will piohibly stun! in need of in i 
short time Ihis pin of the qncMion is nir 
rowed to this po m , dexs tlie oxisiencc of i 
market of demand, for a iv imcle wlntevn, 
act as the means ot creating or consuming 
It ? \yilh confidence I answer, it is the 
means, the only means of creating w hit you 
want — I agiec with you in )oui ui'^tant c of 
a little nation glowing a thousand csiii 
lers of corn annually, and t onlatoing a thou- 
sand inhabitants ’* And I am gratified in dis-* 
covering, that you it length acknowk'dge, 
that tor such a iiUion to raise half cit muck 
again as U consumiSy would be ** to bet the 

* seasons at defiance,” and to take a bond 
. of fate *’ It IS the very thing for which I 

am contending. It is the very policy«l re- 
commend you also confess the secui ity and 
which would follow, but you dyubt 
It is possibk to reduce the theory to prac- 


ticej ofthe excellence of the theory yoij arts 
as much convinced as 1 am, }ou doubt oi^Iy 
of us practicability, and ]rouF doubts are oi 
two sorts Fust That there would be le** 
hour required to produce the suiplus corn- 
Second I'ixit by such production the land 
wotjid be woin baie Ihe greatest eirOf 
intJvvhich politicians are apt to fall, is fhtit 
of considenng things positively, rather than 
teiitiveh It is conynon to say '' a latge 
pop ilition makes a intion powerful ’* It 
does no such thing It is a lafge dispose* 
able population tli it fills the ranks of an ar- 
my, and mans the ships of a fleet. If no one 
produced more of food, clothing, and other 
artitles thm his own necessities requited 
him to consume, wheie would be found 
that disposeable population whose labours 
augment the nitional wealth, and by which 
the slate is defended ^ But the truth is, the 
liboui of one in in engaged ib the cultivation 
of theeirth, IS enpibk of producing suffi- 
cient to siippoi t sc V eral pti sons How then 
shill those other pet^ons be employed, part 
(f them in muuifictuics and commcice, 
put in rh publu service, and part I shpnid 
wish to bcr en<];iged in nising i surplus of 
food over ind above oiu nutssary consump» 
tion But, Sii, wi en raised what are we to 
do with it^ It IS of loo pciishible a natuie 
to be stoud up, and we h ivt no export for 
It Could we store up giaiii as we do ma* 
nuficiuics, we should not need (as it affects 
existence) cither exports or a luxurious con* 
sumption, i» 1 security agiiiast i year of 
stiKi*-} 11 'icfoii, in‘'tcid of thitpaitof 
tlr populilion which IS not requiied to bd 
cmplojcd in the piohiciion of the necessary 
f lod ot the pc uplc, being lU devoted to ob* 
)cuts oi m 111 if ictnimg and commeicial pur* 
suit, id Con itional defence, I wish to se^ f| 
sm hi pprlion in producing a surplus 

of food, ind which surplus production (an 
c/w/y be obMinecl by ofT-rmg a market for it 
uhAi piodiiced Having -no export there 
does not exist any other market than an in^ 
tcrml luxurious cotisumption Yet, of 
the plantei is seeking to depiive the farmer; 
and the nilion is called upon to piefer gain 
to security 33ut to >oiir second objecuoii, 
tint by such production the land would bis 
worn biie, pctmit me, Sir, to appeal to the 
knowle*dge of old and experienced cd[{ivai»f 
tors for the affirmative of the following pona 
tion, that no land is so productive as 
which ism a constant com sc ofgoodhusl* 
bandry '' Rested lind that is to sjjr, 
neglected land, is not land enriched,’* fl&r 
IS It " ready for the plough.’* If by 
you do not mean neglected l4nd, then tAcSlf 
must be bestowed upuu it. But 
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pot l^a done chiefs a profit folbw, a*nd how 
can a profit follow unless the land is in a 
coarse ot chopping } Besidesj experience of 
oui present luxurious consumption is con- 
clusive proofs that this theory is practicable , 
tUid if It iSj you own it will emble us^' to 
eet the seasons at defiance * and “ to a 
hand of 'fate” Ihe gieat advantages vnd 
aeeuiit) to be derived from raising a surplus 
production in common }ears, will be >et 
iutthei shewn by cxaii'ining your observa- 
tion, tliat ** one yen of shoit crop never yet 
was grfaily distressing, in this kingdom 
It cinnot from the natuie of things be so, 
" and if ihert are I'-sted fn Ids alwiys ready 
foi the plougli.thciocan be only one year 
** of short Clop at a tiiiK * 1 his observa- 

tion m^y well be consideied in two wn3s 
Iirst, by admitting its truth for the purpose 
of lie argument, and then, bv shewing 
wheieiniis falhcy crnsi^ts Now, Sir, ad- 
mitting your observ itioii to be tiue, vvint is 
the consequence^ Wh), tint actordiiig lo 
your argument we aie lo bear the distress 
(such as It js) of ayeai of sen city in the 
first instance, and hope foi plenty in a snb- 
t^xpi-ptly more extended 'igricultuie But, 
actoi^u g to mine, the rel ef is it hand , \v e 
have not to W nt ad y at any time the dis 
tiJlenes may he piohibitcd the use of gmii, 
and thus instinta icons relief may be obtain- 
ed, Aiiticii^ite tins resource now, piohibit 
the Use of gnin in the rjes, ind so ei 
ther icduce production, *oi augment iiocts- 
aary consumption to the amount of grai i so 
used, ind the result i , the resource a hen 
wanted, n ill have been anficipat d, it w 1 1 
have been u asud, 'iiid m the moinent of ne 
cessiiy we lull s ek foi it 'n v nn and cuisc 
Ihe cupidity winch has m slesd us to exinu t 
Vbr the sake of pffil jcurce^wbich 

Jibould hue been In biiided for tlie snke of 
Aubwsteme BiUindcp ndeiit of this argu- 
ment, founded upon nn almissicn of* the 
truth of your obseiv itiun, I deny its tiutli, 
for one yt n of short c op ’ is not only dis- 
tressing, but airoinits dmo'>t to fimine fo x 
large portion of the community The bad 
barest of ly^Qpioduced a scircity in 1800 , 
m 1796, abd 17t)0 the pncooi wheat had 
Wei aged at 588 lOd the q»niter, but in 
-ibOO the price aveiaged at IHs yd the 
qiwiter, I am awaie that to tin whott com- 
jftuinitythe deficiency of the crop was not 
Yclt in any proportion to the advance of 
pnee, but amongst the lower classes it was 
m felt. Though the advance of price only 
d^fx'ived the middle and higlier orders of 
eomb comforts and more lutpunes, it deprived 
lowei of many meals j the lower classes 
their necessary consumption unprovided 


for in nearly the same prov^fton a) die dif« 
feience price, tlie /ext year another. 
/aori crop occurred, an/ the price advanced' 
to L]8s 3 d the quarter and then the dUn 
\re8s mounted higher, imt sq much from fbn 
increase of 4 s 8d the quarter, as from/iiia* 
pevious impoverishment of the lowest or 
the middle class J think, then, that it fol- 
lows from tnis refeience to fact, that dne 
yeai of short ci op does produce great dis- 
tress 1 have notj howevei done with this 
obseivation, fori haie another objection to 
make ] Kave already denied (and that front, 
knowledge gained \yy personal experience) 
that resfted fields are always, or indeed, 
ever leady for the plough , and 1 say more 
that out of the r^giTir course of ciopping no 
land ( an be properly slid to be “ ready for 
the plough ihe tiue quc'^tion between 
us IS, however, this Ought 01 ought not a 
nation lo grow annually nioie than its-neces- 
saiy consumption > Both you and myself 
think It ought so to do, and even the friends 
of a provision* inipoit, v^ill in the present 
state of things agiee that this ought to be 
done Now, how can this surplus pioduc- 
tion be oL ained ^ I co uend ihit it can only 
be obtained by finding a market for it when 
produced , and, unless an export, of to use 
other woiJs, a foicign maikct can be found, 
iheit cannot in the nnture of things be any 
othti demand offered to the grower than that 
of a laige internal luxurious consumption. 
Now we hive no oiher luxunous consump- 
tion tlnn the disMlIeiie^ and the breweries^ 
over which an instantaneous command can 
be htld IF >c ir aigument is good tor any 
thing. It IS good to the extent of proBibiling 
th3 use of malt in the Irewery of beer But 
the glaring impolicy, (gl 11 mg ui its extent — 
the pripciple i:, the s one whether distillery 
01 brewery) of tins application of the same 
principle to the bieweries, winch is pro- 
posed to be ipplied to the dis tileries, has de- 
Uned the planter fioiu st eking to oust the 
tirmei from this pair of ins mniket, and so 
"o deprive the couniry of tins pait of its re- 
sf me* nst the season of scpicity and dis- 
tresj l^et, inasmuch as beer is more ne- 
cessary, aud less a luxuiy than spirits, m the 
cime proportion it is right to husband tne 
rcsoime of the distillerj, that in the period 
of dearth the gi eater luxury may be sacrificed 
b^^bre the lesser one is made Co give ways t<^ 
tbe^ firessure of distress — Np part of thaf 
subject more pointedly shews the fallacy elf 
the p^yncipJe than tins, c 11 1> your principfis 
on — confine the farmer lo only use Ins barley 
for thix,food of hogs And need I ask, 4 
intvffcst Will not point out to him, 
cieate,^<jt to produce that which he cafihet 
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fitipptj' 0^01 eign g'-au) ia cut ofF by the ene* yonr veniarka are agaiuar all tiixa(iaa» 

my, I b/ve thtoughout my coi rtfhjtondence of reading to shew that the revnnu^ will fM 
^ith jLOu^ htntntoa and leprobuied the sbal«^ sufert And, indeed, yuoi « HampalMt^ 
low,* weak, and ruiloub policy, which has cofreNpondent” sbev^s an addition^ hns ' 
led die coniury to pidfei import to export , this lenpect, for he btys, ns much spuit maf 
' to dniourige the first rather than the l8!»t, to be obtained from l,4d€,0Q0 cwt ot sugar, Kn 
depend upon foreign a^d instv^ad of internal fionyC^ OCOquarterii of gum or tnait ^ and 
resource You, indeed, speak with canh* tbat/bis qjantity of sngai costs .i 2,000, OOdk 
detiLe of the silence ot the laired interest and pays sS^ 500 000 tu (he revenue. Now 
duruio; the list thiitv >enis, in which import the present puce of barley h onder ^Os tbq 
has taken pi ice an 1 incieised 6 it, surely, quaiter, which is only 250,00(7, ao that 
,Sir, you have forgotten the oppSli^on to the the whole of the duty upon sugar must be 
- act of f/Ql, and the county meetings the drawn back, to which muit also beaddtq 
count) petitions, atid the corn committee of the lois of the duly upon the malt consumed 
IdOf, and (hat pal liameiit was detained in in the distilleries — ^Bui, Sir, you ask me, 

Older to pi^s a law pur*! nut to the recom- " Wliat is the difference between an impoit 

njendatioii of that committee W is this no ** in the shape of sugar, and ftne iii rtie sfnpe 
ahim^ No opposition ^ SnitU this was nei- " ofcorii*^*' and thm si) , that ** if it wis 
thtr silence noi at juitsc rce No, Sir.eiery pio losed to import 50)000 of com 

one acquainteJ >\iih ihe principles whicn " fiom the colonies, it would norb'objecs^ 

genente and guide public prospeiity, foie- ** ed to ” Foi one I •‘hould certainly ob- 

saw the dingorous coisequences m this jet t, and th d, because I coosidei import 

change of our agiicultuiai policy. Many of pimisions to be bid p j 1 icy, injurious to 
years back, Colonfl Diroin Ijs roused by the fauiiei, and dangeious to the safety df 
tho piO‘>pect of the dmgeis to which the the country There is, however, an e^svn^ 

countiy was exposed by it, to undertake his tial difftriticc between an impoit of sugar 

admiiable Lssay on the Corn Laws And nnd one of coin. If the West Indies could^ 
abo\o thnty years since, Mi Young, to supply us with 300, (XX) qrs of coin, and 
whose well-eaincd md extended fame, my auch import ueie consumed in the dibtille* ** 
piaise cannot add, raised a warning voice rics, or any other surplus consumption, Mm 
against it, and ore long, sid and suifermg when the season of si ai city armed, it would 
experience \^dl piove the truth of then pie- be in available resource, for ue could stop 
dictions.— With regaid to niy remaiks rela- the distillery and eauhe corn ; but by'Ctop** 
live to the loss of the distillers, 1 must beg ping the dibtilleiies we cannot convert sugar 
you will iccollect, that 1 urged it under the into food. Besides, Sir, suffer me to advefl 
twofold view ot injustice to him, and loss to to ihe idea upon which you so much dwelt, 
tlUe revenue. Has he not been encounged that com used in the distilleries mustbecon^ 
to invest his capitsl in his phnt, in conse- sideied foi all the purposes of the present ar^ 
qneiice of the legislatuies having imposed du- gumenr, as corn *' thiown into the fea.** 
ties amounting to a prohibition of disiilling Iray i^bat 's this sugir to be> If Ahrtmioua 
from sugar and molasses^ The rncourage- consumgtion-c# ciJvii, is “ cum thrown 
ment on the faith of which the distiller act* away, ' is not a imilai consumption of sugar 
cd, was no ** secret, * it was never ** wins- thiown awiy , tl t, one thiown awas to efh* 
pered" amongst the trade, if was an open, courSge the Biilisli faimei and insure tlva 
avowed, pnbiio> and long standing agreement nation against the chances (jf the season , tha 
between the distiller and the government j other to proht the planter > So that, it there tft 
nod so 1 observe, that the sugai committee any absurdity** in my idea of ao consumijjj 
H:oniidhr it, for they recommend the distilling a portion of the t irmei 'a produce, theie is tha 
ftrooi su^r should be confined to tfae'*pfjs8ont same ab'»urdiry in your pleading toi a similar 
tooh distUIeriei $ that islo say, 'to tbosO wbo consumption of the plaiUera, with this differs 
en the faith of parliament have invested theirej ence however, that the utmost good to tiid 
pvQperty m a plant, adapted to the malt dts* piantei is to save him a mone) loss, that tha" 
tillery. Far then from the distiller whis- benefit to the country by my proposal is ex- 
penA^ his fears to lug partner," »t this de- tending agncultui aland national 'seiHTiUy^ 
'Ottujottve measure is pursued, be will have «i I purposely pu,t off the discussion df the 
'ftir etid well-grounded right to apply to par- licy of mdostires and improvement, Whicn 
jiatnent, to either make good to him tl^e loss have in maiw respects, though ndt in alL 
of his plant, or to follow the recoramenda- the same conftquences ; becau<^e, as 1 
af tha committee —As to the revenue, in my former letter, I considered 
St etiU veUim my former nprnion^ wfaicb^sn* dLer to be ihe effect of jroiperity« then dll 
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]»ogItive parent ’* In voiii\view of tb^ aob 
ject,*)ou only regard the increase of quantity 
operating upon price, now, you shouM like- 
wise consider, that the farmer s piofit is re- 
«gubted by two other circumslancts besides 
that of price, by his expenses, and by the 
quantity of hiS produce It, tb^'n, the ex- 
penses of«the cultivator do not inuerfe in 
the spme proportion as the qinntii) oftoro- 
doce, he will still derive benefit, allhOTgh 
the price should fall m proportion to the 
augment ition of that produce But, bn , ac- 
cording to rnyidei of inclosures and im- 
piovements, they will not operate as a secu- 
rity against the chances oi the seasons, unless 
the additional produce ot them beeithei ex 
ported, or Juxuiiously consumed in com- 
mon yens They are a great and extensive 
gain to a nation in other wi}s they are 
equivalent to an extension of tciiitory, and 
they increase the number of tlie people , 
and these iiiteinal colonies, if I may be al- 
lowed the expression, lequire no additional 
care or expense in their defence, while they 
open a new, profitable, and increasing mar- 
ket to the pioduce and manufactures of every 
part of the empire, for, if all the v aste lands 
weie cultivated and peopled, our cons imp- 
tlon of other things would be proportionably 
increased Ihus, Sir, it appears to me that 
an impoit of coin is an uncertain and ruin 
oils resouicc^ that in the piesent stue of 
tilings we cannot t\< n expect moment'^ry re- 
lief from It, and that in ordei to secure the 
nation against the rh incys of the season^, we 
ought to antiually pioduce more than out 
iiecessar} consumption , that to obtain this 
aurpliis produce a market must be found, 
and that such market can only be tound in 
either an expoit oi a luxurious consumption 
Give <0 tl e farmei an export, and I, for one, 
readil} coiWtnt to give the planter the m ir- 
ket ot luxurious consum(5Ron*, bt t, until the 
joyuu^ and pio>perous times of a corn expoit 
shall ainvp, our internal market of luxurious 
consumption should be secured to the Ailti- 
vator, and every exertion called forth m or- 
djf to increase and extend tliismirket, in 
atead of permitting it to be encroached upon 
by atiy deiicription of persons w'hatevcr — — 
1 am. Sir, &c — Edwarp Wakfueld — 
Duke Street^ JVkstmmsier, May b, 1808 

CORN AGAINST SUGAR 

Sir,— W l\!pn a genius and experience 
like \ours, adopts, with no inconsiderable 
pertinacity, any particular tenet, it becomes 
the noviciate td pause before he ventures an 
pppositioD To say, therefore, that the 
proposed measure of government for pio- 
pibiting the use of corp m ^istiUeries will 

r 1 


I be (oemicious, is not my intention i my wish 
at present is, that previous Co tb\ entering 
into any detail respecting the quantity ih 
I corn and sugar on hand, oi the relative lo8»^ 
^hich the suspension of the use of either in"' 
tany way will coninbuKe to the propridtor, 
|nhe principle upon winch sugar is to bo^ 
consumed, ind corn to be prohibited, or the 
converse, should be clear!) comprehended. 

I confess. Sir, tint If this hasalieady bfen 
done, 1 must apologise iur my dullness m 
not Invm'T discovered if , and )et that you 
should Inve ^mmeiged into the confusion of 
paiticuhir before )ou had established pnn- 
cipl*>s, is so dissonant to )our habits on all 
former oj.casions, that I can scaicely per- 
suade myself that you have departed from 
so wholesome a plan in discussing the pre- 
sent important topic Perhaps you will 
excuse me, Mr Cobbett, i* 1 venture to 
state my sentiments in regard to principles, 
in deference to which, all argument I should 
insist, mu t be founded In the first place. 
Sir, I presumed to bean established axiom, 
that all articU % of manufacture, oi merchant 
dire do, ot d hem selves, find a level in re- 
spect of tlcir value, and that any artificial 
interposition, whether legislative or other- 
wise, is generally, if notalwa}S, more in- 
jurious tl an beneficial The manufacturer 
of hardwire will not remain in the con- 
tinued occupatidn of hia trade, if he finds 
that the profits upon the article he Vends 
produce a baie subsistence, while those 
arising from farming support a luxurious 
table , and I conjecture that vvhenevei from 
acc dent that should be the case, the num- 
ber of manufacturers would diminish, whilst 
the farmers would experience a ^iropof- 
tiomte inciease, until their respective artw 
cles of merchandise should produce an equal 
advantage in the sale The consequence of 
this axiom is, I am disposed to believe, this . 
that all ni tides of merchandise, whether of 
corn or metals, will be sold at such a profit 
as ma) be considered fair and reasonable. 
That in average years of sale this must be 
so, there can be little doubt Now. these 
axioms arc so clear, that there requires Yio 
ghost to impart the discovery, and 1 should 
prdbably have passed over these pidinitnary 
data, but for the eRpiesdiotis which have 
^'escaped jour pen, and which have rather 
astonished me , I mean that passage of ybur 
address where you deride (he idea that may 
be entertained, lest corn shonld be sold too 
cheap Now if cheap " has any solt^ 
meaning attached to it, it must be a relative^ 
one, sand must of necessit) imply, (hat com 
either is at present, or has been heretofore^ 
8oIi^ at a piofit which ought nui tohavw 



mi . ' * \ \ - 

b«eif*mde;'tfaM*?a fact, the farmer's bai 1 MSHrcitji^HciwUen l$mis 

bbecra mons lucrative* trade tbau any other : | abuudante tp be preserved I VThe tnfiiMii^, 
that this^ ^owever, cannot be ^loin the data . bavebcbik dUcover^^the soperabtlkb^itii^ 
Jbhave i^bre laid down^ is qi:tte dear. and.| finds a market in the distilleri&><*-«vrtiajt id* 
'mre laddreiising in)ttelf to any one b it a^' the beneficial consequence resulting 
maff whose principles, ii dc-pendence, and this ?— Why the season of scarcity arrives > 
repeated integrity 'lave n.t iurin^vclaiiaed my ^ the use of the distilleries is suspended^ and 
admiration^ and lam p guided will always the Proportion of corn intended for that 
justify my esteem, T should be disposed to marlcet^ is turned into the current^ that with 
say A that he had made an altempt to prop a a w^i-ttmed supply^ will suppoU the hero 
weak and ta\rmg sy<>tem by mi uimiauly ap- and the less-valiant, the philosopher and the 
peal to the prejudices uf the weak and in- tyro , and the impending gloom is dispelled 
considerate many Fiom wh^l have al- bv the invigorating rays of a genial suo. 
.ready noticed, it must be of flhiessiiy de- When the reverse of the picture is consi- 
duced, that all radesm^n and manufjclurers dered, and we behold desponding and hope- 
will obtain for the commodities they vend less countenances ; when we sees' the purple 
a Jjftir profit, and t*>at this profit will nor be hue of youth piecipitated into the sombre 
greater with one class ihni another, but as mask of wrinkled age, the flushed glow of 
nearly as can be on an aveiagc, the same, humanity may be excused, it it betrays an/ 
To produce, however, this equality ot pro- considerable jealousy at any purposed poll- 
fit, it !<» apparent that no tradesman or ma- tical regulation, which may prematurely 
nulacturer will ever possess a greater quan* ■ occasion the reality of the misfortune, from 
tity of the merchandise ni which he deals, which we shrink with horror, even in a vU' 
than he finds to be vendible, because other- sionary contemplation. 1 find 1 have beets 
wise Ins profits would be*redqced by a stag- guilty of a digression ; but 1 will now rd-** 
Slant capital, from which no auuantage would sume Ithe subject, which is nearly concluded, 
be derived. Now it appears to me, that If it be necessary that this superfluity of 
the interests of society do not require that corn should c\ist, and if it cannot exist 
any merchuu should keep by liim any quau- without a market, which in years of plenif 
tity ot ini'll bandi^e beyond the ordinary will take it off the hands of the farmer^ 
demand, excepl with respect to the article where is that maiket to be found, if Uio 
of .corn; and here an exception arises use of distilleries should be sub| 3 ended « 
which IS clear, palpable, and rational to the Ihe piohibiiing the consumption of the still 
understanding. Almost all other articles of will, I admit, produce the consequence 
merchandise in respect of their pie- w hich you seem, &r, to approve, namely* 

Uitnde, upon human industiy ; but the sup- chrnpnmm the price; but >0 inteliigibU 
ply of corn depends in a great me jsute upon liiiguage, this word ** cheapness" 
the temperature of seasons; and it, pas'.eth be const lued, injuiy to the farmer ; -beca9S0 
fhe foresight and understanding of the most it the present piicc only yields a fair pjr^ 
skilfuU'to prevent the lav.igi* and de^.tiuc in relation to other vendible commoditiejl^^a 

tioii of an unpropitious summer. But rn less mice, or cheapness, must a 

almost all other species of meichandi^e, the tion belo w a fj ii iKofit,nnd the cbtvieqoCjQce 
scarcity may be either dispensed with, or will b^if-nipoiT ihe data before laid dtpviri^, 
accomidoddted by a succedaneuni ; but not that the farmer will exchange the super- 
00 with corn ; numaii existence depends abundant production cf corn for the growth 
upon the abundance of the supply of this or manufactuie of a commodity that Will 
esculent, and for any continuaiioii of time, 
nojflscovery of xnan can anticipate or pre- 
vent the calamities of an insufficiency. It 
is 'quite manifest and unquestionably there- 
’ fore, that there should be always on baud 
a considerable greater quantity of cori\than 
can be consumed by the ordinary deniao A • 
for food ; but by whom is this quantity to 
be raised ? By whom kept to alleviate, or 
rather precFbde the miseries of squalyd fa- 
ipiee ? Are we to look for it In the granaries 
<^our patriots ? Will the farmers hoard It ? | 

Does each individual, with a cautioos pru- I 
dpQce^ like the ant^ apcumulate it for a ! 


yield in its sale an increased profit. These/ 
are the principles. Sir, that 1 was anxigtts ' 
to have clearly' understood ; ^and if yots AM 
that they are founded in candout and tratl||^ 

1 am persuaded yon wdl a lopt them tit 
investigation of tb^ momentous question^^ 
whether it be wi’ie and prudent to probihk- 
the distillation from corn, and adopt tbvipsit 
of sugar ?-~I am, &( — ^W. 

Lincolns Inn, Monday, May 2, 1808. , ^ , 

• "• — ■ ■ * ’ "M I I mj, ! ? ^ 

* By superabundcinre I unifortnf/^tQeict 
the surplus after satis^ ing the demap^ 
food. " 





> wdorpedei&i * . 

Rm the sentiinents which are de- 

livered ^ ycHi ppee political subjects "have 
always great w^i^ht, and in general de^ 
aerredly sh with the public, 1 am anxious te 
rediove tlhe ill inipressions which the com- 
tnniMeatiooa on u-oodco(;ks and snipes, 
ti^hich was Inserted Uy you, has very lixely 

Notwithstanding yqu and Wie 

of ypiir correspondents have treated this mat- 
ter slightingly, f conceive Chat it is entitled 
tostfiOus consideration. I object to making 
Woodcocks and snipes game, tor all the rea- 
BDtts Which may be adduced against the 
lawsf but as their injustice is not 
called in question at present, it would be ir- 

tdevant to state those reasons. 1 think 

that it will not be denied, that animals of | 
every description, as well those which are 
denominated game as the others, were given 
to all mankind '5 and, therefore, to restrict in 
any nrianner WlMtever, when the common 
good does not require it, a person from do- 
ing with them what he chuses, is an unjust 
violation of his natural I'ghts : then, dies 
the public welfare require that a large ma- 
jority of mankind should be excluded from 
JlAUng woodcocks and snipes, by making 
those animals game i he only reason 
which has been urged by the advocates of the 
gdm^ laws in thVtr favour, w*hich appears to 
nieto deserve nmcli attention, does not ap- 
j3y .to woodcocks sniper. That rtason 
is^ that those animals, which are now in- 
'ctiided in the^ game laws, would Very soon 
TO'afl d^stroyed, if every person were p^er- 
.'tpifted to kill them at Ins pleasure. With- 
-df^ combating this argument, but which I 
'lllUik f could do ^ with success, it will be 
loir my purpose to state, that no 
^i^appf^l^fsions need eptertained on 
'adSSidt . of woodcocks and snipes^ tince a 
ybesli Atipply of them an ives every year, 
>ahif if they arc not destroyed, they will ^all ’i 

early in the spring. has been . i 

by you, that you do not know ithy j 
? riA which will be abridged^ by the making | 
and snipes game, as far as ^ 


mined; and the law, to gu^rd :a|taibit st^ 
5 - vexatious proceedings, wheixev^damagSfes 
re pyr trespass are awarded by a jerji^a lesb 
an^ount than 40s., mdkes the plaii^* pay 

0 > his own costs of suit, . i/nless notice 'ha** iHeen 
I- ^iVen to the defendant not fo cdrtie upon the 
1 , land Besides, consent is always viriuafiy 
y given in such cases, and I should not expect 
e to have an action brought against me merely 

for shooting’ woodcocks and snipes, sooner 

1 than for cutting a twig from a hedge, ol- 
j taking up a sj^oe which lay under my foot 
- in a path.tfii'^ut who would scruple to do 
e those acts, or think ri>at he acted wrong ia* 
C doing them, although, in strictness of law^ 

he committed a trespass ? When there is an 
: intention to do an injury upon the land, it 
f is a wrongful act; when there is no sue&' 

\ intention, it is not so. Birds of every de-. 
i scriptioii, which are not what the law terms 
[ reclaimed, that is, made tame, or secured 
from escaping, are the property of the pub- 
lic, and the public have, proj>eiIy speaking^ 
a rignt to loolf, for them'.npon the private 
l^nd 'of any findividual, if by so doing, 
they do hot commit any real injury on it, 
althot^h, in stnetness of law, a tre.spaSs may 
be committed. If a stranger left open a 
gate between a field of yours, in which there 
was a flock of sheep grafting, and a field of 
your neighbour’s, in which there was a crop 
of turnips intended for seed, in consequence 
‘whereof the sheep entered the turnip field, 
and were doing great you passed 

by and saw them in the act, slronld yoa 
scruple to go in and drive them out, although 
you in strictness of law, did commit a trespass 
by so doing ■? This shews that it notjpnly 
not always wrong, but that it ix meritorious^ 

in some cases to commit'trdspasses. ^You ' 

appear to think, that the owner of land has A 
right to go upon it in pursuit of game when 
there is a'tenaift in possession of it Without 
'trespassing ; but I apprehend that this is not 
, the case, unless a reservation is made of the 

right. You also state, that unqualified 

persons are already prevented from, shoo^og 
wobdeockvand snipes, with 1 he 'consent ot 
the per^pis in possession of the land, as 
com^etely as this dreaded Jaw eAh makb ‘ 

I ^ijem ; if this is so, the law must be passed 
merely from wantonness^ and on that ac- 
« count bught to be rejected ; fbr lawi 


ip aby amusement of the people-; 
whidi observation I infer that j^otir 
is, that the people have no right at 
«|frefent*so to amuse ih^u^^ Now, al- 
csinnor pe denied that to go upon 


rairaof bhpther, pierson, ^upon any pre-; |totiIy pksfed> are certainly tyrannical itsd 
tepee whatever,' without theleav^of the iimjlist«; k is shewing’ the rod unfiecessarsly, 
bWi^^. jBcontrary to law, and &ab|ect$ the Ifihltldonot think that this proposed 


dlmdmh ah a^ibn of trespass, yet it never 
Idpfiidted that the law should be en- 


will not fof^m an' additional obstacle to 
shooting, of wood^ks and snipes, by unr 


Mptih in soi^ cases as going upon the land ' I j qualified pdfbonSr ¥our reasoning u thiti 
the of killing woodcocks and toigo a shooting woodcocks and sbip^s 

where no aubatantud in^ry is com- ' * 


IwUhbuC a spAniel^ or dog ^of some abi^ U , 



no thinks of (jret I myself 
nave manj times (lone it) to be seen out 
/flflth de^nd guD> the law takes as proof of 
being, in puisOit of gsinej being in pursuit 
of|;ame, subjects the unqualified pursuer to 
the penalty ut five |>oand8^*' &c. &c. Vow, 
1 always understood, that whether the de- 
fendant was ill pursuit of game or not, was 
a faoV to be rollected, in all cases, by the 
-evidence produced ; for I do not know of 
any act uf parliament which presumes, that 
a person being out with a dog arft^jrun, with- 
but any other evidence being addi3!bd, is in 
pursuit of game, and subjects him to the 
penalty. Then, what jury, orwhal justice 
of the peace, would say that a person w^as 
in pursuit of game, who waft found sporting 
with a dog and gun in places where wood- 
cocks and sni,^>es, paiticul^rly the latter, are 
generally found, those places not being the 
resorts of game ? I also object to the con- 
templated act, because the people will be 
thereby deprived of the practical knowledge 
of the use of fire- amis. If, as it ought to 
be, the government of this country is tound- 
ed on the affections of the people, the mo- 
tives for the use of fire-arms by them should 
be as numerous as possible j then every 
peasant would be a soldier trained to aims, 
prepared to defend hjs country in the hour 
of necessity. But, it has been the policy 
of this country, an odious polic)% which 
had its foundation in tyranny (and to which 
Blackstone thfnKlrfRS ^ame laws owe their 
origin and chief suppoit), to prevent the 


tlAV a, 


ftirLx«tVAir, ootzMou op trI 
Bvkfz.^D(tfed diyo/ H^aihmgion^ 

16, 1 S 08 . 

(Concluded from page 73 ^ > 

I trust. Sir, any one who knows md| 
will charge it to vantty when 1 say, that | 
have ^ome knowledge of public men and (rf 
public affairs : and oki that knowledge, and^ 
with solemnity, 1 declare to you, that I luiva 
no confidence in the wisdom or correctncftft 
of our public nleasures: that our conntry 
is in imminent danger : that it is essential 
to the public safety that the bHnd confidence* 
in our luiers should cease: that* the state 
legislatures should know the facts and rea- 
sons on which important gentral laws are 
founded*, and especially that those state! 
whose farms are on the ocean, and whose 
harvests are gathered in every sea, should 
immediately and seriously consider how taf 
prei>ei\e them. In all the branches of 
vernment, commetciai information is W4nt<« 
ing, and in “this desert,*' called a ci^ 
that want cannot be supplied. Nothing but 
the sen<e of the commercial states, cleali]^ 
and emphatically expressed, will save theni 
fiom min. — Are our thousands of ships and^ 
vessels to rot in our harbours ? Are oiif 
00,000 seamen and fishermen to he deprived 
of employment, and, with their families^ 
reduced to want aitd beggary? Are oiif 
liund'eds of thousands of farmers to^bR 
compelled to suffer tfieir millions in surplus 
ptoduce to piMish on their hands; thatthR 


people from being acquainted witli the use ^picsidcnt may make an experiment oti oof 


^fire-arms. I hope that this measure has 
-rot that* object in view. For these leasons 
I.' think, that the proposed act to include 
woodcocks and 6nipe» in the game laws, if 
passed, wiJI unnecessarily deprive the peo- 
ple of one of their most manly, healthful, 
and rational amusements, and unnecessni ily 
take away one oY their few remaining na- 
tural rights. But I hope that the mrnisters 
of this country have profited better by the 
daaifdfal example w'hich has been afforded 
them, by those tyrannical governments of 
EuropCi who have brought destructiotf ajjon 
themselves by their uojubt violation of the 

rights of the people. R. R.— -30/Ai 

jipTi/, 1 & 09 - 

A LETTER FROM THR UON. TIMOTflT PICK* 

> MIRO, A SENATOR OF TETe UNfrim 
STATES FROM THE STATE Oft MASSACHU- 
^BBTS, ANO SECRETARY OF STATE U^^DER 
*0ER. WASHINGTON, SXMIBITING TO K1S 
COK5T1TUEKTS A VIEW OF THE IMMI- 
"HUHt fiAUOBR OF AN UNNECESSAIfir fND 
dtUlRbUS WAR WITH OREAt BRITAIN : 


patience and fortitude, and on the towerinff 
pride, the boundless ambition and unyteJd« 
ing perMwerance of the conqueror of EtlP* 

I ope ? Sir, 1 have reason to believe tbsif 
the p*esid[gjg^i,uinU>>rnplates the cootinnantpi!' 
ot the embargo, until the French Emperef 
repeals his decrees violating' as wef( 
treaty with the U States, as eileiy neutrA 
light and until Britain thereupon recaftr 
her retaliating oidei s. By that time wemi^ 
have neither bhips iior seamen; and tbktW 
precisely the point to which some men 
to reduce us. To see the in}provid(»ice*(Efi 
this proj' ct (to call it by no Inusher 
and without adveiling to ulterior view%) lot: 
US look back to former years.— 
standingthe well* ounded complainU of sdbljl 
individuals, and the murmurs ofotlierft|^* 
notwithstanding the fiequeut executive den 
clarations of mai itime aggresstAiiftCO(mi8i^|4i , 
by G iii itain ; notwithblandlng the ovtrifrim 
ous decrees of France and Spain, $int ^ 
wanton spoliations piactibed anfi 
their ciuizers and tiibunaJv, of which m 
' sometimes bear a faint whisper cotm^ 
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titrct of the U. Slates h^liAlierto prosper- 
ed beyond all enacnple« Oar citizens have 
accumulated wealth s and the publ/c reve- 
uue, aunually inereasing, has been the pre- 
sident’s annual boast.*— Thu>e fjcts demon- 
atrate, that although G. Britain, with her 
thousand ships of war, could Inve destroyed 
our commerce, she has rcall) done it no es- 
sential injury ; and that the other belligerents 
heretofore restrained by some regard to na* 
tional law, and limited by the small number 
of their cniizers, have not indicted upon it 
any deep wound. Yet in this full tide of 
success, our commerce is suddenly arrested : 
‘an alarm of war is raised : feaiful apprehen- 
sions are excited : the merchants, in particu- 
lar, thrown into a state of consternation, are 
advised, by a voluntaiy ernbaigo, to keep 
their vessels at home And whit is the 
cause of this mighty but mischievous alarm ^ 
We know it in its whole extent. It was 
the unauthoiizcd attack of a Biitish naval 
officer on the American fiigate Chesapeake, 
to search for and take some desei ters known to 
have been received on board, who had been 
oflen demanded, and as often letused to be 
deliveied up. As was expected by all con- 
siderate men, gpd by the president himself 
•‘(as I have before observed) the British go- 
vernment, on the first information of the 
unfortunate event (and without waiting for 
an application) disavowed the act of its of- 
ficer-disclaimed the principle of searching 
national armed vessels— and declared its 
readiness to make suitable reparation, as 
soon as the state of the case should be fully 
known. — Under such circumstances, who 
ean justify this alarm of war ? An alarm 
which greatly disquieted the public mind, 
and occasioned an interruption of commerce 
extrenoely injurious to our merchants and 
6ea-&ring citizens — 1 this long 

letter by stating all the existing pretences 
(for there are no causes for a war with G. 
Britain). — 1. The British ships of w^ar, agree- 
ably to a right claimed and exercised for ages 
right claimed and exercised during the 
Mffiole of the administration of Washington, 
of and of Jefierson ; continue to 

take SQiUe of the British seamen found on 
hoard our merchant vessels, and with them 
a small number of ours, fiom the impossi- 
bflity of always distinguishing Englishmen 
froth citizens of the U. States. On this 

K t oor government well know that G. 

lin is perfectly willing to adopt any ar- 
n^gement that can be devised, which will 
aatsare to hef s^vice the seamen who are her 
sul^ects, and at the same time exempt 
outgsfrom impressment.-— 2. The merchant 
l^etsels of France, Spain, and Holland, be- 


ing driven from the oce^, or* destroyed, 
the commerce of tbostveountrisA with one 
another, and witii their colon ies^^opld QO 
longer bo carried on by themselveS!*' Hei*0 
the vessels of neutral nations came in to their 
aid, apd earned on nearly the whole com- 
merce of those nations. With their seamen 
thus liberated from the merchant service, 
those nations, in the present and preceding 
wars, were enabled to man their shijfs of 
war ; and their neutral vessels and seamen 
supplying their places, became in fact, 
though nojtdff name, auxiliaries id war. The^ 
commerw of those nations, without ona 
armed ship on the sea appropriated for us 
piotection, was intended thus to be secured 
under neutral while the merchant ves- 
sels of G Britarn, with its numerous armed 
ships to guard them, were exposed to occa- 
sional captures. Such a course of things 
G. Britain has resisted, not in the piesent 
only, but in former Wars ; at least as far 
back as that of 1^56, And she has claimed 
and maintained alright to impose on this 
commerce scftne limits* and restraints, be- 
cause it was a commerce winch wms denied 
by those nations to neuiials in lime of peace ; 
because it was acommeiceot imnuiise value 
to the subjects of her enemies ; and because 
it filled tbeir treasuries with money, to en- 
able them to carry on their wars with G. 
Britain.— 3. The third, and only lemaining 
pretence for war with G Britain, is the un- 
toi lunate affair of the Chesapeake j vv hicli 
having been al ready *8taSeS*Snff explained, I 
will only remark here, that it is not to be 
believed that the British government, after 
being defeated, as bcfoie mentioned, in »4s 
endeavours to make reparation in" London 
for the wrong done by its servant, would 
have sent hither a special envoy to give ho- 
nourable satisfaction, but from its sincere 
desire to close this wound, jf our own go- 
vernment would suffer it to be healed. — Per- 
mit me now to ask, Whatman, impartially* 
viewing the subject, will have the bolduesf 
to say that there exists any cause for plung- 
ing the U- States into a war willi G. 

Who ihat respects his reputatton as a man* 
of ^ortimon discernment, will sav it ? Who* 
that regards the interests and welfare;, of his ^ 
^country will say it ? Who then can justify,^ 
who can find an excuse for a course of con- 
duct which has brought our country into its 
present state of alarm, embarrassment, and 
distress? For myself. Sir, I must declare 
the opinion, that no free country was ever 
before so causelessly, and so blindly, thrown 
from the height of prosperity, and plunged 
into a state of dreadful anxiety anti snfier- 
iugf But from this degraded and wretched 
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It U Dot ^ toa l&te to t^ca^e Let 
the^ dispatch^ irotn oar minister in Fiance 
be no longer concealed. Let the president 
j|pfforiu.4ne duty required of him by the 
Constitution, b> giving to Congress, full in- 
formarion ot the state of the union in re- 
spect to foreign nations. Above alf, let 
him untold our actual situation with France. 
Let him tell us uhat aie the demands and 
pioposals of her luler Had these been 
honour ible to theU States, viould not the 
president ha\ e been eagei to disclose them ^ 
That they are of an eniiitly ditl^ “4U nature, 
that they aie dishonourable, that ^Hiey aie 
rutnoub to our commercial intciests, and 
dangerous to oni libeity and indepiyidcnce, 
we are left 10 infei — I hope, Sir, that the 
nature and magnitude of the subject \\ill 
fuinish a suiiicient apology foi the length 
and style of this lettei Perhaps some may 
deem it pi esumptuous thus to quc'^iion the 
coriectness ot the proctc dings of 0111 go\cin- 
ment A strong sense ot dufv, and dis 
tressing nppiehcnsionscf ngitionil rum, hive 
forced the ta*»k upoii.me lo some, the sen- 
timents which, in the sincerity df my heart, 

I have expressed, miy give offence, for 


MAY 14, ^ 

:eto^0e Let I cannot be liifot. > 

of personal conaequencea, I have nn^wia^ 

to communicate these details, with tho via# 

I to dissipate dangerous illusions, to ^ve t<i 
ray constituents correct information, lo on* 
cite inquiry, and to rouse that vigil^t jen« 
^lonsy which is charactei istic of lepobhoani, 
and essential to the preservation of theur 
-rights, their liberties, and their indepeo<<‘ 
deme — I have the honour to bo, very re- 
spectfully, Sir, your obedient servant, 
llMOlllY PiCKFRING 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
(Condudedfrom p. 0^2 J 

Lockl Miliiiv distract of Lord 

CaULtJtagk's Local Militia Bill. 

The ()ih, that persons shall not be etoomt 
h) having found substitutes br paid fines itt 
the milithi 

Ihe lOlh, preset ibes the form of oath to 
be tnken 

Ihe lull, imposes penalty on persons not 
appealing aftci being so billotud, the fine 
to be pioportioiied to the amount of the 
come, the piyment of such fine to exempt 
such person fiom being ballotted for 


often nothing odends so m ich as tiuth 
Yet 1 do not desiic to oft end any man But 
when I see the dangerous extent ot execu- 
tive influence, when 1 sec the gicat council 
of the n ition called on to en ict liws deeply 
affecting the inteie-its ot illchsscs ot citi- 
zens, without adequate intomation of the 
reasons of liut -m*‘, v*h(n 1 the 


deceptive glosses with ^ Inch the n iscbiefs 
of the embargo iie attempted to Le palliated, 
and postciior events adduced as tca'.uns to 
^^stify lh< me mire , wlicn J know that the 
ri)ks of continuing their commercial pur- 
suits against all known duigcis can and will 
be more accuiately calculated bj our mer- 


chantsihan by oui goveniraent, when, if any 
“^new dangers to commerce were impending. 


of which our merchants weie uninformed, 


but of which the government obtained the 


knowledge through Its minister at Pans, or 
elsjgy here, it w is plainly the duly ot the 
‘executive to make those dangcr'i known to 
Congress and the nation ; and since if so 
made known, the merchants and sea-faring 


citizens would for then own inteiests and 


safety, have taken due precautions to guard 
against th^m , and as it hence appears cer- 
tain that an embargo was not necessary to 
.the safety of our seamen, our vessels, or 
our merchandize when. Sir, I see and 
^ consider these things, and their evil tenden- 
'cy J in a word, when I observe a coni sc of 
proceeding which to me appears calculated 
to mislead tlie public mmd to public niizi^ I 


years 

Ihe J2ih, emcls^ th It T person claimingf^ 
e\emption upon piyuu nt ot the smaller fine,' 
shall sign a declaration ot the amount of liia 
nicome. 

Ihe 13th, on engaging to serve without 
pay in volunteer coi ps, part of Uie fine to 
be remitted • ^ 

The 1 4th, inflicts a penalty on such per<^ 
sons on being letuined non elective 
Ihe LOlh, peibons refusing to swear that 
they have not lUdUicd against fine, to forfeit 
the amount 

Ihe lOth, Quakers not to be enrolled, 
but to pay^nUin hnqs accoiding to the pro- 
perty of such persons 

Ihe 17th, enaetb, that where the pe-soDs 
volui^tanl) eni oiling themselves shall amount 
to the numbei to be ent oiled by ballot under 
any apportionment in any such parish, then 
no billot shall take place in such parish. ^ 
Ihe 18ih, gives a bounty to peisona ea* 
rolling themselves voluntarily. 

The 19th, enacts, volunieer corps may 
transfei themselves into local militta. 

The 20th, volunteers to &w car that they 
have no othei bounty. { 

Ihe 2i&t, allowances for necessarief. 

The 2id, persons serving to be enfitled tO 
such exemptions as thevoKuiteers iiovr li«te« 
lhe2Jd, persons insuring tor proyidlQi; 
substitutes, or volunteers, subject lo pe^lQr* 
Ihe 24th, prescubes the mode of ceictr^ 
ing the corps. 



Tbe2$tb> rdftt^ tdjth# traimdg and eaer- ' consecjqence thereof att ti|d^^<j[ parig^ttw^ 
* eislog for a ^rwto ndknber of days. " to Swedish ports is prrailm^d di^er service, 

enacts^ that in case of invasion, penalties) and that forfher, ^alt Prussian 

the eorpj^may be embodied and raaielied to harbours are shut up against all Swe^i^ sbips^ 
anypatt of Great Bntaiu -^This proceeding has not by any'rneant^, 

The 2?th, w'hifc training or embodied, to been occasioned on our part j ih^saidgtfsern- 
be Wder the mutiny act and articles of war me-’t|^ reduced by french tyranny, afFordsa 

‘71]ie2Stb, entitles lo the same privileges ] fresh pioof 6f the oppression to which all 
and allowances as other militia foiccs. states must submit, that entertain any con^ 

The 29th, provides that men miy pnlist ncctioii with the French govern meet. , An 

intp (bo army, navy, or marines, except du- unfortunate lassitude, yhtch prevented 
ring periods of exercise. Vacancies by en- Prussia fiom resisting in due lime, has’ 
listing to be supplied. brought her to the distressed situation in 

The ,^Oth, levies lines for men deficient. which s^w^s now placed — groanmg under 
Ihe 31st, provides that two thirds of the the domination of Fiance, which still oc- 

fines shall be returned when the men .ite cnpie^ a considerable pait of the remains of 

« A^urid. that monarchy with a numerous army, not* 

ITic remsiinder of the clauses, nine in withstanding (ho f'oiiclusion of peace.— We 

ifCttober, relate to the assessments io\ men commend you all apd severaily to the 

^lipient, the providing for payment of botin- mcuiful protection of Almighty God — 

ti^s, the ccl ecting of lines, 3:c. Gustavus Adolphus 


•^Proclamation of General Aim^ 
feldt, on entering Norway. 

Inhabitants of Norway. — Ihe Danish 
government has declared war against Sweden, 
Withont any cause or provocation on her 
part) it has crowned the calamities that 
gfflU^ed the North, and spontaneously sub- 
mitted to a foreign joke Tlie Swedish 
# troops, therefoie, enter your country accord- 
ing to the laws of war, in orefer to prevent 
hostilities from being committed in then own 
country. Bgt the laws of war are carried 
mtoexeention only by soldiers; the pe.>ceful 
Inhabitants ^f the towns and country, if 
they excite no distiii bances, shall e uoy 
tranquillity and protection — ^The Swedish 
soldiers, celebiatpd for order and discipline, 
respect the personal safety and projiertyof 
ihe unarmed ; and should Providence bless 
bis m^gcsty's arms, ihe army under my com- 
mand, so far fiom proving your 

different trades, shall open your poits to 
f;ommerce and importation : quicken your 
industiy ; and secure in the North an a'^yMira 
for loyaky and honour.— Augustus Mau- 
XtigB Armfeldi. 

SyVBJ^Eir.— Tlfre King of Sweden's Prorla- 
motion on the Rupture tf the Intercourse 
'^tk Prussia. DatetJ Stockholm Castle, 
April 5 th, 1808. 

Wc, Gustavus Adolphus, by the grace of 
G0(l^ King of bweden, of the Goths and 
Vandals,. &c. unto all our true and loyal 
iubjects, greeting We herewith graciously 
make known to yoh, that his majesty, the 
King of Prusya, has declared to us that all 
klijtt riP intercourse between hjs dominions 
Rodi Sweden is suspended; and that in 


Spain.— from the Madrid Gnxette Eztraor^ 
dinar y. Cl/ der ^ of Aft I 2 . — Ft snch 

Soldiers— 'I he general business of Swe- 
den has letaided i >r borne diys the ariival 
of the Empeior, but the combined aimies 
of France and Russia aie alieady on their 
march towards Stockholm, where they will 
unite, and the Emperor will Jose no time in 
putting himswdf mt the head of his sirmics in 
Spam ; it is necessary then, that yon should 
put } ourselves in a stat e to appeal before 
his Majesty, and to meriTllirapprobation. 
General Reboi.ssieie will order cartridge^ ^ 
iinmediitely for the infantry to fire withU 
Ihe Gfand Duke hopes to inform his Ma« 
jcsiy of the good conduct of his tioops, an^ 
also hopes to have to piaise them in all le* 
spects- Soldiers, I see with pleasure the 
good order an4 discipline that is among you, 
and above all,the harmony that existsbetweeit i 
the French and Spanish armies ; I am filled 
with satisfaction. The Spanish nation is 
deserving of all the best wishes and good 
will of the French army, as on their rart, 
they do not cease to give us fu oof oftITW 
love and afiTection. This morning, a soldier 
wh(\halti been condemned to ponishmeut; 
wav about to be delivered over to the handt$ 
ef justice ) but the inhabitants of Madrid 
have interceded for his pardon, which haA 
been granted ; but this must be the last jn*^ 
stance. Soldiers, redouble your friendship 
with fhe inhabitants, and cement more and ' 
more the friendship that ought to unite us. 

J^QUiN, generalin chief of the staff. 

Aug. Belliard.—— ATadrid, April 2 , 
1808. ' ^ 



Cdtxeih Extraordinary.-^ 

* PrQ4:*ariation for the better Discipline of 
the French Troops-^-^ordered ly the Grand 

• Puhe of Berg to bo printed for puhlic% 
fiolite. Da(ed Madrid, March 27, 1808 

Soldiers — Yon ai^ not about to enter 
thecnpitAiof a fiiendly power; I recoro-4 
mend to )ou the best disc^phne, the best 
order^ and the best friendship with its m- 
habnanta. It is a nation to whiph we ate 
allied, and winch ouqht to hud in the 
French Aimy a true fiiead. And lecollect 
the good tieaiment }ou ha\% already ex- 
perienced in the piovmces through which 
we have tiaser^tJ — Soldieis— I hop^ this 
recommendation will be sufficient, and for 
which r am guaranteed by the gooq conduct 
which you have already observed ; but if I 
find any individual forgetting that he is 
aFienchman, he shall be punished; and 
any excess shall be severely punished in con- 
sequeiue of that winch I shall older — That 
anytfficer committing any crime, or ne- 
glecting his duty, sh ill be deprived of his 
commission and be dehveied pver to a mi- 
litaiy comm ^sion, /oi justice All soldiers 
found guilty of robDing, concealing, 01 of 
tioiatton, shall be shot —Any stijeant or 
soldier, convicted of abusing 01 ill-treating 
the inhabitants, shall be delivered over to 
the rigor of the laws ; if of ipurdei to be 
shot, — Any seije int or soldier found drunk 
in the streets, sh'^ll be condemned to eight 
davs* copfincment in the slocks, 'snd the 
Serjeant be ^nt into tie lanks — All ser- 
jeant;i 01 soldieis found in the stieets nftei 
thel^alingof the retreat — two days impri- 
sonment —Generals, chiefs of regiments, 1 
i>)d compiandeis of the Fiench Aimj in 
* Madrid — each of you will see, as far as it 
concerns }ou, that these oidc’s are punc- 
tually executed, and thdl they be read at the 
head of every companj — JoAauiiii, 
4 ieutGnnn!-genoral i ommander of the Van- 
guaid of the French army, of the tioops 
cantoned at Madiid. 

(Countersigned) £m Grouchy. 

Trade — Circuhr Letter from (he 
Portuguese AmLasiador to Officers , com 
mandwM Portuguese or British VesselP^f 
}/far of Cape Frio,or to the Commanders of 
the Fortresses of f^age and Santa CrUz * 

^ and Conditions for the Admission into t/ie 
Brdxils of such Cotton Goods q/ British 
Manufacture as were not heretofore Mi- 
pofted^^jito Poring iL 

to communicate to the bearer of 
Ibis letter,— captain of the ship — the carders 
which you may have received fronf fais Royah 
^Highness the PriAce Regent^ foi the adnys- 


(oqtt ports 0^ Of 

freij^tod with the l|^ 

license.— In the evept no anfm wlM 
being at Cape Frio, I regoest the 
dera of the fottjfesses of Lage and $t 
ask for tiie same 10) al ciders through 
secretary of spate's office of the proper 
partment, and communicate them to the 
beater. 

Conditions . — 1st . —1 hat all merchanti 
wisning to export cotton goods of Britirii 
manufacture to the Ruizih Without waiting 
foi the legulstions of his Rojal Highness, 
whether in Poituguese or finusli ^bips, 
should be obliged to take a licence frpm thf 
Privy Council to prpceed to Cape Frio;^ and 
there to wut his Roj al Highness*]^ further 
mstiuctionb, as to then port pf d'&chaiga, 
to v.hich alone they must give bond to go.— 
2 d^} — Ihar every master and every shipper 
will give a bond equal to the value of tbe 
caigo, at this Custom House, for the due 
dchvety at the Custom House of the 
port of dibclurge oulered by his Royal' 
Highness — Jdly — ^l"hat e>eiy master and 
shipper will bind themselves to pay at (hd 
Custom-House of such port of dibcbarg»a 
the same duties that weie paid in Portugal 
upon woollen, or in lieu thereof, sucb aa 
may have been already ebtiblished by his 
Rojal-Highness the Pnnee Regent Upon 
cotton goods of British manufacture —Stilly. 
— Accoiding to your offer, aud to ascertain 
that no India goods are exported thither^ 
the manliest of said eargo sworn and anttieo* 
ticated as us ml at the Custom *House, wlB 
be signed by the agent and consul general» 
Mr John Clmrks Lncena, aud by 
5 rhl> — On ihe^e conditions, which coolant 
all that fair tiade can wi&h for at present, I 
will most willingly piovide fivejy captain 
with A licence to proceed under the abovp 
artangearrdc*, 'and in case no oiden aii^ 
found at Cape Frio, to proceed as direct- 
ed on the cQver of my licence — -P. S I 
need not say, that upon your appheatiod^ 
with the licence of the Privy Council, ficq* 
i^c. See the manife'^t will be signed by mfti 
and mjp licence delivered immedialeljr, witb^ 
out the least expence to any of the ooQ<s|K|ni* 
cd. 

Sicily — /Votr the London GaMio, 
April 12 

Tbe Gazette contains two dispatches firoa| 
Major-General Sherbrooke, opminaudNug 
his Majesty's troops in Sicily. Thp 
dated the 8 ih Feb states the 
Reggio to the Fiench on the 3 d, add » 
four Sicilian gun-boats had" fallen 
enemy's possession , apd alsp cop^(l;t» 
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loss of the Delight doop of war) v^hich heavy ordnance from Sepslnara,. while ^ 
in etKleaveoriiig lo recover the gnn boats laboiired to lender the approach to Scylla 
got on shore on the Calabrian coast, on the difficult, and hairassed the French by con* 
iOth Jtm. and it Mng foand impossible to %tant attacks on hi:> ont-posts with parties of 

g thor off she wap burnt. On this occasion the masse, and occasionally with boats^ In 
ipt. Handheld, wiffi sevenl ot his ship's some of these p'luial actions the enmy snf- 
company, was killed, and Capi. Seccoinbe, •fered V\ciel> ; particularly in night 
of the Glatlon, who was on board the attack at Birina, where the voltigcurs of 
Delight, was dangeiotisly wounded, and the 23 J Lighi liiti’Ury were cut to pieces.— • 
died on the 3d Feb — The second disjSatch Owing to these cht cks, the French Were 
is dated the 2Jd Feb. and incloses the retarded until the Otli of Feb. when they 
fdiowing report fiom lieut-Col. Robert- descended tlie heidits in force, and came 
eon, the cominaiidani of Scylla Castle, within a dist flit iaM:i,e of our guns j and 
eteting tne e\acuition of that place — from this di) tlx > honoured out nt tie castle 
Generals, adds his highest appiobation of with all th( uet iiled piccautions of a regular 
the conduct of that officer and the officers siege, ( o\enng bis appioaches andcom* 
end men SCI V mg undei him in the tastle, nuu n'lons The skirmi-.hes between the 
and of the naval officeis and seamLXi em- and tin masoc b ‘c mie \ery seiious: 

ployed to bn ng away the gamson ihe 1 »ttor dispJ'j\«d gitai ^ ulantry ; and en- 

" Messina, FlI 18,1808' joy mg th(? slit port 1 1 the c is le'b guns, obli- 

^ Sir.— .-I n obedience to your nrJeis, I gedti^' French to puuhise their adtance 
have the honour to r port the pjnticnhrs with lua'y lo‘S ; but on the gth, were 
of what occuned since the lust appearmoc ol bged to jicid to the »iumbers cl the ene- 
of the enemy bcfoie Scjdla — After btirig my, who i^^s il^^d the town on all sides: 
invested by Gen. Hefner’s aimy dating uu ge is, hotvever, royeied their retreat; 
seven weeks, and batleied for sinl da) a and i had 'the satisfaction of sending off 
by fouiteen pitces of heavy ordnance, ^ilic'ic brave peasants to Messina without leav- 
ihe little cistlc of Scylla has fallen mg a man in the enemy's bands -—The 
«nto his hands • But I have the heaitfelt sa- ton e which Genoial Regnier had brought to 
tisfaction to add, that not one of the gallant besiege Scylla consisted of a body of ca- 
gamson placed under cny 01 ders has become \aby, the 2.5d light infanlr) , 1st. 02d. and 
Bis prisoner. — In the latter eud of Dec. the 101 st of the line, in all about (j,OOOmen ; 
arrival of troops and ordnance stores at Se- wuh five 24 pouiidei**, fi\e eightecns, and 
ininara left me no room to doubt the cneinj’s foui mottais besides field pieces. — On the 
intentroii of besieging «Sc)lh, and parties of morning of the 1 1th he opened his batteries 
the peasantry wtie accoidingly sent out to directing his cflorts to the destruction of our 
render the passes of Solano jmpract»cab’e, upper woiks, and the disabling of our 
and to create obstacles to this adiance, by guns, while under cover of this fire, her 
cuts across the various paths which lead from laboured to establish two bleaching 4)atterieV^ 
the heights of Milia down to Scylla Thi'> at 3 and 4( 0 ) nils distance. It was not, hot^- 
work, aswelias the levelling of fences, &c. ever, till the 14th that our parapet and guns 
preceded I apidly and effectually undei the were lenckied useless; nor till then did the 
direction of captain NichoIasT^Assistant slaughter abate to which their paifies weie^ 
Guartcr^Master-Cieneial 3 when upon the exposed from our giape and shells. — From 
31st of December, the advanced worf^men this time out delence was confined tO mils'* 
and the out-^posts of the mdase were driven ketiy, as our guns lay buiied under the m* 
in by three French battalions and a detach- ins of lliepaiapet, and the close ffie from 
l^nt of cavalry, under gen. Millet, which five 24 pounders became incessant. In4fae 
Cook post upon the heights above ; and on the meat ^ime we discovered h:m attempting to 
fbllbwing day Regnier brought up two more mine* the right bastion upon which ho 
battalions, and spreading his out-posts to cohtinued at work for three nights, but 
Favezzina, Bagnara, &c. completed the in- ^I apprehend without the expected success*-)*"* 
vestment of the town. At this time the In the night of the 15th, the French pusfaod* 

S rrison of the castle consisted of two hun- round the foot of the rock, with the inten* 
sd British, and from four to five hundred tion of destroying the Sea staircase, but; WO 
masso occupied the town.— 1 he eneaiy^s happily discoveted them, and beat tbeln 
troops were now incessantly employed in with the slaughter to wdiicb their dosporkto 
" fornilRg the roadsN necessary for briogtng his situation exposed them. * 

® To be conlinufd 
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House 5 and^ tl>e law is^ that the place for elected^ was compellable to atteild and do 

winch a tnan is cho8en> shall pay him, at a his duly in that bouse. Yet the learned 

certain rate, for his attendance. All this judge had held that the circumstanco of 


concurs m the notion, that a seat in parlia- 
ment imposes a burthensome duty, instead 
ot being a possession of emolument. If the 
person chosen, refuse to give his attendance, 
in obedience to the writ j or, if he neglect 
to attend, no matter fiom what motive, he 
ia liable to be punished, even Xojlne and im- 
prisonment, Whore, then, can be the jus- 
tice in making a man patj for being elected, 
pnless he has made, of himself', oi by his 

authority, some compact to that effect ? 

Having thus opened the subject, which is 
e^e that will, 1 trust, leceive a full disciis- 
$ipQ amongst the people, at least, I shall now 
lASert what was said relating to it, in the 
Hqqse of Commons, on the llth instant, as 
t find it reported in the Courier newspaper 
pf the 12th.— Sir Francis Burdbi r 
'' had waited till he saw the house in a 
'' sufficient state^of attendance, before he 
stated how he was ciicumstanced with 
respect to a transaction, which in his 
** view of it involved a breach of the piivi- 
leges of that house. It would be neces- 
sary for him, in order to explain the situa- 
tion in which lie stood, to state to the 
house a transaction which had taken place 
in one of the coni'iS below. It was well 
known, that at the last election lor the 
city of Westminster, the electors had no- 
minated l^ini as one of the candidar<*s 
without his knowing any thing of the 
fact 3 and it was only towards the close 
of the election, he was made acquainted 
with It. I'he electors claimed to be ex- 
empt from paying any part of the expeni»e 
of that election, and the High Bailiff of 
Westminster had brought tin action against 
him as one of the candidates, toTecover a 
proportion of the expense of i ;king the 
election. Though ihcic xvas no Jav*^ to 
authoiise such a •demand, nor any custom 
to sanction the^ pncticc, though it was 
•‘•Ivell kpowm that he had not taken any 
share or poi lion in the conduct or ditcc- 
tion of that election, yet, without any 
' proof of the existence of law or custom to 
sanction the demand, the Ic, lined judge in 
the court below had thought proper to 
direct the jury to find a \ei did against 
him, merely because he had taken hU ^eat. 
This was the reason delivered by that 
learned judge to the jury, why he had in- 
curred the expenses for which the action 
was brought* Now, as to hia taking his 
sect, that was not voluntary on his part, as 
he had done it in compliance with the 
writ, and any individual who may be 


his having taken his seat had rendered 
him liable to expenses incurred in taking 
the election. He was yet to learn whaf 
benefit it was to an individual to sit in that 
house, if he tame there to discharge his 
duty with integrity: and he was there - 
foie surprised to hear any learned judge 
say, according to the law, as it is at pre- 
sent, that if seat in that house was any 
other than a burthen upon the individu^d ‘ 
elected to that situation. He was not,* 
however, surprised to find that learned 
judge consider a seat in that house a be- 
nefit, as ic was a stepping stone to the 
bench. But he had not expected that a 
judge upon the bench would lay it down, 
that an individual for yielding obedience 
to the wiit, had incurred a penalty for 
doing what, if he had not done, would 
have made himr-liable to the censure of 
that house.v A person who had a duly 
imposed oh hm ought to be suffei cd to do 
\t Wit haul impediment : but this was an 
involuntary act upon his part, and ought 
not, according to any constitutional law, 
and he hoped that all such law was not al- 
together forgotten, to subject him to any 
such penalty. It was said in Lord Ray- 
mond's Reports, that judges did not un-» 
derstand the Jaws of parliament. The 
matter was of small momcRt to him, it 
was even an object of peifect indiffer- 
ence, but it was of material importance 
to the Electors of Westminster, and to 
the privileges of that house. Hodid notv^ 
make it a subject of complaint, Wba{ 
he mentioned the transaction for was, to 
know whether he was to comply with the 
demand that would he made upon, him, in 
ionseyueme of' the decision qf the amrb " 
below. He applied but for the advice of 
the house, in order, that, by liis silently 
submitting to that decision, the privilege 
of that house should not suffer any bre a^ 
in '.is person.*’—" Thk Chancri.lor op '' 
THHr Exchequer did not knowhow to 
addiess the house on this occasion j in- 
deed, ho felt he should apologize for of- 
feiing himself, as there wfls no motion 
before them. He trusted, however, that 
the house would allow him to state what 
occurred to him in the view he at present . 
had of the casej and from every attention 
thaj: he could give to the statement of the 
honourable baronet, it did not appear to 
him to be a case in which the house could 
interfere, H the hon. baronet was right 
in his conception of the law, respecting 
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the tntidirection t( the learned he ^ tion which on t 

y had been very ill advised by h» counsel, ** denred The 

tf5t to apply for a review oi the w hole ** pared in this ini 

case, by a molion for a neiv trial or by a ** bon baronet 

bill of exceptions Ai» he apprehended^ ** mend was, that 
the case, the action had been brought ** prattical come^ 

** against the hon baronet for the use which the decision of I 

'' he or his agents had made ot certain should conceive 

erections for hustings, and the facts went breach of the p 

to be decided upon to a jury Thedirec- could not too so 

tion of a judge might be ngjit or might be ot the house, 

K^tvrong, but in either case that house was soon proceed to' 

** nft the proper tribunal in which to have ** After a fe 

the proceedings of the court below re- dett, disclaiminj 

viewed. The course of piactAe in the ** question forwar 

** administration ot law, was in such cases ** ject having bei 

either to proceed by motion to the coiiit " rhe house, the i 

out of which the record issued for a new there *’ And 

trial, or by a bill of exceptions, and if ei- rest for d long tii 
tber of these had been lesoited to by the that the good sen 
“ hon baronet and not been successful, Westminster, joine 
thtre would Ic no relief foi him It was by the advice of j 
not toi him to say whtfther or not the di- snfFei him to push 1 
nctionoi the learned pidgS^was coirect, goods and chattel 
but the jur\ hid no doubt decided upon the j mannei, in which 
evidence product d to I hem of the Ubc- made * subject forwaid w 
of the t lections bj the agents of the hon cious, the speech o 
baronet lint ^as his view of the subicct, so He seems to 
'' but it would Km iin foi the hoii baromt miich as he ought 
to decide whit com sc he shoild puisic titile too much 
to attain any object lu mi> have in con court below was ni 
** templation — ''Mix CjiIWi- v \indi -^ted to '’ct upon there 
the learned pidgc fioni the imputatic a ot that decision into 
having obfiined his pi e^Jcnt c \ ilte I st ition the Iloiise to come 
** by any party seivucs, and contended th it | to the lemedy 1 
** his elevation was iliooelhei owing to his i having ijuUkd oLl 
** transcendent l dents, as an abici or more j compels Inm to tik 
npngltt judge had never sat upn ihc ly be v mattci fit foi 
bench *— -'‘Inr Si lMwI r did uotknow inddtcision, but. 


that he was uol bound, upon ar^applica- 
** tion of this description to the nouse, to 
state ^Siat occuired to him upon the 
** subject Undoubtedly, as he understood 
** the mattei, the hon member had offcicd 
himself to the house with perfict re^ula* 


^ tion which on «uch 'a question was to iMt 
*' desired The house could not he 
'' pared in this instance to give advice totte 
** bon baronet What he would recoisi** 
mend was, that be should wait, till somi 
** practical consequence should result froillf 
the decision of the com t below, and if hd 
should conceive that consequence to be at 
breach of the privilege of the house, h©* 
could not too soon bring it under the Vie\^ 
'' of the house, nor could the house teMf 
soon proceedto take it intoconsideration.*^ 

'' After a few words from Sii F Bur« 

dett, disclaiming the having brought the 
** question forward as a omplaint^ hfs 
** ject having been to obtain advice ftcttlk 
" rhe house, the matter was allowed to rest 

there *’ And there, I think, it will 

rest for a long time; foi, I am persuaded, 
that the good sense ot the High BaiJid’ of 
Westminster, joined, as it doubtless will be, 
by the advice of judicioub frunds, will not 
sufFet him to push his demand to a seiauie of 

goods and chattels If the shape and 

mannei, in which Sir I lancis brought thii 
subject forwaid were conspicuously judi* 
CIOUS, the speech of ♦he Speaker was not^lestb 
so He seems to have done precisely as 
m\ich as he ought to have do le, and not a 
titile too much Ihe mere cfeci^fon of the 
court below was not enough for the House 
to '’ct upon there wa itc 1 the cart} mg of 
that decision into in oidci toenabi© 

the Iloiise to come to sonic dcteframatiort as 
to the lemedy lo punnh a membei for 
having yzf/i/td oh In ul to the law which ^ 
compels Inm to t ike lus scar, would certain-* 
ly bf V mattci fit foi pir’iamcntaij discussion 
inddtcision, but, the piuishment cannot 
lx ^aid to be inficted, in ihiscise, until Sir 
Irincis his been ictuallv forced to pay the 
mon'=»^ oi until it has been taken from him, 
in his ^oods and chattels Until th it bap- 
jx nsf le 1 15 experienced no punishment, 
foi, db to the expenses of d fending the ar- 


** nly, on a tiansaction which appealed lo 
^ him to amount to a breach of their privi- 
leges. The hon baronet in taking this 
course had done his duty, and it was a 
grave question he had submitted to their 
consideiation, so far as it regarded a breach 
of the privileges of that house, and alF ct- 
** ed the character of an eminent (>erson in 
a high judicial ofhee If he (the Speak- 
er) had bad any netic** of such an appfica* 
** tion , if he had but the slightest intima- 
** tion of the intention of tho bon bar^inet, 
** he would have endeavoured to be better 
" prepared to satisfy his inquiry. At pre- 
sent he had to apologise to the houro,* if 
he should itoi be able to gi»e that satufac- 


tion, suppOMiig them to have been incurr||d 
and defriytd bj- him (which is not, I be- 
lieve, the case), it was his own voluntary act. 
But, foieseeing whit was likely to take 
phee, foicseeing that, in the legular course 
• of legal proceeding , he should be soon calK 
edupon to piy the amount of the sum ad^ 
judged against him it c*ertainlv became him 
to apply to the House for advice as to the 
manner in which he should act, when thf 
call was made upon him for the money, seitm- 
ing that the House, in its watchfulness 
Its honoui and puiitj, might punish him for 
hiving done a thing, which would ai^e, 
that It was utterly impossible to tako a seat 
the e;n, without the aid of the ready mo- 
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ney.-~-Mr. Peroei'al aajja, that a neuf trial 
ih^ld have J>pen applied for; and, (hat, if 
that were refused, '* there would le no re- 
Srf,*' A new trial has been applied for, and 
refused ; or, at least, so I have read in the 
newspapers; and, of course, according to 
Mr. Perceval's opinion. Sir Fiancis, and 
every other man in Ins situation, has no re* 
lief; and, every man, upon whom the elec* 
teas of any place may think proper to impose 
the duty of representing them in parliament, 
is certain to incur a punishment. If he re- 
fuse obedience to the king's command to at- 
tend in parliament, the House will punish 
him, and 7nust punish him, if they do their 
Auty, and they may punish him by both fine 
and imprisonment, and continue to do so re- 
peatedly, until he does obey the king's com- 
mand. If, on the other hand, he obey the 
command, the returning ofheer punishes 
him by making him pay a bill of expenses ; 
for, observe, that, if Sir Francis's statement 
be correct, the merely taking the seat, that 
if to say, the obeying of the king's com- 
mand, it, of Itself, to be consideied as proof, 
that he owes the amount of those expenses. 

he may, it this be law, be punished 
hath ways, bust, foi having disobeyed the 
king's command, and, then, the moment he 
dots obey it, for having obeyed it.— — I shall 
bt told, may be, that the House would not, 
in fact, have been thus severe ; and, that the 
p^sons, who generally therein agitate ques- 
tions, would <!iave scorne'd to utter a word of 
complaint against Sir Francis, if ho iiad not 
entered the House till doomsday. This 
m^y, possibly, be true enough; but, then, 
what would become of the representation of 
Westminster? " Oh* ’ exclaim a thousand 
eager voices, I would, with all mv soul 
** have supplied his place, and would have 
** paid the High BailitF, dinners and all, 
without saying one single word about 
** the matter." I belicie, gentlemen, 
that, for once in your lives, you speak 
th|^ truth. But, there is still a difficulty ; 
fo^ bow will you Und the means of convin- 
cing the electors of Westminister, that you 
will upt, or would not, if in your power, 
endeavour, nay take care, to lick yourselves 
eykok again ? When J was at Honiton, 
the electors of that place told me, in plain 
English, that a member, who pledged him- 
eelf to take nothing from the government, 
slid not suit them ; for that, they knew too 
XQUch of mankind to suppose, that, except 
in very peculiar cases, men would expend 
ibrir monsy without a reliance upon a re- 
imbdiicment, and even upon a profitable 
retnin ; “ which," said they, 'Ms veiihed 
y in your condacl ; for you will not ex- 


" pend a penny to moisten a poor Aian's lipt 
'' this hot weather." I endeavoored m 
shew them, that whatever they received; in' 
this way, they were, in the end, compelled 
to refuyd with more than Jew-like interest, 
Vor that, the amount of the candidate's re- 
imbursement exceeding his expenditure, it 
followed, upon their own principles, that 
the people must be the loser. For In- 
" stance," said I, " the gentleman, to 
" whom you are now going to give your 
" votes, will ^receive, in consequence of 
" your sutliages, ai^'3,000 a year. 'Z^batV 
" in four years, amounts to ^'12,000, and; 
" according to your own statement, he 
" purchases yoi.r votes, or rather, to soften 
the thing, he give« you, after you have 
" voted, about ^2,000. So that, you 
" must be the loseis by the amount of 
" £6^10,000 at every ekclion ” "No,’* 

answered they ; " for the a^]2,0CX> is divi- 
ded amongst all the nation, and the 
" .^'2,000 amongs^ only about 400 of ns.'* 
" But," replied I, "if the electors of every 
" other place act upon your principle, then 
" you must bear a share of the loss sustained 
" upon the whole." " Aye," rejoined 
they, " but there are but few electors in the 
" whole; and, therefore, however the 
" whole nation may lose, we, who have 
" the voting for members of parliament, 
" gain'* " So, then," concluded 1, " the 
" advantage is leserved solely for tho»e who 
" are ready to pel jure tbeimehes; this, 
" according to you, is the birth -light of 
" Fnglishmen; that there are amongst 
" them, some who are ready to take bribes 
" and false oaths, and that the rest of the 
" people are to be taxed by them, and for 
" their advantage." Being thus penned up, 
they toldfte, that I was a metbodist parson, 
and that I might go and preach toAe devil ; 
for that they should remain staunch to thdr 
religion, and their parson, i\bo, in fact, 
was one of the most violent clamourers for 

my opponent. Very different are the 

principles, by which 1 know the electors 
Westminster, or, at least, a great majority 
of^thAn, to be actuated. They want no 
pay for voting : they do not desire to thrive 
I by the distresses and miseries of the nation 
at large; they clesire representatives, who 
will seek no emolument fiom the national 
purse ; and, of course, they desire that 
those representatives should be loaded with 
no burthen but merely that of the duties 
imposed upon them.— —Surely, nothing was 
ever more reasonable than this; nothing, 
considering the general state of tlie repre- 
sentddipn, more praise-worthy; yet have 
the beastly hirelings of the press not failed^ 
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^1^ tp this proceeding, on the part of ' and fenion of the nation were to be til 




{e^ 


Of faction ? What, is it factious to main* 
'Ufn) or to endeavour to maintain, the uif- 
depjable principles of that constitution, for 
the preservation of which we are called 
upon to spend our ^*last shilling, and to 
shed our last drop ot blood ? ** Not a day 
passes over our hoads but we are reminded 
of* the exct'Ilence of this constitution, and 
of the shame and infamy and misery which 
would speedily follow its destruction. 
Agr eed ! Perfectly agreed ! •And what does 
^Shh^rancis Burdett ask, but the practice of 
Hhis very constitution ; being, doubtless, of 
fixed opinion, that, if laws are upt observ- 
ed, they are, in fact, destroyed, as to all 
their good purposes, and that they insensibly 
become instruments of deception and op- 
pression ; that they cast forth darkness and 
misery, instead of light and happiness — 
It being evident, that, generally speaking, 
men pursue first their private interests, it 
follows, that, if men esyiend money tor the 
purpose of obtaii^ng seats dn parliament, 
they have it in view to get a large profit by 
such expenditure, and will, of course, use 
the means of securing such profit. The 
iind of profit may differ. Some may prefer 
baubles to hard solid cash ; but, the Cilect, 
as to the nation, will be pretty nearly the 
same, in the end. And, this being the 
case, it is quite clear, that whoever wishes 
to see a corrupt House of Commons, will , 
surely be a^ advoc.ile for expeinivc elections. I 
——One thing surprized me not a little, 
and that was, that the JVhi^s, the famous 
advocates for PARHAMfcXTARV Rffoum, 


any thing to do with the High bailiff' of 
Westminster suing Sir Francis Burdett lor 
the expenses of taking the election. ‘And; 
as to ma/ice, was there any malice in hi* ' 
asking the advice of the Honourable Hoase'^ 
He did no more. If the House advised hin^ 
to pay the demand ; if thc^y advised him te- 
snlAnitto be punished for having obe^d tte 
king’s command, in taking his seat, why there 
it was \ he would have paid the money } for 
he made no complaint, and said that the 
payment was a matter of perfect indifference 
to him. I should suppose, that the Ho* 
nOurable House would have considered ft 
as a compliment to its wisdom, to have it* 
advice asked upon such a matter, particular^ 
as Sir Francis stated, that it was purely from 
tenderness for the honour of tiie Honourable 
Hoase, and from a fear of incurring their 
displeasure, that he had asked their advice« ^ 
But, tliere are some men, whom nothing ' 
will please. Censure them, and they eitu 
you abusive; pay a compliment to their 
feelings, and they say you are malicious. 

Population. In another part of fhfe 

sheet will be found a Post Script from Mf. 
Arthur Young, from which I perceive, and 
with unfeigned sorrow, that that gentle* 
man is very angry with me, who certainly 
never intended to give him any offence.- - « 

I said, in the passage, to which he allude* 
(see page /O9 of this volume), that I knew 
of no return to xbQ population act, whidi 
could enable Mr. Young to st*te what tv*f 
I he population of England and Wales in the 
year 1/20. It appears, from what he now 


did not say one word, when Sir Francis 
jcallcd upon the whole House for advice. 
They had, formerly, piepaied very elabo- 
rate schemes for the causing of elections Co 
be free j and, one would have expected 
it was not, certainly, too much to expect ; 
that, when they saw, that there had been 
one free election in England, one reallt/ free 
election, tl>ey would hav e found some means 
or other of edging in a word in approbation 
of it, even it they had abstained from 
saying any thing upon the subject lof that 
advice which the Baronet was so anxiods to 
obtain. But, alas! they had, in the fat^l 
interim, been in power themselves, lliey 
themselves had tasted of the honey ; and, 
which was of more weight in the influencing 
of their conduct, they hoped, though in 
vain 1 believe, to taste of it again. — The 
newspapers, some of them, speak of Sir 
Francis Burdett’s conduct as maliciolt^, and 


says, that there was a calculation made upon 
thesnbjcct, by a Mr. Rickman, who wa* 
appoi nted to collect and make an abstract of 
the parochial returns; and it is, it seeitfi, 
upon this calculation that Mr. Young make* 
his statement. The act required, that the 
several rectors, vicars, curates, Ac. Ac, 
should make out returns, 1st, of the num- 
ber of inhabited houses and families, and 
niu n habited houses ; 2d, of the total lunm- 
ber of persons, exclusive of soldiers and 
sailors ; 3rd, of the number of persons em- 
ployed in trade, manufactures, or himd}- 
craft ; 4th, of the number of baptisms and 
burials, at stated peiiods, from i/OO to 
ISOO; and 5th, of the number of marriages 
in each year, from 4/ 54 downwards to 
IbOO. From these retuins Mr. RickmUn ' 
made up what is" called the Population ab- 
stract; but, the abstract contained the an- 
swers to the fir^t, second, and third questions 


take care, by hook or by crook, tohripg in only. Theie has since, it appear^ been 
tb« name of Despard, Jiwt a? if t^sen^e j something else made out by Me. f^itckman. 
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open tbe answers te (lie 4tb and ^th ques- 
liotn j butj I must see those answers befoie 
I can form any judgment os to the probability 
ot Mr Kicktnan's being able to make a 
calculation upon them I should think» 
from what I have seen and whit 1 hive 
heaid. that it IS quite impossibl*^ to obtain^ 
except m some cases, coritct answeis to 
the fourth and tilth questions , and, if theie 
had not been some vei> gic it difiicidtv att^nd- 
it« how comes it that Mr Kickmin 
not intlude those answtis in his general 
ygbstract ^ If the paiish books had been 
^ept in such a ws} as to tnabie the Hector, 
See to nuke out the insweis at all, those 
pDswers < ould have been in idt. out much 
aoonerthm the answers to the toimci qnes 
Jions Bat, my opinion is, th it the ans 
Weisto the 4th and 5th questions could not 
be made out, except in the way ol ^ucss, 
for any period larther back thin foity or 
tifty yetrs Then comes tl e uihulatiun , incl 
though the principle of that cikulition iiuy 
be fair enough, yc t, when we coiisidei, how 
those religious sects have gi idually dimin sh- 
ed, who neither buried noi biptised in the 
Church of hng and, it is evident thu the 
mxteiials fot duch a calculation n u^t be ver^ 
cjpfcctive In shoit, 1 look upon such a 
calculation to ptove nothing, especiilly 
when I consider the motive by which the 
employeis of Mr Rickman wcie actuated 
in the whole of the undcitikn^ — My 
<!lcca)ecl towns and villagis, mv luge 
churchf^s an 1 li indtuls of panslnc nets , uid 
tjny down sijes, once culini c 1 with u h 
eurpnzing laboiii md pniii, uid now ( the 
^mcHUJt ol miki n^ ot ci s l\i jg u i< ulii- 
vated , all t' c c arguments, ivli Young 
sa}s, hut I ecu long a,j u/u c.d by him 
I jjliouid, vvithc ul the Iw s*’ ailtcli < n, be 
much (obliged to him tot i ciMCMceto the 
particul ir |) lit of his usciul wciks, whtre 
the rein atic n is to be found , foi ilpie^ nt. 
Jam thcioughly couMuced, that coun- 
tiy w is once iiuhIi moie i \ ulous ti ati it 
npw is JIow IS It possible- to acc( u u foi 
the existence tf i church tipiblccf ccii 
laiiling a ilmusaikl people, in apltcc where 
the babilaliousi ow consist < ^ i f nm house 
PI two and i few mucrabh huts, l ircely 
fitfoi men to dwell in ^ How is it possible 
to account foi this in my oi tr way than 

that ot a d( crease in the populaticiii ^ 1 

still am of opinion, however, tliat the 

S uestiun ot population h id nothing at all to 
0 with that of corn and sugar , for, if it 
did appear, tint, in propoition to the popu- 
lation, more malt was made tormcily than 
is now mide, what would be the evident 
caused why, thsxuine is now diuiik even 


by the farmers themselves; and that *U)ia 
labouring man, who used to difpk beer, 
has now, by the excise-laws, been diiveo 
to the well or the pump. It is, in almost all 
cases, the many who make the consumption 
as well as the ci cation t>f things Icr'bc 
sure wp now see some huge brewei its, which 
have arisen out of the Walpolian system 
(foi ever accuisecl *) , but we do not con- 
sidei, that a mu lion of little breweries have 
been annihilated Now you will not find n 
man, wno live^ by his daily labour, brew 
his own beer, formerly it was as rare to 
meet with one who did not This is 
great cause of a falling oft in the quantity 
of mall uncle in Lngl ina 1 here i-» not so much 
beer di link by tho‘*ewhofoinf'crly drank beer. 
lh'»t thepopuluicn his been uici easing since 
the Rciolution is probable , the long ind bloody 
snuggles, and the nnceitiu fy of pioperty, 
liom iboiu 1045 to l680, must havegreiily 
diiiiimshed the population of tiie country , 
but, my aigumcnts of the large churche«, 
&.C , apply to a former period, and v ere used 
met cl) for the pm pose of shewing, that 
the land of Kngland is tapable of suppoit- 
ing a much giealei luunbci of persons than 

it now his to ‘•uppoit A coriespondinf 

fl T ) whose lettci will be found m n other 
put of this sheet, blinds me biik, tor a 
monunt to thc‘ com and siigii question I 
think I know the hand wilting, and, if I 
am ii^ht 111 tint uqkct, I look upon this 
lettci IS no bad proof ot m> havinn, in my 
eii civfjuis a« to tiiismittci, be n siicccs:>- 
ful , toi, the wiitei tells me, ^Int 1 have 
Kimn d li m, and I know him to 1 1 a 
ttiilv Hide pc 11 ciiL mm, a min who Ins no 
pitlitulii in crests at stake, on the one side, or 
Ol tlu ( tbci , i min a(cu>t med to rc non 
accur uh, and to decide with grcit dtlibc- 
ratnn nJ cm , the man, of all men whom 
I know ill the woild, whose judgment I 
wo li wi h, upon any question wlntcvcr, 
to hue upi n my side, because 1 know, 
that, to .,icat talents and wisdom, he joins 
in imp iitiality which no consideraticn can 
w np 1 as well as he, could have wish- 

ed, rtud, indeed, now wish, to see the in- 
tciideu bill meiely a bill of {awission Ue- 
stn( tidbs upon trade arc, ninety-nine times 
out of a hundred, impolitic, and not unfie- 
^uently unjust , and, 1 am of opinun, that 
It would be much better foi the West India 
PJanlcis now to open a competition to them, 
and lca\e their •«ugar {inloadtd uith previous 
(lutiei) to vie with the barley. WiMi gieat 
defeience to 1. T, I must, however, say, 
that I^think it cairying the notion of an er 
post Jaclo law a little too far, to apply it to 
a case like this. Particular interests mast 
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Vnade to ^'ve way to the* general good, aide to Uave a great narl^ aMa^iu^ 

There cai{ be no doubt that the particu* that though they^doabdess, flfe« quite abfo^ 

lar interests of the distillers would suffer from b^ar the expense, yet, tb^ are not always aWe 

the |toppage of theii trade, in times of scari tofindoutanexcuseforitthatwillsalisfytfaens* 
city 3 but, such a measure would certainly selves, and, which is of inhnitely greater im« 
be 'proper, and could not, reasonably, be portance, that will satisfy their wives, wha*^ 

complained of as an ex post facto law. are very much addicted to reckon suchi 

There are, 1 hear, petitions coming forward expenses as so much subtracted from those 
in favour of the intended mea'iuiej so that enjoyments, of which they are justly eiUi* 

the.House will find the subject icady discus- tied* to a share. As a farmer’s frolic, 

sed to their liands. This pieinature discus- tlieiefore} as a little truantship from the 
sion is, however, the woik of the barley- dominion of the petticoat, the thing 

powers. They began it, anrf they have, f pei haps, excuseable, and brother Scut might*' 

deprived themselves of that ciiancc have merit in the invention; but, if ho 

N^jfsuccess, winch want of time for thought carried the jest so far as to patch up, from 
would have given them. Nothing, surely, ten limes borrowed resolutions, a manifesto 
was ever more indecent than the oj^position against an intended act of pailiament, then^ 
which they commenced. The leport was he exposed his clients to the contempt of 
not printed until ten days after they began their more sober and sensible neighbours, 
to call meetings and to condemn the mea- Of this description are, I dare say^ 

sure. It was, theiefore, 7 / /e for them almost the whole ot the meetings we have 
to be acquainted with the evidence, upon read of, in the several*' counties. It is the 
winch the committee had made its report to laige fjimers only who assemble; large 
the House ; and yet they, in terms (he most fanners do not woik themselves ; they love 

unqualified, set up a clanloious conderana- a jovial dinner ; they keep brave horses to 

tion. There has been, I peregi VC, a meet- iide ; and a day of frolic beyond the aiXH 

mg of Yeomen farmeis, at Winchester, con- madvers'on of the petticoat, is a day snatch* 
sisting, ceitainly, of very respectable men, cd from fate. Tins is the light, inwbicbfl, 
as far as the list of names at the bottom wcic I a member of paihament, shoul^ 
of the advciiisement, enables mo to judge ; view these manifestoes. I should trace them 
but, it IS with no small satisfaction that 1 to tlieii Inst causes; I should see the attor- 
understaiicl, that Sir Henry Mildmay was ney, or his cleik, copying them from old 
not present. It is no deiogation fiom Ins ntvvspapeis ; and, ot course, should be 

* character to say, that I believe him to have veiy caielui how i rcgaided them as coqtain- 

spoken against the raeasuie, without full mg the real sentimepts of even the persona 
consideratidff ; and, I shall he veiy glad to by whom they wore subscribed. • 

see, that time has altered his opinion, and JVIk Tai mer After much talking 

has induced him to ictiact an error, into about, tins gcnlleman’s case is again before 

which any man might have fallen. As to pailinneiit ; and it must give satisfaction to 
his colleague, what he may happen to flo is, eveiy lovei of lair dealing to see that justice, 
with me at least, a matter of very little i:n- or something like justice, is, at last, to be 

poitance. ^The meeting at Winchester done him "•‘ttnrslioil view of his case is , 

was so meagrely attended as to excite verj lit- this : He was the author of that excel- 

tle interest. It wa*?, m all probability, sug- lent plan of conducting the post-office of 

gested by some businessless attorney, on the the kingdom, wh.ch is admired by all those 
preceding market-day, the means of in- who have considcied it, and the advantages 

suring to himself, for once in his life-time, of which to the nation have been immense, 

a good hearty dinner of roast-beef and in all ways, in which an establishment 

plumb-pudding, at which, in compensation of this suit can he advantageous to a natid&» 

for his vigils, he might half Vurst himself If his plan succeeded, he was to here- 

with the juice of the grape, m di inking see- imineiatcci accordingly, than which nothing 
■»ces9 to the consumption of bailey. Great could bo moie lair. The clear revenue of 
care was taken ^by officious and faithful ’ the post-office was, before, comparatively, 
brother Scut, 1 Suppose) to mention the a trifle. It it ro'-e, in consequence of tha 

dinner in calling the meeting ; and, as the adoption of his plan, to a certain amount, 

most moving piece of eloquence, this men- he was to receive a ceitain per ceiuagc upon 

tion was reserved for the close. The truth that overplus. But, at the same time, it 

is, that this meeting, like most others of the was agreed, that Mr. Palmer should be an 

kind, appeals to have been a mere apology officer in the post-office, under the posN 

for a dinner; and, if 1 am reminded, that master general, and that he sliould assist in 

the gentlemen, attending it, are at all times ^ carrying his plan into eitccC ; fur the ffiliug 



•I»3 lOSmCAt PAtmer. 

of whioTi dKcto hi to ifeoelve i «alat7. 

, ■■■- T hos he b^an naith the public. He 
entered upon his office, and the post-office 
revenue speedily attaint the aipount which 
gave him a per centage. But, sometime pre- 
vious to the year 1799. he was dismissed 
from *1118 office, on account of alledged misf 
behaviour $ and, upon demanding his per- 
centage, was told, tl^at he had failed in that 
part of his bargain, which obliged hinS to 
assist in carrying his phn into execution ; 

therefore, the bargain became void ; 
that be had no claim to the pei centage $ and 
that, of course, he had only to accept of 
what the minister (who had dismissed him) 
chose to give him. Such was the decision 
of Pitt : and I need hardly say, that it was 
also the decision of one of his Houses of 
Commons,— The claim has now been re- 
vived. Mr. George Rose is opposed to 
this intended waste of' the put lie money ' 

And he and his right trusty and well-be- 
)oved Mr. Charles Long (Mr. Thomas Steele 
is not in the House now, I believe,) 
reprobatp the claim 3 insist, that the salary 
f^nd percentage were to be inseparable ; and, 

^ course, that Mr. Palmer could claim np 

percentage, unless he kept his office 1 

fay that such was not the bargain 3 and the 
proof is this, tliatMr. Palmer was peitaiuly 
|n his senses, and that no man in Ids senses 
would voluntanlv have made a bargain, 
which coaid be binding only upon biniKclf. 

He was to have a great repaid fora grtat 
public service j but, as it was in ihe absolute 
f^wer of the other contracting party i) dis^ 
vdss him at any moment, it is e^ ideqt, that, 
if the claim to the percentage was to cease 
alone with the possession of tho office, he 
could not have a momenfs ccemity for his 
reward. It Is an abuse of w'ords to call 
eUch a thing a largain ; aiicfThoiigh a sharp 
^awyer might get a man ip set In** hand to it, 
that must be a villampuscourt ot equity, in 
which it would not be overset. Mr. Pal- 

mer might misbehave himself in his ofece, 
though I do not believe he did, and 1 think 
liU dismission is no bad picsumptive proof 
or it. But, we all know how many ways 
there are, in which a man may offend a mi- 
pisterora minister’s jackoll; and weallknow, 
that if such be the case, he is pretty sure to 
be dismissed froinany office that he may hold, 
during that minister's pie jsare. Isit^ therefore, 
probable, that Mr. Palmer, or any other 
man with an understanding above that of an 
oyster or periwinkle, would have made the 
bargain here spoken of? If Piti had said to 
him in plain terms ; ** You shall have $0 
*• mdcli mone^ for your invention, while 
'! ybti continue in suph an but, ipark 




mei / will turn you out tf thdi office^ 
whenever I please :*' \{ this had bebn said to 
Mr Palmer or, if he had thought that the 
agreement could possibly have been madc^ to* 
receive this constipctiop, can any one ijga* 
gine that he would have communicated his 
inventidh to the government } Can any one 
believe, that a man would have thus em* 
ployed hi:> own talents and merits for the 
purpose of making himself one of the vilest 
dependents that ever existed iqxni the face 

of the earth? But, the House of Com-^ 

mons, in 1799,** rejected this claim, and there/ 
is no new evideme, says Mr. Long, * 

port of it. Mr. Rose says, that the question^ 
was decick?d in the House, in 1799* hy a 
majority of I i'l to 28 ; and, that, if the 
House now grant the prayer ot Mr, Palmer, 
it ** will shake its honour and character m ore 
than any thing within his recolluctioin*' 
Good God ! Let the House look to it then j 

for but. It is useless to proceed : the 

reader’s recollertion will fill up the chasm. 
—This was Pitt’s way. When once he 
had got the Ffouse to do^any thing, bi* used 
to tell them ^hat they were eternally blasted 
if they did not stick to it, rind even lollow it 
up. J well remeniher how he used to call 
for votes upon the sole gvound of their having 
already voted in the same spirit , and to tell 
them, almost in so many words, that they 
weie a parcel ot inconsistent fellows if they 

boggled at It for a single qioment. Bnt, 

Mr. Ro->e, this is another parliament. The 
\va!N cUC i|ie same j the literaljiouse is the 
same 3 bnt the tigurativc l;ouse is another, 
and I wish 1 could say a very different one. 
True, a House of Commons did icjcct the 
claim of Mr. Palmer 3 and a House ofCotp- 
nions did pass a bill of attainder agaipst 
Russel and Sidney, but another House of 
Commons repealed that bill of attainder, and 
were not afiald of their honour and character 
being shaken by the act.— It js' clear ;• it 
wants no proof, no evidence to support the 
fact, that Mr. Palmer never could piean to 
tpjke his hoped-for and expected revvfird de- 
pend upon bis continuance in office, oc, in 
othe** words, upon the mere whim of the 
minister of the day, let him be who ho 
might. Besides^ what was he to be in office 
for ? Why, to assist ip carrying his pl^n ipto 
’ execution 3 to assist in making the plan suc- 
ceed. Well, then, the plan did succeed ^ 
the public are, and long have been, in pos- 
session of its immepse benefits : sp that 
there appears to be not the shadow of an 
objection to ihe claim of \\\e percentage, 
and ffiis, as far as 1 understand, is all tb^ is 
intended to be granted.— 1 wish the BttC^ 
Longs and the Roses had been at 



ttejkit' b Iti9k miatance of otbor daimv. 
There are aS2Q>o6o gone to Dr*^ Jennet, and 
•/or whai, let the people of Ringwood say. 
Thefe bare been, I believe, a hunduM' 
>tboi:^nd pounds granted to the, negro-ctvU 
lizers of Sierra Leone ; and, away goes the 
scheme in smoke. But here is a scheme 
which was sensible and practicable. It has 
been tried ; it has succeeded : its benefits 
have been, enjoyed for a series of years ; 
.they are still enjoyed, and will be ejijoyed 
ages to come, f lere would be a fit object 
national liberality ; but,* Mr. Palmer 
none ; he only asks for his own ; he 
* merely demands that which is unjustly de- 
tained from him ; and, if he is tp receive 
no redress from the parliament, from whom 
is he to receive it, and who will ever trust 
tb» nation again ? It is odd enoughs that, 
when sinecure places are the topic, the per- 
sons who oppose this claim are amongst the 
foremost to talk of the sacredness of national 
bargains. Never mind the amount, say 
they, the place has beei\ granted, and the 
nation must abide by the grant. Tell them 
of the enormous amount of the Marquis of 
Buckingham's place : no matter, say they, 
he has the place, and he must receive the 
revenue of it, be it what it may. Two years 
of that place is worth all Mr Palmer's cl.din 
for ten years. The fact is. I dare say, that 
they found Mr. Palmer what they call, in 
their Whiteliall slang, an intractable man. 
The man had merit; he could not help 
knowing and he w'as incapable of 

trugfeiing to pompous ignorance. This, I’ll 
engage, was his only sin ; but, it was a 
-^fmmper ; it was a sin never to be for- 
given. It is from such causes that the 
jiublic affairs are so frequcutly mismanaged. 
To bp capable of managing ;hem argues the 
possession of talents and spirit ; 'and who, 
that possesses talents and spirit, will quiet- 
ly submit to the control of that stupidity 
- nn.d arrogance, which will frequently bear 
sway where the qualifications for office are 

such as J need not describe.—— 

Ilrfr. Rankes, who, it appears, opposes this 
claim, did not, any more than Mr. Rose or 
Mr. Long or Mr. Sturges, oppose t];te vote 
of 40,0001. to pay the debts of Pitt. Nay, 
no one opposed it, though, if Sir Francis 
Burdett had been in the House, I trust, tfe 
would have opposed it. Was that forty thou- 
sand ppunds as well merited as the O0,000l. 
now to be paid to Mr. Palmer? Therq is not 
a just man in the kingdom but will answer, 
NO. This, Mr. Bankes calls an extrava* 
gani demand ; but, it is not the mere^moiint 
of any demand that makes it extravagant. The 
^maqd of a guinea for g pound of .^pef U 



gtfineasifbrtliehidf of ^n 6^. 
asks for no more than his due, ^ 

the undenied terras of what he says la a C(^ 
tract. Disprove the contract, and he It 6|i^ ' 
titled to nothing j but, if the contract te 
recognised, the demand cannot be extrava* 
gant. There is, too, in the present caae^ 
this peculiar circumstance, that you ac** 
knowledge tohave^fliwerf by the contract; 
and, that itisonly Ms share of the gains' 
that Mr. Palmer demands. Had the nation 
lost by the contract ; or, had the gain been 
matter of doubt, there might have been 
some room for shuffle. It would have been 
disgraceful, indeed; it would have been 
abhorrent from the character of Englishmen, 
amongst whom the sacredness of pecuniaiy 
engagements is inculcated in the common 
and cmphatical phrase : a bargain is a 

bargain." Still, however, there would 
h.ave been room for some men to shuffle; but^ 
in the present case, I am almost ready to say, 
that i would defy an American to find out a 
pretext for sluiffling 

Botley, {ytli 1808. ' 


POSTSCRIPT FROM MR. A. YOUM& 

Sir. — In your observations on Mr. Coke% 
speech to the Norfolk meeting you have 
this passage. — '' Where did Mr. Young 
** learn that the numbei was 5,565,000 in 
1720 ? Not ** by the return to the act,’* 
or, at least, 1 never saw or heard of 
such return I am of opinion, that he 
** has now spoken from no better authority 
** than that of Gregory King, who, indeed 
** was so minute and accurate a gentleiiMiii 
that he included in his estimate^ the 
** number of rabbits in England and 
Wale s/*-— No w, Mr. Cobbett, whjid 
right couTil you have to accuse pe of ao 
olFensive a want of respect to the committee 
as to state a matter of information as derived 
frop specific authority, which, so far ftotn 
having foundation, was built only on tJhb 
vague guesses of -a political speculator ? Silr* 
1 did not merit this injurious supposUidn* 
You have no occasion to go back to 
King, because, if yon will put on yefir 
spectacles when you next examine the papu^ 
lation report on the return to the 4lst of 
the King, you will find a table of progresstve 
slate of population from jyoo to IfiOl* 
But if you knew of this document And 
rejected it, I leave you to settle that maHcy 
with Mr. Rickman ; I certainly acce;it hw 
authority in decided preference to yhur 
cases to prove our depopulation ^ y^x 
ruined towns— your large churches— ry out 
marks of the plough— your down sidei 



i 

the objects,of might ja$ti)p imd re^on-*^ 

ably have entertained with rc»pect^ to the uso 
of their property^ as this prohibition to the 
/:orn growers seemed to be. And I some- 
what wondered thit you had not^ in your 
former discusbionb of this subject^ expressed 
your disapprobation of this prohibition. But, 
now I perceive, bv your yesterday’s Regis- 
ter, 4hat you agree with me in this senli- 
mcni) and, therefore, I now earnestly ^nd 
contldently hope, that your .arguments will 
have I he cfTtfCt of procuring aucccss to tho^ 
piC'>ent bill f(jr the lelict of the poor sugart 
planters, without that prohibitory c|jaMjr>L. 
against the corn growers. For the plSnter^ 
arc leally in great distieas, and justly entitled 
to the attention and compassion of govern- 
ment, by all practicable and reasonable me- 
thods j and are, as you rightly observe, the 
subjects of the crown as much as the inhabi- 
tants and natives of Great Britain itself. And 
the arguments of Mr. Arthur Young and Mr. 
Wakcdclcl, against the intended permission 
to the sugar planters, when unaccompanied 
with the prohibition to the corn growers, 
appear to me, to have befcn thoroughly refu- 
ted and overthrown by the answers you have 
given them. 1 remain your obedient ser- 

vant,—!. T.— .1% 15, 1808. 


^ all 0 f declioe in sum* 

liera (most wfiiBb were urged by Dr Pi ice 
andMr. Jacktooand were refuted by me 
more than thirty years ago ^ the returns to 
the population act have bufliciently proved 
who was right) these noethuds of depiessing 
ti fair adversary, (than whom no man moie 
admires your talents) rarelyanswer longer 
than for a moment ; — the triumph is short ^ 
—and you will certainly admit that did 
not produce to the committee the authority 
of a writer who mistook rabbits fot women. 
Although yon aie ready to declare that the 
singular fact I piodured has nothing to do 
•with the mam question, you must permit 
me to think very diilerciuly. it ought tp 
convince the legislatuie that barley is the 
last object upon which to in^keexpeizmmts ; 
that depressing consumption is nut the way 
to encourage production , these truths, so 
obvious to plain understandings, arc denied. 
Sir, by the evident tendency of all you 
have written on this business of the disiilleiy. 
|am^ &c. — A kthlrIoung. 


CORN AGAINST SUGVR. 

Sm, 1 am a constant reader ©f your 

excellent Political Registet, and a great ad- 
mirer of the powentul reasons, and your clear 
and strong manner of stating them, with 
which you generally support your opinions ; 
and, for the most part, 1 accede to those opi- 
nions. And I have accordingly had great 
pleasure lu reading your reflections on the 
measure now in paihament, for peimitting 
the siigar-plapters of our West India iskinds 
to distil^ for the use of the inhabiran'> of 
Great Biitaln, the great quantities of sugar 
they have lately been imported into England, 
and which they cannot otherwise dispose of 
to their advantage. Your reasonings upon 
this subject convinced me perniis-' 

•ion ought to be granted to them ; but they 
did not thoroughly convince me that the bill 
that is now in parliament, ought, in its pre- 
sent form, to pass 5 because, I iindcrstNnd 
that this bill does not only grant a permission 
to Cbo su^ar planters to distill their sugars, 
h\it*jprohtbits the grower'^ of bailey from dis- 
dlling their corn: and thisl thought lather 
bard upon them, as it was depriving them by 
an ex posijacto law (excuse the expression 
borrowed from the Latin language, as! don't 
know how so readily to express the nntter 
in plain English,) of the liberty of employing 
their corn in the manner in which they might 
have intended to employ it when they sowed 
k In their fields. In general I have an aver- 
sion to restriclions and prohibitions ; and es- 
pecially to such as are unexpected and con- 
trary tc the views that the persons who are 


CORN AGAINST SUGAR. 

Sir, 1 have read w'lth much pleasure,. 

your veiy excellent adcliess to the Freehold- 
cisof Hampshire, and I think thecountiy 
highly indebied to yon, for the clear elucida- 
tion of the subject thereiu given.' "Tlicie is, 
however, one pait of your statement (in 
which Mr. Wakefield appears to acquiesco)^ 
not quite con ect. You assume that the corn 
used in the distilleiies i^s, as food thrown, 
away.” This is not the fact, for of the* 

470.000 qis. of grain used (as the Report of 
the Committee states) in the British distilJe- 
iies, there remain after the extinct is made 

300.000 qrs. of grains. There is also a very 
considerable quantity of wash left after the 
spirit is drawn from the extract of the corn. 
These grains and wash are used in the feed- 
ing of cattle, which must otherwise be fat- 
tened on corn. This statement however, so 
fu it* goes diminishes the value of the dis- 
tilleries as a granary. For if grain be pro- 
hibited in the manufacture of spirits, there 
must still be a quantity of corn used either 
lor feeding cattle or making bread to supply 
that deficiency of food occasioned by tlie 
want df the refuse of the corn distilleries. In 
estimatuig the value of three quarters of 
grains ithc refuse afler the extract is made), 
to be equal in the production of food to ono 
quarter of barley, I think 1 am rather under 







tiark. Upon this supposuton, ho«v«r^ 
io'ca!^ the 3istillc*ne9 should be conipelm to 
^ use sugar iiiNtead of corn, 1 00,000 qis of 
barley would be required for produc* g tint, 
food whicli IS now sup j itd from the ?i‘*tii 

Jernfsi 1 must siy, Mr Cobbett, th\t be- 

^ foreso gtiitidl ind determined un oiipo'^ifion 
to this measuK had bet \ r used tin ji qbcut 
I the conntiy n would h i\o bc^ii but decent 
to h^ve w ited till th^- rtfo t of tht tc »umit- 
tee, and tiu evidtiit bcfcit it, had 

A“en printe 1, in oHc ti ii ihc pnnciples, on 
'■'^hitli ht pul) bill m ol <oui^n the bstdlc 
* ' ltd mi^hi h ivc btt u < 'ilm- 

• ^yco^idtjcd ind discussed Ihe le- 
poll Hiid the app idi' uc now before me, 
and it ail) i li iuc«. w h itc\cr is to bb plared 
on the op ion )f Mi \rthut Young and 
Mr Wiktheld (the gic it i Inmpioris of the 
agncult Ml uUtrtist), th piohibition of the 
use of com in the di tilleiies is a me isuie 
netonl) fit uid piopcr in itstlf, but sgch as 
the minisicMut the country ne bound to do 
all m then powci tocair) intocl!f*t^ On 
Mr Young b ing asked •* Q Under the 
piooabie ciicumstances of^^Jlhe country 
** with respect to the supply of foicign 
•* grain, can we look torw ud to the efiects 
of a short crop or niddew, or a wet Inr- 
vest without apprehension ^ A \ot 
uithout gtcat appreJunsj n*' In fact, 
the whole tenor of his answtr'i upon winch 
you have so ably commcntecl in the Register 
of last >v<?ek proves the gi eat d s^’-tss tins 
rowntiy would siifhr in the event of a sho**t 
crop, ifff dVIfii with a plentitul harsest tiuie 
>voim be a dcfiLicncy in the usuil sup| ly 
^ to the amount of the irnpott Uion Mj 

Wakefield after stating the avciage annual 
importation fiom ISOO to 18O0, to be 
l',447,500 qis , was asked, ** Do you eon- 
ceive that we aie likclv to hive a supply 
equal to tne average ot the last five years, 
in the present state of Lui ope ? A Know- 
ing the poits of the Eiltic to be shut 
against us, I should s i) , cert nnly not I 
know that the importations fiom Americi 
have been very tiifiiug indeed Q, Must 
'' you not then apprehend that tlieic will 
be a great scarcit) of giain in the market^ 

** A. Ihepresam prices of w licit besfspiwk 
the contrary fact at tins moment li/t if 
d short harvest was to tah place next* 
year, the lonung la year, I should, think 
the countty in an nlarining state tndetd ** 
Now% Sir, having before us thi9 evidence 
from two of the best pract cal agiicultuiists 
in the count!}, shut out as we are from the 
whole continent of Europe, and exotuded 
from all eonimeue with America, having in 
gcjdttion to all Uusj oul owa West India co* 


tm" 
_ or 4? 

man hesit||;e JSf 


lontea to sufiply 
country, can any unbia^ 
ont moment, as to the propriety of ^ 

11 to consumption as food 370,000 qrs. ctf 
2 :rain, (for I tike it for gi anted that 100,00(1 
qrs would be still leqiuicd tor feeding ca|^ 
th) especially, too when it is recollcctfsd 
tiiat the king in touneil will be enabled ta 
put an end to the prohibition of the distiUe* 
rits vjrhenevti the interests of the ftnuef 
'•h ui require it ^ It appears to me, that very 
senoui cji s^*quences may be the remit of 
oiii not availing ouisehesof every mean of 
inci easing the food to be used in thiscoun- 
tav , and J cannot but hope that the pa* 
triotism ot the landed interest, will induce it 
to withdraw its oppositio i to a measure so 
just in Itself, and, undei the present political 
circumstances of furope, so necessary to 
our welfaie— I am, &.c — Z 
1608 ». 


CROWS LANDS. 

Sib The present disposal of 4b| 

crown lands,* would certainly be worto 
investigation, and I much wish that the pub* 
he attention should be directed to tbo aob* 
lect — I am surrounded by a valuable poftiQil 
of them, which have been leased foi somadjl^ 
jears back to the lepresentativesof an oput 
lent f ■•miU in the neighbourhood, as to uO 
CO isidcied at this day a part of their owo 
I u pc rty T nis family, of course, i6 enabledi 

to return f/it meviltis, for the crown laodf 
and houses ait ji d cipusly stocked at an 
del rent with f tee and tndtptndent electors^ 
as I undei stand thc> usiiall) are in cities by 
the leading men - 1 sincerely hope that ao 
immediate resumption of these grant# may 
be made Inst, that the benevolence of 
ihe king, which might be directed to more 
deserving oEj??fr*f7 should not be intercepted 
and turned to uiKonstitutional purposes by 
the middlemen Or, secondly, that in these 
times ot difficult), the government should 
draw* the full value of its estates, now by n# 
meins the t ase, and which can only be fairly 
ascertained by a public auction And, fiqfl- 
1) , bcciuse, by the destruction of this source 
of unique influence, the first stone would be 
ihiowii into the chasm which yawns be- 
tween the honest voter, and the independent 
candidate — Utopian — May 12, 1^8. 

LIVERPOOL PLTITIQN. 

Distillation s«om Sugak »'‘****To the ^ 
Honourable ihe Commons of the United, 
Kingdom of Great Bntam and Ireland 
Parliament assembled, ihe humble Pelt* 
tioH of ihe Gentlemen, Clergy, 
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and other InhahihMt of the Town of Liver- 
fool.* 

Sheweth, That this town essentially de- 
pends for the supply of biead to its Hume- 
ri inhabitants^ and a large and populous 
district in the interior of the county of Lan- 
caster upon importations of corn and dour 
from other parts, and that a large proportion 
of such supply has heretofore been deiived 

from foreign countries, That of latte, in 

consequence of tlie unhappy situation of the 
Continent of Europe, and the embargo which 
bas taken place in the United States of Ame- 
rica, the importation of foreign corn and 
flour has ceased, and the prices of these arti- 
des have advanced considerably, and are still 
advancing, while at the same time from the 
atagnation of trade, and the consequent want 
^ employment and depreciation of wages, 
the labouring classes of the people are be- 
come less able to purchase those necessaries 
of life at a high rate, or even more reason* 
uUe rates, as fully appears by the report 

made of evidence taken before a com- 
tiiittee of vour iMmourable house, ordered to 
be printed on the lltli of April last, on the 
Mtiiioii of certain cotton manufacturers and 
jooroqrmen cotton weavers living in this 
Saounty.«-»That from the united operation of 
these circumstances your petitioners have 
b^n and continue apprehensive of much 
distress amongst the poor in this populous 
town and county ; and it was with peculiar 
aatisfaction that they observed, rn a late rc 
port of a committee ' of your honcuiable 
house, the * recommendation of what your 
petitioners humbly deem a wise measure of 
precaution loudly called for by the existing 
situation of the country $ namely, the sus- 
pension of the use of grain in the distille- 
ries of the kingdom, andJibw^J^^rictlon of 
fhem to the use of sugar for a limited pe- 
riod. — That in proportion to the satisfaction 
of your petitioners in so well-timed a recom- 
tnendation, is their regret in perceivinguthat 
meetings have been held in some parts of the 
country for the purpose of obtaining petitions 
to<your honourable house, against the mea- 
sure in question, as calculated t6 injure the 

farmers and discourage agriculture. ^That 

your petitioners humbly contend that this 
measure cannot produce those effects, as it 
appears by the report of your committee, 
that OQ an average of the last five years the 
importation of foreign corn into Great Bri- 
^in, has not been less than seven hundred 
and seventy thousand quarters per annum, 
which must of course have found a consump- 
tion, but Which can no longer be imported 5 
Whilir the quantity of corn used in the dts- 
tiUeries of the United Kingdom does not ex- 


ceefl seven hondted and eighty thooaantl 
quarters, and therefore the corn to be ex- 
cluded from the distilleries by the proposed* 
measure, supposing it to extend to IfelaUd 
as well as Great Britain, will only supply the 
place of the quantity hitherto impOrtecT from 
foreign parts. — ^Tbat in addition to this usual 
foreign supply (of which a large proportion 
has been received at Liverpool), there has 
been imported into this place from Ireland, 
on an average of the last five years, two hunr. 
dred and forty two thousand five hundred 
and twenty-ftve quarters of corn, flour, aitj^' 
oatmeal, per annum ; that during th^fterffid 
now past of the present year, this usual sups" 
ply has Ipeen greatly diminished, and in place 
of a continuance thereof, at this time, orders 
for the purchase of considerable quantities of 
wheat and oats have been received by mer- 
chants in Liverpool, from millers and others 
in Ireland, at unlimited prices, to be shipped 
from hence for the supply of districts in that 
part of the United Kingdom, where 
scarcity appears to be apprehended.--^ 
—That largo supplies of corn are annually 
received at* Liverpool Vrom Scotland, that 
these supplies during the present year have 
been much less than usual, owing to the 
deficiency of the last crop in several quarters 
in that part of the United Kingdom, all 
which tends to enhance still more the price 
of bread here, already too high for the 
labouring poor generally to afford, and par- 
ticularly the mniuifncturing poor, from the 
prcbent want of emp]oyment,^aod conse- 
quent depreciation of wages.— That' If any 
insuperable obstacles should prevent^ this 
restriction fiom being extended to Irelalre!, 
it appeals there would then be a deficiency 
of thiee hundred tliousand quarters of foreigji 
supply, to be provided for, if possible, by 
an extended cultivation of the soil of the 
United Kingdom, in older to meet tlie usual 
consumption of the country, without taking 
into the account the extraordinary supplies 
of com, flour, and bread, which, in the 
present situation of affairs must inevitably be 
wanted by the British West India Colonies 
from the United Kingdom, as well as that 
our allies the Swedes, bieing deprived qf 
their usual supply of bread corn from the 
opposite shores of the Baltic, and their own 
growth being generally inadequate to their 
ordinary consumption, may at this time be 
compelled to resort to this country for sup- 
pliesirof barley, which when mixed with rye 
is, as your petitioners are informed, used 
for bread in times of scarcity in Sweden.— 
Tbat<n the opinion of your petitioners, the 
prices of corn are likely to continue high* 
though they trust that the adoptioivof this 



. Bieaatira will prevent them from becoming ^ have rocourie to barle j breads wlibli* 
*"* exorbitant. That the advantage of eaorbi- they are not Mcustomed to use ill* 

taht ffrices even to the farmers is very qiies* •[ times of scarcity and comparative dear- 
tionahle, experience having shewn that they ness of other sorts of grain. ---That 
terminate eventually in uncommon depre- j^our petitioners conceive that the cohm 
ciation^ while, in the meantime, the evils lining ot the operation of the measure its 
that ensue to the public at large are unques- question to a single year» with a powervostedh 
tionabhr great : and your petitioners feel J*'* inajtsty in council to put an end to it 
assured that your honourable house will withip that period, if necessary, would be sot 
the good of the whole to be preferred guaided a proceeding, as under all the cir- 
a doubtful interest of one class ot the cunastanccs of the case, cannot reasonably 
feople, however numerous and respectable j e»cite in the minds of those conremed the 
a class, moreover, which being protected, least feeling of alarm or apprehension.— That 
* by a special act of 'the legislature, from the although your petitioners are anxious to ie« 
injurious efiects of an excessive depreciation commend the proposed measure to your 
of the prices of com in times of plenty, bv honourable house, on grounds of general 
bounties on its exportation, payable out of benefit, without reference to any partial in- 
the public revenue, ought, at other times, terests, yet they cannot be insennble of its 
in fairness and justice, to submit cheerfully to tendency to adord relief to the West Indiii 
such measures as may be necessary to guard colonies, in their present distressed situa^ 
the public against the contrary extreme which have been shewn to have pecu- 

of exorbitant prices, particulaily in the pre- 1 i sir claims on the consideration oi thelegii- 

sent peculiar situation of the country, and un- Mature, and which, in the apprehension of 
precedented state oflhe continent of Euro|>e. petitioners, affords a strong additionalar-.* 

^That with regard to the local •interests of g«ment m favour of this measure, more ^ 
any particular districts in which barley may pecially as (he preservation of the colonief 
be chiefly cultivated, your petitioners lium- ruin which threatens them, Iscoii* 

bly conceive they have a still less claim to fcssedly an object of the first national imports 
be put into competition with a measure of ^nce, as itapi^ars the at tide of sugar aloius 
general advantage j but yonr petitioners are annual duty of above three millioni 

of opinion, that even the local interests of to the countiy, that the manutactured goods 
the barley counties are now likely to be exported annually to these colonies have ex* 
materially affected by the proposed measure, <^ccded six millions in value, and that this 
for thouiili«hariey is the grain chiefly used is one of the psincipal reaming nur- 

in th/English distilleries, and though it senes for our seamen, and of employment 
apj^s there are some lauds in this king, for our shipping.- Your petitioneis therefore 
aim where no substitute for the crops ot that P*^®y honourable house will past 

grain can be resorted to without injuiy to ^ct to susppud the use of grain in the 
the farmer; yet, on the other hand, it distilleries ot Great Britain and Ireland, and 
appears there are also lands on which bar- to confine them to the use of sugar for ^e 
ley is grown where oats would prove an y***" ^ day of July neift, subject 

advantageous substitute , and when your fo a diwretionjiy power to be vested in the 
petitioners consider, that, of the quanti’y of coiintil, upon a suliicrent notice, 

barley annually produied in England, only to do away the suspension, ,'ind allow the dis- 
one sixteenth part, or thereabouts, has been tilleries toe nry on their tiade ly the accus- 
consumed in the distilleries, they cannot fonied inauiicr And your petitioners will 
doubt that such a change of culture might • 

take place as would "prevent barley from nrrrnrvT 

being reduced below its propoitionabl^ price OFEICusL PAPERS, 

compared with other grain, or if it should Report prow Lieut. Col. Robertson, Com^ 
for a time be somewhat lower than its just J inandant op Sn/lia Castle.^-— (Concludei 
proportion, it would soon, in the 'pinion from page &OO.J 

of your petitioners, find a more extended The fire from the breaching bat- 

consumption as bread corn, the effect of teries had been variously directed lift 
. which must inevitably be to raise it im its the evening of the 1 6 th, when tbi^ 

natural level ; in confirmation of which, bent their undivided fury against tk# 

your petitioners are enabled to state to your left bastion with such success, that the bfeoA 
honourable house, that of late, in *con- would probably have been practicable by 

sequence of the advance in wheat and oats, the following evening. It was underj'hMk 

as well as the reduction of wages, ^he circumstances that I received yourfUriers H 
lower classes in this county h^v^^Xdgun to evacuefe the castle, and have the grsal iatblb^ 
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ftetioti of reporting, that we accomplished 
this yeiterday tnonung, in full view of the 
oneaiy^ and without leaving nn individual 
behind. The approach of the boats from 
Faro gave the French full intimation of our 
design, but the tempestuous state of the 
wealbtf t)bljged us to seize the short oppor> 
tiuiky of an houi’s lull. — Kvery battery 
poured its utmost tiie upon the castlep and 
•obsequently upon the boats ; while infantry 
with neld pieces tried the breach on either 
ride.— The garrison was drawn o(F in succes- 
sion, and the enibaikation effected with the 
greatest order, notwithstanding the tremen- 
dous Are of grape, shells, C)nr loss in the 
cperatioii was small 3 and before we were a 
musket-shot distant, the Ficnch were in the 
fori— The masterly airangcment of the 
transport boats and man of war launrhers 
upon this occasion, doe-> high honour to 
Chipt. IVollope, of his majesty’s ship Eke 
tra, who personally superintended thissei- 
vice^ and the conduct of the ofKceis and 
men under him was marked with all the 
coolness and dexterity of British seimcn. 1 
regret to add, that one of them was killed 
ia the operation, and ten woundeJ, s'/OaC of 
them dangerously. The nnilorm goi 1 urn- 
duct of the gaiiison which I have Ind the 
gecfil fortune to command, demsmls my 
warmest gratitude 3 and their inti\pid spmt 
during the siege is hardly moie commend- 
able than the zeal with which tlicv ^ivent 
through the fatigues that preceded it — The 
detachment of the Royal Arfillery was high- 
ly conspicuous 3 the excellence of tneir 
gunnery was proved by the severe losses 
which the enemy has sustained 3 and J can- 
not too strongly express my sense ot the 
skill and indofagilable zeal whirh l.icut. 
Dunn has displayed throughouuhe siege. — 
I feel highly indebied to the exertions of 
Capt. Cruikshanks of the 02d, Jordan of the 
27lh, and Pi ingle of the 2isr, as well as to 

the oflScers aqd men undei them From 

Lieut. Dickons, of the engineers, I received 
evetry assistance ; and my adjutant, Lieut. 
Hadiield, of the 3 . 5 tb, has been throughout 
indefatigably zealous.— I cannot, conclude. 
Sir, without expiessing my particular thanks 
Nicholas, Assistant Qnarter-M aster 
General, whose abilities and activity render- 
ed him eminently useful. And I have the 
WtTsfaction of reflecting, that tlie support I 
b^VO received from all tanks lias enabled me 
to sell Scylla dear 3 and that General Reg- 
has obtained possession of this little 
heap of ruins with (he loss of several hun- 
dreds of, hi*) best troops. — ^'Lbe return of rur 
k.|[led'an(l,wouuded is annexed. We have 


lost some gallant men ; but Considering the 
weight of the enemy’s hre, the nnmber^is by * 
'no means great. — I have the honour to be, 

Sic. ^G. D Robertson, Lieut. Co(oneL 

Commandant Scylla Castle. 

To Ml). Gen. Sherbiooke, commanding hia 
Bnlish Majesty’s troops in S'.nly 
Return of tlie killed and w omioed of rhe 
detachments forming the British gar ^s fn of 
the Castle of Scylla, in Calabm. t »)m fh^‘ 
4 (h to the 17th of Feb J 808 , 1’/. — Rovt^ 
Artillery, 3 gfinners killed ; I brmiLaMli* r, 

8 gunners wounded — 27lh Ree l^t ba 2^ 
rank and file killed, 14 tank .Mid fi'e uoni fl- 
ed. — ( 58 th Reg .3 rar k and file kdb d, br i k 
and file wounded —()2(> Rig 2 rank aiu tile 
killed, 2 rank and file wounded — Total, 3 
gnnncis, 8 rank and hie killed ; 1 bombar- 
Jici, 8 gnnnerp, 22 rank and file wounded. 

(Signed) J. CvMj'Bi ll, Bng Gen. 

Adjutant-Gennal. 

Rrssi \ — Declaration pulhshed at Si. Pe^ 
terslmigh, Alanh \p, 1808 , in conse-* 
tftante of*the Anesl of tihe Rissian Am- 
hasndor at Slothio'm. 

1 *10 1 mperor liasinfoi medal I the cabinets of 
Em op.* a’.d his own subjects of his constant 
cndeavoiMs lo inlorctf his lights grounded on 
suhsisliiigtiCiitie» withSwc'len, and to obtain 
byS nine theieot the i o-opention oft is >Swe- 
dish majesty again 4 England. Aoei having 
pill sued these measuies for several months, 
ills imperial majesty was coiKcn^oiNV^ find 
tlui w'liile he was endeavoiuing to piese»yea 
good iiudtrstanding between Russia 
Sweden the latter prefentd the friendship m 
England his enemy.— Hisimpeiial majesty has 
not concealed from the king of Sweden, os 
all Euiope, that the welfare of his people 
lequired of him to employ all the means 
which Providence has bestowed on , hi m for 
the safety and Welfare of his empiie. — Faith- 
ful to his system of moderation, his majesty 
declared to the king of Sweden his readi- 
ness to conveit the step which be had re- 
luctantly taken, into a mere measure of 
pruaence, if the king would immediately, 
and without delay, perform bis engagements, 
and co-operate with him and the king of 

E enmark to shut the Baltic against the 
iiglish fleets.— The silence observed by the 
king of Sweden, the accounts given in public 
papers of the conclusion of a treaty, by 
which subsidies, a fleet, and pait of the 
land forces of Great Britain were placed at* 
the disposal of that monarch 3 in short every 
thing bespoke the real sentiments of that 
prince with regard to Russia 3 every thing 
cleaijy shewed, that his imperial majesty 
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^ could not expect any favourable change of 
the sentiments of the king of Sweden, and 
that i{ was time for his imperial majesty to 
secuB^ his subjects against the evils which 
had been secretly planned against them 
flis majesty was accordingly compell^ to 
alter the cliarartet of his measure — He has 
received intelligence that his ambassador in 
'%StocRholmontbe 20th ot hebrnary (J March) 
^a& put in a state ot aiiest by the kings 

5 ‘der, that all the peisons belonging to the 
Uisian embassy were also con^ned in one 
. house, by his command, that the said mo* 
naich had even proceeded so far as to order 
all the pspeis and letters of the embassy to 
be taken under sesl, and the whole mission 
to be guaided by the military, his majesty 
has theiefoie to complain of an act of vio- 
lence committed igainst his presogalivc and 
the dignity of his ciown, winch conceins 
all othei powers as will as himself Ihc 
diplomatic bod) , resident in Stockhol wi» 
so perfectly sensible of the^truth of this as 
sertion, tbit it imnicc|jilcl) pror>.sted i unst 
an act ot vio’tnc c unpic c JentciT in Lii ope, 
with thec\cepliou of Turkt) — inc iiiipc- 
rormijjhtuhc icpusal , butbehis pic/ciud 
to direct hia mn oters to inert ise the att n- 
lion which they ln\c alv ij s paid to tl ’Swe- 
dish ambassador who is»till in Pcici burorh, 
and to take care, that, should iic cliu^e to 
take his departure tiom hence, It iniy not 
experience any difficulty or i ipleasant pro- 
ceed mj^»i»his jouiney — His impen d ma- 
jestyJnereby informs all Puropein powers, 
tb^r from this moment, he consult m the 
iotoer Swedisli Fnlind, which his tioips 
have not been able to subdue, but m conse- 
quence of several aclions, as t piovii ce tou- 
que*'edby higaims, and tint he incoipoiatcs 
It for ever with his tmpiie His inijesty 
expects t(jat Pro\idcnce will conlinu to 
hle&s his arms in this wai , and t him to 
remove the evil trim the froiilui ot his 
empire, to wnich the enemies ot Russia cn- 
deavoui to expose him 

PoRTUCrAL -Proclamation ly General Ju 
not Dated Af}nl •}, ibOd 
The general m chief of the aimy of For 
tngal, understanding that many soidiers and 
inhabitants of the kingdom of Poitugal have 
suffered ihemselve^ to be deluded by false 
proclamations, published by the English, to 
proci re soldiers^ of which the Bntisli squad 
ron is to much in ne^d, and wishing to pre 
vent the misery ot those who maj heieafter 
become the victims of the peihdious insnmc- 
tucMMof tbaoQmmandersof that squadioii, it 
It decreed That all communication be- 
twecN) the {ringdom of Portugal ai}d the ves- 


sels belonging to the Englt^ tqu8dreii> be > 
expressly prohibited and that shcniM any 
vessel or boat, of any descnption, approdea 
the coast throughout all Portugal, under abt 
pretext whatever, (even with a flag of truce,} 
it IS ordered, that all officers commanding 
batteiies or foils, do fire^on them , Any oflS*« 
cer who shall suffer a vessel or boat to ap- 
pro i h the shore, shall be tiled by a court 
martial and bioke — II Any individual de- 
tected in endeavouiing to get on boat dan 
English vessel under any pietext whatever^ 
shnll be brought before a military committee, 
and condemned to six months imprisonment, 

01 to death, according to the case— III, 
Any mister or owtiei of a boat, or other in* 
d.vidml, who shall be proved to have factll- 
tUed ihe passage of any person to the Eng* 
lish squuiion, shall be bi ought before a mili- 
Hry committee, and tiiedasan iccomplioe 
V ith the enem) , and is an instigator and 
spv, ind be pani'^hcd ivith deith. — IV. Any 
induidiiil, convictc 1 of exciting the soldiers 
ol the Intnch and Poitnguese armjr to de-* 
sertion to any power whitever, will bo 
punijihcd by dcith is i crimp traitor —V. 
Anv'^ person who ®bill give information of a 
mistoi of 1 bolt buing conduced anyone 
to flit English squ idron, or iny person using 
tn-leavours to get theie, through the inter- 
vention of a crimp oi spy, on the fact being 
pioved, shall receive asarewaid the boat and 
< ne bundled cru/idr s for my individual, of 
tw o hundred for a crirAp or «py —VI All the 
propel ty of ti ose who have quitted Portugal 
up to this moment, and are gone off to the 
enemy s squadron, shall be sequestered, if 
thej do not leturn before the 20tli instant,. 
Ihe m igistntes in each depaitment will 
examine thf* respective inhabitants, and taka 
a list of those persons who have fled, and 
truismit thesime to tbeintendant general of 
the police — VJ I The Fiench military penal 
code^frum tbi>di> will be put in execution 
agmist the Portuguese um>, 4 igreitable to 
which every deserter on being ai rested will 
be puni^'hed with deaih — VIJI Thesecrala* 
ry of state, the commanders of the f lencb^ 
Spinish, and Portuguese armies, all magiif* 
tiatesaad ju«>tices of eveiy description, atw 
charged with the execution of this decra^ 
throughout the kingdom, and to make 
same generally known , any boats toond 
without a copy of this edict, shall ba seized'' 
aud sold for the beneUt of the captor 
ed) — JuNOT. 

SwFDEN ^The Kin^ of SweJMs Proefa* 
meUwn on ike Rupture oj the /ttifarcgitraer 
2iitk Prussia. Dated Steciholfn, 

AptiLSi, IflOfl. 
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We» Oagtavos Adotpims, by the grace of 
'God, King of Snueden, ot' the Goths and 
Vai^U, Ac* unto all oar true andioyal 
subjects, greeting -We herewith gracious- 
ly make koosmi to you, that his majesty, 
the king of Prussia# has declared to ua Aat 
all kind of interoourse between his dominions 
and Sweden is suspended, and that in con- 
sequence thereof aU trade and navigation to 
Swedish ports is prohibited under severe pe- 
nalties ; and that further, all Prussian har- 
bours are shut up against all Swedish ships. 
—This proceeding has not by any means 
been occasioned on our part $ the said go- 
vernment, reduced by French tyranny, af- 
fords a frehli proof of the oppression to 
which all states must submit, that entertain 
any connection with the French govern- 
ment. An unfortunate lassitude, which 
prevented Prussia from resisting in due time, 
has brought her to the distressed situation in 
which she is now placed — groaning under 
the domination of Prance, which still occu- 
pies n considerable part of the remains of 
that in iuarchy with a numerous army, not- 
withstanding the conclusion of peace. We 
commend you all and severally to the mei- 
uiful protection of Almighty God. — Gusta- 
VU6 Adolphus. 

Proclamation of General Arwfddt on enter* 
ing Norway, 

Inhabitants of Norway, — ^The Danish go- 
vernment lyis declarccf war against Sweden 
without any cause or provocation o i her 
part, and has increased the calamines v.hicli 
affected the North, and spontaneously sub- 
mitted to a toreign yoke. The Swedish 
troops therefore enter your country according 
to the laws of war, and in order to prevent 
hostilities from being committed on their 
own country. But the laws of war are car- 
ried into execution only by soldiers. The 
principal inhabitants of tJii. towns and coun- 
try, if they •excite no disturbances, shall 
enjoy ^^anquiHily and protection — ^The Swe- 
distf soldier, celebrated for order and disci- 
pline, respects the personal safety and pro- 
perty of the unarmed } and, should Provi- 
deihee bless his majesty's arms, the army 
iiiider my command, so far from proving 
hurtful to your different trades, sbaJl open 
your ports to commerce and importation, 
qaieken your industry, and secure in the 
Ndrfh m a^lum for loyalty and honour.— 
Augustus Maurice Armfeldt* 


jDuTCB Budget. - Cammittee of ti^ 
Council of State, consisting of Ar. AST. 
Fnn Leyden, Van Westhareninecht 
Cisupus, and Heinlopen, brought on the 
gt a instant, to the Legislative Body, tha* 
following Message, toting to the F^anr 
ces, ana in the Sitting of yesterday the 
Prtyet of d Decree, proposed in the Mes* 
sage, was adopted^^'^^Dated, Utrechtf> 
Match 30. ^ 

. The King to the Legislative Body 
Gentlemen;— We have charged a com- 
mittee of our council of state to present to 
you a prbjet of a law relative to the fitiances 

of this year. At the commencement of 

your present session, we expressed on our 
part a strong desire to adopt a definitive and 
permanent system with respect to the finan- 
ces, but since the 28th of November, afiairs 
have not been ameliorU»*d, and we have been 
under the mdispensible necessity of pruviso- 
rily shutting our ports. This extreme and 
painful ineas^iire ought to ensure to ns com- 
pensation, to which we have so much title, 
and affords an irrefragable proof of the sin- 
cerity and constancy of our efforts in the 
common cause. Thus we must postpone all 
idea of a definitive and permanent system 
until a maritime peace, when alone it will 
be possible to reduce our expenditure to the 
amount of our revenue."— It then goes on to 
*!tate, that the expenditure for I 8 O 7 had been 

78 . 000 . 000 florins, and the revtffiUq? only 

55.000. 000, leaving a deficit of 23, 00(j?W, 
exclusive ot prt v ions arrears. 1 o meet 

a loan of 40,(XX),0fX) had been negotiated, 
which produced 38,000,000; the 15,000,000, 
after providing for the deficit, was applied to 
the p.iyment of arrears. The estimate of ex- 
penditure for 1808 is 74,000,000, whilst the 
revenue is not estimated to produce more 
than 50,000,000. —It is said in this part of 
the Message, We cannot dispense with 
m.aintatning in a good state the squadrons of 
the Texel and the Meuse. We announce 
with pleasure to the Legislative Body, that 
as the price of our efforts France has express- 
ly engaged to procure the restoration of our 
colonies, and particularly those of Guiana.*' 
To meet the deficit ot the present year a 
sort of forced assessment is proposed, which 
was adopted by the Legiaative Body, by 
which those paying it are to become credi- 
tors bf the state to the amount required. 
This is resorted to instead of a loan. 
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Undoubtedly 9 no report could spread through the kingdom, rebii\ctodny ^.toppace in the Distillery^ 
which would not immediately SINK the price ol barley '* | — Mii Ar j li ub \ouno s Evidence before the 
Committee. 

if*' The price of barley has RISEN in consequence of the sittmjj of the Committee, and the discussion of tl 9 
* intended measure for stopping the distilltries **— Mr Coke, Mr Jostlr» Mr PoNbOMi\, SiR 
“ Henry Mildmay, &c &c Speeches in t it House of Commons 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS 
Corn against Sugar — Tttis ques- 
tion, after having gone through a pretty good 
discussion out of doors, has, at last, come 
before the House of Commons, upon 1 mo- 
tion of Loro Binning, made on Thurscld}, 
the 19th instant, to refer the report of the 
select committee to a committee of the whole 
House ——Upon this motion the House, 
after a long debite, divided^ for it 122, 
against it 108, of couise, thei'^was a majo- 
I ity of 14 for going into the Committee — 
This subject, owing to the prmcipU'S that it 
involves, is of great and singulai public im- 
portance, and, owing to the discussion hiv 
ing been conducted free fiom considei itions 
of party i that discussion is ivorth) of the at- 
tention of the public It must be interest- 
ing, too, to hear what has been said in par- 
liament upon a matter respecting which so 
muc^ii&s been said elsewhere i and fheie- 
toreilfshall heie insert an account of the de- 
li^, as I find it given in the newspapers ; 
for, though the teport of tlie speeches will 
not be found here nearly so full nor so cor- 
rect as It will be found in the rei,iilar Parln- 
Bientary Debates, yet, the subvtance of the 
greater part of what was said may be col- 
lected, ami it H necessary that whatever ob- 
servations piesent themselves to me should, 
to answer any useful purpose, be m ide with- 
out delay Lord Binning rose nur^ 
suant to the notice he had given some time 
ago, to make a motion on the subject of 
** the Distilleries Previous to moving that 
the house should go into a committee, *he 
would expldio thenatuie of the Resolu- 
tions he meant to offer in that commit-* 
** tee, and the nature and causes of the 
** changes made in those Resolutions s nee 
'' he had first announced them. The topics 
involved in the Report were important 
" and momentous, and the highest antbori- 
*' ties differed among themselves upoR the 
principal points The committee wasap- 
pointed m tlie first mslaoce to consider 
of the mean# of affording relief to Ue 


West India proprietors and merchants, 
** and the order, undu w inch the counnilteo 
assembled, diicctcd the committee to jn- 
" quire, whether the most immediate and 
efiectiial means of lelief would not be to 
** confine the Distilloiies to the use of Sugai 
** and Molasses alone In the course of this 
** inquiry, it became necessaiy to ascertain 
how br the agiiculiure of the countiy 
would be afiecled by such a restiiction, 
** and this investigation k J to the knowledge 
‘‘ of facts, which established thewisddiu 
** and necessity oi the lestriction, exclusive of 
all consi({er*\tion wintsoeverof the lutemts 
oi theW Indi 1 1sl uids It was impossible 
“ fostpnrate the two questions , but this he 
would siy, that neither he nor the com- 
miltee could hive recommended the Re- 
solutions they htd done, if the interest of 
the countiy, disgnct from those of the 
West liuld proprietois, had not, in the 
opinion ol the committee, rendered sucU 
measuies necessary Ihe committee find 
ing that this countiy was gc nerally depen- 
dent for a sufficient supply of corn and 
flour upon loieign countries, and that thi** 
** supply was cut oft m the present state of 
Lurope, w ilhout any prospect of a sufti- 
** cient resource in he last veai'scrop of 
this country, thought it light ^sa precaii- 
tibn agiinst fimine to stop ^he distillation 
fiorn coin, w .h a view to a more ample 
and satisfactory suppl) of sustenanci^for 
tne people. Here the noble loid went in- 
to a statement of the quantity of corn im 
** ported into G Britnn annually, and con» 

*' tended, that the saving, by the prohibition 
of the Distillei les, would be 470 000qi8« 
which would covei more than ba'f tbede^* 

** ficiency created by the stoppage of impor-^ 
tation, and more than the whole importa- 
** tion of oats Undei these circumstancit 
** It seemed right to suspend the distillation 
from corn, with a discretional y power t<|i 
the privj council, to extend or to air * 
** end to the resti ction as circuBOii^iKfisi 
may require Ihis was the substance o£ 
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tilt* ReRolatvon^ of the committee, lesola- 
tion^ which they never \tonld hive comt 
to on account of the We t India mer- 
chanis if the circumstinccs ot the tim s 
had n )t rendered them n^^cessarv with a 
view to the geneial int^rc tsot thecoiin- 
“ try H* argued on tlie pr nciple, that the 
'' distie'isof one class ot the common ty 
** ought not to be rr in died by b»irthenyig 
* .mother cl is» Hu he d^- m d the appiica 
tion oi the pnn^ijlein the pre-icnt m 
** stance 'I he sufl». i m of the West Iijdn 

mcrchints were great , but the relic there 
proposed went diiecilv to remedy thedis- 
•• tress piO'^ent or eventinl of the country, 
and relieted the cli'tfiess of the West India 
propiietors only ci Hate dly G Britain 
** imported annually on m a^tisge 770 000 
** qrs of giain from fouign countrus From 
aome of these countnes 1 iportition wa» 
" now impossible I lom Amenn, incon- 
** sequence of the embiigo, corn could not 
" now be recened, ipJ tl>ere wis no pros- 
pect of the impediment being speedil) re 
moved The supply of hsi haivesl wti 
not suffirienHy abundant to have a surplus 
fund that might b^ relied on Ihe stock 
hand was tar sho^t of the probible de- 
mand In the south of England theciop 
was abundant, in ollurpirtsit not 
The crop ct wheit wis in gtii’*! il good, 
the crop of barky wisslioit, and tbit ot 
pulse good foi nothing [Here the noble 
lord cited the e\idcnie ot the witnesses 
•* before thtf coimiittee, bi ginning vilIi 
** Ml A Young, 111 order to csiibhsh that 
** the genci li crop of list)t 11 \\ is shoit, and 
the su,^pl> m the coniitiy insulfn itnt ] 
The stoppige of disinhuon fiom gram 
would bo \ lequ ite to tlv inpiitilion ot 
470 0nO(]rs III the pusMit cirvumstn 
Ces it lee ned cssenti .1 to di\cil so lirg^* 1 
sttppl) fro n luxLii) to ntccsM > It wis 
objet ted to the m isnic, th it it 1 iid d^wn 
a bad p-ccedcnl tt luling i coco na^e th * 
perpetual iiteiu 'i piiliaioent in 

8»ch cases But the ciicum’^t n '’sof th* 
present csso w "c pet. li ir, and unless the 
same identicd ciuunisuntcs ex st^*d, the 
precedent coul i not ipply It wis said 
the quiiiiitv of grnn to be s )V n next year 
would be dun nshed by the stoppage 
" B'lt the quantity to be sown depended on 
the puces, and the present pticcs weiefar 
from being low. Instead of filling, they 
'' had risen since the present measure bid 
' been announced Plere the noble lord 
cited accounts ot prices sent to him, which 
shqwcd fi continued use in the price of 
coin in the last two weeks In ScotLand 
' m i»articahi , the pccouiitb stated that the 


distillers bad determined to atop whether 
” there was a piovision to that eimt or not. 
"'If the business could have been coefve- 
" nienflv g( ne into last night, he was pre- 
" partd to offer a resolution for restricting 
" disiillfttioi) fiom corn for 12 months from 
"July 1, 1808, wuh permission to the 
" king and council to do away that restne- 
" lion wh**ne\er in aburdant crop should 
" render it aa\ 1 st able or safe so to do, Un- 
" dcrstanding, hovie\ei, that a number of^ 
" tbo most tofmickble opponents of the 
" measure mi^ht be conciliated by delay 
" and representation, and that substantial 
" go'Kl m^ght be done with less difficulty by 
" afF>rding the meins of piivate arrange- 
" ment, he had pu* off his motion till this 
" (1 i} rills was the sole cause of the delay, 
" wl ch was cntiiely distinct from ministe- 
" ml motives The object of attaining tlie 
" same good with unanimity, was with him 
" mtt t important He had therefore made 
" the adjournment from jesterday, and he 
" h d also made ‘ome changes in the Reso- 
" lul ions he Mtended to* propose, which he 
" hidicasonto think wmuld render them 
" niuie generally acceptable It had been 
" fbjected by the Irish gentlemen, tint the 
" lUpoit of the Committee, by proposing 
" to prohibit the importation of Irish spirits 
" into Fnghnd went to a violation of tlie 
" aiticles ot union As nothing could be 
" hiriher from his wish, than to interfere 
" with this compact in the slightus^^^gree, 
" this prohibition was to be now m^ted. 
" Ihe fiist Resolution he meant now\ao 
" piopose.was, thatafterthe Jstof July, arfth 
" thence to the 1st of Oct next, all distilla- 
" tion from corn, giain, flour, meal, pota- 
" toes, and bi . 111 , should cease throughout 
" the United Kingdom, and 2dly, that ii 
" should be lawful for his maiesty in coun- 
" til, after the ist Sept t-o continue the le- 
" slriclion I 11 ’ajs alter the conimence- 
" ment ot the next session of parliament. 
" Thus, it the ensuing harvest should be a 
" good one, the restriction might expire at 
" oiii , if It should not, his majesty might 
" continue the restraint till paihament 
" fliould provide such remedy as its wi«>doni 
y may think 6t It was intended also to re- 
" duce the duty on wash made from sugar. 
" Ibesepiovisions, it was proposed, should 
" be extended to Ireland But as his in- 
" formation on the state of that part of the 
" United Kingdom was not so complete, be 
" would leave the details ot the arrange- 
" mdhis, so fir as Ireland was concerned, to 
" be afterwards settled and explained. He 
" miden»tood, however, that government 
had teemed information fiom Ireland, 
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'* Stating it to be adviseable to stop the dis- mittee had commenced its 

tilleries at present. If after the ensuing had recently risen in sequence <if tfi« 
'' 'harvest Ireland had a superabundance, this ** agitation produced by the iiivcstigatlpn pf 

**, jcountryor Scotland could not fni to afford '' the committee. The report itself aHow- 

^ a vent for that surplus. With respect to " ed, that every permanent inteifereiic# 

** the West India pirt of the meSsare, he with the present establi'-hed system o£ 

did not think right now to enter into " agriculture was injurious ; and it expresi- 

d,. tails, 'ihe committee continued to " ed great reluctance at adopting even a 

^'•employ itscU* sedulously on devising the "•temp )rary restraint. [Here the hon. genf, 

, " means of rcMuedying the distresses under " enteieJ into a detail of ihe miinagement 
'* which the West India interest unhappily of barley farms] In this species of cti)* 

" laboured. The distress df the Wesf India Ipre, and that of wheat, an increase of 

inleiest was urgent, undeniable, and se- " one-fomlh had taken jdace within 1$ 

" vere. Many who had been till lately years. I'he impoitation had propoition- 

** opulent, were now in a stats- pf distress, “ ably diminished, and the duetualion of 

and the m )st wtMithy were in curtailed ** (he price of coin had materially lessened, 

circumstancc.s. The supplies sent out to The measure went to check the establish- 

'' w'oik iliLM^slates were still as expensive as ed system and do away the progressive 

*' ever. The present distress of the West ** impiovement. With lespeet to tlie West 

India iiilerest arose, not from w'ild specu- ** India planters, he doubted whether they 

lation, but from the shutting of the con- stood in need of relief. The demand for 

** tinental market, a mischief whi' h Eng- sugars had lately increased so much as to 

** land had brought on Uie colonies, and was create a i aJvanceof 6s perewt. onor.eai^ 

therefore in a particular* degree called tirle. This demand had aiiseit*from expofe 

upon to relieve and remedj-. The ques- • tation.ThedlsiressoftheWestlndiaplanters 

lion now bofoic the house was, hovsever, hadnoclaini upon parliament any morethan 

'' purely a British question. The relief that of any ether class of men, — the Stafi* 

the We'^t India interest was merely inci- fordshire potters for instance. A propo* 

'' denial to the primaiy object of providing sition of the same natuie as the present 

** a security against the apprehension of “ had been brought foiward in Mr. Pilfa 

scaieitv in G. Biitain. Th.it tins relief to “ tinro. But it was found the revemio 

the West India intciest could be inndeii- ** would suffer materially from it, and it 

tally introduced, was a gieat Hvlditional wa-» given up. Was (be eliancellorof (he 
** rec(>'..meudalion of the in asnie he in- ** exchequer prepared to this ineasnr# 

I -tided to propose. If the rcstnciion was " would noi hint the revenue, or’w.'is hp 

necessary as a measuie of precaution, it " piepared wiih a remedy for the defaJc»* 

'* could not too soon be c.ii lied into eitect. ** tion ' Ihc land wms alieady suthciently 

'' If it was not, the dispute could not be I " builheiK^d w'lih land-tax, pioperly-tax. 


tqo soon put to rest. He nio\ed tint the 
report be referred to a commiftec of the 


'' whole house, and he anticipitf‘d fiomthe 
'' moderation and the good sense of the 
gentlemen present, that the wishes of the 
CO nmittee would be carried into ctFecl.*'— 
Ma, Coke (of Norfolk) agreed that this 
question ouglit to be set at rest. He was 
*' sorry to observe a practice of suspending 
** the statute of Wm. and Mary, which was 
the best security of the agriculture^)f^this 
'' country, by affording the means of dispo- 
" sing of the surplus produce. The brewe^ 
'' ries and distilleries took off this surplus. 
''If their use of cernw^as stopped, the de- 
*' maud munt be le$<iq|ped, the price must 
ffiH, and the growth and supply of : 


** course be diminished. The landed gen- I 
" tlem^n did not seek (o mainlain com at 
" the highest possible price. ^11 they sought 
" was a sure sale and a saving price, without 
" which the land w’ould not be cuJiivJteVl. 


" Thc’|>rka[&tb^ year was lew 1*11 this coin- 


I and lyllips, and it might be expected that 
“ gentlemen would not go out ot their way 
" lobuiiben it, fv)r the West India pUnteni, 
'• lie was sure the West India inleiest* was 
'' at the boilom of this measure j for tilt 
^leir distress was rcpie-jented as aosetere, 
" this measure was never illhugbt of Ho 
" had no objection to the stoppage of the 
" use of gram in the disiilleiiea, if it sITbuld 
" be necessary. The government ought to 
" have the discretion to imjiosc oi lo re- 
*' move this resiiit lion when corn shou|(l 
" come to a ceilain price ind’caiive of scat* 
*' city or of abund mcc Sir Wf* 

** CuKTis avowed himself a fiiend to tl^ 
" agricultural interests of the country^ and 
'' denied that they were at all injurtfd by. 
'' the present measure, the policy of 
*' was more than adequate to counteradl, 

V every other objection ” Sxi^. JohJiT^ 

“ S'.vcLAiR said that he might havel#asob* 

" jectiun than he had to Uie present 
•' sure, i^hc could bo assured ^ihat it WR» 
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founded upon a system of general policy, with very bad eflectt, and he was by no 
'**'aud not local interest ; for he was there ** means fond of the idea of encouraging 
not as a man locally interested by the "r the practice. In order to shew that jthe. 

views of any particular place, or any one country might be sufRciently supplied 

'' set of men, but as one of the nembers of with grain, he adverted to the excellent 

parliament for the United Kingdom, and effeeV^ that had resulted from Mr. Wes- 

as such Jie could not see any advantage to tern's act by the increase of agriculture, 

be derived fioin the substitution proposed, He was a wise minister that assented to 

” but did apprehend a great deal of niibchiet. that act, and resisted the clamour rai^ 

The hon. baionet then adverted to the against it at the time. Though the im- 

great advantage that resulted to the reve- mediate effect of that niight have been to 

nnc from the giain distillery, and asked, ** raise the pric^ of corn, yet the ultimate 

whether with all this profit from the land- ** effect was to render it cheaper, as it ena- 

holders, bc.sidps the property tax and bled the landholder to raise corn upon 

otheis, it was a wiae or a Just measure to those acres upon which none could other- 

•• throw any obstacle in the w»ay of the cul- wise haVe been produced. He meution- 

tivatioii of land, and to diminish its pro- ** ed, as another reason, the improvement 

duce? With respect to the sugar distil- ** in the breed of cattle, by which in Scot- 

great as the injury would be to the " land, and other places, doable the quanti- 

landed interest, this boon would be pro- tyof meat was produced, with the same 

dttetive of very little advantage to the '' quantity of animal provisions, so that much 

growers of sugar. The high price of bar- ** less land was necessary for pasture, and 

** ley and otJier grain in Scotland was part- more was left for the production of gram, 

'' ly owing to the great quantities that had of which the prices had never before been 

been bought and distilled there, from an '' so regular. Jn Devizes, and other places in 

appreheubion oi this prohibition of distil- the neighbourhood, more giain had been 

lat ion from grain. As to what had stored up than ever had been known at 

about the advantage which this probi^ ** any former peiiod $ and the present rise 
bitioQ would prove to the people, he ob- in the pi ice of grain was owing to the 

served, that he was of a totally different al inn of the distillers, who had been buy- 

opinion, and in this he was supported by ing up, and distilling as much of it as pos- 

** very high authority on (he subject. As to ** sible, from an apprehension of this mea^ 

the stoppage of loreign importation, he sure. Still, Jiowcver, if the proposition 

** hoped that we might sfion have an oppor- had come from the chancellor of the ex- 

tun rty of importing fiom America, as vre ‘‘ chequer, or any responsible mluisler of 

already might from our own colonies in the crown, be w^ould not have been so 

the north of that continent. But besides ** much inclined to persist in objecting to 

this, the measure might be made use of a discretionary power of stopping the dis- 

" as a precedent foi iniciference with the I illation from giain, if the circumstances 

'* production of corn, a thing which it was of the country should require it, without' 

most important to guard against. Jf any “ reference to the case of the West India 

rational plan of relief could be proposed “ plantcis. But as the proposition came 

for the West India interests, lie would ** from the noble lord it must be considered 

gladly concur in it. But he could not ** as founded on the Rcpoi i of the comroit- 

consent tliaMhey should thus be relieved tee, which had been appointed for the 

at the px)iense of a paiticular class of the specific purpose of examining what me- 

cqjjpmuiii^. The appiehension of sucha ** tliod of relief could be adopted for the 

'' as this had excited the greatest ** planter^. If this disci etionary power was 

** nann throughout the country; and it was re(|qjred with the view of affording such 

important in every point of view that it ** relief, and not solely to be directed by the 

'' slKMild not receive the sanction of the le- circumstances of the country, abstracted 

gislature.’* — '' Ma. Curwen gave credit from this consideration, the interests of 

to the noble lord, for the manner in which ** agriculture must be shaken to the centre, 

he had brought it forward, but asked without much benefit to the colonies. If, 

‘ how he had come to change his opinion, by ^he contest in \^icli we were engaged, 

and swerve from the Report in one day ? many should be turned from commercial 

How'cvcr, he would not argue from the to agricultural pursuits, it would be such a 

Report, but take the proposition as it now^ souRoe of strength to the country, that so 

' stood. With icspect to the lodging these' ** far from its proving fatal to us, we might 

’* dUcfeliouary powers in the crown, he ” conic out of It in a better condition than 

' Ihoiight that this system was attended before. He mention^ as a proof of this 
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tb6 great improvement that bad taken 
place in the agricultural system of Nor- 
• ** folk, by which every 7th acre was empley- 
ed in raising winter food for cattle — 
"^fn other places not more than the one- 
hundredth. If the same plan should be 
** adopted ill other places, a sufficient quan- 
tity of meat would be produced to aftbrd 
half a pound ot meat a day to 10 millions 

of people.” “ Mr. Marryatt could 

i not agree with those who thought that 
the interests of the We^t India planters 
were to be thrown entirely out ot const- 
** deration, and maintained that a case of 
the utmost distress had been made out by 
** them Wljen the account of fhe Ameii- 
** can embargo aiiivud, he, along with 
others, as a dopulatioii from the West In- 
dia committee, waited on the chanc'elior 
of the exchcciuer to a^k, whether govern- 
** ment w^ould ronseiu that the restrictions 
on the exportation of com to the colon its 
would be taken ofF^ And upon this being 
" refused, it was suggesftd tjjat sugai might 
be substita»^ed felt giain in il e distilleries, 
as this would be only lelieving them with 
** the money tint waa sent to be paid to lo- 
rtigneis tor com. It ought to he remem- 
** beied that in former committees on this 
'' subject the plan went to the bieweiies 
'' and to the distillation of molasses 5 at 
piesent it went no farther than the distil- 
leries and distillation from sugar ; s > that 
the measure was much simplified, and 
the financial difficulties in a great measure 
** got rid of. It ought also to be kept iii 
view, that the committee still continued 
its labours, and had a report in forward- 
** ness pointing out a permanent phn of le- 
’ lief, by which any recourse to this niea- 
'' sure in future would be rendeied unneccs- 
sary. He denied that the system of agri- 
culture w’ould be deranged, for the crop 
** of this year was in the ground, and before 
** the next year's crop could come in, the 
measQre would have answered its pur- 
** pose, and of course cease. He also de- 
** niedthat the general interests of tbecoun- 
** try would be at all injured, s’lpce the 
quantity of corn thrown into the m&rket 
** would be so much less than what had 
been commonly imported. The hon.bl- 
** lonet opposite had not sufficiently dist.n- 
'' guished between the effects of a tempora- 
ry and a permanent measure. He^allow- 
ed that if the plan was to be permanent, 
it would be injurious, but no such thing 
** was in contemplation. If agriculfure had 
increased, the population must have kept 
'' pace with it, for the importations ba^l not 
** been at all diminished ; and in the pre- 


m 

sent circumstances of the couhtty 
** ought not to trust entirely to a future 
vest for making up the supply bdPmre 
rived from foreign countries. White iho 
colonies take goods from liie mother 
** country to th,e value of Q millions, whilb 
they paid g millions to the revenue, airf 
** while the trade employed 20,000 seaeje^g^ 
^lugar had for the last 3 years been s^nA 
** ^it a price insufficient to support 4he e7 
penseof cultivation. He referred m tho 
** official papers in the Report, in order Ih 
** shew the mistake of those who imaging 
'' that too much sugar was raised. The glut 
** bad been occasioned by the stoppage or ^ho 
'' foreign market, and the admission of tto 
'' sugar of the captured colonies into the 
home market, contrary to the good faith 
'' on which our own colonists had rested. Ha 
furtl er contended, that theie was no jo« 
tention here to relieve one class al the 
expense of another. The Jandboldera 
were in possession of an advantage whick 
" the fdriunc of* war had gi\en them, and 
they ought, out of that advantage, to allow 
** something to other subjects of the empire^ 
on whose interests the war had produced 

an eftbet so injurious.” " GfimmAi. 

Gascoyne bad understood that the ques- 
tion had been postponed yesterday, with a 
** view to some compromise, but what that 
** was he was yet to learn, for he saw from 
the agiicultural gentlemen nothing but 
** the mi'st poiisteil opposition. But he 
** should like to J.now by wltom that com- 
promise was made 01 vsbo authoiised it ? 
** Ibe committee was no paity to such a 
compromise, and the bon. member for 
** Norfolk had shewm no uu ^nation to com# 
into the noble Jord'-i prop ition. But 
after all the*dclusion, ancTall the clamour 
that had been axcited on this subject, 
** it appeared, after all, liom wdiat the 
noble lord said, that the question wai 
***to be discussed without yjference to the 
** relief of the sugar plaiiteis! What, had 
** the committee been appointed forJisut to 
consider of a mode of affording them re- 
** lief? And was he now to abstain fioni 
" stating their distresses > The advocates 
** of the high price of provisions refused any 
** relief fo the planters till a scarcity should 
** take place, when iliey w'ould humanely 
** permit them tosharelheprohistliLyderived 
** from the distress of the country. If the 
** planters were to be relieved only by t h\ 
calamity of the country, he w ished tli / 
might be long without relief. It had b<*' u 
said th.’t the colonies weio well rep»f- 
sented in parliament. Howdidtuat ap« 
" pear ? There never was any objecticu to 
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** profit the high duties imposed on their the noble lord, by his Resolutions, propo« 

•'produce. They were valuable as a sub- sed to apply it to the whole of the United 

ject of taxation; but when they became a ^Kingdom. Many, he said, were not 

subject of legislation, then they ueiede* awiie to what extent the Resolutions 

** graded as well as injured, as in the in- would go It was to one paragraph in jbe 

** stance of the bill that passed two > ears ago. Repoi t that he wished particulai ly to call 

ARcr stating the impossibility that the co- the atfc ntion of the house. He then read 

** lonies could keep up the competition in the pai agraph that stated the reasons foi 

the foreign miiket with the Amenenns, not applying the measure to Ireland ; and 

who supplied the enemy with the sugrir obseived, that in this the committee were 

of their own coionies, the hoii gen ad uiiniiinious, and vet the noble loidcamc 


Vetted to the opinion of the rcpicsentativc 
** of the county of Norfolk, thit the sitting 
** of the coinniitte'* bsd raised the prne 
of gram He affirmed, on the contiarv, 

** that hid it not been for the sitting of the 
" comniiitcc, the pine vould have been dou- 
ble (n loud latighj — he meant of com se, 

** that the i ise would have been double 'I he 
distress of the colonies w is not only seveie, 
but uigent, and ihe admission < f gi nn in 
totbedistilleiie. w is the on 1} mo lent t ii- 
** ly relief, and it thi'i wis tL^iied at the 
** end of thcse^sion.all thcpievioi '•piofccd 
** ings could only be considLr.d as a tub 
thrown out to amuse the ph»rikrs* 

** — — Mh Cuutf did pot intend, when 
he came intJ the house, to hive slid 
al^'thing, but Lalusohed to leivclhe 
dis( usuon to those who i oul i io the s h- 
jec t so much more ] .u e But he 
could not avoid t ikti g notice- ol the ns 
pulsions wh ch had lict n c i'*! e n fht conn- j 
‘M’v gentlemen bv ih ' geiKnl imdei the 
" gilleiv — s tiling the less to b. •. npiisc 1 u 
as coming ti )i.j in iiowcd idv jcaieet e 
slave tilde 1 he oi)p )-.iii m to ihi-» ruf i- 
snie, he oheived, v as founded on the 
clMrcst 'lid m ist solnl pimciplc’*, an 1 he 
niost to stKiiinmslv joi leil in it Irile 
mi;h^ snd i Joi a tune, wiihoui m> gretr 
** loss tithe tom u inity, nr a‘I tli g m a 
m lien lUkgite the 51 t r 1' iiitt rest', But 

it wi> lar oineivvnc will agiuultuic 
wdien tint was iniurcdth '/hole tounicy 
ma^t be injunti \y h it N<it]jiiig, tlieie- 
for-, ought to CO no iniu competition 
WMtfl this greit iiitionil object This 
m isnre, if pissed, 'viaild deiangc the 
agiicultunl sjiiem, a iddimgcMhe whole 
me hod of noppug "1 he agricultuial 
** inkiests on 'lit mr sure’; to pay fo. the 
spcculitions of ihe coloiiisrs. On these 
'' gioiinds he would oppose the m»asuie 
With le pect to the miputU'onsof llie ge- 
•' neral under the gdleiy, he would IcMve 
It to others rogive liim a detailed answei," 
Mr jAi^bs Fitzgeiialt> would consi- 
tier the case on the evid* nee in the Re- 
pmt,#uwhere it wis recommended nut to 
" extfind thb meawre toil eland — and ytt 


forward and proposed, that the meabuie 
should extciiu to Ireland, without men- 
tioning any ground foi thib alteration, 
Thmigii gentlemen had been almost put 
to the toe Hire 111 ordci to c xtiact evidence 
fiom liiem that Mve measure mmhi be ap- 
plied to Ii eland, yet »! e result vv<ts against 
it He would oppo^t .keis leaving 

the eh ni ’* — “ 1 m ' .ianclllor of the 
I'vciiLttuih obseivca, that gentlemen 
had alluded to a c )m|)romise. He was 
not ivv lie ot anv such compiomise, nor 
hid lii> noble fuend, a^ fu is he under- 
stood him, a’.flirmed tjnt any had taken 
place. II tlitie Ipd been any coinjiio- 
mise, a id an> disi ledii attached to it, the 
lion gt uial hn icitainly shiwii that he 
was no piit^ to 't, and that none of the 
duudit wtid 1 lest wiih him. He under- 
stool Ills 1 1 hlu fiiciuito have said, that 
he hid poi'piiud his r “-olatious on the 
imcr diy, lioin an idea, aiising from 
tlu natu’e of me ohjci ^lons, that atrial 
oi ^h* * ) be in i(k u licther the pioposilions 
niighl 11 }l be so li imed as to conciliate 
gei iJoiiiLn on both skIls But he certain- 
ly had IK) recoikvm 11 that his noble friend 
pictcndLci ihat 1 c could compromise the 
mitttr, 01 hi 1 he an) a'lthoiit) to do so. 
llie hun geneiilhui cliaigid hib noble 
fiKiuI with h wing left the disticss of the 
su^ar pi inters out of the question, .though 
the cominitke h id been expiessly appoint, 
cd lo dtvise a plan foi their relief. He 
did not think that his noble fiiend Ind de- 
paited liom the chancici 01 spiiitot the 
Keport, li r ibe moasuie was there recoin- 
inencied only with a v ew lo th*' diminish- 
cck s6pply ot corn, and a powei was ac- 
cordingly recommended to Le vested in 
sthe Clown, to stop the s'lspeiision when 
the continuance of it should be inconve- 
nient or mjuiiuus to the agiicultural inte- 
lests, and not desirable vMth a view to pie- 
xenlf a scarcity of food. If liis noble 
fiieiid then felt that a notion prevailed, 
that: ^hc design was to remunerate the 
sugar plantcMs, and tosjciifiie the landul 
to the Wcst-Iiidia interest, was it not ex- 
pedient that the thing should be placed 04 



V its true ground, and that it should be 
stated, that, independent of the Wcst- 
India interest, there vtere good reasons 
t ffir the adoption ofs ich a meisure ^ lint 
his view ot the st bj( ct, and iht view 
of his noble fi tend, ^ ho had kept strictly 
■ to the spirit of the Report IIil bon ge- 
neial was, however, indignant at the de- 
lay, and said, that trom the Isi of Jul) to 
llie 1 st of Oct , the distillents would be 
stopped at any rate Bu^ his noble friend 
** here again h <d only toll 3 wed the spirit of 
the coinniittee s recomnieddition, foi the 
committee bad pioposed thit the susp^i- 
Sion should commence tiom the 1 st of Ju- 
** ly and continue till July tnes follow- 
** ing year, still leaving a disci ctionary 
power with the Clown Ihe proposition 
** of his noble fiicnd, that the disiiliation 
from sugir should comiiictKe on the Jst 
'' of Jul), and continue till Oct, with a 
'' disci etionaiy power in tin ciown to r on- 
** tinue It still further, till JO diys aft r the 
meeting of the ne\i session of piiliamtut, i 
** was in ‘‘iibbtance ^irtl} coitcspondcnt to [ 
the Repoit (Gtn Gasovnfe said across 
the tible, thiC he had und r^cooi that 
the sugar was not to be substit red be 
tween July and 0 (t except 1 1 i ci*t of 
** scatcit;) 111 It, me' l t would luv it 
forded some giound f )i the hon Sjcnctal » 
objection, but hia iioble fi nil 1 h Icxpr 'i, 

' ly stated tbit sngai w is to be nb 4 f tuted, 

** and the hon guici il m t Kcollcct tli it 
he bid mentioned his intention of piopos 
“ inga icduelion of the du*} on su^u w i«!h 
in Older to enable the disliileiics to ein- 
ploy sugai with adv intage Aiioti f^i lei 
“ sin foi desiiing an iiiteiv il w is to con- der 
•. Imw the (htheult), with i spt.Lt to fre- 
hnd, could begotoier I lie hon ijent 
(Ml 11 -• ^'•raid) wno hid cxpitssed hiin- 
" sell so ,stK)ii.,ly wiili legaid to i ucom- 
*' mendnlian ot the com nittce, which he 
considered as an attemut ti \ olate the 
act of union, was hu if) i iscmable iii 
his objection to a co npiomisc bv which 
" that difficulty was dune iwn^, tand the 
Resol ition p-oposed 1 1 such a shape 
'' as made It a eommo i qiu stion with i^e- 
spect to both countries lint this reii 
" dered the proposition moie dilheult he al 
** lowed , but when boili couuiiies weie 
united, and the liade in grun peifectly 
Ire'' between them, it appeired that theie 
was no step cli it could be t ikeii to wvo 
the gmn hero that did not ecpnlly apply 
tolrelind When theie w is abundance 
“ or scarcity in once huiii), they wonfd be 
** equally felt in the oiIkt If tie piicts 
bore weic high, ihej <be 


bigh'^bare, imd vice versa, 90 fbat ^he 
same measure of precaution ouglit 40 
'' apply to both It this had been soidy a 
“ competition of inteiests, there was no 
** question the landed inteiest ought to have 
the prefcienee, but wb n another inie- 
** rest might be promoted without ptejudice 
to the landed interest, surely the propo- 
" sition could not be rejected, merely be-* 
tt i<ie a measure, expedient in itself, 
“ might hipptn to afford relief to the sugar 
pi inters He agreed, therefoie, thal 
the question ought not to be argued on 
ground of relief lo the West Indn plan- 
ters , although ihit was not to be thiown 
out of considcraiion entnely He then 
'' put It to the judgment of the house, 
'' though forum itely thero was 1 ot at pre- 
" sent a scare iiy, yet, in the dehciency of 
' the meui^of siipp’y, and the badness ot 
' the crop, under the apprehension of a 
' possibly scarcitv, and the ff'ieign ports 
' shut igiinstiii whether It was not wise 
toptovids bcloieliand ngunstthe effects 
of th^se threikiii ig appeinnees ’ Those 
** who put the question on the geiiertl 
** principle, did not aigue fairl) , for 
the piescnt wis diffeicnt fiom oidini** 
** ly casts, md Ik nee the hon baiofftfs 
' (sir J bind iir) argnm< nts, though they 
mii^ht ai ply vtiy much to lornui times, 

** did not at all ipply to out present situ'i* 

'' lion We had b cn an t^pciting, we 
** arenfw Tri import 1 g, i at u n Ih light 
hon gent ticn ac^er ed 10 lot tv di nee of 
“ Ml AirhuiYdint ind otliel-s ii d con- 
ten ^cd tint the I 11 wa-ji' I\ in tout, 

** thit thcciop w is lefKKiit mil il it it wis 
" expedient lo wd 1 1 some such m *1-1 re ts 
the present He dcnie 1 tint the high pri e 
could possihl)^ ic*!!!!! fioin the i:;i ition 
of thisquc^tiin ihe c fleet ot that milst 
“ ha\e bten nuiieof a couJtnr) dc-cnpfion, 

‘ Ihe cause \va- the scircit\ in Scotland, 

‘ uyl the diffcrt tit crops III other places It 
' would be iiiipi p( r to bnne^ the meisuio 

* 1 ito opciation sooner il u the Isl of July 
' IS the distillers ought k line tm c Uiailis- 
^ pose ot that grim wh 1 h tJ cv haa in such 
' a St ite that it could he | [ hed to 1 o oilier 
‘ purpose ife snud tl it iht cup of po- 

* times had failed m lie' nd, and that by 
' the effttr of th - | lop s lion the people 
^ lluio would luxe othei la d cheapci Ibe 

• metsuie ought nlw n - to be consideied as 
' a tempoiary oik He admitted that it 

wis his duty to i ike cue of the revenue, 
and tint this was in impoitaut consi itra- 

• tion But he bcluved tint the revenue 
would not suffci untciial'x, and ih^t the 
difficulty of the colltctioiun liciaud might 
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f - be got over. He hoped, upon the whole, " the price of corn «t W^t^ord. He-g6^ 
'^.tliat thfise gentlemeu who objected to the '* nerally deprecated the interpositioa of 
quarter from which the proposition came, legislature upon subjects of this pa*, 

would dismiss from their minds, in con- tnre. He thought such interposition, in i 

sidering the subject, everything except. armrost every instance, extremely noxiqyw^s^ 

" its real merits. > "This was ihe.proper view Indeed, experience had proved that no- 

“ of it, and he hoped that no strenuous op- thiiig*ont imperious necessity could ex- 

position' would be persisted in.’* — “ Mr. '' cuse it. To such interposition he believ- 
PoMso^rBY declared, that if he had not ed it was owing that this ccunlry w*as 

read the resolutions (>roposed by (he noble not able to grow sufficient food for * 

lord, he would have voted for the motion its population as it formerly did. ^ 

M of going into the committee ^ bpt the From the enactment of Mr. PameH’s 

•' reading of these resolutions wa4 suf- act to the pVesent, the interposiiion he 

** cient to satisfy his mind as to the pro- “ deprecated was found injurious. As to ‘ 
priety of an opposite course. The gen- the rise which had recently taken place 

tlemen on the otlier side, he ob- in (he prices of sugar and corn, it appear- 

served, had taken (juite different routes ed to him to proceed from the specula- 

to recommend the mensure of the noble tions likely to arise out of the existence of 

lord. One had pleaded for it as necessary a committee upon thi* subject.*'— * ' 

** to relieve the West India merchants, Mr. Foster stated, in the most un- 

' while another contciuled that it was cnllcvl equivocal terms, that he meant to vote 

for in order to guaul against scarcity. in opposition to his colleagues. His 

“ To shew that t!«e Litter ground was reasons were : in the Ist place, ho 

** erroneous, the right hoii. gent, entered ** thought it to be .contrary to all acknow- 
** into fl comparative statement of the prices ledged maxtims of ^(griculture to say, 

of corn, at various periods, particularly that we should prevent the use of grain 

in Ireland j and he also quoted several in one of its regular channels, merely 

** ^ssages' from the evidence taken before for the benefit of the West India colo* 

** tHh committee to prove that this ground nists j and in the 2d place, if there were 

‘^ 'Was quite untenable. As to the relief any ground for such a prohibition, it 

of the West India merchants, he was as ** ought to be shewn that the necessity of 
** anxious for it as any man, but to the i adopting such a measure arose from the 

mode now proposed, he stiongly objected; | ** dearth or scarcity of grain, or some just 
** and, in particular, because he did not cause for the apprehension that such a 

" chink this mode coulcf be eftcctive.”-— case was likely to happen. The corn of 

Sir A. Wellesley asserted, that the the country was by the wisest and most 

pleof Ireland, and especially in the noith, experienced politicians left in general to 

were very much distressed for provisions, find its own level in the market, by the 

which distress would, he maintained, usual means of competition among the 

render a measure ofthU nature necessary, dealers. When there was a bad harvest,, 

whatever might be the state of the West and the price of grain advanced much 

rridiamerchant.s.” — “Col. Montgomery ** higher than usual, there were always^pcr- 

stated, that the scarcity of the potatoe sons ready to import from foreign mar- 

“ crops in that part of Ireland with which kets, and thus keep down the price whiUt 

•' he was acquainted, had been such ,Last they promoted ^licir own interests. But 

year .IS to alkird scarcely enough to spare “ it never could be the interest of any state - 
" for the ordinary cultivation or seed. The “ to be disregard fal of the interests of the 

coF.sequcnce therefore was to produce a “ farmer, and not to leave him some open- 

'' proportionable sciircily of corn, which “ ing lO dispose of the surplus of his crop. 

'' be thought the measure under conside- *Jhefec opportunities were first, in the sale 

** ration calculated to alleviate, if not to rc- at the breweries and distilleries, and se- 

medy; ihereforeheshould vote forit,”— condly, by exportation. He believed that 

** St a John Newport w'as surprized at the this was the nr-»t lime in the English hU- 

statement, that the north of Ireland had “ tory, except in a time of scarcity, or the 

“ recently experienced any material want apprehension of such^an event, that ever 

of provisions, as tiie price of corn had ther legislature attempted thus to tamper . 

not been for several montlis ?t all fine- with the agricultural interests of the iia- 

tuating, at one of the pieatcst ports for lion. Besides that, he could not believe : 

the export of that article in Ireland ; h» that it was capable of affording any sub- 

me^nt Waterford. If any scarcity ex- “ slantial relief to the West India merchants 

•• isted in the nor’.h, he natui ally concluded ** or plantergtj and if the house once adopted 

“ that such scarcity wculd have aftccted ** such a measure, and left such a precedent 
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JoQrnah^it inn to^MiniUe 
to what e;»tent tlie miscbief might be car- 
7 ried hereafter. Oentlemeii might say 
** wnat they pleased in that bouse upon the 
^^Utihject^ but their everds would have no 
'' effect upon the country at large j and the 
precedent would appear upon theif Jour- 
naU without their arguments in support 
of the measure, so that hereafter it might 
** b*e made use of, bnt on slighter grounds 
** even than those on which lire present pro - 
position stood. Agriculture was a busi- 
y ness that required most* extraordir-ary 
'' steadiness, more than almost any other 
pursuits that mankind wlmc engaged in; 
'' and if the farmers were left without four 
" years steadiness, in the law that was to 
govern them, there would be no market, 
" comparatively speaking, for a redundant 
“ crop, and no resource in time of scarcity. 
In Ireland there was no steadiness in the 
law upon this head until the year 1 784. 
The law was at that time fixed; and al- 
** most ever since they have been able to 
** send considerable^sii^plies c/f grain nniiuaU 
** ly to England. In every foint of view 
** that he could look upon the present sub- 
ject, it left so strong an impression of its 
f* impolicy on his mind, that he felt himself 
** bound to vote against the Speaker’s leav- 
** iiig the chair.”— Mr. Windham de- 
dared that the principles laid down by 
the right hon. gent, who had just sat 
down, and by another right lion, gen- 
tleman (Mr. Ponsonby) need only be 
heard, to carry conviction to the mind of 
** any dispassionate man. The committee, 
however, had been instructed to consider 
** of the best means of allording relief loihe 
West India planters, and to consider of 
" that subject only, as it was imagined at 
least ; but all of a sudden, and most con- 
venieiitly it seems for the wishe.s of the 
gentlemen on the other side (all but the 
chancellor of the exchequer for Ireland), 
'' the idea of a scarcity in the country darts 
upon their mind, something like Bayes’s 
** army in disguise, and gives a new turn to 
their proceedings, ilcally, whilst there 
was such vaccination of opinion, un- 
** steadiness among their councils, there was 
little or no hqie left for confidence in 
ture. And, in fact, if there was any 
thing like a scarcity in the country', the 
very words of ministers that night 
'' W'cro calculated to spread an al^m and 

add to the necessity.” LordCas- 

TLERP.AGH argued at considerably length, 
to prove that barley and oats were at 
present nearly double the price which 
they were sol^ at in the years •] 795 
y and 1^00, in Ltmdoii, and in some parts 


of imlmni they ifMe ^ 

they were iti these two" yeaf# of feiinttitr 

able scarcity." « Me. JoHir SstiYtt 

did not think the measure went ftr 
enough.”——** Sift H.Mildmat tKoug|bt 
it necessary to cohtrovert the assertions of 
the noble lord (Castlereagh), in order 10 
prevent the effect of any unfounded ddarttt 
in the country, which might be tho 
onnsequence of his calculations if they 
** were not disproved.”— —It was easy 
to foresee, that very little of what wftl 
ncu; could possibly be .said upon tlte sub- 
ject of this debate ; and, accordin^y, 
there does not appenr, from this report, tsr 
have been one argument made Q.se of, ^^hich 
had not before been run to the very lees. 
There are, however, some assertions and rei 
marks that deserve to be particularly noticed. ' 
Mr. Coke said, that ** there had been an in*' 
crease of one-fourth in the produce of wheaC 
within the last fourteen years.” This vras 
meant, 1 suppose, to .shew that the land 
was capable of supplying all the Wftnts of (tuft 
people, without the aid of West Indiitiifoii; 
ducc to be used in the di.stillenes. But, ear, 
fortunately fof Mr. Coke, it is a fact not to W 
denied, that, during the last fourteen 
during the progress of this aBtomiabin|p1tt^ 
crease, the nation has been increasing iU- 
portsof corn, and that ithas experienced tQ#te 
distress from scarcity than dtiring a wheld 
century preceding. If such be the effect tjjp 
Mr. Coke’s increase, or, if his increase doea 
not prevent siicli dffect, w'bat is the ojf 
it ? And to what end have tliose nUllMroiit' 
clubs of wise men been formed, wllowM^ 
over the agricultural concerns of the ' 
try, and one of which clubs, 
hard-wui king farmers (poor fellows 
a cup, or a vasq, of gold, to be 
this very Mr. Coke, and of which 
ed? A man of great ambition and'lmafll 
talent will always be, if he be rich, at iheJteiact 
of«sometliing or other. He will always-Bltd^ 
flatterers amongst either knaves or feM f 
and, if he cannot purcha.se Batteiy 
high, he will continue to descend, Sw 
means meet with a commodity suitai 

their extent. Mr. Coke spake abouil tbd 

taxes which the land had tr# pay thepCbt^. 
rates, the property tax. I have, in my leif 
Register bnt one, shewn the decided adviliji«\ 
tnge which the land-owner has, with 
pect to the property tax, over die annuitallfji' 
the life-holder, the merchant, the 
man, the lawyer, the doctor, the parsdi^V 
and every body else except the king, 
money in the funds the Whig ministry ttft- 
empted from the operation of the^proj^f)^ 
tax. With regard to the poor rates, I 
shewn that the^ fall, as they ought to fall^ 
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qpon the conjruiiMr^^fthe com, and not upon of rtmi honourable apjpellation^ wlio join ia 
tjie cultivator* any more than the paper this clamour ; a clamour flying tiv the face 
tax &lls' upon the paper-makers* or than the of our most ancient laws and usages* and 
stamp tax falls upon the printers of news- aVo in the face of reason and of justice ?*Tb© 
papers. But* Mr. Coke went a little further 5 tithes, generally speaking, were set 
and counted amongst the hardships, which the ancient proprietors of the soil for the 
the cultivators of the land liad to endure* the mainlehance ot an order of persons* whose 
existence* of tithes. To be sure this was Jives should be devoted to the service of- the 
paying the petitioning clergy in their own whole of each parish, poor as w'ell as rich, 
coin. 1 have perceived, th.:t many of® the They do not to those who are rfow 

clergy are amongst \\\q aduncates for high owner;* or renters of land. They belong to the 
prices. At one of the meetings, i\ Reverend whole parish, and are put into the hands of 
Mr. Somebody was in the chair ; and, it one person, thdt that person may be enabled 
was resolved* of course, that the admission to devote his time and talents to the teaching 
of sugar into the distilleries would lessen the of the ignorant* and the comforting of the 
value of tithes. But* here conies Mr. Coke afUicted. t. This, then, is an establishment^ 
and fblis us, that the existence of tithes is which* one would think, '‘the country gen- 
Stsclf one of the hard.diips upon the farmer ; tlemen ” would vie with each other in 
■ otie of the checks to cull ivii lion 5 one of the cherishing; but, since thcLO clubs of culci^ 
causes of scarcity; and, of course, one of vators have been formed in the country* 
file things to begot rid of as soon as possible, since this new and heretofore untbought of 
1 should like to see this Reverend petitioner sect has aiisen, it has become the fashion to 
and Mr. Coke face to face* each with his regard as an evil every thing that appears to 
manifesto in his hand. As to the 'Miaidship'* deduct from tl-3 jimmedidte gains of the 
it wants no proving, that tithes arc no more cultivator. Tkhes hafej^his appearance* in- 
a hardship than rent is ; that the claim of the deed* to those'^onJy whose reasoning faculties 
clergy to the tithes is as good as Mr. Coke's are smothered by the little details of ciiltiva* 
claim to his rent, and ot much greater anti- tion * but, such is the appearance to them, 
that neither the owner of the land and as their views are confined to the gains of 
uor the cultivator of the land has any just the cuhivator, they cry out, of course* against 

complaint upon this scoie; and th.st, as to tithes. Mr. Coke will .say, perhaps* 

tithes being a check to cultiuntion, they have that he does not wish to rob the church and 
existed for a thousand years, and Mr. the Janddesi of any portion of their patrl- 
Young and Mr. Wakefield have amply mony. He would only commu/e the tithes, 
proved* that for many years, at no very re- But, hewmiild, doubiles.s, cause the cultivator 
tnotc‘ period, England was constantly an c.r- to pajf less on account of tithes, than he 
porfifligfCountry. Tithes were no check to cul- now pays; for, unle.ss that were the effect, 
tivalion then* and w'hy hliouJd they be so c m- wdiat sense is there in his complaint ? And if 
. tidered now ? There have been, in all limes, that were the effect, the church and poor, let 
fnd under all our forms of religious worship, the manner be what it might* would experi- . 

men who grudged to pay the parson, and ence a robbery. To a liberal mind, there 

same men grudged, be assured, to appcfirs, at the first blush, something so 
pay the landlord, the only difference being unnatural in this clamour, when poming 
that they -found the liicrai\hy more easy lu from the months of gentlemen* that room is* 
b©defraudecl than the 'Squiic.irchy. A rqb- left for nothing but astonishment. A littls 
boredom is sa soon tempted to attack the reflection, however, shews us, that .such 

he is to attai k the weak. This is persons, having their minds bent solely upon 

leason that J can discover, why a the profits immediately derivable from ihcir 
is not set up against rents as well as lands, cannot bear the idea of a participator, 
^gaiust tithes ; and, this reason becomes con- ^I'hey^se© clearly enougli, that in all the profits 
enuive, when we observe, which is univer- of the farmer they share ; but* they cannot 
$:diy the Case* that where tlic ti'hes arc im- so, easily see, that they iftrive a benefit from 
propriale* where they do not belong to the the prosperity of the clergy, wliom they look 
clergy* the collection of them excites no visi- upon as joint landlords with themselves, and ' 
bic dts'contei.t. The grey coats pay to one of whose partnership they are, in proportion 
another most cheertuily ; but, the mo- totheva^ue they set upon the concern, anxious' 
nicnt the black coat puts in its claim, to get rid.-^This anxiety has been fruitful in 

ihoiigh the claim has no lair foOndation ex- its inveiiiion of argumenis ; one of which L, 

ceipt in the black coal, a cl imour is set uj) i. that tithes are a discouiagernent to improve* 
Ii^rdshjp aii(i oppa^ssion. Counliy ments, and that, at any n le, new enck* 
g>c uj-Mnon* ” indt.ed! Aro those won by sures chould* for some years* at least, b© 



lii^e free. For what?. Thai ihe.cajilal 
may he brought from titbeable Undsi and 
applied to buds n^a titheabk? In short, 
' that ibii church and poor may be^cAcfltfd/ 
the> cninoi yet be openly rohhed. 
The same arguiULiit applies to all improvt- 
merits ; and vou it frequently btafed by 
wrilersof crediubjc talents, tliai it is unjust, 
that tnc clergy should come and take the 
tenth (*f what is produced by manure which 
.the farmer has purchased: just as it those 
who endowed the bcveral churches with the 
tenth of the produce of ihdr land 5 w'ho 
fefr, or who sold, their land with that charge 
upon it ; just as if the meaning of these 
persons was, that the parson's clai^i should 
be confined to the tenth of what the land 
would produce in its natural state ! As if 
the tiilie were not to be collected upon the 
capital of the farmer ; and, as if the poor 
farmer, who is unable to manure his land, 
ought to pay, per acre, as much in tithe as 
the rich farmer, who is able to manure his 
land so as to make it produce five times as 
much ! Is there any justice f is there any 
reason ; is there any common stnse in this ? 
And, could notions so preposterous ever have 
been engendered but in minds absorbed in the 
contempiiUion of the means of insuring 
immediate and undivided gain ? I was 
vexed, though, 1 must confess, not much 
surprized, to perceive, that the observation 
of Mr. Coke, respecting tithes, escaped 
unnoticed in the house, wheie there were so 
^ many persons, whoso duty it was to have 
noticed it j and who might have so tri- 
umphantly coupled this complaint with 
the others that he was making. For a 
thousand ycais these tithes have been 
Gtdlecled ; it is allowed, by the agricullural 
clubbists theni'jelves, tiut. during part of 
th.it lime, the land ot England has pro- 
duced so ijbundanfly as to enable the country 
largely to export coiiij it is notorious, 
that, under the existence of these tithes, 
this nation ha.s wonderfully flourished, and 
increased in power ; that, from a mere no- 
thing, from a mere island of savages (and 
she was little better at the lime when 
tithes were first seitled), she has become 
one of the roost powerful and most 
polished nations in the world, leaving all^ 
sptheis far behind in the general prevalence 
of science, and, what is still more, in the 
wisdom of her civil institurions and in the 
• morality of her people. And yet, w« are 
now, all of a sudden, to be told, that we 
cannot prosper, unless tithes be abolished ; a 
new sect of cultivators arise, and have the 
assurance to tell us, that, unless we do aw'ay 
the law of tithes, this most ancient li:w> of 
JJnglish prpperly, Ecg au I can no longer 




proaper ! And, thia they 

too. almost in the «ime breath, that thejj 
tell US, that there ai*e more farmers 
farms, *' and that, wherever there is iat^ 
to be had, there is sure to be a press of 

pital for its cultivation. When 1 hnvti; * 

been listening to these complaints agaitn^.^ 
tithes, it has often occurred to me to ask^ ' 
how it hap()ens, that the Jaws relaiing to 
manorial righ.s remain uncomplained of? 
Quit rents and fines and heriots are certain* 
ly as objectionable as tithes \ they are fre* 
queiitly a real bar to improvement on the 
part of the immediate holder ; and all tha 
duties attached to these rights have, in real- 
ity, long ago ceased to be performed. But, 
these rights are, for the most part, rightl ^ 
the * Squirearchy ; and, therefore, it is, that 
we hear no complaint against them«— ;■ 
These remarks about tithes have, it is true^ 
little to do with the question before us ; ' 

I could^ not suffer the observation of Mr^ ‘ 
Coke to pass unnoticed 5 and having sliewi^ :, 
the groundlessne.ss of his complaint upon 
this score, may be of service in induct^ ilynN 
reader to examine into the nature of 
other complaints. The principle, upofii^ 
which these agricultural mania men appeajP 
to proceed is this: that, as corn is the jbtif ^ 
of life, they, who are engaged intherais*^; 
ing of corn, ought to be looked upon as tho 
only part of the community entitled to tho 
protection of the government. They aro 
pleased, modest gentlemen, to regard the 
properties of the so^l and of the climate, 
and even the blessings of Providence, as the 
production of ibeir owm personal mcriut, . 
They tell us, that they feed the nation j** 
and, really, they do seem to consider the 
rest of us in a light somewhat resembling 
that of their cattle. But, Jet them remem- 
ber, that, if the ^land is excIu*>iveJy iheirtr, 
the air is not, nor the sunshine, nor tho 
rain ; and,^ if they tell ui^, that the land is 
their^, we can and ought to tell them, th^t. 
the air is ours, who are the deaded majority. ^ 

Sir John Sinclair's speech afford# 

another insiauce of the everlasting self«aon-^ , 
tradiction, into which the corn parly falL , 
In answer to the argument, that the stopii ^ 
p.nge of importation might produce a scar**^ 
city, unless the distilleries were stopped^ ‘ 
Sir John said : that he hoped, that we 

“ might soon have an importation from 
** America, as we already might from our, , 
** own colonivs in the DCorth of Attierica,” 

E'lrst, as to the jac/r^ Mr. Artluit 

Young has said, in his letters to me, tl>at> - 
as to 7\inerica, whaishecan supply us with 
is scarcely worth naming. And, whye did 
Sir John learn, that “ our own colonies ift 
“ the Nonli of America were capable of 
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7tn instant, that gentleman used the utmn^t 
of his end^ours to a/arm us ; but, tAex, 


^ssi 

doing dny thing la tfiis wl^ ? ** Nova 
0 cotta Imports great* psirt of its flour, Indian 
meal and corn, and ev 6 n meat, from the 
tJuited States. So does Newfoundland. 
New Brunswick cannot send us two ship 
load of flour in a year j and Canada not ten 
Ihip load. All our North American colonies 
pat togfther are unable to supply thein- 
•elves with a sufficiency of food. I'heir 
whole annual produce, leaving nothing for 
themselves, would not feed London and 
Westinin.ster for one day. But, now to the 
tea:>oning : why, Sir John, do yon hope 
that we sliall soon have corn from America? 
And, what is the ditVercnce, Sir John, whe- 
ther we get coni from America or Sugar 
from the West L dies to supply the place of 
Corn ? I mean, Sir Jolin, what is the differ- 
ence to the English or Scotch corn grower ? 
I am very much deceived, Sir John, if you, 
eVeh with the aid of that magic sir aw-- pen, 

. which yon sent to Lisle, for the pivpose of 
siguinp, i!y‘ treaty that was about to be made 
,.bSwceu Lr.gi.md ainl Erance, could explain 
this difference to the satisfaction of any man 
of common sense. Do you hope for coni 
from Ameiica, becau.so you know that it 
Cannot come from thence ? From America j 
filftn our own colonies in America 5 from 
any place but that which is ready to 
send us it ! Mr. Wakefield very consistent- 
ly says, that, if the West Indies could 
send us corn, he would not let it comej 
but, you, Sir John, insist, (hat the impor- 
tation of su^.^r to suppfy the 'place of corn. 
Should be injurlcin t.o the farmers, and yet 
you hope soon to see corn itself im- 
ported from America. Mu, Couwew 

eaid, that, if the war turned us from 
commerce to agriculture, it would be a 
great benefit to tlie cuuntry. Agreed; but, 
Wt the thing take place ; and, in the mean- 
while let us rejoice, that all the alarms of 
the agricultural clubs have ceased. Don’t 
^larm the people, savs Sn* Henry Mildmay 
(who sent \m tenants to the Winchester 
ttieeting, though he had the decency to keep 
^awajp himself )r with a cry of scarcity. 
- ^here is no signs of approaching scarcity, 
says Mr. Coke. The scar<’ity in the High- 
lands of Scotland (that plentiful C(»uniry) 
was temporary, says Sir John Sinclair. 
There are plenty of potatoes In Ireland, says 
Sir John Newport. And, do pray ol>serve, 
leader, (hat they all say, to a man, that the 
sitting of the committee, in pl.ice r,f lowering 
the price of bailey, has raised the ])rice. 
Pi'ay look at my motto once more, and ask 
yourself then, when we shall hope to see ah 
end of tkese shocking contradictions?-—— 
In those letters of Mr. Young, to which I so 
' frequently referred in my Ueg ster of the 


Jd\s objqpt was to obtain what be regarded^ 
as advantages to agriculture. " The Baltic 
is shut up ; America cannot supply us»;^TS^ 
ministers may find corrt in the moon, per- 
haps, 'but I know not where it is to come 
from in this lower world ; we have ^511 now 
imported to the amount of two minions 
sterling a year ; one-seventh part of our food 
has come from abroad; make haste to do’ 
something to get more corn ; the effect of a 
short crop or a week’s mildew cannot be 
contemplated without terror ; make haste> 
then, to get more corn ; I do not know ve- 
ry well what to recommend, but make haste, 
pass a general enclosure bill, let us raise po- 
tatoes, get substitutes, I am all in a sweat, 
taxes, poor-rates, tithes, it is for parliament 
to decide, but, for heaven’s sake, let them 
dispatch !" Well, the ministers find out a 
substitute for 300,00(i CjUarters of corn, at 
once. Here is thi^ .substitute already in our 
hands ; and now', behold thi.s gentleman, 
who was in ifiich a tervible taking to get sub- 
stitutes ; w/iose very soul was harrowed up 
at the thought of a short crop, or a week’s 
mildew, knits me up his mouth, and says, 
that we do not want any substitutes ; and 
that, though the last year's crop was a short 
one, corn is still too cheap to pay the farmer 
fur growing it ; and, so, like the people in 

the Critic, they say one and all. Mr. 

Marry ATT gave the public, or me, at least, 
a piece of information, of which I was not ' 
in possession before. The West India colo- 
nies were, it is notorious, supplied with 
great part of their food from the United 
States of America. Upon the news of the 
embargo being laid in America, a depuiatioh 
of the West India merchants waited upon 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer to ask if 
corn might be jiermitted to be sent from this 
country to the West Indies ?” “ No," was 
the answer. We want all our com at home, 
and more too, seeing that the foreign corn 
** port.s are closed," — *' Well then," said the 
We.'it Indians, “ let ns bring our sugar here 
to be distilled, and to save some of your 
/:ofu. Nay, we have got some sugar 
" here now, spoiling in your store- houses ; 

'' let that be distilled in place of corn." j 
Nothing could be more reasonable; and''* 
would not tliat minister have deserved a 
horsewhip, if not a halter, who should have 
turned a deaf car to the application, for fear ^ 
of offending the proprietors of the land ? 
Are {'ou afraid of scarcity, Mr. Young ? 
the West Indies have now in the stores sub- 
sritutes for 300,000 quarters of com. Are 
yoif afraid of a glut, Mr. Young ? The West 
indies have a "demand for twiee 300,000 
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quarters of corrv And yet^ you will not 
let their sugar be distilled. Both ways, or 
H either way, they are ready to acqominodate 
and yet you turn from them with dis- 
though you are, at the same time, 
filled with apprehensions.— Mr. Cj|ute*s 
speech was a very wise one. He asserted, 
that ‘the opposition to the measure was 
grounded on the clearest and most solid 
principles; but, he left ti>ose principles to 
' be stated and their solidity to be proved ly 
There is one way^ which strikes 
me here, of increasing the quantity of corn, 
without having recourse to the West Indies, 
and that is by cutting down the measure^ 
but, 1 shall leave this method to be*develop- 

edand explained by others. Mr. Foster 

said, that, when there was a bad harvest, 
** people were always ready to import, and 
** thus keep down the price.’* If applicable 
to any thing, this must have been in answer 
to some one who stated his apprehensions of 
scarcity; ami, if so, it might have been put 
to Mr. Foster, whence those people were 
now to import ? Good Lord ! vvjien shall we 
hear an end of these arguments, or, rather, of 

these shifts and turns ? 1 Iiave now done 

with this debate, and sliould here put an end 
to my observations, for the present, had I 
not seen, from the debate of the 23rd in- 
stant (which ended wuth a division, in which 
the measure had a majority of 36 in its 
favour), that this has, at last been made 

a patty question. ** Mu. Barham,” in 

the debate here referred to, observed, with 
surprize, that this was made a sort of 
party question by gentlemen with whom 
** he commonly acted, lliey seemed to 
think it would be of consequence fqr 
** them to beat iniiiisrers, even in a question 
like this. But did they really suppose, 
that a failure in this measure would cause 
ministers to change their situations, or 
** would enable them (the opposition) to 
change theirs ? It nnque.slionabJy would 
have no such effect. They would, for 
** the moment, become the dupes of a set 
'' of men who uniformly voted against them,* 
who were then laughing in their sleeves at 
their credulity ; and who the moment t^iey 
had gained their end would skip over to 
the other side, and by their more thaif 
sedulous and obsequious attendance on 
** the will of ministers, during the remain- 
der of the session, would endeavour to 
'' atone for their desertion in this single in- 
** stance, * which was dictated solely by 
motives of self-interest. There w«s one 
'' thing, however, conrjected with this sab- 
ject, to which he wished to call theatten- 
tiw of the house, and of his right hon, 
friend Ponsonby). Last night he 
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had received a leUer| at 
was addressed to him, in the satil$ 

** it had been usual to send letters on 
liamentary business, conceived in dUferei^/ 
shades of earnestness, according to th^ 
** urgency of the subject. In this icti^ 

'' attendance ivas particularly and earnesity 
requested in the house of commons this 
** day, when the sugar business would coma 
** fdtward; and an early division take piace^’ 
** He mentionedthiscircumstance,con8cioo« 
as he was that the letter was in the same 
'' hand-writing as usual, that his right hon« 
friend might have an opportuni ty of ex- 
plaining the matter. If any pvrson bad 
** presumed to practice an imposture, and 
'' to hold out the recommendation of a 
particular measure, where no such re* 
commendation w'as intended, he coesi* 
dcred it to be a most unwarrantable apd 

unjustifiable act.” " T he effect would 

he preoisely that which Mr. Barham de- 
scribes; and, besides, the ouh, from this 
endeavour to take advantage of the division 
amongst their opponenis, would, if tl^i^ 
measure were rejected, incur the generad 
hatred of the country, iu a greater degree 
than that in wdiich it is now fell towards thgm ; 
for, wJiatcvcr the few may say, whatever 
clamour they have been able to niise, the 
country in general is for the measure, and 
the prevalent opinion is, that the opposition 
of the land-owners arises solely from a de- 
sire to keep up the price of corn, and, of 
couree to keep up their rents ; (pr, I'll war- 
rant them not to join in the farmers' toast : 

** Cheap land and dear corn.” — — I 
tainly do not recollect an opposition so ma- 
nifestly founded in self-interest as this, op- 
position has been. I'he outs know wellj 
that, for the votes they have gained Ufipii 
this occasion, they have to thank mere 
fishness; and yet their miserable parti^ap^ of 
the press are endeavouring to give to tbetbin^ 
an Jlir of party triumph.— —M b. pERCEVAf.. 
said, in the debate last referred to, tbai 
he was much surprized to find the 
sure so strenuously opposed by geo-. , 
tlemen, who, even during the preseof 
session, had applied to him under ^ 
aJ)prchensions of impending scarcity 
Aye ! but that application, I suppose, wai, 
accompanied w'iih some agricultural propo^* 
sition. They wanted to terrify him 
general inclosure bill, a comrautalioifc ^ 
tithes, or some such fancied good to 
owners and cultivators of the land, Whifti;.'' 
they found, that the ministry wei^ to 
scared into nothing of this sort, their alarm- 
ing efforts ceased ; and when they «foun4fr 
that a remedy other tffan that which they 
would have proposed; bad been discQvered; 
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tl««i opposed It, a matter of coiirso. to consider the West Indians as merespeca^ 
■*•1 trust, that the measure will be carried, lafors ; nay, as gambling dealers ; but, Jn 
not because I think it will be useful as a Vhat de they differ "from him? They aVe ^ 
pj^eventive df scarcity, for, I have stated, land-owners as well as he j and, as to |beir. 

and any rtwn may satisfy himself of rtie fact, slaves, of whom Mr. Chute spoke, f wish’ 

^ that the food, which will thereby be saved with «till my heart, that the labourers of 

(excliMive of that which now CLMnes out of Norfolk were fed as well as the labourjers in 

the distilleries in food, that is to say, in food the Wust Indies, though, if the thing can 

/or cows and hogs) will amount tp no be, I shall certainly be glad lo see fh«? blacks 
iftiore than worth in a year to each in- as free, in every respect, as the whites. At 
dividual ; bat, in proportion as the saving any rate, it is mostunjuiit and most unmanly 

of food will be small, will also be small the to rip up thft grievance now. That hlnck 

pretended injury to the farm.* f and the land- slavery exists is not the fault of the West 

owner, while the advantage will be very Indians. The fault was that of the mother 

great to the suffering West India planter; country,, who established the system: and 

and besides, there will be this peculiar ad- who cannot with justice complain of its ex- 

^vantage as to revenue, that, though a time istence, wirhoiu doing it away at once, and 

of scarcity should arise, the revenue from making a full compensation ti? the owners of 

the distilleries will continue to be received in the slaves. Is Mr. Chute ready to contri- 

the same mann- r as if no scarcity existed, bute his share towards carrying into etfeci a 

1 would rather nave a permission than a re- measure of this sort ? If he i.s not, why 

striction ; but, then, sugar must be Released does he couple the subject of negro-.sl.avery 

from ill previous duties. It must start fairly with that of the distillation of sugar ? 

with the barley, or else the permission is There n«ver c.vas, as far as my obseivatiow 
nothing. — I perceive, that almost all the and recollection serve me, any set of people 
newspapers are against the proposed mea- so ill treated by any govenuneni, as the 
sure; no bad proof df its justice and We.st Indians have been treated by this go- 
polity ; for, in no one instance do I recol- vernment. Fust, they are compelled to 
lect them to have been unanimous except in purchase all their clothing, and all their 
favour of some gross error, or delusion, manufactures of every description, fiom the 
They have often fii led j and, I am deceived, mother country ; and, except a little rum 
if they will not fail now. The trial is be* and niolsises, that they are allowed to ex- 
tween the plain good sense of the country change with the Americ^ins for food and 
at large and the sophistioations of the selfish lumber (which the mother country cannot y 
few. *1 he farmer has, upon this occa'^ion, supply them with), they are compelled to 
had a pretty fair cliance, and I have no doubt bring the whole of their produce to the 
of its ultimately prevailing. The agriciiltu- mother country, and that, too, in ships be- 
ralists are become a sect ; a combination ; longing to the mother country, while they 
an affiliation of clubs ; they act in concert, are, at the same time, compelled to main- 
and they are spread all over the country, tain their own internal governments, civil 
They have a multitude of scVihblers amongst and military, and to have and to pay such 
^em. They are schemers by profession, governors and officers as the mother coun- 
Thejr connection with the press is very ex- try chooses to send to rule them. Hither 
tensiva. All the provincial papers are at their they are compelled to bring their sugar; 

Thereforjp, if they should be beaten here they have to pay for their clothing and 
in a contest with the poor, inert, divided their household goods ; and yet, even at a 
West Jndians, there will no doubt remain of time, when it is avowed that we are in great 
the badness of their cause. My opinion is, danget from a probable scarcity of corn ; 
that the agricultiiralist.s have expended, in when it is in evidence, before a committee of 
paVagraphs, advertisements, meeting,s, and the House of Commons, that the last crop 
ipe like, in order to carry their point, half was a short one, and that scarcity actually 
as much money as a year’s corn, used in the exists in some parts of the kingdom ; even J 
distilleries, is worth ; while the West In- at such a time, there is a formidable oppo-j ' 
ranr have made scarcely a single effort of siiion to the admission of sugar into that* 
lOtt **nd. Indeed, they have it not in their .sort of manufacture, where it wilhact 'as.'jl* . 

been ruined, absolutely substitute for corn. It is now found 

yutned, by the hard measure dealt them by by those who joined in abusing me for the 
» 5 • They have little more, tloctrin^, that commerce is of comparatwely 

leOthan the, remembrance of those fortunes, little value to England. Well, then, let, 

wbfeh u^y once enjoyed, and which had the West Indians go whithersoever they 
to them from their, ancestors, please with their goods ; let them sell them 
Mr. Coke, in his agricultural pride, chooses to those who are w'illing to fetch them away 
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ankto supply them with cloathingand other 
nvcinufactures in return. This would be 
^flir enough j but, to hold them in a tenfold 
ejialn of prohibitions, and, at the same 
timef to treat them as outcasts, is nbomina* 
bly unjust ; it is to set at defunce th^t fun- 
damental maxim> that maxim which is the 
basis of civil society, namely, that where 
protection is not yielded, there :-onIlcc;ianec 

is due, Mr. Coke asked, what rlnini the 

West Indians had to relief belter ihan the 
Silk Weavers, or persons eiigiged in any 
other declining trade? It is niA telief, tl> ;t 
the West Indians, in this measure, ask. 
They ask fur a fair competition for 
their produce, in that country, Jo lulikh 
thiy are compelled to brinit it, Jf 
the si Ik- weavers could offer their wares to 
be used instead of corn, there would b' no 
objection at all to give them the permission; 
to let silk start fairly with corn. But, there 
is another point, in winch the analogy is 
deficient. Who is it that suffers prinri|\illy 
from Uie decay in the silk tr^ide ? 'I'h 'se 
who pay the poor reflex. The*laboiriCis in 
silk are thrown for maintenance upon the 
nation at large ; but the labourers in sugar 
are to be maintained itill, whetittr thov 
work or not, wholly by the proprietors of 
the sugar estates, llie silk-weavers aie re- 
lieved, and Mr. Coke contributes towards 
their relief without grtimbling; but, he 
sets his face against any measure of relief to 
the West Indians. The war throws the 
silk- weavers out of employment, and they, 
as they ought to do, come to the nation at 
large, and are relieved ; but, the West In- 
dia plantations are impoverished by the war 
too, and we will neither relieve them, nor 
suffer them to relieve themselves by doing 
what they would be able to do, namely, carry, 
or send, their produce to other countries. 
The silk-weaver may sell his goods if he 
can ; he may do what he pleases with them 5 
but, the West Indians must bring ibeir 
good.s hither, whether there be a market for 
them or not. And, will any man of com- 
mon discernment and common candour say 
that the cases are parallel ? Will he say 
that there is any resemblance at all belsVfeen 
them ? And will any just man deny, that 
the West Indians are peculiarly entitled t6 
'the protection of that government, which 
holds them and their concerns in such strict 
ahd unrelenting subjection ?— -Thi§ hard 
treatment, however, and all this harsh i,in- 
guage^ towards the West Indians, is not seen 
in its proper light, 'till compared wii^i that 
silent aeguiese nee, which Mr. Coke and his 
broftier “ Country Gentlemen," give to all 
the lavish grants made to the East Indians, 
He has siUen c^utotl/ and seen three millions 


' granted to the East India Cofhpany, 
he ought to know, that that Company 
indebted jtven milliom to this abused nation 
anti he will now, 1 warrant it, say notbinjfe 
to oppose a measure, which, as every man (3t 
common information must perceive, wltf 
lead to the making of the nation anstverabl^' 
for all the thirty or forty milliona of debt, 
which that Company has contracted. Iftbat 
Comp.jjy had had sngar to offer ns as a subr* 
stituie for corn, what praises should we have 
heard the base newspapers bestow upon •* nut 
“ empire in the East !" The “Country Gen- 
“ tlemen" would not have moved a tongue. 
If they had dared to do it, the thunder from 
Leadenhall .‘■ticct would .soon have reduc- 
ed them to silence. Mr. Coke thinks nothlfi|^ 
of seeing the whole nation taxed to .support 
these real speculators ; and even to pay their 
pension list, which amounts to a great man/ 
tIiou.saiid.s in a year, W.-ss there ever such A 
thing aS this heard, or dreamt of, before ? 
A Company of Merchants liavinga natioi^l 
debt and a pension list, and calling upon the^ 
nation to defray the expense ? Yet, against 
this Afr. Coke **ays not one word, though hu 
talks about the taxes that oppress agricul- 
tuie ; j ist as if the land did not pay part, 
at loa^r. of the enormous sum.s granted to 

the En.ni India Company. But, llie cause 

of ihi.s ciifierenco i.s, that the East Indians 
act in a body 5 they have their Court of Di- 
rectors ; they take care to expend the mo- 
ney we give them ip, such a way as to have 
fiisnds in the right place; they have the 
daily pre.ss under ilieir control, in conse- 
quence of the use of those means, which , 

they know so well how to employ. This 

subject is now exhausted. 1 think,, one ' 
may defy the ingenuity of man to find oat 
any thing new to be said upon it. Sowie 
miserable cavil, or some precious absurdity,; 
unworthy of notice, may still make its ap- I 
pearance j bat, on one side or the other, j 
thc^iiind of the nation is nqade up ; ancM| 
therefore, though with anxious wishes for j 
its success, 1 shall leave tha measure ^{p itf 
fate. 

Curates’ Bill. ^Tliis bill has now". 

passed the House of Commons ; and,' 
though it does not guard against the possible- 
negligence, or which is worse, partiality pf. 
the Bishops, it will have some effect in 
way of correcting tbfe evil and the scandatt' 
of non-residence. But, I perceive/ that ft 
takes no notice of curates under lay-impf6^^ 
priations. These livings are in the hatidi' 
of private persons ; but, I see no reasbft, 
why they should not be made to coiitnbM^" 
towards the maintenance of the 
who reside upon them. The College of 
Mtiynooth has friends in s bund a nee, and, 
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•pparentif , wrjr zealous- friendi ; and, a ( borough mongers tn consult j ^ 
pfovlsioti is talked of for the chaplains of the to counteract and faction to jollify. Hov 

navy I hutv not a word is said about curates much more at his ease must such a man 

nuder lay-impropriators. I hope, that these what a load would he removed from hie 

gentlemen will be considered, upon some mind, if he could step into a House of Octe- 

i^Uire occasion ; and not only them but nions, fjreely chosen, and having no object in 

their parisjiioners ; for, if the church be of view but that of agreeing to what they 

tfif. It Is the parishioners who are the great- thought good, and opposing^ what Ih^ 

eat sufferers in the misapplication of means thought bad? A House of Commons,, in 

for supporting that church. ‘ which there would be no strife for office or 

W^estminstrr I^j.ection. — On ^ion- eniolntncnt, and in which nine times out of 

day, tlie23d instant, the anniversary of Sir ten truth woli 1(\ prevail.-— —Whoever takes 

Francis Burdett's election for Westminster time to contemplate the situation of a minis- 

was celebrated at the Crown and Anchor Ta- ter of the king, at the present day, must per- 

vern in that city. 1 ‘he newspapers have ceive, that those hours and those talents, 

given an account of the proceedings, and wliich oii^t to be devoted to the service of 

particularly of a speech made by the Ikironet the country ; to giving the king wholesome 

himself, in which speed) he strenuously in- atlvice j to the receiving of information j la 

slits upon the neccssiiy of restoring the House the forming of plans 5 to the performing, in 

of Commons to u li.it it formerly was, and short, of all his great and numerous duties ; 

what the Jaws :ukI usages, wliich comprize those hours and those talents will be found 

what is called t/ic rorisifturioii (if it be not a all taken up in preparing for, and carrying 

« mere sountU, r('(juire th.nt that House should on, battles in the House of Commons, in or- 

now be; that is to say, an assemblage of der to insure success in which battles (and 

gentlemen, freely elected by the people, the success jnusi J)e insured), those means must 
real objects of their choice, and the faithful be made us© of which are ruinous to the 

guardians of their property and tiicir liber- country. From one evil to another we 

ties. ^Jn his opiiilou resjiecting tliU ncces- gridually have come, ’till, at last, it is a 

sity, every day’s observation convinces me que.stion, whether we shall be the conquered 

that Sir Francis Burdett is riglu ; and, I am slaves of France, or not. Tfwc are not, the 

persuaded, that, if the nation were polled, prevention must finally come from the will 

leaving out those who have an interest in of the people at large ; it being quite farcical 
‘ corruption, there would appear a majority of to talk of defending a people without their 
a thousand to one in favour of the reform, own voluntary co-operation. And, to have 

which he reepmmends, and which, in their this will, there must be a motive in the peo- 

better days, had been recommended by Mr. pie. They must be convinced, not by para- 

Pitt and Mr. Wilberforce.— — Look well at graphs in the Courier about our glorious 
’the evils we endure, and that we apprehend, constitution,” but by their feeling, that they 
Trace them back to their cause 3 and you have real liberty and happiness to contend 
will find them all meeting at this one point : for 3 for unless they have this conviction, it it 
a (|otise o( Commons elected as it now Is. I infatuation bordering upon insanity to expect 
have at this moment before my cye.s, an ar- them to lift a hand in their country's de- 
tide in the Morning Chronicle, strongly and fence.— Whether such a change, as Sic 
truly stating the encroachments upon the li- Francis Burdett describes, will ever take 
Vsrty of every man, which nuist take plskce, place may be a question 3 butyuq)ess it does, 
:'if the new assef^sed tax bill pass. Well, it all the schemes of defence will, when the 
wUl pass, nevertheless ; and what is the hour of real danger comes, prove ineffectual. 

cause So of every other such measure. They will, indeed, be worse than nothing ; 

$if Francis well observed, that, in the present and shall fall without even a desire to 
state of things, it was in vain to wish for .stand, as lias been the case with so many 

pore and upright ministers; for, that it other kingdoms. The people of Weat- 

WOuld be impossible for them to act accord- if«in.stcr, however, will have done their part, 
log to the dictates of their own minds. A Jf England be enslaved, the fault will not ba 
minister may desire to do that which is for theirs. But, they alone can do little. There 

the good of the country ; he may have an must be a corresponding spirit throagh. the 

a^)xioiis desire to promote its happiness (and, country at large; and there will be, uoleia 

errors aside, 1 do think that Mr. Perceval England be doomed to add to the long list of 

is such a man) ; bur, before he can stir an the conquests of Napoleon. 
inch he ’h as ihc feelings and interests of the*^ Botley, May 26 , 1808. 

Pritin;^! by Cot and Bay Is j. No. 73, Great Giueen Street, and published by R. Bagshaw, Brydges Street, 
Cvvfnc Garden, where kvmer Numbers may be. bad, sold also by J. Uudd, Crown and Mitte,^PaU-M<iB« 
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When Wililaip Piti became minister of Eifglknd, the interest of the national debt (paid annually out of the 
apioutital to something more than nine millions of pounds sterling; and, at the clos?t>f his ,adm]« 
nistration, it amomued to more than twenty-five millions of pounds sterling. During his adininistratioUj 
he ^ded five-fold to the assessed taxes; he created the income tax; and, by what is called the land-tax re- 
demption acr, he made that lax pjrpetu.tl, and caused the^ilienaiion tor ever of a considerable part of the 
property of the church. It was proved before a committee . t the House of Commons, thut. upon one occa- 
sion, he lent, wthout legal authority, and without the kiiowifdge or his colleagus;s in officj, forty thousand 
pouiidsof the public money, free af interest, to two men, who were at the time, members of the House of 
.Commons. During his administration France became mistress of all the comment of Europe, Russia and 
Sweden excepted. During the year after he became minister (1785)* the m.)ney paid, on account ot die 
poor, in England and Wales, amounicd to -2, 004, ‘238 pounds; aw I, during the year 1803 (two ycarsi before 
the end of his career), the money, fur^he sart^e purpose, amounted to 4f267>9^5 pounds. During his 
administration, the act of ** Habeas or personal safety act, was suspended for several years together. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 

Westminster Election. In ano- 

ther part of this sheet will be found the Re- 
port, which was made to the electors of 
Westminster, on the 23d of May, by the 
committee, who conducte4 the election in 
favour of Sir Francis Burdett.* This report 
is worthy of particular attention, especially 
as being a faithful and ably written history 
of the mauuor, in which, for many years 
past, the electors of Westminster have been 
treated by the different factions, into whose 
hands they were inveigled. This w'as a 
view, which 1 had often wished to see taken 
of the subject. It has now been done; 
and how humiliating is the reflection, that, 
for the last half century, the people of 
Westminster, so perfectly independent, and 
so well able to judge as to their own inte- 
rests, should, until now, have had no more 
to do in the choosing of their representatives, 
than they had in choosing the Auniils of 
Hindostan ! Nay , the thing was worse than 
a nullity ; mncli worse ; because the elec- 
tors were .made to put on a shew' of cxerci- 
fiing their will ; to assume the garb of free- 
dttp ; and even to boast of that freedom 
and of their franchises, while they w^ere, in 
fact, the miserable, the degraded, the des- 
picable and the despised, tools of a few in 
dividuaJs, who were contending solely for 
the precedence in obtaining power, 'aijd, 
through the means of powder, plunder. 
Really, when one looks back to the coniestst 
-of the Wrays and the Hoods and the Poxes ; 
when one reads the large volume, in which 
the Devonsbires and some other great fami- 
’lies make so conspicuous a figure, one Is al- 
most ashamed of one's countrymen and one's 
country. Yet, that which succeeded Jthese 
contests was, perhaps, .still more disgraceful 
to this the first city in the kingdom. The 
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warring factions, tired of the strife, and 
wisliing to spare tlicir purses, came to a 
sort of compromise that rendered an election 
for W^fstminster much such another aflair as 
an election for Ryegate, or any other dou-* 
ble-patroned borough. The Whigs nomina- 
ted one member, and the minister of ibe 
day the oilier member; and, from these 
nominations no one ever thought of appeal- 
ing any more than a soldier thinks ot ap- 
pealing from the word of command. That, 
from such a Slate, the people of Westmin- 
ster should, all at once have bect^me what 
they now are is truly surprising. They were > 
very nearly eni rapped by Mr. Sneridan‘a 
tears over ihe dead body of Mr. Fox ; and, 
owing to want of lime for tl^'nking, they 
were once in^re in the hands of the great 
families, in the person of Lord Percy; 
But, the dissolution of parliament, which 
succeeded, came while their shame and re- 
morse were yet alive; and, though, owing 
to some of the giost villainous tricks t^at 
ever were played, they did not succeed m 
seating the tna;i of their choice in t!>e Hotiie 
of Common.^, yet, by the spirit which they 
had t previously discovered. Lord Percy wa» 
induced to withdraw his praensioirs, and, : 
they laid the foundation fur certain success 
at anotlier opportunity, wiih whieff the 
manceavres of faction soon furnished tiiem. 

At this last election, though a good deal 
embarrassed by certain events, upon 
which it would be ^useless how to dwell, 
they acted with promptitude and wisdom^ 
They seemed to have formed a resolution tO' 
prove to their f(;M*nier enslavers, that they ^ 
knew, not only was their own interest, 
but also the wiy to take care of it. II19, 
committee appointed to arrange the mode of 
proceeding were all men of the class of 
mere electors 1 was ho great m»D, 

2 £ 
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igr^iSlf mfE^^who bad anj^ share in 
bilfttaete /rocn' th« toglhning to the end > 
TlifLid, give/4ixe be, 4a tjie -.opinion, 
4hat,^ without a heatl. the people arc no- 
.thingi^^^n the j>a|)er9, wiiich proceeded from 
';;tui comeoiUee oo^e the stiitnp of tatent far' 
that whkji was discovered on the 
Jictef of those, who op|)o.-*ed them,— 
'There is, of laic yeans, at least, no instance 
found of so strict an obedience to the 
{constitution, 'the people of Westminster 
. fproved, that they. under. stood whnt the cim- 
•tJtution really was. It is aston idling, that 
• snfiy one should be found, with impudence 
^'jtufficiebl to censure their proceedings ; and, 
they have the consolation to know, that by 
‘nonO but by the caukcied corrupt, those 
^proceedings have been Censurerl.— ^In one 
thing/ however, they have failed. They 
••wished to establish tthe princijde, that no 
• ,.*er/w/zfr should foil upon the persou^/:clecred 
-members, of pnriiirnent. Jhir, the High ' 
Bailiff’s bill, made against their member, 
has been ordered to be paid by .a decision, 
in the court of king’.s bench, and the House 
-of Commons, after having the atiair fully 
-represented to them; have declined lo inter- 
fere* This subject was last before them on 
the 25th of May, wiicn they were informed, 
tbfit, owing' ton decision of the court of 
Icing’s bench, an execution was in the house 
,.of .one of their members to compel him to 
. pay for being ele( tod, though lie hi dnoi been 
a candidate^ and tboiu^i he Ira ! had neither 
act nor part in c:.in;y'irg on the ct.-etion. 
^,The whigs were as silent- as little osliesj 
'ttat, it was truly adujinjblc to obsen-e how 
,tlie lawyers , nil agreed in tlie necessity 
of abstaining from meddiing with .w-lut had 
.l^fen settled in " a coty^t cf justice.”* —— 
Sir A. Hgott declared himself to be per- 
fectly satisfied this w.'is not a casein which 
the house could interfere. It was a pro- 
‘^•^ceeditig in tho vvgular course of justice. 

. “ lf'the«ctjbn IB this case could have been 
.'•f entert^ained at all, it must have been, on 
-•Mjb ground that it arose out of a contract, 
liie act which allowed the expences of 
ereoting lm<tirrg.s, &r. in the case of coun- 
. ties, did not extend to burongbs ; yet even 
- , there candidates might agree that 
. /^-accommddaiionj or that of their ^ets 
t*‘ during a^comest of 14 or 1.6 days, buif^gs 
; *** should be erected, the experree of whidi 
could not Fea!<onab1pbt Expected to falf 
on the High Bailiff. The action, there- 
fure, could owiy be on the contract $o 
.jStfpjpo^ to be entered inf.^ and .^:i}n]d 
db Odurse have fu> relation tolbee^lection, 
f*'** so to make it a matter of privilege to 
tokeo^ up by that house. T his ainst 


be a question either of %t pf of law, and 
'• In Cither case it might have, been brqpght 
before ,the couit, by. dcinurrer^-. or by Uli 
of exceptions, so as to have tnadq. abe 
ground of it appear on record. It benbv- 
** wT tfibsc who had the legal means of dc- 
fence in their own Ikinds logo before'ibc 
** judge in a regular manner, if they ortvjlt- 
“ led to do so, it was not. for that ho^<u&iO 
" interpose. If the house should be of 
“ opinion that it would be improper that a 
** candidate should be on any account at the 
expense of electing hustings, let it be 
** made the subject of- a prospective regula.* 
tion. «£ut as that was not the case 
** preqim «his must be like any other suit 
founlW on n covenant, the effeiet of 
“ which must be construed by ihd Jury.” 

So, liere w'e are to have another law 

(more gloiious work for the lawyers!) pr, 
a member of parliament is liable to be made 
to pay theexpencesjof an election, in which 
he has, neither du'ectly nor indirectly, taken 

any part. ^Biit, wh^t did Sir Arthur mean 

by a conJract There was no ccnlra^t, 
on the part of Sir Francis Burdett ; and, his 
goods and chattels were seized upon a judg- 
ment, ibnnded on a presumption that there 
was a contracr,. which presumption was sup- 
ported solely upon the evidence of his jb^tvilig 

tideen his scat. What had he to do with 

youf demurrer,” or your ** bill of 
tioni Tliose argue a law suit, and, 
niii'it a man he sccu.''gtd with a law-^iitj. if 
he refuse to p;.y a large sum of money for 
•hn\ingbeen elected vviihout his request, and 
even without his knowledge ?— r-Sir 4rithur 
-seems to think, nothing of tho punishment 
ot a J.iw«euit. All that a man has to do, 
when lie receives llie kmg’^ command to 
attend in ■ {/urliament^ is, one would thipk, 
to attend and to do hi^ duty there ; and,. Jit' 
his house be lorcitdy entered and, his goods 
seized, in rousequence of such attendance, 
is it net fur the houixe to. intertV-rc ? Is he, at 
the suit of any body,., li) be li^rrassed ^Jth 
the trouble and ey.pcnces of law, because he 
has fftken . his scat ?.— : — Mr, Lby.ce4TEk, 
(dort’f you reTncmber him, reader, in the 
committt:,e about Pitt’s lo^in ^o Boyd. ?md 
Bcuticld r) this genilemaq, who is an. old 
acquaintance of curs, said, that the person, 
who had 'oeen/ActVi/ to be the of Sir 
Francis, had refu.scd to pay Uie, High 
i;ailtff, and yet this hame peison, day ai'tei 
day, aaked, obtained, ^ and aytiiled Iiim^ 
of the advantage pt seats for foe cht^ck- 
cierks, inspectors, &€. who were to. attend 
to*:4iie honourable Baionet!s in 

the ;^Jectimu'{ lliis is a, mist^kf^* Sir, 
It was die inicrests of the pvo^h, wbiph 



. . \hoi9 clerks and Inspectors had to att^M tpj 
and, th« plain qne^ion is, are the peojile to 
-bcTOade to pay for giving their votes ? 6 ir 
Bimlett eir, ployed no agent 5 he 
gS\^ no one authqi-rty to act in his name j he 
^ was elected, without his kno^^■leclge ; and, 
must he be mjide to pay for having taken 
U seat ? And, is it no breach of the privi- 
*fegjs of the liouse, that one of its members 
Js^arrassed with -an execution merely be- 
cause he has been elected a member of the 

house ? Mr. Bragoi^ said the house 

• could not entertain llie question, b'‘cause 
the chaise of the judge had not been entered 
\oh the record. But, here again, a law-suit, 
Vlie scourge, the lire and brimstohcof a law- 
.«ujk is coolly contemplated. Do you mean 
fo s^^then, that a ni.an cannot lake his seat 
^ in t lie House of Commons, in consequence 
of the fred choice of the people, without 
exposing himself to what is intiuitely worse 
than being niainied as Sir John Coventry 
.was? Jt appears tome, that it fhouM bo 
so clearly and so generally ynderstood, that 
a member of pailismeiit is ta pay no money 
on acconn: of. his election, "that a suit 
against him, fin such account, would 
- Ije received in the same way as a >uif against 
him for having black hair. It w'as the peo- 
ple, who w'ent and demanded to vole for Sir 
Francis Burdett, and demanded al.^o, that 
their votes should be registered, in the same 
. books with the vo»es of others j and, were 
they, or aqj* of them, for this cause, to be 
deemed tl;^ agefits of Sir Francis Burdett ? 

-The SpKAiviiR said, afuT wljat Ii.id 
** pissed, in allusion to him, it was neccs- ’ 
** sary for him to put the lionourable baro- J 
net right, as to wliat he had stated on a 
. '' former night. What ho had saifl was, 

' '*■ tliat, wd>eu any piacfical inconve?nt:f!Cf: 

** did arise, if the hoiiounhle har<jnet con- 
^ tinned tolliink, that it involved a question 
of piivil<?ge, he should, in ibat event, lose 
^ 1 " no time in applying to the house He had 
no hesitation in saying, that if any judge 
should recommend to a jury what could 
Jbe construed into a bivacli of (lie privi- 
loge.s of that house, it w;as the dijty’of the 
house to re.sist, and to gtiide their course 
according to clrcumatances. As there i 
was no motion before the house, •!)« 
sKbuld only suggest two' diff^erent modes 
of proceeding., both of which bad been 
adopted in. the jreign bf Charles the Se- 
. " cond. \jpne was in thfe case oT Judge 
. WVi^^Virhere an itnpeadhfnent was or- 
-bthey,^ in the' sswne reign, 
^that measdre not b^hig dcentied ne-*j 
the matter was allowed -to drop 
any ' , fa):(her diicusaion . *fi hose 
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who thought fhe ’prescrit 
most serious nature, woidd 
opinion, that the former of 
" preferable mode of proceeding $ 
others fgdin might be inclined to 
that the latter was the most desirable'^ 

'' of disposing of the present question.-. 

had stated what were the modes of pj! 
'Acceding, and it was for the house to 
^^Vhether in this case the more or lessj|B|ii : 
** rious mode ought to be adopted,”—*^ ftc' 
" Frakcis Bordett said, the sourceifroili 
'' w'hence he derived hi.s information as lb 
*' the recohnnendation of the judge/ u^e. 

the notes of the short hand' waiter 
** ployed to take down the trials dnd tke 
** formation of his counsel. Ho esteetni^ 
these ns nffordi ng him suiBcicnt foundatM^' 
for bringing the matter before (he 
** The only thing he had subrdittcd to ihb 
house was the instruqtioif of the judge f 
iftai the cimmstance of his '^king his 
" a thing which was inatvitent )m hiiH, fiw 
" such an app7'oval emd saCiJicaliott hf thd' 
'** proceedings had dinirjg the electi^i 
** Mtist sniject “him in the expense of 
** tings. lie felt himself by no means' : 

rested in the fate of this dilicussidp. 

'** esteemed it to be the cansetif the bbt^|ie,.< 
and, if he IkuI ptkeii a bill of exceptions,')^ 
or adopted anj^i her mode of setting 
the verdict than lhal which he now ui04^ ; 
in submitting iliL* rase to the consirferatipti' 
the liou^c, ,he .should have conceive<i' 
** that he .«uhjected himself a 'severe 
" sure for ills conduct. .^ He nc/w left i/ /a j 
the /ion.Se to dvttnvnHe as they tho^j^rl?/* 

proper,” Here the matter dro^,^ 

ami that, too, \viiliont one word'lrom there*- 
l;»rnung Whigs j'^J^cept, indeed, fronp'S.ft *, 
Arihuf Pigoii^ who was decidedly ag^Sui^f/ 
any interrerciicc on tlie part of the h 6 u^^;^S 0 '^^ 
ih. 1 t It is now betilcd, that a maa'm'ajtAbib'- 
wflf/tf to pay for a [)a\t, at least; of \h‘e ex- . 
rinses of an lection, at whicli he 'rfiajf.hive,,- 
been nominated and choscR without his con* 
sent; and even agaiiVit* his will. ' This U |t/ 
i.ewly discovered fciitiue in oiir^gldyibiiai'i 
constitution.” Nay, w'hetber chosen,-^ Qr;:| 
not, he may be made to pay, unless 
king of the seat be the aft which rAtfershjhfp^ 
liable. Suppose Sir Francis' Biirdqtt 
been out-polled by the bietivr* or 
late Treasurer of the Navy, ‘ ^ 
jiothave been made to pay In t^iat. 
well as iii this case ? For, tjife hbstliiffV 
the book< would have been as much 
him then, as they have been rfow ; apd* 
being the case, a little ki>bt of electof»\l^ve»’:j 
ajianyiirae,^ the power tf half-r^^p^ iiiny': 
man, of little fblffune, — ’ 
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' • splto# . They have nothing to do 

lMlC,to oothioate hlm at Westminster^ and 
demand a poll in bis favour, to make him 
bablo to a abate of tlie High Bailiff's charges. 
liVas there ever any thing.so monstrous as 
this beard of before ? Is this the constitution 
of England ? Is it this that we are called up- 
on to pay and to bleed for ? Some peo- 

ple say, that it is hard, that the expetise 
dtoiild ibll upon the High Bailiff ; but, those 

S fsons are, surely, not inibnned, that the 
!gh Bailiff s is a very lucrative office ] that 
he derives His emoluments out of the pockets 
Clothe people of Westminster ; and that he 
his office, nut of tl ose people, but of 
/the Dean and Chapter of Westminster. To 
> take the elections, in the city, is one of the 
' duties attached to the High Bailiff's office ; 

' it is one of the purposes for which emolu- 
ments are given him ; and, if he pays so 
;^n)uch to the Dean and Chjpter as ^lot to 
leave Ihiii a sufficiency to defray the expenses 
of taking elections, ihe fault is his, or that of 
the Dean and Chapter, and by no means that 
of the people, who have an undoubted right 
to anne and vote for their representatives 
free of all expense, and free of expense to 
those representatives also ; for, it is evident, 

. that, if the representative be loaded with ex- 
^ peuse, it must be injurious to the consti- 
:ttu*nt. But, this is the state, into which all 
now got. Offices are spoken of as things 
, .|o produce money j and, accordingly, they 
lire bought and sold. Tftc duties are left out 
of the consiSeraiion j or, when rei|uirod to 
hp performed, are to be paid for, just in the 
fame way as if there were no salary, or in- 
come, attached to the office.— Ail that 
ppW remains for the people of WeNtminster 
to do, is to resist the claim pf the High Bai- 
lijPat every election. It would, perhaps, be 
ildViseable for the members chosen to await 
'the regular process for comprliwg them to 
take their seats ; and, after that, to sec \ghat 
the com t of king's bench will do. In the 
meanwhile, it would not be amiss, if the 
e^mitwltee for the last election were to as- 
certain the annual amount of the. High 
Bailiff's emoluments ; the several sources 
from'whioh ;hey are derived j the price 
which he pays for his office 5 the uses to 
which the money is applied j and the origi- 
xM iutentlon of the grant of such emolu- 
liieuts. Such an inquiry will be of great 
nse J it will lead us back to former times 
and usage.s, and will enable us to hold up 
flic constitution to the foces of those, who 
are so vehemently calling upon ns to roain« 
tain This i.s the way to light them. 

, You want us to spend our last shilling, 
'' and to shed ptir last drop of b!ood, in 


" mamtainiag the conftitafibtt« do yon I , 
" •Well, here it is ; this is it ^ utH, thtft . 
" we are ready to maintain against all .its 
" enemies, beginning with those wbora.wif * 

" to have assailed it.*' " Aye, you 

" pcrveVsc dogs," say they, " we koovr ( 
you are ; but, that is not w'hat we me^ 

" We want you to spend your last shilling > 
" and to shed your last ^drop in defen|ij^l' 

" what we call the constitution ; that iq to 
" say, us and our power and our numeroua 
" and immense emoluments.*'-— It is, ^ 
however, quite useless to write, or to twk 
much, about these things. We all of ^s; 
understand one another very well. The r^ 
solution, upon both sides, has, long ago, Keen 
formed. Time alone can produce/Wy 
change •, hut, in the meanwhile,'^n one ^ 
side all is fear, and, on the ether hope, 
or, at least, the absence of fear, it being 
impossible to discover any ground for ap- 
prehension. 

Pitt’s Bi&tii Day. The 28 th of May 

was, it .seerA^, the day, which gave this 
man to the world, and it appears from a 
publication in the Coiiriy news-paper of 
the 30th, that the anniversary of his birth 
was celebrated on that day, at the Merchaxt’ 
Taylor's Hall, in the city of London. 1 
have read over the long list of the persons, 
who arc said to have been present, and I do 
not see the name of one single per5on,who is 
not, in him‘>clf, or his relations, a receiver 
of the public money, in one shape or in 
another ; 1 do not see the name of one 
singit^ independent gentleman ; I do not see 
the name of any one person, to whom, as a 
member of parliament, 1 would give my 
vote. This was as it should be ; and th& 
proceedings, at the dinner, were perfectly 

ill character. Upon the cloth being re-/ 

•moved, ^ psalm was sung, " Not^unto 
not unto us, O Lord, &c. iSfc*' by a ser, 
of hired singers, in exact imitation of thor 
proceedings of the " diverting vagabonds,"^' 
who, .from the play-houses and the stews, as- 
seiphled to celebrate the triumph of Mr. She- 
ridan and Sir Samuel Hood at Westminst^ 
anc^wbich triumph,! would have these imifS^' 
tors recollect, was but of very short dura- 
tion. — —Next followed a lying Ode, from 
the editor of a news-paper ; a precipus spe-'^ 
cinien of doggerel, but admirably adapted 
to the subject and to the audience. The 
composer seemed to be perfectly aware, 6f . 
the motives of the festiytu^ audi Ijberefore, 
be took care to say, tbit, " nd^^nivy's ^clf 
" can say this noble train, their iites with 
" sordid ei^ prbfanCr!’ This yvas by way ■ 
of anticipation; but, fifr. may dog« 
gerel his eyes out, befofe he will get Any 
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rail of coinflpioii senie to believe him. Buck 
. Aea well know the real motives of this 
^ meefin^) and they know, that they are 
'ftpixfidness itself j they know« that to cele- 
^.^..^mte the birth-day of Pilt« is to inculcate 
tfiftoraise of a squandering of the people's 
^^rolngs upon those who do not Jabour •, 
\ know* that this festival was intended^ 
f mass of those who assisted at it^ to 

out the acts by which they had been 
phcd at the public expence —After 
Ode" came forth Mr. Fitzgerald 
will a recitation of some still worse doggerel 
-of/iis^ which has long been kicked about 
! bookseller's shops* and serving occasion- 
^ for a shade to their windows* under the 
of An independent tribifte to the 
jmory of Mr. Pitt." This effusion of 
J 2 ^nce comes from a man* who has* 
belie vS?Vfor many >ears* been in the 
Stamp Odi(\* or in some ot her othce, under 
' the minister of the day* and during his plea- 
sure. This gentleman holds the pen of a 
ready writer He is always at it. No matter 
what the subject* so that tt be^biit auspicious 
to his little interests! and, as tjic wise Duke 
said* ** scribble, scribble* scribble." Let 
there be but a dinner toward, and you are 
sure to hear of this Mr. Fit/gerald and hts 
ojbs. Two or three years ago, the news- 
paper people used to let us see his odes; but, 
of late* they have had the prudence merely 
to teU us about them. The Courier say^r not 
a woid in praise of this ** independent tn- 
bute," whence I should suppose* that* 
in spite of the poet's indefatigable exertions* 
he IS, at last* not very rich, and that he 
finds* to bis severe mortification* that* 
while he is obliged to give praise upon mere 
speculation* and upon very long credit* *at 
'best, he is unable to obtain it except upon 
condition of high price and piorapt pay- 
) ment. Since I discovered* that authors 
; -paid reviewers for suffering them to review 
s their own books* I have ceased to look into 
^le London reviews ; but, nt the time 
when I did* this son of doggerel appeared to 
be in close connectiqn with the reviewers ; 
and* accordingly* accounts of his insigiiiti- 
pei formanceg made* freiiiientlv, a great 
figure ill those works* which ine^ dupes 
about the country look upon as the standard 

of taste. What a life this poor man mu>t 

^ lead ! Continually upon the watch for some 
occasion of paying bis court to those who 
have the power of adding to hisr salary. Con- 
tinually battering Ms dull brains fot* some 
new tag* as,a conveyance for his disgusting 
panegyrick. Of all the slaves on ei|rth the 
niost wretched must surely be a slive in 
Thyme !i~rThe " independent tribute * 



t betog finished* the " principle of j 
were toasted* wjth a wldi that 'they r 
continue to inspire the councih wV 
Britain* which was followed by the ttine^ 
Britons strike home'* ivstonishing 
pudence ! As if the public could fail td 
that it was during his administration, thijr 
France became mistress of the continsnt bf 
Europe* and that England became, what slfb' 
now is* a country besieged. These noxf 
pedhle will tell you, that the situation of tw 
country is such* that your only hope is* W 
be able to escape being conquered by France* 
Into this situation we have, it is notoriofis* 
been brought during the prevalence of the 
principles of Pitt; and yet these peof^ 
have the impudence and insolence io tell 
world* that they glory in those principidt^ 
and that they wish them still to be acM4 
upon.— —Aye, but they^o not mean these 
principles. They mean the prinetpihs upon 
which the people have been loaded with tvfe* 
es and«themselves loaded with wealth. The 
principles* upon which the enormous grsnti 
of money have been made* and upon whtdi 
the hundreds* who could be *'amed* havip 
been permitted to fatten.-— Tliere appeafw 
to have been something of a mixtnre oi 
masquerade at this festival ; for* theri^ is 
speech given (and which I am now about tb' 
insert), under the name of the 
Chancellor," which never could bavw 
come from any m«in, being a real Lon} 
Chancellor of England.——*' The Loan 
" Chancellor* ^whose feelings were so 
" stiongly affected, that it was with g’'eat 
" difficulty he addressed the company, said* 
" that he lamented most bitterly the loss^'^- 
" which the nafioit and mankind had 
tained in the death of Mr. Pitt, and N < 
" would offer up his prayers to a grachai 
" Providence that this loss might be supplied 
" by raising up some distinguished ckifac- 
ter by the superiority of whose genius and 
" viiluc the protection of the human, tUce 
" might be secured. His poor endeavours 
" be should constantly exert for the benefit 
" of his country; he happy in tftc con* 

** fdenre of his sovereign, a. id he ?LMered 
" that august prince* beLause he knew that' 
*' he valued the hi er lies ot t hose ovcrwhoiki 
" ho was appointed to reign. He (lord 
" Eldon) was not only the (xilirical (liend^ 
" of the eminent statesmao w hose bn th<*c]4y < 
" thev were now celebrating* bub be 
the private friend of his heart, and hG*’ 
could not advert to the depi nation he bad 
" sufiered without the most poignant grkfjf^ 

" Happy would ii have been lor him* ^ 
he himself been the precursor of the assof 
" date of lus bosom in the vale of dOeuL 1 
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(said his Iordship)i'^ds for as my cn- 
*f ^voarS can go, live in allegiance, if I 
may so express myself, to the njenK*ry of 
.that great man; and why will I do so? 
Because by so doing I shall act in the wny 
'' Vhich I conceive to be ni«st consistent 
''.with the, interests, the happiness, and 
liberties of the people ot GicMt Bri- 
tain,- In all the experience which I have 
tod of the views and conduct of my cU?- 
'^sfid and lamented rriciid, I have ever 
" that in no moment ho neglected the 
good of the state, but always I'elt tlie most 
; '^Ivjgilant and jealous anxiety for the wtII* 
being of ali rg>nks and condiiums of men." 

I will not, for a moment, sup- 
pose, that tills was uttered by a Lord Chan- 
cejilqr of England. It must have came from 
VQliae methodist preacher, dicssed up in a 
big wig and gown* I'ho Courier relates, 
ttot upon the close of this fipecch^thecom- 
.p9ny,/v^o« Lo retire [\wd, well they u^giit. 
T/ieb cnedicilon was all ijiat was wanted alter 
this- prayer ibr all ranks and conditions of 
•^.inqn.’* Assooiale of his bosom ia the vale 
of death, indeed ! Whal miserable, w iiat dis- 
gusting stuff! What, v.ieli'hed hmnbiig ! 
]>w : J^ppresent Loid Chaucellur would not 
pi drunk >^an<l, J am veiy lUre, that, sober, 
soever yould lu\o thus exposed hjm‘=eir to 

laughter. One ol the nujtivc'^,, and the 

pli'ncipal one, amongst tlie insiijalors of 
this festival, doubtless was, tlio embarrass- 
ipentand uiortificatit n of their political op- 
ppnents,. who. have dropf^ed (he cel. bration 
of the b rth-.lay of t^hdr hero, chictly, per- 
haps, because they arc not eiiongli united to 
kpep it up. But, wliy did they ncit join the 
others? ’Why not go and .siug Xoii Nobis 
,J)omine “ in a .superior style ?” Why not 
gpapd clap the ode of Mr.^Quin, and the 
independent tribute” of Mr. Fitzgerald? 
Why not “ offer up their prayers to a 


pout aid slink away ? Why not go Oh alt • 
they w'ere going? Prom the mbment*, 
lliey tljeinsclve.s came into power, they 
came the eufogists, the open, ihe aVo'weHv^ 
imitators of Pitt, of' whom, upon all o<^ * 
ca.sions, they spoke ns of a grenf and vfrtuoiie * 
minister.* Why skulk, then ? Why not^j 
brazen a thing out in a birih-diy celebration 
And, if they could not get their heads 
at Meichant Taylor’s Hall, why not ha ^a^ 
meeting elsewhere ? This fiiction is Bie 
most completely embarrassed and baffledk)f 
any one that the 'country ever .saw. Engt- 
new to grasp at pow'cr and pelf mailc ther^p 
join with, and truckle , to, the Grenvilletl; 
The conditi#)n imposed upon them tvidciuly;,' 
was, that they bhould praise Pitt, and avtjjfi 
their intention \o imitate his conduct 
as' pb.ssible. Ibis has been to ytotlf the 
• buhdaiit .source of inconst&tcnci^ and dis- 
grace ; and 'it will continue to rfow during 
the remainder of their polilicab lives — - 
At the birth“day dinner, one toast was, 

“ The Spanhh natioH^ nnd success to the 
clforts of its ficople agc^lust the iyianny of' 

** JUionnpartc!" So, heic we are in love with 
tlie Spaniards, after having seized their fri- 
gates without a declaration of war, and made 
two attempts at seizing their territory iir" 

I South America, The tyranny of Buoirt- 
I pnitc ; ” aye, and tl.e lyranny of «/«// lody 
'u*. . Tyranny is not moie tyranny far being 
exercised by Biionaparte. Our coiiip-ssiou 
for oppressed people seems to lie dormant 
filwavs, until those people get into the 
clnidics c;f Buon.iparte. For iny part, I can 
.see no diffeicnee in being oppressed and rob- 
bed by him and in being oppressed and rob- 
be«^by others. What is it to the Sp;vniards, if 
they are to be sla\e^, yvhelher they be liis 
slates, or the slaves of the Prince of Peace 
or of a set of tyrants, raided up among.?' . 
them.selve.s ? The newspapers liave. ,of late,* J 


gracious Providence,’* that aiiother Plit 
iXkIght arise “ for the protection of l|^e 
human race ?’* *^\Vhy not ail this ? They 
joined these commemorating set in voting 
toway f3&ty thousand pounds of the people’^ 
inqney to pay Pitt’s debu, and that, too. 
Upon th« score of his public services. Why, 
thftn, should they not join in celebrating his 
tajrth day. When it had been made clearly 
.appear, that Pitt, without any authority, 
and without the consent or knowledge of 
^ven bis colleagues in office, had leni with- 
out interebt forty thujasand pound.? of the 
public money to two mciir ^ho had, at that 
time, seats in the House of Commons, the 
^higs, instead of what the people expected, % 
proposed a bill of indemnity for him. Why 
pqt oele]>rate his birth-day^ then. Why 


entertained us with accounts of the ideocy*" 
of the king of Spain, of the- baseness of th^ 
heir appaieut, and of the rascality of thf 
mini.sler 8 , who, by mere dint of impudenca 
and profligacy obtained the power of op- 
pressing the people. What do these bitjh^- 
day people want, then ? Do they want ' 
pcoplQ cf Spain to continue under the old 
sj^lem.K Can they conceive any tyranny 
more gallinglh/m that which is exerpised by ^ 
notorious rogues in the name of a slavering 
ideot Whiit do they want ? Do they 
want te sec a revolution take place, and a 
new kind of government set up ? Hardly j 
yet, U is •^difficult to say what else they can 
want. ^Napoleon will not fail, 1 dare say, 
to keep a pretty tight hand over the Spa^ 
niardtf} but„ tlie question 19 , paft the people 



be mere oppte^M Ihan itiejr kto^ 
^ dV^e ? Tbis'rs not the qxiestion for usi^ i ebilfre lOt 
yS^m : for, it may »iiic..u» tor the bpnuiards 
^ f^dotiooe slaves cinder their present rulers 
^ mber than be fieo (if ihtit were likely to-oe 
UM^case) under Na{K)leon. But, it is the 
A. aue^tioii, and the onfy que^tiun, for (lie 
ot Spam ; and, whatever maj be the 
ji mhe« ot the biilh>^y gentry, they may 
tdbeyfi ured, that, it the people of Spain feel 
thwthey cannot change for ike wo'tse, they 
wi/niake no icsistance against the Fiench 
Wien mere life is all that a man has left to 
prj^rve ; when the governnfent has proceed* 
inch by inch, till he has st upped him 
I the -kin ; when bare existence 1*1 all that 
^ r\t\ cdl 1114 own, It IS toik mncli to 
. him to hazjid that, to place that in 
i^iato and ininiinent danger, lest the 
a’llegianoe should be changed. 
Bc^ing satined that nothing worse can come, 
he uill natiiialls wish foi a change ; because 
hi any thange, ha it \sliat it niiy, the 
chances are 111 Ihb ta\ oiir Ihu is as plain, 
and the cunohisian ab i^ifaliible, as tint of 
the result ot any qupstioii 111 i 4 ie rule ol three. 
It must be so, and it u ill btf so, in spite ot 
all the toi'ts and all the psalms and all 
the prayers of the Pittites and tluMrnndcih 

appeals to me, tint there is another, 
andawiy sudicient reason, fot a people, 
who, like the Spiuiards, are held in shve.> 
by IhcT domestic t} rants, u ishmg toexi luinge 
that tyianny for thetMann^'ot aunt Iiko 
N apoleon. Men find an apology to tl ciu 
selves for quieily submitting to the comm • ds 
of a great conqvieioi and immens'^ nniies It 
is evident to all the world, in sacli a case, 
that icsislance is \ in , an I, iheuf jrc, tlieie 
IS no disgrace in s .1 iinS'iini Hut, to sub< 

• mit to a band ot tame intii’;uing lognes, 
who, under the naine-y nt 1 uv and jusnee, 
so completely immedi the people as lo ni'ke 
one half of them tiie spies upon, an I the 
'plunderers and bingmen ot the othei halt, 
in infamy that man cannot beat with any 
degreeof patience When tli in»^s arecome to 
this pass, resistance is iidl as vain beic as in 
the other case ; but the fact is nut so evident 
tn^he world ; apd the slave cannot make to 
mmself the same apologv. Any# nation, 

- however numerous, wise, and biave,* may 
be conquered and enslaved by a supei^or 
foreign force, and may be well entitled to 
the compassion and lespect of thewoild, 
but, a nation which is enslaved by domestic 
tyrants, which does, in fact, enslave itself, 
and ought to be, an object of uiiiversal 'j 
contempf. It is, tlieiefore, quite naturali 
that men should be, as w'e have^rpeently 
imm thetar >»'«> iuttaoces, ready M 
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exchange t^4^at|b Ifac i tyf 

.evtm sopooiU^that they aie 
latter avjU severe as the 
have ofteq been amuu-d by thfe.eartt4^eii^, 
horiations of the Courier and the 
Ppst, addi essed to the inhabitants of counfr|&' 
about to be invaded by Napoleon^ 
upon them, in the sacred name of ftber^^ 
to come f 01 th and. be chopped dbwn to tbai 
last man, raltu^rtban suiter their cdontry'toi^ 
be^pUuidercd by the French, AUs ! poor 
fell >ws, if they could have jead these disinr 
triested exhoitatiuns, they would not have 
been able to iindei stand one word of them. 
To talk to them about liberty and^ property 
is like talking to the African about Yrost an4 
snow. It they In'd known (he meaning of 
the w'ords, ihcir niiswcr would have been ^ 
** Why man, we have no lifierty to pre- 
seivf, we aie aheady plundeied to the 
** very skin, .and we defy the ihench tp 
“ plunder any body but those who now 
pluiuiu us, tnd who insulc ns into tbb 
baig.»‘n If the Morning Post coulfl 
have uteueil an ulswer fioni some of. these 
people, how toulish iis editor would hqvd 
looked The peoDle, who were about fo be 
mvaJw'd fay the iMcuch, weie full as gopd 
judges of thcar suuation and interests as tb|i 
Moi lung Post was. Ihcy well knevt tltS? 
ihev tuul I nut be jilinidercd j or they w^puld 
hue toiighi to keep one lha {lundeter,' 
IJie thing spCtks for itself We alhwdl do 
much lo guild i>\i own possessions. The 
most coAudlj of niinkind w^U scratch an4 
bite ihose who come to take aw.ay their food 
aiulrnmontj and, theiefore,* when a popii« 
Ions m'lon 'iiflcis itself lo be overrun by a* 
lorcijn enemy, w'e may be assnied, ihaUf 
the people in gener.d of ib it nation do not 
think (hat that enemy will, nr can, do tberti 
<anv him Iheie is a suit of intuitivo, 
NOimiJi, which Ib-^ds people to concluJi5,«(hat 
the enemv, be he what he may, wdl hot 
take away \ eopk’s food, nor m'ke the 
hiiien 'Lhe Morning Post leasons !n g 
dneyent way. It supposqf afi the world 
•made for the use of England ; thaf, an^ 
longer than a country can be o&usO Mp 
England it cannot be coqsidered as any othtt 
than base and infamous; and, of coursf, 
ihu, wbt>n It is ovetrun bv the French^ it 
IS become base niul infainons, and mayjM 
well be anniliilated at once. Bur, soteanSij 
not the people of othvr countries, 111^^ 
consult theuv owu happiness; and, if llm 
think they shall be happicM under ihe doji^ 
nion of the French thnii they now 
though we may regret this opinion of 
weopti have no right to abuse thsni for ' 
iiig upon it.— more toast;^ tfa^ I 
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ftMl I4l(b ttoV^teaie of ihii fe<irtfrl * *• The 
prMfttttmimu radon t aaiwecss to (fi*^ r 
M^su/Jl^ '* Ubi» toa^t* the hihtorian telU 
MA, Wa^^ink wuh enthusiasm, approach- 
»)({ (o indtcjiions of m'^dueiis, iiJ the ap- 
jj^Lffise; t'ltf ** tumuli ** of nh ch it is quite 
i^TOssible .for I im to dc>rribi , cont n led 
for near a quarts r of an ftou', upon which 
dne may exiliim wiih hoiic<it Casca, 
what a dtal <t foul brtiih was there 
** Uttered ’** It m ist Jn\t been amubing to 
tfie mtoisteis (wl o \\ere a most all picsei t. 
observe) lo see tins smte of sjeophanc} , to 
lee th«* cjndiaates fui sbaiuig in the taxes 
{^lacing iJieii leliancd upon tue stiength ot 
their lungs, to obseive ail then v'lnotis 
tncko to attuct attention, and to catch i 
promisiig glance fiom the dispensers of 
favour And, then, if one could have fol- 
lowed them to then severs! abodes, fo have 
lu^ard them, in their hilf drunken moments 
of bliss, bhb out then sanguine esjiec ta- 
ttoos, tell ot (he nod received fioni ot e 
gieat in')!!, thesmde fiom anothei, and the 
^sqoteze from a thud ^ hold copsultati in i p in 
(he purport of half uttered phi isc s , est w U 
the value of monos>]lables and v^inks of the 
efp , ^nd then, again, to have seen them, 
the fames of the 1 quor evapoiated, 
felapsc into the doubts and fe rs that ac- 
companied them to the festival of venality, 
jif one could have witn^sseu this then might 
one h ive exchimvd, thu», O, Fnt * by 
MCb men, and in sueh a mnnnei , ou^ht the 
^or of th> biith ever to be commem iraud * 

4 Boiletf, 2d June, lb08 

ilPORT MAO 10 THE FLECIOUS OF WEST- 
MlNSTEU ON ins 2 ,<d of MVY, IbOd, 
0\ THI- COMMITTSK APPOINTED TO COH- 
DUCT 1 It fctPCTlOW IN /VVOUE OF SIR 
ifRANCia BUKDEIT 

7 hit wneo ^our Committee bid the 
ple^suieof meeting their constituents on the 
29^(1' f Jf me, IbOy. they w'eic not prepaied 
to make a re^nlar lUpoit o* the principles 
and motives which governed their coiidact 
during^-the hte elecuon, their tune Ind 
been tiken up in excitiqg the Electors to as- 
sert tht<*ii indtpendence, and in giving effect 
to the means by vyhiob their glorious tri- 
umph WT* to ba celebrated -^-r-Your Com- 
thutee thiu)t It necessiry to tike a rapid sur- 
vey of the former and present state of the 
R^resentation of Westminster, that you 
may distinctly see, wbaf has been attamed by 
the energy) on displayed when acfix^ for 
{fourselveb f tt^lt yoit may piscertain what yet 
lemrunstobe done, and what are (he means^ 
by whiA It may be effected —It wiO net be 
Oiccssafy to remind this Meeting ot the coa* 


tests Ained on in Westminster by the Wbtj( 
and Tory faciions, m the early part of (he 
present reign, much less df thoid carried .M 
by the PiMh and Dundasiscs on the ouehaim 
and the Foxites on the other, in tbe}em 
1/84 and lyHd. Ihese list must be in tl^ 
memory'of most of us, and thd facts relating 
to them are, as the) have been descnl ed b? 
an eloquent and inflexible patriot, ** si/*, 
ciently notorious, and more than sufficie^ 
infamous ’ But, it may not be unneces! 
to observe, tlnt^ the enormous expeticif^ 
which these conte'its were carried on waslT 
gre It ev eti foi the princes, lords, and plac\ 
men of the respective fictions Tins ex- 
pence, togethei with the acknowledged ultep 
impossibility of obtaining any Icgil dec^ 
on the merits of the return, induce/r W, 
leadeis of both Fcctious, who nevo***^aksce 
but to dtpnve the people cf ij^eir rights, 
jointly to issue then decree to pi event any 
i thing like a fiee choice at an) lutuie Elec- 
I lion in Westminster The name of one 
person in each faction wss to be inserted in 
the leturn, andliiese men weie unblushing- 
]y to be cilled llepiescnt lives of the People. 
— One poblic-spinttd individual was found, 
howevei, to offer himself is an instrument 
in the bands of the people in the year \ 7 ^$ 
to destroy the effect of the msndates ol their 
new t)i«ints Ihis attempt, though not 
sucresblul, \v,»s not without benefiudl coiise- 
quci (es and moie principle was infused 
in»o the public mmd in seventten days, than 
the Faciions had been able fo destroy m 
more thin seventeen )eais * The atiempt 
wns renewe I in J/pb, and was countenanced 
by a far gi eater mini her of suffrages The 
Factions weic moie fully exposed, and the 
people became less inattentive to the fate of 
ihtir count 1) — ^From that period to the 
deith of Mr hox, (be seats for Westminster 
coin nued at the disposal of the Factions 5 
but. It IS not to be ddubted that the seeds of 
public 8pii It, wliu h were scattered with nq 
spnr ng hand 111 1790 and i79^» have contri- 
buted to piodice the glonous event which 
we are now met to celebi ito —1 he death of 
Mr Fox forms an aera in the representaHOQ 
for ^W(?stininstpi. The people had seen 
with disgust another coalition of men, who 
*V bad b^n long contending lor the plun- 
der, the government, and the paiionage of 
the country " They had seen these men 
unite and seize the reins of government j 
and the) had seen, too, every profession m 
favour of Reform, or tlie Rights of the peo- 
ple, satyificed at the shrine of place, or 
rendered to the arbitrary principles of Toiy 
Grenvilles by apostate Whigs •— The leadml 
of tte Factions appeared lar more sohcMt^OI 



i iiofloosior to vacant 

:abinet« than to appoint one to fill his 
representative for Westminster, ant) 
isedj and disgusted electors^ became 
ent sptfctators of the scene. TIit*> 
apathy gave rue to various protest 
f seruce: men of any chaiactCr. men 
iharacter and of infamous character. 
c>f offering themselves ns cnndtdstes. 
se political adventurers tied oeforethe 
hepowei tulHouseof Nonhumheiland. 
;icy became tiie successm to Fox. But 
e not to the contesf at tlio GenrTal 
n which ^ook place immediately af* 
is. At this election the (eelings of 
!tors were excited by the most genc- 
^J^otives. A dciiire to protect and sup- 
proscribed A man was presented 
Jlo thems^ybo with the couMtenance ot the 
Whig iacubn. viien out of place, had 
brought sermus Charges against a supposed 
Indian delinquent Ihese Charges he per- 
severed in : bill such perseverance no longer 
suited the Whigs. They were now in 
place, and one condition of siheir beini; so, 
npieaied R) be, that the arcufied should be 
icteened, not fi om conviciit n only^fbut also 
from inquiry. That the exerticns of the 
eh*ctoi8 were not on ih it occasion successful, 
was owing paitly to the coalition of the can* 
didates supported by the respcctise Factions, 
and partly by the arts of those prostituted 
Ililection Intriguers employed by one of 
them Foriunately for the country, that 
parliament had a speedy and sudden death 
^T/te King ** appealed to what was colhd 
the Seme of His people," and nobly, and 
glonoLi^ily did you answer that appeal — Ac 
all the Elections for Westminster which have 
pa'ised befoie our e)e5, houses have been 
voted for winch were empty, or inhabited by 
women, or foreignersi, oi by that description 


to |bx*a vacant Nvo possesiedyoura^s^Vow 

ID to appoint one to fill his yours x attain the otber-^- it la 
ive for Westminster, and right. But tiever relinquish 
tsgusted electors, became have so honourably recovered.^ 
ors of the scene. The* fend» what you have so bravely wdtf.m 


retient events which have taken place in 
Court of King's Bench, call upon sour Coa^ 
mittee to stats to you explh itl/the PaCtf* 
relating to that part of the vuhject ; )n otefer.* 
tha| the false impressions which have gone* 
forth, countenanced by high auihonty, may 
not continue on your minds or that of thb 
public. And to this part of the report, your 
committee request your parlici Jar attei turn. 
— -Jn consequence of tl»e Resolutions pas^^d 
at this house the 4th of May, Jb07r one of/ 
which declaies, '• That it would he to tk$ 
** immortal honour of the City of Westmin- 
sUr^ and afford a great and g/onous esc* 
ample to the Lleitors of the United 
" Kingdom, ihui gvu should icturn Sit 
** hri^ncis But (let t to Pat lialnent, free frolfS! 
** every sacrifice and expense to himself ^ 
** upon independent principles, consonant io 
*' the genuine spitii oj the constitution 
England, which dechms that ** eheiions 
** “ shall he free ana without corruptifinf^ 

Your corrmiitee deiei mined, as on# 

mean to i educe the expense, to pnt the hh 
gality of the chims of the high bHiliff toflNl 
test For this purpose, they announced tQi 
him on the night before the commenretneiil 
of the elec tion, that some electors intefidid 
offer lluir \otes to Sir F. Buidett. Th* 
high bailiff then demanded tint tbeysbouM 
enter into an engagemei r to pay the expett* 
ces he usuall) ch irged 1 hii was peremni* 
toiily lefused. He ihtn said •' be 
not receive the poll " but. on a little re£jBC¥ ' 
tion, added, Do not take this for a defi- 
nitive answer, Jet it stand over ttll the moin^r 
lug" Jn the >noining he found he Iiaut4( 


of people who aie worse than useless, the 
bane of eicry fiee state, those w ho, for their 
^wn private ends, affect to think their suf- 
frage unnecessary, and those who having too 
much virtue to vote against their conviction, 
have not sufficient firmness to do so against 
Ibieii inteiest.— To remedy these evils a plan 
18 under the consideration of youi committee. 
JlFbey are not without hope that these*mis- 
chiefs may, in a great degree, be parried.^if 
not intirely overthrown. And they have no 
doubt, that in carrying such a plan into exe- 
cution, they shall Kceive that liberal support 
Hvhich has charactenxed the Electors of 
Westminster. — You will now perceive what 
vet remains to be done. You have a foot- 
hold, and never forget the proposition of the 
iigieat Aicbimedes, that haa he a place ** to 
yeiiuponi be would move the world."* Yon 


take the poll, and lie agieed to do so, ** 
serving his lights.” Whatever bjs righli 
m^ht be your committee were wUhn|t 
should be reset ved, but tbey^were dcterniinef 
not to sacrifice yours by entering into htt 
terms. They then desired tlha^ che« 
clerks, &c. might be admitted to the fao# 
tings i which he refused, unless the agrOfk* 
inent were signed. Your committee fiif» 
plied, that if he granted such adivdss^l^ 
to candidates who agreed to pay his ebafgm 
and refused them to you who resisted his »• 
legal demand, he would be gn It^ of jSrw 
partiality in the execution of hiseftce, vvmt|l 
would subject him todepiivation and " 

sonment. Under the terrors of New|^ > 
then, he ^ve those admissions which tlhl ’ 
lord chief justice has called a Mow accept* , 
ad bj’ j^our ooiainittcc. and wlilcv S, 



a. consent to Tglf^^ffvAcn of the 

e:s^nse for erecting the listings. The 
haUitf did^ indeed, ob^rve, *‘ that he 
)mew Sir '^Francis Burdett to be a man ot ho- 
nour, and that ho was sure he would pay 
hina.'^ To this it was replied, ** that Sir F. 

was ignorant of his intended Domination : 
tjwt he knew nothing of the CommUtee, 
mat be had nothing to do with them, nor 
they with him, and that the high baihft' 
might depend upon, it. Sir F. B. would ftot 
pay him one farthing.” And this is the re- 
ply which it has been contended proves the 
Weaker to be the agent of Sir F. B. And, 
n he was not the agent, then, it is said, thi«» 
protest IS nugatory and useless 3 and it is 
itiil mor^absuidly contended, that Sir F. B. 
became a candidate eight months after he 
had been elected and returned. And, by 
W'bat act think you ? Wliy, by taking his 
seat in that house to which you had sent him 
at > our servant,, against hit own inclinat'on 
repeatedly expressed, and to attend hic duty 
in which he might have been fotcibiy carried 
by the serjeant at aims, For this ait, a ver- 
dict has under the diiection of the judge in 
an action brought by the high bailiif, been 
given against Sir F. B. for a pioportionof 
the cfclige for erecting hiiitings, and of ano- 
ther chaige imposed by law spicifically on 
candidates only.— I'lut Sr F B was not a 
candidate trpre^s or implied, has been abun- 

K shewn by what h?s hem staged, by 
n declarations, and by the Avklrcsscs 
ind Resolutions of } oui^ committee, bi fore 
and since, au4 duiing the election. — —Your 
annmittee conceived, that they had ♦aken 
every possible precaution to avoid impbcaiing 
Bir F. B. in anv of their.acts, by not having 
the slightest communication with him di- 
I'Cptly or indirectly, ciiul, it ihcrefoie, never 
occurred to them, that any .action would be 
brought against him on that account. Sir 
F* B. too, w'itli that delicacy which belongs 
to his character, did not, as it was in a great 
measure a pccuniiry subject, announce ehe 
:ommencement*of the action to your com- 
BlUee ; and your committee bad not n pro- 
)er op^riunity of giving that assistance 
dpeh othei wise might have been done, as to 
befnefsof the case on tfietiial. Ydu are 
I cquainted with the result. — bough your 
[ ammiltee had much reason to be satisfied, 

I lat the unfounded claims of the high bailiff, 
pi -claims so injuiious to the fair freedom of 
(leetioD,«;-had been very materially reduced; 
jjret they were greatly disappointed that the 
^PQrtant piinciplefor which they had been 
DOiitendiog had not been decided ; and they, 
theiefore, Requested Sir F. B. to move for a* 
aew trid|^<nji-which has been refused by the 


^ " oourt:-^it Jias nqw iScccine the Imperf^^ 

duty of your CoiwnJltee, td-carty ihtlb fblt 
and complete effect the ResolisUdmi ' of tko 
4tb of May, and their'ie^ateddedrfftttio**^ 
during the election, that it should be ^ 
ducted free of eveiy expense to 'Sir P. . 

.liud, let the final isj»ue be what it iftay, yoB 
committee w'lll not suffer Sir F, B. to spenij 
one shilling of his own money in the di| 
charge of his duty to you and to our cout||'' 

— Your committee now present you wit| 
Account of ihe Expences they have Incur 
and the Subscriptions intrust d to tlj 
hands: assuniig* you, that everything 
been conducted on their^patt with the tnd 
ugid economy. 

Amount of expenses during 

the election 

Amount of the chairing, pro- 
cession, and presenting the 

car, &c. to Sir F. B 

Advertisements and printing 

to this day 

Incidental and law expenses in 
moving for a new' tiial. . . . 



30 3 6 


s 

.^1400 

11 

0 

By subscriptions . . 


13 

0 

Pamphlets sold. . . . 

31 

4 

9 


12()l 

>7 

9 

BaLince against the 

treasurer. aSii? 

13 

7 


Not including the yet unascertained ea- 
;pense of the action with the high bailiff.— « ‘ 
Voiii Committee have great satisfaction in 
observing, that the conduct adopted by the 
Electors of Westminster, has excited the at- 
tention of the countiy,, and afford the best* 
hopes, that, on a future occasion, it will be 
iinTtated by the electors in other' paits of tbo 
kingdom.— You havetiUacked coirivp'tion in 
its strong hold; 3011 have reduced and pos- 
se'»scd yourselves of one of the principal for/' 
ti esses of the enemy. Upon the first ecca- 
sioii yon will again take the field :-^if you 
again conquer — if the people of this country 
follow up the e;( ample you have set tlmq, 
andetbfey should fortunately succeed— they ' 
wijl confound the treasons of your doitteiftfe- 
ecieqiies, and England will bid defiance to 
any foreign foe ; although he may have at- 
tained the dominion of all the earth besities. 
—•(Signed) By order of the Committee^— - 
Samu^ Brooks, Chairman. — London^Mc^ 
23, 1808. 
c 

CURATRS’ , j . 

Sir,— T h6 open attacks of tho rcctoi^ 






l&rtr \i 

y djiicf th& stieakio^' at(mipc$ of tho^ 

Norfolk, without darrt^g lo g}t*e 
Fir>igoature.s to advert is'enienti, issued nt* 

' miiny private cnlh and underhand nia« 
IVi’Cs, demand from every man of honour 
candour, a manly and decisive natice — 
lOsc'who are hot of the clergy at ail, are 
ji^^^called upoh to inanifeht ll)eir senti- 
Has tlie st(rte no interest in (he dis- 
in of clerical pi optniy ? Is iKe. patron- 
age pf men who iiol'd property in vanoiis 
COnAies to be bartered by eonnivancc, and 
Kht^tateto be forbidden from every inqif ry 
every protection of llie ministry ? Tiien 
I the establishment fall, as fall jt must if 
jded by t he wisdom of parliament. Clc- 
Is^opriefors of tithes 7naif wish to leg's- 
foNiljeir curates ; but, surely, a little 
modesty wi^ induce them to submit to legis- 
lators in pa\amenl, and not advcni^ic for 
meetings and petitions against the Stipen- 
diary Curates’ Bill, lest tlu* principal laymen 
should counteract their advert ihcments, by 
offering their di^interesteJ gre^iiness, to shel- 
ter the u«.protec(c(f and uncsivied curat:t*s, 
and by callii^g them together by acjvertise- 
inent, make inquiry into the decimal arilh- 
inelic whereby theirsalaries are adjusted. A 
conversation last wei?k iipitn the increase of 
'servants* wages, excited from a rector this 
odd reply, ** Port wine is now au hatulrcd 
jjoniids per pipe, and I have been forced to 
advance my first footman to thirty-fire 
pqi^ls per annum riither tliafl part with 
^mni" when this same rector told Ins curate 
a few (lays before/ that he ruu>»t agiee at 
twenty-five pouiuU per annum, and no fees, 
(and preach every Suiuldy ! ! The saiafy 
.of the curates wants to be as unequivocally 
known to parliament, as the* salary of its 
navy or army subalterns, and no objection 
atisestoacleiicalannu.il list, beyond what 
may be objected to a navy or armydist.- — - 
i^Thc bookseller would be well paid, and their 
names and addressc.s may be easily obtained, 
hs every archdeac(^n, as well as every bishop, 
has a copy of the return in his own depart- 
ment.) The Seven ilTfavoured and lean 
j(!e&hed kine, as some rectors fe:ir,<\^u]d de- 
jpur the seven well-favoured and fat-flesliedj 
and themselves be obliged to diminish the 
W'flgesof the pampered menial, at whose h 1 - 
sulting hands the curate receives his ‘s£25, 
With a renlark upon his own bette" pay !— 
AVith An ' appearance of fairness, is ad- 

vanced, that a small living can «niy afford a 
small stipend to a curate: True ! if the in- 
cumbent be tiot a pluralist, and depend upon 
'^issthall preferment only, for his comforts, 
tiu in many cases the sm^l living is C^nly) 


prifer;tehal 

snrdy, Ml conSijemtiftn js 
ciau'n^ minrster: the aitce m IM} 

ment is not then the only pfopar 
for the .stipend of the curate/ Tbe:f 
ought not to be between rectors and Cli 
any longer. luis 21 question between; t£ 
state and the clcrsi^/. Theie is aii estaWsk 
ment of which kings and queans are tW^' 
nursinjT fiuhers and the nursing motheiffl^ 
Curates are the efficient troop. ‘^Parsbnagtf ' 
houses are their proper barracks. Whate\'aife. 
the .state judges to be serviceable fo theeaufiai 
must and ought to be adopted. Ncithitigekfl^' 
be more c(»nteniplible than- the pitifuf andl' 
avaricious attempt to cry dow^n the procG^<» - 
ings of government, by an association of d ''ft* 
ther rectors or curales-against the wisdom tut, 
the legisla t urc The curates of some paRsfii*'^ 
cs have not had a gu’nea from their ri%tpr| - 
these many years, and have^lved uporf'^to 
scrupiilgs of low fees, 'till they grind the 
poor to maintain themselves.. These, thj^ 
ought net to be. The glorying of Such tu- 
tors over their curates is not good> 
they should be enabled to dun with (heir 
peal the e«rs of the upper house, who 
n«)t con.sider that every parishioner .«iip^il 
their cslatc.s is interested in the fate of 
bill, inu'jnmch as the needy curate iiaU 0 $-^ , 
ject of compassion and ‘benevolence, to tb# 
congregation in which he pceaches.-— youts^' 
&c.- C. D.— 3% 27> 1808. , , . 

SECONP REPOHT FnOM.XIIE OOMMlTTBt tWV 
THE J3ISTIEI.ATI0N OF SUGAR. AtlD Mp- 

L ASSES . — Ordered to heprinted^lst May/- 
1808, ’ 
The <^^)inmitlee appointed to • enquire, fihd , 
report, how far, and uiuU-r what 
stances, it m.sy be practicable and 
• diciit to confine the distilleries of 
United Kingdom to the xx^ of Sugar, tittd : 
Molasses only 5 and also what other previf- 
fion can be made for '\|ie relief of the- 
growers of sugar iu the British 
dia Colonies; and to report th^ aline^r* 
with their obsen’ations and opinion lhqf 4 '^ ’ 
upon, from lime to time, to the 
and who were empowered to tepoi^^pr;. 
minutes of the evidence t^ken 
lliem ; ’‘Jl'’-: 

Have, pursuant to the ordei^ 
house, further examined the .. ■ 

them referred ; and have come to 
lowing Report, Your cotmnMee 
ing pre.H-enied their First.Hepofjt, 
in prosecuting the enquirr^ pbinti^d' 
them, in the order by which v 

stituted; conceiving that HT RgllW^; 
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ft loctva^ tc^iftdttfDptlftQ pf ] of b which the advantage is re^p*» 

ed by the enemy } ^particularly as by so doing 


srum <^d be created, 'material relief would 
bd^j^orded to the planter, enabling him to 
ditnitmb the qu.miily of the interior sugars 
nowtr ^imported, by converting a portion of 
t^m into that spirit, their first attention was 
directed to the mosteUgible nieani of nc 

Cooipltabbg this object. Un lerstanding 

that an extensive trade in fore»gn spirits is 
carried on*oiider the protection of licences 
from the privy council, and of neutral ffags, 
end that (hereby a great encouragement is 
given to a staple commodity of the enemy, 
Winle a proportionate discouragement is 
thrown in the way of the consumption of 
West India rum, your committee called be- 
fore them several persons concern c I in the 
continental trade, wi h a view to ascertain 
tlie fact, 'and to learn the manner in which 
the traffic is carried on ; and also two gen- 
tlemen connected with the hoards of cu»- 
toms and excise, fully capable of informing 
them, whether any lois would accrue to the 
revenue by prohibiting or discouraging the 
importation of foreign spirits in future ^ and 
how that loss might be compensated, should 
any such be expected to arise —It appears, 
that foreign brandy and Geneva arc among 
the enumerated articles, the importation of 
which is permitted by the general war or- 
der of the king in council. The expenses 
of freight and insurance however are too 
heavy, and the risk of seizure by our 
cruizers, and condemnation in our pn/e 
courts, is too great to ailpw the trade to he 
cotried on with any piospect of advantage 
pnder ihe authority ot such a gener.d order. 
The nivM chants of this country therefore ap- 
ply to the pi ivy council for particular licen- 
ces; which being granted, neutral vessels 
m*6 chartered, by which uudci these licences 
a tirade is securely cart ied on, which other- 
wise would not exi'it. The ships proceed in 
balliibt for the hostile port, taking with them 
neither British manufactures nor colonial 
produce, which would render them liable to 
coftfiscation. They bring hack foreign spi- 
rils/w^e, and fruit, but neither raw silk, 
nor soy other artklp useful to the British 
nkUUifaclurer. lliose cargoes are chkfly 
patdfbr by bills of exchonge. A.s this trnda 
a$^rds great encouragement to one of the 
chief staple^ of the enemy, wahuut promo- 
Bng in the smallest degree the wel.^aie of the 
ftblpping# nianufactiiriog, or colonial inte- 
*lresuof this country, it is evidently the po- 
licy^ as we are led to believe it is the prac- 
tice cf the French fovernment, to connive 
at its centinuanoe, er^ to protect it. The 
aeund policy of this country would seem to* 
rcfoirep the prol^itioa or discouragement 


the produce of our own colonies, and spiriti 
the manufacture of our own country, w 
replacb those so withdrawn from the j 
kef.«— It appears that thd quantity of fo 
spirits /or which duty was paid in the 
year, was 2,101,187 gallons, and that tU 
gross amount of the duty was 
The duty of customs aiKl excise per gluoi^ 
on foreign spirits, is iGs.. l|d. : on fUni, 
J Is. 2^ 1. and the excise duty on Britisnspi- 
rit'>, exclusive qf the malt duty, isys.^d. 
It would seem that a bare substitution V ^ 
consumption of the same quantity of splMj^ 
at a lower duty, would occasion a certa^ 
loss to the' revenue. Mr. Jackson calcu]a|ea 
that loss at i£7Sf),000 per annum ; atidpre- 
suming only on a bare substitution ofqpjmflly, 
thinks, that in order to praveiit jfly deficit, 
and at the same time to preser^ the present 
difference between the duties on rum and 
Biitish spirits, an addition of 2s. 8d. per gal- 
lon on each of these articles would be re- 
quired. But ^suclr additional duty, in the 
opinion of yoiar committee, could^not be im- 
posed without considerable danger of perma- 
nently diminishing the consumption of those 
articles.— As the flavour of foreign geneva is 
well imitated in this country, and as brandy 
can be made strongly resembling the foreign 
spirit^ it is impossible to believe that rum 
alone would be substituted in the room qf 
any quantity of those spiiits, which the re- 
commendation of this leport might witl^draw 
from the market. Should Ihe consump^'p 
of rum however be increased by the amount*^ 
of one-third of the foreign spirits which paid 
duty last year, that increase would rise to 
700, exx) gallons. The advantage gained by 
the West Indian interest would not stop 
here ; as a demand for an additional quanti- 
ty of British brandy would create a market 
for a proportionate quantity of sugar and 
molasses, those being the materials from 
which the best imitation of foreign brandj^ 
can be produced. It is proper to mention, 
that the present embargo in the ports of 
the United Stages will throw a large quantity 
of ru *1 on the market of the mother coun- 
try ,,wftich affords an additional inducement 
to yonr committee to recommend any mSlK 
store likely to increase the home consumption 
of that spirit.— The re-exportation from this 
country of the brandy brought in on licence, 
is not considerable ; the North of Europe 
being \:biefly supplied by the prize spirits. 
No duty is retained on the re export to Eu- 
rope except the war duty of 12 and 4 per 
cent, on the customs, or about 1 J pey gal- 
lon j to which the act enforciog the 







( 0 ]r^ W cottbilBai of 8d. per 

/ In soma imtances it maybe es- 
fi^ed duty Jfree. Thfa trade bai enjoyed 
lum advantages only since (he totroduction 
^ 9Ywe warehousing system ; as« before that 
?|mod| rum atone could be exported sviihout 
, duty.} the consequence is^ that rum must 
L lost what the other spirit gained in the 
•X^rt trade,— —The most obvious mode of 
preventing the* importation and use of fo*- 
reign spirits, would be by a law of direct 
prohibition. Mr. Frewin atates, that the 
' didiculty of preventing smuggling would not 
rendered greater than at pfesent, even by 
a total prohibition ’ of the trader; and Mr. 
Jackson thinks that the contraband trade 
mghtbe more effectually checked under a 
system, than by adhering to the 
present n^e of granting licences and impo- 
sing high duties. But in case it should be 
deemed more expedient to adopt the mode 
of laying on a high additional duty, the re« 
venue might receive its cpmpensation for the 
^ dlrmnished consumption of foreign spirits, in 
part by the increased consumption of British 
made or colonial spirits, which at a lower 
price would more than replace the quantity 
of that diminished importation, and in part 
by the increased amount of the duty on that 
reduced quantity of foreign spirits, which 
would even under these circumstances con« 
tinue to be consumed. Actuated by these 
considerations, your committee recommend, 
^j/kx that the importation and use of fo- 
^TOga spirits should be prohibited during the 
war, or that the duties of customs and excise 
on all such spirits imported should be greatly 
increased; and in the latter case, they also 
. submit that it would be highly expedient to 
lay a heavy duty on their re-exportation to 
any part of the world.— —Your committee 
concervj.ng that the greatest encouragement 
* which could be given to che consumption of 
^rum, would be to equalize the duties on that 
article and British spirits, examined several 
witnesses with a view to ascertain the pro- 
bable effects of such a measure. The evi- 
dence shews, that very great relief would 
thus be afforded to the planter ; but jt is ob- 
jected, on the part of the distillers, thaf they 
could not stand the competition, and that 
material injury, if not entire ruin to tblir 
trade, would be the consequence. If so, per- 
manent injury would also be done to the 
market for grain, which is now afforded by 
the distilleries. Your committee therefore 
refrain from recommending. the equalization 
Ipi the duties on rum and British spirits, to 
ifa? dbosideration of the b<iuse. - Your com- 
mittee are proceeding in the examina^on of 
other matters, which they conceive to be in- 
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to be enabled^ diortly tdAfntC, , 
yoiir table. Tlfey are uidojc^ 
this report separately, noteiv^l 
lates to a sej^te disUt^ 
also, that no ttme may. be losi.ih. | 
the recommendation contaiued id'^ ' 

— ■■ ' ^ 

KBW ANNUITY PLAN. 
liie following are the ResoHitions moved 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on tbo 
13tli of May last, when he opened his Flan 
for granting Annuities 

1. That it would tend to a more apeOdy 
and efficient reduction of the national 
and would at the same time be of materiat 
accommodation and convenience tolhe 
lie, if every proprietor of .three 
consolidated or reduced bank minuUiea ^tefe 
at liberty to exchange, with the caoirtlih 
sioners fer the reduction of the national 
debt,*such bank annuities for a life annuity 
during the continuance of a single life; 10 ho 
named by such proprietor; or for a Kfefi-* 
nuity during the continuance of tlie liYfa^ 
two persons to be named by such proprietors 
and of the life of the longer liver of 
two nominees. — 2. That, in older le'glvO 
effect to the aforegoing resolu ties every 
proprietor of 3 per cent, consolidated or mi* -, 
duced bank annuities, who shall be de«rojCt||; 
of exchanging any such bank annuities, foig 
a life annuity on the continuance of a tingle, 
life, shall, on transferring to the conin&« 
sioners for the reduction o£ the national 
debt any sucli bank annuities, be entitled, 
during the continuance of his or her life^ m 
of ihe life of some other person to be flaii|ed 
by him or her, to receive (under such * 
laiions as Parliament may deem itexpedieW', 
to adopt) for every dflOO of^yuch 
nuities, and so in proportion for any . 
sum than ^^100 of such annuities, traiNdfr^ 
red to the said commissioners/ a life aoimiy 
oPsuch annual amount, acqpiding to theligii ; 
of the nominee, and the average price of 
such bank annuities un the nearest 
preceding the day of the transftr / 

as is specified in the following table, 
table is printing.]— 3. That, in order 
give further cfifect to the aforegoing feseltM,- 
tion, every proprietor of per centr V 
solidated or reduced bank anooHkNb 
shall be desirous of exebangiqg j; 

bank annuities for a life annuity in 
tinnance of the lives of two persoftaj^ 
named by auch proprietor (of 
proprietor may be one) and die ii%^; 
longer liyer of them, shall J 

the commissioiirrs for the wWI ^ ^ 

national debt any such bank ami^ties# j 
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«ntit)^''4lMrln|r HmT mitiiHmnce of wich rem^ to the Kd)eto]>^ ot ttw pablic debt, ^ 
i^o hvjfif, and of tlielife of the longer liver a separate account shaJl kept half yearly^y 
of them, t6 receive (under sucli regal Kioih bv the coincnissionen tor the reduciion eft* 
as parliaiaeot may deem it expedient to themt onildebt of all bmk annuities wb/Ii 
fl4apt)ibr every ae 100 of such bank annoi shall have been luniiferred to them for^fce 
^i^s, and so in pioportion for sny greater puichipe ot any life annuities, and of the 
sum thaif^lOOot such annujies, iran&fer- dividends leceivabJe by them in re’-peA 
red to the said commissioners, s liteanmuty thereof, up to the peiioi ot such account, 
of such annual amount, according to tli#' distingmvhmg ihcrcin so much of the^seiid 
^peettve ages of such two nominees *and bank annuities as shill hivebetn (ransfcried 
the aver-ige price of siirh bink aim iities on in the course ot the nest immediately pre- 
tfce neatest open day prec e luij; the day of the ceding halt year — Also, a half \ early, ac- 
traoftter ihmeof, a’» is spe*^ iieJ in the fol- count of the amount ot all ihe life annuities 
Jowng fables^— [1 host table i aie printing ] granted by tium up to the period of such^ 

-**-4 That no peison shill be -idmitted to aocoont, disringiiish ng theiein the amoinUf^ 
bea nominee, either for » he gnnl of an m- of the life aimuities whit h slnll hAvc been 
An^y for the Lontmuauce of i single Itfe, g* mted in the ''ouise ot the next immc- 
Or for the giant ot an annuity for the con- (!niel> pnet ling half yeai ; and also^if fhe 
tinUanceCt two lives imlof the longer livtr amount ot all the annual sumy^liith, up 
of them, who snail be under the age ot to tin j)«-Mod ot the iid accopnt, shall by 
thirt)-five yeais — S That the divid'^n l-» leason of the de iths ot nominees have re- 
payable in respect ot the biiik aahuitics, \ *rled to the lands appliwiole to the reduc- 
'whicli shall be ti an sft. lied to the amimis- tioi (f the national debt, distingiiisbing 
•loners toi the leductioii ot the nUtowal theiein the unoui t ot such annual snins a^i 
debf^ m exchange for life annuities, '•hill be shdl hiVe sotievci^ed to the cqprse of the 
received by the said com nissionds, and next imniednttl) preceding to- 

•hall constitute a pai t ot llutiindS applicabl ^ gelhti with an account of the amount of life 
to tbe reduction of the n Uionul dfbt , nnd innmiies then p ,able, ani that in e;eiy 
that nut of ihe iaid funds ipplicible lo tbs such icc^uiit shill be spec ified the excess hi 
reduction of the natioiul debt, thosnacoia- tin whn'i. i uonnt of all ine life annuities 
miaiioners shall pa) the itfsp^i tive life ai luii- t' '*n b toie g inred above tl e i nount ot the 
ties granted in exch ingc5 tor surh bink an- diiidenl> receivable in respect of all the 
nukies duiing the connimuicc of the re- bink inni ities then befoie tiinsfeiicd tor 
^pective lives toi winch the same thdi Ic thepnuhist of life annuities, and ako the 
payable; and that the siid icspccLi c HI s> ( in/) in the imountoi the lifeSL 

.annuities shall be piyablc hilf yearly c ihv, nuitic-)t en pi>ab]e ibovethe imonnlot siun^ 
bank of hiigland, on the sun' clu^ on divi ( ud — And thit isepaiaie aicountshall 

yvhich the dividends on the stof k ti in rent I ah > H i pt half yeail) ot the capital stock, 

for the puichase ihcreol, miy bo puablo \ mch, upio the puiodot such account, shall 
IQ every yeai , and the hist p}nK*ut ol have bet iiedtemedby ihe applicUion of the 
eveiy annuifiy blull romme ve on the bame am* lal sums which bhall fiom tune to time 

day on which the lii-^t dividend on the bink have &o i everted to the said lands by r'^a- 


^innuities so tnnsfeiicd shul be payable ♦o 
Ihe baid commi&sioneis, a id ili it upon the 
jdeathot any bangle nominee, or of tlic^sui- 
vlvor of any two jo nt nominees, a suui 
one-fonrth pirt ot the an in ty de- 
pendant upon his 01 !,ei life blnll bo paid to 
fhe persons entitled to such annuity, or Ins 
or hir ev^cutois or admin is trfitors, as the 
tvse m^y be, provided the aacne shall be 
Claimed within two 3 ears aftci the deiln of 
such Angle or surviving nommee, and that 
the annUjal sum payable for every such life 
^KOftiilty so ceasing as aforesaid, shall thcnce- 
Ibrih revert to and constitute pa' t of the 
Hittda applicable to the reductio 1 of the n 1- 
ttonal debtH— d That for the pui pose of ay 
certaming the effect ot the measure proposed 
to ili6'‘Wbregoiug resolutions, wtth rele- 


sou ot the tk Uh ot nominees; and by 
tlie application ot thcaccumu^ iled dividends ’ 
ot the capitil slock redeem d thclel>> 

A so, an ucoiutof the whole amount of 
pel coutcapiiil stock, which, up to the 
|>enod ot such account would have been 
ledcejntd by the excesses in the amount 
ot^the lite annuities from time to t^e 
payable by the said conTnoissioners above 
^the amount ot the dividends tiom tune 
to time tpceivable bv them, in respect to 
the Hank annuities iiansfencd for the pur- 
chase ot such lite annuities, in case auch^ 
excesses had been intei mediately applied* 
in the redemption ot 13 pei cant stock 
mthd^ mannei piescrib^d by tbb laws now 
in force for the rciUtctiou of iho 
det^. 
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OFFICIAL PAPm. 

^ Swid^fCs Proclama* 
<^fnn, toufihing w Levy-en masse, dated 
( Slockha/m^ lAih of March, 1 SOS. 

\Ve» Gastavtis Adolphm, make known, 
thjt as the eastern frontiers of the kingdom 
ai;e already attacked by the enemy, and 
'those in the west and north are likewise 
threatened, we feel ourselves called upon 
to make the utmost' exertions for tlie de- 
fence ot our invaded coftntry. Foi th s 
puipose, and in order that we may be able 
to raise a sufficient force to attack the enemy, 
it It our will that all }oung nittii tiom JS 
to 25 years, both inclusne, of whatever 
rank or condition they may be, who h.ne 
not enlisted in the legular arm) of militia, 
or mvy, ‘Jiall hold themselves in readiness 
to take up Tiinis for the dcfeiue of oi i na- 
tive land, and assemble at nuh pi ces as 
shall be pointed out to them at a moment s 
notice — r 

**< &£voL unoN jN SiAi^ — Viom tie 
Frenu^fffitial pnjier the %IortileHr The 
article wlieiciii the Moniteiii announces 
tliio inipoitant in ( lligcnce, is dited liay- 
onne, May JI, ilOH, and is rtS follows — 

“ By a ticaty concluded between the em- 
peror Napoleoii and king ( hailes, and 
whith has been acceded to by the piince of 
the Astuiias, and the inf nils don Cailos, 
don Francisco, and don Antonio, who com- 
the whole (t the members of the 
houscMif Spam, all the existing ddftrtnccs 
have been adjus ed We aio still i^rnoiant 
of the condilijos of ih** lititv According 
to the constd ion (f oui g(j\c»-nment, it 
cannot be made pu’ till it has been com- 
municated to the s mte But we pciceive 
by the proclamation of the ki tg ot Spa n, 
and'thatof the piime of Asiuiias, that the 
cmpeior Napoleon is cldiied with ail the 
rights of the house of JSpam hmg 
Chailes, queen I oiina Ma la, queen M iii 
Louisa, and (he iinant don Itancisco, dme 
to-day with the emperor, and set off to- 
morrow for Boinde^ux. lliey will make 
this journey in four days, and wik rcpaii to 
Fontainbicau, whence they v ill go to C:>m- 
piegqe. It is believed tint il i-> residence 
has been destined by Ins oi.jesty to king 
Charles, 'hit he may spend (lie remainder or 
ins days there. The prince of Asturia*;, the 
infant <k>n Carlos, and the infant ^lon Anto- 
prOt the evening )cj»terday with th-*ir 
RMjfittletljiueemperoi and empreSs. They 
Will 4i]pem two days aOlourdcaux, and v ill 
to Valency, whetice it is 
pxt>b;||3ie they will go to Navan*. It is 
believed that his majesty has cc%*d*to tlnra 


ttikt iO]K(^b domota,* 
taiifing to It is said that 
pf distinction are on the road to 
where, it appears that the ertaperor Is atMm 
to hold a general junta. It is prasom«l»' 
that he will be occupied, not only In bBMv 
lating the suqicession to the throrie, but 
in fixing certain amelioiations which 
Spsniardb call for. F.very thing 'is ent|v^' 
tranquil in Spain. Things aie On the 
footing there.** 

To the above article were joined, a man^ 
date from king Charles to the junta of the 
government, announcing the nomination of 
the grand duke ot Berg, lieut. gen. of tbo 
kingdom, and a proclamation addressed IfH 
the Spaniards, both dated on the 4th 
May ; a proclamation of the 5(li df May^ 
from the junta to the inhabitants of Madrid ; 
n circidnr (proclamation) sent oil the (>th by 
tbc inquisition to all the fubunals #f ttiA 
kingtlom ; and, Inally, a Ictier from'lj^ 
king to the sup] erne council of Castilcs^ud 
to the council of (he inqmsition. The first 
three of these pitces aic to the tenor -dyi- 
lowing — 

To iht Supreme Junta of the Govemn^enU 
— Having judged it expedient to give th^ 
same direction to all the forces of ourkti1|jg« 
dom, in ord i to maintain seruiity of 
fcit) and publu tianqiniliiy against fife* 
nnes, as will exterior as intenoi, v;‘e bilve 
thought It fit to nominate our cousitf, the 
grand duke of Btrg, lifufenant-generdl of 
the kingd .n, who. at the ‘‘Mme time, 
mandsiht t'';ops of oni ally, the empevoXoC^ 
thelKiich Wc r/ mmai.d the council of-' 
Cisfilc, c nd tl e vapt^ins.gPi)Ciai and go¥^Q<* 
orb of our pu \ incci», to obey his orders^ 1^ 
the ime quiliiy he shall preside over the . 
jiintT ot the g ^clnn>ent Given at Bayonhe^'^ 
at the imptinl ptiliLC, btileil theT<d80C^dK 
the goieriiunnT, IMaj 4, 1803 (Si^Cd) 

TIlC KINO j 

Ptoclamui^on —Spaniards’ My beldifoi 
subjects, peihdious ruen seek to misled yOU. ^ 
They would put eims inioyom h(#dsagaifi^ a 
the I'ltpcb troops , ihe> seek alike taarifl yu^f| 
agiumt the Firm I , luid the Ficm 
you The sKkmg of all Spain, 
of every kind, woiilcl be the result 
bpmt of frtit on, the sa 1 tffects of WjS 
havcalie dvhii, i»^iill in motion, 
midst of ihc^e impoiUnt and cntic^H 
Mimes, I am occupied iii conccAin 
my ally, iheemptroi of lhe»Frcnch, | 
conrei n s y oui tre. Be wai e of 
to fhc enemies of it. All thosi(, 
to yo V againtt France, thnat 
they are either the enemies of ytOTl 
bi agents Of BngUad, who fifh tl 
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ing lhem%]yes of circamstaoces, and whose 
inlngties would invoKe the loss ofyoui colo- 
oiesj the separation of your pio\iiu« •», ora 
senes of years of tiou*>le and ciI imiiy for 
your country — Spun iids * tiusi to iny tx 
perience, and obey that luthnnl) which J 
bold fron> God ind m) fi hcis , follow my 
example, and tliink tint in the position in 
'Vhich you stand, time n no piosp«nty and 
safely for Spam ird«i, hut ui the friendship of 
ihegieit eiij) lor, ounlly Given it Hay- 
onne, fiom the impend piiatc, stilcd pahee 
of the govcrnnicnf, Mn 4 , 1 , thf Kino 
The Suf)nme funla f > thi hhalitanls of 
Madrid — liihuirtmls of Madrid, yoiii tran 
<indlit> will from henceforth undteiable 
"^oii will OWL It to the lo) ilty of )(ni own 
rliaraLtLi , but it will h sli 1 moic insured 
to 1011 by the cailidtntL, \ huh is inspired 
by th( Jiws, I 1 i)) tliLpiiiddici (f z ions 
iinjrsti lU lo wiiorn til i tstcuton h 
commit L I It i^t 111 this((n\iLli iitKitrl* 
«upieinc jm ti rf govirnmcnt prxliuis, 
tint Ml ob^duij 0 to (Ji^ dictate of hu nini 
the dlicd army his suppussed tl c mil nry 
commission, isUblislicl otly f ^r oi e di), 
as a neccssii), though sevcic 'icwiic 
whitlvwoidd not hue been cstihli lud, but 
for (he p rvcncncss ot sine irduiduiU 
' ^hit from henct-foith evci) dubitnnt, \ Int- 
HO \M m \ be his I nk, who lull hue ^uen 
CHisc t r b'ln^ s 7 Ld iw th Iitirh troops, 
p-ovuk I he hu t )t boi e inns iL.'iinst 
4 hem, shill b iiim^diiely gutn ov^i to 
Ins piopei jikJ^ s, nd tned by tl m And 
CVwii ui the r ih excepted cur, vi/ th t of 
hui'ig borne rms igni st the Fien ' tir ps, 
a judge n M 1 i ited b> the (cii \ etciu tnuiii '*1 
Of the lilt on slnll tdw us ?ssist in le^ulit- 
ing the viho’v of tl e puc^ssagm st iht c- 
cgsijd, till the bcr ^nr sptonoJK d No 
coiintnin'in doi iicilu K,d in the t vn, or 
atran^cr shdl oe mo' sted cn nri i nt of the 
pecul inti of ills dress, ind s U h s the 
ccclcsiibtics Ihe ( in cis crplojed ii i 
bringing provisions tithe town, slnll her ce- 
forwiid be s ct to no vexition, or d< ten- 
lion of *ln ii Cl 1 *^es oi itujIls L\cr m- 
dividuil who sliiilnive ju^t complimts to 
nuke, o I '1 tssing himself to thejud^<»of 
police, ini) rest aired, that he will, on 
the same day, ohtiin full justice and r^psr* 
lion, foi wh i ever d image be maj hivi sus 
jtatned —As to the muLtetis, who are like- 
wise emi)lo)cd m br ngng pi wisioui to 
town, and who gen^n'ly st ly iliere i few 
diys. Only one halt of then csttlcshdl in 
future be put m leq luition, even un^er the 
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most^ urgent necessity, and if\ no case shaft 
they be detained longer than three or four 
dajs, foi which they shall be p«»id at the 
puces alreidy giyen out Oiders shall be 
given at those gitev of the town, w|jicsre 
carrittis hive snthrtd aibitraiy detentions, 
111 01 ler to be sc irclied and stripped of their 
irms, thit this abuse be in future prevented. 
But It IS iNo neressar) to repeat the order^ 
against inirodncing fire-arms, or other pro^ 
hihited weipons into the citj , they ought, 
'•Iways to be deposited at the gate Given 
It the p dace, by order of the supreme junti 
of governmtnt, M y 5 , 180 b The Comte 
Casa VaHiNcia, secretiij. 

Romt — CtrettJar Letter addressed I if the 
PofK, through his Stcretary of State, 
Dntei April, 1803 

II s holiness, o 6 i master, his commmd- 
td his sec cliiy of stite, cifdiml Dona 
Pi nsili, lo nnke known to jour eminence, 
tint his hcait his been pencil itcd with the 
m )st ptign'^i t errief, on being informed of 
the Older guL if by the licnch general ^ 

I nun} members of the sicied Xollegc, to 
quit Rom w ithin three diys His holiness, 
wno (1*^1111 sees tint this nu isurc tends to 
oveithrow the tinpiie of the chuich, since 
ihuhc members uic removed fiom his per- 
s>n '»hoare neccssii} to the direction of his 
attiiis and U list Ins minister, his vicii 
cinnol 111 conscience permit this departure* 
lie prohibits, therefore, every one upon bis 
oith of obeditnee to icmove from 
1 1 1 ss ib'iolintl} compelled by foice, ana^ 
hu hoi nesi» foieseeing this case, thit after 
h siUe, torn }our cminei.ee from his bosom, 
you might be left at i c itiin distince from 
Roil, is ot opi rn tint jou should not 
continue vriir jouinc}, i nless compulsion 
should be used, to the phee designated to 
you, in order (hit it miy be a muter of 
publu notoriety that your removal from the ‘ 
headot the church his not bpen voluntarily,^ 
blit fiom c( mpidiion The virtues of all 
the 1 idividinls who hive received the order 
to d(pirt, (lone support the afflicted soul of 
his he ness, and are a pledge to him, that, 
accord fig to Ins example, they will suppoit 
these persecutions with pitiencc, aad that 
tl)s sentiments of the siered college far 
from being weakeied, will be strength- 
ened 

(1 hough this piece hid been sent to the 
Cardinals before their depirrure, it did not 
prevent some of them from going volun- 
tarily to/he phecs pointed out to them ) 
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taken nf this evtnt to latfack n;>- 

on Cbj^ Cbei^peake ^ Old and unad* 
jiHted dhpute about for seamen 
on board of lUerehant ahips, took the earliest 
Opportunity of stating to Mr Munroc, that 
If would be oeccssar) to tike greit care not 
lo mingle the discussions relating to the Che- 
sapeake with discussion^ upon anvo'herto- 
]de« In this Ml. Munioc could not but 
iriptiae, seeing tint he was the first to say that 
tSoaffair of the fngate ought to be kept dis 
'iipCt; and, he appeired to be quite tranquil, 
Slot apprehending ihit theie would arise any 
oonsideiable didfic ulry in the way of an ami- 
cable offangemeiit Having, herwever, ti 
'Kan a very shoit time to consider of the nut- 
ter, be, without waiting for instiuctious, or 
even for otHna] infoimation of the event, 
writes to Mr Canning in a ver) high tone , 
thi aifiilr grows, all at once, into vast impor- 
and, one can easily perceive, that, n 
dllU'Inierini, he has been spurred no to what 
himself did not, affiist, dream oC Mr 
CilHning, who displavs talents that almost 
any man nii*.ht envy, reiy piop^^rl) notices 
this change of biiie, as calculared to exciie 
some degiee of snrpiize, arJ as being i o 
very ii:«)ocl , but, he t ikes t ire, in a mild 
manobi, to 111 Mr Munioe pi revive ve y 
dearly, tha he ha'> little to h pe for fiom 
the eflul c f feai ‘>ooi ^ftei this comes the 
letter of Ml M^disoi to Mr Munioe, who 
llhooses to bvgin the iic^oo aiioii b> coffir- 
mcei with Mr C inning, i uhtr tlnn by a 
written coiies| uidfuce, siiui ii v tli s choice 
Was not wiihfiut a very snlhcient motive we 
•nail, by and b>, |erccne Having oh lin- 
ed this point, he, in his hrst interview, st ited 
dke repintion, wliuh his goveiiuncnt ex- 
pected 5 inmely, hist, “ that the men taken 
from on boi»d die Chesapeake, should be 
t*estoied to it second, ’that the olbcers, 
who had commuted the iggicssiun, should 
i* be exempl inly punished , third, th it the 
practice of impitssiueut from merchant 
vessels should be suppressed , and, 1 istly, 
" that the repaiation, consist ng of tliose se- 
veralf- acts, should be announced to the 
American govt rnment tin ongh the me- 
**' dium of a special mission * Set a beg- 

E ar on horse back, sa>s the oM proverb, and 
e’ll ilde fo the bevil Was there ever an> 
tiling so insolent as this befoic heard oi ^ 
Wltat ' give up our deseitets to theni , set 
these mtn at I berty , punish CapI nns Doug- 
las and Humphreys and Admnal Beikcle)* , 
^ive upournghtef searching for anr own 
tteamon 09 board of tlieir niei chant ships, 
thereby gmng our navy a stio tu the very 
heaiti I and, to send a special rvpreseuiativc 
ct the King to annoauoe all this to rhomas 


Jefferson ! I mu W fit Ibr a diplomatistj 
for, r should certainly have tried, at least, to , ; 
knock the man down, who should have made ' 
to^mesueh a proposition ——<^Mr CanAing^ 
resisted this abominable demand, and insist- 
ed, particulaily, that the afiatr of the Cifesa- 
peike, should be kept, as a subject of nege« 
ciation, distinct from all other points in. dis- 
pute, and, thus the conference ended.— 
Directly aftei wards Ml Munroe presented a 
Note, in which he demanded the reparation , 
but, as w ill be seen by a reference to the 
Note itsclt, be confined his express demand 
to a suppiession of our seaiching merchant 
SI ps foi deseiteis, omitting the other acts 
required of us, foi the reasons which he gives 
to Ml M idiion, thus As it had not been 
in my power to come to any agreement 
** with Mr Canning on the general subject 
of impressment from merchant vessels, I 
considered it my duty tocombine it with 
the affair of the Chesa[ eake, in the paper 
wh ch I presented to him to chim repa- 
** ration for the outiage I thought it best, 

** howevei, ta omit the other acl>, of vubtr* 

** itwasdesiffed that the repaaenturshould 
** oonswt, as it seemed piobablc, that a spe- 
** ciiication of each arcumslarce, m Mie 
note, would increase the indisposition of 
the rainistiy to accommodate, anclijaic it 
support n ith the nation, in a complt te re- 
** jtclion of the demand I expressed my^ 
stlf, theitfore, in regard to the other acf», 

** in gentral and conciliatory terms **— It 
must b ive greatly surprized Mr Madii<3 to 
find, thit a precaution like this was 
saiv He, modest man, expeued. that the 
nnnu-ters would have the whole nation join 
in a ciy against them, if they hesitated onii^ 
moment in yielding to the demands of our. 
excf^ llent customers across the Atlantic. He 
and Mr Jefferson thoiight, what they had 
often said, that America might Jive well 
without a communication with Li gland; ^ 
but, that England could not live at ah withy 
out a communication with America 
though Ml Munroe suppressed the demand 
of iJiose ** other acts,'* in his note, he ob- 
tained an interview with Mi Canning, to 
sn} , iliat they were merely omitted for the 
pieWnt, but would, of comse, be expected, 
^his was all in vain, however ; for Mr Caf|<» 
ning, finding the American government re- 
solved to come to no settlement, wfaiell 
should not include a sunender of our right 
searclw their tnerebcant vessels for odr iHMh 
men, posUivelj refused to negociafe opmi 
the afiatr of the Chesapeake, excepifti Oidk 
tirely distinct from ail other matters 
pnte. Thus, the negociatba was brot^bt W 
an fud m Bngktid ; and Mr. Muiiroe7lbm> 



AlittkL Mr. Umion^B * - 


^ l^erto]iiti;;Mfwm^ tovtruo* 

* iSofta to iiliiMbigh ^mandSf wntteti«oti 

tto Ah ^ July. The pe^Hoe oj Tiisit wa« 
HhMtooa the 7th of that month t but, for^ at 
kukt^ two months previous, the aiFai|;s of the 
alUpa had been in so desperate a way as to 
I leswe no doubt at all, that the result would 
bei peace on Napoleon's own terms, and, of 
course, a combit«ation of the Northern pow- 
ers against England Indeed, this was, in 
the Register of the 13th ofiune, stated as a 
conjecture^ upon the subject It was, tbere- 
tore, with this view of the state of Europe, 
and of the critical state of England, befoie 
his eyes, that Mr. Jefferson, the just and \\ ise 
Mr Jetiwrson, otdered Jus Envoy to make 
the demand above stated. But, befoic the 
demand reached England, that is to say, the 
latter end of August, Mr Munroe had becu 
able to disrovet, that the events upon the 
continent of Europe, after ha\ing been a 
nine days wonder, had set people to flunk- 
that reflection h?d taught them that 
llieio'^Wlsw^iire d grdbnd of .dafni — W hen 
Ml. Munroe wrote his first note to Mr Can- 
ning, the mei chants of Liverpool and other 
places hid begun to clamour in fivour of 
Amend) but, befoie the second was wiiu 
ten, the public mind had been enlightened 
upon the subject, and, the clamours of those 
lu^t chants, who had begun to dictate to the 
government in a high str.in, were chant^ed 
in^^;iniserable wailings Hia second note , 
written on the 7th of September I beg I 
Ibo reader to look hack to the Register of 
the 5th of that month , ind, he will be able 
1 believe, to discovei a verj snftcient cause 
^or Mr Munroe's hiving softened his tone 
If be Ml ill look, particuJarJj at pige 306 of 
Vol. XII be will not be at all «utpiized, that 
Ml Munroe should be anxious to keep his 
humiUating demands out an officiil note, 

\ wblph know the ministers might 

Wo been called upon to publish Ihe 

ii^ocmtion, if It may be called, earned on 
by Me* Munroe and Mr Canning, began 
Jate in /uly, and closed early in Octobpr , 
and, H is really worth wide for any one, 
who ha# ihe leisuie, to read the corrafpohd- 
eneb 10 company w ith o^y brtMel, m xbc 
Register, written during the same period it 
would be still bett'^r worth while, if wbcOuld 
SCO the wliole of Mr. Munroe*s letters to Mr 
Afadisoo, especially where he talkvabcot 
t|K>8e» m tbia country, Hfho are disposed Jet 
ptagf^mg a ^ar emh America, 9\iiCb» * 
ti 0 B he, ** in his letter of the 4th of Xugust^ 
of this country, at the present 
*%iliaSSrthit u if to £atgm what 



ir. States. Thebp 
since the commenc 
wai, <i strong party 
** ravages to them. Thiap«l|i^ is \ 

of the ship owners, the yot^, tM 
West India merchants, and several poU 
cal characters of great consideration in ^ 
state So powerful is this combinafh^ 
'' that It is most certain that nothing caulla 
^obtained of the government on any 
but w hat nny be extorted hy necmltyfC^ 
The disasters to the north ought to msptto' 
** moderaijoD) but with respect to tlw 
noithern powers, it seems to hdve pro- 
duced directly the opposite effect A fleet 
ol about 2? s'lil of the line, with a sutb- 
'' able number of fiigatcs &c anid above 
20 000 men his been lately equipped^ and 
scut to the Biltic, as it is said, to tikst po$- 
'' session of the Danish and Russian 
1 his measure is imputed to an 
jn^ which It IS supposed has been afflk 
' blished between the cabinets of ROfif^e 
'' and Pins by the late peace, and which hai' 
' for its object a conrei t of measures for thts 
** purpose ot attempiing to force 0ll^,l|ha 
coiimr) a waritime code$ more faveuS^le 
to neutral nations '——So, this 
party ’ included the navy, did it, Mr 
roe > That is a pretty stout limb of a ) 

1 must confess. But, are you sure, Mn 
disou, that Mr Manroe, in none of Jti{j 
ters, said any thing about that wicli 
cal Cobbett," as yosir rufBan-like edit 
newspapers now c*ill me ^ Are yoU 
sure, cnat b^d d not tell \ou, that f hadj 
the most formidable enemy he had bed Ip * 
encounter ^ You do, indeed, let your fpU( . 
foolish citizens hear Mr Munroe's 
phint^ against the English newspapers j VSr 
you keep from *them whit be says agAnSf 
me in paiticular I will tell yon, theU) Sif, 
thnt 1 have been credibly informed, that 
have said, that, had it not been for me, 
government ot I ngland wowld have accedka 
to your demands You have been deceived, 
for Ml Canning kne w w hat the statwand the 
temper of Americ'i weiei though, I must 
say, that 1 verily bel eve, that he, as well ai ^ 
others, in ibis countrj, who possess simUaf t 
knowledge, derived it chiefly fwtA rMk s 
*' How poor a thing may doanpble 
vice!* 1 hive, It must be confessed, preft^j 
well ttibUd the vaiai^h off you. In otbd 
countries y ou may still pass for sterling ^ ^ 

here, in EnglmA^be only country that It 
dare about), yji wilK for the time to come, 
for no mon* hin your worth — *« A 
p..rty, ' indeed ^ A war pivrty 9gail]|r Atne* 
rica ! 1 tJiitik I know as ml^i ot pa^^es ani 




p^^ w 

ag Mr/liltottfoe "did ; 
ai»^lJd||!fer i gingie man fxpws f>ib 
degiJ^ t^f^fmr tirith Ameru i Ki t here 
^e^ig an liAfjIttH'e of »he dfUinon c t v^nI^} 
Tnc A(tieTt(^ciilimt>ter exjcc id t* v t Lntj- 
]aod iind^r the then ciniip st'inces, fall 
down tU his feet; and, uhtnlie in id the 
contrar), he cQuId at»(iibt ii to noihi dioit 
ot 0 cnmbiT aiton ; the infli tiKt of a party 
ToWvc *»aid that tht wm/zo/i wns ho'»lil<j^ to 
li;up)het conces'iums, w )i Id have dolmi to ac- 
vlkhowledge iliat I n^' 1 1 w I'l not ttnifitd 
of Its Wits ai ih sound of Amei ican hos 
ti^ty; ^n<i that would not havt answered tiu 
^purpO’Wf. It was, ll crefore, lucessar; to 
conjuie up a pailtj," a combination, 
something out ol tin. <,oinmon wav , bume- 
thiiig almost supernatural ‘‘Nothng can 
be obtained from the goveinment, u|fn 
** any point, but whit maybe ix tor ltd ly 
^neces\7ijf ** This was aiuays then opi- 
of us, tins IS what they alwa};* snd, 
and, eveiy thing they obtained, the} al\va}s i 
thanked their own power for, and not our 
disposition to conciliate 1 told A B (m )st 
lintly Alexander Baring) of the M irning 
Ctmunclc, that eveiy con'' ssion, on our 
would be ascribed to out ft irs , that, 
Om concession would, of icourse, lead to flie 
q^nnnd of another; and that, ihereforp, it 
""i ag well to stop at once, unless we meant 
ioFon, until we had not a ship or a seaman 
r 'The truth of this IS now pioved by the 
[tmenUofMr Munroe, expiessed mcon- 
ace to hib govcrnnieift. H is government 
ight w’C were dowti. She is down/* 
ivdoneof their judges, in the yeai 179 ^ > 
** she IS in her last agonies, and we have no- 
thing to do bat to seize her by the throat, 
** and lid the woild of her at once * Ihis 
was a ;Wge. The Chief- Just ice of the St ite 
o^Souih«Caro1ina. He was not singular in 
hts taste She was not down, liowevei 
"She has stood ever since, and, theembai* 
)ig(#ed nation feels her pow er still. No Mr. 
Munioe. It no “ pirf>” that took up 
the cudgels agains* America, though (here 
was a*paity who took them up for her. 
Theie weie the wliole ol the Whigs for her; 
the whole of the Amine in merchantb, and 
’^several hired wiiltis amoi gst^whom were 
the ^dn burgh Revievseis, bur, to all these 
Was opposed the sense of the unsold pait of 
the n'liion , and, if }ou have got the better 
of yoni ndional vanity, you would have ^td 
to Ml Madison '* 1 ilnd, Sir, that wehiSVe 
pint erl w ith the mOUJilf *till we have lost it. 
** i hib nation, who are so easily cajoled, and 
** whopi we have ca’oled so ]cng,v\henonfe 
** they 4? *heir slowomotroncd eyes 
i»pcn, a e remarkably ckar-sigiited, I pei- 


rei^ve; 

" if their pliancy ts of leifg^rindtr} tn^» 
'' in the end pay it offin stpiiliMHsss. You 
•'•and I ivete deojived in of ta- 

" king advantage of what we felted upjaa 
" ab (heir ditasters in the North of Europe , 
•' for they have taken it into thetr hcaas, 
that II lb precisely under such circnmstatv-i 
• CCS, that they ought to concede nothing^ 
" to any body Besides, Srr, I must 'tell 
•' you, that though we thiik ourselves a 
" great nation, we are not, in Europe, vievv- 
'• ed in that 1 glit The nations, in this 
•‘ quaitor of the world, regird us as some - 
•* ttiinr but little better than a raceofhalf- 
'• (ivilized people settled promibcuously 
•' along an extended and defenceless coast ; 

and wiitn I talk of out navy and of goln^ 
" fo war, though they do not actually laugh 
" in my face, I can cloaily perceive, that 
" they laugh at me the moment my back is 
" tinned Ihcn again, as to their commerce 
•' with ns, which, you know, we used to 
•• think they must instantly perish for the 
•' want of; W'onld yoi\ believe itjLd^:rf 
find them at all alarmed upofrtresiibject ; 
they have, I understand, but about 
300.000 persons (men, women, and chil- 
dicn) employed In tnattors connected with 
•' all ibeir foieign commeice put together ; 
•‘ and theie aie, amongst Iheir public wri- 
" teis, men who maintain, that their com- 
•' mtree with us is injurious, instead of 
" ing beneficial, to them, for that their 
" w'ool and iron and cop))er and tin a^t^h • 
" lien is much more useful than our tob§N 
" CO, or any othci thing that we send theAl^ 
•* You and 1 used to contrast the vast extent 
•' of our dominions with the pitiful compd^ 
'* of tliLirs, and used to be impatient for the 
“ day when w'e should surpass them lit Y»d- 
" puhiion My impatience, npon thi-i 
score, lb considerably abated; for, “lord, 
Sir,** as Scrub says in the play, ** these 
arc clearly another sort of peo{de 4h9t^ 
we.*’ You and I used to wonder bow it 
'' could be that such a little island shoti||ti> bs 
** bufiered to lord it over the oceet^^ and 
^ in other respects, so povimoi* pot, 
•^^dehr fiiend, tf joii were tQi jisomeWrc 
” yetiwooW cease to wondcret^s ; for 
i** vou cannot imagine what quantities of 
horses and cattle and sheep^aiid corn aoc 
** houbes and goods end implements anc 
clothing, you cannot imagine wliaf quaU' 
(lives of every thing, which constitutes aSi 
tional strength, tbo lndti$try of tbb pftfGfli 
ba| collected from ^surftivce and WCirWSh 
ed from (be bowela of the earth. 

I first came 1 used tqj MW 

** Mad 0 1 was higlify 




if ii;;809 

biftjer/’ s« t^eirpous 
enJI 1^ iSsdling hi^ not 

otie of the smallest out 
brger than wfajtue 
** ^ anm of m^or. But, when I came 
to consider^ iliM mere viater waa ileithor 
V wealth noracteogtb, and when 1 siw that 
•r there were mote valuable things Boated 
»{)on this Jilile nm of >satcr than upon all 
•' our immense rivers put togetlier, it did, T 
" confess, give a ntw turn to mv thoughts. 

, This IS indeed t veiy shiall country, 
but It IS all life and stiength. It is full 
** of those things which coim to the aid of 
thepeisonal stiength otman, and, all this 
** mass of stiength is so ininageable, is so 
easily w lelded, that U almost seems as it the 
people had the countr\ upon thevr backs 
Thev are, too, so patient in then puisuiu, 
so constant, so stead), iii their labour; 

** the sime calling and the same habits and 
'' the same character descend horn father to 
** son, and tor seveial succeeding genera 
/ 'lamL^^^^Onr rascalions, know, aie 
eveildsIHtgly shirking about* fiom place 
*' tophee, in seat ch of new sh ps or new 
lands, so that, except amongst toe Qu ikei s | 
and some of the Yankees, oui pcpulanon 
** IS in a continuil sta e of swarming. £ it, 
in this country, my dear Madison, it is 
^^*notthe lords alone who have an) thing 
liereditar) about them Heie are heredi- 
tary slioemakeis and taylors and blaik- 
** Sf'Mhb and wheelwrights, who, for many 
' generations base Jived under the same 
roof Our fanners, you know, are all 
** spcculatois, all ainauig at fortunes , all 
trying to gel iich at a beat , but, here, 

> ^ though CQuntrv-banking and agiiculrural 
societies have done something towardscor 
rupting the manners of thefainiera, a fan 
proportion of them still retain the sim- 
plicity of then forefather'., content with 
** n bate competence, and desiring nothing 
rooie than those foiefathers enjoyed In 
their athletic sports, the people of this 
country are exemplaty indeed Ihey 
scorn to take advantage of another 
" even in the moments of tbOfr gr&tust 
'r eagerness and anger. They never kick 
and scratch and bite, as the pec^le do in« 
yoQi and my country ; and, as tagonging 
oat one another's eyes, luey are by no 
meads to be made believe that the thing 
practised except amongst cantfTbals, j 
thoogb you and I know that it is very 
oodunQn amongst most excellent citiceos, i 
•{♦tP Vhat we call the most enlightened » 
^ isMffffAn the world. But, what Would 
^ stKrpnse yon most of all^ my dear ^lend, 

^ is the honesty and fair dealing of the 
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Skflet. 

“ common people in £^(1804, wbli 
pears to be instinctive Here men" 
one anorhet'b woid for ||p as mf 
•* theyaiewouh in the worlc I ami 
*< you will think me lomancing, bot* 

•• suie ) 0 u, that it is verv ' 

man to offer another a thing for sale, 

** having promised to hold to his offer 
certain time, to keep his p omise, tbouj£ 
he kiiould be offered twice the sum iniwb 
meanwhile I am informed, that tbwr# > 
** are man) iatmeis, who send their mOni^ 

*' to gicat fairs at a dist nice, by the banal 
of dealers, to purclnse them cattle afld|, 
** sheep, and that theie are no bill$ or re-s^ 
ceipts piss between any of the patties/ 

'' and that the farmer knowa ttotlnng at afU 
of thp seller and, wh it wiHamaae you Is, 
that the dealer, who is generally a pOOl?, 
m in tint tramps it to the fiir, continolny 
'' poordij the end of his dav^ 

" dearMidihon, think of tlu'vatoeof 
'' uiiegMt) this conddeme betwe^p 
'' and man ' One indti, and (hat mail tdjiinhl 
a h \v state of Idc, perfoims th^ 
which, well* It not for this. conff 
would taki many m»-n, for several 
'' from thtii homes and concern!. 

like of tills IS unknown m any other 
'' coiijtiytlnt I im ricquainted wuh , and"* 
this quality, wo ktng in tanousupseO^ 
wi)s, is om of iheguMtinilwarksof tb^^^ 
natirn In shor" inv deir fiiend I 
** been in bngl iml foiiir tnongl^ to have i 
the piejudice'., engMidcretl by our le^ 

'' lution, lemovcd i lu chai itier of 
** lishmsn IS an object of mv tiiv\ bu^, 

'' woultl coute'»H tins lo u > human beipjg^ 
biitjou, who, atiuly honest mail yoaf’^ 
self, would, had you been in niy situ itioP, 
have experitnceil a coinrrsion likl^ mine ** 
—This, Mr Muuroe, or something hk# 
this, IS what) on would have said, if you 
had epoken from the bottom of your heait. 
You aie not one of those ailly creatures, 
who have come to England toi the jyke of/ 
strutting about with lords aud ladies, 
who, after having obtained vuitois by paving .. 
their w^ay with gold, and having found, tlialj 
no longer pipe no longer^ dance,” hav# 
returned home in disippointment and dtsv 
gust You aie a gem Jt man in fortune aft 
w^M as in mind, and, whatever you may ^ 
soy of us, you must t/iiuk us the best people 
Uiatjou have yet spen, and must feel sohle 
degiee of unde, that this ih ihe cotiutry 
wbenceyoui toietitheisspiang L^fnsbope^ 
tlien, tint you will use jour influevvre foe 
the puipose of repressing that inces^ftit de* 
sire, which preVnls m yuur country, to do 
that which aball tend to.|iumhle England, 
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POLinCAl MOi^ER^-^^w^ncoinS^a*. ^ 


Be ^sfared;» that thif people of this country 
new gbderstan Aibe whole of all the potntt 
10 dwWtte 5 atli||RhHt» let who will be mi- 
nie^iri^ they will not dare to make the con* 
cesalei!i)i Which you have demanded. You 
willltAabl^to extort” nothing 1 mm our 
necotiittiiea. There is no party ” that can, 
or would if they could, lend you Their 
tiikiGKflQce. For the sake of worrying one 
auotb'^, in their disgi aceful struggles lor 
they may side with yon in appear- 
bhe, and» I am pretty confident that the last 
st^inistry you had nearly cajoled to do it th 
Sliest; but now there is noparhs there it 
no one man of any chaiacter in the whole 
nation, who would become an advocate 
for your claims.— — The snb-icqneiit 
part of the proceedings are ot mipoit- 
aoee. When the ministeis found, that ihe 
American govcinment was determined not 
t0 settle the affair ot the Chesapt iko, unless 
the settlement uicludiHl a renunc'ntion, on 
out part, of the light of searching their 
fueiHrbant vessels for our deserters, they le- 
soivod upon sending a special envoy to ofler 
atonement for the attack upon tho Chesa- 
peekef but not to permit him to neguciate 
tpmi apy other point whatever ^ and, at the 
seme time, they issued a proclamation, in 
Which the king declared, that he never 
would give up the right in question. It is, 
itllirefore, probable, "that the negociatioii be- 
Mr. Rose and Mr., Madison would, if 
^<]^ d be<?n# commenced, hate soon hem 
'VMten off, but, It was, as the readei wnll 
perceive, pi even ted from Ugmimig by the 
ir^fusal ot the American government to le- 
acthd their hostile proclamation, whrhour 
ministers justly coii'^idered as an an of reta- 
UitUon, and the rescinding* of wdiicli they 
demandeef as a stop previous to their tender- 
ing any reparation at all- This demand was 
nsfused, and, of course, Mr Rose rame 

back as he wept, ^The leadei will per- 

ceive, that the Americans now choose lo re- 
present;» the hostile pipclamation, not as an 
eet of retaiialion, but as an act (it precau- 
tion, As if they were atraid, that w c should 
aend in our ships to bum tbeir tow/iisl Be- 
lieve them who will ; for my part, the con- 
trary is rvulent to me; ami, so it, at (list, 
was to them j loi they, in all iheir news-pa- 
pers, called u an act ot lelaUntion. See the 
proclamation its^ If in page 24g of Voi XII. 
and say whether it be an act or mere precau- 
Hon. It was the mildest measure they could 
adopt, Mr. Madison says; and I sny it was 
the harshest, berausf^ they had it not in their 
pow’er \o injure or annoy us in any other 
way. It was the worst they could do, *It 
was not a !^Ww, fox a blow tbqy were una- 



ble to de;fil us; tast si ^ 

fap^. It was, too, a meas^j^Lfif 
cnce, at the time when BJfc 
in America; and, tberetbroi lipliiive 
reparation, until it wak roidadikd, v^otild 
have been disgraceful to us. in tht highest de- 
gree. It would have been bagging patllo}) 
with a cane suspended over our sboul^r.. It 
would have been going one step further tbad 
the late ministers, who entered upon a nego- 
ciation touching the light of search, while 
the Americans had a non-importation act 
passed for the avowed purpose of compelling 
Its to give up that right, and kept suspended 
over our heads ready to be put in execution, 
in case we refused to accede to the terms pro- 
posed.— -The result of thisnegociation, or 
rjthei, the total failure of it, proves the 
truth of what I told the ministers from tho 
first ; that is, that every step in the way of 
concession, would but cause the difficulties 
to thicken. If they had stood firm upon the 
ground of maritime dominion ^ there would 
have been a Joud out-cry for a fejjpspgfgg^ 
but what would the Amencaiis have done 
mote th(tn they havo done now ? They have 
now done their worst, and they could have 
dune no more. Theie would have been an 
end, for ever, of all claims and disputes 
about starching ships. And, to this it must 
cume at last, lii reality it iv so now. 
do exercise nn absolute maritime dominion. 
We must exercise it, or we cannot remain 
independent of Fiance. It would, thec^- 
toie, be better to do it, at once, avowedly,' 
and not encumbi r the thing wiih Orders in 
Council, and other flappings, which only 
serve to lob ihe principle of its «imphcir]^ 
and dignity. Uhe alarm of Mr. Alexander* 
Baring and his brother wiseicre, Mr. Ros- 
coe, iliat the open avowal of such a princi- 
ple will rouse and unite the world against us, 
iji curious enough, at a moment when all tti« 
woiJd is actually so roused and unded. A* 
nierica is as much our enemy as she can be. 
Nothing cau possibly make her more so. Shu 
would ^ecluru war, but she dare not. There 
IS n fear of throwing her into the arma 
of FVance*” She is there already as much 
as she can be. Our ships of war keep the 
two dear friends asunder. What the revolu-* 
tion of Sjpeia may do, by placing the coun^ 
tries, joining the United States, under the' 
immediate controul of France, I know not. 
If the*' Americans were not such nilser^e 
slaves to their envy and hatred of England, 
this ^ent would, at opce, produce ad alli- 
ance offensive and defensive between os and 
them; but, I am of opinion, tlTali jUfFI 
produce no such until tevere suffering 
(which U in store m them) ihaR have 



Spannrdcis Louisiana 
and Fretycbmen^ the key^ 
IM M|(isU$ippi IS in their hands Without 
tbe*aid of {logKind, it is impossible for 
the Soutlierii arid Western Stites^of the 
^Afloencan union to maintain them 
.l^ires agninst France, if attacked by her; 
\|nd» to avoid being attacked there is but one 
way> that is, by doing what N ipoleon •thati 
command, in other woid<«, }ield to him 
without resistance —Wbiit a fine field 
' w'ouid, by this revolution in Spun, be open 
ed for a grand co operation of England and 
Aineiici, wcie it not for the nuuour ( t the 
leaders m the latter country * The wiy for 
them to proceed is so pi iin, that it needs 
not to be pointed out« How natural, how 
glorious, would buch a co-operation be* 
But, It is not for ut to endei\oui to hasten 
It Tiie first motions to^sauls it must come 
from the other side , and they will not come, 
*till the people, the teal people of Amenci, 

' ^i dtl ro u^o thcinst Ives, ifample under foot 
' the 'Srarr* gf Frarclj, ai d rcsoKc lo act for 
their own interests 1 hi*i event can be at 
no great distince The> know whit French 
aimies are. 'Ihey, pifsonally, Intc the 
French , and, w hen once they have th<^ m in 
then neighbourhood, they will begin se- 
riously to think of their means of knee 
Biive them from the continent of North 
America they must , or they must themselves 
become subjects of Frmcc Ihere is no 
other alternative. 1 hey emnot drive them 
aA^ay wicbouC the iid ot England, and the 
giving of that aid will naUinlly and u ccs- 
sanly It id to a ronnccuon, which may have 

wondeiful effect in ihe world But, it 
cannot too often be lepeatd, that the fust 
movements tow uds such a connection, luust 
not be made by i-s 

Spain* The sevenl pipers, containing 

the histoiy of itte revolution, which no at 
aeetns lo becomplet**d in Spun, shall follow, 
in the Register, those reining to the dispute 
with America In the mem while, the 
event itself furnrhes but few topics for ob- 
servation, nothing having taken place but 
what might have been natuially eipedied 
When 1 was, i mv last Registei, observing 
upon the toasts of Mr Blav.kourn apd his Pitf» 
Antler assoiutes, 1 little thought^, that there 
was, in the post otbee, the g^ews-paper 
which contained the intelligence, that what 
I atittcipatrd had aciual!) tak^i plaice. 

** The people of Spain,** indeed * 1 here 
no such thing as a people nf Spam 
f]^etev^re some millions of nuimals, walk 
upon two legs each, bur,«ihey 
iu a pohtical point of vie>v,eiio more 



thii^ 4> head c$l3^ 
rabbits werebeingtot 
supenor to them What fdijy, fo ‘ 
that such creatures would make a ^ 
defence of their country And, /or i 
What could they possiDly lose > How 
they possibly become more wietdbedr^ 
more degraded ? *lhd Courier reminds 
that MufiAT IS the son of a little ale-bOlMMi.' 

Well, and what then ^ Is he M: 
idcot, or a |.oor rascally, cowardly debeu** 
chee > I ord Nelson w as the son of a conn- 
try parsim , and, yet it appeared that he bad 
a good SOI t of b*oud flowing tn hif 
wise and brave min, particularly tf be 
soldier (by scm or land, I mean, of 
may, at all times, bid defiance to horatdfV. 
It is onl) the insignificant that need otF 
anxious about their descent la it nof 
for a intion to be under the sway df^flwr 
g ill lilt son of in alehouse-keeper, than ef t 
kingVson^ wdmf is known through the 
foi 1 stinkin^oward > Be foie the CottHtlT 
tt Ik I s my moie about the ale-house-keeper*a 
son, I should like for him to lefer us to 
jouthsof royal descent, w ho have 4lttie6vni«> 
ci disci etion and courage equal to 
w ho app^ n s to i le to be one of tfaUs moft 
ible ai well as most valiant of tbosOi 
hive been raised up for the purpofUi ^ 
chast si» g the cruel and cowardly oppVesiMM^ 
ot nations Wc have, in this case ofSpgif^ 
the contrist completely before us. We 4^ 
at one v^ew, those«who hive been put ddWtt 
and those who have been laised np , 

1 let the reader saj, whom he would 
to be under, Murat or the king, or prisH;% 
of Spain, seeing that the oppicssion of tb# 
former cannot be more complete than 
of the latter — — There is one v icw of «ilb- 
jcMs of this sort, that such writeis as*thA 
editor of the Conner never talc%. TheHlk 
lies the contineiit of Euiope before itii 
1 wen ty > ears ago, it consisted of natn 
goferned by kings a»id prin(;cs and nobh 
ancient families, who wei% suppoited, , 
the exercise of their authority, byJaws gnS*' 
usages and h ibusof the grow th of centun^ 
upontentuTic* Ihey and their authortljf!^ ^ 
with exceptiiQS too trifling to^et)tff|%» 
are now destrojed, and, in their stetldl!i 
we see men, who, at the time when thu 
change began to work, weie totally 
known to the world at large ind almost 
then next door neigbboin s Wha^ must 
knigfl and pi inces and nobles hive 
what mnst have been the nature of their 
^vQvernnunts ^ The cuisebas been said 
be the perverseness nt the people, vtimuktN « 
t d by anful men. But, how cam# there fw 
be matter ft>r those artful men to work 
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^ upon ^ by rhetoric 

dul y»ii 9 artfol men persuade tbe people of 
so isknx nations, that the &way of obscure, 
nayj of as yet unknown, lodividuils, would 
be Inferable to that of those dignified per- 
soo|» wboiQi for ageSi their ancestors had 
obeyed i I^allbt no Pan endenoured to 
defend tlie nobles nt brnnee agamst the 
cnai^e of having deserted their coiintr) , 
hut, whit did all hiMajguincnts piove ^ Wh)^ 
tbat die people so luted them, that they 
OQ^id not remain It is veiy tiac, that the 
may be deceiied, that a tumult may 
be damited agamst a good king, or a good 
tMd^y; but, this cannot be general, and 
of Ifmg duration, especially when tbtre is 
mliader, as was the cise m Fiance But, 
aopposiug It possible foi a n ition to be so 
4pp^p]etely blinded, and to ict so strangely 
$» t0 pull down their govern men t, withoit 
c|t0 aid of a leader, and that, too, without 
itnyjost cause, still the f^iampkot thatni 
ticta would naturally bt an objA of tcrroi 
Not so has It been in this case Ihc other 
nations of the continent hate folloN^ed the 
example of Fiance , and, from any ficts 
that ireaeb us, it docs not appcni, tint the) 
repeat of tt. Besides, supposing the whole 
c)ipge to have been a work of ignorance 
00$^ickedness , still, we have to call upon 
ancient ruleis as being answcmble (or 
Cbel ignorance and that wickedness, foi, 
tjmjiiadthe power, and to them it belong- 
teach their permle wisdom ind urtue 
Hb^efoie, puzzle about is'longas wepleise 
4M||iM|gst details of ciuses and ejects, thcie 
has, been a struggle of alt-house kcepcis 
" against the kings and piiiiccs and 
n6il&$ of the continent of Europe, aiH the 
former have decidedly btiten the latlei, 
bare^riieu them from then t{)iO and ui- 
tbputies, and ha\e put ihcmsolics lU their 
Such being the fact, it is ijuitc use 
to complain ot the taste of tlie people , 
>u|^nsense to complain of it , the Cuui lu*- 
jlliPais well rail agimst the climate of tbe 

C iil nations, governed by ale liouse 
^ers’ fens The thing xs done Ihc 
sdoo^ of the kings nnd princes and nobles of 
contu^l(||t of Europe is irieiocable — - 
There is oUe ciicumst ince, in me events oi 
ihis Spanish reiolution, which is well wci 
thy ot altenuon , and (hat is, that the old 
ktiig, to the very bet, boists, in all his pub 
lie acts, of the fidelity and aflection of his 
leiffng subjects | the ^on, for the few da) s 
that he is upon tbe tin one, docs the siiue, 

' il^ld, m ail the proclamitior s from the of 
hQers of state, generals, Ec, the king iv 
spoken ofejs being ** the father of his peo- 
** pic," ^apd as being an object of more than 



filial auction Nay, jq 

IS upon his route to Bayoune tnelnsT i 
return to Spain), he is escorted mfiidst Hm 
, huzzas of the people, who, we are lol^ 

( contended for the honour of liaying hbn 
tarry a few minutes Amongst them Still 
mote , wblie this leiy journey is perform* 
ing« there is a ro)d I trt A day celebratod^r 
and we ate told of those v\bo cametotbjs 
couit to pav their gratulations upon the 
Aat>py occasion " Such is the stuff 
which what is, ipw-a days, called hyaity 
IS made of ' The state tiickeiv, tbe faom<« 
bug, of reciprocal afiection was, >ou see, 
kept up to the Inst moment I d ire say, 
that theie were poets, ot all sizes at work 
in singing the viitucs of the r val family, 
till they GTOsseo the fiontici , that tbe pa- 
rasites of the pli) houses weie stiaining 
their hired tin o its io God save the king; 
tnat the venal wi etches, assembled at 
taverns, were drinking hyal toasts , and, 
that the wnteia of pmgnph* and of couit- 
iicwb weie trumpeting foiili the praises, and 
icjoKing It the health md«spints, of 
** iovtd monarch and his a/ni consort, 
" who hid so long leigned over a hippy 
*• and gi itefiil people." Away, in a mo- 
ment, as quick as lightning, is gone all 
this despicible cant , all this state flum- 
mer) Ihe king of Spam will now, for 
the hist time in his hte, heir the truth,, 
and, which is a sMll more pleasing leflection, 
his hte subjicts will now tbre to say what 
the) think of him and his family What a 
delightful thing it must be to bthold miilioua 
of men hiving dl at onoe, then lips un- 
he! td ' li lievcd from the galling lestraint 
cf silence , while tluy heir fools md kuavea 
e ilogi/«d IS the most wise and viriuoua of 
men ’ J know ot nothing more provoking ; 
nothing more painful , nothing that catx 
render 1 fi inoie intolerable, than to bo 
obliged to he 11 couceiltd fools, greedy pro- 
fligilcs, and biaggiug cow^ids, praised to 
tlie skies, and to be compelled to hold one's 
tongue It does not signify to talk, for, to 
be leleased from this heart- bntning restraint 
the s ui of man must earnestly desire, 

As fo the effect which this revolution 

will pioduce, with respect to England, it 
caiKiof, 1 should think, except in the single 
case of Ameiici, above spoken ot,. be 
matei lal , tor, whether the Bourbons were 
left upon the throne or not, the French# 
now ihamfeey have, for the present, settled 
the north, would have gone southward* 
Ihfic i»« talk of expeditions to Spam aixl 
* to South America , but ^ky they 
' have been thought advi&cable mt MywftOi 
accou It the revolaiion m Spaing ther^ 




ijp^r r«iison. 

ty, pomUy, be ^lomethJng dooej 
ill ibe wav pf getting a surrender of Sp«i* 
id|h ah)p%^ war, but« the country m&r 
against <«ay attack of ours^ 
IQ ashorttfnato ) and J should think, that 
esj^eot Gibraltar wouid naiurally^follow. 
|MASh more than I am afraid ot that, how- 
^v<rv I am atraid of expeditions to South 
Ammcfii where the troops and the people 
are already under the guidance ot FieiKh 
officers, where every attempt would be 
TaUended with dreadtul daughter, and 
wbei^, if we succeeded, success would be 
foli)iaf|red by an insupporldble burden, ma- 
king a deduction fiom otii strength of every 
dej^cription As it wc were too sttong at 
home, the ministers aie now urgently 
called upon to send foith, and to waste, 
our strength, in ih^se distant coiuitnes. 
The piojeci recommended is to nuke the 
people independent. Wliat good would 
that do us, and what harm woi Id it do Na- 
poleon ? Were there an mdependent o ition 
ffiflned in Mexica oi Peiu^ it needs no 
spii it of piophesy to tell, that the West India 
islands wo lid suo'i belong to (hit nation. 
It IS tlie dream ot some, that we are to 
Inve alliances with these aew nations. If 
we had them, they would prove a new 
.curse to us; and, as to the suppl> ing of those 
yations with goods, what Cdii w do more 
in that way than we now do ^ — — One 
thing IS to be observed, that this ie\oluiion 
in Spain will assuredly cause a proti action 
of the war. The new soieieignty will 
be too green, far this year or two to come, 
to make a decent figure in a tieaty ot 
peace. Such a nation is not to be settled 
again in peace. There must be a sufficient 
timefoi men's ears to become accustomed 
to the new sounds, before peace can be 
tboughfof. ** His most catholic ma- 
lESTT*' will probably, have made way for 
Joachim 1 but, we shall be ashamed 
to adopt It just yet ; and, this, joined to 
the natural desire, that Napoleon must, 
for some time, have to keep the continent 
in war, will certainly put off the hour of 
peace. We may, therefore, unlels some 
accident beSdl us, count upon another five 
or SIX years pf war. 1 think, that the 
cooqtterer baa by no means done with 
Austria or Ra$sia or Prussia ; and, I am, 
^inj^oit, ptrlioaded, that he will dispossess 
every anciqnt royal family iipo^hc con- 
tinent of £aro|k^, that, pei haps, of Sweden 
ei^pted. Out of this Opinion arisen, very 
iSMtUltdly^ great alarm in my mipd as to 
whore #e shall look for wiv^s for our royal 
^ily, Thit if a very grave subjpet,* lea- 


ybu are, 1 

preifed with the necessity of* 
persons of illustrious descent tor 
and princewes * To marry into i 
parte family would be sbo^iag ; 

!»hall w'e do If all the continent of 
fit* stocked with nothing else ? WblWI 
lOpe was in its fonner state, so happily wlpf^v, 
we situated in this lespect, that the 
agi^tibleof connections were formed, 
pt All wab kept, by one means oi auoth^'^<^ 
in the family. But, I will pursue 
reflections no further, at present, insstitq||f^ 
that some civilian, aocuatoniied to 
Investigations, will favour roe with a / 




OI tw'o, in order to tranquillize ii))^ 

—1 tannot close this article without 
moic lecuiimg to the adulatory langu^||||ejjl* 
andtonduclof the people in Spam tog y 
king just ibout to be dethroned, and ttl 
w hose defence nota single swoid was drawn* ^ 
A pamgiaph, dated Maclntl, April 
says king Ferdinand has commeawib^ 
** his journey to mtet Napoleon. On tlRkQ 
] 2th of this iijoiiih, he entered 
in a viagn{funit eqUipage const rupted^^Vv 
the pur;iO<»e at the chaige of thaa 
'' and drown Ly sixty men, attired 
** ancient Spanish costume The dtyk,i * 
Victoria, and many others, 
that the aLUSTRlOUSaiKlBBU:)^ 

** tiaveller would visit themmhts 
To all these petitions he answer^ 
most condescending terms " 
puts one so miicn ui mind of ybft 
read elsewhere, and about Othefc 
that It cannot fail to awaken a traij^ 
teresting thoughts. ** Illustrious^ 

** /oyerf traveller*! Vile slaves i 
hypociites ' You hated him, and he 
you. This is, ^ I suppose, what is 
loyal language? Miserable Will 
king, who, in an hour of 
shall look for defenders amongst fiafUti 
AU the kings that have been pulled 
have been represented to iff as i>6il^ 
by their subjects. Will kings and 
nevkr take warning ? Will thej^RiVer 
fit fiom expoi lence ^ Will they go ds 
heving in none but their parasite^ ? 

Botley, Qth June, 1808. ’ 

OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

American States Thejollowing 

pers were communicated to the Co) 
by President Jefferson, on the 

Match, 1 bu8 They art all the ^ 

opal Official Letters, which hao^ 
written upon the snlject qf the 
'now exifttng between England 
American States, •^^^They heglri 
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Seereiarg^ ^f 
la Mb. Munroe (the American 
i^j^er in hondonj^ and cnihrating the 
Correspondence hriwan Mr Mnmoe a\d 
Miti Caching {the Enghs h Secretary of 
Sta^)% conclude with iae rnrreipondence 
ifOpgreert Mr. Bosl (the I iioh\k sOeciaL 
fyaroy ia AmetieaJ and Mi A^adison* 
Mja^Madisok to Mr Munbo/, Joly 6 , 
. Ib07. 

^ijBf^Wrhe dot umeni’^ herewith enclosed, 

“ Ni.i to No 0 inci i->r , c-xplain th 
itljp attack, with tlit i ^suiting piettxt for 
bly cominitted nc u the rapes of Vitgi 
j the British ships ot war Ltop ird, on 
[mertcan frigite Cnesipedke, No. 10 
Vicdpy ot the pioclairation i«>sLied by tJie 
wfl^ridant, interdict III ^ in coo'-tquence ol 
VUtt outrage the useo* our w.iKis u»d euiy 
whp aecommodaMon to all llnlNh I 
fhtpl. This ei.oirnilyis not i snlj]tLth>r 
4iiMbi!ou Tlie immunity ol «i national Miip 
4)4f wbr from every epecits and purpose ol 
iKByeb on the hi^h sois, his never been 
tfdiiMted by any nation, (r Biitaui would 

to aocond to none in lescntin^ such a viola- 
liMlt>f her rights and such an insult on hci 
$hf(. She may bung the case to the test i f 
ll^eityn feelings, by supposing that instead 
lofiUjnf cqstoniary demand of oui manneis 
limkagcoinpiiUitely even on board hei ships 
Opporiunilies had been seized for 
“ag them, in like nianntr, whenevt* 
pbfiority of force or the chance ot 
(t mightdie possessed by oqr ships of 
the present case is marked by ^ir- 
si which give it a peculiar die 
en taken from theChi'iapcake bad 
i ned to be native! I tizens ot the 
V. StMoi, and this fac t was made known to 
rer of the demand, and doubtless 
jlMKhumCilt^d by him to his commander pre- 
tte the coiumenceuient of the attack, 
k Act also, affirmed by two of the men, 
^Sery appeal apee of truth, that thc^ 
impressed from American vessels 
4|ie fehish frigate, from which they 
and by ibe third, that having 
jtesHed from a British merchaut ship, 
bneii accepted the recruiting bounty un- 
der that duress and with a view to alleviate 
hia akuatton, ti)l he could escape to his o vn 
<9m||rj|r * and that the attack v%as made dii< 
UMA period of negociatiod, and in tlie 
hi friendly assurances from the Bn- 
jWlL^vernmenf.— The printed papers heie- 
Whh sent, will enable you to ludge of the 
which hAs been roii'ied b) the occasion. 
W^rvades the whole community*^is abo- 
Kwhtf the %iitinc( ions of party — ^and, re- 
pWMig enjjr (he mdigiviiy o^erpd |o the 
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sovcici|ntvatid fiagof Ihe niiitibti, 
blood of citiaens so wantonly and wickeifljr’ 
sheii, demands in the loudest tone ari hds» 
noiable reparation— With this jroa 

are charged by the president. ' ttiihr 
nt his prqclamation will be yonf guide iu 
leminding the Bii ish government of iho 
uu»foi m pi oofs given by the U. J^rafes, or 
their disposition to maintain faithfully every 
fi lendly relation , of the multiplied infrac- 
tions ot then rights by British paval com- 
numlci s on GUI coasts and in our liarbois^ 
nt tl e ineflifacy of reitented appeals to ibe 
jnslue md tiicndship of that government } 
a id ot the mod ration on the part of the 
Stiffs, \vh ch iciteralcvi disappomiroentf 
1) id not (. vtiii ^ ndicd ; till at length no 
alternative is left, but a voluntaiy satisfac^ 
iK n Oil the put of G Bntun, ora resoit 
to u eaas depending on the U. States alone. 
— Ihe naluie and a\tent of the satisfaction 
iught to bo sag^e lied to the British govern- 
nii il, not j'es^ by asepi^e (f its own honor 
thin by ju^lite to IhSt of the U States. ^ 
loimal disavowal of the dM, and restoiv 
tion of the four seamen to the ship from 
whu h they weie taken, aie thing-* of course, 
and indiS| ensable As a secuviiy for the fu- 
ture, an cniiie abolition of impie«sments 
from vessels under the flag of the U. States, 
if not alicady arranged, is aUo to mike 
an indispei sible pait ot the saii-sfiction Ihe < 
abolition must be on teims conipilrble with 
the instructions to voiirsclfand Mi Pinckney 
on this subjett , and. if piv^sible, without the 
autborisixi lejection from the serv.ee of the 
[J, Stdesof Biitish seamen who have not 
been two )ears m it. Suoiild u be impossi- 
ble to avoid this concession on the part of 
the U States, it ought, as ot itself more 
thm a leasonable piice for fpUire secuiity^ 
to extend the leparation due for th^ past 
— But beyond these indispensible conditions, 
the U. States have a light to expect eveiy 
solemnity of form and every other ingredi- 
entof lelributiouandiespect which according 
to usage and the sentiments of mankind, are 
proper in the stiongest cases of insult to the 
rights andsovereignty of a naticn. And the 
British* government is to be apprized of thp 
importance of a full compliance with this ex- 
pectation to (he thorough healing of the 
wound which has been made on the feeKhg!! 
of the Ametican nation.— Should it be alled- 
ged as a gwnd for declining or diminishitil; 
the satibfac^en in this case, thAt the U» 
States have themselves taken ff by tbtf 
^rdict contained in the procl< niation, 
answer will be obvious. The interdiqjt is a * 
measure, not of reparation, but of precah-*^ 
UoUj and 'n*ould besides be afpply Justified 





risc^encftc grior tb (he extnto^dlnary 
, m <|q6sdon — ^The excttksion of all 

'WhsKe\er from our ^aters^ h 
S o ihoch required by the vexations 
and dangers to our peace experienced from 
thistrvi^ts, that the piesident mokeb it a 
apodal patt of the charge to yon^ to avo d 
. Ifyifug the U States under any specie** of 
^ restraint frUtn adopting tint remedy fil- 
ing extended to all belligeient natiOHi* none 
of them could of right complain, and with 
iht less reason, as the pc^i y of most nn 
lions has limited the acUnission of f reigo 
ships of war into then pons, to such num- 
bers as being infer or to the n4,val force of 
the countiy. could be leadily made to res- 
pect its authority and Javis —As It inny be 
useful, in enforcing the justice of the pre- 
sent demand, to bring into view applic hie 
cases, especially \^here G Biunn has 
bten the complaining party, I ich r )oii tg 
the giound taken and the )angu«ige held by 
bet, in those of Falklaqfi s islmd and Noo ki 
Sound, notwith&iandmg the assertion by 
Spam in both cases^ th^t tUk leal right ^as 
in her, and the possessQly,imly in G fiiitnm. 
These cases wii| be found in the Annua) Re- 
gisteisfor 1771> and 17{K>i tind m the parlia- 
mentary debates for those yesrs In the lat- 
ter you will find also, two oscs referred to, 
in one of which the French king sent an am- 
jiassador extraordinary to the king of S irdinia, 
ill the most public and solemn n«aiincr uith 
an apology toi an it fimgemput of bis teni- 
jtonal rights in the pursuit of i smugper nd 
murderer In the other case, 'in ambtsaadgr 
extiaotdinary u is sent by the Bn tie’ll govern- 
ment to tlie court of Portugal, with in ipolo- 
gy for the pursuit and destruction by admi- 
ral Boscawrn, of ceitain French ships on the 
coasts of this last kingdom Many other 
casCs « more or less analagoiis, may doubtless 
he found, see, paiticularly, the reparation 
by France to G Britun, for the aitark on 
Tork'« island in 176^, as related in the An- 
nual Register, and in Smollet's rontinuation 
ofHun^e, \ol 10 j the proceedings in the 
pase of an Knghsh men hantnnn, which suf- 
fered much in her crew and otl^ei \f isq, from 
the fire of certain Spams 1 xebecs cruising 
in the Mediterranean $ and the execuitpn of 
thp Iffsutenant of a privateer, for firing a gun 
inf<> i Venetian merchantman, which killed 
the captain, as stated in the Annual Register 
ibr I78t, pd ^{)4 The case^ an affront 
to a Russian ambaBfiid($r in the leign 
queen Ann, though les^nalagpus, shews, 
m a genu al View, the so 1 enm>ty >vifh whudi 
repamtiou is made, for insults having imme- 
diate rdadoh to the sovereignty of*a nation. 
•"-Although the principle wbici? was outxa- 


I gM lb the prdeeedhigd 
r irlgafe is independent t 

cerning the allegiance of the L 

from her, the fact that they were* ij 
the U. States, and nbt British sul^e 
have such an influence on (he fii 
all, and perhaps on the opmions'til* I 
acquainted u ith the laws andissa|^ 
tioiis, that it luis been thought propetl 
I m e regular pmofa of tbeti national 
. acter dun weie deemed suflScient itttb 
I instance 7 hese proofs will be a^ed 
this (onveyance, if obtahied in tftnd, 
not b) the fust that sacceeds.«*-Ttre 
dent nas an ev idtnt right to expedt fr< 

B in'*!! goveinmert, not only an 
upaiatruto the U States, m 
I but thnt It Will be decided without 
ri d( d) bhould this expectation l 
ibove* ill, sliorld leparaiion be ref 
will be lucumbent on you to ti' 
mefiures foi histenmg home, ac 
ihf degree of 111 !^< ncy, all AmertcallJ 
rem lining in British ports, using ^ 
pui pose^ the mode least likely toav 
attention of the Biitish government, 
ihcie may be no giound to distrust tb# 
deuce 01 fldehtv of consuls, they wBtplf^ 
bly be found the fittest vehicles for ; 
timations It uill be particularly 
to communicate lo our public 
Mediterranean the state of appeara^ 

It be such as ought to influence (hetr ^ 
meats —All nogociation Vuh the 
govunment on other subjects, will d 
be suspended until satisfaction on 
JO pledged and arranged as to rondcff^ 
ciatfon hononble Whatever ipiy 
result or the prospect, yon will 
foiwnrd to ihe earliest i|sfi 
The scope of» the proclamation wiffq 
to you (hit the previd^t has 
presumption that the hostile act d 
tibh commander did not pufbue tha I 
W h 18 government lUis not indd.^ 

to suppose that so lash df'd so ci 1 tfcaV| 
should have originated witlt^Jiie 
but It IS still more difficult to beliC 
such orders were prescribed by j 
ment, under circumstances such a 
between G Britain and the \J* 
Calculations founded on dateii^ 
strongly opposed to the sispp 0 iik(d|R tbixl 
orders in ouestion could hat e I 
from England In the saiAO 4 
put (be apparent and declared 
the RiKish representative, 1 
that no orders of a hostile 
been issued or authorised by 
ment I and the coincidence dr Q 
ranee with the amicable professidna 



tf the admuus 
I, It 6 &ted in the dispjieh of April 
fr^ yourself end Mr Pmckuey — 
’ ^ on these cousideiations^ the pre- 

_ ; inferred lliat the justice and ho- 

the British goverument will readily 
^ he jtoliement required '*nd in that 

he has foi borne an immediate 
fOiigreas; notwithstanding (he strong 
bich has been manifested by m<'ny/ 
eidres depending on their authority, 

1 jjaithout delay be idopted The mo- 
I this forbearanc e, h ive at the same 
en strengthened by the policy of 
jig a course wb’ch might stimul ite (ha 
ah cruizers, in this quarter, toar-cst our 
•nd seamen now an IV mg and shortly 
ittd in great numbers fiom all qu*) lets 
M)able however that the Icgislitiiie 
^convened in time to receive the in- 
'the Biitish goveinment on the sub- 
f^his dispatch, or even ‘»ooner, if the 
|et of the British squadion heie, ot 
(^'{Ipcurrences, should lequire immediafe 
w beyond the au houty of the exe- 
order to give the more expcdi- 
security to the piCbent dispatch, a 
' 'jcarqued vessel, the Revenge, is spe- 
^ftnployed , and doctoi Bullus is made 
fer, who was on boaid the Cbesa- 
lus vay to a consulate m the 
[^deab, and will be able to ditail 
pldm circurnstaiueb whali msy 
i become iiffcresting ip the course of 
amunicaj^ions with the British |;o- 
The vessel, after depositing 
^ ^llus at a British port, will proceed 
ijDupatches to a French port, but will 
H to England with a view to bring the 
jljaf your transactions with the Biitish 
lilt. The trip to Frnnep w ill iBord 
fr Pflickney a favorable opportu- 
immunicaling with our ministers 
^ 0 ^ 1)10 being instructed to regulate 
[duet on the present occasion by the 
may r<cceive fiom you, will 
^e^lauation that can thiow light 
obSmb turn aud issue of things 
f#U. 
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ro Mr. MtsTBOi^, Jux:i 25, 
1807 * 

[ presents his compliments to 
with acntlmetits of the 
/Imtena to inform him that 
just been received of a trans- 
licli has tateSQ place off the coast of 
M(we^ a ship of war of his ma- 

i^vhich has been tlie loss of 
PH t>oar4 of the American ft igate. 


grounds of the justification ot the Buttsh of^ 
ficer^ and of the admiral under whose ordprat 
he acted, Mr C is not at preeetit able 
communicate to Mr Munroe «*-lf Mr Mud* 
roe should^ hue received any apeounts of it, 
Mr. C. trusts that he w ill lose no time Jin 
cocnmnuiciting them to Mr C *-«iBut what* 
ever the real merits and charneterof tbd 
transaction mav turn out to be, Mr C could 
not forbear expressing without delgy tbesip- 
ccie concern and sorrow which he feels at ita 
uuloitun ite lesult , and assuring the Ameri- 
can minister, both from himself and on the 
belnlf of his majesty s goveinment, that if 
the British otBccis should piove to have been 
culpable, the roost prompt and eftectud repa^ 
lation shill be avoided to the goyeinment of 
the States 

Mk Muxroe to Mr Canning, July 27, 

1807 

Mr. Munroe ptesents bis compliments to 
Mr Canning, and if much obliged to bun. 
foi tlie infoirnatio^commudicated m his note 
of Saturday Ml*. JKt. has heard with ex- 
treme regret the account it contains of a 
rencontre between a British ship of wsr and 
an American frigate off the coast of the U, 
States He has no knowledge of the sub* 
ject except w hat Mi C *s note has furnish- 
ed, but will not fail to communicate the ear- 
liest intelligence which he may receive of 
an event so deeply to be lamented. Mr M. 
derives in the mean lime much satisfaction 
from the fi lendly assurance of Mr C that 
this unfortunate occurrence wai not author- 
ised by bis majesty’s government, aud that 
suitable repaiation will be made for the inju- 
ly, if on enquiry the British officer shall be 
found the aggiessoi. 

Mk. Mitnroe to Mb Canning, Jol^ 29, 

1607 

Su , — ^Although I have no instiuction from 
ray government on the subject, it is my duty 
to lef^uest the attention of his Britannic ma- 
jesty’s government to the late aggression 
on the sovereignty of the U. States, of 4 
very exfraordhiary nature. The ciicura- 
straices of the transaction are too distinct- 
ly mSrked to leave any doubt of the extent 
of the outrage, or of the reparation wbidh 
it obviously claims. By accounts whicli 
are entitled to full confidence, it appears 
on the 23d mVune last> his majesty's ship, 
Leopaid attacked Amencap frtgafe off thw 
coast of theTJ. States, with a view to assert 
and enforce the unfounded and most unjxisti* 
iiable pr^ension to search for deserters, 
and after bavmg kilted and wounded e imm^ 



away, o^ the crew, Th6 

conduct 6f the Bntish officer, which in iMlf ' 
forms an act of complete hOstliify, is render- 
raoie ^ repreheiistbfe from the Cdnstdera- 
tfon tliat just before this aggtesston he held 
« sution within the jurisdiction cf the U 
Stipes, in the waters of the Chesapeake^w here, 
while he enjoyed the rights of hnapitalityi he 
j^Sojeeted this attack against the ship of a netu 
tral power, whose commander lelymg on the 
faith of his majesty s government, and 
the friendly relations subsisting between G i 
Britain and the tT States, could not have | 
suspected the design I might state other | 
examples ot gt;eat indignitji jind outrage, | 
mkny of which are of recent dates, to which | 
the U States h ive been exposed oft their 
coast, and even within several of their h ir- i 
boms, from the British squadron , but it is 
improper to mingle them with the present 
more setious cause of compLiint I hive 
called jour attention to this subject, ui full 
confidence that his maj-^isty s goveintncnt will 
see in the act contphined of, a fligrant abase 
of Its own authoi ity, and thil it will not hesi- 
tate to enable me to comnmnicate to my go- 
vernment w ithout delay, a frank disavowal of 
tlie principle on which it was made, and its 
asbuiance that the officer who is responsible 
for It, shall suffer the puniiihinent which so 
unexampled an aggression on the ‘•oseieigutj 
* of a neutral nation Justly deserves 

Mr# Canning to Mr Munrof, August 
3, 1807 

Sii I have the honor to nc knowle Ige the 
rerupt of yonr oftictal note ot the 2()th uh 
which 1 have lost no lime in laj ing Lc toi« the 
king,— As the statement ol the transaction to 
which this note refers, is not brpught loiwa d 
f^ithei to the authoi ity of the government of 
the U# States, or w ith any precise knowledge 
of the facts on which it is founded, it might 
have been sufticient for me to express to you, 
h» majesty's rendmess to take the whole of 
the cncumstances of ihe case, when fully dis- 
closed, into his consideiation, and to make 
reparation for any alledgcd injury to the 
sovereignty of the U States, whenever it 
should be clearly shewn that such injoiy has 
l^n actnally sustained, and that such sepa- 
ration is really due-— Of tlie existence of 
Itidh a dtsposition on the part of the British 
jovetBment, >ou, sir, canneftbe ignorant* 
already assured you of thopglh in 
f^mofBcial form, by the Mm whk^ I ad- 
iKPesaM to yon on the firs|^eceip( of the m- 
lelHgetice of this unfortunate traivsaction* 
tmd^ t tnay perhaps be permitted to express 
^ fof a^r such an asssfjande, at the 






just had the honor torecei^ 

Bbt the earnest desire of 
evince, in the most satisfactory 
piinciples of ju'.tice and modert 
which he is uniformly actuated, h 
mitted htm to hesitate m co 
to assure you, that his majesty he? 
nor has at any tmie, maintained tl 
fuon of a right to search ships of 
tiK national service of any state, for 
er^ - If therefore the statement tli you 
should prove to be correct, and to con 
the cncumstances of the case, upon 
complaint w intended to be mMlei. 
shall appear that the 
cers tested on no othei grounds than 
pie and unqualified assertion of the ^ 
Sion above referied to, his majesty has ! 
ficultv m disavowing that act, and wi' 
no difficulty in manifesting his dfspl 
the^oiiduct of his officers —With r 
the oihei causes of complaint [whale 
miy be] which are hinted at m jour 
peifectly agree uithjou, in tne send 
which you express, as to the proprletj o^ 
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involving them in a question, which 
Itself of siiffi lent impoitance to cljjiill 
pante ind most serious consideiatioi 
hue oil) to lament, thauthe sar^ 
ment did not induce xou to abstain frqjj 
ding to these subjects, on an occasion^ 
you were yomncU, nt opinion* Wai 
vorable for put suing the discussmti of 


m- 




]V{r to Mr Madison, 

4f 1807 . 

Sir , — I avstl myself of tlip 
aftbrdei bv Mi Biddle^ to com 
joii a copy of a correspondence, 
sub»tanc6 of a conference betwe^ 
Ca ining nnd *myself, relative So the j||^ 
gie^sion on the giare and sovereign^ or | 
States, by the British ship Ld|bap4^ 
attack on the Chesapeake, 




attack on the t besopeake, oii 
of Virginia,— Mr Cin]n|jnga pnvi 
of July 25, which gave the fir»t jt Ht8 
o( the occurrence, left it doOMTbl ^ 
the British officers bad been cul 
and as i knew how very reprehe 
conduct had been on our coast, 
other occasions, and to wffiat beigl 
slbihty of our dtizens had been. 

I thought It not imprcbabiel 
thing might have occurred to 
blaine between the partie^r wa 
that impression that my atls\K»0f wAt 
On the next day the leadine 6 
tfansaction were presented 
through the medium of the gaatt 
I Were taken from private accoU^ 
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from Halifax^ by a vew! which I zens, and teat the British minister at Wash- 
"]|i^ been dispatched by admiral Berkley f mgton^haa been made acquainted with it. 
wfli the ofK( lal one By thc^e it w^s tvi L lit said little on the subject^ but by the ten- 
dent that the Briti-,h olBcer w is complcitJy dci.gy of what he did say, seemed to irni5ly 

the agjressor, in an outiage jf great enor- that his government could not lose sight qf 

mity, attended with c icuTi‘>tiijces wmeh th consideialion above alluded to, norm* 

snerwed the ofltnce It was understood d^^td did admit bv iny thing that escaped 

llkdqHse from good authont/ th it the of him, that the abstrict piinci pie itself would 

ficilti intelligence which th gr vcrnmtnt hid not be insisted on His remarks however 

T^ived, conesponded wiili and coniirmtiJ were generally of a conciliatory and friendly 

the other iccooni^i li- 1 1^ bctoie the pi blu character , without pledging himself on any 

•M!)n full coniuh r It ion of these cirenmstan point, he seemed desiious to satisfy me^ 

l^tances, I coin Kidid tint it would be Inghlv that no new' orders hid been issued by the 

improper toi me to Ir we tlio affair on the picsint ministry to the commandant of the 

l^round on wlifh Mr rnningind pli al Britihh squidron at Halifax I observed. 

It, I could see no otliei inoiiv * in him to tint as the no^es which had passed between 

obtain fuitliei iiif rant on iihtixe to tlic us, weie mformil. and on a veiy limited 


tiriiniiaction, than tor the puip) c ot a cn 
taining uhetlicr the mens id to be dc er 
and for whom the itticv w is 
were Araer cm citi/cus o 13 itish subject 
to which It wis iinpjssib t i me to give 
Uny counteiniKc —I thought il indi plia- 
ble theiefoic to call on tlic govcnmicnf to 
disavow the pimciplc and to engngc such 
other reparation to tlic U Stites, as their 
iojiued honoi obviou'»h it quirt d It ap- 
peared tome, tint inv d li) in taking tint 
atep, which depen led < n an ibot ict pimci- 
pie, and required no ir^u nt nt to illustrate, ' 
or facts to supj 0 t It, wonM hive a tenden- ! 

to w'eakeu a cl nm vhich wis uiiqiic stion- 
tble, and to countn inn. the idea tint it 
would not be suppcjitcd w ith suitiblc enei ,v 
•—I had, bafoic the kn iwicdgc ot this 
OVent, obtmieJ the ippomtmtnt of in ii fer- 
vSurvvitli Ml Cinniiig on <ilher busi. -jS, 
tp Cake place on the 20ib u’t We met a^'- 
earding to the ippomtment , 1 observed, in 
Qpeniug the conference, that altliou^^h the 
topics which Ind brought us togcthei, were 
impcisaut, tiic liie occiuien e it the en- 
trance ot the Chesapeake, hid lu i gicit 
measure put them | out ot si/ht H* e\- 
pressednis regr4^ t that such m event, which 
would at all times ^mnish n ise ot concern, 
ihoiild have happtned at tiie pieseiit time. 
Ho asked men in qiu ^fion were Ame- I 
ncan titizois, or Biitish subjects^ 1 re- 
plied that that was a point which could not 
into V icw iii the ci'^e that it wis one 
yyhkh acr oiuingas the fact might be, would 
lliako the cause muie ot less popular, in 
qkber countiy, but cou.d not atlect the 
principle l nit on principle a ship of war 
protected all the people on I on I, and could 
uqt be eiiteied to be se^ cfie <’ tor deserters, 
qrtetr any purpose, without violuing the 
SOTilfeIgnty ot the nation wliose ftfig she 
boie , thaMn the present case I had been 
assured^ that men were Amciu m v t 


view ot iht suLj-it, on my pat, it would 
! bt proper for me, now, that the ciicum* 
‘•tinti were bettei knowi , to piesent him 
an olh( lal note on it , he admitted the pro- 
pi itty of It — I then drtw Mr Canning^s 
uiii tiontothe subjects on which 1 had ask- 
ed the interview , being the caso of the Im- 
ptUienx, captain Loves coriespondence, 
tlic louduct of capt DAngiis, and of the 
British squadron generally on our coast. I 
observed that 1 bad heretofoic postponed any 
othcnl communication on these points, from 
i desire to connect them with the grcdter 
objects depending b^tw ten our govei nments, 
and of course, fiom motives the most 
fi cndly — that I brought them to bis view 
at this time, in consequence ot Mi Pinck- 
ney and myself having commenced othec 
business, as he knew had been done, he 
nioniiscd to attend to them — On the 20th 
July I wiote Mr C inning the note winch 
I h id pi< mised him in the late interview f 
iddiessed it in terms which I thought suit- 
'’ble to the occasion, observing to stale in it, 
tb It 1 took the step from a sense of duty, 
ipplicable to my station as the resident mi- 
nister, and without authority fiom my go- 
vernment . I consideied the act as that of 
the British officer, in which the government 
in \ no agency, was not bound to support, 
end which it would be honorable foi it to 
dis ivow I flattered myself that some ?dv an- 
tage might aiise from the meanure, and 
that under the circumstance in which it waa 
takqn, no injury pos‘'ibly could. His le- 
ply is dated cn the 3d inbC which though ad- 
diessed in ntliei a haish tone, rtwy be Con- 
sidered as conceding essentially the point 
desired- is mv intention to say nothin# 
more to hiirfen the subject, ’till I Juai frow 
jou, and in thd mean time to observe thQ 
1 ostcoi c^liatoi v''k:onduct that-cuoumstances 
\ ill admit.— Such is the state of this conn- 
trv , at tne present crisis, that it ii impossible ^ 
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• to foresee what will be its toursJof conduct 
towards the U. States Iheteiias teen at 
all times since the coipmencenlent ot the 
' present war> a stiong party lieietorextand- 
Its ravages to them Ibis piityr coin- 
pds^d ol the slij-p owners the n'lj, the 
East and West India nieich ints^ ijui S( vcinl 
pojiticil characters ( f guit consi In itioii in 
the state Sopoweihilis this combination, 
that it IS mostceitim tint noth ng c'in be 
obtained ot the goveinnunt on 'll) point, 
but what m ly be extorted bv n cc-im \ 1 he 

disasters lO the north oiiglis to inspire mode 
ration, but with re‘'D(*ci to the nor hcui 
poweis, It scfcins to hive prodicecldn iiU 
the opposite cilect A fleti of hont 2) 
ships ot thu lim with a suit d)k nnniLci 1 1 
fug lies, and above 20 000 nitii, Ins 
been 1 it( Iv equipped, ind stiit toOjcKdtic, 
as It n s lid, to t iKc possc'isu n of i! i D inish 
and Rvissi ii nniei Ihis meinirt u iin 
putod to an ninkista idiiig v Inch it mi 
po ed Ins bet n t'.f ibinhf d hat vie n tn i 
bincts of llusM I in 1 Pius by tiu ht [ 
and wh ch h vs lot its ol>f ct i < onrt 1 1 or it 
jiures foi the purj Ssc ot i tempi to 1o r * 
on thvs country i inaiiiime ^odi , 1 1 < ic 1 1 
vnrablc to nuvtnl intions> Ihc i oMve » 
M<»ned fii the c\jt iition, is th ct i I m 
possfssion ot lit J) in h llect *0 1 p it 
out ot the hands of 1*1 luuth, tl t tht 
' JUissnn licet ison ct ll objtcts 

•gcnoMlh bell \<(l llic Uj^a i < ill ips Hi t less 
p oh loie — >Ji 1 inckn y Tiid n 3 sdl h 1 
laktij the tint sb p m c ir busings Wu 
will wiite ^ou in 1 tew cki\> ihe stop ot it 
You riifly be as uicd tint \vt sh 11 do evci) 
thin^ in onr p )wt i to promote, 11 tin- 1 V 
mosthkt'l) to SI ccccd, tl c o^ic< 1 ol 01 1 a 
fctnntions, and the mltiests of cii ci i li^ 
W int of tune pievents ni) goiiij n to Jui- 
thei detail 


Ma Cannino to Mr MutiicE, Acvu''! 

«, I'^O/ 

Sir , — Hiving n ctived from bis maje«iy s 
ministc’" in America in uncfhcnl pi rt d 
paper, purporting to be a ic p> of i pioela 
nniion of the piesident ef the L bla e , I 
hue to request tint you wili be pkis^ed to 
acqmint me, wl ether you hive leceixd iiiv 
cornmunicaiion horn }ouj govei nn ent w ly« Ii 
enibles you to pionounce if sue h papei be 
autlfentic ?— In the event of your being ein- 
poweted to admit its aulhent cu^, 1 have 
farther to request of you, that vc\j will in- 
^1-nt me wheihci you are alwystftl onzed to 
miflouncijl It to be the mtedfion qj: the go* 
ireuimefTt of the U States Ao ciiry into ef-« 
ttoa^ewures btated in the proclamation 
^ tha witliout rcqjauiAg, 01 


'datPap0r$, 

waiting for, any explanation, onthefiiNf^ 
the British government, with respect 
late unfoiinnate tnnsacijon, upon wotek 
the deteiminafion to result to these 
suics IS professed to be fcuiuled } 

Munpol 10 Mr Canmno, Aviltrilf 
Q, iboy. 

Sir , — I have the honor to acknowledge 
the lectiptof your note of ycsteidiy, tiedC 
sfir Mint litsinie to iimimiinieate them« 
fnrnntu 1 which \( 11 have dcsiied, if t 
pos cviccl ll , hit s I hue not heaid froitl 
gene nine it on the puhjeet of the un* 
foMtunte ( < euttf 1 ee al!t ded tr^, it is not in 
niv pc vet I to st ( t( you nu 1 1 mg on the 
pirt el pn rjovemnent rtspeelMg it l! 
hav( 11 ) doubt wrt I sh IM l instr uted iU H 
\ci> few Jvys, to make 1 eounnunicatidK 
to h s m ) "^t) s gov ( r me nt cm that higbty 
intmcsin c- event, in wine 1 i sh il be enabled 
( f iin if lU md ji sc view of 11 tbs ur- 
< n*i L (ei ilin^ it As sojti as I re- 
e V I t icLioiis 1 sf ill ll isteii to appn^O 
you cl I '* 

Tvi \Ror to Mi iMad is ov, August 

H, ^ 

Si,- Ibid ih( hjuc ir to tnn«mit yott 
\vi h my l« tel ot ti ^ 1 Un mst 1 cop/ of Ik 
c If jc inue ’•vilh Mr Cnnng ielitiv 0 
to ire late ic^gie '*1111 th case ot ther 
f hes I ike fi gau "i ou will icccive wrtit 
in icopvct I inoiP n tint oneoii thosathtf 
•bj ct — \) { h queries in ii s J ist noti?, 

I w is 1 J M) jsidci as pu|Taritoiy to 

I I d i , ) 01 V n r j 1 vessels I coulct not 

CO ce V( vl \ 1 e jhuul 1 zeqi st infoiimtlOlf 
Cl m wlie he the pit tide niN proclamation 
w IS nil nut, in I wl CM 1" would be cairiei# 
11 m ( t, it It vv-^s IK t in»i nded foi nd 
*• n n c 1 lie my u ply of an unf lenoly 
n rne J' mfrioitun dcsiicd was lie I 
ncc 'iiv to Kijo c inv do il ts ot hisgo-i 
vj?inine ll o 1 the j 0 nts lo v 1 h it plicd^ 
01 to cnaL' iL to ao justify to tiie U Stales^ 
in i(-,a d to tl c sion of which tboy 

coi ,*iin(J Ihc* picsiin p’lo^nifat an cfft- 
biigo w ll inteodc I guned - rengdi ffOtft 
the circ in t iii^e th it m ) r f ^ tl c* gazewet 
1 tH ncor icnd ch and ti t the public 
mind «ecmed to be* c s^»nfid)/ prepare I fijif 
It It wis my mo t eiinesl wi>h to picvetl^, 
as fir as f I mv piwti, so uiij i‘l and 
eions'i pro e 'ur » As th me istm content^ 
pi ted, waati ci it mij|it be, sienud lOWSt 
suspf* ded foi m) ipsver I was e%treti^y 
sohi i ous, by th mii u^i to t^w 

g )V#^ii mrnt of J pietext fo* uv moafiCHc: 
of thw kind illqdul to By Ki h igir generadt 
iy th<.t 1 Ind *10 i struc » hom offjr fjsh 
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^erwmpnt, and could nothin? on Uh 
paft respcclmg the late occunence, 1 aimuf 
€d giving a direct answer to Ml C sqneiif^-.y 
«nd by chawing his aitcntidii to the ipphn 
tion which it was to be pusunicd world 
soon be made on toe t ol m 'overnmti t, 
on that subj^u t, I en le ivoiired to show moie 
strongly the iiD|olify uid injiticc whieh 
would siiiinp any u cli inui lire c n iIk' i irt < t 
Biilfiin 111 the piL tit St igc — Xo i^cp 
has yet been taken hy tins g ncrnmrnt ot an 
unftiendly iharuiti, to v nils tlit U Slates, 
and troni the comrnrnic.itioii winch Mi 
C. mide to the f-foiise ot Com no s, on the 
day he rtctivtd n y lasi note, which )ou 
Will hnd in th( gazettes sinl, I am peismcl- 
cd tint things will lemnin in the stite in 


and i^jrsjice to a friendly power —The pre- 
text of |his aggiesiion could not fall to 
litightenniic s».nseo{ injury whn.h the*act. 
itsclt was so signally calculated to excitg. 

g n rnmert wis taught to intei 
th t thci w is I o limit to a p etension which 
had ilrc^idj pii 1 1 td so much mischief, and , 
dgiiiist which SC) many itmonstniitcs 'had 
bcLiip Lsented, in its application to merchant 
\cssels Bill had Wiih great satisfactioti 
tint this ])ictcnsien foi ms no topic foi dis- 
cussion bftweep ns in jcspect to ships of 
w u , and 1 ti st that the jmt and enlighten- 
ed polif\ which ) oduced th-deci'-ion in one 
instance, will s* i moi nt the obstacle which 
Ins hilheito en btiinsscd it in th»- othci — • 

1 he n itional ch iraciei of the men w ho were 


wbuh they are, lillyoui d spitch is nccivfd 
tl at a disposition exists to mike snrh 
'‘fVpftration on the point in question, as will 
l)e satisfactoi\ lo the U Siaios, and tint it 
will be practicable ind not dillicult tp pre- 
serve the fneiully lelationssnbsisrin^ between 
the two cot ntnes The patty howtvci, n 
favour of wai, consisting of die combined 
interests mentioned in mj list, is stioiig and 
active, 80 that it is impossible to foresee the 
result. 


taken thus \io c i 'y ftom on boaul the Che- 
I sapeake, makes no pan of the question. It 
IS impossible that it should come into view 
in estimalins: the injury which the U. State? 
h ue leccived Ihe outrage involves a greit 
and unci ntested principle, which ought not, 
in any view, to be at\cted by appeilmg to 
nil Olid seiisibihlKs on either side, 1 have 
hovvevei the honour to liansinil you doeii- 
mci s which will, I pusume, salisf) }ou 
ihu they were Araeriean cit /ens — With 


itsptct to t|u upaialion which my govt rn- 
Mr MrsTROE TO Mi, Cawing, Srp- ment ought to iceeive foi this ontiigc it w 11 


ItMRE’l 7, IS'V 

Sir By the Older of m> government it 
my duty to I eq nest your mention ti the 
IWggiessioii 1 itely committed on the p. icc 
i^nd soveieigiity of the V Sntes bv his 
JJjnnnnic n^ajesty '» ship of w ii l^co)) » ' in 
an attaik on an Anv n< in fiK ite, th( C lie- 
WP cake, oft the ( ipi '» ot \imnii Hit oh 
jecl of tills comm ini( anon is to o t i (( 
bis raijcstv s gov in neiU isuitihh ri.pin- 
Cton for tint outi i:!;c ind such in i i.iiigt- 
meiA of thk re It intcust whuh is cornu tt- 
ed with it, i*. will pi ’•Cl tin future ’elitions 
the tW)p>\cis 0,1 i solid 1» Jiiditioii of 
peace and in ii iship In bunging this sub- 
ject agun to th^^^view ol ns mije ty s go- 
vernment, It ii unneccisaiv to dwell on cir- 
ComstantW'v' hu b ue ilrt idy so wt 1 known 
to you. By toe doi uments which I hive the 
bonom lo tfinsmit vou, it is shown that 
V^hde the oitra^e w is unprovoked and nn 
expected cmi one side ih^ie wis nothing to 
extenuate it on the other Ihe commii der 
ftf his majesty s sqjidi m on the coast of the 
tJ. St ires, appeals t) have acted on a p.e- 
liUmption that he pO'isesitd the power to 
^ mike war, and to decide on the causes of 
If will be difHcult to explain the con- 
duct of th^t ofticer on any other principle ; 
iV)d equivjly so to find an example of an ag- 
gix^ssvon marked wth such high indignity 


only beiims u\ to ippeal to those •'tnu- 
ments which G Biitain would be sute tp 
indolgp, uivdcr like tiicumsiances to that 
sensibililv to national honour, which has 
I disiingui hid so miny epochs of her bisto- 
rv — It will be revollecled that the injury 
which m Itself was great, was much aggia- 
vattd by the circ umstances which attended 
It tint the peaceiul relaticms of the U". 
St'^Usw leviolitrd, and then unsuspecting 
coulideiicc sm prized But I forbear to le- 
cite cU niU w hit h it is painful to contemplate. 
\ouwiil, I am pcisuaded, be sail -.lied, that 
in cvciv light m whii li the sul)iLCt can be 
sctii, the honoui of my e )veinnient and of 
the whole nation h'»s u( • n greitly oiiliaged 
by the lygressu n, ai d that it becomes the 
hone ureit ins n.'^jesty s c,overrinent to nake 
a di rii^iiisjicd rcpualion foi it — In j re- 
senting, in this tiicndly mannei, this im- 
poMnit subject to the consideration of his 
majesty s government, J im paiticuUrlv in- 
structed to lequcst Its attention to the«grcat 
ciuse to which this, and so many othei in- 
junes of a like kind may be traced; the 
imprt s'^n'^^s^A of men fioni the mercfaaiit 
vessels of inthJJ States. In many ess^iiift 
ciicumsfJances ye f hjtctions^ whictt are ap- 
plicable fo impiessments from ships^of wsr^ 
ai e ec^iKally applicable to those from 
ves^eiD. fTo the individuals who'su&r by 
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.the Jjractice, the injuiy is the banp in eitbei 
cane Their clnm on their go\einniti(ht for 
protection is in both cases eqAl . ever}'* 
tndxim ot public and privdte right, 
^hich IS violated in one, is c<]uall) violated 
ih<he*other The relation of liit uelligeient 
to the neutral power, extends to ceit iin ob- 
jects only, and is dtlined in tach by known 
laws Beyond til it limit, the n^sjhts’ot the 
neutral are sit red, ind ennnot be cntioiclied 
on withoi t viojeiice uid injust te Is there 
a question i>f contiaband , is the vessel des 
lined to a block jdci por( iii violation ot 
established print iples, or docs she 001*^1111 
enemy s pioptrt) , the t\i(iu to 

which the maiitime liw is cairu d by any 
nation ^ In thebe c ists, she la condcited to 
po l for Inal, the parties are ht iid b) an 
impaitial and rcipoisiblc tribninl n u rc 
heard ag^ln by ippeal if ihev dtsi i n 
Are an} of ih^ pabbcpgc’'*^ cn bond the ncu 
tral vesbel le the du il 01 militaiy sei\ue of 
the enem} ^ If h aie foui d tin} ait 
made prisoners, out as prisoneis iluv have 
rights which the opjiosite belligcient is 
bound to lespect * Ihis pmctice howcv i 
looks to other objects tl an ne Ik it reeled 
{t involves no question of bclligtitiit t n one 
side, iiid of neuti-il on the olhei It pur- 
sues the vess^tl ot 1 finiidioi an u»l iw|ul 
purpose, which it txccutcs in a niinnci 
equi'ly unlawful Ivcycommcu il \ b tl 
ot the U States tint nwigites the < c n , is 
li ible to be invaded by it, and no an 'iidivi 
dual on boaid an) ot them is se nic while 
the piacticc is maintained It sets up tverv 
ofheer ot Ins majesty s navy as i )iidjr«:, 
fiom whose dccibion there is no nppt d It 
makes him a judge, not of piopni>, which 
IS held more sicied, noi ot tiic libtit> if 
his fellow subjects only, howtvci guai the 
trust, and In ble to abuse on the m iin oct ni, 
but of ^^at of the cttizens ot another powd, 
whose rights as a nation, are trimplcd on by 
the decision . a decision, in rendenng which, 
every rule of evidence is violated, as it puts 
the pioot of innocence on the accuse I , and 
is luither highly objccnoinblt, as thcie is 
too much reison to believe that it has be^n 
often guided more by the hinessot jbepnty 
foi seivice, than any otbci circumstince 
Ihc distiessing e\<imples ot this ^vstem ot 
aggression, as it has affected indivtduals,*on 
a scale of vast extent, it is unnece saiy to 
recount heie Ihey may be easily imagined 
Voluminous docuipentj which piove then*, 
ara in the possession of both g^ernments — 
b ia possible that this pi active may in certain 

• - > • 
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cases, and under certain cirrumstanreSf balv# 
^een extended to the ves'^els of other 
^is, but with them there was nn infalliUe 
cnieiion to pre\ent eno’ It would bo 
e«vy to distinguish biMweeii an bnglishmua 
aiul a ^piniJid, an Italnn, or a Swede t 
and the clcirand iiievist hic evidence of hie 
mtional clmacter, nid pc'ili ips* of his de* 
«eiiion, would esi ihlish the Bntish claim to 
the inJividud and iccoitilt the nation into 
w ho sc rv ice he h id enten d to his urrender,. 
Bill tie vciv ciicunist uiccs which would 
constitute an infall ble ciitciion in those 
( isi s, would be sure to produce endless eiror 
in the othei Who is so sktitul in physiog- 
nomy IS to distinguish between an Americ^a 
I and an 1 nglislim 111 , cspeci ill v among tha$8 
I whose pi(l*.ssi()n and who c -ea terms ere 
the simc ^ It is evident that tins praqtictf 
is ) ' t I to 1 toll gn nit ion, to any 
I extent. Ills Clown out ot the Anu ricati jTO* 

* volution, and tli t it is impossible tor Ibsr 
I Sfit s no^ to see in it tl e assertion of a 
cliiin which ih ulleilyr incompatible wbbi 
tint pu It event Wlitn the chaiacter of 

I this f him, and tin {tinicious tendency off 
I tliupndiL au 11 It I 1} wii^hcd, it mfisC 
linnish cinsi ur s 1 )iiz‘, that «?ome ju#t 
ind tl Ml i\ a I in < m ^nt, 1> is 1 A 1( flg since 
I 11 ,>»td t ) pi vintti cmIs incident 

t > It — 'vi\ ^ov i iiKMvi is u at ' that bis in i* 
ic 1 \ 1 1 1 me lit h IS ils ) m intcrc st of im* 

poTtincc t ittenclto, in ll bdebt itcconcem 
— id I i iiiifuciti* U) St iti , on It j par, 
th t i* * I t dibptt') on c'lds to piovidcfor 
it lie I ? ( ini <an clrsirmg to 

profit nt i rc ji i( I v\ Iik h k s n I beUIhgW 
the 11 esj »M ill^ tl »hepicj ’k it a fric ndly 
prwc r In sc cum ^ tl tm i,;i n t i pnctico, 
w! iih is oi I d t ) be so higlilr inuuious to 
ih II dciiLsi ng Its uiJ miistv lU abl#* infer* ^ 
csts (1 i\ suu,dlc[i(Ai 01 wjll be ^ade 
to ^ivc cqinl om ur t> to ihos of O Bntain, 
On dlls }) > in I nil auiboii7cd to ontei into 
such in enga tiiunt is will I im pe loaded, 
j b^ aderjudte to the oi > %t Ihis great in- 

• tercst (t inipic&sm nl, ii i% been bierdtd 

I all its itl iti( 1 ", cs v<)u will p^c VC, b\ no 
’ ect ot the U Sf tLs Its cfuinection with 
I thehte d cisiiousinci li it Ini been produced 
bv an txir«ordmjiy act of violence, of wh»cii 
thev were the victims onl) lhat ict, wli4ob 
exhibits the pieter'^ion in its widest range*, 
his become rdeiitihed with the geneial piuc« 
tice in the feelings 11 d sjmpathiei ot tl)|l 
n*ti( n, and in the sentiment oi the govern-n 
nient I trust tborctme, that his majesty** 
government will be equally dispoied to 

a© ♦> - 
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Up the whole subject at this lime, and in J sentecif I a |n in daily expectation of receiving 
naaRing the reparation which the p.iittrnlar| its decisio^ on it Jhe moment is in many 
injury claims, piovidea remedy for tlic whole ( viev/s very favourable to a satisfactory result- 


e*’il. iVIy government looks to this complete 
adjustment with confidence as being iudis 
pensabiy necessary to heal the deep wound 
which Iras tven intheted on the n.Uional ho- 
nour ot the U. Stattb by so »reat and unjus- 
tifiable an outiage.— I a\ail ni}self, uiih 
great satisfaction, j»ot the oppoitnniiy wludli 
this communication affuid-), to ai knowledge 
tbc prompt assurance wl ich yon gave m« of 
the disposition ot his ni.iicbt)'\ government, 
to make a suitable rcpaiation to the govern- 
ment of the IJ. States lov tlu* injuiy. of 
which, by its order, it is now my duty to 
complain j and for the frank dl^.lvo\val of 
the pretension on which it wa-t iounded. 1 
batitened to transmit copies of those docu- 
ments to my government, by wlioin, I tiust, 
they are by this time received. 

•* 

Mr. Munhoe to Mr. Cannino, l 
Skpt f), thoy. 1 

]Mr. Mnnroe picsenls his compliments to 
Mf. Canning, and has the honour to inform 
him that he called at his ofiii e ycsteul ly, ior 
the purpose of making some icm.nks on the 
subject treated in the note which fie ad- 
dressed, on the /th. ms. to Mr. ('. Mr M. 
regrets that he had not the plcrisure of seeing 
Mr. C. at that time, and requests that he 
will be so good cis to give him an inlcrvicvv^ 
tomorrow, at such houi as^nay lie most con- 
venient to him. Mr. M. will be hap iy to 
Iffliiifi Mr. C. in the com. ti/, should * be 
more agreeable to Mr. C. to receive him | 
th«re. ' 

Mr. Canvinu ro Mr. Muxuok, 

‘ ^ SfcPT f), ihoy., 

Mr. Canning presents h.s compliments to 
Mr. Monroe ; and will be happy to h ive the 
honour ofseeing him at the toieigu oiliee to- 
morrow at twelve o’clf»ck. Mr. C. lias bift 
this moment received Mr. M.'s note. 

Mr. Munroe to Mr. Madison, 

Skpt. Id, I8O7. 

Sir,— I had the honour to receive your let- 
ter pf July (ith by Dr. Bulliis on the 3Jst ult. 
anddid not lose a moment in entering on the 
business communicated to me by it, in the 
manner which seemed most likely to obtain 
success The details shall be communicated 
to you in my next dispatch. All that I can 
state at present is, that the whole subject has 
. been pieced fully before this government in 
M strong an appeal to its interest and judge- 
ment as 1 could make j and that as a week 
has elapsed, since my oiliciol note was pre- 


bnl still is not in my power, from any thin 
that hds occurred, to speak with confidence 
ot it. joint negociation committed to 
Mr, Pinckney and myself, was suspended 
by the 'intelligence of the affair with bur 
frigate, and has never bean re'Mvcd since, 
'riiat intelligence reached this about a week 
afici Mr. pLiiviance, so that we had only 
been able with tlv* utmost diligence, to rake 
the preliminary step of presenting to Mr. 
Canning, in conformity to onr instructions, 
a puject, and of explaining to him in the 
inosi ininutc*and comprehensive manner that 
we could, every circum.siance appertaining 
to it No answer vvvs given to our com- 
mnnic.ition ; the suspensiL^' therefore of the 
negociatioii was imputable to Mr. Canning j 
had he answered our communication and 
pioposed to proceed in onr negociation, it 
would liave become a question for the com- 
mission to ha\e dec'idej, how far it would 
have been pioper iindeV existing circutn- 
htances to comply with the invitation; his 
bilence howxwer relieved ns fiom th.^t dilcitif 
ma Permit me to pi esent to you, Mr. Jos. 
A^Smilh of South C’arolina, and to refer 
you to him for much information, of a gene- 
ij 1 nature, on the subject ot our afihirs with 
ill is country. Having been long in Kurupe/ 
and visited aim st every part ; he possesses 
grcMt infouintii U of the political state of its 
several powers, especially of. Russia, from 
whoso sovereign he received very distin- 
guished marks of attention. In much com- 
inumctilk)!! which I have had with Mr. Smith 
for a year past, 1 have found him to be ani- 
mated with strong sentiments of patriotism 
towards his country, and as he has expressed 
a desire of being personally kuowt\to the 
president, and yourself, 1 have been happy 
lopiomote his object, by giving him tins 
intioduciion. 

Mb. Canning to Mr. Munroe, 

Sept. 23 , I8O7. 

Sir— Lhave laid before the king my mas- 
ter, the letter which I had the honour to 
receive from you, on the 8th of this month. 
Befi>re 1 proceed to observe upon that part 
of it which relates more immediaiely tty the 
question now at issue between our two go- 
vernments, 1 am commanded, in the first 
instance, to ^jxpress the surprise which is 
fdt at the totalSoniission of a subject, upoa 
.which, l*had al\eady been commanded to 
apply to yon for information : tlie.procla* 
mation«purported to have been issued by the« 
president tfthe U. States, Of this paper. 
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wIkii T last ^ on apon it, moa pro- I 

^('s^d n n t ) ln\ i Li w f bLyopd I 

tblMUi I 11) ( * I f f !) Ic lilfjl- 

m<Air»ii • floui i, “loj into il\ ud e 

It lob j'lrh nlii. 1 t( 1 it 111 iiKlisptn- 

•sibJt dat^ i> unL\\ ir> ii t ii > on lliis siio 
lect ' J ii“^ Mbx^tr \ 'i Ii I i 1} lutixi fi )m 
•* joins b; 1 n Pins ii i inno it io tlu sv.t- 
tlciTienr ot Ih p (issi nnfulil u ir s n 
fioin th'^em on nci Ktuctn’lt I n p id iiid | 
ibe vlK'^ijcik'* 1 he \hoi^ <( me tj' ^ 

* tion Ml »)iir of th it t in <n i ii * 

fict, n fl I i tlnn c\ ou n jii ib t> im 

niuuiil < r uon n on d e b\ Ini n i 1 r j 
tile luu to 1 z 1 u t ol lijs ollii I * *un\tn j 
will^ th Ml » le n I pi I L. \ tint, i ) so 
tn IS th nijc <ttli I S it(shi\c * 
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I ^€\iou9 aiithont) of hi? goicrnmciU T1 j« 
I piotOLilion which nnj hd\e lei to snchdtt 
let, wi bout such pi vious diuhv^iitv , it it 
c mnot pistih Miiy possibi\ extenuate it : 
i-aihest ps X Inch ln\e bein t iki mil rcprtilri 
til mb the) c uiiiol dltei thecln iciei of th<9 
o ^inil i t, ini) and do miUiidlv afFtct 
tien qi csiiun conci iiin^j the ie| iration 
c!ii^ t Mt On this o Ol I d it is, thatj 
whde I Jill ctiniiiinlid to rip(.^t to }ou 
( \1 It ) i( i{ r ds so s ilisf ictoi\) ih it 
th I j 1 id iMiqniliiicd pictciisioiis to 
11(1 sin; s c 1 w r 1( i dtseiUrs, is not as* 
••i i( I I V th s < int 1 , I iin I Tec’udi 1 frrm 
cnuniiin^ in thw iiifcteiue ** tint tiuiefoie 
tlu Milioinl ( Inr iLicr of ihe lui who 
“ WLK iiolintlv tdv(ii from on Ixiard the 


thou lit I p 1 l ) t d ihit Ti] i It ion nil > *' (Uiip« il l, in ikes no pdi I c f the I>iesCnt 
iiRii own 1 in Is, ind to ics{ It i ) hr i nits <i stion * It the i ^h* to s( nch shijis of 
<d u ilnti in prev 1 insly to dll) d i t pj li w t jr dcsLiltis is not in isttd upon by 

f t to the Ibitish \einniiiil (Mi the tli s cotiiliV, it is not li nse the einploy- 
Jiiiinh mnnstei in Ament i, f< i Ktu s in ii t nt in I the di ti iiiion ol hntish nniipe"* 


so til th( Biniih p( V in 1( lit IS m nl d to 

* tjke such iiieisiiiPs n to u mii 4 , ii d t > r in 
sidei them iii h csti iie ot up iittn 
which \m Jtknoul ^ Iti Inu. him i i- 
n»lh due Hr to t i i it nl ships oi 
wu bi longing to oiip of I tso'itlhq n t 
pHiiKi w bile the sh is 1 1 x i < 1 th i Ik i 

ne protet ted bv tlR 1 u )oi IS Hit icoti d 
powH wo lid fninish ni 1 lit i il of 
c Jiiipliint i^unst th It iriUmI if t isiRiel 
in 111 ) otliei point ot \ic\/ h i is i i t i 
suieoi reta ntiontor a pits ( is q i \ n l 
so coiisideicd, it ( in ol In i ht i siiy to 
tike It mo icioiint i ih id) iitininl t f me 
orijj nal dispn’ 1 im th i I ic, d t luily 
toicpeattii inqnii), \\h ihir jon lu ii \ 
eiwbJed to decliie sii, th t i^c piodiiii- 
tion is to be <onsidi-ud as tl i * ciitic iit 
ot youi t,p\ i. mill cut > And t so, I am 
finthLr to iiup ill , wh thci son ic ''i iho- 
rised to notitjA t’ - int ntio i ot >oni p^tviiii 
incMit to w ill d ivv ih t pudiniiiun on tin* 

} now It d^c ot h s itj ijt sty s d \ >w il of the , 
.lit w huh Oft isi mid is pnb l itioii Hip 
light in vliith ' iiaie di ic^cd loiepiesent 
' acTtiiii il P> ikU s condiut, and the deanp 
turn whKh)oag c of the i hai r of tne 
nieasnie impn od to bun — that ‘Wic acted 
‘ as if be hal the powtr to iinkewat and 

* to dtftide the causes of war , ’ suflii c ntly 
CM nice the neress ty of cotnpiclK *iding 

^in this disfiusion, all the ciuimitinccb 
wh ch have i«.d to or hue' f illo f \ the ai- 
tuu witli the Cnesancike 1 iid mottdiy 
iIk aU4( k up m a qiti inlship^it vir,*is4n 
Pit ink of Jiusuliv, and the vmv essence of ‘ 
ihe.cJi ijr againtl idinnal li ikleyas yon 
repiPbtiii It, Il the hpvmjj ta’ cn i piA hmi- 
^tocomii . 1 it of bus ^ y a*- out lie 


, oibiiid the n UK iHi bh ps ( t m\ Stic ar^ 

I i n i r d as h la iiijniioi s tovs nds G. 
.bill ih in th ir tiiplfiyniMit on boiril 
I in (h it\ts 1 ( 1 , I iposition w luch would 

I 1 1 I n 11 si y n HI t ) it is ni i intcnclcd to 

I ul tl lilt s ihiisol Cr 1 I iim miy be 

' jListU ( nloi • 1 , IP nil t 111 i ( inseiit, iti 

t) n hipsotw i bum 1 \ th it icdub 4 
IS, 111 that case, t > Ir s i i t ♦ )i b\ govern- 
iiicni fioiii iToxLrnim nl , il ii n to be 
Slum inly ciU u 4 b} ilic iiii -int hor zed 
iff 111 if iny f f I in ij tvs siftps ofwii.^ 
It f P ^ fioii ihis le s( J tbit not only 
I the** ini I 1 ini icM ' cf the im n l^koii 
out of ill CliPiipiik is niitlii foi con- 
sd ril M, but lint tin repii ition to In* 
mad In ihf Ibui h i,u\i imncnl to that of 
the I *s Ur s, \v 1 d^ppiid, irniin^ otRer 
CMduiti "s, on the qiu stion wIriIki hi 
i lit, whuh the IJntish « neini. i ^ \ ouJd he* 

. insiih d in c isidrn i is in act ui h slilU) , 

' li (1 •been irmniUcl bv tli^ goi iiiMtiitOi 
lilt U ^titcs (in r h Miig tfi duel) i''pi the 

B uish St in u in thiit inmi^ mv lc ) 

picMOusl) to commisj r n of in a^l i f hoslnily 

of an t ill Cl of Ills mi,tstv Hit act 

of the Ijiilibh o^c*.r wo ihi still b in u lui- 

tb ni 7 td act, and is such li ibl to c i iphnnt 
and dn ipprob iiion , but ll c < c, as be* 
tween jr icrnniLiit u d or vtun c it, jv iiilil 

be III ltd uiy \ II td \t 111* Mint tune 

that 1 odvi to you this r\p’u ion of the 
jjrinciples u^on \ ’ i^li Ins ini siyhisj*- 
th( ri/ed nip to d S( i ss w tb m n thr subject 
of )0*ii leprescntition, and tin'- J icaew to 
yoi the issui lures (t tie disj)OM^ion fri 
r ) 1 H ( * tl o disiussioii 11 the nio.*r ainitaMe 
* nn, md to biimr U to i co’icluhwn sa*n 
I'll a y to I thou i d the fceiu 
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both counlnes, it is matter of rcjut 
thit^ >iJU stonld lia\e bot.i uistricttd tol 
anrK\ to the iVrmnci of rtpai iimi foi i*ef 
attack of llio Ltopard upon iht Cl k , 
any proposition whu \ i K«i|tciiii i'k 
search lui British seniicn iii ukuI int 
a aubjcct, uhich is\\noM\ uncfn 
nccted with the use of the I u pud inci il ( 
Chesapeake, and \^hith r in onl) Itnd fo 
domplicate ind tnhnii^s » discu i(» i ^ni 
ttsclt of siflicurit (Itliiirv uui III j utinct 

In slsling the gioiiiitU n| ( ii wli ch )oi r 

go\crnnieiit cspic* with luilidoitc tint 
•* the whole siiOjfct of impiissmcnt si ill 
** be tiktu up at tins lii u , and tint in 
tlJaking the Kirntion won Ii iscliimcdfur 
the putitulu injiii) ci’kl^tl to hut been 
sii*-t ined by the U St l , iii llit hti iin- 
fo! lunate ii’iisaLtiin (Wl the ciptsot Vu- 
ginn, a n ined) «!hill be piondul ioi tl c 
V 1 OiC e\ il,” } on ppi ii to h tv ( iv l i d i lcI 
ed to assume thitt’is dot \ (ltiht,(sii li 
as yon describe it) m, the natiiial an I 
almost neccsb uy it suit of tin pracScc d 
impressment ol Bntish srinun fiom the 
imrchant vessels of olh i si il«.«« , iiid to ic- 
picsent the puticuhi triisicticn ml the 
geliLu' question of im])i ssnunt is “ idti - 
tilled in the kclngs incl s)inp tli t s (d 
your nuion, as well as in the sci tin d 

)om goveinmcnt’ With tvci\ it 

tcitoi due to th kciiii^s ot the ptijled 
the U Si ites, lam ‘>110 you will uadi y 
allows that those te^I n^scmiiot piopeily be 
coimdcitd 4IS dktii ig niciils cf the 

rlhe fn I ehnll I'ous of r itiond 

s» usibihly niiy vei nitunli)h ce luim- 
nicitcd an impulse to tlu p mt n ot tl c 
Aniencin ^ovtii inert , bit t< ib c-v 
pictd, ihillhe) houid u Ic ih Itli ( nte 
opivicin and toiidue-t ot tit 'jOveinnuur 
with whidi }on hive to lie ir I would 
fuitbtM ob'‘eiVL to u lliai your oovtrni j nt 
cannot reason ibly dinu 1 ly avivmtit,^ in 
argument fiom th» cxpressttl sense its 
own people, unless it It [ pned it the smie 
time to tike i ^ on u ( f i icspoiisibihty 
(wlirhtfe^ei i o dei're f UMii il *1 Uo it) 
loi lilt, (Utnge lid ind (ciu \ th wh ch 
upon the late oeea^ on, lint exprcision has 
111 tooin ny nisi inces been leeoinpinied ft is 
bettei U r tempeiate reison rg audassuiedly 
it rsmo»-eq Ivantigeous for th - government of 
the Unit d htatts, thit the c n bukutiun of 
populir feelings ^»hoL 11 I e vchohy oiiutled tn 

thisdi (Uisioij Jl V iij^ht inel ihepiactice 

ol which yoj are insiri ntd to <oinplam, as 
irreconcil able with instm, and iniohrabJe 
in all ifeu puts, havcj been cxtiiised by | 
G. Biiton from the eirlie r u,cso< the Bii- 
Usfi naval pow *r, even w (Lout any quail- 


ficitiou < exception in favour of national 

ships ^)f n Ihc grounds upon which^ 

s ith a (ii% iKiK n has Ken admitted in latt< . 
t ines, and upon ivhicli, for the course of* 

II nly 1 ( ntiry, tin e lown has forboriijk^ 
instill t th i niniiiki^of its ships of 

to scnichlMt Lii ships of war for dtSTters, 

I h ive. die i h hid the lioiiour to rxplai 1 to 
vou -—And yoi wih hue perceived that 
thoiC grni nils are w hol’y inapplir ible to ships 

III the ineiehuit sen ic t —'ll^at a foreign 
p)Mi will not, knovvingly, letiin m its 
iiui 1 I wiviee* mat inei s n lUinl born sub- 
j'cts (1 1 ) ■» m 1 '•ly, who mve hten recalled 
by J 1 lie pi (I mUifn, n ly b<,, legirded 
ii 1 p s yi pt on ill 11, out of the hostile 

II ‘iiL d the act, and out of tlu pn bable 
cer^qiLiues t> v im li sueli an ad of 
liosi hty must It But with respect to 
ineie.lunt vls^lK, there no sne h piesump- 
t on, lien m 11 inci s subjects ot his m ijes- 
tv, aic tmplojed in the piivatc stivite of 
f( eign iidividuals, under private civil con- 
tiuK the knife’s sulqcLts, and the foieign 

III 1 V nil ils with whom they serve, enien 
into en igemt^nts inconsistent with the duty' 
d his nnj ‘•ty s subjects b wards him but 
to Ihoso engagements the government of the 
foitign nation his not unde itself a pirly. 
In sieh Cl es, the spec esof rediess wliith 
tlu pi i*Kt of ill times his idmitled and 

s nil tune 1 IS tint of l iking those sulject»r* 
It '■u I ut ot ilu service ol smh foreign 
indivultnls , and lei iliin^ them tothedis- 
elnr e d t it pn virus ind paramount duly 
which tlicv owe to ihcii soveuign and to 
then country — lint the txerciscof this right 
involves some ot the dc nest interests of 
(r Bntnn, vonr gotciiinunt is ready to 
u know ledge, md h is Kcoidmgly authoiized, 
voj to pi )po e cert mi legulations, which 
vf n appiclii iid would be e-quivalent in their 
irfvcl tol the jiusciviijon of the interests 

( Ml eiitd Ihert wdl be no iiidisnos tioa 

here to i nlornin, at 1 pioper iinu, the dis- 
cOssmn of ‘11 h pro|'os< d regnl itions But 
when vou rerol d tint ininy priposalsto 
this eflcct hive alic idv betn brought for- 
ward, ind h ive been foil d wIk lly in \ 'niissi- 
51 *^ Ivbcn you hive, your (■ f, receniJy had 
occision to exptru. nee th-' difticultv ot fram- 
ing any suisfditeiy anangr-ment upon ilui 
subjer I , with aH the inx ety which is pro- 
pel ly felt by both government for tbe'speedy 
adjusinunt of the ditkie nee between them, 
and foi the heal ng of that deep wound 
which '5*ou stale to have been inflicted on 
thi^iiation d lu noui of Me Uiifteel States /* 
surely it in fot wd* advised to mike the 
termination 0^ tint dilktence, aid the 
bc^iiig that wound; dependent whuily on 
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the Goaipl«e success of an atteoM which has your Ai done justidS to the s^incerlty of that 

already been madt soolien, anJ" hj^h lia« dispoMlion Ihe dufiiulcu'i in ibe W4)C 

hitherto umfornily tided "lo \ o\\ i lot smh adj istnient me aht idwsmoothed/ by 

reasoning sbow^, that >ou au i *'u nhedisivov^ d \oli m inl^ ot\rt.d, at the \eiy 

Sfoie than oiduaiv dithcult} uhicli i* i t | ( uSet ot the disc usirion, ut ilit. gcreinl and 

atten t any arrangtMntnr tor iIk p tviniioii n iq'nl d pictf i su n lo slikIi ih psot war 

of desertion hetneen two mtioiis \vh se loi tU ci' is i litre lenmntd oiil) tons* 
suiidaritv ot niannermiKl li bits, thd \sM()'ie ccrtpin tht t cis ot the piitKulat cast and to 
identity ot , i ic n o e s> nmi) piopoi loiitlt upirationtoihewrong — 

imptcli nents to the distiitnin UK n ( t *' ni Is the Ihitish <^)\tinuHiit now to under- 
** tional chautUr * Jo tlit^e ciiciim stan t ihi^ you, sii, iie not uithoiuedto 


Stances and not (is )(m aliiioit ‘‘tcin to in enici into tln-i (|Lcsti n scpniltly anddu- 
sinuate) lo in) peculiar h iishntss low luK iht liiuil) , \sii cut lining obtained, as a 
U States, It IS ov\ mg, thitih t\( c sc ot picinninii) c ittssion, ilic consent of this 
this right, as xiith respect to ihtm, is <oiitr) lo enter into discussion with le- 
necessiiiU moieficquc t thm with icspcct sp ct to the pi k ticc ot seat clung raerebant 

to an\ oihci inimn , and is IcH bv tin in to \csscls ioi di sellers'- Wbelher any 

be mne rigid ml vexatious Hut thesf' uriu^cnu t c n be dtvrcd by Inch this 
circumstiiicts riiinot fuuiisli an irgnin nt pit t mU iduut ot mod the all on, >\ithout 
foi ihe suspension of the ex'^rcue of the pu] dice t i the tssciUi il i trills ind inleresu 
liglit NX lib icspie t lo Aiiieiici , nidess it be ol (r Hnnin, is a cju'^siion 'which I haie 
conleneli J, hit multiplicity of ti iiuls and »iueKl\ siidtii Hi itish goxtrnment mnj , at 
d rtiLidty of di'tection ue ic.isons a^misi iputiKr scism, Ik Kad\ tocntciliin but 
suspicion 01 motives tor acrpii ' f ( uce — — \s uluthci tlu eousen! ol Ci Britain to th® 

I'tlle foundaiioii is ilun* Jjiil < mpl ml entenng into uch disi ussion shall be cx- 

that the piacii»e his mn\4n()ntof the le toiled is the pM^tfaii irnuable adjust- 
rogniiion of \neuMi melt pt ude nee , aid I nieni, as ih roMliuonol being admitted to 
<h it the eh irie tci < t t! i c\cul is idee ted I y mike he lun r li’eMCpir it on for an mjui V* is 

its e ntminiue It is nee el less to re pt il i (,icslionfl ejinte a d flcrenl soil,^ md one 

that these I ight-i exisK 1 m tluu fullest loue, xxlii be m he ms xeud no othei wi»c than by 
for igcs prcvi n s i > ih esi ibiishtn nl ot ilu m uiiepi dil tl i fnsd ——1 earnestly iccom* 
U Siites as ai mlipeieltnt ^iveiimunt mclelto^ou, llurctorc, to eonsietei whether 
«nd It would be (btf^uii to eoi nd lint lie* . the insiiuetois which you hue received 
rrcognitioii of tint mdtpcndciue can luve ' fion ^uir ooxtriiment, mn nolleneyou 
opeiated any chinj[e m tli s *csnect , i nl * it hb iiy to eoine to m adiustn entof the 
It cm b* sli ) VII u ui lel u »ul d ng tbc cit ot ibt I copud and the Chesapeake, 
gwtinm ni ot the V Si it s Ct Hni i n m ’ 1" dciu of the o»hei “qiiestioy^ wj^h 

xitnilK ibdii ill d he I o Ml 11 >hts Is i ui\ d xh u ij)pc i s to h ixe* bet ii luu ssTidy 

])o\Mi (11 Hides', tlicie WHO m> cxpic s cometed If )f>ni mstiiie lions leavt yen 

slipiilitie Is, li) \ 1 theuuuM-ud pe *eutui, I t unu t picss \ou to act ill 

bcripmeusi^ sutU Hniui foiiu bel in i e x i i hciun to tliem In lint ciaj thejo 
soundest prmcip'cs of nUurd I'w, though cm be no id\ ml i ,e in pmsmig i ehsMission 

Btill eiifoiccd agimst other mb pci hut which yen not auilu luevVlo conclude • 

nations of the w nil, were to b'* snqKiK’vd an I I sb iM h i\ onh to lejiet that th® 

whenever they mi^lit come n coi f-'ct with dioositum of Ins im]tsty to tciiu into lh$t 

the intciests 01 ihcfcebngsot ibeAinen in difiercnce <niieibh uu^ s ilisfactoril} is for 

peepl- J uoiik' 1 ow ice dl voui altcniiem tic* piciciit rcndeii d \unvading — in 

to the < onsielcr itic i <d tbi qu lion icspcrt- tint las , his in jestv m pmsuiaee of the 

mg (he I lie tl ansi ii >n I f i n 1 c op ud eli'.position of w 1 ic h I f Ins gi^n such signal 

fliicl me CIusipc ikc , w i li till lijo leeeipt pieuts, will lose no tun m stiidmg i ininis- 
of ^nui kltei, 1 inngum to he *h* only toi (o Am-* u i, fmnislicd wi*h necessary 
q ’esiicni aetudly m el "H. s on Utwee n us, msi ctions iid powers for bunging tbia 
and m considci Uum of iik* dihcacy*md lu f niuinte dispute to «n c mein ion coiisis- 
pre^ung iinpoit uee of which, w* Ind b) tent witn the b iin onv snbsisimg between 
common con evt, waved the coi side laimn (• Hntvm an I tie I Siitts, but in rrder 
of dll other m ttcis pending b(twc*^n cur ' to ivoid the \ leoincnience whicli his inset), 

two governnit its Into ihe discussion < f fmni ihemiM n ituit ot your instruetions, th^t 

til s quis'ioti 1 am prepued to tntei , with nni istei will no* I e etnpowi i d to enteitaifi 
whatdispis non, on the pajt ot hi^nnjcsty’s as < onnei ted wiili this subject, any proposU 
govcrnjjnent, to consult i/e tielinc,s and the tion i’‘sputiuo iho search ot nK*ichaot 
• honour of the U Siatc 4 , it is nut,iKrcss- vtsscN- Ii wi 1 however, Uo fdi mcJW 
ary Joy rap hem to dethre — for }ow have f't j to his uiajcsij to kain^ thatuputx 
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reconsideralirn, you think yourself authorise. | occurred i iii ihe general practied^ a$by 

ed to «5eparatc the two <fttesiions 1 hope more a\Jif 1 admoutioi denvod ' iFroni 

you will allow me to cxpiess^ at thesiine I hte inride it, thit tnUcinoilv be done withy 
tine, the siit(^re plei«uic whith I hoi Uli efttit bv ,iioniiting to the source of the e\il, 

ftel in bav ng to trtat with )ou, si, pu in l^pioM^nuj an kU j me lemedy foi it ’lA 

sonally, toi the le establishuicnt (f i d i j 1 1 nn 5 this gu it oojtc t it is my duty to rp- 

undcrstanding between our tuo coui ii ls p( it ihit nn g iveirnncM^’cloes i ot seekf to 


Mr MunroftoMk PsNMNr, Si 3 ), 
I6O7 

Sir, — — 1 ln\c h ui ilie hr 1 om tn jc 
your letter of tht iici ft th s n c ilh. i«i 1 
shall tiaii'-nnt it >^itho\ t <tel i\ on m in 

Dficni IpifCLm Ivi vith ‘^1 ti r, 

lint his Jinlinnif iniK^i) 1 fouinnui* 
liotdi posed to entir into m an nijr nit t 
this tune, of ill tin dilkun s tint I ve 
ansc lciv\ cn oiir gavrii"*! , c ,K(t ^ 
the nnpie'.snient of scinnnliom Anti 1 
vesscU b\ Briti h MU /cis , t m it is ui In ^ 
to look to out >i)j ct < Illy, tliL 1 itc a <'us 
Sion, anlpioi k toi it, uli tin oilui 1 
lett ti depend fii fiitiiic i(])ii-.tmcnt Mi 
goierninci t Ind p f sn n I ll it I s 1 1 j t\ s 
govtrnment would In vi s cn in tlic itc( nt 
and L,icit<r injiii), a stiong rutnefoi 
b iii'^ing the w In le <;nb]e( t mto one M(w, 
and pioviding tor it it th sini tune llu 
e\( ►-SH s of the 1 itl i onli i ^ c ul I not t nl t ) 
revive ki tlic n iiul (f the nllei n | nt 1 
high Sdise of foimei in]niKi, in I ii w is 
rta‘»on ibic to ink tli it tl it u u l < t m 

srpi ibk fioni tin pi u t c <( v i uh tlu 

imidtnt fupi die I so sii 1 in , an ( \nnp , 
would hue pudiiccd lutnrcn oin,;j\tii 
fnents the mi •.t piompt ji^d in ndl) (on 
lauon in il e (11 ms of s pj k >sm r u n jt 
the W St ites li IV e siifli u 1 1 ^ t ui. 1 1 i > 
h) 1 u cent ouni K nee ih in ll \ h 1 c n 
btioK, < innr t b** 1 000(1 u !*.( n, i ^ it 
not to be a in tut f irdt 1 iMii ; I It iltle 
others, csjKi nlV htn it i ns 1 d 0 t 
they ere lire a 1 ) in a li mi J ui k il 1 e 
cominixhtun md 111 ni:;( nit t Siiu Ikw- 
ever, von uUnn iie tint In iu*ij(s»^s o 
veinment is i nwiMing lord i up S ul ] et 
inatoio’utd \i 1, It is iiinuet s*i ii> fir 
me to pic* s It — iY( n isk ^ Kihti I tn m 
thonsed to s^pirue this liittr iiKidtiU liom 
llu K ''I pr K t e anltotieil t i, i dis- 
tinct topu ^ On this I ) nt I ln\e to st tc, 
that 111 } 11 tiiu tioii , w liK h te explicit en- 
join me to eonsuk 1 tin whole c ( this cl of 
injuries is an cnlne snbjtct, dindtid > 
iniiniiteh in tluv connuted in t’uiriu- 
tare, tint it stems to Sl (t duult if lut ini 
possible, to stpn itetlu m foi anv usOul piu- 
pose toeitiKi pnty My govei t iiKiit b 
kiiuticl) iltsir HIS to pi ite ill ul itions ot tne 
two powers on llie solid bisis ot pti 'p m nt 
friendship, U »aluUJ, as well bj wmt b s 


cot fine jht i 11 f S proposed to llie injuries 
which tiff (J Sntishui siiiFercd, nui eon- 
limn losiff i,i) 1 I ' iioiia to ( \ffnd It to 
th( 1 uhdi II I moIiuK 1 of by Gt 

hi ) Ip i h si * w 1 ih i b nh 
J ''ll cs (1 I ] \ n f i u ji 1 tin \ ) e ri'^mly 

I of i iS 1(1* t 1 1 11 K (( I jiul 1 s Ul nt 

nil ii w 111 hi i h s( ll k ‘ht n is 

I I ' It IV V w ft 1 t’ e ll t ) i it( i H to 

'in in Ll l w I h h lii pnvnl n de- 
t 11 ft llu I i -pi (111 II u es , 

vh I ^ 111 ) III In i ( i o ( ich j^( xt rn- 
innt t do viiit i-> t i ul i 1 1 in lespect 
to the ( ther, i I tnh t 1’ 1 cm of each 

n Itir n f n I S SI h 0 to si tni •liini s to it, 
mnn 1 1 l* in r tn pit nr stitc' H nv 
nn h m c 1 1 mt 1 r ous wouhi i ot si cli an 
an 1 i c nt be 1 ktly topio c ‘ot-» Rut m, 

j in the pntK il 1 orj ct uliitn sin I s 111 
J vice th n IilI ‘ dhciciK c to I ])* ulK v ii b 
It pc is i im in \vl I h could ii t f iij > 

II irc }) I ut I \ e , 1 ]n I e v\ hi li r n lot 
lu n 1 1 nn d m \ i luij i wh ih 1 s uv 
inmnit hit ( i cs ili t t In lu n , m ( it- 
fciciu sent ll tl t I i p piticstocu’ ihci, 
to »T( ll ndt >n l n du se nul w hi 1 is l- 
s ) coi id I ] \ Ih U Sti^ s ’ sul vtisivtf 
^ f I In 1 1 It ml '■1 ul 114 ( 1 ihcir ( In 

I f I I 11 n ( II ’ inpowci — ‘'o much I 

h '( 1 1 * I to s it in 01 d 1 to 

j 1 ' h J 1 st 1 hi, he c hut I f ni) go- 

V(i n 11 on th | ils nt(iciui on tins 
git t n i \ c i V iniL 1 t n i • j ( i ( f in 
nient \scllkiu)wi Ks It 11 to tnltiv ne 
the most fnti (Ml uliii iiswiih G Rntain, 

I 01 It and li 10 n ihk con liu his, it would 
I h Id) ini, I pci It iny doubt sh(H Id be 
Slid 1 c^ to exist ( n ll jx ) nt — A on inform 

liic lint his m )L iv ’ is dLitim 1 Td in case 

j inv ni tl 1 Unis d) it jMinil mctosepi- 
life tic I ( a^,ic«,i(iii iiom the gtiieiil 
SI Idle 01 mip Sill nit to ii nisfc i the bn- 
s ne s t ) tl t I b In n nmnttii it t ) i mi- 
nister Wilios nil »e sent ili le with full pow- 
cis to toiicjiide it 1 o lint me isuit 1 am 
fn from being chspos-‘d to 1 use my obst itk, 

; and shill immediate]} app’ise ray govoin- 
1 1 n lit of the dec nun t) ae’ pt it Ulultr 
siuh rre I n tunes, 1 perieetl) i^ie^' w th 
)ou m tin npm on, tint it would benseUis 
to pm sin 1 diseiissi n, winch it would be un- 
possihle foi rae to bung to i •‘i ■>! ictorycon- 
chision d-jt IS sjiill mj ciiP toguct i ex- 
planatioii which ^}ou InvcdesiuJ, it the 
» • 
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^t^iQOtives v4i‘icb Induced the ^ »i<lent to 
*adopt the mcaBurcs announced in his yioch- 
\n)atioD, of the 2 J July last Ho ^ever great 
the injury which the U. S had r|reivcd ’)y 
the aggression complained of, it is just tlfal it 
sh^alJ be shewp that the president did not 
lose sight in those measure') of the liicndly 
relations subsisting between the twe powers. 
When the Ini'ilile natine ot the attack on the 
Oiestpeake, is ttken into new, and the ge- 
neral coiivluLt of the Biitiah sqatJicii within 
the waters of the U Stales, befoie and artcr 
theattick, I 'tm persuaded tint thcie was no 
. limit to which the piesident would not lis\e 
been jnsti lied ii> going, wdiich he might have 
thought essentia’ to ihc lionour and safely of 
the nation. JJLfoie the iilickithe Hiit-ih 
I squadron had viohted the juiisdiction of the 
U. S.by the impic'-sinent of men-vvithm it, 
whom the commander hid lefUsed to •‘Ui- 
rendorj and after the attack the attitude 
which he assiuT»ed continued to he ol a \ m v 
menacing and hostile chaiai tc’ . An ut of 
hostility, it must be aclinitti d, ju-jtitif s any 
act of a like natuio to raids the part} who 
commits it. 'Ihc .president, Iiowi^mt, did 
nut believe that his majesty’s gottiiiincnr 
had authorised the conduct ol tin Hiitish 
squadion, and his nu isiircs were evidently 
founded on that belief Tliey were muked 
b\ no ciicumstain e ol hostilit), oi of pMalii- 
(lontowiid^G nnlain, bu wc'c intendvd 
c^iinply to pieseive older within the juii'»dic- 
tion of the U S , to which end tlie lemov il 
of the Biitish sqiudion wiliioiit their limits 
becmie indispensable. Aftei the ads of 
Molcnce wii'th had been <onimittcil by tliat 
squadion, it w is iinj)o-.siblc tint it should u- 
mam longer tlieic without inncising the m 
ntation aiidwiikniug the liicach bdwein 
file two iiatiniis, which it wa-) tlie cinicst ob- 
ject of the puiideut to p> event 'Hu re cti- 
lainlv e\isied no dcsiie of giving a pidn 
ence in fn our of tin* ships of wai of one bi I- 
ligeient paitv to those of anothei. ikfoic 
this aggiesHori, it is well known, that his 
Ilntaniiic ni i]esi}’s ships lav vviliim the wa- 
teis of the Cl.tsapc ikc, iiid enjoved ill the 
adv uitages ol the most fw ui»ed nation , it 
cannot tliciefoie be doubted that ni)^;ovLin- 
ineiit will be ready to rcstoie them Uk the 
same situat'oii, a^ oon as it can be done con 
sistently with the honour and iiphts of the U. 
S.*— I cannot conclude this communu atioii 
without expressing my earnest hope, that the 
differences, which have upiiappily atistn be- 
tween our governments, miysoon be settled, 
on conditions lionoiinble and siii5fa< roiy to 
both the pal lies. 'I’o have co-opeia#ed with 
you in the accomplislun»^ikf of so gieat and 
jiseful a workj w ould have ^een highly^i.iu- 


fying to me. The disporition which you 
have brought to the discussion, and the sen* 

i iiments which yo»a communicated on* the 
prtiuipal tiansacUon, when the first intcllw 
gence ot it was received, have inspired me 
wMih gi eat confidence, that we should soon 
hue been aulo to bung it lo smh a conclu- 
sion. 'I'o have been a pait) to it, would 
have tern II n Ul i my mission to Ins m ijesty in 
the mode w Inch 1 have long and sincerely 

d^'iii' d. 

]\rR. Mjnuol to Mk Madison, Oct. 10, 

lb07. 

Siu, — I have the honour to transmit you, 
b} Doctor Bidlus, a copy of my corre«*pon-' 
duue with Mr. C inning, on the snliject 
whch was comm-tted to oy care, by your 
Kiierof the 6th of July List. You will find 
bv It, that tlie piessuie whuh liis been made 
on this government, m obedience to tlie in* 
stiuction (out lined in that letter, has teimi- 
n 'fed in i fki isioii to send a minister to the 
I S , to idjiist the biismo^s theie. What 
the powers oi iliut minister w ill bej whe- 
thn it IS intciidiu to coniine jtheni to the 
sole oluet I ot n p nation foi the special nut- 
ra.;e, oi to c tlu m, in case the propo- 
sed sop nation of I hat tiom the t^eiuwl topic 
ol unpKssnK lit IS admitted, to the ’atlei ob- 
p(t, it IS not in m\ pouei tostite Mr. 
Canning 1ms givin iim no mloimation on 
I thitln^din toniui ii< e, .ipd Ins note is not 
I ( <p]i(it on it It stite«, lint the minister 
who ih ill be siii^lolhel^ S, to bung the 
d -jpiite rciai ve to the an 'c’v ^ui the Chesa- 
jH.iketo i ( (;i liision, ^I) dl iu»t ’m emp^w^e - 
t I t( ciiltii fin, IS f )nnn lid with that sub* 
jv-M, anv pK position uspuling ht seaichtjf 
iiKiili ni vessels — i Diisiiinpiion is auiho* 

1 bj those tM ms, tint ini ininislei will 
li ivi pov CM to tu It on the ri n mjI tojwc af- 
tcM the sp I ]\ 'one n iMari d. But it is 
pos^ihlt th t that pl^•sl^lliJ)^n)n maj have been 
1 ii ed for (aiM-i^thcJ pin pose oi that the 
tesms whcli txnlfd ir,^ were introdu td 
nitielyio i /ijviy the idi<i# that tin mission 
should be cohiioevl to the special (»l)jec(. — In 
the disc h nge of this dc lie ite Jiid impoitant 
iMisf, i tl ought tint f slidiilcl be able, rnoie 
eifcctiially, to pioniotc us objec t, by op«i- 
ii.g the subject to Mi (' iniung in confr rence 
than by an official note As the attitude ta* 
ken by my government, which was evident- 
ly su|>{>()rted by the w hole nation, was of $, 
viiy impiessive naiiue, it scemnl probable 
flam the fevtiish state of the public mind 
hero, in regaid to us, I hit a lone of concjlui- 
tion which would not weaken tlie pres<inie, 
would Ge m<*re likely to succeed in obunn* 
mg the itpa^adou ciscired, than 9n oj[|dcial 
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and peremp’tor7 demand Under ih» im* 
prcfision, I had several conferences with Mt. 
Canrtifi*', the siibsHiue of which, in eicb, I 
will endeavour to state with precision A 
knowledge of whtt passed in these inter 
views, m aid of th* t which is atfoided b) the 
correspondence, wilieinblc \ m lo form the 
most con cef idea of the djectof the pio- 
posed mission, that pic*- nt c icumst inces 
Will admit of — 'Ihe hist inui\ tw, was on 
the 3d of Sept as soon is it could be obtiiiA 
ed, after the leiciptof ^our lettei cf July 
6th, which was on the )Otii of Aug I in- 
formed Mr Canning, tint as J wished the 
discussion 111 which we were about to enter, 
to teiininate amicsbly iiid honourably to 
both oui oovernnienls , 1 h 1 1 i*. 1 tl c in- 

tmiew, foi the purpose of pn moling tint 
desirable end, that by esplatnmg to eicli 
ofhei fully, in fiiendly confeienco, theticws 
of our respective goxtrnments icl itive to the 
Idte aggiession, I w is pci sii id( d th it it w ould 
be more easy foi ns to an mge the Lusiftess, 
to the satisfaction of both parties, than b) nny 
other mode which we could puisue He 
expressed his sensibility to tint which I hid 
chosen> and his leadiness to concur in it , I 
then statid in detail, in explicit tcims, the 
rffpaiaiKfh whuh my go\ernnuMit thought 
thb U S entitkd to, and expected that they 
should locene, for the injuiy and indignity 
offered by the 1 ite ac<nession , th it the ni m 
t^kcii tiomllu fi I ; lie ‘'hould b< itstored to 
U , that the oflici IS who li id committed the 
ng^iession »-hould bo cx( i.ipl inly p urn bed, 
thnt the pracli^e of impressment from nici 
ch int^^sscU sh Mild bt suppress! d , ind 1 it 
th icpn It ion consisting < f those sc\eraiaets 
should bi ainoMiHtd to oui govcinrnent, 
through the med uu tf i **ptc d mission, a 
frAlemuiis whi I th* i vti u) dir uy natun of 
the P ** ' dirly ufliircd J oh 

aened tbit ns the ic le sir n ind the princi 
p!e on wh ( Ii it is f ji nd d, ha 1 1 ecu fiank- 
jy disivcwid is sern is known, b) his go- 
vcri meat, I wis p®»s»iadcd ih it there coo IW 
bi^*i o St nous objtftioii on l-i pirt to in) of 
the ict-i whiejj u w is desii 1 sIk old consti- 
tute the piopotcd up r itu n that to (h* fir^tt 
act, the Kstor ition tf th nui , there could 
dnifblless be none is the IcisMh it could be 
done, ifier s ch ar ( tngc, would be to re- 
p^auMbe I b '’S fai is it iiiit,ht be pncti 
t able on the gi ( iind ihev held ht loie the in- 
jury wis rtceivcd tint the pumshme it of 
the ofhrei*» toMowed, IS i neiessary con»e- 
fjuciut to the hbwowal of the ict ■ (haCthc 
fcOppies lOn of the prulice of impressment 
fnim irc re bant visscls h'ld been miderindls- 
pensabl* Lythe late iggiession for reasons 
wtiich Were suflicienlh well known to him 
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1 Stated to ^ that tbetirbde 
was dotirei that the icparation i^hocdd bdf 
mide, by .j special mission, was that wM^h 
hid l^^en ad ipted by other powers, and by&« 
Bntan. hermit, foi injuries less severe tbai^ 
the one alluded to, of which*! gave hiih the 
ex unples turnished me in youi letter of July 
bill Mr Canning took a note of what 1 
had stated, and made some general remarks 
on the whole subject, which wcie intended 
to give his view of it, on eacli point, but 
without compromising hiinsHf in a positive 
niauntr on any one. He snd that, by the 
ptoclimiti >n of the president, and the sei- 
zure and detcntioi of some men who had 
linded on llie < o ist to procure woter, the go- 
vcin iiei t seemed to have tiken lediess into 
It® i \ n hands , complained of the differ- 
ci ce which* he snd had been made between 
hnnte and Jinglind, by igetonng deserters 
to the vessels of the foi mcr, end not the lat- 
ter he insisted that the hte aggression wag 
an ait diffeient in all respects from the for- 
mer practice, and ought not to be connected 
with It, as It shewed*a disposition to make a 
paiticular i icident, in whifch the) were in the 
wrong, instrnmtntal to an accommodition in 
a case wheie his government held a different 
doctiiue 1 urged in reply, that tJic piocla- 
mition could not be considered as an act of 
hostility or ret diation foi injuries, though the 
aggression li id piovfked and would Inve 
justified any ilie sirrngcst act of icpnsal, biit» 
*di a mere mea->uie of police, which had be- 
conn^ indispt ns ibic toi the presen alion of 
order within the limits of the U b , I in- 
formed him tbit the men who h id landed 
fiom the squadron, in dtfiince of the pioila- 
mation, and of ilie liw on which it was 
founded, hid been leslored to it that with 
respect to the other point in ditleience said 
to be ni ide in the case of dcst- rteis from Bit- 
tis'i and 1 reneb ships, I w is unacqju iirited 
with the fact, but wassatisfu f if the state- 
ment w is coriec% that the difltrence was 
imputable to the local authoiitics, ai d not to 
the nitional government, bic^nse as the U. 
b were not bound b> tieaty to restore de- 
serters fiom tl e eiMce of eilhei intion, it 
WIS n tiprt tamable lint tneir gmernment 
would Intel fete in the business. I observed, 
bowciei th t if such a pieference had been 
given, theri was a natural and justifiable 
I luse for It, plot ceding from*the conducb of 
the scjuadions of 1‘iance and England, on the 
coiilof tin* U b , and on the main ocean, it 
being a wcM known fnct that the formei did 
not nnintiin as a right or adopt in pirctice 
.the doctrine of ihc latter, to impress seamen 
from our merchain vessels 1 then dj^-cussed 
nt Jengith, and uigcd with gieat earnestness • 





"of his Incarnating at ' 
iblir tinie all the di^rences wbicfal|iadga risen 
oi^r governinents from iiis cause> 
bj ail anangeroenc which shoull suppress 
^ fractic^ on the part of G. I^tain^ 'and 
i^l^edy'the evil of which she complained. — 
In aid of those reasons which were applica- 
ble to the inerits of the question, 1 hrged ihe 
eaatnple given by the late ministry, in the 
paper of Nov. 8th, presented to'Mr. Pinck- 
ney and myself, by theHritish commission- 
ers, which had, as I thought, laid the foun- 
dation of such an arrangement. I stated that 
as it was stipulated by that paper, that the 
negociation should be kept open for the pur- 
pose of arranging this great interest, without 
pyejadice to the rights of eithet power, it 
was fairly to be understood as the sense of 
both parties, that our rights were to be re- 
spected,, till that arrangement was concluded; 
Whence it would follow that the same effect 
would be produced in practice, as if it had 
been provided for by treaty. I relied on 
this paper and the construction which 1 
thought it admitted, w’ilb which, however, 
the practice had ftince in «o degree corre- 
sponded, to shew the extent to which the 
former ministry had gone in meeting the just 
views of our government, and thereby to 
prove that the present ministry in improving 
that ground had nothing to apprehend from 
the preceding one. Mr. Canning admitted 
4hat the view which 1 had taken of this pa- 
per derived much support from its contents, 
and the time and circumstances under which 
it was presented, but persisted in his desire 
to keep the subjects separate. I proposed, 
as an e.xpcdient to get rid of his objection, 
that we should take up and arrange both 
points informally, in which case provided it 
was done in a manner to be obligatory, I 
offered to frame my nole which should de- 
fnand separation for the outrage, in geneial 
terms, so as that it should not appear by of- 
ficial document, that the subjects had any 
connection in the negociation. 1 urged that 
unless it was intended to make no provision 
against impressment from mcrchwUit ve.s5els, 

1 could .see np objection to his. meeting me 
on that ground, as after what had passed, it 
was impossible to take up either fiibjcct 
tvithout having the other in view, and 
equally so to devise any mode which shbuld 
ke«|) them more completely separate, than 
that which I proposed. Mr. Canning .still 
adhered to his doctrine of having nothing to 
do wilrh impressment from merchant vc.S’iol.s, 
the affair of the Chesapeake was disjiosod 
pf, .after whicji he professed his \fillingncss 
to propecd to the, oth(^ fjbject. In this 
itiafioer the conference cj deJ, withr^U hav- 


1 . it;' 

I in «il olher resp^ts conciliiHor]t.‘~TBn^jl|H£ 
;*to Mr. C* was founded on the rvtsull bif 
conference. As it had not been in my 
cr to come to any agreement wuh . 

the general subject of impressmeDt 
merchant vessels, I considert^ it my 
combine it with the affair of the ChesapeaMk^^ 
in the paper which I presented him to 
reparation for the outrage. 1 thoughtvMf 
best, however, to omit the other 
which it was desired that the reparatic;^ 
should consist. It seemed probable thwt 
specification of each circumstance. In > 
note, would increase the indisposition of t{lfr{ 
ministry to accommodate, and give it 
port with the nation, in a complete rejeettoti^ 
of the demand. I expressed myself 
fore in regard to the other acts, in geoe^'- 
and conciliatory terms, but with all (he 
in my power. Ihe details bad been 
mumcated to Mr. C. in conference too 
cently to be forgotten. Still it - was just 
no improper inference should be draw|f 
the omission of them. To prevent It, 

I tained an interview of Mr. C. 
j after my note was presented, in whicb» 
i reminding him of the omission aligned;, 
j the motive to which I presumed he could 
mistake, [ added that my abject in 
I the interview had been to repeat to him 
I formally, what 1 bad stated in the fora|^‘< 

1 one, the other acts of which my governmoht ^ 
' expected that regaration should con^kt. . 

. this interview nothing ocCuned without i 

; limit of the special object for whtcb-*4t.h^:^.> 
I been obtained. Mr. C. did not' lead 1^ 

; conversation to any other topic, and I coui^ 
not invite it — Mr. C.’s an.swer to mV 
was delayed more than a fi^rtnight. 
refused to treat the subject in connMtioU^ 
and intimated'in plain terms*that if 
not authorised to separate them, it 
useless to prolong the discussion, I tbouj^l^h, 
•mpvoper to press it. My reply wa» .equally 
explicit, so that with it tlie negociation eud^/, 
ed. The measure which he announced, 
being determined on by the Sing, in case*i;., 
I could not agree to the separation, is 
pletcly the act of his government. 
observe that it is annonoced in a form wh||h4 
precludes in a great degree, the idea 
being adopted at my suggestion, as an 
reparation, and in a lone of decision 
seemed equally to preclude my holding ! 
communication with him on it.-*-My 
sioii being thus brought to an end, 
forde^ an opportunity for me to returnjd^j^^ 
U. S., as I have long de.sircd. Nothfwg.^P^i; 
the great interest which 1 
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ofmyootyijrjr, desire to give 

1^11 ibe ib m^fower to the present ad mi- 
nistcatioD, in support of the principles of oiir 
most e^^cellent consiitution, would have de- 
tiflined ihe here so long. In the present 
Utate,' however, it is not p ^ssible, if in any it 
SHTOuId be, for me to render any service by a 
longer continuance hei.e. As soon, there- 
fore, as I had answered Mr. (' ’s note, I 
'^nununicated to him my intention to re- 
turn, and requested (hat he would be so goqd 

S lo obtain for me an audience of the king 
r the purpose of taking my leave of him. 
I^is was granted on the /iliof this month, 
^ iwhich 1 renewed the assurance of the 
m^re desire of my government, to pre- 
J*rvc the most friendly relation between the 
y. S. and G. Britain, which sentiment was 
^iprocated by bis niajesly. Mr. Pinckney 
W^geeds me by an arrangement with Mr. 
feftnin'g, which will appear in the enclosed 

f of ' my correspondence w ith Inm, and 
h I have full contidence the presi/lent 
approve. 1 regret that in transferring 
{Be business in(o his hands, I do not leave 
Vtm aftogether free from difficulty. 

Iji^otu follows the Correspondence letween 
BJr. Madison and Mr. G. H. Hose, who 
ap^sent to Jmerkot upon the faUtirv of the 
ia^opiatlpn with Mr. Munroe^ in Goto her, 
above seen. 

Rose to Me. Maoison’, January 
26, ISOS. ‘ 
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after - 111 ,; 

bis m^estf's early, unequivocal, and lijua# 
licited^diswowail of the unantiiorized 
admiral B/rkeley, his dUcIaiuiing of the> 
ten.sion eaSiibiiccl by that officer to J 

the natioidl ships of a friendly 
deserters, .^nd tlie assurances of prompt and 
effectual fcp;uation, all communicated with- 
out loss of time, to the minister of the 'U. 

S. in I^ondon, so as not to leave a doubt 
to liLs raajesly’.s just fnd amicable intentions. 
But his maj., making every allowance for 
the irritation which was excited, and the 
misapprehensions w hich existed, has author- 
lized me to proceed in the negotiation upon 
the sole discontinuance of measures of so 


inimical a tendency. — You are aw'are, sir, 
that any delay which may have arisen in the 
atijastinent of the prc.sent differences, is 
nor imputable to an intention of procra$ti« 
nation on the pait of his majesty’s govern- 
ment : on the contrary, its anxiety to ter- 
minate as expeditiously as possible the 
discussion of a matter su interesting to both 
nations, has been evinced by the communi- 
caiion made byJVIr. secr,st(}ry Canning, to 
Mr. Munroe, before the minister of the U. 


S. was e\'en informed of the encounter, and 
now by the promptitude with w'hich it has 
dispatched a .special mi.ssion to this country 
for that cxpicss purpose. — I can have no 
difficulty in staling anew to yon, with respect 
to the pruvi.sion5 of my instructions, calcn., 
laied a.s they are to ensure an honourable 


Sir,— Having had th^ honour to .state to 
VfU, that I am expressly ^iccluded by my 
Iroiii entering upon any ik‘',o- 
tjatton for the adjustmeiu of the diffVreu.cs 
arising from the curouiifer of hi.s Majesty's 
4^ip Leopard, and the frigate ol the (7. 
States, the Chesapeake, as long as the pro- 
damatjnn of the prcsicit.iii oi the U. S., of 
I^e 2d July, WO/, shall he in force, 1 beg 
Ipave to offer you such f.irt her explanation 
cjl' llbis nature of that condition, as a].)pear.s 
to me calculated to jplace the motives under^ 

, 'V^bjth it has beeij enjoined to me tiuis to 
, l^ing it forward in their true light. — In 
^lijftever spirit^lhat instrument was issued, 

It is sufficiently obvious, that it has been 
Inductive of considerable prejudice to his 
.njj^iesjty’s interests as conffded to his niilitary 
stia other servants in the U. S., tq the ho- 
l^r of his flag, and to the privileges of 
Kis ministers accredited to the American 
^lernraent. From the operation of thi.s 
; pfbe^mation have unavoidably resulted el- 
ifcts of retaliation and self assumed redress, 

, 'which might be held to affect materially the 
! c^^esiioo of the reparation due to the U. S., 

[ (t^^pially ia as much as its execution has j 


adjustment of the important point in ques- 
tion, and (o remove the impre.ssions which 
tile late cause of difference may have excited 
m (he inind-> of this nation, that 1 am autho- 
rized to express my conviction, that they 
aiesuch as will en.ible me to terminate the 
negotiations amicably and satisfactorily.— 
Having learnt from you, sir, that it is solely 
as a measure of precaution, the provisions of 
(he proclamation are now enforced, t must 
persuade myself that a due con.sideiation of 
his majesty’s conduct in this iran.saction, will 
remove as well any misapprehensions 
which may have been entertained respecting 
his majesty’s dispositions towards the U. S. 
as the grounds upon which that enforcement 
rests, ^nef the more so, as it has long been 
a matter of notoriety that the orders issued 
to th* officers of his majesty’s navy, in his 
proclamation of 15th Oct. 1807^ anord aiai- 
ple secinity that no artempt can be made, to 
assert a prcten.sion, which his maj, from the 
til St disavowed. — I may add, that if his majj. , 
iins not commander] me to enter into 
discussion wf the other caases of complainfj ^ 
stated to arise from^tbe conduct* of his naval' 
comman^ders in tlie^ seas, prior to (be en- 
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> eoiU)iter leopard and thilCbeTapeak^, 
}f 'Wdllj£:au^e iC had been de^md inij^ per 
to mingle them, whatever m*W Ub u c r 
clerks, with the picscnt matt^ bo much 
tOore inteiesting and inipi it *nt in I's n auu^ 
opinion, orighnll) and dis ’*cil} cxpita- 
«fd by Mr Muhroe, and a -.eiited to Mi 
sec L inning But if upon ihi<^ more re- 
cent and noie ut 'Hy n »tL ot discus^u n 
Upon which (he jmoi n ti n n v mil 
Ajateri lly rests. Ins m jc t> & » m< ibU in- 
tent on « die Uiicqn vuLcil / c\iiiti.d, i s 
Buifi enii) cKii, that no I ost ! u |0'>iiun 
can be supposed to exist ort his fart, noi < m 
any viev^s be attnbi ted to Ins goYtrnmviit, 
such as, requiring to be rountemted by 
mcasuus ot prec lution, could^bc detliitcd 
from tiausactions winch piccid d tint 
enconntei — 111 olTciing tlnse tlicidmons, 
I should obscive that the view in vhicli 1 
have brought forwr 1 th pioliunr iry , vs Iiu li 
1 have specified, is ncithei i** to dtm uul, 
concession oi icdiess, ns for i wn ng coni- 
imtled into such, the claim ot a discon- 
tiiiunice ot hostile provisions cmnot b con- 
structed , but It Is simply tOTequi»‘e a c< ssa- 
tion of einitnients mj iriouS in then UKits, 
aii'l which, if peisHfcd in, cspei idly al^cr 
tltse ixplan itions, must evmce a spmt ot 
bo till!) . nn Iti vlndi hi nnj cuuid nit 
aiitlijiizi the pio'-Kution (f llit present 
negotntion, eitli< i consistcu«l> wi h Insovn 
honour, or with nin wcM h un li 1 cxjniti- 
tioi of ihe Knew 1 of dm it ( n ot lint 
giod undnsi indin » I clwetn the twi i iin- 
Ines, which is cqn illy iIk> luicust ot both 
to fostei and to anicli i itc 

Mr MvdisontoMk Hike, \rch 5, 

JbOS 

'^ir, Ilnvehidili lio lor to it cc ive and 
hy befoie ihepiesi’ent joi r lettf of tie 
26th Jni in will h \oii st te tint you aic 
fspivssly precluded In youi insinKti(»iS 
from entenng ujon au> ntgociUion foi 
the adjustment ot th dn^titiiccs nisii g 
“ from the encountci ijt I is ButnnuK nn- 
jest) s ship Ttopnd, and the fii;‘ite ot 
the U States, tlic Clic-i q i ikt, is 1 n 
the pioclanntioii of tht picsident ot the 
2d of July, ISC)7, slnll be inlfoi^e’ — 
Ihisdemind, sir, mij'hl justly su ^gf st tl»e 
simple answer, tli it before ihc prc< lain jion 
of the piesident co’Jil become asubjcitot 
consideration, satisf u tion should be m ide tor 
the acknowledged ags^i ision winch pieccd- 
ed it. *Jhis IS ev idLUtly '''•ntnb’t lO the ol- 
der of time, to the » ulii ot lenoii ind, it 
may be addeil, to thi ord< 1 ot 11- 1 ;cj is main- 
tained b> G Biitnn, wheiuvei in anilogoas 
caties^ she has been the lompiaintng psiiy. 


as yo«i have to jt^rdlimi* 

nary demand, certain dximaattobaf With a 
view doubtlesb to obviate such an an^vy^. It 
Will best accord with the esndor of the pwi- 
dent, to meet them w ith sue li a leview Ot th 0 
wbok' subject, ps will piescnt the soMdl 
gt mud- on winch he rtgaids such a demand 
Ob 1 id.nissihle T btgin w ith tlje occunefifc'- 
cs tiom winch the proci unit ion of July 
11 s iln d lliciff aio la gci'eial teims 
td •< by the instrument iistlf A moili 
piruc lar notice ot the most impoitant df 
thtm, II here be in place —Pas'*ing ovelt 
them, tie )i ibitu il b*it mitioi inTgularitiicii 
ot Ins Hr in nc n ijcst^'s ships of war, id 
II rkiiij, the hospitalities < f oui ports sut** 
seiviLiit to the anuoj nice of < m trade, botJl 
outward and luv nd, a p dice not Onnt 
contini) to the piinc jiles of public law, bift 
expressly contnry to Hu iish 01 di nances en^ 
f II ed dm ng n iniime w ns, to which ste 
bore .1 neiitidl ulition, I .in constraioMi 
unwelcome is the tisk is, to call jour 
tiou to the fol o Miig more pionmienC 
stiicts — Jii the suiniT er ot lb 04 , the 
tish tiigue tht Cambudii with other crm 26 er| 
in c mpanj, entered the harbour of New 
'ioik Ihe connnandc! , cipr. Bradley,!^ 
viohtion of the poit liwi, 1 elating both 
Ik dth ‘indicvcnue, caused 1 met c haul 
jwst ur ved, and tonic -.stdiy within the limt^ 
nndumlci ihe i ilioiilj of the IT. States^ ^ 
be bondtd bj poisons nndei his commas® 
who, aflcf* it-isli ig the eflut is of the imfc 
in the legd c\< It 1 st of then fum lions, acltft 
ally impressed aifll earned off a number ^ 
sc imen and pas ngt i s nio th^ sc n ic^of th^ 
sh p*s ot w SI On II jppeil to his voUuilaifY 
rcptittoi ihe’TWb Ik hisl t iiicd to give w 3 
ll c ( thiuki to ji s K( , nnd fiiullj repell^A 
tilt ofnetr rhn,(.d wnh Ik iigular procej^ 
toi the puijts( — ^Ihis pioctdure was oot 
only ^ fligi mb insnJi to t k wiVticignty oT 
the nition bin an mfr tiioii of its ncutraliC|f 
also, whu ll tlid not pnoiit i belligerent shirf 
finis to Ujj ntiii its toia w tl in the neuttai 
fenitoij — lo finish tli% cne, tins com- 
nnndtr wiiit so fai as to tlidiie, in an ofl 5 « 
c I ll h ttci, to ti e miinstei plempofenlury'dl’ 
h s Hiit'ninic in jtsiy, and b^ him coinmu’* 
nicatid to this governmciu that he consider^ 
ed Ins ship, whilst Ijir g in the harbour of 
Ni w \oiIv, as hiving dominion around hei’it 
w It Inn the distance ot her buo^ s. — All tl 
riicumsianccs wcie duly ni idc known to tw 
British govtrnnuiit in just expectation ‘ttts 
honcK ible icp nation None has ever bM{ 
otlcied Cipt Brsdlej was advanced fioin 
his fugait lo ihe command of a ship of tho 
line -^At 1 subse(|ucnt peisod, several Brvtlsjl 
frigates undei the command of Whuby^ 



of the Leader, jjlflQingf the ptttcticd of vex- traordin^ry was dtspatched for fh^t|9t|»re8| 

ing the in ward and out waid trade of our ports^ purpost of expiating the aggnMilbD on 

and hdvering for that purpose about the en- 6o\ertignty of a tiiendly power. 
iranceofthatofNew Yoik.rlfsed aseiiesof J) pjesentl itself, the attack by the Bti* 
irregularities^ \ itb an attempt to ariest a lish ship of w-ir. Leopard, on the Americsfi^ 

coasting vessel, on board of w'hich an Am« - ffgaie Chesapeake, a case Wo familiar In Idr 

rican citzen was killed by r cinnon ball its ciiciimstances to need a recital ot any part 

which en’erdd the vessel, whibt within less of them. * It is suHicicnt to remark that the 


than a mile from the shore — 1 he blood of 
a citizen thus murdered, iii a trade from one 
to atKf«her port of hi^ o\ui country, and 
Wit! Ill the sanctuary of its (eintoiialjunsdic- i 
tion« could not fail to arouie the sensibility I 
of the public, and to make <1 Solemn appeal 
to the justice of the Biitish government I 
The case was prtsenttd moreo\er to [ 
th<iit goiernment by tins, in the accent 
tvhich It required , and witli due confidence 
ikiiihi oftender would icceiv'* the exempli | 

X pumihment which he clesened lh?t 
re itiib:! t be no failure of Icgd proot of 
A£wt 5Ufh lently notoiious of itself, unex- 
ceptionable witnesses (o establish it twere 
sent to G Britain at the expense of the U. 
States --^Capt. Whitby was notwithst ind ng, 
honorably acquitted ; no nmmadvei sion took 
place on any other officer btlonging to the 
aquadion , not has any apolo^v oi c phna- 
tion becA made since the tinl was o\ei, as 
aconciliatory offering to the disnppointi icnt I 
p( this country at such a losnlr —A case of | 
gguifaer charicter occuired in Sipt 180b i 
TOe Impetiicux, a Ficnch ship of y t guns, } 
Itrben aground within a hw hundied vaids of 
the shore of North Carohni, and tberefoie [ 
visibly within <he territoriil jurisdiction and 
hOspuSiile piotcction of the U States, ^v^s 
Ared upon, boaided, and burnt, from thite 
Br dish ships of w'lr under tl e c omniand of 
<J»pt L >u I Having comph Ud i*ii'» oiu- 
>age on the sovci My and ncuir hty ot the 
n St^es, thp British commindcr felt ii) 
fcruplc 111 pi oc ceding tht nee, intcj the waters 
near Noi folk, nor in the midnt u* ilic hosj)ii i- 
Ktias enjoyed by him, to ad i to vvlnt hid 
passed, a lefusal to^li&chargc fiom Ins ship4^ 
Impressed citizen s*of the U not de- 

nied to be si^h, on the plea, that the go- 
vernment of tne U bt ites 1 ad refused to 
Htsrrender to the demind of aclmuil Btiklo, 
certain seamen alledged to be Biitish dc :>cit- 
ers^ a demand which it i« well under(>tood, 
ypurgoveinment disclaims any right to m ike 
wo lid be very siiperfl lous to dwell on 
the feitures which mirk this aggravated in- 
SoIl But 1 must be permitted to remind 
yAQ, that ui so serious a light was a bunilai 
yioUtion of neuird territoiy, by the destruc 
tiou Ot certain Fiencb ships on the cqast ot 
l^rtugal, by a Biitish squadion undei the 
Miimand 01 ad mini Bosoawen, legnJeJ by 
the court of G Britain that a minister ex- * 


ronclusne evidence, v Inch this eient added 
to that which hid preceded, of the uncoil^ 
trolled excesses of the Biitish naval com* 
miriders in insulting onr sovereignty and 
abusing our hospitihtv. deteiminc^d the 
prcHdent to extend to all BrUish aimed shtp!^ 
the precaution here'oloreapphe I to a few by 
name, oi interdicting to them the use and 
privileges ot* our hai hours and waters.— 
llns wis done bv his pioclamation ot July 
2, 1 bOy, refei i ing to the senes of occurren- 
ces, ending w ith the aggression on the fngate 
C hesapeake, as the considerations lequinng 
It And if the appiehension fiom the li- 
centious spirit of the Biitish naval comman- 
ds s, thus developed an i uftcon trolled, which 
led to this measurd of pieraution, coiki 
need othn ju<<tf(ication than was affoided 
by what had pissed, it would be amply found 
ill the subbcquent conduct of the ships under 
the* command of the same captain Dou- 

gl iv 'i his ofticer, neilhei sdmonished 

by leflexions on tlK ciisis produced by 
the attic k on the ChesipLake, nor con- 
trolled by respect foi the Jiw of nations* 
or th^ laws of the hnd, did not cease within 
our waUis to b ing to, by tiring at vessels 
pill snin^ their coui sc of tiadc , and in the 
sime spiiit which Ird di^phyvd itself in the 
recent outi age (ornmi tied npo i the Amen- 
(intiigite, he not only indulged himself in 
hostile line It >, and indic itions ot a hostile 
approich to Noilolk, but icUhHv obstructed 
o ir < itiz^ns in the ordinaiy eomniuiiicatioti 
b t \ n lint and ueighboin irg plices. His 
poceediiit^s constituted lu fact, a blockade 
of the poit, and as red an invasion of the 
countiy, iccoiding to the extent of his force, 
as if troops had been debaiked, and the 
town Usuftcd on the land side — Was it 
poibibL for the chief magistrateof a nation, 
who ftli^oi Its lights and its honour, to do 
le-^s tlfin intei pose some measure of precau- 
tl at least igainst the repetition of enormi- 
ties which hai been so long uncontrolled by 
the government whose officers had com- 
mitted then, and which hid at last taken 
thc^ exoil It int shape of hostility and of in- 
sult '•cen 111 thcattickon the frigate Chesa- 
pcike^ C iiidor will pionounce that lest 
ft \ lei not*be done , and it wilkas readily ad- 
mit that (lie pioclamation comprismg that 
meisuic, codd n|>l hrve breathed a morn - 
temperate nor spoken m a more be* 



'Kow fer it hSs rec^yed 
I^Kub/ whose intrusions it ^proj^iibited^ 
^e.i^espect diie to the national authority^ or 
&MQ made the occasion of new Indignities^ 
A^ds no explanation.— The president having 
Cnft^rposed this •precautionary interdict, lost 
Iko time in instructing the minister plenipo* 
lentiary of the U. States to represent to the 
Bi^tish government the signal aggression 
which had been committed on their sovc- 
reignty and their ,flag, and to require the 
aatisfaetion due for it ; indulging the expec- 
tation that his Britannic majesty would at 
once perceive it to be the truest magnanimity, 
as well as the strictest justice, to offer that 
prompt and full expiation of an acknow- 
ledged wrong which would reestablish and 
improve, both in fact and in feeling, the 
state of things which it had violated.— This 
expectation was considered as not only ho- 
tiDurable to the sentiments of his majesty, 
but was supported by known examples, in 
yhicb, being the complaining party, he had 
required and obtained, as a preliminary to 
any counter complaints whatever, a precise 
replacement of tl/ings, iii«every practicable 
circumstance, in their pre-existing situation. 
— ^Thus in 17^54, Bermudians and other 
British subjects, who had according to an- 
nual custom take possession of Turk’s 
island for the season of makiug salt, having 
been forcibly removed with ihpir vessels and 
etVects by a French detachment from the 
island of St. Domingo, to which Turk’s 
island was ulledged to be an appurtenance, 
the British ambassador at Pari|> in pursuance 
of instructions from his government, de- 
manded as a satisfaction for the violence com- 
mitted, that the proceedings should be dis- 
avowed, the Intention of acquiring Turk’s 
island disclaimed, orders given for the im- 
inecliat» 5 ^ abandonment of it on the pait of 
the Faencb, every thing restored to the con- 
dition in which it was at the time of the ag- 
gression, and rep'^ration made of the dama- 
ges which any British subjects should be 
found to have sustained according to an es- 
timation to be settled between the governors 
of St. Domingo and Jamaica. A compliance 
with the whole of this demand the re- 
sult.— Again in ' 1789 , certain •Knglish 
merchants having opened a trade at Nootka 
Sound, on the north west coast of Artferica, 
and attempted a settlement at that place, 
the Spaniards, who had long claimed that 
part of the world as their exclusive propertv, 
a frigate from Mexico, which 
C8pt!d^ the two EnglKb vessels engaged in 
thbtl^de, agd broke up the settlcfrienton the 
coaity— The Spanidi government was tlie 
first to consplain, in tips case, tiie in- 




The' Bthisdi goveEomei|rr’''>0W0^:^/4|H 
manded that t he vesselt taken by the 
^ frigate/ should be restored, and'swi - 
tisi^ciion granted previous to any. 
cussi on . — ;Th is demand prevailed ; the S|^ 
government agreeing to make full reito.-| 
of the captured vessels, andtoihdenusi 
partiesintercstedin tliemfortbelossea 
ed. They restored also the baildiDgs and tr 
ef land, of which the British subject! 
beet) dispos.sessed. The British hos^( 
soon g.we proof of the little value tb^. 
qn the possession, by a voluntary derelictiu^ 
under which it has since remained.— , 
case which will be noted last, thouj^h ol A', 
date prior to the case of Nootka Soundji^Hl.’ 
that of Falkland’s islands. These islaudsjjn^ 
about 1 00 leagues eastward of the Stye9g|il9^; 
of Magellan. The title of them befi 
a subject of controversy among severaji 
the maritime nations of Europe, p 
position of the islands, and other 
stances, the pretension of Spain 
advantageous comparison with thoaeo^; 
competitors. — In 17 / 0 , the Britisit 
possession of Post Egmonf, in one of^ 
islands, the Spaniards being at that 
in' possession of another part,* and 
testing against a settlement by the 
tish. The protest being witoout 
ships, and troops were sent from 
enos Ayres, by the goverimr of 
place, wdiich forcibly dispossessed 
drove off the prilish settlers,— The 
tish government looking ^tirely to 
dispossession by force, demanded m a« 
cilic condition of preserving harmony, 
tween the Xwo courts, not only the disavo' 
al of the Spanish proceedings; but 
aildirs of that settlement should be 
diately restored to the precise state in 
they were previous to the aCt of dispo9jb|ej^ - 
sion. The Spanish government made 
di^culties ; requiring particularly a 
vowal on the part of Q. Britain, of thdj 
duct of her officer, Falkland's Jsli^ 
which, it was allcdged, gave occasion t<^' 
steps taken by the SpaniA governorjj^ 
proposing an adjustment by mutual 
tioiis in the ordinary form.— Ihe 
was, thnfthe moder.ation of his Brit: 
majesty having limited his demand 
smallest reparation he could accept 
injury done, nothing was left for dls 
but the mode of carrying the disj^ewai 
restitution into execution ; reparation li 
its value if it be conditional, and- be /^4 
tained by any stipulation whatever 

parfy injured. ^I’he Spanish 

yielded. The violent proceei^gS of 




3i8§vowta. The fort, the port/ 
thing else were agreed to be im- 
restored to the precise situation 
ktch had been disturbed $ and duplicates 
df pi^ders Issued for the purpose to the Spa- 
liFiH olScih^, .were delivered into the hands 
df the British principal secietaries of 

Here a]|9in it is to be remaiked^ that 
Qtlon having been made for the forci-^ 
!i4l8possession, the islands lost their im- 
in the eyes of the firirish govern- 
lit/ were in a short time fin^jly evaciiat- 
UXfd Port Kgmont remains with every 
pihpjT part of them in the hands of Spain — 
C^dld stronger pledges have been given, 
fl^an' are here found, that an honorable and 
ii^^t neparat ion would bein.ulein a catie, 
sfifnlribjg no otherwise from those recited, 
iJlSUi it furnished to (he same monaich of 
iNrot nation, an opportunity to piove, that 
.iMilMbg always to (he same immutable piin- 
he was as ready to do tight to others, 

Itil to require it fer himself Rcininmg , 

t6 the instructions given to the minister pic- I 
sdjgbteitiniy of the United Sjates at Konclon, 

I am to observe, that the president thought 
it jtet and expedient to ln*)Cit, as a neccbsary 
l^mlent^n the adjustment ot the outrage 
d^rbiUed on the American frigate, a secu- 
ttfy against the future practice of British 
““‘‘ll commanileis, in impressing from mer- 
bt vessels of the U. States on the high 
such of their crews as they might un- 
_^.^iketo denominate Biitislf subjects,— 
Tp tills wociatfon of the two subjects, t^e 
prVildenr was detei mined, 1st. by his re- 
" '‘fing both as resting on kindred principles, 

;; immunity of private ships, Mith the 
"n e^ptions made by the law of na- 
being as well established as that of 
t ships; and theie being no pretext 
pcliuling in these exceptions the mi- 
nent (if it could be ficed fiam its 
j^qs and notonous .'ibu'ics) of the sub- 
Pbfa belligerenj, fjy the ulVicers of that 
The lights of a belligerent, 
iiSijst the sliips o^' a neutral nation, accrue 
from the relation of the neutral to 
*cjjh,er belligerent, as in conveying to 
patraband of war, or iii supplying a 
^ed port.— The clahn of a bellige- 
Ysekfeh for and seize on bo^rd neutral 
the high seas, persons under his 
ice, does not therefore rest on any 
fent right under the law of nations, 
prerogative derived from municipal 
inypfves the extravagant snpposi- 
'^l^halobe nation has a right to execute 
4^ in all cases, its municipal 
dnd^re^iations, on bom d the ships of 
koidter nation, ciot being within its terri- 


Pafitrt. 

tonal Ufeiits, 



•The prcrideijt i«!ai 

|f (he same determination, 2dly.. bj^^blat 
of converting a panicidar incident, into 
occasion for removing another end more»e%1 
tensive source of danger to the harraoov of 
the two countries : and, 3dly, by his peip^ 
suasion that the liberality of the proposp* 
tions authorised with this view, would nw«» 
fail to induce the rehdy concunence pf hie 
Britannic majesty ; and that the mott ex- 
ten si v'e source of irrttetjon and perj^egity 
being removed, a ^tisfactory adjustment of 
the particular iiicidettt would be the less dif* 
ficuit. The president still thinks that such 
would have been the tendency of the mode 
for w hich he had provid^ ; and he cannot 
therefore but regret that the door was shut 
agaln^-t the expel iraent, by the peremptory 
refusal of Mr. Canning to admit it into 
discussion, even in the most informal man«^ 
ner, as was suggested by Mr. Munroe.---— 
The president felt thegreatei regiet, as the 
step he bad taltcn tovw'srds a more enlarged 
and lasting accompiodatioiia became tliua a 
bar to the adjustment of the particular and 
iccent aggression which had been committed 
against (he U, States. He found however 
rn alleviation, in the signified purpose of 
h's Britannic majesty, to charge with this 
adjustment a special mission to the U. States, 
which, lestrictftd as it was, seemed to in- 
dicate a disposition irom which a liberal and 
conciliatory arrangement of one great ob- . 
ject at least might be confidently expected r 

In this confidence, your arrival was 

awaited with every friendly solicitude ; and 
our fiist interview having opened the way, 
by an acquiescence in the separation of 
two cases insisted on by his Britannic ipa- 
jesty, notwithstanding the strpng gtoun? on 
which they had bc'eu united by the presi- 
dent, it was not to be doubted that a tender 
of the satisfaction claimed by the U. States, 

, for a distinguished and an acknowledged in- 
sult, by one of his officers, would imme- 
diately follow.— It was not, therefoie, 
W'itliout a very painful sui prize, that tlie 
eiror of ring expectation was diScoveied. 
Instead of^'the satisfaction due from the 
original aggression, it was annoimced that 
the first step towards the adjustment must; 
proceed from the parly injured ; and yoiq^ 
letter now before me, formally repeats, that; , 
as long as the proclanaation of the {gtsident* 
which issued on the 2d July, ‘ 

be in force, it will be an insuperaUd^^^ 
cle to a ncgociJtion, even on the stiil^ 
the^aggicssion which preceded it ^ in . 
wordb, that the proclamation must 
our of force, ^before bn adjustment "of the 
aggression can be taken into dll^sioD»— • 



Ih'en^inittK gfoaodk of tbi$ e|tnor< 
denfijBBd;, It is alled^d be 
iiPjb^ihe "consfdertftton that the^roctrt^iiig 
pretensldd of the offbnding omc^r luis 
disavowed f that general essur^mces are 
pived of a disposition* and intention in his 
Bidti^nic majesty to make 8atiifactft)n j that 
minister wa$ dtsjpatched with 
pl^ptitude for the purpose of carrying into 
etfiiA this d^{>Psition : ahd that you have a 
pefs«Nael conyied^ that the particular terms, 
wh^cJr yon ar^xiof aflibeity previously lo 
<Ssd6se^ wiii be dwmed by the*,, U. States- 
latisfactdryiiiiiii^ respect to the dis^ 
avowal, it 'ivtmW bie" unjust not to regard it 
,as a proof of candour and* anfity towards 
the U. States; and as sonle presitge of the 
vohintary reparation which if implied to be 
dueii But the disavowal can be the less con- 
founded with the re^rajlioti itself ; since it 
was suflSciently required by the respect 
which G.- Britain owed tq her own honour j 
it being impossible that an enlightened go- 
vernment, had hostility' beeti meditated, 
would have commeifced it irtvsiicb a manner 
and in the midst of existing' professions of 
peace and friendship. She owed it also to 
consistency wnth a disavowal on' a former 
occasion, in which the pretension had been 
enforced by a British squadron, against thre 
sloop of war Baltimore, belonging' to the 
States ; and dnally to the interest which 
G;' Britain has^ more than any other nation, 
in disclaiming a principle which would ex- 
p<^se her 8Uj>erior number of ships of war, 
to «o many indignities from inferior navies. 

-As little can the general assurances that 
r^pariKibn would be made, claim a return 
which ^oUl4 properly follow the. actual re- 
paratlqct^only. They cannot amount to more 
than ti disjposition/ or at most a promise, to 



I nioso 


Str> hbw fall/ this 
— With resp^ tofthe 
which you h1»ve expressed, th;^f thisi 
which .you dedijpe to dlsbld^, jj^puld 
tisftetofy to the U. Statei, it is’ ih “ 
ort me to c^serve, that with the* h1i 
spect for your judgment, and'the i 
fecj confidence in your sincerity, ah inj| 
ralble objection' inaiiife.stiy Ims;- to llufctf 
ceptahee of a pefsonal akid uhexj^atlie^q 
ni^, in jdace of a disclosure Wb 

enable this government tofexisreisp Its 4, 
judgment in a case affecting iso es»ebtfb!l/ ij 
honour and its rights. Such atJOiifse 
ceeding w'ould be without example f 
there can be no hazard in saying, 
wdll never be afforded by a go 
which respects itself as much asyr 
does j and thereforeoan' never bb i 
expected from one whifli respecti' i 
muclfas this has a right to do.^— 

Sir, to enlarge on the intrinsic incoifg 
of the ex|>edient propo.seclx— But' I mh ^ 
allowed to remark, as ah additional. affiiiS 
tfon of the singuTar and mortiMpg- 
plexity in which a compliance mignt fti'v 
the president, that there are in tile iWj 
Mr. Canning, communicating, to MfJ i 
roe, the speciaF mission to the U. Sta| 
pregnant indications that other qnestiontr at® 
conditions may have been conreiUptaC^ 
which would he found utterly irreConCili^ 
ble with the sentiment^ of this nation.-^ ' ‘ 
If neither any nor all of thc.se considie 
tions^can sustain the preliminary 
made in your communication, it renoistihs^l 
be seen whether sUeb a demand res^T^ ‘ 
greater advantage on (he more 
ground on which you finally seem iqpli 

it. I’he proflainatioh is coi;^idere^ a| 

do what^the aggressor may deem a fujlll- i hostile measure, arid a discontinuahcb'bi!^!;' 



meat of his obligation. They do not prove 
even a disposition to do what may be 8ati.s- 
factory io the injured party, who cannot 
have levs than an equal right to decide un 
the sufficiency of the redress. In dis- 

patching a special minister for the pnrpo,se 
of adjusting the differences, the U» States 
pught cbeerffilly to acknowledge all the proof 
it affords ori the part of his Britannic uia- 
j^ty, of h^^bific views towards them, and 
of' Irfs rei^^f, for their friendship. But 
y^st ih^V^^uld not, under any c»rcum- 
ain^tb the rneasure more than a 
' ' i^'piiticlpation in an honourable rc- 
k is to be recbilected ^at the 
^lliiary object of the' mission 
"*^6 for the more extended ad- 
; by the li States, at«Lon- 
1 of the .subjects as preferred 



as due to the di.sc6r,tinuance of the 
sion which Jed to it. — —It has beeil 
ciSntly shewn that the pi^clsmatlon, agv' 
pears on the face of it, wfis produced'^ 
(rain of occurrences terminrftyig 
tack on the American frigate, 
this last alone. To a demand, tb^ ^ 
that the proclamation be revoked, it 
be perfectly fair to dpposd a dci^l 
redress be first given lor the'nuttl^ 
regularities which preceded the ag_ 
on the American frigate^ as well as 
particular aggress jon, and that effectvitol!^i:" 
troul be 'inicrpo'*ed against rcp!eHif“^' 
thefhV And as no such redress J 
given fjjir (he past, notwiihstarifibn|| 
of time which has taken 9m 
such scctirity for i!ie„fator^ 4 i»dj||^ 
ing the andirhinuhed' r^sdib'aUiiine^~«it 



I&Uqws, fbat n contlpuan^ ^ 
clainal'Kxi woold be; conaUticrnt mnth jUi 'en« 
tif«*<ftaqoutiDuance of one only of the oc- 
cermioei from which tt proceeded — —But# 
It i# not necH;s#aty to avail the argument of 
thi# vifcw ot the case; although ot itself en 
Ibely conducive Had the pro( an ation 
founded on the sn gL aggiessicn c* ro- 
IX^ted on the Chesapeake, ai d were tt ad- 
netted that the discontinuance of that ag- 
ffeisioD merely, gate a claim to thediscoa- 
miMince of the proclamation, the claim 

r l be defeated, by the i neon testable 
that that aggression has not been dis- 
eoDtinued. It has never ceased to exist , 
imd IS in existence at this moment Need I 
eeitiiDd}ou, Sir, that the suzuie and as- 
{Mirfation of the semien beluhging to the 
the Chesapeake, entered into the 
*Mik4lteence of that aggiession , that with 
H mmptJon of theiictim to a tral, foi- 
tmimk by the most solemn considerations, 
OHd grdaUy aggravating the guilt ot it% au- 
the seamen in question are still le- 
and consequently that the aggres- I 
IMOD, if in no other respect, is by th it act | 

•lone continued and in •foice ^ It the ' 

tiews which have been tiken of the subject 
have the justness which tlicv claim, they 
Will have shewn that on no ground iv hit- 
ever can an annulment of the proclamation 
4if Jaly 2d be reasonably uquiied, as a pre- 
liminary to the negociation with winch you 
•m charged On thecontiary, it clearly re- 
•bits, from a recurrence to the causes and 
object of th^proclamation, that, as was it 
£rst hfrtimated, the strongest sanciiumof (r 
Ifritaia herself would support the deman , 
ibat previous to a dibcussion of the procla- 
tbiation, due satisfaction should be made to 
' |lbt U. States , (hat this satisfaction ought to 
•Xtend to all the wrongs which pi needed and 
produced tha\ act , and that even limiting 
Ibe merits of the question to the single re- [ 
jtbHon of the proclamation to the wrong 
'i^Ommitted in the oittac k on the Amenewe 
ipigSte, and deckling the question on the 
l^tnciple that a discontinuance ot the latter, 
ICNjttired of rTght a discontinuance of the 
tfiiriper, nothing appears that does not leave 
^••cih a preliminary destitute of every toun- 

which could be assumed for it 

lib a right to draw this conclusion, the 
ftnmident might have instructed me to close 
$ia communication, with the leply stated 
In the beginning of it , aud pet baps in tak- 
ing this course, be would only havecon-* 
muted • sensibility, to which most govern- 
m^ots bronld, in such a case, have yielded. 


has bi^n invariably gmdtA 
rescue the two nations Al 
stsiices, u|der which ••''1(1 




your iBHsion necessarily pSaeM them, h 0 J 
has authjhriabtl me in the event of jtoor 
closing fhe gpnsof reparstton whuhyon 
believe vA'Ij.Kifg satisfactory, and on Its ap- ^ 
pcanng that Uiey are so, to cDii<iider tbla ' 
evidence of the jnsmess of his Biltaijuiie 
majesty as a plet^for an effeettkid 
siiion with tespect to all the abuse^mr^ a 
recurrence of which the prodamiHl^ Waa 
meant to provide, and to proeapd Xo concert 
with you a revocation of that Mlfebeanng the 
same date with the act of repoHhion to which 
HieU btateS aie entitled.— — I am not un» 
avvaie, Sir. that according to the view which 
>011 appear to have taken of jour instiuc* 
turns, such a course of ptoceeding has not 
bten contemplated by them It is poswble^ 
ncveitheless, that a le-examinaftion, in • 
spirit, in which 1 am well persuaded it will 
be made, may discover th in to be not in- 
BcKible to a proposition, iti so high a degree 
libel al and concvliatory *In eveiy event the 
president will have lUcinifebted his willing- 
ness to meet your government on a ground 
of accommodation, which spares to its feel- 
ings, however misapplied be may deem 
them, every concet»biun, not essentially due 
to th(»s(» w hich must be equally respected, 
and consequently will have demonstrated 
thit the very ineligible postuie given to so 
important a subject in the relation# of the 
two countries, by (he unsuccessful termina- 
tion of your mission, can be referred to oo 
other sotirce than the vigorous rcsiriction# 
undei which it was to be executed ^-1 
make no apology, hir, for (be tong interval 
between the date of your letter and 
der which 1 write It is rendere^^uatifliceft* 
sary by your knowledge of thesqirtum* ^ 
stances to which the delay is to be asCsibed. 
fTo Ife continupd^) 


COBBETT^S ^ 
Parliamentary History 

^ • or 

V NGLAND- 

^ he Fourth Volume of the ataVdlVbrJIc# 
compiifcing the Period from tbbri%Aoi;|t40|K 
in the jear lOOO, to the Revditioft imAm 
year 1^9, will be ready for delivdvy ou ^ 
turday, the 25th instant.— On the sanib» ‘ 
will be published^ the Tenth Vol 
/* Cobbitt's Parliamentary Debates 


..MHwa b)i Cox and Baylis/ No 7#, Great Queen biieet, and pubti^ned by R. Bagsnaw, ^ 
Cbvem Otxdcn, where fotmer Numbers ituj be bad, told also* by J, Baddi^Cr^ym and Mjg! 
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people «omefbiftg to fight fofc and you need have reej^urse to nck^erdivt mew’J^ ili 
^ fiuBDETT** Speech upott'the local Mihdtt Bill. 


.. , S.aMMARY OF POLITICS. 

' . SpAti;-*r— The news from Spain is, I 
' aih afrAfd, ton^good to be i/ue; but, if it be 
* tloe j Ifthe people are really making a stand 
against Frahoe, it is a most glorions circiim- 
stance> and i$ a tine illu.strati<jn«i if Sir Francis 
BCiri^^tVdoctr ine, that tlifli'peoi>fe need never 
])e etimffeUed to light • uegdpever be driven 
16’ take up arms J need n8i^er be dogged to 
tj^e wcttk, .provided they fed, that the cause 
ni^ljeir own. .Not a hand was raised to de- 
fend the authority of either the king or the 
jinnee ; biu the moraenl they were safely 
gone, the people appear to have felt a return 
of their ancient t haractear, and a desire to be 
great and free. Tlve accaarsed thing was 
" removed from the camp,” and the happy 
effects were speedily experienced. It will, 
indeed, be an interesting event, if the Spa- 
niards, with an abdicated throne, should res- 
cue their country from the fangs of the 
French; or, if they should make any thing 
Jlike a resptsK^^hlc &tod against iheiii ; and, 
tire>thing.i$.^sible;. for, though an im* 
be pouted in upon them, a 
so large as Spain is 
, x^veivrun. To get rid of Na- 

aud of their own stupid tyrants loo 
' ^ glorious atchievoment ; 

l Homething ton glorious 

Eifsiv- ministers seem to be 
|.^yojittptitndc in giving them as- 
that no vile miscreant will 
' >ehr, that they ought to he 
^ bis is not the cause of kings ; 
li better to siiHer Napoleon- to j 
than to let the world see, that the ' 
.people of ally country are adequate to *ir 
l^wn defence. 1 hope that do vile selii>,li 
iiiscreanfwtll.give such advice; bn^, really, 
/|,baVe imy'feiirs, that, when time liasdiccn 
for ctfnvafssing ibe subject, to reflect 
the prob^le consequences of giving*ii- 
leriiy to the people of Spain, or, cf aiding 
in the undertaking of reviving their 
^^es; I redly have my fears, that when 
“Sf« beep -taken for this, we shall pre- 
r nbAternent of.that 4eal, which, at 
ity aj^ars to be operating^in. tlieir 
I ktjpw, that there arc men, who, * 
,—^y hate Napoleon, hecatssji they 
ilfSul cf iucn> w'bulfi see htjji conquer 


mid enslave the people of Spatln; 
see that people free. With. |;oclr^ 
there is nothing so forniidabje; BdilM 
horrible, nothing so diaboli^, aa fV 
enjoyed by the people. To tbem^ N*ip< 
is iin object of hatred, not as aa pfir 
nations, but as an ovenarnjer ar 
and a plunderer of the rich./^r 
their power of living upo**> the 
people, that is all they dr^ad j 
is a chance ofih^eir.enjoyiing ^ 
under Napoleon, they woul4.> : 
sionsb prefer his sway to suoi^ itt? 
should effectually protect l^ lpeapte 
all plunderings whatsoever. * Let ul 
however, that no such miscreants w- 
their way to the car of our ministersi^ 
this occasion; and. if they should 
hope, that tlicir advice will be rejpi:-*^ 

To assist the people of Spain (siaeJi 
ance being uncoupled with nny coutJv, 
to the internal goVeioment of the cbidni 
I, for my part, would grudge notliingj 
J believe, that the whole country h^ 
same feeling. is certainly, if 
riously to work, in ourpoWeioto do. 
We have the complete command of t^e 
In Spriiii there are ntaay seaif)ort^; 
can supply the Spaniards with an a 
ot arms and a.n muni lion. We Cflin/ 
them artillery, andexcellcait artillery om*^ 
and some goad engineers. We cai^i 
thv'm a small’ army tif sold&rsj 
slioii, we can put it in their pow^jt^. 
the French. But, then, it wdl requm^; 
frankness on our part ;«and, abovti aiU 
explicit declaration, that v^e will, at na 
and in no manner, interfere in ihe ln^t 
concerns of Spain; bm, ihatftic people^ 
be left to tlieir own five choice as to all 
ters ruhtiiig to their own government 
is, however, wdiat, I am afraid, we sf 
do, Any thing that we isuse will, wei 
see, be tilled;, with reservations, 
doctrines about lojalty ax\^ rtii^ioftj 
that being the case, jibe Spaniarcb'Syill^i’, 
noconfidence in tis. Wg shall, lactf;* 
talk about their king being caj£f|» 
and, if we do^ the peopfe 
us jusf as the people of :,.ji 

U, ^coine ii sort of gencraJ 
crb^xicd he.'ids. It is not his |g 



ifiy 

tiei offtbj? P?®pl^ 
btit too well, in t‘ " 
mtloiis of nioi^. 



reftt agrees 
b the incli- 
rijpeats, which 
leVpccpW will not 



cSefend agairtfit hiitty iridrely because it is im 
possible for him io make their lot worse than 
— The GixiraiKa newspaper , tells usy 
/ 'feels unusual anxiety for the 
riots*' cf Spain. This print j.s quite 
lie in their muse. 1 wish it may 
r«Qon receive a damper, I wish it may 
,„JI;hear a v^ice. saying: ''What are you 
about, Courier ? Do you know how dan- 
it is to talk of patriots? Do you 
l^der that the people of Spain are acting 
‘ eif 0 ?wn preservation, and not for the 
JbpIKibenefit of a base, corrupt, and 
^ fejt of courtiers ? Do you reflect, 
* ey succeed, bribery and corrup- 
i^be starved in Spain ? And, have 
jly weighed the natural con&ecfueu- 
m example, which- would conn: ;ce 
fef’^^Avorld. that a king may abdicate his 
throne, thsr iie and all his family may be 
Ilf tidcoii into exile, and tilat, vet Ov? conn- 
tiy may be defended, its libetiies stored, 
tis honour and a->?r!eP 

consldqf, what a coujin-x^ iM- cvmt 
Cwiilmake when complied wiih wiul li.as 
;^«happeried in tlios« coutilvleR, \vhe»*e *h« 
‘^^iru:s and ’priutes b^v^'r^mairual ; i 
I^Nvbere the stiuggle (such'^as it wa#*) h :s 
be«n made /'or //lem. Q Jti The power ( f 
^;jNrij)oJeoiviJicre is, to he suie, great dui- 
but, my dear Courier, that p<swer, 
it ten tiaie.s as great as it is, would 
be an object of a thousandth part so 
^•jBpu^Jh' dread, as the success of a people, 
should, at once, defend themselves 
^;fgaftn.st him, and annihilate^ dome.v;'c bri- 
^y'jwy, corruption, and oppression.’*' It 
iWH grieve me 4o see this damper a};plied to 
Me Courier, who, having its cys fixe<i upon 
rWfipoleon‘» powerp now talks m) cheerfy 
|lbout •* the pahxat^ ot Spain j” but, I must 
^ebufess, that I auj gTe.uly afraid of it 5 for, 
success to i he people of Sp '-iu is to 
T destruction to bribery and sycophancy 
xhilalion, than all which, to the he* rt 
lie Courier, nothing appears to be more 
Dial.— If Napoleon werb bafHed in 
^ mVi there. is no telling to what that might 
The ultimate co'nst.quence tTt'glit be 
dehVerajice of Europe. I mean the 
‘^ 57 ri?aldeli\erarH'e 4 ”aud not a mere exchange 
despcHisnifi The effect in America would 
wpndi*rful*V l^bongh 1 should be greatly 
J^urprixed,, i^ jll the United States, fhe go- 
't*tneiiri^rbe,preieHt reigning faetion, were 
'but dcAd^tiy^ hostile to, the Spaniards, 




ntlflu betDg 

fbing put French ——There iV, it it 

epv^ih;J3jmdon, from theSpaaiiliPt 

the yr^WKT MAtERosA, who'^m 
fu)|y 9 .^yedited by our ministera ; so 
would seem, that there*are occasion^, wbob 
to be patriots is no sin.— All thii'ts de- 
lightful, jf we do not dhange our mtndf ; 
but, 1 have great fears upon that ^ork , I 
have great fears, that there are, in tim 
country, several men, who, rather 
the Spaniards rep}1y free,, would see' thetn 
exterminated, and Buonapart 6 marching in 
triumph over the land stained with their 
blood. I will not nmne these men; but, I 
wish my wotds to be remetnberud> and most 
.sincerely wish the correctness of my opinion 
may not become too evident, before many 
months have pas.sed over buf heada.— 
Sheridan has, I see^ given nc^ice of a 
upon tlje subject of Spain, l^hich motT^^s 
to be made, it seems, tb^mc^row^ and,\as I 
shall net, in this sheet, have an bppottuuity 
of noticing the deabate,*! will here inake a 
remark or tw'Otupon what was said relative 
to the pj'oprhtif of making a7iy motion at all. 
Mr. Peiccval could b 6 t see what good 
" could ari^e from U)ipJtgi ration of such a 
" ^^d>jl^cl }” and Mf^'fehjlbread thought, 
" I’j.'-t the moment ao , critical, *hat 
*• c.very matter of , the ki^d should be left 
•' rntiieiy and exclusively’to^ the discrelioa 
“ of the executive power'* ’FoT tybsit t 1. can 
sec no reason for that at Tct 
ni>inicatiou with Spain on by;J^t 

Dnough, the king} hu^, atllbe 
<.r all times, shall tbb! Jk^fi^iti^^ 
ajsd express not one si'ng^jt^nl^^ell't.r^jm.^^ 
tu Spain ? They are all^!!i^,,^:'6(?i3^y:btw 
them, to send up to ibejtingf" 
dresses as they plcjtFc, upqii aifl 
every occasion } but, they are'iJfdt' 
a word by way* of advice. — — 
be more proper than a resolution 
the parlian.'jut, expressive. !r>f tbi.. 
what is reported has taken <'pUcb‘ ! lb 
Spain, slid of their earnest hope* '.that no 
mean.' within onr power will bef. neglected to 
givs success to i 1 Re arms of thepodple of that 
c( i.'iry, sb.b^s^ abandoned, ao s^hatnefidly 
Sf)id, by theirifplers.—— -Into such a relplur 
tiOn might be wrought the 
parliament respecting the principle ppon 
which aid should bt; affb^ed to the “ 
ninrds } wdiich w'ould oi>crate as a 
upon tliose, who might be tenipted 
on war fc-r the Spaniards, npoh 
principfbthat it was carried on -fbrtwi^ 

ist French. The motion will Et 

any r^te, and I do not think it 

tkut it should do tny harm* If irwke thQ 


:nt 




-v I* W 

_ ,, . httit tjj 

gh e f W freedom to ^ 
in, the deci iration may to i 
fftH* , and, it it di^ct^enli# ft* t, ] 


mfitistifr* are about to pl^iy the joW 
1 %Axae of VU\ ind Di ndj'*, the tjOoner t^e 


^ peoph* of^piin Know it, thebetlej*!! i<» 

Xhe wot Id -H v(?t, know nothing of the fed* 

^ifigot an> pot ot our governmint, towards 
the cause ot the Spannrds We ourselves 
know nothing ot it U the new$, that has 
fceen retSSived be true, thcie oughts before 
} now, to have been n tongratnlation pibs be* 
tween the king and the piiliiment Mr 
Sheridan, in iniwei to Mi W In thread, said, 
that he felt the uigency ot^the business, 

** and was, iheiefore, ic>>ohed not to lene 
It to the slow and skulking hesitation ot 
the ministeis** Nobly re sob td * it }oii 
do but stick to It A skulking hesit uion, 
mdeed * What sh uild have pu vented them 
f f)in declaring tluir intentions bef le now > 

What danger could there possibly h ivc been 
m then* avowing themsehc® the fi ends of 

the people of Spain ^ it ap))eais to me to be I because, it is evident, that auch W 
one of those cases, 111 which disguise could be the excuse The methodtst p 
iiot possibly be ot any service, sv pposmg the ^ told his snoil of “gudgeons, that, ij i> 
views of the inini>tier 8 to hive been what ffnth, they might jump into a cl 
the> ought — — \^e^ask them to divulge no 
We do ^ot^a^k them how, ot w hen. 


habthsi^ 

uud 1 a.n 
unn el sally 
few, whohAv^ 

themselves irraHtr^U of combltialion 
vour of the to> 7 ' -ra itier —-I ihotild 1 
1 velcMrd Mi Ibose s statement of tli 
rimstuices at Ringwtwid, when e, 

It is evidi nt, tbit the faili re aiose 
“ the use of impropt'rmatttr ** Ihat i 
persons who Ind bvtn inoiiilated witi 
tow po\, caught the small pox, and die 
Rugwood, Is a tut fh it even *'* the'l 
" lenntnau %ciety cannot deny > aadi) 
being the case, what min, in htssen 
put iin f iiili ill the efficacy 
as 1 puvciUiv" of the smil) pidQIsl 
IS done It /res Jailed, abd 

t ndc ivour to prop up its lepnlafilc^ 

1 few jears, it will become I 
hudibug — — .*Tlie pretex^t of spur ^ 
is the we kest defence thatei^r yii 


ft ciets 

they arc going to S|iani ircls All we 

want to know, is, fhat they hen lily wish 
* success tQihg pe<ipie ot Spd\n Wew-int to 

be assuied, that there ate no luiktng stipu* 
lations about royalty in mntemplalion , no 
design whatever tO sei/e ufion the iieisnres 
, add, in spite of all tbev cm do, 
'Hr Shendaft's motion will bi ng forth thn 
whiek'wdi dtacover their intent uus in the 

expcrnicnt, which 
twenty tin u md pounds, 
or more, foDi Jennei, is now, it seems, ro 
have an act ot pailiament to give it curtenev. 
» Mr, Rose has brought in a bill for tliFe^nsr- 
of ^^establishing a cei tial insmution 
** ihX^ndodtor the distribution of the cow 
poymatfer/' ^vhich bill, m all appei nice, 
jwili pais I and thus this disgusting and de* 
ftmedy will cost the nalian another 
Rve thousand potmds aiTimilly, 
though beep cleanly |:n‘o?ed not to 

bave atiawared the purnose intended ^ his, 
however, I regard as Cneap, when rdmpared 
jo the menace of Mr FuLitifa, who, m x 
'^e debate pioposed a compulsory hw upon 
nlHt aubjeei He rook up the old idea ot 
Jtffi Wflberforce, who wa)» foi i law lo pre* 
pnfebts»trom having then cTnlJr.n ttf- 
o$i^ed with tho souf^t pox matter, unless 
IhipllMb to lend tb«^ to post htuses, or 


withmt so inich as stiaimpg tli^r 
' answered all then lepionches with 
tint then biokeu bones were owing 
' own sin in iipt hiving fnth, ardi 
for prqot, to one amongst them, who 
cidcntdllv escaped Unhurt All that 
the smallpox aaddie, have been cow-^ 
with ^ptnious matter and ilUwIo 
jef Ci^ught tl e sm ill \ ox, if in ihe%| 

I operation, h vc U id rhe puie mattetf 
it will be, to oe sure, to tlie 
chaptei — f/ ho is lo c«llt( t this 
ni liter , and uluvn is it to come 
si ail tell wtuthcr he inoiulite 
tdw jxrx ot wi h kin^ evil f Oi wi 
oihci di'-)i(lMs oil ot wbch I 
name I n w i k li i b> ho| t. that faf 
•nu iheis who h ivt « ♦tn then chrkiittmL| 
giA*i!esi of blessings a pure stream at 
will not foitet, when thty are a\ 
CauKctnit blood lo he impregnated 
anal ter taktn fiom the ul(<ro s bodj 
Otheis Ihcsintl) pox is liable I o tXii 
f ^tal con'^cqueiire The disorder ts I 0 i; 
known as uiver to be imstnken | aud^ 
th^ tnk, whii 111 a lutk risk oi dritthi, 
piled wiib a gieat risk of tint whiUs 
render life o continual burdeti Mi 
glad, however, toptrcche thitlib^ 
jfers took care to imtmat^ tfieit dec 
tihiv to anv law for prop&gatnig Wip ooW 
by force, bj ihe aid of pmni apd 
This being the case, I cate UfBtabtfm. 

i 



rohi 

►iSo, and 
I04jr. 


i*$ blood 10)' 
ill bo at liberty 
to av( kl 

<iiough It m ly bf 



'^4 


foolish 6wkd law'. up in such 

1 atunk> we m iy tliaul^ the evt till 
dl Mingwood for this nim-jtcuil piotcst 
|lf)9t i ompuUory inea »ui es» J t \v iild h i\ t 
curious enough i > set pN. [le pi 
allies toi bciij^aoob tinile is t otto con 
I'tliui ouii lie Jlh 01 that of li t i thil- 
i t—— Ihc pic sent applu4l on t ) piilii- 
_ Jit IS 't prtti} f ood proof, tint t‘ e j lopct 
Js beginning to he blowed upon I he 
JBby a/ .Fennel i m hoc icly iLa 7 tt / w *^1 iio 
^bwnribeis h^ tillcn oif , snd s i ipplio 
Ptnlicpuise 11 buoinc ncce si v 
’ laVC tncsubscnbcis fillen rll •* Inn 
iiy has not waxed cold, to b siuv. It 
liidander, indeed, to suppe sc tb t But, 
that their Jailk his waxed coid , 
^filrben that is the case, zcsl soon •■i itk 
operations, more tspttnlly \^hcii 
operaMOns consist chiefly m ilic i xpen- 
*'ture of money —Some pci ions will, pci- 
blarne me for tliiu excii ng ahiin iii 
^/naiiids of parents, who h ivc applinl the 
their chijidren Bui, they \sho 
iKUd^ alaimed, will peicci\e tint the 
IS at hsnd, and will not fail to apply 
besides, it is for me U) look to the 
} as well as to the paiit 
Post*Chaisi Wobk — -Thts seems m 
] title to an ii tide ifnder^he head of pol 
but, It Vhl be found, I think thit 
*proceedmgi, relative to the pncc ot 
j, •involve principleb ot great moment, 
The reader will have observed, 
for somefitne P<>&t, theie hns been an 
tisemeiit in the news-papers, purporting, 
Ciiltain V Nolietntn and Cchthmtn ’ 
sionally, at tie St Albin> i ivc i), 
purpose ot conccitin, nicnsuits to 
4 iiM}n till* priLL of posiiu ^-^ — I was, 
en I first saw thisladveitiscment, temp ed 

£ notice It , and, I cinnot bow delay to 
U, seeing wfest has pissed, up in the sub- 

in the House ot C )mnif>ns On 

tenth instant, Mr bheiichn rose pur- 
%4i i^ant to notice, to move tor le ivc to bimg 
in a bill to amend the acts lehting to li- 
itiences His object, was to make it obit* 
jjatory on the magistrates to assign a reaifoa 
"whenever the) took away a licence, ot 
fefttsed to giant one Headvoited to the 
rocont meetings of members of both 
houses of parliament, at the Sc Albans 
Cofl^house, Wiiu a view to pi event the 
rise m the price ot pobtage , and the re 
^ moiy pre^osed by the member f oi bussex. 


** by the retusal a lioence Oh j . 

the Magistrates, t6 any intift^eperi^l^^ 
. the price ot pobtage JEIe 
I leave to bring in a bill toafSficiid the act o| 
lhed2dof the king, on the subject ot Ip 
** cences — Mr ruikj >iid, it wasevidCui) 

that thcijrowei email) p 13911s at the meet- 
** mgs at the St Ain ms lavtrn, wh< 
** wcic notmembeis of both liot| es of p^ir* 
Itinient, for the right hon Gent could 
ln\ e he n d th« it ilement he h id lusl madij 
of hii pioposition, only fioin the unfaii 
'' undcntindino of a post Inrse nnstei 
lool in foi ilu high prices Wlnt he hiC 
** stmd, wDi, lint the only mode of ob- 
* I iinin f remed) w 11 hy emounging rom- 
p till i Bin in cases < t oioss abuse ir 
ren o L pi lets, where (lit it vasnoioon' 
“ ( 11 t III p tuion, he iPowcl he suggested 
the piopiictv of the nngistrates takth^ 
aw \y the I i'*acc, m lilt cilcd the prece- 
^ dt ni ( f i licence taken awiv from an Inn- 
k fiHi V hochnged a hicnch ambassidoi 
‘ 1,0111^ 0111 of the^countiy, ]50l for a 
bit ikfist w 15 fit the migistiate* 

' sh nild hue such 1 distiotion in cases ol 
** giois *ib 1st, ind tosubj cl them to assize 
' I Casons woiild be to subyti t t’ cm to the 
hsh ol tl e Couil of King s Bench, ind 
" the leeovei) of penalties by ih* ciimini 
‘ publican —As to tlio subject of thi* 
motion, ihis annua) lu e of Mr ^hcruhn tc 
the public ins of Wcstiuin8‘’er, it is haidly 
worthy of notice, there being ortJy a few 
bot pot fools m lint city, w ho tlo not clearlji 
see to the bottom of it Bill, it heic comei 
out, in tilt shape of an acknowledged 
that It w IS sngotited, by a member of 
Inmeiit, to the “ nobkmon alidgenttembp^*' 
It tin Si Aib'^ns ravein, tp use thoir p^ei 
(lodged in then hands, 99 mdgifitwe^] 
foi tl e purpose ot pimisbing T^keep* 
ers, for charging them at whati the) 
deem too high a rate for canymg them 
about the counliy , to punrsh mo fey 
asking such or such a puce flsr^tbeii 
work Kud the use of their chattaU ) 4id^4i 
fict i deem a most disgraceful cM to botl 
the head and the heart of the p4l1$ea pro- 
posing afld eotertaming the nje^^ure.— 

It matten )iUIe Whether thepH^hf posting 
bt e^xoibiUftit, or reasonable , though, froni 
an) calculation that I can make, 1 think 
lire ibon^ble j end, my wonder always Sa< 
been, bow the inn -keepers, m the pact ol 
Engl ind that t ana mobt s^pquamted with 
can pcrtoim it at so cheap a rate as they <4(1 
llic pro^f (Lac it canUfot be performfs; 
ohetper, leaving a proper protk to 
keeper, is thkt it U not pci formed c hefjji fe- ; 
for, n Imger gtdfit were derivtfSrf^pn 



in th^vfrom 

t ^ri^ployed In other Viay** the 
ifeoiiM^eiKe W^nld he# {hut^m^re 
capital wotdtt Sovir 4lie |K>sttng trade^ 
^fi(bd*thu4i woatcHhe profit# of that trarlfc be 
apeedily redotJlHjl to the general level of the 
profits of otbet^lrades If the rife, vtbtch 
IS now contemplaled, or which has taken 
“^lace 111 the rate of post ng, leave the iim- 
l^l^per a greater proht than can be ac(|niied 
' frojxUbe’^f'lhnjj ot plumbs aud srgn and 
candles, r instance, do the bt Albans 
wis(acr s aippose tl'nt tlure will be no 
giocers thif will turn inn ktepers > Do 
the} suppose, sens I)Je “ iioliionv n and 
gentlciTien,” tlM» nobody will be tcmpttd 
to get T shoe of these uniuonse pubis, 
and, lint the piesent inn kctpti^ wdl con- 
tinue in fliL enjoyment of a tnonopoly of 
gam, when tliit giin is open to all the 
woild ^ D ) tlu^ suppose, running noble- 
men and gentlemen, thai the whole of the 
people, having capit il to < inp'oy, v lil be 
blind to these enoinn^iis pujhts, oi tint 
there IS some nnRnown eausc which wdl 
.iirest capital in its natural (niioiit lowaids 
this psrticular calling ^ Mi i idl( • says, 
indeed, tint the best n med\ ‘‘ th* tn* 
rfuraging of compititi hi, oi t, as lie 
did not po«nt out the Ixsr mn(h ot doing 
tint, J will for him, and tint is, by giving 
• some one more than the pusent nin-Uipn 
demamis If be tell mo, th it the remedy 
^ould then be worse than the di seise, my 
answu IS, that, liom the very m'uic of 
t hipg s, it must be the only way ot encoii-- 
J^raging a competition Let us tiy this 
empty talk by tile test of piacticc. Sup- 
pose Mr. Fullei, togcihei with all th'* 
^jinhlijrnrn and gentlemen in the county « f 
Sussex, were to set about their remedy, as 
far as applied to the load from Chichester 
fb LoikW. ITow would they go lo work ^ 
How would they e^trourage tompetinon > 
It U easy to talk iboiit it, but how would 
they da It } Why, to be suie, m this way j 
they vw^l3 tide in the chaises of those wiio | 
woid^j^ovey (hectlat a cheaper " nila than 
!at which the present mn^keepeis will 
Eonvey th^ni» So iliat, mconoparablt* c lui- 
fjurers* they would encoutogitf iigpitu to 
come into the posting traded p^ruf^ it 
^ profit than that, wlpch Exists 
which does not induce it to come ot ats own 
eccord, and which they, by ihctr veiy talk 
acknowledge to be in- 
to Indxice it to come. Most peo- 
WhiWI ^they have a dcsne’io bung 
1 I^ur to a particuhf point, or to 
ittonal capiuKjo any p^rtitubr 
ofiiif ^'uo/t/^eges a^d gmatcr 




, .. iftwereL_ 

bui, fhb new set, 
act upon e pf in 
and yet, thdrtJ 
schemes as if 

and in leason, and ^ they would 
thing of course, Isfe^ive the assei^t 
t ubhe in general. Hut, great self^ 

IS a ncvei -failing characteristic of imlj 
at mind. What do these nobleml^ 

“ gentlemen/* what does Mr. FuUe 
instinc'*, imagine that post-hofse 
‘hould s( c in his f icc, to rndtice th 
employ a losing oi a dead capital m ' 
ing his body about the country? Ill 
o 1 m ui, foi the honour^ butfol* tbejj 
}our f nsioiii, that they bow alSi 
smile and ciinge and run and liawf_ 
appro ich Abt ut vow they care |i4 
than ihc} do about the dirt upon youv J 
It IS join wonn/ ihat they have » ti 
incl^sn affection for ; and, jf y®«il 
attempt to rairy youi encourag^»| 
into phutKC, the fust 
be abkeJ you w ill be, w hat J 

adv nice ioi the^puiposej wh#t 
you will make to the liUe 0$ 
which the present inn-keep^f$ fi 
Jiow much you w ill give moie thatr 
by other people^ — j-\Vill you bai]^^ 
inns lor the pm pose of encourag^tmeif 
Do, and l'*t them for a fonith pait of 
they cost }ou ; 4nd even then your purp! 
would not be eflected You would, 
bably, bccained three penceoa lUilecJu 
thin by the old inn-kecpcMs , but, ffty| 
Mr ImlJer, there is a differencti 
tjnalih/ oi posting, as well as in Ihe^ , 
lity ot bcci 'Ihebiewer, if you M 
hmi to sell his beer at iluee pence a j 
will get just as much prolit as he doaaV 
he sells it at six pence a *pot V 
costs him nothing; with this he in 
his beer to the price Ih it he gets 
•ftwe lb the great ingredient in the tia 
the posting tiade, and that, weietheyi 
ed 111 their piico, they must, and w<^ 
call to theii iid. Fiom seven miles an 
they would come down to five ; instead* 
neat tight chaise, you would hiv# tocip^ "* 
your person to an old rattling, jingltpg, , 
zy thing, that might let you diop upo||y 
side of that break -neck hill betweeii la 
hurst and Haslemere, whic h, to say note 
of the hindrance and injury that the j 
of the nition nnd of the cOw pox 
society might expeiiente, would 
weigh the amount of ibe 
pounds which you lav oir, cluniigkhej 
in expeditious and safe post 
one can dgubt tliat such wonld^te the a 



Kt , , 

!i|^ micI) Mr Puller 

' 1j« ha** tor a tew 

jj^nk iLoie |>a>t»4r4« ^*’*^*^ 

^ivkecpcrs \\iif9t%W pOM rl >isc cu<5- 
th6 price ij. tie *>mie as 
iHViw the gr*^t roai^s, but, fiom ih«* ^^ Hit 
>r c'oii^taut ertplo)j uit lor the hoises, 
Jrivyrs, and cha^Mb, lltlcse ilieoviicj i-> 
}ili|^e4 to keep of 111 inhnor qiulit) , tin* 

r * ^ jnetK ot ulnth IS, thu Ir^xci ini; is 
slow (I much rrmfoiiibU, ‘*nd 
iv''orc 1 i^eniis I n tiiiits f ji c\ciy 
stuiic K' tie 1 ndl )i i tit n\cr, the 
i • Hi pool I IS >» lb •'ul , but, if 
^ traM 1 1 would but i ik < uc mon c u to 
tfleU, IiwWUMid cltul\ pertuu , tint the 
i^ult Hit <1 a p i<e snlljdditly 

to einble the ioiriii to|i()MUt uiU 

»n the I itcr ol i I did qu 

Softjiat, It ippMiblomc, tint, it (lu (fhee 
jjCj^^stice (f tht peucc uld b ])d\ lud 
bise puijo'Nt* of cxtoriin^ tuni il c 
^R*Ceepers a pm of ilie n onc) due to them 
thttitf posUDv^vunv, lUy woiil 1 \eiy 
yijjbt themselves b) /j itm iff tht qua- 
*t)f their coniTodit) llitutorc, the 
ptfU^ncnUff H di e sdii s to he this 
J istic< b of e u li ct1^u j( t to im *»t upon 
thnr vivn\)t)snn * doiu i cIk ip i ite, 
lUttd U) kat<* tl t iinl#tp*s il s niurh 
tslthe) can fiomtv -i) b d\ d c Ihis wf ild 
^ sen lit Hv } It solid be II ni m is 
abuse ol pov\ r ml, it is 1 mpusi d 

)ii'.tiecs of \hi 1 * V o 1 1 

I tfUiIft ot, If ihi i eonid vv *i imp q } 
m It lb wi at be d n , ii pint 

iTe ^ tticit IS Sdise III It V 1) It in i' e 
oftber Klcn'e, thtu is n ih i I i \ I t is 
ipiselc^s , n't m^ but wl it i t t I vo 
I^Ued ftori a ht d will out hi uiih, t \ hit 
fetyr else it ieil-‘itr u* > b ivvmi tj re 

jjl^t ind to It isf 11 J 1 t j) w 1 ^ivdi to 

roe jusiites fo \ ^ iit dloicn w, 

&Viees 10 p b’lc heu ls, v<a« £, vtn f r the 
gtfrirobe ot Ku * i chtek t) t ^nf(kr 'iiul 
mmorulify ?iid, Vic) we^-ctoU spued the 
^UUble and \tv* ion ot m\ pioicss toi hn- 
fijg exeieistd this poviei, btiiusc, proot 
king; so difficult loobtim, lbe> would, it 
titprsticd to an anion for their coiduct, be 
(h^ncluKd to do their dut^ in this 
&it]^cct But, would It not be an abomina 
Idtt ad, to m ke use of tli s power foi the 
ttti^pobc ot fixing a miMpium npoi the 
^brk (f postrhoi es and drivers^ lor the 
m|>tve of causing thtniselvcs and then 
fn^iuU tube tarried abmit the countr' ^t the 
^Kpiueeuf other people > Itubufficwnt to 
at tic ili^ pt;tiposiiii n to expose it to tiniv^isal 
teprdbitum %^*~As to ibe meeting at the 
fit 'Alban^j doo^ dues it not furiiiiib a veiy 



I decent Example > Will thw 
^ an<{ gentlemen atteni|)t 
people, if, iipon any futuref^ce^M^dn^ ||>ey 
should meet for the pU|’po$e qf fixings to^ V* 
imum upon bread oi meat ^ ^leadand meat 
a'-e full as^necehsar} to the mas posting is to 
these nobltrnjcn ai d gentlemen,** and the 
I inn keepei has as good n light to fix bi^pnceyr 
to isk whit he thinks the worth of hisconi'* 
n o iu\ as the likcr md butcher have to 
I A k whit till) think the \ orth of tKeKs-'^Jlfe 
w mild be t ui u i s c n u. ii to hear x nun, up- 
! o his Inn ti i x i oi, juMif) hniseU upon 
j theewnp’e of “ ihe noblcnun and gentle- 
nun* at tie Albins 1 i\ciii , and, would 
ii ot, Ml Iiiilcr, be vet 7 Ini I to Inmoi 
whip the poor unfoiUiiiate bi other 
w IS I nitic), tint stmt wi i icie did not 
piopose to pass in act of j*i lament for 
keeping d(wn the late if posting. We 
vh( 1 1 1 hive heird of a gieat demand for dog- 
hoiscs, foi nothing else would have made 
I It** ippcxiaiie bfcfi le a post-chaise Ihere 
I w ouid h i\ e bee n qure a i\% w s\ stt m of poft- 
iiig legi liiiotis intiodnccd^ tluic voulu hate 
^ been tl irots foi liugige. , fheie would have 
been elm ^ s h i fiu , tin le would have been 
I someth u to inakt. up for the low ( me of 
I posting ot cl ( , the eh Uses must hue oei n 
di nv n nv hvt c in ion diivt n In x wietch ih it 
rniLlii h ve bti n susppcrtd of halving dropped 

fiom 1 gibbet \o, no , pi i\ , M) I ullf i, 

111 iihmiiteis line Yoon ) bedetphr 
viistdinwh r If J lies to the tow pi X 11 ittef, 
(f wluIisKuiy, J pertene (horn a letter 
cf \oiis 1 I'.ciiid inihe JVloining ChiewfeJe 
< 1 ihi i) h instai I, u iween m Ainphiihealr^ 
iiul 1 f tieiy pull), )ou are chosen the 
VIC I pits dint , blit xslii as I am able to 
in I c fion )o 1 pun tidings at the 
bins ievtin >oui mini is unihe4l to eti« 

I tilt in que->tii ns lebting to piotits ant} 
pieces Jliive, foi my put, alwa}s thoOgbl: 
the lot of the innkeeper a very hard otie. 

1 snppoicd him, one w ly or another, to 
UK c> } but, then I considerciL what a 
I si vt ho was , how he was obliged to^euve 
evti} fSrUiingof his due asafavphr jswhat 
rts| cj L he wjps obliged to assume for thuw- 
sandsof pefseiH, whom he mu^t have despiAt 
ed^ h^tr it;ibmi 8 Sive he was obliged tob#v 
to the itt|f||fkjpprs and important atr« of ni^ny» 
wbo^ m nivust have been pretty ccitain;i 
never were in a chaise before tn their lives j 
and with what compiiisaticp he was obliged- 
to answer lo the sjuly* biuwsh 
ni iny asi old swolo glultcn ot sot, t| 0 b 0 , 
snipped of his wealth, most 
inoie disguiting than the ^ead 
cats ift the kenic}. A man 
I cannot grudge |»at piotdt. The . 


ead dm or 




a ' da v '■?.,■ 

your ag^in a 

W'Spaini^of itth-rkeeper, 

j prity 4(^ 3^ nin^e si larg^/de&c* 

<01 accout^ • • \ 

'v51^Afi«<CAV 'MuiTBs.—rrTIie foHoWii?ig 
ai^Sd aewioettta, selected from 

of ilie4th of July, In 
of the United States,” I 
fiSorTfrora an American newspaper of last 
J^ar,in order to give the reader a specimen 
of the means that are made use of, in that 
country, to keep alive a hatred of England; 
and to enahle him to judge ofilhe probability 
that tlVer^is of gaining the friendship of buch 
a people by coiKessioh and by wheedling. 
'The charter of our independence— ^the ea- 
gle this day. proclaims that the blot of the 
Leopard tfpon it, sliall be expiated by the 

. remorse ot/ikod of the lion. Great 

'-♦^^BritainjV** the voice of our brothers 
:b1ood crieth from the ground/* — May that 
powerful appeal to ju^ice and vengeance 
not be disregarded by any true American, 
and we shall again teach those - 
** (like their countrymen Burgoyne and 
Cornwallis) to march to the tune of Yan- 
'' kee Dbodle.— ^The royal assassins of 
V Britain, Whitby and Humphreys — wor- 
** thy seivimts of a worthy master j may the 
** gallows prove their end, and the execra- 

tion of a free people thehr epitaph. 

The memory of our gallant tars lately as- 
, sassinaied on board the frigate Chesa- 
‘^’^pcake, by the treacherous, cowardly, san- 
** guUiary nifiians of Britain j when the ex- 
bcutlve gives the signal we shall be found 
^gli^t^cipr post ready to avenge their murder. 
y thfi^. heart never beat nor the 

setrf never feel, who would not remember 
the murder of our citizens on board the 
'-^i>0[fesap^ake.— — The manufactories of the 
Unifed States, we have improved beyond 
most 'sanguine expectatm^ we will 
ibOM^e haughty Britops that Americans 
'^cjpxw better withoiu their than they 
without., our flour ; written 
.'• ^d’ plain .for gammon 

,Bn3 ct^^on , h interpret 

oS that 
iatv of 

can ben^V*^'--^l^w mild and 

fj^^ng people,’* of wKoitk Mr. Senator 
pll,i^ke, jak the rei^der some time ago 
5^]^';iSxtract,.. !^hkh I marfefrom his 
* '?!®e litraoat end^ivours of t^ie 
>'iber , tould not give, us the means : 
“ a..teA|perpf the4m<^nean8 ^ 




to^fihrus, fi^tthiP 
insofebce^yiaj " 
exefctse'oM'''' 
they have^a|l , 


ipMAdrh'i 
So thhii ■ 


r, oi 

V Aidriws. L 

servilely A 


fho bas^st'''Bf^wfds, . , . . „ 
moutW.we b'ayell^aya been niurde 
poUrdons.— But, what the 

iriupid wretches mean by muirdef o 
Ixy Capt. Huenpbrevs? Tltejt talk ol 
'rJiery too* Why, did he not $ehd w 
their commander; that, unless d>e men) 
given up, the frigate Would , b? attack 
And was it not a fri^te of 44 gnniT ' 
a ship of 50 guns ? Where, tjien,^ 
treachery, or the murder? We 
and-by, I suppose, be toli,JT t^t:1 
son committed horrid murder;' iijl 
Trafalgar. This is the way of 
^ive them the horse^whip, an<l''i 
th^ street with cries of murder.? 
vain fools, you see, have the cofi 
we live upon their^owr/* 1 I 
that, wheA all the pons wcj?f op 
not impo« upon an average pf yi 
than enoupi to nnd us in fo| 
in each year, supposing thexpmj 
be worth (as -Mr. Young states ff 
lions sterling annually ; and, as th/l ^ 
of these imports, tliat came from Afehl 
Mr. Young describes it as not being 
of notice. His words are these: 

jject bread from America, would 1 
'' look for it frbm a country whence i 
"^ver came, except in qutVntities 
** insignificant, when compared Sri 
** magniiiide of onr demcod/* 
fv)o]s in America had been, in time^ j 
ed of this truth. It certainly wodt 
made them less insolent. Yet, 
ha /e been very ^difficult to pjake 
Jieve the fact.’ They see great numlS ^ 
barrels of flour ship))ed ofl* from thttfj 
ral ports ; and, as it U flattering to I 
nity to believe, that.tney feed all 
that all the natio,us bpoft eartli ijre^J 
sort, at their ntcrcjr, th^ would ' 
easily persuaded to the cdotrary;/ 
the fools not mad? They have 
with the Cqmktou Law (f Ejigfan 
want a knife to the root of th? 

excrescence r .Tfipy are. mad; 
mad. Wliy, the ' fooIiWi l>eait3, ’ 
have they but the common lavv of J 
One of the clauses ia each pf ' 
constitutions was, that tfjye i 
.of England should be the 
.*' itherka/' Where 
«('%tiifb” weife put to this V 
toolt whercpirtpi4t 



the triaj byjury andaff^nghuand pm*- Otar hiws^ How ua^taittedapd iupMm 
l^i%8 attached to it r wTad What j " will not the constitation doaeebir^ 

pt,Ctty work It would bSlSlay all property at ** M'Kean*s successor ’ HowtRul^al are^iMI 
the mercy pf a new set of lawgivers, ap- ** outlaws of protectiaOj and hpw ngour- 
pointed to fbnn a tvrUUft code to na et all ** oualy are they not made to embrace 
thp diversity of uicumstnnc^s, which must crime’ How blessed are not the people Of 
arise in the hundreds ot cases, that would, “ PennsyUama with such a governor, $gfiU 
mthe course of a few > t irs, be brought for> an nttorne) general, such a iToblft fatn%, 
foi decision’ Ihoy arc sink s>ranng j " and such a \irlnous host of offh5erjL,f||i^HU^ 
mf4,~ It IS cm ions euoiigh to observe, , '' factiired in the M'Kean laborator) 
KoWever, that, at the vti\ moment, that they Well done’ Out with it’ — ^Buf, u this, 

.. _ l.- .l . - 1*1 * * 


representing it as a sli i nc ioi a nation, 
tfXjtre as they aie, to admit the use of the 
i6(%mu)on Jaw yf hnghud, wink Miey are ( is 
iMa always been tluiv practice) spciking of 
tbctkiselvcs as^ the ow// ficc j topic m the 
*weild , it IS cuiious td obsciie, lint, while 


then, the blessed effects of your written con- 
stitutions ^ And, vet do you want to set 
mole pettifrggeis to woik to make moie 

ordcs for you > Ihis Mackean i?, to be 

suic, all they say of him Theie was not 
such a man figui cd, even dun ig the worst 


Uw8 going fo! wsid in one colimiii of their | tunes of the Fiench levohition 


fieVvspapeis the are, in in ithc , compli n 
kjff of the tv r ipnj , nndci w Inch the)' tl 
aelves Ino 1111 simc p''^ i, wnith c ii- 


born to be a tyiant, of which character he 
Ins all the qualities in the highest perfection. 
My miiediction upon (li<> Pennsylvanuma 


Wiped the above t \u icts, aIso contained I’le . 
following p. ngiapli, rclitive to ttc condi ct { 
of Mac KtAN, the Governor of rAi*»)lv ima 
** Ihe proteuion ot ihejJwsis com- 
jjde*e1y^one away in regard to out pirty, 

^ and as i ir as they can be peisccutcd ind 
^ittnted down b> law, they arc Mirc ot be- 
** ing victims Is ours a oov eminent of 
^equal law'i ^ Is this a government of the 
H ptf^le 9 Wh It SOI t of a coiisiitution must 
that be, which idroiis such excuses, 
and toleraltj such abuses > lhciesnrel> 

** inu9t«he sfmething rotten at the root, 
and alj}iongh wc may get rid of such an 
a;itcrescence as M Kcm by impeatbment, 
** the root of the evil vitill will icmain, and 
^ ^Ijovernoi ot evil piopensities, may ju- 
l|ie ssme wc unds upon society Is it 
^ be justified by 
rational principle, that om miu, one 
** ikmily, ora ’•ect ot quids, should be hove 
|he Uw', an J lli it pother poiiion of the* 
^ COlntnumty shou]d not only be subject to 
penalties, but be iiisdc the victims of 
** iu obscurity Viud its tvranny? And yet 
IS the present state ot society — ■■■ ■ 

^ the governoi of poor unfortunita 

Pennsylvania, has declared, that he would 
2 transmit the constitution unimpaired to 
nfS successor. That constitution requnes 

^ 

^ %//y executed, and he is sworn to the 
^ wlormaace of his duty How are the 
|i|W8 Executed ^ His son, the attorney ge* 

** neral, pressed thecomt to send for oneci- 
tueftt from lidncaster to answer to atf m- 
dictment, evbilo he permits one of his 
pronles, who has been indeed for up- 


was, “ miy Markeais live to tl>e age of Me- 
thu^ ( ni and, the best ot it is, that the 
tyrant as it wearied of peisecuting one pir- 
t>, has now, it sppciis, talUn upon, and 
stuck his poisoncu eld fangs mm, the other 
party, tint party wlio were guilt) ot most 
shoekii g Climes in older to raise him to the 
Governor s chair Hispnocipai object has 
been to fatten his sons and tcdations upon 
the taxes With this m view he turned 
out of place all the persons of the party at, 
f rst opposed to liim , but, many of the best 
offices being in the hands of his own p arty. 
It was next necessary to quarrel wiih TBat 
piriy, and, of course, to pla> off, as he now 
appe us to be doing, tlie other party against 
them Ihe party last -mentioned 
lighted at this opportunity ot glutting their 
levenge and, thus Mackean, with perfect 
safety, peisccutes them alternately, or^ ra- 
thei^ as the legend relates of the devil, be 
sits sniggering to himself, while the twe 
gmgs of sinners, whom he has set by the 
ear-., abuse and rob and muider one'Sl^bcfb 

Ihe Am^ii^A^ are truly a 

people {t IS quite impossible for peopibtm 
have a«comm^ chance of happiness aoiid^ 
such continus) stnfjss strife vraicb is foun4 
to eidst m ^ry vjQage^ ihoogb it contain 
but half a hooses, or huts. Some 

pettifogger Is iiore to put i^s pjS«sonous paw 
into every man's mess* The most (despica* 
ble scoundrels contrive to set gqpd 
hours nt war with each other. Ibere 
such thifi^ as /uittee m the le^ 4C04bili|, 
except by mere chance Half me cethMHry 
IS annuajilly perjured. It is an abuse 
to talk of 4e of th^prop^Tuk « 




Cf^^BETT’S* 

tJPaitJilmentary History 

OP . 

feNGLAND. ; 

T^^/Pourth Volume of ihe above Work, 
coaiprr^iug Che Period from the Restoration 
in the to the Revdliui(m in the 

year wiil be ready for delivery on Sa- 

tuf^day^ tbej^th instaiitl— -.On the same day 
will Ife the Tenth Volume of 

** Colifieifs , Parliamentary; ipebates/' 

All communicationa for. ihe Par- 
liameniaty Debates/* if sent in dufe time, 
ahall be carefully attended to. 



HOMAN CATHOLIC PETITION. 

The following, is an authentic Report of 
the Speech of tlie Bishop' of Norwich in 
the HoUse/of ^ords on the 27th of May last, 
^^itwiU fee g;iven in “ Cobbett’s Parlia- 
mentary Debates/' 

• ** My Lords .rise, for the first time 
in jmy life, to address your lordship.s, and I 
rise* with unaffected reluctance; not because 
1 entertain the smallest doubt, respecting ei- 
ther the .expediency, the policy, or the justice 
of tlie measure now under consideration ; 
but, because, to a person in my situation, it 
must be exceedingly painful, ^howeverfirm- 

^j^bfliin^aded he may be in his own mind) to 
ftnd himself impelled by a sense of duly, 

• t^^aiirtain an opinion, directly the reverse 
j^;'whicb is supported by so many wise and 
gbj^ /meti who belong to the same profes- 

who sit upon the same bench with 
; Im^tant occasions however, some- 
' on which an Ijadtvidual may be 

called^qMm to avow hU ow^^^ptiments expli- 
unequivocally, la^thout an^ due de- 
to the ^odg^ent of others. Siieh an 
jlb£6asTon I ooinoeiw the preseot to be, and 
:iball without , further . apology trouble four 
j^dships with a few remarks.*^! have con- 
with all the caro and attention, of 
rWiich I ain.i^a|>able« the various, arguments 
against ihe Pedtiun, in £a- 
jS^tbolics of Ireland, which has, 
seqmd flme, been presented 
aod^IppjM^ by the noble baron on the 
otheiill^x^ Ihe house^ with his usiia) abi- 
el tifne, wlthti^at well 


ird#oir 

Rshea^^eaiutch. ^/Hs ^ ^ . 

Isrity, its hdhonr, and its prosperty^ 
forms, and has always formed sd di 
ed a part in the character bf that 
—These objections* my lords, o 
they are said to. be*« may all of them I tl 
be reduced under four heads. In the 
P*.o.ce, it is asserted, or rather strongly 
smuated, that the religious tepets of the ^ 
tholics, are of such a nature as, per 
exclude tliose who hold tliem from dm i; 
and military situations, to which tbeyj 
It is next said, that if this were.nat tlSi- 
these situations are matters of favour^ n6f^ 
right, and therefore, the Cathidi'eS have^ 
just cause to complain that they Uib e» 
from them. In the third place, 
told, that if it were admitted, thaHhq^U^ 
sure were, abstractedly considered,,, fust}^ 
right; it would be highly inexpedient; 
peal%(atutes, which were pass^ W'itbr 
deliberation ; and are considered hy 
as the bulwarks of the constituli^li^ 
church and state. And, lastly, thfereli 
some, w'ho conteftd, that if there wei|tj 
other objection, the wends of the Cbroifr" 
Oath presept ^an insuperable to 
cliims of the !&wai holies. I shall o^t 
your lordships long in.the examioatipiy'! , 
ihc-se objections, because they have been«l^; 
peatcdly discussed, and, as it appears to 
very sarisractorily refuted, by tar abler i 
both in this house and out of it.— W ' 
spect to the religious tenets of<fihe> 
of the present day, it is not a liltfe 
tny lords, iliat ue will not allow 
know what their own religious tepetilij 
are. We call upon them forfbeiTJ) 
upon some very important points : 
give it to us without reserve; but, liMjiu 
believing whal they say, we refer^ ^ 
with an air of controversial triumph, 
Councils of Constance, orTboulouse, 

Fourth Lateran Council, or to the 
In vain they most 
ninly aver, that they bold;|i 
wl|s0pever, incompatible wTth, th^" 
either as men, or as subjects,f.or ife; 
hurtful to the government under 'wipc^ 
live. In vain they publibh Declaratil^, 
Declaration, in all of .which they 
qui vocally disavow those highly 
able tenets which are imputed to 
not only do they disavow, but they, 
their abhorrence of them. In vamitf 
firm these Declarations fey an 0611 
Oath^ my lords, franfed by otirst^ji^ 
up with all possible care, and cis^f^ 
couched in terms, as strqng^s 
fordi.. In addition to thbse 





fm ijic pTinriple^acf practire of thw nnaie* 
rou< sirttl k)y»il class of oui fellow subjects 
an(| fellow (hnbtuns A qrtsr strttc'»nijn, 
ttow unlnppil) no more Ciiu** <1 to be irnuji- 
mitted A of veiy in'o x i ini tiiui ks, to 
tbc piincipiil Citln li .mioicl, 

<br tl e* pun; s-' of .•♦.cert niuug, uirli prt< i- 
simi, the sentwiKMits of ilic C iliiolic Ch , 
mpecting the real natuu and sKirntot the 
Ripal Powei, and some otlu i weighty poinO, 
The answeis reiuim d to these Querns, by 
Ihoselcained bodus, app^ ned to me it the 
as tiny do now, pe fectly sUisfactoiy, 
^KIDd m the same In’lit they were ronsideted 
by most dispass.omto men I^otwitbstand- 
liigall tins, a cone < alcd je ilousv of C.ithol»c» 
StUI links about, by Lr, too many of u-. , a 
f^JMousy in my opni on, is luiwoiiln ot a 
and iniightetKd people, as it ts inpi- 
•fljitis andnuel lovi iid, those who d ' the 
Jpmjects /)f If' foi sireh,m^ lords, it ilieie 
oijO position moie m oiitiovtrtibl)^ iii e 
than nnolhci, it is this if an individual, or 
Hbod) ot men, w ill give t > the governiiient 
under which they live such a security upon 
oath, as tint government fiself prcsciibes^ — 
If, moreover, they maintain no opinions de- 
alructivfof moral ('bligUiOijj or subversive 
of civil sodety, their speculative opinions of 
i jrehgious n unre, cm nevci, with justice or 
with reason, bo uued as c\cludnig them 
ilircifn Civil and Mihiaiy situations. The 
Citholrs, my loids, give this secunty ; and 
v«ig given It, the legislotuie itself has de- 
^ if, chat they ought to be consideied ** as 
I in/d loyal subjects j*' as such, thertffort 
i^myfiew of^llie subject, they are unques* 
Jb^bly entitled to thepiivileges v^hich they 
Whenlspcikof rat rtly speculative 
, Opinions of Ueligic n, 1 wish to be undei stood 
mOA tneSning sych opinions as begin in the un- 
and rest thofe,' and have no 
jtical influenre whatsoever upon oui lon- 
'Iwltfe, With this limitation, I aav not 
^Ible that iheie fsany fallacy ,n the*irgfi-^ 
i Mrhtch 1 lia<ve made use of', it be 
^’^ball beji ippj- to have it pointed j 
^ot posbiol) lave any motive fqr^tww 
i what from my heart, 1 believe to be the 
ittr.'-^Should an unfortunate and deep root- 
li^prejudice previil so far, as to make us 
ts$y, decidedly and opcnl) , (hat wu will not 
’^beiieve''a Catho.io even upon his oath, thofe 
» an end, ra> lords, of the discussion at 
but the argument, if aigument it can 
t^eall^d, proves a great deal too much •, and 
tilbr th|A pUm reason: no obligation more 
that of an appeal to the Su- 
Being by an oath, has liitherto been 
In ?ivrf society ; — he, therefore, who 
jidiftijr supposed capable of setting at 



noagbh such a& "obligation, apon^ 
fence whatsoever, is not only unvf 
the ijnvilejpss heie contended for, 

^ unfit foi all social intercourseeflgti^ 1 
retalo sul usd m sj 
horrid, a^ the expression jcdfm sound lUx 
vnui ioiOships eais, he pnglllt be 
itiminated liom llie fiice ot the earfl)^ 
or at least he should be bapitbit^ 
life to Boi my Bvy , and even Wrheo 
there he should be driven back'thfosfehftSi^j 
— tor the-c IS no den of thieves, no gang 
ot lobbcis, no banditti s') thoroughly pro^ 
fligatc, and it ih^ lame time so devoid of 
common underwicUKlmg, as to admit that 
nnn a me ifbei of their comniuni^. Upon 
w hose fi iity to hi'’ cngagement^^iHO lelnnce 
cm be f'hctd evon foi a jsiogtfr^^hpui 
come now to the second ^7 

answui to wliicli wijl be very sfi&rS^ Ctvil 
and Milit try Appointments, aie it seems, 
m liters of hivopr, not of tight, ond therefore 
the Catholics have no just cause to complain 
tjnt they arc eKcldded from them. I can 
hardly, my lofds, coifccive any man m 
eainest who rcgaids this distinction as ap- 
plicable to the pieseut case, because no one 
pi »ads for an absti act right to these situations, 
but fui a (apacUy of holding them : no one 
contends foi the .ibsolute possession of civil # 
and railitaiy ofhees, but for equal ellgiuifity 
to them, and h'-ving endeavoiiied to prove,* 
that all men «rre equally eligible, who give 
to the government under which they liv^c, 
such dscrunij, upon oath, for their con- 
duct as hubjfiis, as tliat government jtseJf 
pre^'Ciibes, and who maintain no opinions 
destructive of moral obligation cf subver- * 
sive of civil society, I shall only add here, 
that they are so consider td to be, 
all the goveinments of Turope and o^ertfie 
whole continent of Amcnca • and 
be sorry to see England the last to IplioW'ior 
gdod an examplCr But it U inexpedieslt^** 
we aie told, to repeal staiutea, 

were passed with much dehbtn'atio^b ilp4 
are conaidereti by many aa tKFItatwa^ 

" of the in church aUcUtate.*' 

How long, my lords, it may be the 
pedi&nt, or tieceumry, ^that the retain! 
pail of these restrictive disqualifying statUf 
shiVild be enforced againat the catholics^ oir 
at what precise periM their ^Operation ahall 
end, 1 $ a question not for a divine, but W 
statesmen and lawyers to dequle. I may 
however be permitted toob«(ery«i, thjt under > 
any government, however life, 

|, ciiliar circumstances may pitfhap 
statutes of a very strict, andf 
veijr^bavere nature, for a of 

time, y«r no Vri«e »u^(WMn ifPPl* I 

















iwhh lliose jitatabs t4> remaia 1 k^<M|ii wdl knovt, ■w4ew«nf iou 
after the ciicomHienced ' aiioo at the j^rlod of the ReVolutidii ill 
i^ia^^ed them ccineto Ai»t l^o^e *at which period^ that great prince* V“ 

the Third, entered imp the folldwing ^ 
Engigement wiipn he ascended the ihrcl 
thii kingdom 1 will maiaiam the 1 

ot God, the true 


willftbe history of the 
6titute$fi^«iill$ilod«to, and of the timea, in 
vrhich tb^y |ia$^d, will anlicin ite^i> appU- 
of ihfi remark the application ot it 
•4ginii*9^ inttdcfyr me, by a leiy iminent 




^ veiv Cordial tnerd to the Jic- 
il C > tstilu> 

iiT^n (/fiffiprealm. Tl able writer obs^ives, 
more th in once in h Co nmeniaiu i, th it 
*' whemvci ihe ptinJ hlull aii»\e, when 
** the p iwor of the Pope is ueaK ind ii *• 
n,hcanl, and ihcie h no Pigteider to the 
till one, that Uuni wijl bo the ii iie logi nit 
*' full indulKCiic-e to the cillu)lu<i ’ liut 
time, tny loids» is now come , there is no 
Pretender lo ihe ibioiu* , an 1 \iiin lespect 
to till? Pipil Po^vei, not a iiin^le pci son pre- 
sent, appithoi is, 1 am thoroughly pcisuaded^ 
any dinger fron it ,—111 uuih tint once 
gigantic I o Aor-^magtir %taVnomtnts umlta 
~dnd nothing ino£e. Wljjere, then, can be 
the objctiion to granting the Pc’ i( ion 
of tho Ca*'iolirs of irejai^d ^ A Peti- 
tion founded 0 ]w th 6 immutable piinci- 
ples ot leoaoii dbd. ot judito, t Petition 
also which W(Mly )>olic\ loull) cilN 
u» to accede to in thepiescnt vuv 
^serious ciisis-— a ciisis which dcimnds the 
union of (he wise and biave of ever) destiip- 
tion and of e\er) d nomination, tlntcoi- 
81 il unu>n, 1 mean, which is most is&utedly 
the best suppoit, and indeed the only secure 
bulwark of every goveininc at upon eaith. 
It IS unneces&ity to add, tint an union of 
this kind, can be obtciinej onl) by continence 
a^concihatum but, if worldly policy did 
loudly cill upon us, a pnnciple of 
£ratitude%houid leiJ ns to pay all the altcn- 
UOn in our power to these numerous lo>dl 
and respet table petinoueis, to whom weaie 
4 n a great measuie indebted, for the noUest 
^libnument of w^isdom an 1 benebcence co n- 
^ned*jfcbich modern times have seen 1 
^meanlbe uUion of Ireland with England, an 
which without their coidial co-opora- 
could never have been effected — In 
' tt> tbew ohs^rvafioiis, which appeit 
tome to cuny ironte weight witn tbeui, 
jUicre are who lUdintain, that if there were no 
•T^ilher objection the words of the Coronation 
Oath piescqtan insuperable bar to the claims 
the Qdkolics of Irdl^id Of all the ar- 

Ay lords, which either principle 

|i:^i8enas suggested, o** which imigi- 
IbM^rstarteji, there h not one, wlneii 
I io me to test upon so weak a found i- 
>thdt tyhtch is built apon <h^ words 
CorontAoo oath. 1fbis*^tb, as } our 



piolession of thei 
pel, ami tie leformed protestant clnr 
ostabhihed by hw , and J will pre^erv 
the bishops and clergy .if this realm, 

“ to the churches Committed (o their eba ^ 

^ all such lights and privileges 
** do 01 sh ill appertain unto them, of tbj 
“ of tlieni ’• — If, my lords, even inti 
and honest men, were rot somttntje 
posed to idopt any mpde of letisoningj 
cvei weak, i^hich coincides with thejf] 
conceived idea*, upon a subject, it woUh 
DO easy imftcr to hn I out, iipop what 
ciple of fur consiructKiD, the words 1 
I Invejust icpeatcd fioni tho coronal io0j 
cm oe thought to mtliiate against the \ 
ot the Caihul cs of Irelmd It willi 
tiuvt be said, tor 1 am *aie it caafSAtl 
piovid, fhir It js either repugnant tOM 
** Invs of God,’ 01 , to heunconfitiedailrilS 
nevolcui ttndonc) of tlieg««p‘^l, oflal 
hbtiil and a^^ili^htc ntd pi incites, 
which the R 'foini iiion w is founded j fod 
mit to situatiMisof Imnoi r, 01 4 »f prA 
the St lie, men of t dents and of vir^jjfl^s 
whom iM objection can* possibly ‘ " ** 

but ibeir npeailative opinions of l 
luliguuii) ruifcj n 1 cm (conceive! 
m*n/m*r ** the rights and ^rtvilp^“i 
uishop^ and citri;> of this reSmi, 

•* the churclu s cornu i' ^^o tliet^ch^yf 
can be affeettd bi giantm^ civil and 1 
appoin meiils, to men, i oidially devu 
the c ivil con>tiiiUion, ai I wh > liave 
Iv declared uijon oath, th it iv is neiiWj 
mteitioii nor ilmir widi, to iTbjti 
disturb the ecclesiastic il For 
part, my lords, as an individdt^l 
»inan of the clinith V Englftod, 
attkchcd to the est ibAdiedT chufcJlfj 
pioudof the situation wlgch-f hbf4 J| 
should be exceedingly sorryj'^lf 1 1 
for a moment, that I pos^ssed^ij 
01 privileges, incompatible wrtli 
claims of so many excellent ^qli‘ 
conscieimous fellow-cluistians, 
ever admitted, my Lotds, tbat'Ae ' 
the coronaiiuri oath, will beafthe i^c 
non which has been pal uphn 1 J 
ask, where was the objection ‘ ‘ 

this oath, when* in lySSi, so 
gcty;ies were wisely and ; 

OathoJ cs of £i eland > lo^ 
of the kind, though 
tronx 'Which are 



I forbear to fmib {hU argoeoent any 
various cortai(l<*iation8 restrain me 
and perhaps enough has been said, to pro\e,fj 
filet the word» of the coronation oilh, have 
l^n unadvisedly and inconclusively brought 
forward, during the discussion of that im- 
portant question, which Ins engaged the 
attention of the public for more than thice 
years I will now detain youi I ordships no 
ioi^er • indeed, I sh mid not Invc picsun od 
to intrude so long upon youi patience, Ind I 
llOt thought It in( luribent upon rne, to issigg 
Ibo best re isons in iny power ioi ihflLimgso 
vi{^|y fiom those aruiind me, whoso pidg 
Itaait 1 u peft, though 1 < innot iinpiKitlv 
liOW to it, igunsf the cli nest conviction of 
ondei'.ta iding and the best f el ngs of 
Hiy heart.** 




OI>rClALPAl‘l liS 
SiATFs — Jih Ao\ 1 
dattd h(n in ton, J hich 1^, I'-'OS 
-Bon deeply impios rtl with tlic 
tense of his mijc -^ty s snxic ty tint fuM c Ih ct 
idboold be given to those vu ws of j isiu e and 
lilKxleratioii, by which IitsVf luUui his he u 
prguhted thiough the whole ol the imforta 
tiate tram iction whence the pre<^t nt c idci- 
apees have arisen , and ct th ^ d sappo nt- 
with \ Inch he would team the fins 
l^ltou of Ins }ust and cqu tiulc pin poses, T 
felt it inrtnpbenl upon me, upon the 
the letter which you did me the 
to adJic<;s to me 09 the ‘>th instant, 
to apply anew 40 this matter the most ample 
at>4 sea,uUs consideiation ft is with«tfac 
taost painful sensitions ol tegiet, that 1 find 
ilwjKdf, on the result of it, under the ucees- 
tll^of declining to enter into the teim^ of 
isegociation which, by direction of the Presi- 

f dtntofcthe United State'*, }un therein offer 
lj[4^not feel myself competent, in the pie- 
1 instance, to depart from those uistruc- 
ttVhich 1 stated 111 my letter of the 26ilv 
Ian. last, and w Weh preclude me frond 
tll^Ceding to the cooditioii thus pioposed *— I 
di^d add, that I am absolutely prohibited 
entering ppon matteis unconnected 
the specific object I am authorised to 
Jfmmss, much loss can I thus give any pledge 
COncOrniDg them The condition suggested, 
moreovet, leads to the direct inftienee that 
fhq proclamation of the President of the V 
$lfries of thedd of July, 1807, is maintained 
flmtr as an equivalent tor reparation for the 
or as a compulsion to make it 
with the most proiound regiet, that I 
fbd alyself under the necessity of declaring 
am unable to act upon the terms** thus 
af*ti becomes my duty to inform 
m CQufimuty to my mstructionsj that 



on tfae^rejectiDU of i|te detpiiip^ 
fnrmer letter, on the part of his m J 
misamn is^terminateu *An^ hiaj 
government, in provjding me with L _ 
stiuctions, did not conceive thalt^r I 
claration of his sen timeftts respecting the af<- 
fair of tife C hesnpeake was made known to 
the govcinment, the state of any tiansactidns 
pending or uiiteiminated between fhe tw5 
nations, couldjnstity the petse^mMC itiffao 
enforeemt nt of the president's j^wH^tioni 
I can exercise no discretion on this point ~ 
As on a formei occasion I detailed, (bough 
nunutdy, the motivcb for that demand, on 
the i>it of hs mijcbty, which 1 with so 
mii«.h copcefnleiit to be deemed luadmia- 
sil U by the govtiiuuent of the U St'*resj I 
sh( nld Ik re abstain from an) exLposit''on of 
ih( in wliK li visibly cm have tin futtber ef- 
1 (t upon the negocnii m, if I did not deem 
It t 'I eiiti iJ tl It they should not be left under 
^nv naisippuh u ion whah 1 might be able 
toi«nio\e I.shill, Uieicfoie, tike d shoit 
revi w (f the trmraetion which lias given 
use to these disCussioils, motdM the more 
(( iiK I> to detetmme the souiuiness of the 
piiiK pi s upon which this demind is mode 
— C lit uu descrti i from liis majesty s nivy, 
ni ipv ol iIk 1)1 his I) iiuiil-born snbjei ts, bav- 
in ' f nitu 1 1 iio tin service of ibe U Stat>s 
\ lu uji tUdlj and linitlessly doinanf'^By 
the Bniish utnciis, of the reeruiimg officers 
of th U StiUs, bit weie retimed m then 
ww SCI lire As it was a matter of notc- 
nety that seveial of these deseiters wer^* on 
board the fug lie of the U States, the Che- 
sapeake, they were demanded of that frigate 
on the high seas, by his majesty S ship Leo- 
pard, and all knowle 1 c of then presence on 
bond being denied, she was 
four of them, one avowedly a native fingltsh- 
man, were taken out of her Without be- 
ing deteired by the consideration of how far 
circumstances, hostile in their nature, bad 
provoked, though they undoubtedly by nO 
means justified, this act of the British 
eei, his majesty's goveinment thal 

a positive disavowal of the rights or seat eh 
asserted tP this Case, and of • the actcfH.1^# 
Bn ish officer, as being authorised^ andst 
piomise of reparation, should be cotiv^d to 
tbe%.mcncan minister m Loudon, before he 
had made any lepresentation by order of 4bd 
U. States —This disavowal, made on the 2^ 
of Aug last, was transmitted by him to hi$ 
government, before the 6th qf that month 
but before Mr. Muuroe had received 
ders to deiuand repai^tion, his nq^ijeity 
With what surpiise ifc is needless (j^'^well 
upon, that the president of the U 
interdicted^) prodamation 




.icpniiectedv' 
^prel^d ’< 


Ijf hi lK^>,tter deli- 
pte^er to require redr&i for 
'^Kirwent into detaib an- 
not only no ioopeerp vas 
i pert of the tJjStatc^i at 
felt tlt^selves con^^elletl to enact 
5 il^aawfes^.^of m, much injury apd indignity 
p(wer, but no mention 
pauses of such measiltres 
-Ifemg r^brhai of the feci of l heir 

, been 'adopted. In addition to the 

embi^hissment'aTiain^ from tliofic circmn- 
stances^ and ttie li:]^uliiciency of the exphuia- 
^djfens subsequently given lo Mr. Ouifting, 
the intrcdudion of a subject foreign Ife that 
of the cO0i|>laItit, became the main impedi- 
menMothc success of the discussion which 
took place in , Londdn, When I had the 
honour to open the negociation with yon. 
Sir, as I had learnt that the proclamati^Jii 
was still in force, it became .my duty, con- 
formably to my instructions', to require its 
recall, as a preliminary to fisrther discussion 5 
had il not been in force, 1 was not ordered lo 
have taken it into conbiderntion in the ad- 
justment of reparation; and it W'as consider- 
ed as hardly possible that it should not have 
jb^u recalled' imuiedialcly upon the know'- 
i 89 gi^of *bis niajesiy’s disavow^al of the at- 
•Uck upoii the Ch^apeake, as an unautho- 
fised act But his majesty could not sniier the 
n^egctciation to be cairied on, in his behalf, 
under an interdict, which, even if jnsiifiahle 
in the tirst mbcticn^ of irritation, cannot be 
con tinned after the declaration of his majes- 
‘ ty’|;SftjaJirt^ts upon the transaction, except 

in hostility. It might have 

^^^ntended, that in the tirst in- 
J'&ercise of an act of power, be- 
|mtion W'as refused or unduly pro- 
was incoaif alible with the purposes 
of pacific negociation, and with 
of r^ress through that channel ; 
have been his tiiajesty's conciliatory 
thfttHliis' argument has not been in-, 
sistedciti, although it might now be the more 
ftwrcibly iir^ed, as it appears that thi| govern^p 
bf'tbe U, States was from the fir?it sen- 
thjfti oven had hostility been meditated 
.j|y:;,tbe British goveriunent, it would pot have 
^^^menced it in such a. manner. But the 
j^ceptibn, taken is to the enforcement coo?^ 
ued up to the, present time>. of mea^f^ 
' Jy unfriendly in ilieir tenckity, persisted, 
i only after the disavowal in question,' 
aik.of'thc proffer of suitabfe repara* 
renewed assurances olf his ma- 
f dispositions, but aft^r sccu- 
Ml a^^blic ^stminenl 



the to the Xeixqre 
national ships of other pow'ersi 
be breught forward by hijf majesi 
^i^feers, it is unnecessary to dwelt 
injury arid indignity to which ' 
service i$ exposed, both as 
freedom and sccur'rty of corfe^pth^ni^j 
?'is agents,' and accredited ministcfsrjd “ 
y. Stales, or resulting from a h»ea« 
u'hich, in lime of war,, excludes the wh 
his navy from all their ports; which 
are completely open to the fleets of his* 
tnies. It will be suflicient to observe*; 
even where exemptions from it are gra|ij 
they arc made subject to- sucK co'nd^tl 
tliat of the three last BritislrslnpiPiC^"? 
which have entered these ports upcnS'|S»l 
business, two of them, bis majesty’s i 
Slaftira, having on board a minister 
for the neijustinent of the present di"' 
and ft scliooncr bearing dispatches, in 
qiiciicc of tlieir inability to procure pi 
were obliged to enter their wateht* wilf 
such assistance, and were exposed to c 
derable danger. <jreat Britain, bythefc 
osrablished, could repair the wrongs cojmi 
ted, even to the satisfaction of the 4 J. 8tf 
no otherwise tlian by the channel of i 
ciation ; yet site avowed distinctly, i 
wrong was con^mitted, and that sb^; 
ready to make reparation ; it cannot 
fere be contended, that the unavoidable 
lay of actual repyalion subjected her tol tjjift-; 
I' triiputalion of persisting in an aggreflS$^|f|’ 
which was disclaimed from the firsts 
is true* however much she will rct|ret;j 
imikdimeiit in die adjustm^ of a dllT 
in which the feelings of this nation 
materially interested, can she, cousisfi 
with, a due care of her own honour 
rests, allow' it •trap be conchuiJd on ber’i 
undc« an adherence to a rijudnct/whicla^ 

& decided character of enmity In thl^pr 
y^igs held towards her by the other 
I know not in what view the persi 
in the president’s proclamation; 
moment, can be considered,^ut Hr tfc 
measure of retaliation; or of self^a 
reparation; or of a measure ioitliri 
compel reparation ; unless it bet® 

If I rightly understand you defiftd 1 
measure of precaution.— ff^ when V 
I committed, retaliation is instantly resoy^ 

1 by the injured party, the door to pa^lr”" 
jusiment is closed, and the means 1 /“ 
ciUation precluded. The right tbs 
reparation is incompatible W'ith 
: tipn t)f it.*.^When parties are ib 
''mutual hostiTiiy, they are so farjpQ 
as such they aity treat, 



claiming e^ety ^iotentioti and 

givim^ aQCqiiivocal proofs of an amicable 
a^sp0siii9p> cannot be expected to treit with 
itnothei> whose conduct towards it has the 
’direct cftfcls of actual hostility. If then, 
the enfoictiijeiit of the president’s proclam i- 
tion, up to the present moment, is a incasuic 
of bclf-asatlmed repanihm, it is directly te* 
piquant to the spirit and fact of amicable ne* 
gOciation , if it IS a measure to compel rcpi- 
ratiou# It IS equally so, and by the perseve- 
rance in it, G Biitun is dispensed with the 
duty of piottenn^ lediess But if it is a 
measure of piecaut on. In order to secnrc ie- 
fxiration, or in order to compel it, it falls 
Onder the objections J has e stated. Jf it is a 
precaution adopted as a guard against arts of 
Violence apprehended on tlie part of his nia- 
jest) s nasal ofiicti r ‘-uicly cinnot be con- 
vtdercd as be n c ti c tii \1 \ seem it) 

O^uig f.oni th * lepewcd issni iiice*! oi his 
majesty s fnepd I \ lit-position, \\ Inch in)pl\ i 
due obst \ante ( i ihe riv,l ts of nations with 
whith 1/ie it hilt 111 ) isinainii), b) dipei- 
|K)ns bolding autiioiity undci Ips majesty’s 
government f oni the dis'iM)v\al of the pie- 
tension of thesCMch of national ships, and 
from the furthei assipance of ihit disavow- 
uti gutii in his riKfcst) v pt<v] imati ni of the 
i6th ot Oct last JNcithci under these cou- 
ouirent ciicuinslanc es can the pK i of nc(cs 
any be in unt lined , and if such a pro< ceding 
baa not the pka ot recess t r, it assumes the 
chaiacter of aggression. If these concuirent 
Securities *giinat such an apprehension have 
any vaific, thene<essii} no longei exstg, if 
they have no value, ne^oeiation cannot Ic 
^ttiRDipfed, as lise basis i pon which rests the 
mutual conlidenc® of tin. two parties wiwld 
wholly v\ uuinq; — hu m the moment af- 
ler the uufoitnmie flaii of the Chesapeake*, 
Ibat hii luijeftv *> nival tomm inders in these 
wWafers had nscei tuned ll at they were safe 
l0*0mthe cfieiveseeiKCs ijf^ tint populai lui;g 
nndci vvhiih the hiqat glinng ouli iges wue 
^COilp)cniUed, and by winch the) were nituraT- 
ly Uk) to the suppusincj ^ tint they were oh 
of particular hostilit> , ind ih it a state < f 
UlMcagunst them, requnuig pueauiKitis on 
m part, had commenced, no conduct his 
t^eni imputed to them, which could vindi- 
tbeneces&it) of mimta inng m fcrcu the 
pires'cleuc’s prociamatio i —Since that time 
IHfUfb of those ofheers as ha\« been neccssi- 
iated the ciicumstanc cs of the war to re- 
JHaiO HI tb'*se waters, h tve held no coiiimu- 
^tiCation with the shoie, excep** m an in 
flimte too trifling to dw< 11 upon, inJ insMiU- 
diKivoWed b) the commanding oftieer j 
imd ti!iey r^quie-ced qmetl) in various 
|itl«iaipasj fiighJy p’-eji^dici^ to the service 


they were upon, eoi^ Uk ^ ^ 

interdiet. which bad )fbey"be«^ i ^ , 

their duties tow^ards ajitpte in s^^mujr Wifh 
theit»sovergignj and had iW) 
lepressed the ftclings ita tone and 
had a tliicct tendency JCo |h9Vpke in them* 
would h*pe 1 the I excited tb^tl^aVerted the 
evils It was stated to be intended to prevent ; 
were the) regaidful of these duties^ it w^a 
uimecessary. Had 'ibey felt 
obliged completely to evacaa’e waters of* 
the U. States, es^ieciaSy while an cnirtin’i 
squadron was harbuuied in theni> they could . 
have done it^ but under the admission of^ 
hostile compulsion, and nndei such compul- 
sion carried ipio full e fleet, Jhis majesty could 
not liave disseniblt d Ihe t vtent of the injury 
leceivtd — III ihe.stvoial ca»cs adduced, in 
which G Bi II n requped cci tain pi eluiii Da- 
nes, previously to entenng in^ j negociation, 
she regulated her conduct by the same prin- 
cipled to which she now adheies , and re- 
fused, whilst no liostilhv vvas exhibited on 
1 ci pait, to frert with \ owtis, whose pro- 
ceedings denote^ it tovvaids Lci , and who 
m untamed then riglit in whit they had as- 
s lined Fiom the ciaisidciation thus af- 

forded, 1 tiiist that neither the oidei of rea- 
son, 01 that of usage, are m cpotiadiction to 
the demand J have urged, nor am 1 avvait^ 
how the Older of limeopj oscs the ie\oi>^“?n^ 
in the ill St nisi nice of that act, wlnd/.iffecfs 
ujuriously one of the pntics, and is still 
avowed b) the othei — 'ihe suljrct is thus 
picK nted to >ou, Sii , in the light in which®it 
wa^* nalnial th it it should oflei itscU to lus 
majebiv’s government It certainly con- 
ceived the picsident’s pioclamalion to reat ^ 
c'litfl) and most muenuly upoityihp ^tack * 
m ide upon the fi ate of the tf. *he 

Chesapeake, b) hi» nrje'-ty’s 
although otl cr top cs wcic iddiC&d^X 
siiies In tins ij>piehe«isiou it iniy b^jti^d 
tolnve been sufhcentl) wariallted by the 
piecisetime at which, end the ciicumslawcet 
under which it was issued, and by its wr^ble 
context , and the more so a\ tlie impels 
Older which, it was drawn up appears to 
huve beenV) sudv^en as to have pi collided a 
due gxj?ninRtion of all the grounds of aj[le|^'t- 
tiun contained in it. And heie I 
to^issuie you, that with respect to the Sjpirit 
aid tone of that instiument. it would 1^" 
highly satisfactory to roe, if 1 could feeltiijr- 
self jumfietl m expressing, on the pint of bis 
majesty, any demise of coincidence with tl^ . 
opinioub you have announced, of when 
appealed to, and making every allow-a' 

<<ilie irritation ot the moment, Kcouldt 
ble the extreme surprise exyierietiif<j| |r G* 

Bi itaifl that the gQ\ ernmeui fit a Sdia- 







1 fj^^ry v^r>^d]sprdporT 

an anauthoriscd. 
.o 0 feRCe; s^^i 5 f;jb^^; 1 i> Its * terms and its pur- 
’ j^t SQ ipjorS^jffe the governmentto which 
thi|t dftnand Vii^to be addressed^ and tend* 
fpi^fa,%t}. b.olb naiipns ihfe feelings 
4yhfder^^|i^eb ii>mDdly would be 

' '^b'st if, as I learn from 


' ^$e most if, as I learn from 

ypd^ Sir,‘the rests substantinHy 

upon other ca^^i^UJs t)iep, peculiarly to be 
f^retted; that^j (dgetbei* vs^nh the demand 
/or redress made Jh' Sept. last, tlje govern- 
ment of the IJ. Siafi£;a did not uhii>k fit to of- 
fer a> negociatlon or an explanation of so 
momentous a measui'e, orKo declare that its 
recall must be more of less connected with 
the adjuktmeht of other alledged wrongs. 
Neithefr did it iliink necessary to return any 
anwer to the renxrmstrance gjiven in by his 
majesty’s envoy at Washington, on the J 3 lli 
J^}y, 1807, in Which hp represented "that 
he'considcred Jtliiit# interdiction to be so un- 
friendly in its object, and so injurions in ita 
consequences to h)s inaje/sty's iniercsth, that 
he could not refrsiu iiom expressing the 
most hiiiccre regret, tii«it it ever slioukl have 
be^n issued, ^ and most earnestly depiernting 

^jSPSsi^hig enforced.’’ -U could not be sup- 

i]^d$e^iat a circumstance of so great weight 
dould be OvVrIooked.by his majesty’s govern- 
ijrent,'in determining the line of conduct to 
be h/d^jft the mtgudation ^ and , as little 
could, rt be .^ttpected to pass it over* when 
on tlib, failure of the disruMsioii with Mr. 

special nnssioir to be 
States, it iiad tlie less reason 
Ither grievaiices could be 
Icom^^l^^ip^th that, for the adjustment of 
Wfeiittfr^am empowered to negociate, ns Mr. 
.^pnt^'lnbfs levrfr to Mr. Cnnniug of the 
July last, had stated with respect to 
jjfehCf Sfilbjects of remonstrance, that'it was 
Jlf^prpper to mingle them with the presejic 
mbfe set ions cause of complaint ; an opinion 
towbicb M.Cauni ugdcclared his perfecUisseut 
letter to that miristtr ot the 2 d. of the 
^ubB^^qeiit month ; so that this act ^'a^leftas 
distinct, to be singly and distuictly 

■ jCbp:w^ired. His majesty’s government ibere- 
.&i4couid'noi^4Mi^ with any view 5>f 

tl8e:^biect tfilhibelbie it, or indeed wjih the 
y. misb-ion, direct or empower 
pnn matu-rs wt conm-cted 
Chesapeake 3 and they could 
•oprietydort, asiflofciifr (o 
rhi^t of differences of such 
j^ tasyWnd tlje more cqnspU 


such bavetx^jj^lri 

restricted to the prectSle ii 
jLcd, With respm therefSKre 1^0 
• causes of complaint,. upon which you iir 
me that the president's proclabiatM re] 
cannot be furnished with documents: 
blingane eitb^ to admit pr t 6 contfcUTi 
those statements of grievance, foreign tal 
attack upon that ship, contained in yoUf \ 
or authorized to discuss the 
themselves. 1 shall therefore not 
myself to offer such comments as 
sonat knowledge of some of those 
tions suggest to me, although their ten|^^j£| 
would materially affect ^th< 
manner in which, these, 
trayed, and the disadvantageous’^gnj^^^^i 
which his majesty’^ goveriimokt! 
ed t(^Ji£ive acted respecting 
fflNiimier Jed to the persuasion 
vernment will be the more easily able 
cue iitseif from inculpation by the 
arising from passages in Mr. 
to Mr. Secretary Canning, of 
Sept, last, that the differences 
sabsi.sting between the tuu) nations 
a trSin ot adjustment.— his 
not permitted nae to enter into 


of the search Vf neut^ merchant 
British seamen, togetMer with the adjusfi^ 


British seamen, togetMer with the adjttSfi?3^pt .; 
of the amount of reparation for the 
upon the Chesapeake, it was in. no 
a view^of prcclc^ing the further agitati^|||ji^\. 
that ques;lTOH at a • iiaWe time 3 batj-^^^| 
that the negocin* ion might b^ reiieved .^[1^ 
the embarrassment arising fVom theipoi^|M|^f 
ion of the present matter with the 
reign to it, and as it was h«r«>o ^velrktoM^^i 
so ditHcult to be adjusted, of a rtght,di^@^^^ 
ly di'^claimed, with one which G. ' l 

at all lime asserted, of enforcing 
lo the services oti» her iinturaKboro 
whv'ii found- on board merchant vcsiiejis^^i^ 
^other nations 3 a claim which she 
^bat principle of universal law., 
lo ihe Mate I he right of the 

assistancir of her native citizens.- 
renctf, th« rrfore, to that cObrse of 
' tion, which had been originally 
tween Mr. Secretary Canning and- 
roe, and wliich had aloije beeif 
aipon by tlie orders ^ubsequi^t)y 
that; minister, can only b.* coi|^^erei{;i^jMjg|^ 
sumptiorr of that course !hi>(>g9 
Britain strenuously <-'<)ntended 
ground to depart from. I may 
thie purpose might bate been 
out the iuleneuiion of a special 
It wjik be iuyour recollection. 

< our. first interview/^ I 
wb&h maJkea tj^Bubject of 



ler, before, that the 

'^resKiei»t of the U. States would conii<“.nt to 
t|ke aeparafioo of the two subjects. — I hud 
oiiftted that the eirposiiido which 1 added ro 
my letter of the 25th of Jan., to the verbal 
explanation I had before offered., of the 
gro ’ndii of his majest 3 r’.s demand, was both 
in its purport, and in the terms in which it 
Was couched, such as to pi >?vent a suspicion 
fbiitt'hey were in ilieir intention derogatory 
to tjie honour, or calculated to wound the 
sensibility of the nation. I niuy add, 
Sneb a supposition could not be recon- 
.eited with the various ostensible and unequi*' 
TOmonstrations of his niiijesty's got>d 
faith and anxiety, that this transaction should 
bo brought to an ' amicable Ci mil nation, 
tUrhich were exhibited even prl'^r to .my re- 
mpstranceson the part, or by oulri thj^ 
gh^mmeiit. '1‘lie other topics wnich 
myself authorized to advance in that letter, 
in illustration of that amicable dispositioifi on 
the part of the king, weie brought forward 
lifdin the conviction I entertained that, they 
niust be‘of a nature to be satisfactory to this 
government, and theieford such as it was 
particularly my duty to enforce, but hot 
with ajvi6w to rest upon th^ the right to 
advance the claim wkijdi I have stated. — ' 1 
may here remark, it is'obvious that far from 
mqmring that the first step towards an ar- 
yatigement of reparation should be taken by 
iW V* States, G- Britain his already made 
llie^ openly aixi dislind^.y*: they ere indu- 
bttabie testtm(?riies to the respect borne and 
idecided^/ marked by G. Britain, to the*tio 5 
^famitycAubsisting between the two nations, 
ami of her corciiaj’^ucrire to maintain them 
mnlmpaired : and as such alone they were 
hrged.-^As his mujesty wmuld have derived 
sthcere satisfaction from the evidence of cor- 
ri^aponding feelings on the pari of the U. 
Stotes, so it would be the more painful for 
»ltpe to dwell upon a series of insults and me-® 
tmoes, which withoiVt any provocation or 
warlike preparation on the part of G, Bri- 
hkvo been for months accumulated up- 
.oh'.ter .through^the U. States, and but too 
from quarter.s whose authority 
tiftfibessarily and powcrfullycommanded atten-. 

I ought perhaps to apologize for ad- 
^rthkgto an incidental expression in your 
fetter, if 1 did not think it right to renlove 
bfijf ^ambiguity respecting t|ie nature of the 
Cfeith which G. Britain maintained to her 
;aemen, native citizens of the realm, who 
Jbave d«erled from her service t^ that of 
other powders; it is, that on demand they 
kfebll be discharged forthwith, and d^ore- 



qu^ntljTa they I 

tMir' newly contracted obligaUonr*- 
I close this fetter, allow ^e to 
‘ bir, tfiat I have felt it myddtj^lo 
to his raajesty"xgoverament,etliie expositfb^ 
contained in your letter 'of the 5ih irtst of 
the vHriouc demands on the honour atid^od 
faith of G. Britain, on wbich the cc^mplaklt 
is madd, that satisfaction vhas not beea/af^ 
forded to liie U. Suites, and bn which* con^ 
jointly with the affair bf' the Chesapeake^, 
you informed me that tbb pYoblamation of 
the president of the U. States of the, 2d of 
July, 1807> is founded. 'It will be ‘for bis 
majesty’s government to.determine, on the 
part of G. BrHain, whether any and what 
obligations lemaip to be fulfilled by her— 
wiiether any denial or such protraction of re- 
dress have occurred on her part, as to render 
ni'ces^ary or justifiable the perseverance in 
an edict, wdiich, when not necessary or jus- 
tifiable, assumes a character of aggression } 
And whether o^i the result of these conside- 
rations, the presen unegociat ion can be m- 
sumed on ilie parPof his majesty, with a due 
regard for his own honour, or with a pros- 
pcct ot a more successful termination.— I 
have the honour to be, &c. (Signed) G. 
H. Rose. 

France and America,— 

ChampajSjvy t to Gen, Armitrongr dated 
Paris, Jbri. 15, 1808. 

Sir, ^^I’he different notes which youi 

have dune me the honour to address to me 
have been laid before bis Majesty. — The 
proceedings of England towards all govern- 
ments are so contrary to the law. of nations, . 
and to all the rules constartily p.bj»nred;even 
among enemie.s, that ooVecourse thi|^ 

power is any longer to be found m'the prdi- 
nary means of repression. In order to anr 
noy her, it is becoine '^i.^cessary to tura 
against her the arms which she makes usd 
of herself; and if transient incouvenieDtos- 
result therefrom, it is to her alone they are 
to be imputed. Since England re&p^cts ho 
laws, diow jcould they be respected with te-* 
gard to J;er ? The maritime laws which she 
violates, ought they still to be a protection to 
her ? And if some powers tolerate the in- 
fractions committed on their , jndependeuip^, , 
could they have the righ% ^ 

Franca alone should restrafn ^ereelf with|ii 
limits which her enemy hai every wbai^,; 
overleaped JWThe United States, n;M>0 
any other power, have to complj^lp^^S 



Can and Baylis, Grest Uuteu bi|^ ; ' 
in/where former Naml^s may be tiad, ab 


)ubUshtd R. Bagsbapr, 
d also by I* Baddt Crown and 



JtntfK if, ^ 


”H^Mris ; : 

** t’^tUMmomtwae, at lut, k 
** nawtlpMMocafiinqM seme, OUt « 
« nuiAa4iH^htte.">-T^aalis«*i 


whia (w^lw lA9«tt|t Wpot'i nn^ ifm 

idpttitMtio ehajin, flut em poedb)}' take pliw« wtK mtiu; tils wiploHva 
•t 4s It, that men jf^ar^nd il(fat fiirf CnhMdtt ^ tiu^hneMi aii#)lfii i 
scMne, atlut, iiameir Now, itjt eoqt 


Oiluin shoakl vei 
i*irj£ekayo« Covei 





‘ . SUM»rAl|Y OF POLITICS 

’'SAaMisir R»vo6^i<»tr -— -TbU is a aub- 
jflCt, ipttichj Ip* tjw pyentbe what it taiajr> 
tjftt he deepljr interestiAC <o eveiy man 
wlio reflrcta ) aud, as occasion to 

ebaprre fit ^ lait fic^^r, I tbmlc, no- 
thitag cdbtd be more^it^er tlian suth a dis> 
cuasfoQ ^tldecikion, ioj^rliainent, as would 
faaire been a jiieike pe^le of Spam, 

and to the world, that the intention of 
England was to assist thbt pepple in recover* 
rng and establiahiM their liberties, and that, 
for that asaistaneis itothillg was to MP ihi* 
manded Bat, when Mr. Sheridan was 
stated to be thn nio(ion<niaker, that was to 
be expected, wtdch has taken place , name- 
ly, a imsen^ fetch at popolarttr, a ahew of 
^ **| ^ff *^* peAy considerations, and, not 
nouSw^ the poktrlng the seeds of a profitable 
^D. ^Wviseptdtty nse to miwe of the 
CW^ of 'the Speni*b patriots I— *-Tho mo- 
tion o£ jMtr, fineriSaii (Which, was made on 
the lifiCb^lsstw^) was prefaced by a speech, 
tbe^nal of»Whieh for nothingness, I never 
, lb iT^ life. 1 mast insert it } for, to 
apWatil^nste description of jt nimpaan- j 
Iff, Speaker, — However I may 
that the /roposition which I had 
'* tMOonebrof giving notice that it was 
" my intention taring foiward this even-- 
" fug, has beep^ostponed until this late 
•* lutnr, pad that the intention of the house 
** miiK be considerably esftahsted by the 
** fespuarioo which has just tenjfinnthd, yet, 
sir, I still think |t right to aub^t to their 
I** cniifs^fion, the important sdhjert which 


^ Wfitheobjehtief that notice. J cannot 
bohceal that a kind of negdcianoh has 
> Isfen* casing on between my right hon. 
^yS^d opnosi^ pnd myself, lO the cdhrsar 
slibUdi'^. tiglit hon. fr^id expressed 
^#|lii||mihatIwo>ild put on my motion 
^fllvmlidvetfibg* beeBi»e,the%tiMotshed 

to ttoJMim goterninmt 
v^wfen^aiid jdMMBfidn of twsr natir% 




i^tpomeot tturuking 


*' the ho^ita}!^ of >hits./fe|p|||lp^^Wjk| 
" allow tMf ih<s wat‘|iyfe^KnifeM||B^|^ 
'* partofmy 

'* averyablegeoemi (^a-dferptaife 
" fer Ireland) to represeaf him at Ms «wiM 
" 1 feel less reloctant at tboa tntrti^i#'' JM 
" his patience, and shall thamfiWt)i|'hom^ 
« only expressing my hope, thjbr^fi 0d 
*LlpDt baronet ttay tooa beddtsliplllldfim^ii 
'nSoreaaiioiMWRrvice) thathf mtWjpjiittl, 
*' be sent into Spam to 
*' country tnemtbq^m of &ifhutr^w[| 
cause-VHmr, 

' " sir, 1 Wish to correct an {den Wjtim^M^ 
gone abroad, that I entertained 
" the presnm|tion, the ill jndgnieiH^ijnfff 
“ the bad taste, of im«t>dii^ til).mM#Miw& 
" majesty’s ministers how kaeolidhct nnM 
" selves in the existing dixmmefeaiiir^^h 
" I desire, sm l#towiatheetlerttiiW-e|rai||| <: 
'* house to pSNSsai'ttl’aatieh 
*' Having communicated the tends 
" motion on a former evening tetawTOMffl 
" hoD. friend opposite, and my 
" not having 1)^ disapproved % iisy.|^m^ 
'* hon friend, I own I was sttrpgm^S^, 
»" find that his j'igbt hon, and 
d* colleagoe hnsgined that my motidif wmhQ 
*i tend to embarrass hisbm8jeBiy*4 gopfe^^ 
" rtiept. AffertbecomnwpicdttOBmf^liaP 
" IharanHaded, Vexpe^lUthaflw'WAMth 
" gis«mec!||dd!tfbrinviognQtbch(dimra^ 
"view, (fli Hill iKtii I Itiiiid T I ipf j 

" somethinghkerebukefeomiify'Mtrfinji^l 
" (Mr Whitbread), whosieiddd 
" that I waa awog tobrioafforwafiU ftieffl Srs I 
" whtPh was tosaveadmiBhdiiifljlaftil^ ^ 

" responsibility on t be sitbjm. TBnW^ wM ljpK 

•' this Wits' a^uost odfortonW ^w^Huj 
" I meant to do neithenUMtbi^P 

" Iwng ntAr the other. And tiererl ^ 
" si^, akhoogh no man li«iii(g 




s^\ ^ _ 

highly 

ability 45fl^^^on* as «he 

I' eslfmablc fa^.I^y^te.cha^ 

yet when he up to^rebtike ni6 for do • 
ing tlwt . whid^ appears:. to me to be luy 
,duty> I am free to -confess, while I ap- 
plaud his jh^mcnt— his underfitindiiig— 

^ the deliberation with' which he decides on 
questions of Importance — that if there be 
any one point in his character on which I 
should not be disposed to dwell with iha> 
iati'^factio^, it wonldbehisde- 
<'<= JWq^^p-'tO-the opinion of others, or his 
doabt with respect to his own — (a 
am placed, sir, in ibis dilem- 
my hon. friend acens- s 
tte of a disjiqSUon to cover administra- 
Vioni.fHt* fight hon. and learned gent. 
bpp6si|j6 «us}>ects tnc x}(m intention to do 
** It ai! *ihe,mi8clnef in my power. 

** may be \vrong-^r am tar from wisl 
ministers to ^iiibark in any rash and ro- 
‘•’‘^inantic enterprise in favour of 3 

blit, sir, ifthe enthusiasm, and aiiima- 
lictti, w hich now exists in a part ofJ 5 ipain, 
y should spread over ilte ^yhole of that comi- 
try, r ani^ con v‘l weed that ^ since the imt 
'' bui^^ftfthe Frcuch retuKltion, there" ne- 
il^r exifi^ecl ‘^o hnppy an oppoftwihy and 
Grca6*J ViUtft to strike a boiti 
** Strok© "for the re.scuo of the Wiorld. — — 
Ac'«r, /tear !J — But, sir, it is said, 
f jfqu do not distrust the administratioh, 
why discuss this subject h parliament V* 

** 'Sir, I 'Will tellyrou why. J. am disposed to 
trust admitvstration. But I wi.shlode- 
mahd^wo. things ; I wUh^hrst to deckin', 
my trillion, w^ must not deal in 
dribblets j we or nothing. 

/' Wliy d<> I make this declaration ? Be- 
** cause no cabinet which lias hitherto exis- 
'' ted ia this country— tiot even excepting 
thpt wdth which J had ih6*hOnour of being 
connected, has pursued simply and 
plainly one clear and distinct olsjcct, c| 
‘^ .Instead of strikingfit the core of (he cvIIk* 

' '^tthe admin isiratiqns of thi.s ci:)uiitry 

hitl^erto contented themselves with tiro- . 
l?ling at tlie'Tind! vjn the -ceSfia^, I 
must -not include an hoii.yfHj^il 'tiear 
mij nor Mr. Burke, have 

proceeded direcBy ^nd'-^mpletely to 
.t&© abject which they h^a in \ie\v,* or 
M'ould TOt hfave advanced to it a 
with * these . exceptions 
t^'^themjlnisteraof England have pursued a 
7 palicyi; they l^ave gone aboiit 

tilebing stigar islands, md heglecBi'^'all 
*t '^hat w^li dignified aud ail that i^as con-^ 
Bonaut to the truly understood, interests , 
** of their ccontry. I wish therefore. Sir, 

/ ' **. 






telfeto,. twill? 

1 1 C . 

' " ie‘ ’ ' 



and fully 

Europe, '^be.u&t 
make.Sir,’ is, tba*"Jf'a' ^ ^ 

" Spain be ' ejtpedieht/ it should be an 
clFectuaf co operation./ ;ibat I 

** amtnr A om promping h1^ majes^!s §6- 
vernntegit to engage in miy rash l^marnic* 
enterprise^ but, Sir, if upon a»6efth)h- 
•* ing the state of the popular mUid, in' 
** Spain, they find it is warmed by .a patrio- 
tic and enthusiastic arbhu'F, then, Shvall 
** I ask is, that that feeling should be met 
here with corresponding energy and 
enthusiasm.' poonaparte has hitherto r®4 
a most victorii^^s rqce. Hitherto he has 
had to content? agdihst pri^l without 
dignity, and min'siers withcbf %isdom. 
lie ha.s fought against cot)tries iti which 
'' the j>eaple have Dten indifferent as to 
his success ; he 'has. yet to learn \vhat 
" tt is to fight 7 against a coiinir/ in which 
" the people are anjcuafed with one .spirit 
td^esist him— hear). So flir. 
Sir, from bringuig forward a motion 
prematurely to embarrass his majesty’s 
government;*' I solemnly ' declare, that, 

** if the opportunity towhich I iiaVe alluded 
** of a vigorous intcrtercoce on the 

England should arise, the preflenj^S^ 
ministration shairfiavu from hve 'Jlxordial *’ 
“•and as sinceu' silpport as tf the man 
** wlionv I most loved Wier©^ restored' to lifff 
and power. . Is thkt. discussion ? 

Let those who ibmk 150 loSk‘'‘m the pm- 
sent state of Europe. Tjj/ill not th©^ fml: 
nialion of the Spanish mind bo 
by the. knowledge ^hab their 
“ cspous<?d, not by mil^&tcrs ;lIone, 
the Pilrliainent. . am. lli©. 

England ? If there a di^osition iti 
“ Spam fbfesent the- insUi^s and injweft,. 

to: be dcscrib^>‘^bjr lah-, 
g02«©/ ^hey have endwM ’ fi'om 

“ the t)Tcipf:6f th^ earth, -will not that dis/ , 
“ position b& Eoiis^' to the moslt sublime 
** exertion byjjhe'^urahce that Iheirefl^ 
will coydjaliy aided by a greaL'pnd 
// hoWerful * nation l^Ir, i. think thiV ^ . 
[f* mo.st important crisis* was 

tffing so brave; so ^neroos,/^ 

** the conduct ^’of the Asfctians;: - 31 ^; 
have niagoattifnously avdwed \ 

'ey have deelaredS^.. 
^they * 

J/to cdiiquer^^ ^-^0 

u 


— they are 
'jV perish in the _ 
“ the indepen deni 
U thas the Briil 







.oi> raotrifij^ ' Sil^, 

/ Aiat fi 


IbS 'Ma]^tV;;^lb^ he Wilt 



ith dir^ thsrt ttere 
fb«^se^ ‘copies of such 

. as have IxNen received by ^ v- - - 

Secretary of State for Foreign 
*'-ai?d which -have been issued, i^lnce the ar- 
** rival of the French arn^y at Madrid | 
whetlier by the Spanish Government, the 
French Cpmihandcr in^icf, q|- by;per- 
*^ sons since claimlngj^aCt on behalf of 
the Spanish oattan.*^^- — So, here, after 
all^ is a njotion fpr laying hcfoVe the parlia- L*^ d^y ;havq 
nicnt, papers whidi fare in jjhe possession 
of all the WQj;]d, andl'^^hiclr the mover 7122/ 
have, known, that the govdimient could, not 
possess in an official forrg. But, it was 
clearly his intention net to nitteany motion 
that should be afly thiriJl thwf-h^re 
smoke j a mere pretence making a 
catching speech, and, at .the same time, to 

pay his court to the ministers. 1 wonder 

who it wa.s that uttered the " laugh,** at 
,tlve empty stuff about the ** good dinner’* 
fSfi^the able gen eral ?” It must have 
' beeiTieiiei i^upid in the galler}t j for, 
iiwerei indeed, ^slander to suppose that 
,any menribcr of (he .honourable and right 
Iionq^bie corps'below ^ that any lawgiver; 
tbat'^y guardian of the public pursC; that 
any senator, should liave been moWd to 
laughter by such wretclied attempts at w'it, 
b!j|r such worse tkm guard- room or even 
JgTeen-roona rjbaldw, T his was a pretty w^ay 
to go to.*worWtolconvince the patriots hi 
Spain, that tbcfengliiih parliament sjfm^ 

. with^f^m. When a man sym- ’ 

]:>alh1;z<39S with %iother, who is in irnm^inent V 
dagger, he cannot be muchr in a humopr to 
.jest; Any motion,, relative to the affairs of 
Bpain, should have lieen mfroduc^ with 
teriousaess and earnestness, -wiQi as muciv 
pfe and force as you please,' but. w’ith no 
•^.testing, no rabSle-PBpasTfig iotoV-ra-^Apd, 

. thtf lpng:.]prefaf#nbQi3fcj^^^ 

fmhii** tbei J>algrfb3e fishing Yor iC* 
cfifKioyerfidtRe of tl^ 

tin view 5 and would, if thepeo^ 

^ Spain conld ll» have made 

irdespair of anir aid from a p^irliameDt 

*1 I I,- J 



wiaV Sif, 
f reiM^fcd to 


before 
iiations 
Majesty's 


cieAttq.my rtg] 
yf Uvei in egStatinj 
te 


very ^ 

It k wai 


, ^ rabH^e^. f»f «ny 

" was on-ji.r«e^t 6Whinf 
of thin!. HotnMI’. ti 

‘f wa!iitti|6s|^ton j^;fnjrri 
‘f (^mi^Ltifcatioo, W 

•*; neit.'n)® was n<jt['so. • . 

.t^stosUj t)iewi»y 
' 5 i's ijapossibte, to 
'• st'liich.,he lias njapAj.*^^ 

" tfctjr tiaxW no(c'r«w^%| 

Others, 

adescfibed In the- 
if we were in; 



ses^^^oui^, me inajijqfA useu. ine spec 
^h^^.and It is merriy fiu 

Tlier^r hi of s^iment, 


or 


V tfod whibh .they 'contain^ 
highly impToyident iii as,. 
moment, (o •co^miiliRrf^ .vfcifcC 

T*!*tlpn to the^rwtaV 
« While 

right hofTTriend^^^^ 

** me so mucbas.«if?ti|jj^se that 
" him any blam^;;i^r;‘lbU proc^ 
that I undervalue- Uie pledge >v] 

5' has giyefi of of bis 8up.^rt in . 

'dctisi[e ot)era(ions which it may.be^eeiipqd ^ 
** advisable to adopt with lo 

'^♦themoie especially when it is oobsidered* 
that in .that pledge may be ii^pUe^ (be 
support with xirli&M.w/ 

right hoii. frhmd is uccusCcuncd, tp , ^ 

parliament, and of whose body fie isf 
eminent and distingnishod a •metijbfri.y 
'' Sir, 1 shoUW* have beenTfar frpna 

V ing ray right hon, fiiend with blame, 

** had he gone so far as to chalk out ;|p>* Sfa*: 
i'* majesty’s mitiistert ■the line of .cdbdu^S 
that ill his opinion ir^would be oxp^ieJ^{| 
for them to pursue^^From this ia 
•* atostaiped. ludlfpoSetr5s I 3hoplU.,hdy^S)| 
been, to censure my right hon. 

>f be |>^<»jeded to that extent, I 
feerthat bis speech, moderate as 
'I* been, calls,.fi>f such a general^! 

/' of the,sentini«ijita of his majest^’^ 
ters as cannot be tpade wiApujf' 

** without a d^sbdl^opfable^coft^protBi^^^^^ 

• ^ wJ thoatexdi log expectations wfuebir 
ver be realised. 1 us, therefore, Sif,i<)i! _ ^ 
to t^ house and to the€ouiiUy,,rh^i 
jbsty^s ministers see with as diiN 
^n.'mterest as my right ^ 
ndbie straggle which a pjirtpf the gpittiiifc' 1 






V ■ * 

nation Is Tm i|ak%i t^r /esist the m 

* exanipled iWdWoftv^Mbd^^ to pre- 

' serve the CDantry ; 

* and that there caiitit tbe 'Wrongest dupo- 
' sUion on the hart of the* British Govern- 
' nienttoaSbrd every proclicable aid in^a 
f contest so nwigtmnunoos. In endeavour* 
f ing to afford this aid. Sir, it will never 

* occur to 08 to consider that a state of war 
^ exists bctw’een Spain and Great Britain. 

^Hear^ hear^ hi»ar^j We shall pro- 

* cc^ upon the principle, that any nation 
of Europe that staits up with a determi- 
nation tp oppose a power which, whether 

insidious peace or declaring 


i tn tpy own 
lit Napotdbn 
po, the mi- 
pde^a^atron. 
his niotiQfi«< 


open wsr, is the common enemy of all 
nations, whatever may be the existing 
poiitioU relations p( that nation with 
Great Britain, becomes instantly ovjr es- 
sdntialslly* In that event his maje^**f 
ministers will have three objects in view. 

** The first to direct the nnited efforts />f 
the two countries against the common 
“ } the second to ducct those effoils lu 

** a way which shall be most beneficial to 
** thenewaHy; the third, , to direct them 
in a manner conducive toneculiarly IJri 
tish inteicstfl. But, Sir,^tho8e objects, 
the last wfriie theni^estion, as 

compared with theot^rtwo. These me 
the sentiments with wnieh his majesty’s 
government are inspired. To the mea* 
sures which these sentimenta may dictate, 
they confidently look for the sepport 
parliament and of the country. It 
cannot, sir, be expected that I should 
•^.whethef we think the crisis arrived, oi 
•' whethe^^ %vo ani^ripate its speedy ap- 
** proach, when* the seiifilttb^^iis which 1 
have desciibcd must be called into action. 
It U sufficient that I have stated wlwt we 
Mi, add whdl we lulend.^,^ (Hear, hear, 
** fiear /J—Foi Ihc'se reasons, sir, which 1 
have beforO-mcntioned, I am compelled 
to dissent from my ii^bt hon. fiiend s mo-. 
** 4jk)n t— What is there here that ib like- 

ly to inspire the Spatnsh patriots with confi- 
dence! To effoits in a way 

the most benelicial the new ally:* 
Aye, bnt thete is nothing to guide ua in our 
conjectures as to whai the ministers think 
mil he the most len^fiaal to that new ally. 
Ilhey may look up )ii a restoration of the 
monarchy, in the persona of those who gave 
np the sword ot Fhakcis j[, the most bene- 
fiCiSl to the patiiots ot Spain. They may in- 
tend to ex?ct, as the puce of the aid to be 
gi\en, that theie shall be no essential change 
in tlie governincnt, the ranks, and ord^is, 
ui Spain; and^weie 1 a Spaniard, lather 
I than leMve then aid upon such conditions. 


1 would, sdftei using all tb^ t 
power mhlceep tbemdut, 
and bis government, To|bc^ 
fiisters pressed fot 

Mr, Sheuda^took care 
should not bo in annoyffnee to them But, 
though not piessed, they sholtld bavO made 
an explicit « pciaration, that they would by. 
no means, and in no manner whatever^ 
attempt to i ^ctaie to the peonle ot Spain, as 
to the chonx^ot thcMi tiitiiie government. 

If it were profj-r to mterfeU’ at all, it would 
be merely in the way gt idvice, and this 
might be veiy well, and, perlnp<», veiy pio- 
perly, conveyed in a proclani f«ion Why 
should there be ^iv sknlkiiig upon the sub- 
ject? Why not Y 5 ‘»ue pioi Irfiualion, at 
once, dechnng, iliir tljo people ojt Spain 
shall hive all the aid^that hnelind cm give 
'them in shaking off fchc* yoke ot both sorts 
ot tyranny^ In such, a prw lamation, a 
hope might be exptes»^ed, tliat (in case of 
success) the Spanuuds w« nl 1 not be so fool- 
ish as to suffeit.^l:m9el^es to be cajoled into 
the^dopt^^n ot asogi ot gosicniinent, which, 
under tho names ot law and libeity, would 
stiip them ot almost their very skins, oi, 
which would be worse, would make thtm 
strip one another; w^oftld make them, 
mulct, pillage, lob, whip, gag, impiison, 
and ruin one another. The Spamai ds • 
in such a prochniatiftr.., 
a state, like that here descn bed, would be, 
beyond comparisoii, more painful and dis- ^ 
graceful, than that of a people, living under 
a simple despotism, devoid of the hypCffnti- 
cal disguise of liberty and law, Ihey might 
be wained not to suffer themselves to become 
the piitisans of political advenluiers, whd 
would use them mcrely^s instruments m 
obtaining the means ot mbb^ng tb^mi with 
impunity, and who, thoii’h tngiged in a 
continual strife against eKj\ othei, hating 
^each othei more than monW, W'ould yet, 
whenever occasion served, jom like a band 
f of brothers, against the people ; to oppress, 
grind, and insult whom they would regardas 
an object in the furtherance of which all parly 
anurositie<* ought to be laid aside. The 
Spaniards Inight well have been warned to 
simn this, the greatest of all political 
the mest complete of all disgraces, the in- 
famy ot iiifamios. ^-Against suffet ing a sys^ 
tern ot domestic plunder to be eitablishea 
the people of Spain might, in a proclama- 
tion of our king, have been cautioned; 
against sufiei ing to grmv up a, numeibaa 
onler in llie state, to be kept m idleness, to 
btf fed, to be fattened, to be pamjteied in all 
manner ot vices, by means drawn trotn ^ 
laboui oi^ the mduktiiiour and from cHo IMe- 





feribep: to 

inm jii^jr yn&m. govewjrtiep^t^iirliiaweT .flb* 
^ jarqi miglit'^^ ^tiU, at feMTfbej* gat 
power of pAtR^ 'S^osi^toP^aUxevery one 
wcmld <fei^ toi^y, tha^ thby oogbt not 


upon each * 
Itoois %( in- 
; induced. 


; to exist ; a^nst' b^cnhig i^pv 
’others against being made. i\ 

Iriguers aod tyrants i against 
for the lucre of those tyra 
end kill oiie another ; against^n shbrt)ibvery , 
thing which/ is held in abhorrence by a gpbd 
.co0stitution» like, for iusiance, that of £n^ 
gland. I'his would have been n wholesoine 
' lesson , to i ncOlcate in i he, mi nds of ^hc Spa^ 
niards) wKd nujrfit, have been 

advised, if they did ckwvt* any one' mah'to 
be at the head of the/ government, to cake 
special ,cai*e;. to '^choti a man of sense, ,flnd 
of real virUie, wjlat^ver might be ^^his 
origin^ of hjs former 'r«tnk s and to. take 
a jcobblef 'of this description, in .pfefer* 
ence to a prince, who shot^^ljlUjL potc 
foof or profiigat^, 








this tbighti i thinli'i^'V^ 

bat, Wat WMrjtfioaja be te 

^ ‘ lions, ^hicUf^t 


IT! /anyfwte:? ... 

nisb to idopt 

jftreir own adair\ ; .Experience bsli ' ^ 
them what "tbeitr late governmerit 


To .harrass*] should be left entirely to thet^lves^l^i 
An, ti: tb reject it; actd» j» 


totak^ ic agfiwn, 

this point in particulerr I' am fextrefi ^ 
anxious, that our governnient should be 
plicit:**--^There tyas, the otlier;dayr,%^^if 
itment droppdd, na it were acci;deljit'ew|/'^ 
the Morning Post,, that r^bdf .afefjp^e^^m^ 
which was this r that, if we „ 

1 I buj^ssistanee to drive* ihe '?Waclf ’0^^^^ 
the $p^i*h j^rt* of tbb^6d 
i jlnourboo must beedme" strongly a$ 
this country. ITiis is a yerjf pm 
timent, and very aJertmO^;' If 
notorioiii the editor not to havb acted, 

;^d, without authority 5 #bf, if wcf aM jb 


tidg 
thinks ri 
family oi 
years. 



the*!, as to their army, they might ha^e war fot the^kiog or i 
been most urgently exhorted not to puf ^egp y jly^iiMiikLaij Ld t1 
under the command of any one who haddis'»- tiiigsofroW in the 1 
covered a mind fitted for nothing but low 
end. pitiful arrangements and pur^its ; such 
men, whatever their rank in the army, being 
9^ hair-dresscrs. 

The wmlSiSf^^ particularly in times of 
such imports nee/ should airb«- fii<^ of great 
wisdom, and should be so regarded by the 
wbol^tiatioi}. There Will, of course, be no 
bribery and corruption, in 'Spaing at first, 
and, therefore, cotnmands in the army Will 
b^ot be bestowed upon silly booHSes, by way 
bf bribe to. their luliers; orother relatimts; 
and, 1 tfirst, that jiidthers and wives and sis^ 
rets and she -cousjts and kept-miatresa^: will 
|iavp very do in th^, appointing of 




appoint 

aoni^pder of tb^ir army, a mtforious^tink- 
fUE^'^bpwerd, a fellow the hisifdTy of. whose 
would be> t{ie . reverse of the <d4 
{n'ewerb;, and'wjbj^ mnjttp piiigh .5? one 
fti pair of^heels^U worth tWu^pai^^pfehpeads/’ 

' ^\in;-|lj^r':ooohtry;:^‘ 
of himi 
-the. epmmanddf 




ligh^f^dW 


WeaSft^d' 

Wpense of tbjf people of that 
not a single ejOTt to defend ttt no/nor^ti 
to'defend ih/titlds#. otider Whibh, th^ hg 
exercised thei| anihority, and M/if fifk 
f^m i!he labouf of the peofUe tl^ifieSibs.^- 
supponing' so Voluptuous a life/ 
firsjt surtfnons, thggjurrjmder.^ 
tb preVent!4jfi9^rJPtome^ firtA 
cure the enjoymentof luxuries to.the 
their days; they, resign their titl^. |nd.i 
ties ; they; TjVtgact, sell tbwpiiGpte *^^ ' 
to Qupnapartd Ipr the purpose of j 
a maintenance for themselves? ahd 
use.ihey tnaka^of tl^ name qf 
command the ^pla to obey ilietr enb^lf ' 
that is to^ say^ to’^eodhie slaves , a hg 
master^vritherntToaK^ T^us ii4, rthtS| 

th^ mpstHkbthe^insferof an effiti*: 
thf^rw^jih tbek catt^ if, , 

.thaei; t liayr yet _ beard of."' To' 'ei« ^ 
induce ihd> people; of Spain 
hlood^ .of 

an;^'t''bf-i)hph1talleled 'ihsplifnoeirur? 

■ tl^fefbre» ; ffie'''n,ch‘^papjBr, 
rafefT^r.nflt^ed^^^ 

;^)iav« f e'fn^tog, vrijtiput 


WWfjtK^ s$cy W%lp r Th& fto a' J^ 
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for the purpOso dr sereeniiig -him and his 
family’from otfiunA There js nothing that 
can be pleaded in excuse for his conduct. 
He 7Hiist be a miserable coward, But, such 
is the natural consequence of a luiurious 
and profligate .life. The man, whose time 
is spent aniongst drunkards and harlots and 
players and musicians, naturally and neces- 
sarily becomes base, in every sense in which 
the word can be taken. Such society would 
<K*grade the higliest spirit that ever man was 
born w'ith ; and hcncc it is, that, when a 
nation becomes generally clleiuinate, it 
touches upon the verge of its fall, from 
which it can be saved only by some gVeat 
convulsion, which, though it never fails to 
produce great suffering, does, at the same 
luUe, draw forth great talents. If this lat- 
tejr Vhould be the ca^e in Spain, that 
will be again great in the world j but, if 
convulsion takes place, there will be merely 

a, change of masters. To return, fof a 

ni^.jient,, to the speeches in parliament j it 
^Vas curious to observe the ctjquetry between 
Sir, Sheridan and the ministers, to whom 
ho offered bis suppdf??- His I 

must have laughed hearWy^ 

«thcy got hoffi€?*=»^l.iO^Ca!ith‘»^;ash contrast*- 
e'd the nohle uarnwlh^f Mr. Sheridan’s 
patriotism with the coldw^ of some others 
bf his parly. Aye, my loi^, but what of 
warmth did. utter? You liid nothing at 
hll. about the cause of ike p^ple of Spain. 
Against Napoleon you said* enough j but, 
xiothhlg fpr the people of Spain: Not a word. 
"What call^as there, then, for any plcdgeV> 
l^iipport ycKi, or Your intended meahurcs ? — 
And, since we why 

blttme Buonaparte in this outrageous man* 
iier ? Did we never before hear of invading 
and ov'efrunnii^ and concjucriug states 
which had not offended the ‘conqueror ? Is 
^iis the first time that we ever heard qf 
sovereign princes being dethroned by tln-»se 
with whom they in alliance, and to 
whom they had given no jmt f;a]| 3 fie of of* 
fepee ? Why, if ^ fanfdy of Spain 
Iiad^bcen carried away ^ force, bad been 
abut up in a dungeon, and had, at the end 
of a short time, been mnrdere<h we might, I 
ihiuk, recollect, wUliout much. troubles, iii- 
atances to, match such proceedings, ' 
leon has not, lliat 1 know, actually 
tWSpatiiards; he has. not >ent armed men 
heat them up in .ibe night, and to ta^e 
, eir money and jewels from them; nor 
^ in . the , inclulgpuce of tn&re tapnee, shot 
F ^y of them to deathi / ’Till He does this, he 
<i{pts not come^up to ccyrtaiii'base tyrants ttet 
we hate heacS and rtxsd t)fr It' is, to be 
[ sure, au abofuifjt^bie act of proBigacy to jpril<* 


tend, th|t the Spanish ro]^l family really 
wished to give up their kingdom to him. 
•To produce t^e old king’s Set ^abdication ; 
to produce Jj^aties made wit^im 5 to pro- 
duce any act af bis inf>prer>f ef Napoleoifs 
rii;htfV 4 l possession of Spain, is aboniinably 
impudent, I But, if we reflect a littio, we 
shall fibd hmi to be nothing more than i 
clumsy imitator at tliis work. He has not 
to boast ofttlu^ original invention j nor can 
ho, unrii he have- caused ihe whole of 
the royal family to be ' murdered, while, 
at the same time, he has been professing a 
tender regard for their safety, put forw'ard 
any claim to an equality with his teacheis 

in the noble sci^ttft^ Therefore, I could 

wish honourable\j^(‘nilcraen to moderate 
their expressions of Ipnsnre against tlie Em^ 
peror of Trance ^ orVat leasi, that if, upon 
searching history, t'hhy find other conquer- 
ors, who have been indnilely more base in 
assuming the scnxreignty of inde{>endent 
and unoifcRdhxg# stales, they will spare for 
them sojuif'^nion^ol^ I heir virtuous abbor- 
j — As to the pr 6 *bj¥)ility of the peo- 

‘•^le of Spain succeeding in driving out the 
Trench, I should fear that it w'as very weak 
indeed. The emperor has had time to con- 
cert all his me.i!>urcs. Th^ nobility were 
but too mucli like the court 5 ami, W’ith tlic^ 
natural leaders at honj^^i^ipsl thernj_jy'fn}c 
a powerful French army is riMUc of 

the kingdom, afncl while other powerful ar- 
mies aie pouring in, in eveiy direction, what 
are i lie people to .do? If there had a 
large German army at Paris, in jypi, the 
Trench revolufion would never have taken 
place. Noa^ertheless, if there should be $ 
pretty general sipirit of reactance, it will cost 
much lilood to Bubjugate^jbe counjirv ; and 
certainly our ministers dte doing ' right la 
sending off assistance to tn^r cyphers. Thai 
<i:in do no harm, and it mny**^^ good, ft is, 
*h5wever, a curious turn, which the war has 
taken, at Jai.t. We are now aiding a people 
against thedr sovereign. Disguise it hovv 
we will, this is the fact. The king of Spam 
has ceded his sovereigujLy to Buonapart 6 . A 
sov^ereignty ceded is a sovereignly rightfully 
posseted} and, 1 should like to hear the 
sticklers,, for the.law ,of nations’* attempt 
to show how it is that the emperor is not, 
at tliU moment, the rightful sovereign 
Spain^ Mind, 1 do not wish to liimtX'% 
doubt anj^ to Qur right to aid and abet the 
l>eople_df Spain against their sovereign; 
but J[ il^y,othat it is a curious turn 
tiiiie war: has taken at ,*Wo are 
war, by tlrn.side of 
potism,; Sind this .o^rt^nly 
^ thp qf liTM 
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1793- I hareioften had octeisityi to say, j ** robbed atid incited ^fls^oirie og, t}Ti^n^ 
that now, sip^e the eiiiperorship of Buona- | let us odd to, imtea^f SiminisWngjf ’Ifefi 
parte jook p^acef it is nnt (kmorrgty^ bni. : length of our spurs ; for the grater w 
^ despotism, thij; we have to Democra- j ** danger from without, the rtiofe peV^W 

societies tif/jjit wow, onj woutwl tJiink ! ** will be the subiui}--^ion w’ithii?/' 
meet with the countenance the govern- ’ deceived theniseivcs j and jtliey hav0 iWW 
inent. VVhat tliink you, my lord Castle- j found, that it was possible to nde with 
^'"Yeagh, of a democratical bocietj lor raising j iipnis so long.asto leave the j^eople notfiiv^Jb 
money to assist ihe patriots injJpaiii? The ; dr**n(l froiu withottWvl’hey had gut the peo- 
thing would be quite natur^laiid ytt I’il * plc*.s all, except thei*^ mere lives, and what 
' warrant, that the very men^jn of it will } could the Fieuch got moie? The French 
jiiakeso\ne people’s lectli charter in ilicirhends. could not carry aXvay the land or the hon^j 
—I have been much liuhU'LmI w' h Mippo- if they kilkd the people tlicy would have 

si lions as to what niust have passed amongst nobody to rule over ; iichafjgaof properly, 

flic divers sets ot otVr.o- holders in Spain, at they might make, but siill somebody mpst 

the disboKuion of tin; *)]d L^’crnmenl. How possess it j and, thep fore, after alh ' it w^Ui 
the placemen aat! i oners must ha\o only' the few, and piincipally those wlja 
•Stared at one anoi!ier,/w.hou tlicy .saw the li veil upon the labtSur of the people, 

«i(l king’s act of ali.liJ: ion ; for, they experience aiivverv serious suiferii^; 

ver could snpnosc.^^hat Xripolcon would irom the change. Nothing of tJiis soft 

continue to p.iy tUlciu. What an ' outcry appears to have occurred to the bribing and 
there must have been autougst all those, corrupiiiig genth'meu, nor to any of the^ 
w'h') had so long lived in i^Lj^VIj^tipon the bands of aumils and peculators, who 

labour of the geopli* ^c;on j u .^on besides, to have quite forgotten, that revdlige|ii 

amongst the ux gtiilicrci^ ! \Vh;tt vvrm^Fl^ not a very calculating pa.ssion, and that 

of hands and Ic trim, of Inir aniongst pi^k^d*to ffiftl^mity, care not jf 

blrumpets, w'ho were kept upon tlie taxes! ' l()ser**^*aiul lose a goo d deal toOJj 

And, if there were i'. Spain, any old intri- I for tlie •salgfcoi-sMiifcUuj^idwi'^^ inflictW^ 
guiug, battered, titled ha.r^, liic c jiistant •' upon those, by vvhfytfff^thcy have been loiVgj 
^defenders of peenlaif.'rs i.f t \ . ly dosci iprion, • and deeply injuu^espccially if the injury. heV 
howw lnn) fdlcn t^\;^>lil devils ma-»t have ; accompanied /vith insult, and the injurer, i 
hci'n'! see them now, the ii!i*iv- w'rappccl up ii/the impunity of office, laughs 

iiewed paint ‘it. eking in tlie wj inkles, their ' at tlio agoniJs of the injured. That the : 


•wigs uncombiHl, and ilicir I'clh hcailcrcd 
11 toilet, w hiif udii'in Ficiich giviia- 

dieis arc mounting the stairs, and upon ilic 
poinl of tortsing liicm out a.s so rnauv bun- 
dles of filth. Ih'Av it mil'll h iv^SfciU’i'-'c ! the 
pi.o[)le to oee the Ijfunble arid mouiului iool:. 


S,mniards wilV soon find themselves beset 
with new aumils and p; curators, new bri-^j 
bt’rs and coiTuptors, new* robbers^nd insuU* 5 ^ 
CIS, I h.ivo little d(Hij)t_ Btuffc they will 
have seen ffu* enemies,; y 

and, it will, at any rate, he sonifi 


of l!ious:inds and fiiaii.'jands of sn iry r i'icals, some year.s, before tiie new ones will bB j 

who, buTafewdlys before, tieaicd tlicni able so compjctely to oppress lh%ifj ns the*/ 

With disdain, ai^*iie same lime that ih'.y weie opj>resr>c(Hi>cfore. Thai part of tyran-.- j 

werh living u/)n the fruU oi their labour. , ny, which comes into every iiian’» hous^’; ! 


With disdain, al^nini same lime that ih'.y 
werh living u/)n the- fruit oi their labour. 
All jlhe.'e p«.-nple, and all the nuineious 
swarms of i.uquies and strumpets whom 
they kept to a-.lmlni.'iter to then* pleasures, 
iTjn.st now iabuifr or starve. They wull ail 
pass now for jc.st w li.it they were worth, and 
no more. 'J’hey will not work,«lio\veverj 
they will thieve, and then they *will be 
hanged. ^U’hc'C gentry thought, doubt- 

less, that they were secure in their enjoy- 
rftents for life, 'i hey saw the mikcry of the 
people ; the)'^ sSaw tlieiii writhe nnrfer the 
torment of being obii<p>d to siibmir, in silence?, 
to extol lion and phmder j but, they -said to 
llumsdves, ** Jet them wiithe';^ for they 
cannot>leslroy out" authority, or suffier«it 
*' to .be destroyed by France, without expos- 
lOg aU property to d«u uciioo. 1?o,r iheir 


weie opj^rcsM'cTbicfore. Thai part of tyran-.- 
.•ir lauour. i, ny, which comes into every iiian’» lious^-; : 
iiua;c;ous*j and aifiirs, is a lon^ while in growing t6 • 
jts whom f perfection. Jt creeps, by .slow degrees,;' 

r.vpr n pg f h*> aCCHrScd ivv doCS Ogcr 
tile oak. As it the shoot, it , 

stronger and .stnmger ni tho stem. Facte 
new act of tyianny siioiigtlions and coniirr{i4 
all that have been enacted before. ^ Butji 
when once the whole is loosened and lofj| 
down, though it may grow up again, 
growl h must be a work of time; and, fjC|' | 
the interim, though in the midst of, couyuf^ S 
sions, men enjoy something like frcedt^l 1 
Though the bribers and robbers, in SpiSttej'" I 
did notreason in this way,, the peopIUvilJIliit I 
Instinct would teach thent this. They kne#^; | 
the^Je/^, ihaFthey could not cdiaiig<i fhr | 
worse. ‘Their bare live‘s weTc all that they: | 


lOg aU property to d«U uciioo. IFor iheir j worse. Their bare live‘s weTc all that they: f 
oWn sdtesfth^refpre^hey wiil^abmic to be j^had ieft^ and those they we, i<^' naturally 
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disposed to ^tuijp,for pmcrval^ion of a spy. Mr. Fox seems to have been afraid 
thatwhichha(l^e(wcedtb(iH:ilto*)Such 'amise-- of obtaining proof of flie iricX; and Mr« 
rablc state. To tern^ a people with pictures Roscoc^ even now, careiHU)hpbstams from 
of danger from without, and to rob and insult ^saying any upon the conduct of Taltey^ 
them under the security derived from that rand, as to niati^ qons^ious apparent#*, 

terror, will do for some time ; but, it will ]y, that (he liss is saiu alaiSut it, the better, 

not do for ever. It is notin the nature of the I did not wish to fix upon the memory pf 
human mind to entertain terror for life. When Mr. Fox tile scandal of having been the in^ 


it becomes familiar, frris no longer terror, 
and then, woe be unip those, by whom it^ 
has been excited, and who have theieon 
depended for impunity. 

Ma. lloscoB AND Mr. Fox. In ano- 

ther part of this sheet, will be found, in a 
letter from a conespondent, a postsciipt to 
a .new pamphlet, which, it appears, Mr. 
Boscoe has published relative to the conduct 
of Mr. Fox in the affair of the Passy Assas- 
sin. From this postscript, it is madfstdear 
(for 1 will not doubt the word of Mr. Rosfecf^ 
respecting the documents and the informa- 
tion of Mr. Jlrooke), that the prcteinied 
a^l^sin did leally come from France, and 
waS^eist out of the countiy, in about three 
WCeKs afterwards. Mi. Koscoc now cries 
calumny.'* to myself, to whom 

he evidently alludes, T 
invention wa^M r . Fox's. I never said, that 
"1 believed it tolB^ ^ii(^ 3 !^' 0 Tl-ttpondent of 
mine did say that he be\^d it j and, cer- 
tainly, (he thing was so inch^lible, as a real 
transaction, that any one wV fiee to form 
his op’nion tespcciing it. What I said, I 
still say : and, that i®, that “ Mr. Fox 
must have seen through the trick j or, at 
the verjj bes(, he was the duj'e of Talltf- 
rand.'* ^This was what I s.nd j and J 
should nof fat^n asserting, 

that, in not exp&ng the vH^irick, Mr. 
Fox made himself a iort of accoiiiplire in 
it. Mr. Ji^scoe makes no attempt to shew, 
t/ia/ Afr. Fox fHiffH to €onsid€red the 
wan as a real assassin, Hesays nothing to 
convince us that if was not a trick of Tal- 
leyrand 5 and he wiIU please to lecojlcct, ^ 
that that was the main point foi him to clear 
up. Mr. Fox coqlcfn^iave in office 
mwre than a w cek assassin arrived. 

He was dispatched the moment the news of 
the change of i.nnistry was received in 
France. It was evidently a dirty tricji j and 
it wRb Mr. Fox’!i duty to expose it, instead 
of gi'ing it countenance. Why was the 
man huriied out of the country ? Why not 
have kept him here^ till an account pf the 
whole plot at Passy had hem unravelled ^ 
till its existence bpd been proved ? ^ If 
T^leyrimd could have sent over proofs of 
the existence of the plot, )hen the iwan 
might have been sent off} otherwise he 
eogjit to have ^en consid^r9d ^pd treatild as 1 


ventor of juch a paltry rrick, but, it was* 
my duty, m answering Mr. Rascoe, to ex* 
pose the tncA itself, and to take the shinh . 
off that eulogium which he thought proper 
to bestow' upon the grcMtness of mind of the 
man, who was either an accessary to, or the 
dupe of, that trick. 

Mr. pALMtu^- ^There'is, I perceive, 

a cominitree forml^jd, in the House of Lords, 
i for investigating cAiain cii cum stances, re- 
lative to this gentleit^n s clvni ; and, frona 
what has dropped, A am inclined to fear, 
that the decision of tirej-rouse of Commons 
w^ill bo rever'^ed. 1 he spirit of “ the great 
man now no more" is mighty st»ll ; and 
niightv uptil a mateiinl change 

''< 0 f the nature of Mr. Palmei’s 
of the juMice of it, enough was said 
in my foimei article upon the subject} and, 
indeed, ihe*ie ib nothing thaj can be said to 
procuie him jubiire. if what has .dieady 
been said be not sufficient But, what is 
the most gi ating to one, is, to heai ilia sum* 
due 1(3 this irentlemairiTpMi^ijQiiW'!^ " 

mous, and the paying rt it as a waste of 
the public money, while not a woid is said^ 
of the th jusaiids and huiidicd* of lhons.yids,' 
which aie am n.illy paid ont of the l!3xes to 
i'lnecnie placeniLii .^iid pciwioiieis.— — Loid 
Livcrpoc»l is^ Collector of the Customs with 
a nion‘'n ofifs s.i]aiy ; Lord Ifawkedjury has 
four thousand pounds a ]L'ar, as Warden o^: 
the Cinque Poitb, while ira has stili mpic att 
Sccieiaiy of State j Lorc^ Auckland has 9, 
large pcij'^iori himself, dnotb.^ for his wifCj, 
^aiui hi-» Sill) has many ihoubjiids of pounds 
a year, as one tiie tclLrs of the Lxche- 
quer, hib gams keeping peace wdth the 
increase of the taxes and tluft distresses of the 
people } Mr. Ko&c is in the receipt of immense 
sums ao^ii^plly from the taxqs, and has taken 
care tObhave one of his places (w'otth four 
; thousand a year at least) settled, in reversion, 

I upon kis son. Bul> the Ji-.t w^ould be end>« 
less. A committee was appointed, upon aq 
amended motion of Lot d Cochrane, to make 
out, and Jay before pailiament; a list of al^ 
^(he pensioners and suuqure placq-holders. 
This list has jnot, I believe, been yet laid 
before the House. Tw,o sessions have passed 
siRco it was moved ^for, and oid^red^. .*By 
the he]p/)f this list, w^e might aflford 
public some^ amusing. infoimatioo.^. If 



)nd ^{a Kit belbte ua^- «^''in^t,W‘ab^ to . 
mitice a striking Strait between tlb^ gtahts. 
tobjhewfor «lbihf not*--— “ * 
to.the‘payki^ of '‘' 

e*irned,. 




of Mr. P^l^ve^^r' Miat hV 
\ wbicili is^s much his 
due a$ the wag^ of 'a jdurjieyman are' his 

awfs oa a Satarday night. Mr.' Palmier 

was a man |oo much merit and spirit to* 
* profit in such a concern^ engagJl with .such 
people.. He .should have learnt |o lick spit* 

. tie, and have drilled himself crawl upon 
his helly. This lie could nit do: well, 
theii, he should have kept his invention to 
himself. What has he obtained ? A life of 
vexation, from wbicli' he might have 
been free. He has not tbe^.f ul/ic to blanie. 
They would cheerfully p?y hina, and save 
the money by the redtlbtion of useless ex- 
penses;- :.lf he chose y, have dealings with 
the i’Uts/that is no faw of the public; They 
would rath^'pay hijirthan pay pensions tp 
I?ady Aptilcliind and tholike ; but, if he chose 
to confide iri “ the great man now no rftore/* 
lliey are not answerablg for 
N. B. I have teceiviti a 
ipining an eulogium on Mr. CoKe, of Nar^js 
folk, and, as I have no objection to an 
cnloginm of that gentleman., 1 shall insert, 
^■jtin my next Number, if I have not room 
'for it in this. If possible, itshallbe inser- 
ted in this } but if the indexes^ &c. which 
► rwMsf do not lea%*e 

room for it, I beg the writer to be assured,, 
jhat no further de^y shall tako^place, 

June 3*4, I80g, ^ 

MR. ROSCOC AND MK. FOX, 

Sir, — As a constant read^of your 
jourijal and a friend to truth, J reJjtlest your 
jnserlion of the pjIstcript to a late pam- 
phlet oT ^Ir. Ro.'.^’s, entilkd^ Remarks 
qn the Proposals mcide to Great JSrltain for 
opening l^egocjAtions for Peace in the Year 
J8()7«** — I confidently rely upon your < 
candour for insertion of this, as I think it , 
only just, that the false insinuation of your 
. correspondent should be contradicted in the I 
same journal which gave ^,it birth. — I am. 
Sir, — Am Admik£k pvMa. — New^ 

castle upon Tyne, June, ^ ' 

POSTSCHI^* \ 

Perhaps there never wnsv aii‘1|i|tai|be of 
iBore gross and unfoundai calufiiny than 
Iti a recent attempt ro a8porse;:.the memory, 
and impeach the veracity of tl^ late Mr. 
ipox, by insinuating that the proposal made 
to hi na respecting the assays' nation of the 
j^reneb ruler^ as related by him in his Ifttpr 
to M^/KdiTeyfand, was a storyvfabfi<^ted 
by>.)iin^eif, for the purpose ojT'tbrlnging 
pa^^^datipn with Fiance. ^ Tbe 



immediate 

( to , / 'pipi^' 

fidse1^e/tioi^;?i^ 

allude i "anf f= can 
pose 'thal^knyof rby riders 
evidend^^^tbati* . what is .contained 
Fox^s letteir; of a fact,, with ligard & wti^; 
his charact^ir Shd veracity are 
the malicious and wapton ' 

,xvhich have been made against hinii 
that no. possible doubt may .feeteafter rema%.'i 
as to this transTiccion, and . for the 
refutation of these 'senders, I think if. 
incumbent up!?i) me to state, from /tpd^'^i' 
putable authoi ity, that t here exists evtddh^} , 
in documents at :lie AUeii Olfirc, of M 
arrival at Gravesend, pf the person hiin 
.and describefi in Mr - Fox V letters jj of . 
ajpD|kation from that place. for an ui} 
'wee with Mr. Fox ; of his private itt ^ 
view with that gentleman at his how^^i 
Asilington-stre«^t , of Mr. Fox’s ordoi>; 
the first instance, to send the Prene^j 
out of the kingdom, and of hjs .sol 
revocation of that order, * in 
J of which the iiitenda^wassin was detai 
^*in*fcist0d9?"‘*^hre(f. weeks, and was i 
embarked at a 

bound forTiusurnTJlSW^^ these 

ficuiars it isaddedT that the j>ersou ,w|(iE|k^ 
accompanied tb^renchnmn to the iniejf/’ 
view with Mr^ox, and w.boacted 
his directions; in the measures taken 
sending him of the kingdom, 

Mr, Brooke, who yet holds 4 he same. sIfiuaW.) 
tien in the Alien Ofiice, as he «fid 
the administration of Mr^ Fox, Jl 
will be wholly, unnecvsf»aju^or 
any thing^fiirther in vmaicai’ 


& 


di.stinguished ch:iracter, 
nant and foul a charge. 


ndicaiion- of ; 
against so ' 



MR. COKE OF NORFOLK. 

Sir,' — ’ As 1 am a constant readeF 
your Register, I bdteve there are few sp ^ 
jectsthai eggpe my observation: certairil^J^^J: 
none of tmSewhicBj ^ntdn your sentiment'" ' 
Although I may dmer^TfSm von ill oprni|| 
relatijle to .some of them, yet I cannot a 
expressing iny thanks for the pleasufct, 
inl^iflnation [ have frequently derived^ 
yodf labours, and- what in my iniJKl'W jjfl 
.vastly more importance than indlvtdii^':^|p 
terest, the concern ydu take in the;.^ 
fare of the community. dcmandx‘s!ti|i;i^ 
forcibly those thatiks ; ’ being likisi.^ 
self only anxioui ta bebold the prpspdril| 
my native lai^ .Ijf it!be,?r«m»rke4^by ' 

. wlm never will eoincide!\vii^y(io, i|ipff( 
y9P ,contti|ue to speak the , 
ijf&tqnai attacks are gfteii tddi'lSn" ‘ 




iWi] 

what they fe?m unpardonable,* your friends, 
Sir, will do 3VA the justice tp declare, that 
no one more readif)' contradicts an assertion 
which has Seen founded either in niisrcpre- 
sentuiion, or from not being perfectly ae- 
iijuaintod vviti\ him concerning wliom yon 
arc speaking.' That rank or fortnno should 
prove no shield 10 the dcgrr.dinj act-: or 
those x^s.io are placed in deviired siiu*.ii.in;?, I 
• perfectly agree wii-Ii yon, and that su. Ii n» 
ittirror as your cxiM-j to afford to 

public character', the o|'p:jrt«itfty of .‘•t'Mug 
Ibeir fanlis and tliLir vicvs, i eondder .* 
most fottur.iitc eircuuisl.ru-v, l.;r th.c po -nlc 
Blit, Sir, a-j you j ijxM' td’ I'li.'.i g 

for jour niotlo thru luosi adiu’rai.le st\.\ 
Hence — ‘‘ Xothiiig to cx'a.muUe nor h: 
down anghi i:j malice,” I fccrconviiuxHl you 
will be o'nligcd to .1113 of; )nr tend? 

point uiir i!Ki‘'e mi^rukt you lufntalv 
^ tioually may have couiuiiifcd ; or, cien it’ 
you sltou'd still retain your opinion, wiuf i:i 
iSMOly argument \^ill dilVor fioin jou in that 
dpi^ton ; leaving it to the public to cot: vet 

<ir cob firm the judgir-cnt of luhei. C):i 

reiidingyour UegisT^f^’ the Mav. 

WaS‘ greatly aitoni'-hcd soin<>'w^f^i.'ks 
«4;rtiich ^ F IVorfoik, 


fOimCkL^m'iSTER.^Mr.Coke. * ' [lOfti 

— disregarding the interests of the ^ople. 


and only shewing a desire Ip enrich iherh- 
i solves Ihe^xpcnce of the country ^ — ?irst, 
j Sir, consisting Nlr. Coke as an Agripujiu; 


and if they were nor 
him, his tonaids, and 


^tively addfau'd to 
gthcr gentlemen 


who have exerted eveiy liui\Ld)lc endeavour 
to encourage* industry, rewr^d labour, ami 
|»roih()te the general good of it lie kiuedtun, 
’ they, were ovidciitly written evith thj inten- 
tion of beiijg vpliiied to them, and solidy to 
them. I ^h:ill not, Sir, at tliis time procc^ .1 
t6 state to^ou ihe^.-dvautagcs which J consi- 
der ha\^e arise:?lk)in the tormatipii of agii- 
eCiltoral societies composed of tiie ■ most 
learned men we can boast, and of the best 
practical, ^iberal^and enlightened cultivators 
of iai^d : hut, it is ruy wish fiTmonli^ 11 some 
of the most prominent trails in the rhar irier 
of Mr. C'dce 5 tliat any false iuiprcs«-ion 
which may have been Siadeon the minds'of 
that part of yfuir readers khouf 

Mr. (loke, may heariluAvhich witli perfect 
truth is aclvaiicetl itilns^iise.— -Thus, Sir,, 
an opportunity will be atlbrded to you, ami 
to Uiem afterwards, to declare, whether or 
not they consider Mr. Coke to be deserving 
\ foat public testimony of esteem tlie inhabl- 
f tants of Norfolk have so long bostoNs^ed in 
electing hi in their representative ; whether or 
iK»t be may "be truly said to icign in tlu; 
IreatW of his tenants and his friends; whe- 
ther or not h@ has deserved, although be ne- 
ver received, those inaiks of distinction ron- 
iftjred 00 many although theywcrecoh- 
^RpTcuous for.'tlftir elimiiy to patriotism — a 
^thorouj^ epatempt fgr the laws of the land 


rist, it wijl uecessary-jr) recall the atten- 
tion of your readers to the .state of the county 
of Norfol!#, previous to that gentleman’s be- 
coiiiing till propiictor of tiic iniraense tracts^ 
of idiid liJnow possesses; and which, I. be- 
lieve, woiid have woiii a very diiftTcnba.s- 
peef, hadaT|y other person inherited them/ 
te-ii.'l ’lice of Mr. Coke but a short pe- 
iiod beiore was n barren sj«oi ; the lands 
:irf)iuul scMivvly to bo lermed cultivated ; the 
,v.-'fatest p.ut of the western di.slrict con.spi- 
loju.s loi- its l^owtb of rjx; the race of 
sheep .siieh UHg the bleeders of that 
annual; the fai me V who imbibed all 
I lie system of ihc cciHurv, rind 

rcMh^'r emulation encouragement ’pre- 
vail'd. Although, \\^cn Mr. .Coke 
came the solo manager of lii.s property, it 
Riay jus^.^(i,/>aid, speaking tiguratively, 
t hat thto T S^S^aiiou^ ‘rfone^of ibe fabric was 
yet It w .'.s ullto him to rc.ir and com- 
^d*-*re the iu)Mo ‘uri'eture. More cpraptur \l 
with the Solid Cv;mti>r!.s of doixiestie ufe, 
than the tr.u;/ira:y joys ob*^ained in com is 
and palacxs, Mr, Coke doVotod, his time to 
two of tlie most lundable pin suits winch eai^ 

( luuigo the atleiUion -ot mar. — ihe inc rca->e ^ 

of his own property, und^tllHrippi^^^ of 
tbohc by wliom he w^ts surrounded. Wliije 
other dislingui.'jhcd cliaracteia were lavish-^ 
ing thousnnii.s a td fccns of thousaiids^irtr ilio 
gaming table; on the tint; in empty ])a- 
radc ; in di.sgusling ma^qnc-rades and u.so- 
le.ss roi«»/»s^^tf*be was inviting to liis house and 
conrtii;g the .society of mferi, the most repu- 
ted f)r their agriculturaaknowlcdge. Ila 
bouglit foV the first breeder ^ 
description : he attendci 
management and inipvuvcmefij of a flock of 
•dOuO sheep ; and the mo.-t ingenious manu- 
factuvers of their p.aiduce were ever wel- 
come guests at his hospitable board. Mr, 

Coke’s invaluable T.ibrary, thrown open ta 
all his friends, edntained every publicalioii 
deservinjj i^ie notice of the farmer; and the 
superior*^ informa^n which from such va-‘ 
riou.s .^nrees he 'had derived, was dissemi- 
nated on eveiy occasion, and that at no small- 
c?tpence, if the printing works on lilJagfi' 
were alone considered. One day in every 
week WMS giien up by himself and his fa/ 
mily to oblige tho^^e that chose to examine 
his garden^ his nurstuies, his parks, his 
fai'iUs, his mniierous bieeds of miflb, his 
nt‘w»Iy inv^ited implements of everySfescrip- 
lion; and*he add^td to this gfatific^fi^O ■ of ; 
the Jirisitof^. dov' uenlUuinfi: dl£m 


of siocl? of every 
himself to the' 



mi\ . 

every yoocn in hb princely ab^e. ^ Three 
days 'were also annually .^ppoin^ed for g*^f^ 
ral ihspeciiou, aod^for ihorsale ijr the ItUing 
of sooh ‘stock ,\is ojf tri il weie fi^nd'to be 
€l«! adapted tw diffi:rent Aoils of the 

kingdom; but more especi.iUyftiose inNor- 
jPolk, and to obtain knowled® with the 
mode ofbenefitiugpoor thau- 

^and pounds were every year devoted. The 
motto which Mr. Coke chose wfcs “ live 
•AVD LET LIVE and, determining to render 


his tenants independent yeomen, he granted 
long leases, and on such terms as Im knew 
must induce them, far their own as well as 
his sake, to enhance the value of his estates. 
He erected them houses fit fi/r the residence 
of geiuleincn, and all the external buildings 
were not to be snrpas^d for convenience. 
Vast sums were expenAd by Mr. Co*ke in 
the purchase .of the m<]^t elegant and cfwily 
pieces of plate given to stimulate industry; 
and, while the farmer him.seif with honeft 
pride displayed suf'h well cawed ^yrizes, he 
bad the additional nowing 

that his arable ian^ was becvimc J 

dilative j that his breeds of cattle, parlicu-* 
larly his flocks, increased in number and in 
quality; :ind tuar his servants weic reward- 
ed because they were patlqrus of industry 
^ud^ integrity- His wife aho bad equal pride 
ill shewing that thejna,»agemenl of ihecon- 
cern-s witnit^d\ioi\ was eqijal to that without, 
'and her maids received public gilts for their 
good conduct, and tire extraordinary pro- 
dcicea^^lhe dairy ; as weli as the shepiierds 
for their fostering care of the lambs and the 
ewes, — the encouragement of Planting, 
Mr. Coke paid particular attenii^n^ esjic*- 
cially to the growihlaf the oak for iTie use of 
the, navy, where ir could be raised ; and in 
his own dbmain, .^midst 6t)0 acres of orna- 
mental and profitable wood, i.s his mansion 
embosomed, JVilh years of toil, and with a 
fortune which might have supported even 
princes, did Mr. C(dre alter the face of a 
yfhole county. One hundred thousand acres 
of land were, by hU exertions, brought into 
jgaklvationi Tlie barley and turnip system 
was introduced, layers were regularly sown; 
and, in oad- of the largest districts, Vhere 
before , only ryp was seen, astoni^ing 
|»fekdths of the finest ^he&ta were now an- 
bfiaiUy 'groW. This larger portion of the 
iastenancs^ of human life, supported the in- 
Ireasing population. Heaths 'hitherto bar- 
|fen, groaned* for the, sickle and the scythe; 

bouses, and stack yards fq)} of corn 
e^ery whgjp ^pi^ared ; in q qnc^ des^i*!^ 

flier, glad- 
gratefo] m^ind ea^^llv 


‘ good, and conferred happinOiA a^^ 
iiot only on indiviefoals, but whole 
j^and generatiOns.--^But, evfei then, Mr. Cdij^: 
saw diat one great evil still remained, an 
more to be di*eaded in Norfolk tliatv^aii^ 
county in i^gland, from the lightness of 
soil ; this was the poverty of much of the 
lands, and most of the low meadows, and 
mai>iics. If the turnip crop failed, (the 
h Ji folk farmer’s great resource) what were 
they lo do under these circumstances ? or, if ^ 
sub<ktitures were found, they must have. 
be?u procured at a great expeilco. Mf^r 
Coke had the medication to fiiid tlierb 
were ninety tiiousand atVes of land of thi»* 
unprofitaldc description, and the value ^ 
great part of it entirely destroyed bf ': 
the constant inundatinns of the 


J[I‘hepirft)rc, he first selected and brought tdV 
hifmousc from a great di.'itance, one **" 


most able engineers, who was also possessed ' 
of )fast geological knowledge (Mr. William ’ 
Smith, mincr.'ilogi.si) ; and in a short tjn^^ 
considering the magnitude of fhe cotram// 
he recovered fort^-Jhe thousand acru^mtifir' 
“‘be. power ^)f.. the (rkWiTTh ocean, 
r<:ging«t)t^liaa hiftterto been deemed isf;e<« 
bistable to ibe nrt : '4nd^ 

this mighty tmdert^Sfg^w^is accomplished 
for the small little more than twot 

thousand poun^ and lo effect which the* 
lowest calcularfon delivered by those pte**, 
viously employed to estimate, and 
weie Cinisiciefcdi very capable to judge, froitf" 
their ofhcinl sitnations, amemnted W nmSl^' 
thirty -Jive th.omzDd: and thus, thTongti't^;; 
means of Mr. Coke, ijiibc^ngWnstartcb;' 
a saving to^he county ofjpSre ; 

.thousand pounds w'as obtffi^ned. The same ' 
gentleman (Mr. Smith) was employed to-j 
render the gravelly, q;)d useRws lands"'' 

on Mr. Co!4e’?\states, naore productive;', 
and, by drainage and irrigation, convefllfUg 
them into wate^ - meadows, they were tnade ^ 
•more profitable than even the otde^and 
best piisturgij- Mr. Coki», for this tmly spU ; 
rited example (whi‘c!|::^isi m mediately adopgl* 
ed by many landedl^prdjmefors' to a cohS-^';; 
derable extent) was present^ by tbe 
of Agriculture with the gold x^edal. 

Smith, for his masteriy style in coni} 
suejh works', was honoured by tbe.^ 

Arts with a silver medal ; and, for his b 
this subject also publicly received 
of their membersi That ^ch^a^bfi 
and incredible Imt^rbvcmentB tni^. 
rapidly spread thrbUghout the co®^ ' 

Coke,' to ifidpc^ hU' tehaii^ .bbd^ ^ , 
occApipra pf l^ds 
Labour^,' adj^ually /gavla 
prplafo^ and tiherad |^coiub!|i| 
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laxgt trACts of swuibpy Ituids, \irhcrb ibo 
men walked \ip to their kftees in water to 
mow off the rushes^ W^e ^drained and fer-e 
tiiized even to the gfowmgoof com. Some 
of a sterile dnd more b^gy nature ^ere 
made 6rm ; gnd oatulal and artificial gras&os 
enriched the soil : ihany which befo]*e would 
not bear a cow fior ffted a sbecp^ yield- 
ed from two to three tons per acre> of most 
excellent food; exclusive ot the large quan- 
tities of stock, maintained in the ^p'lng and 
the autumn; and off others, immense crops 
of tarea and }>ulse wcie harvested, uhich 
bad bepq dibbled on the surface Jt i<» like- 
wise in contemplation, on a most judicious 
plan, to propose to open a navigation through 
the ttjterior of the county, that a fiee com- 
munication may exist between the two prin- 
cipal seaports; ot, at least, that it fh<\y but 
carried through part ot the distance, whbio 
Hdoes not now extend ; and, which may ea- 
flly be effected in a manner most bencTtoial 
iii^the inhabitants. Thus, the labour of man 
(|il^ beast is much decreased; thcpioducc 


of"lh;i land greatly increased; agiicultural considered in those various public and 

privai 


implements imp/^ml, be yqqj^sci iptiui 
ntid a brilliant example hffs beensbwrflf^wor 
the 1 ruagyr^l jgdlord. But, 

•ir^ when at the atimral Privity ol the sheep- 
shearing at Holkham,^K|behold thousands 
Cif peo^e witnessing a sAne that is not 
JXWOWK fiLsewHCBb, whe\ I look around 
me, and discover the most scientific men lu 
the empire, assembled to gwe and to gUain 
information ; when I see Mr. Coke's tenants 
9ru geni^men of enlightened minds 5nd 
liberal ei^icarioi>’ /ellow labourers in the 
lame vmeyanfwl associates for sucb digni«> 
fie<l chara< ters, ft the dukes * of Bedford# 
lord Thanet, lord Someiville, sir John Sin* 
Clair, Mr. Art Imr Young, &:c. h.c. ; when 1 
behold foreigners of 'icnk fiom va- 

ThHM parts of the world, and hear them ex* 
datm, as I have, that wc petty monarphs < 
** of link states, could have founed no suchi 
ideas ; " when 1 see Mr. Cokg^t hts table, 
stirrounded by five hr-^-^ . _ 


MW. .If these men fmm whoa 4hM 
respect and love are obtained can be termed 
kqpves cf fools/* for Ixprening \heir esti- 
mation olbuch a patriot, why then, prowl 
|r ^ on this oeeasion, to 

the one or the Oth€r,‘--On 
I could add a great deal more* 


may they m oi 
title of eitrtftr 
this subj^t. 


but, less ^ could net well say. Belatlveyto 
Mr. Coke's political conduct ; has he not at 
ways bcch consistent ? What was U duiing 
the American war ? Did he not then re- 
ceive the thanks of the county, for his pa- 
triotic proi eediDgs ? Pursue him through the 
whole career of his parliamentaiy duties, 
and say, wherO he has been inconsistent. 
Ne.ther titles* nor pomp nor power, could 
ever pui chase ms integrity; and the glittering 
useless baublbs of Mte sycophancy have been 
neglected for the xrlfve estimable, and mpie 
lasting, tieasures oi^G£i9BE\t. admiration, 
and uNUERssL esteem. As a husband, a^far 
tber, a mastei, a landlord, and a friend, 
it IS ne ed^pa^ ^r me to say any thing it\ Mr. 
CokeSlilayBK Ppiftt oujTO me such another ' 


relmj^ed < 
jBhxookui 


I ofsqch mert as 
1 UP 10 HIM with a 
fervor of esteeaa and degtee of veuefation, 
^ich Ki»r^a may envy, but do kot ok* 
g4l***-Why, then, if this, Mn OnbbetVk, 
wUt yon call ** ambitioB,^ weuM tn God 
that avany Eoglisman'e bosom glowed with 
tlie sj^Mjaambioofus hopes $ the same dfthw 
to be as much respected ; aind I should hbvi 
tiofi)arfor>£nglaiui*s safety^ ! If sucb B modw 
,o{ passing through lifgi be .called a proof 
of " Hftib jBlents,'? lumpy, in i»jr 
Me opioioni b e w$o possesses 0 iet« 
*1 ny to ipakli lhe' 

BtenUjk . 


i have named, wi 


private views in which his character is to be 
regarded ; and I will then admit, that the 
kingdom contains two persons, one of whom 
alone I believed toealst.-^Having> Sir, mere^ 
ly fuiiiDed what I thought was my dutyi 
(as a member of tliat; ^ cTetv of which Mr.^ 
Coke WAS ftOLiciTi* D to be the president), in 
stating my ideas, why 1 considered the 
attack on him unmerited, particularly^ by 
so public a writer, I trust you wi)^j;ciA«a 
me for having engaged so much of your va- 
luable time; but, weak indeed mutt be that 
cause, does not posses an advocate^ 

and truly degenerate thaf fraternity, amongst 
w horn not one appears to vindicate the dig- 
nified, consistent, and )manly conduct of 

their patron. Thomas Roope.— 

Lam Cottage, Norwich, Juke 9, l$08* 


TITLES* 

SiA;—- 1 am sorry to see that vour lata 
contests with the land-owners and 
has led Jbu to attempt the ^defence of the 
preseiit^Wde of taking tithes. 1 think tbnt 
even ail your powers of aigument will W 
unable, to 'coimitce disiBterested 
tfaeyfrre not; udder /the pfesent systetii,^e 
great bkr to fnUprovemenfs in agricultuimy 
and render inany of the clergy odiops id the . 
tyek of numbbjrs, who, under ether drcQtdv 
stances, would be friends to the establishe4 & 
church j 4pd 1 should that the cteigj^ ^ 

would wijiry readily egrik to a 
tfoD^ i fewf' #ltoye 





( believe wilUefl/ ; 4^1 
Uliat\flbfey are tt^t a gi^ater hinw^ « 
colt^ct^i in kind^ o|^d^a<lVatic< 
^ ippney-payment demand€f '‘ for 
When tby pn>d<^ increaseifbY itapei^ 

froif gjrorl^ 

^VSiuWer^ ta^en io'kind^ idr> you thiipc 

.46art4 if ’ auk 
tb^ose who have ae<®9 tbeJMetayefl? jTarjfna in 

France. In tKdsf ^ - - 

afel impropriate^, 



r- . . ■r*'*'* 

, » . . 6^; 1$, far, more 

likely to be beloved &y hi«416jpk* but tbey ap^ 
no less a bar to agricultural IfupfoVementa* 
If the. tithes we;c appropriated to .the pur- 
' poses for which they \were originally ^iven ; 
namely,, one part to the Aishop, another to 
, the repairing of churcheSj, another for (he 
support of the p&pr^ and the remainder fpr 
the support of the clprgymaii^ perhaps the; 
^''%ect of cultivators ” would not so loudly 
complain of their hardsliip, andi^ should 
not 80 often . hear of co^^ntry VtijJ^\ites be*- 
coming so ruinous ^as to*be 
celebrate divine worship in^ and that the pa* 
rishiotiers are wholly unable (9 repair itiem, 
being .chietiy tenants at rack ront, and 
greatly' bufthened with poor !**^Yoi2 ask, 
for what should new enclosures be 
e3lemptcd from the payment of tithes, for 
edine years at least ?*^* For wh^t } Because 
the owner of occupier ought to have the ex«* 
pense of enclosing fully repaid, before the 
tiftigowncr ought to touch the produce. In 
sFRcT^tt^ice he ought never to have more 
than a tepth part of the profit which the 
* land yielded in its natural state, qgd neither 
the church nor thepopr could justly 6orH|)lain 
of being robbed. If a man encloses, and 
brings into cultivation the lauds of another, 
he either has it retu free, of at a low one 
until it repays hiip, and if you had had any 
experience in inelosing, you would know it 
is not done, but at a very considerable ex- 
pense, sometimes greater tliaii'Jqnds even 
tithe-free ever repay. But it appears yon 
^are not acquainted with the practice of agri- 
culture, or you would know that wljere ma- 
nure is to be sold, and lands tithe freef and 
lands from wdiicli they are rigidly taken, are 
ecj^ally situated for receiving it, that fai'^the 
gri^ter part of it .will be applied to the 
fc^mhr, and thus '' the church and the 
pg6f would be robbed.” I wdl ask you, 
if you w'ere a hard-working farmer, 

' and could, at the expense of ninety-two 

K unds, and a good deal of ioif and la- 
ur, prprtife as much dung, rpad-scrapr 
iugs, waste earth, &c. as would} make 
four fiuffiU produce, a hundred pouj^ds' worth 


^ea^T^'yo'tj tp trf gSk" ' 

wb^^ y9W#30WdJay , 

reniaiB‘^i«^t'iir|tb; 'pH . 

of yoifr farm } f- Yonir aijswef to this 

will oblige A iro 

AQki.cvtTUBisT$.-^iybrte«, near 
J^he QtHi ISOS, A".. • 

’ P. S. The land;pwnew and farmers 4ii^ 
certainly very much .alarmed, lest/Ae# 1 s§ 
terests shtmld suffex byr^f^mg the distilh^ 
lion from corn, but I ihink^ott have 
shewn the fallaciousriess of (heir.argumeb^^ 
certainly, barley ^ndoat^are as lu^;uow^ 
tli^ can desire them to be : 
tbejur Opposition to it^arose from tbekait^Jr® 
bcfalitf of'senrirnf 9 lt ^hich 
" War ’* such a favdurito toast at tb^ 
market dion^, because wd/ 9 ^^ 

.some bad ha, rveats.during ills admlnistrati^ 
and the same cause luakps them- now j 
strenuously argue, that we ought, 
make peace so long as Buonaparte rgia isA? 
gome of tho^iess dUnnlogaaknowledge^ that 
they* &ink peace ^veuld iovw the priced 
epm ! lliey ar e^aJgoad o^JI^4>»ehe electonl 
of Honlton,'^ yffiSe proiptism ' you haye 
sketched so natuigify, end much resembji^. 
the independfl^ burges-ses V* 4>f a placA 
that 1 could namf, who have made so much 
noine lately, about their* loyalty, and who 
have so nobly pr(ji'cd their principles by ex- 
tolling those who have given 4hem a guineas 
and*half-a-crown for a vote, and (grading 
those, who only gave thamj^lf-a^g^ca* 


STirnNDIARY curates' BitL, - 

Sir, — H owever ditferent the Ibllowiftg" 
sentiments, on the principle of the Stipend!* 
ary curates’ biirhCw pending in parliament; 
may be from those which have been hither* 
<H} expressed by you, or your correspondents^ 
1) trust CO yonr impartiaVity to allow of thelf. 
appearance in^ jour Regi.ster. — So far as the' 
bill is expressive to ameliorate' 

the condition of curates, 'iTnas my most 'uo-;4 
feigned approbation. But, this approbatldfti; 
is coTifined to the wish 5 and it is mingloii:^ 
yvith the sincerest regret, that the meafiS/i 
intended to accomplish that wish, are hoi;' 
Onlly inadequate to their object, but tb^’ 
they are likely, also, to prove injimoof 
the publick good, sa far as the genedil 
dition and influence of the great 
• tlie clergy are concetned,— I shall, itval 
words, endeavour to explain these obj^l 
to tli» bill —*First the mean^ ihfend^tO' 
complish the wish of the; bUlf to improH^ 
the condltieh of curates^ are jnadequateto 
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the object p\oposcd. They a^e not^ indeed, 
inadequate It) increase the ^aUriea of some 
corates, though tws they would not do, con-^ 
aidering the very few hv’iogs comparatively* 
that are of the value to wHtch the bill is in- 
tended to apply, to nearly the extent suppose d; 
but they aic inadequate to improve the con- 
dition of curates, so as to enable them, as 
a body, to bee cnie better able to support 
that link in 80( loty, wlii< h then proles‘.iop 
entitles (liem lo move in. For, did even the 
possibility cxi»t, of jnoicisiii^ every rurary 
in the k njdom to the ‘•u ii ot * 250 a > t n , 
which IS iflticb more than what the bill pro- 
poses, or tlum an> bill can actoinplisb, wo 
should, in a very tliort tunc, see, nt 
as much distress nrnong tl it < 1 is-, ot clergy, 
lutendtd to be relieved bv the hnJ, as \\r do 
at this present tnr e Let us pmso a ino-^ 
tuent, and consider vhtt wonhlhe the ope 
ration ot the me? ns proposal ^ Wr n'<l it 
ifpot l)e to m Ji c * iiianv ipo»c t'‘rnu»«in»o 
t^lcr> loiiinow <’o, vvi.hont pi ite/oimnc. 
wl^ioul: connecti s, and uitljoiit any view 
to\ltuc preteuiicnl, inpiospectol the stf- 
pendm a c uiac)*** ICow the sum mentiqnetL 
IS perfectly jnadeqiiUif lo •supply even a 
»small ue of th lys, 

With the necessauKol RsjHcTihle snbbN- 
tente, but it would lie i f enoigh to 
prevail vMth rrany to\cniei into the 
dim eh, to enpi^- .iMe w^d, jm n ni hzc, 
and to evpnst ihcii‘j\cs lo th^ b id 
and seveie shuts, uhih^ ever) u u o* 
reflection in^ivi k»,ow to lo his k t 
who haittto nnmtain i fuii Iv^ ujon a»I i 
income ’ 

body of the ^iCi*gvr few nnv leccive hoi) 
orders on the nantew \ew ot tlu. rciuniu''i- 
tton they aie to rue tt r then servues, 
wbethewthey aic fi rtnn Ce en< ijli to hive 
prefeimcnt in view, <i wt^rth i they aie to 
take their tiiince in the \ leydd of then 
Redeemer, but ihc ni i]ority td»*n(Uis,», 
resting on their own pnv iti menns, chi^^flvj^ 
for futnie siippoit and iiiluned b) the 
gcnCMi respeetabdit^tr^ichni^TvJthe chin eh 
from the libe.al pfefl^y wdienby she has hi- 
thoiiO been disciplined. I^ct tLis poi cy be 
cramped, and, instead of that respeetdb Iity, 
which now attaches to the church, thiougli 
all the degrees of hei miriisieis, and which 
IS supp >1 ted In private fo» tune and honorable 
connetnion5, il would *<0011 be discoveitxl, 
that the inea^n’'e of the bill would material- 
ly injure the condition of the infcnoi cKigy* 
or, what i'^ piecist ly the same thing, it would 
hold foith to the inexpcnct ced a hope of 
wbsistcnie, it would cnco>M i«^e tlum to*en- 
W into the ftmreh, and to cNposc them- 
selves, m future life, to tly in. scries of those 
wh ) tuiU on S scanty c>nn.. ty to supply the 
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calls of a liberal piofes#ioi».-**-^Ifr^#fe'bd 
aify trflth in these leflextons, then 'it will 
follow', that the means# intended to be re- 
sorted* to, likely to provep’mjuriou* to the 
public gooJlsr* far as conetps the genewl 
condition an\j influence ot the great body bf 
the clergy^ Whatever tends to increase the 
visible distress of the clergy, will necessanly 
dimmish tbeir influence, and a division ' rf 
the iiiconn^ of the church, tb^t may operate 
to induce jtny to enter into it on a scantier 
pay than, iA the present inciease^d expences 
of living, would be adequate, will increase 
this di'ttress, ai)cl ultimately restrain others 
of mt 'c hbcial means from engaging in a 
pioffssmn which will be respected in propor- 
tion to the external respectability of those 
pcisons who aie in her services — 

'Jhe chuicli IS to be considered the post of 
honor, ana not of J^roht Happily, it has, 
hitherto, for the mojji part, '‘been so consi- 
dered. With exceptions, we have no nfTicr 
concern t^n to lament them. Look to the 
body You will see many 

in*i.n thectmifoiU, and elegancies of 
life, cm ^tes as well as incumbents, but veiy 
tew, in Iced, that are enabled to do so from 
thtir pi imcnts The truth is, tint they 
did not cn ti into the chuich fiom the nar- 
low V icnvs ot mere subsistence , but on more 
noMc and hononnble views, on feelings bf 
attaihment to the sicied piofcssion, on the* 
love of a hie ot eisi»and hisuie foi hbeial 
studies, and in the piospci t ot m« * ting wilji 
pencils enib liked in thr same prolcs*^Ln^«j 
the.'* ,eHts, respectable in family, ^^KlaboVK* 
deptidfncC toi snbsisttnco on the pay of 
then sci'^C'-s Ihc chiirih, indeed, iiot- 
V g 1 few glittering pieftimerts, 

whith allure as so many pn/m in her 
vlic'*^ isnttiilv unable topnyfort’e 
scivices she lequiics, even wcie her rev c- 
line*- <qnali 2 'ed, b) any cqiutable icnuniern- 
tiqn f< i expenses cf edccitioli incoried, and 
foi adv Hiuages which must be foresone in the 
ritru il piolession — But, such has hitheito 
be in the wisdom of her policy, that, what 
she Is unable to accomplish by stipends, she < 
has ctu^'lv accomplished, by what hai been 
calltd«ll)e 1 ottery of thcChoicb, by engag- 
ing the services ot most leanied, and most 
respectable men — If any one is pieparedjto 
«a) that she has not, then he and the wrvlet 
of these reflections arc at issue, and little 
irood could follow fiom prolonging or mul-* 
tip]} mg them. But, in the sincere belief 
that they have been secured, the object of 
these curably reflections is to submit a consi- 
ration on the impolicy of riskitlg^tbG fu'* 
tiire lov of such services, by adopting the 
measures of the bi#.—- 1 am, Sir^ J^our3, See, 
N.T.— June, 1808. 





•■'STIP.^Kl?IArv%,CllRATJBS. , 

i^raies* ^ct of the. 

the ilhkd was, as/to augmentation of stipend, 
anafagoiis to the Stature of Anne, which. 
ntj^c is^^pcr anmmi (lie maximum. . The 
wo acts intended m punishment for non re- 
sidence, and left much to the friscrelipn and 
benignity oif the bishops.-^— Ani, in order 
thht ,we njay more deliberately discuss 
the question, of residence, let it be re- 
membered, that the severjil anciijtit statutes, 
viz,. the y £d. Si. st. 1*C. S..ll)^ 2 lst. Hen, 
8 c: 13 /and the 25 Henry 8 , 0 . 1 (), exempted 
from legal penalty, certain persons there 
described : and wllai is the general priheipie 
of such exemptions? That certain situa- 
tions of high dignify, great re.sponsibility', 
well directed industry, 4 hd many of them 
requiring superior talents aad atlairimeuts, 
not omitting the cotisUieration of personal 
improvement ip knowledge amidst the lage 
"*» 4 ^exccssive ’rcformaV.cn, were legitimate 
pleas for non residence. When it servcji a 
particular purpose, we are re^^pifu’-. ! that the 
ordinary \vas not af^d is^ipt to pay at- 

tention (o tho>e exemptions, but X never 
heard that such a power was ever exerted, 
ancthcav'en.fojbid it e\cr should. Ixit us 
now proceed to the logrd c!b<’isiuns, which X 
shall give in snbsftmoe, afier premising that 
word wilful is a word which gave more 
platitude to a judge and' jury than they ‘ever 
took. It must have had an intentionally 
strong meaning, hut, except in cases of bad 
Jiedlth, was little attended to. Those reason- 
hononfnhle apologies which (he 
calls of ^private businc'vs, and private affection 
furnish were never ridmitied, and tfee word 


ses beyond the, stee the hving 
iucambept ^tfbiu ..my oWti knowJed^;^^ 
justice^ to his livrng^ by rcbuilduig.^vf^ 
parsonage,, buX resiifed, in house of h*A 
Anbther ineumbenV had family property amd,- 
a family house In. one of the most popolwi#, 
parishes in the Kingdom." the 

binmts say w liat loss they or the chui\;h 
tained, by his residing half a mile out of 
»^owm. Tins was so far from being lhe ‘Cfui|jg 
lhat they have expressed every degree of 
spect both before and after his decease.— —r** 
The ignis fatiins of hospitality has brought 
on a dctern)i nation that if an incunnboni, 
boards in his parsonage hou.se, be is not ng* 
sident under the statutes, as if single tneit 
could do no act of libc’ality, and aft If therq 
w'as no mctliocl of feeding the poor, but ibi 
the parsonage kitchen. It was also detet**‘ 
•mined lhat r.carness of residence would not 
sulHce. unless^ in (he respecrive parishejSu 
Th^s j\[r. Van Mild jrt and Mr. Bland, w^a. 
harr-*ssed, though officiating conscientiously/ 
and residing iif llic vicinity of their, ^pa- 
rishes. Such were the hardships 

legal decis ions had 

Nvhtch cendiniy dkl not arise out of the 
statutes^ but the interpr^dijHop/*.^^ them. ,Iu, 
old towns lire numerous, that' 

whoever resides in^any part of the^e lowiia 
is. sufficiently at Uind for the duties required/ 
especially if he fiave also an associate. — , 
When the hn6 residence bill passed, th<3 
clergy seemed in general to be sati-sficd, ha- 
ving had to combat wilii ihg rigour of the 
statutes, the still greater ligour Oi»JegaI ju- 
terpretutious, aiiil mostof aii with jjl found^ 

1 prejudice nod cl unonr -EtlTaiart Dlnn? to as* 


wilful Jo.st all its meaning. NoiS^i *he evil 
onci here. 1 he court*? decided that no one w^as 
statutably resident who did not reside in. the 
parsonage ’h(in«o, .and so Dr. Ibber.sou was 
ca.sr who lived wiihin a few yards of Jiis own 
promises. It wifs taken for granted that no 
clergyman would keep his parsonage in re- 
pairVho di'cJ notlive jn it. The use of pa- 
rochial visitations l.sthus taken away. But 

hospitafi/y is pleaded. Are parsonage 

houses then to become honorary inns, and 
Especially after the cslabJishmentf}l^>arihh 
iutcft, and the occasional donaiions ot every 
'who is competent to make tl^pm ? 
li^it the following two cases be considered 
common. A. Jias a living of ^Co or 
per annum. lie has also .private 
P^eriy, or whicii amounts to the same 
flimg, he puTcbnses% and build®. Could he 
justitV it to his family to lay, out*bandred.s 
lipon so, snjg^ll a life^ejjtstc ? For Gilbert’s 
would not allow hini above /st’l 20 or J 40. 
Ncitbej: ii«^ he a right to ^ularge the'^ptemi- 

•d 


sort from , -Hung acquaint^ce with several 
Jay dis*^ricts that the of unjustifi- 

able non rcMuc’iice vere revt r nuniiror.s nof 
flagrant. Jn part® of iho kingdom^ 

there are .small parij-hes and di endowed, ati4‘ 
if one clergyman hold two or three of the^ipf 
^and serve them aJ), lit^iuny Jo his duty very, 
Conscientious];- ; of whi^di I have knqwOj 
I iri'‘bv!t‘yoIe pvonfs. If tlie act of Xh« 
j 30 Geo. HI, ha<l coliiidffsed thc'^c as pet’* 
pfMn.'i ruracK*;, t-ilT lli^y were augmented to 
a valtfo which would iiave rendered thern 
bcncfic'S in truth, great advantage would 
have followed, patrons and oiliors W’oCihl 
have augmented sojoe which stand in nec4 
of it, sod any oi e of them might be posses-^ 
sed .by'Atl incumbent of a li^mg 'wdthottt 
vacating that living by cession, ^nd 
can only be resumed at an ctJ( rinoMs<\\p<?nc;6J'’ 
an expence often exceeding a whole 
incejme oftbe n*.jw pnfendud bcuclice»-^Mj^' 
Perceval has thought proper toii!;ay (bat 
ot the excuses in the Jsew RtsWtnce 4ct 



<Mgbttobave be«n «xchv)ed: .1b 
fmitiaterlal w)i& bts connii'ilora nrv> 1 1> 


L *i t..^ * 


tioniprto t>e 'inconsil^nt/iMHitl^ 
lufmn, dh whiVh <fe|)end ijriis 


t^fdoot to hdyy 1 enfy nditlter nor those and property ..^That if thf eMd bin 



ttfisocia/ef. The framed t>f the bill would *^becom<^]^rt df the general »ylfe<n hf(« , 
not Jntentionnlly insert any**t{img migaierv, for Great Britain, it would, lii the hamUt^ 
and no candid well^adi 5 ing person will judginem of «nir petitioner, 'grhatly add to 
thihk so. There is a class of men left to the the present dudUc' danger, by tending to in- 
lcindi>e‘»8 of the btshopS) of men, I say, who it spite the nation with fallacious hopes oisOC^ 

they do their duty, ate pronounced by the nty, while the systetn of defence wouldib rc^ 

general suffrage of mankind, to be t!ic most , ality be extremely defective> both in physical 


useful members of the cletital profession; 
i 1 mean, the instructors of youth. Haiti* 
/ hearted, indeed, nuisl that bish )p be, whe 
would refuse a letter of licence to such per** 
80bs« especially if their benefices W'ere inade- 
quate to their reisonable suppoit. With 
Impropriations belonging to laymen and cor- 
jborate bodies Mr. P. dares not intetfere^ 
The universities and Sion college are justly 
iticensed against him. If his proposal could 
ever have been just, which every thinking 

S ftU must deny> this is not the momenir to 
ake it, when ten per cent*, is taken our ot 
everf income for the exigencies of the Slate. 
nie\ v^ntes* act made an encroachment by 
allowing a'n''iyMhrary to ffcence a curatx?, 
without the consent of the incumbent, ancl 
by making •llio«^^e^ftia's_^vhich are not 
fuqh in truth. was a proper con- 
struction of the stat. I. is at least 

doubtful, but if it were, tl!^ statute should 
have been repealed instead, of cbnfiimed. 
In one woid, the piesent bill, reprobated, 
as it was when brought ft^isaid in sub- 
stance a few yeais ago, if passed into a law, 
will desc&id to posterity with abhoircr^'e 
and exeerHion, dictated by a sanctimo- 
nious casuistry V^a^fnean desiie of popula- 
rity, Clammed dwn thethroatVef the se- 
nators, remaining in town by the overbear- 
ing indutnte and importunity ot olhee. — 
It will easily be seen fiom ^‘Irnm the older 
of privy council on the subject of usideuce 

i originatcd,aiKlit\vi]l le wouh while to copy , 
the bishop of ^Vo 1 o^>te^s letter to JSlr. 
Fawkener, sent a lit/lo rune before bis deatl|^''^ 
No one can judge of t^e mei HV bP demei its 
of cases in the giO'S, biu the taste ol the 
times will ieli:>h any thing in dlspangemeut 
of the regular clergy, and tliegierUM calum- 
niators are they who lalscly call themselves 
evangelical. — I am, £vc. J^. M. 


l,OC.M. MU 11 1 A Bll 

To the Loids of the United itingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in Pailiameut 
assembled • — ^I’be hnnible Petition of 
John C>uwright of Enfield in tne County 
^of Middlesex, 4 

Shcweih — That the I.oral Alilitiabill now j 
belurj; your loidships appeals to youi ptu- I 


means, an(f«moral motive.~That the jpbysl^ 

- cal force required by the constitution for re- 
pelling invasion, extends to the w'hole of the 
posse corn! tat us, including all men from 15 
to 60 years of age, independent of any such 
regular army as mi^hl by authority of oar- 
lianient be at any time in existence. — That 
the moral motive fofcontribuiirtg by taxes to 
the utmost of men's ability^ and for hazard- 
ing life in defence ol the state, is that politi- 
cal liberty, or, in other words^ that full and 
substantial representation in parliament^ ,* 
which tJie people are by the constitution en- 
titled ; but of '/hich they arc deprived in a 
degree which is, aliSfor^a long course of 
years has been, matter of ^extreme grief, 
dissatisfaction, and complaint ; creating even 
doubts whether a House of Commons so de- 
fectively constituted as the present, and of 
whose mem bqi 8 a very laige proportion are 
dependent on the crown for lucrative officeiti 
is any protection at all to the liberties of our < 
1 conntry.-*-Tbal your petitioner believes that 
I if, in physical means and moral motive^ the 
system of defence for Great Britain wereT 
made as perfect as the constitution « 

the imp^sibility of conqueiing an Island, 
aud^tbe madpessof invading it would then 
be applivte.Tt to the enemy, — ^lliat the present 
deft'Ctiveness of our system of defetice, bjf 
feeding the enemy with the hope of ulti- 
mately conqueiing our country, is the true 
cause of his continuing the war; and that» 
were parliament to perfect ttuit defence ac- 
cording to the constitution, we should of 
consequence, very shortly have peace. — And 
when your petitioner casts his pye towards 
Spnin, he is convinced that, neither peace 
nor alliai.^e w'ith the present ruler of Francq 
wuulil^fo. a moment, give i>or country secu- 
rity, unless the people, free epd armed, should 
ever sbe ready on the instant, effecto$]}y to 
repel the most formidable invasion, ba^eil\ 
by a fleet even superior in number of 
to that of England, which, in the rehid^J'fSr 
tnation of the I wocountiies bo , 

expected to posse.ss. — Younpetltitbe? 4hfrel* 
fore Immb'iy hopes the "iljjlid Ixical MiHlift 
btll uill not be nllovrul^to pass it^o a laWi 
but that^you! lordships in cotyunctiOtt wUih 
the other House of ^^arltament and bit 


IPPlif^^totafetf ^ the resto a^biac 
tqriiM^itigioliTeandacri 
the c<AstUotion» civiUhd mill- 
Wbiph anj. ap^tcable to defence aod 
£ilVvhich atone ^rt fbaod the pbvsical means 
linidnioral motiv^a whereby, aHvourpetition- 
^cr verily believes, ourendane^ed country, 
* whpn the whole continent imall bu in the 
hagdsof Buonaparte, can be defended.— 
And yonr petiiionelr shall ever pray, &c. &c. 
— J. Cartwright — -^Piesente^ by Earl 
Stanhope, on Saturday the I8tfi of June, 
1808 . 


dared, 

lished her 

Majesty, tew thi V, Statilw 

•asa^Ated with tbe ^se*pf at} the potWIb ' 
who have to defend thems^es against 
land, has not taken any dednitive meaaurei 
towards the American vessels* which 1119 ^ 
have been brought into our ports. He m 
ordered that they should remain 8equestet#A)i 
until a decision may be had thereon, 
ing to the dispositions which shall have been 
expressed by the government of the 
S* nes. 


OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

tasNCP AND Amkrica.— L e//4fr of M, 
Chamtiogny, to Gen. jlrm^Uong, dated 
Pm h, Jan, 15, 1808.* (Concluded f tom 

^ 992 ; 

t has not been enough for her to 
offend ' against the independence of her 
nay, against that of their tenitory, 
and ot their inhabitants, by attacking 
them even in their ports,' \fy forcibly car- 
r>]ng away their cie\i^# her decrees of 
the 11th November have made a licsh at- 
tack on their commerce, and on their navi- 
gation, as they have done on those ot all 
«)ther powers.— In the hituation in which 
England has placed the conluicnt, especially 
skice her decrees of the llin of Nov., liis 
•Majesty has no doubts of a declaration of 
war agaiiibt her by the U. States. Whatever 
transient sacrifices war may occasion, they 
wsn not belies'C it consistent cither w ith their 
‘'interest mr dignity to acknowledge the mon- 
strous principle, and the anarchy which that 
goyenimenC wishes to establish on the seas. 
If it be useful and Ijonourable frJf aU^notions 
to cause the true maritime laws of nations to 
bete-establuhed and ton\engethe insults 
committed by England against every flag, it 
is indispensibic ^for the U. States, who from 
the extent of their commerce have oftencr to 
complain of those violations. War exists, 
then in fact, between England and the U. 


Brazils. Ordinance^ addreuei fo ihi 

Count de Pqnte.-^Dated at Bahia, Jan. 
29, 1808. 

Fiiend, — 1, tbe Prince Re^nt, send 
you, as my well beloved, greeting: duly 
tconsidei ing the report which you have fnadfi 
to me on the condition of my^ subjects, eni' 
my loyal revenue, on aceOunfOf the present ^ 
critical state of public afiairs in Europe, anu 
being de<iirous to give on that important subh^ 
ject, a s()eedy decision, in order to stap^to| 
fai ther progress of e\ lls of suc li ^ magis ^de, I 
kc% I do liorewitTi pfovisionafly ordain, Un^ 
til a general system of regulations, respecting 
the niattcrMn ^11 have been aiV 

ranged, as follows : — l. 7'ha^ at the custou# 
houses in the Biazils, all kinds of guod^ 
merchandize, arfd commodities, brought 
ther on board of foreign bhips, belonging to 
buch powers as are considered to be on terms 
of amity and peace with my royal croWn, or * 
in ycbscls belonging to my subject^ shall be 
admitted, on payment of 24 percent, import 
duty, consisting of 2Qbpr dtnsolidated 
customs, and tour per cen:* additional duf^ 

I already establislifd ; thb "collection of the 
I said customs to be effected in tbe same mati« 
ner .is has hiihgrtp been done at th^custom- 
house. Wine, brandy, and sweet oil, shall 
pay double the duty that has hitherto beetf> 

" levied on the said articles.— 2. That it shall 
tbe lawful, not only for my own sulgects, bat 
^ . . 2K 
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